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PREFACE.      '  " 

» • 

IHE  Volume  here  presented  to  the  Publick,* 
consists  of  several  different  tracts,  relating  mostly 
to  Political  and  Historical  subjects  and  events, 
that  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  the  la^t  Hhy 
years,  and  which  have  already  been  printed,  either 
in  some  of  the  Publick  Newspapers,  or  in  separate 
Pampldets  ot  larger  Worts,  (sdme  of  which  are 
grown  scarce  and  difficult  to  be  met  with,)  am^ 
partlj,   of  some  tracts  of  &'  iilore  autient  date/ 
(delating  also  io  the  subjects  off  flistory  and  Poli- 
ticks,) published  in  the  times  (/f  Queen  Elizrabeth 
and  Charles  the  L  and  Charles  th*e  II.  and  in  the 
beginning  of  tile  last,  or  eighteenth^,  century:  and 
aCmoQgst  these  the  deader  will  find  the  excellent 
tract  of  the  celebrated  John  Milton,  on  the  Liberty 
of  the  Press,  intitled,  Afeopdgitica^  A  speech  for 
the  libei^  of  unlicensed  fHntirigy  addresised  to  the 
Lords  and  Cmnmons  of  England,  in'  November 
1644;  which  I  have  never  met<-with  in  a  separate 
pamphlet^  and  which  is,  I  believe,  hitherto  to 
be  found  only  in  the  general  coBeihtiona  of  Mil- 
ton's Prose- works.     There  are  also  in  this  volume 
some  interesting  papers  on  the  late  trade  to  Africa' 
for  Negroe-slaves,  and  a  valuable  extract  from 
i  work  of  Mr.  Johta  Harriott,  iii  support  of  the 
Justice  and  Wisdom  of  the  tate  abolition  of  it, 
by  Act  ef  Parliament ;  which  h  a  measure  con- 
ff3 
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cerning  M^bich  it  is  only  to  be  lamented,  that  it 
was  not  adopted  ten  or  twelve  years  sooner* 
There  are  also  some  papers '  concerning  the  late 
unhappy  dispute  with  our  Colonies  in  Nrntli 
America,  which  ended  with  our  loss  of  them^ 
and  which^  (by  the  great  debt  which  the  late 
King  of  France  incurred^  by  the  assistance  he 
gave  to  the  revolted  colonies  in  that  contest^  and 
which  the  French  Nation  were  unwilling  to  dis- 
charge^) has  since  been  the  principal  cause  of 
the  dreadful  Revolution  in  France^  in  1789^  and 
of  the  subsequent  destruction,  of  most  of  the 
Governments  in  Europe^  bj'  the  victories  of  its 
present  formidable  ruler.  These  are  some  of  the 
principal  Topicks  to  which  the  papers  here  col- 
lected relate^  and  I  have  therefore  given  them 
the  title  of  Occasional  Essays  on  different  subjects, 
chiefly  Political  and  Historical  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  set-down  the  separate  titles  of  them^  and 
the  pages  of  the  Volume^  in  which  they  are  to 
be  founds  in  their  regular  order,  as  follows. 
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ted  by  King  James  the  il.,  in  the  year  1687,  to  give  their 
consent 

Extracted  from  Bishop  Burnet's  History  of  his  Own 
Times,  Vol.  2,  of  the  Octavo  edition,  from  page 
«  432  to  page  453. 

In  pages  497,  498,  499 519. 

NUMBER  XXXIX. 

Another  Extract  from  Bishop  Burnet's  History  of  his  owq 
Times,  containing  an  Account  of  the  Death  of  King 
Charles  the  II.,  and  the  Grounds  for  supposing  that  he 
iras  poisoned. 

In  pages  520,  521,  522,-529. 

NUMBER  XL. 

Tbe  Papists  Bloody  Oath  of  Secrecjr,  and  Litany  of  Interces- 
sion for  England ;  with  the  manner  of  their  taking  the 
Oath,   upon  their  entering  into   any  grand  Consphacy 
against  the  Protestants ;  as  it  was  taken  in  tbe  Chapel, 
belonging  to  Barnhow-Ifall,  tbe  residence  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gascoigne,  from  William  Rushton,  a  Popish  Priest. 
By  Robert  Bolbon,  Gentleman. 
Die  Jovis,  10  Deceml^ris,  1080. 
Ordered,   That  Mr.  Robert  Bolroo  have  Liberty  from  tins 


Sfl  CPNTENT9. 

Home,  to  prioi  ^nd  piAblisii  the  said  Oaik  of  Secrecy  and 
Lilany, 
Ijpadon,  Prin|/e.d  in  the  year  1680.    Reprinted  for  S.  Slow, 
siMt  SpLd  over-against  Saint  Clemeut's  Church  in  the 
Sjtrand,  ia  1745. 

In  pages  531,  532,  533, — -556. 

NUMBER  XLI. 

KOUEi  a  great  Custom-house  for  Sin ;  or  a  Table  of  the  DiV 
pciisa  lions  aad  Pardons,  for  Villainies  and  Wickednesses 
of  varioas  kinds,  &c.  With  the  several  sums  of  money, 
j^ites  and  to  be  paid  for  them. 

By  Anthony  Egane,  B.  D.  sometimes  Confessor- 
Geuerai  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  who  was 
both  a  Spectator  of,  and  Actor  in,  those  horri- 
ble abuses,  before  his  Conversion  to  the  Protesr 
taut  Religion'  • 

And  now,  [m  the  year  1715J  reprinted,  [bewg  th« 
Fiflh  Edition,]  for  the  Benefit  of  such  as  either 
have  tliemselves,   or  would  induce  others  to^ 
have,  too  favourable  thoughts  of  Popeiy . 
To  which  is  bow  [in  1715,]  added  an  earnest  dissua^ 
sive  from  Romish  Idolatry  and  Superstition: 
wherein  other  grrss  Enormities  are  clearly  de- 
lected* 
jLondon :  Printed  for  John  Marshall,  at  the  Bible  ia 
Grace-church  Street ;  Joseph  Marshall,  at  th^ 
pible  in  Newgate  Street ;  and  Fiprd.  Burleigh, 
in  Am^  Corner,  1715. 

Ju  pages  557,  558,  559,-.r.r607. 


OCCASIONAL  ESSAYS 

ON 

POLITICAL  SUBJECTS. 


ON  THE  EXCLUSION  OF  MR.  JOHN  WILKES  FROM  HIS 
SEAT  IN  THE  HOUSE  OFCOMMONS,  AS  MEMBER  FOR 
THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  AFTER  HIS  EXPULSION 
AND  RE-ELECTION. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  ADVERTiSEn. 

SIR,  March  l6,  1771. 

X  CANNOT  help  being  ffrongly  of  opinion  that  an  ASi  of 
Parliament  to  the  following  purport  would  tend  greatly 
to  allay  the  difcontents  that  have  prevailed  among  the 
people  ever  fince  the  Middlefex  ele&ion  :  and  therefore  I 
beg  you  would  infert  the  following  draft  of  fuch  a  bill  in 
your  paper.  The  advantages  that^  I  conceive,  would  arife 
from  it  are  as  follows. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  would  fecure  the  rights  of  the  Electors 
of  Great  Britain  to  chufe  their  own  reprefentatives,  from 
being  controuled  on  any  future  occafion  by  the  negative  of 
a  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  exercifed  under  the 
form  of  an  expu](ion  from  that  Houfe  for  fome  vague  and 
arbitrary  crime,  or  defed,  in  the  obje£t  of  their  difpleafure^ 
unknown  to,  and  undefined  by,  the  known  laws  of  the  land, 
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and  not  provql  with  th«  (bidn^rs  and  folemnity  that  are  deem* 
ed  necefiary  to  the  convi&ionand  puniflitnent  of  an  offence 
of  the  iligbteft  nature  in  our  criminal  courts  of juftice.  The 
apprebenfion  of  the  poffibility  of  fuch  proceedings  in  time 
to  come,  is  what  alarms  the  generality  of  impartial  people 
rather  than  an  opinion  that  this  power  was  really  fo  abufed 
in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes  and  the  Middlefex  eleAion.  To 
remove  this  apprebenfion  is  therefore  an  obje£t  of  the  laft 
importance. 

In  the  next  place,  fuch  an  a6t  of  parliament  would  con<* 
firm  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  re- 
fpeft  to  Mr.  Wilkes  on  the  rational  and  fubftantial  ground  of 
hia  being  under  a  temporary  incapacity  of  being  eleAed  a 
member  of  parliament,  arifing  from  the  circumftance  of  hia 
being  then  in  prifon,  in  ex.ecution  of  a  feutence  of  the  court 
of  King's  Bench,  and  confequently  unable  to  attend  his  duty 
in  parliament ;  and,  by  fo  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the 
Commons,  it  would  entirely  preferve  their  honour  and  dig- 
nity, and  make  it  unnecefiary  that  they  (hould  receed  from 
any  of  their  rcfolutions. 

I  am  fenfible,  however,  that  it  may  here  be  obje&ed 
that  one  of  their  refolutions,  namely,  the  important  refo<* 
lutipn  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  incapacity  to  be  a  member  of  par* 
liament,  made  on  the  17th  day  of  February,  1769,  and 
which  is  exprefled  in  the  words  following,  to  wit, 

"Refolved, 

"That  John  Wilkes,  Efquire,  having  been  ui  this 
feffion  of  parliament  expelled  this  Houfe,  was  and  is  in« 
capable  of  being  ele&ed  a  member  to  ferve  in  this  prefent 
parliament,'^  may  at  firft  fight  feem  to  be  contradiAed  and 
overruled  by  the  provifions  of  the  annexed  aft  of  parlia« 
ment:  but,  upon  a  clofer  examination  of  it,  it  will  be 
ibund  to  be  capable  of  a  conftruftion  that  is  confident  with 
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ihole  provifions,  and  even  that  this  conftru&ionis  the  true 
and  proper  conftni£tion  that  ought  to  be  given  to  it*  Thtt 
I  ihali  now  endeavour  to  prove. 

The  judgments  of  every  court  of  jufiice  ought,  if  the 
words  in  which  they  are  exprefled  will  bear  it,  to  be  con* 
firued  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  them  adequate  and 
commenfurate  to  the  points  then  under  confideration  in 
fuch  courts,  and  to  the  authority  legally  vefted  in  the  Judges 
by  whom  they  are  pronounced,  rather  than  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  will  make  them  extend  to  cafes  not  then  under  con- 
fideration, and  which  the  judges  therefore  have  not,  perhaps, 
on  fuch  occafions  a  competent  authority  to  determine.— 
This,  I  prefume,  will  readily  be  allowed  ;  and,  being  fo,  we 
muft,  in  the  next  place,  obferve,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, when  they  pafled  that  refolution,  were  ading  in  a 
judicial,  and  not  in  a  legiflative,  capacity  :  they  were  deter- 
mining whether,  according  to  the  laws  then  in  being,  Mr. 
Wilkes,  who  had  been  chofen  knight  of  the  (hire  for  Mid- 
dtefcx  on  the  preceeding  day,  the  i6th  day  of  February, 
1769,  was  entitled,  by  virtue  of  that  eledion,  to  fit  and  vote 
a3  a  member  of  that  Houfe.  They  did  not  pretend  to  a 
power  of  making  him  incapable  of  fitting  thereby  an  ex  post 
foBo  refolution,  if  he  was  legally  capable  of  being  ele£ted 
to  fit  there  at  the  time  of  fuch  elediion  ;  but  only,  as  the 
proper  judges  of  the  validity  of  all  parliamentary  eleAions, 
to  a  power  of  declaring  "  what  the  law  then  was  refpefting 
kis  capacity  to  be  fo  elefted  •/'  they  therefore  had  no  right  to 
confider,  nor  to  give  judgment  upon,  any  other  point,  but 
that  of  his  capacity  to  be  defied  a  member  of  parliament 
for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  on  the  faid  i6th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1769.  No  other  point  was  judicially  before  them  : 
and,  if  they  had  clearly  and  expreffly  refolved,  that  Mr, 
Wilkes  was  not  only  then  incapable  of  being  ele£ted  a 
member  of  parliament,  but  that  fuch  incapacity  would 
continue  in  bim  during  this  whole  parliament,  they  would, 
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in  this  fecond  part  of  fuch  refolution,  have  aded  in  an  extra- 
judicial manner^  and  without  a  competent  authority  ;  and 
fuch  a  decifion  would  have  been  entitled  to  but  little  r^ard 
either  from  themfelves  on  any  fubfequent  occafion,  or  from 
any  other  perfon.  But  this  they  have  not  done  in  their 
refolution  of  the  17th  of  February,  1769i  above  recited, 
though  at  firft  fight  it  may  feem  to  carry  that  meaning  ;  for 
the  words  of  it  are,  ''  that  he  was  and  is  incapable  of  being 
e1e6led  a  member  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament ;  that  is, 
as  I  conceive,  he  was  at  the  time  of  his  eledion  on  the  pre 
ceding  day,  the  16th  of  February,  I769,  and  is  at  the  time 
then  prefent,  namely,  the  17th  day  of  February,  incapable 
of  being  eleded  a  member  of  parliament.  It  does  not  fay 
that  he  (hall  or  will  continue  fo  during  the  whole  conti- 
aiuance  of  this  parliament,  which  was  a  point  not  then 
under  confideration. 

As  to  the  words,  ^^  having  been  in  this  feflion  of  par- 
liament expeUed  this  Houfe,"  which  immediately  precede 
the  words  that  declare  his  incapacity,  they  are  introduced 
only  by  way  of  recital,  and  are  not  faid  to  be  the  ground  of 
the  fubfequent  adjudication  of  incapacity,  and  need  not  ne- 
ccflarily  be  underflood  fo)  ^ut  they  ought  rather  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  (hort  reference  to  the  grounds  and  reafbns  upon 
which  he  was  expelled,  feme  of  which  were  likewife  caufes 
of  an  incapacity  to  be  ele£ied  ;  and  fo  the  meaning  of  the 
whole  refolution  will  be  as  follows  :  **  Whereas  Mr, 
Wilkes  was  expelled  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  this 
feflion  of  parliament,  to  wit,  on  the  3d  of  February, 
3769,  upon  divers  good  and  fufiicient  grounds  and  reafons^ 
fome  of  which  were  not  only  good  grounds  for  expelling  him, 
Lut  did  really  and  truly,  if  they  had  been  properly  attended 
'  to,  render  him  incapable  of  being  legally  eleded  a  member 
of  this  parliament;  and  whereas  thefe  reafons,  that  thua 
rendered  him  incapable  of  being  legally  ele&ed  a  member 
of  parliament,  do  ilill  fubfift ;  it  is  therefore  refolved  and 

adjudged 


Adjudged  by  this  Houfci  that  he  was  at  the  time  of  hia  \ak 
eleAion,  to  wit,  on  the  i6th  day  of  February,  1769,  and 
ftill  is  at  this  pr^fent  time,  to  wit,  on  the  17th  of  February, 
1769,  incapable  of  being  eleSed  a  member  to  ferve  in  this 
prefi^nt  parliament/' 

This  feems  to  mc  to  be  a  reafonable  conftruAion  of  this 
famous  refolution :  and  if  the  words  of  it  will  bear  this  fcnfe, 
as  I  flatter  myfelf  I  have  (hown  they  will,  It  is  furely  better 
to  underdand  them  in  this  manner  than  to  interpret  them 
in  the  other  manner  above-mentioned,  and  thereby  to  make 
them,  bycon(lru£lion,  contain  a  dangerous  and  extra-judicial 
refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  a  matter  of  fuch 
high  importance,  which  would  be  no  way  fuitable  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe,  or  to  the  chara£ter  of  wife  and  con« 
fiderate  judges  that  were*giving  a  judicial  determination  of 
th«  pojql  that  was  then  before  them. 

Now,  if  this  mild  and  inoflenlive  interpretation  of  this 
refolution  be  allowed  to  be  juft,  there  will  be  nothing  in  the 
z&  of  parliament  here  recommended  in  any  degree  contrary 
to  this  or  any  other  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons upon  this  fubje&.  This  is  a  fecond  advantage  in  the 
bin  here  propofed. 

A  third  advantage  arifing  from  t  would  be  the  removing 
of  all  the  ridiculous  doubts  and  opinions  that  have  been  enter- 
tained concerning  the  capacity  of  an  Outlaw  to  fit  and  vote 
in  parliament ;  notwithflauding  he  is  a  creature  that,  as 
Mr.  Wilkes  has  well  obferved,  has  no  political  exiftence, 
but  is  liable  to  have  ail  his  goods  and  chattels,  and  the 
rents  and  profits  of  his  lands,  taken  into  the  king's  hands, 
as  forfeited  to  his  Majefty  by  the  outlawry,  and -his  body 
kept  in  prifon  during  life.  No  well- wi(her  to  the  liberties  of 
his  country  would,  I  ppefumc,  defire  to  fee  the  reprefenta* 
aives  of  the  Commons  of  thib  kingdom  compofed  of  perfons 
in  fuch  depexj^ent  circumfiances. 

And  if,  after  fuch  an  aft  of  parliament,  colonel  Luttrel 
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ifcOuld  think  propet  to  vacati!  hit  feat  in  parliament  by  ao 
eeptiog  the  ftewardfliip  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds,  and  Mr. 
Wilkes^  now  that  his  outlawry  has  been  rcyerfed,  and  hid 
cotifequent  Incapacity  to  fit  in  Parliament  has  been  re- 
moved^ Ihould  again  ftand  for  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
and  again  be  chofen  their  reprefentative  by  a  great  majority, 
(as  I  truft  and  hope  he  would ;)  and  (hould  be  permitted  to 
take  his  feat  in  the  Houfe  in  confequence  of  fuch  new 
dedion^  I  conceive  that  the  whole  tranfaflion  would  do  hii 
Majefty's  minifters  great  honour,  give  general  fatisfa&ion 
io  the  people,  and,  in  {hott,  prove  a  happy  means  of  recon- 
eijing  men's  minds  to  government,  and  of  winding-up 
Ibis  unlucky  bufinefs  that  haft  kept  the  whole  nation  in  a 
ferment,  and  foured  our  old  £ngli(h  good  humour  for  more 
than  two  years  pad. 

I  am,  Sir^ 

Your  humble  Servant, 

IRENICUS. 


Driffi  of  an  Jl£t  of  Parliament  to  difalle  Outlaws  and  Per-' 
/om  legally  confined  in  Prtfon  from  being  chofen  Members 
of  ii$  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament ;  andtofecure  to  the 
Freeholders  and  other  EleBors  <f  Great  Britain  tbehr  Right 
tffree  Ele&ion,  notwitbflanding  any  antecedent  Exfrntfion 
of  the  Perfons  theyfball  elect  for  their  Members. 

WRitltBAS  certain  doubts  have  arifen,  and  may  arife, 
ebnceming  perfons  confined  in  prifon  in  execution  of  the 
judgemehts  of  a  court  of  law,  or  for  other  juft  and  lawful 
caufes,  and  likewife  concerning  perfons  outlawed,  whether 
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ibey  are  capable  of  being  eleded  to  fit  and  vote  in  pafli^meht 
as  members  of  the  Commons  Houfe  of  parTiament :  and 
whereas  it  would  be  highly  inconvenient  and  prejudicial  to 
the  publick  bufinefs  tranfafled  in  the  faid  HouFe  of  parlia*^ 
tnent  that  fuch  perfons  (hould  be  chofen  members  of  it^ 
becaufe  they  would  not  be  able  to  attend  their  duty  in  the 
fame  ;  and  the  counties^  cities,  and  boroughs,  for  whi^h  they 
{hould  be  chofen,  would  thereby  be  unreprefenied  in  parlia* 
ment  during  the  continuance  of  fuch  impediment  to  their  at- 
tendance ;  it  is  therefore  declared  and  enaded  by  the  King's 
mod  excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confeut 
6f  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons  in 
this  prelent  parliament  afTembled,  that  no  perfon  outlawed 
in  duecourfe  of  law,  either  upon  a  criminal  or  a  civil  pro« 
iecution,  nor  any  perfon  legally  confined  in  prifon  in  exe- 
cution of  any  judgement  of  a  court  of  juftice,  ought  at  any 
time  heretofore  to  have  been  deemed,  or  (hall  at  any  time 
hereafter  be  deemed,  to  be  capable  of  being  eledcd  to  ferve 
in  the  BritiOi  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  member  thereof,  for 
any  county,  city,  or  borough,  in  either  England,  Wales, 
or  Scotland,  during  the  continuance  of  fuch  outlawry  or 
legal  confinement.  Any  cuftom,  refolution  of  the  Houfe  ot 
Commons,  precedent,  or  opinion,  or  other  thing,  to  the 
contrary  hereof  in  any  wifenotwithftanding- 

And  whereas  great  difcontents  have  arifcn  in  the  minda 
of  many  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  fubjeds  on  account  of  a 
refolution  of  the  Commons  Houfe  of  parliament  pa0ed  oq 
the  17th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1769, 
declaring  John  Wilkes,  £f(|.  who  had,  on  the  28th  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  1768,  been  duly  chofen  and  leturned  a 
knight  of  the  (hire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parliament  for  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  afterwards  on  the  3d  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, in  the  year  1769,  had  been  expel  fed  from  the 
&id  Commooa  Houfe  of  parliament  by  a  majority  of  the 
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members  thereof^  and  then  on  the  i6th  day  of  the  fame 
moiith  of  February,  had  been  again  duly  ele£ted  and  re- 
turned a  knight  of  the  (hire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment for  the  faid  county  ;  to  have  been  at  the  time  of  the 
re-ele&ioB,  and  to  be  ilill  at  the  time  of  paffing  the  faid 
refolution,  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in 
the  faid  parliament ;  from  which  refolution  many  perfons 
have  concluded  that  the  faid  Commons  Houfe  of  parlia- 
ment meant  to  declare  that  his  faid  incapacity  of  being 
chdfen  a  member  of  the  faid  Houfe  of  parliament  arofe 
merely  from  his  faid  expulfion  from  the  fame,  and  not  from 
the  circumftance  of  his  being  at  that  time  legally  confined  in 
prifon  in  execution  of  a  judgement  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  for  having  publiflied  two  criminal  writings,  and  his 
confequent  inability  to  attend  his  duty,  and  ferve  his  con- 
ftituents  in  parliament,  though  this  had  been  mentioned  as 
a  principal  ground  for  his  expulfion  : — and  whereas  it  would 
be  an  unneceflfary  redraint  upon  the  exercife  of  the  right  of 
eledion  in  the  freeholders  and  other  eledlors  of  Great 
Britain,  and  would  greatly  diminifh  the  value  of  that  import- 
ant franchife,  if  they  were  to  be  precluded  from  freely 
choofing  for  their  reprefcntatives  in  parliament  any  perfons 
that  they  (hall  think  worthy  of  fo  high  a  truft,  and  edeem 
beft  qualified  to  ferve  them,  who  are  not  rendered  incapable 
thereof  by  fome  known  and  general  law,  or  fome  pofitive 
zSt  of  parliament  in  that  behalf  madeand  provided  :  IT  IS 
therefore  ena£ted  by  the  King's  mod  excellent  Majefty, 
by  an^  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  the  Commons  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
ment aflembled,  that  no  expulfion  of  any  member  of  the 
Commons  Houfe  of  parliament  by  the  faid  Houfe,  whether 
already  pafled,  or  hereafter  to  be  made  or  done,  (hall  be 
conftrued,  or  taken  to  have  created,  or  to-  create,  any  inca- 
pacity 


pacity  in  the  perfon  fo  expelled  to  be  again  chofen  into  the 
faid  Commons  Houfe  of  parliament,  either  for  the  fame 
place  for  which  he  had  been  Chofen  before,  or  for  anjr 
other  :  but  the  perfon  fo  expelled  (hall  remain  capable  of 
being  re-ele&ed  to  fit  in  the  fame  parliament }  and,  if  he 
ihall  be  fo  re-ele£ted  either  for  the  fame  or  any  other  place, 
and  he  be  otherwife  duly  qualified  to  be  chofen  according  to 
the  known  laws  of  the  l^nd,  he  (hall  fit  and  vote  in  the  faid 
Commons  Houfe  of  parliament  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
fuch  expulfion  had  never  happened,  or  he  had  then  been 
chofen  a  member  thereof  for  the  firft  time.* 


•  Though  no  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  kind  here  recommended  hal 
ever  been  passed,  yet  the  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons 
ibfroed  on  the  l^th  of  February,  1769*  for  excluding  Mr.  Wilices 
from  bis  seat  in  the  House  after  his  expulsion  from  it,  on  the  pre- 
ceeding  3d  da^  of  February,  and  his  Re-election  on  the  iCth  by  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  wit,  *'  That  John 
**  Wilkes,  Esquire,  having  been,  in  this  session  of  Parliament,  ex- 
**  pelled  this  House,  was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member 
**  to  serve  In  this  present  Parliament,'*  was  afterwards  rescinded  by  a 
subsequent  House  of  Commons,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  i789« 
when  \jatd  North  retired  from  his  offices  of  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  was  succeeded  in  the  former 
of  those  offices  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  the  Earl  of 
SbeJbume  vras  made  Secretary  of  State.  It  seems  reasonable,  therefore, 
ia  conclude,  ^'That,  as  the  law  now  stands,  an  expulsion  of  a 
**  Member  of  the  Honse  of  Commons  by  the  House,  does  not  render 
"  the  person  expelled  incapable  of  being  elected  again  to  serve  in  the 
'' same  parliament." 

F.M. 
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A  PROPOSAL  FOR  A  ftECONClLlATtON  WITH  THE  Rfc 
VOLTED  PROVINCES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA,  WITHOUT 
EXEMPTING  THEM  FROM  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  THE 
BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

In  fHB  Year  1775. 


IN  the  firft  place,  to  repeal  the  Qucbcck-Ad,  «nd  thereby 
fe-cfiabU(h  the  King's  proclamation  of  October,  l763,  with 
lefjpeA  to  the  province  of  Quebeck,  and  reduce  the  extent  of 
the  faid  province  to  what  it  was  before  the  late  Quebeck-Aft  > 
cr,  perhaps,  (if  it  (hall  be  thought  neceflary,  upon  a  full  in-* 
quiry  into  the  matter  by  the  teftimony  of  Sea-officers  ac- 
quainted with  Newfoundland,  and  the  Gulf  of  Saint  Law- 
fence,  and  the  filberies  carried-on  in  thofc  parts,  and  hf 
the-teftimony  of  merchants  acquainted  with  the  lame  fub« 
jeAs,)  to  enlarge  the  former  extent  of  the  province  of  Que^ 
beck,  as  fettled  by  the  proclamation  of  October,  1763,  by 
the  addition  of  the  coaft  of  Labrador,  whieh,  by  the  faid 
proclamation^  was  made  part  of  the  government  of  New- 
foundland ^  but,  by  no  means,  to  pnt  all  the  interiour  pari 
pf  North-America  into  the  province  of  Qnebeck.  • 
-  Sbcostdlt. — Afiepthus  repealing  the  Quebeck- Ad,  and 
reviving  the  King's  proclamation  of  OSober,  l76S,  and 
reducing  the  province  of  Quebeck  to  a  reafonable  and  mode- 
rate extent,  capable  of  being  governed  by  an  Aflembly,  in 
purfuance  of  the  promife  in  the  faid  Royal  proclamation. 
To  a(certain  the  laws  of  the  province.  This  fhould  be 
done  by  exprefsly  mentioning  and  confirming  the  Petition 
ol  Ri^ty  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act^  the  Bill,  or  Declaration 
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of  Rights,  made  in  ihefirft  year  of  the  reign  of  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  and  perhaps  a  few  other  ftatutes  that  are 
fitigularly  beneficial  and  favourable  to  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
ject,  and  then  by  confirming,  in  general  terms,  the  reft  of  th6 
laws  of  England,  both  criminal  and  civil,  excepting  the  penal 
laws  againft  the  exercife  of  the  Popi{h  religion,  which 
ihould  be  declared  to  be  (what  they  have  always  been  un« 
derftood  to  be,)  utterly  null  and  void  with  refpeft  to  that 
province;  and  excepting,  alfo,  the  laws  relating  to  the 
tenures  of  land,  the  manner  of  conveying  it,  and  the  laws  of 
dower  and  inheritance,  at  leaft  with  refpeft  to  the  children 
of  marriages  already  contradied,  or  which  (hall  be  con- 
traced  before  a  given  future  day,  and  declaring,  that  upon 
thefe  fubjefts  the  former  French  laws  of  the  province  fhould 
be  in  force. 

But  the  laws  of  England,  which  difqualify  Papifts  from 
holding  places  of  truft  and  profit,  ought  ftill  to  be  conti^ 
nued  in  the  province,  though  the  penal  laws  fhould  be 
abolifiied ;  the  former  laws  being  not  laws  of  perfecution^ 
but  of  felf-defence.  Yet  the  King  might,  if  he  pleafed, 
extend  his  bounty  to  thofe  people  who  ligoed  the  French 
petition,  and  to  inch  other  perfons  of  the  Roman-Catholick 
religion,  as  he  thought  fit,  by  granting  them  peniions. 

Alio,  it  would  be  proper  to  abolifh  the  feigneurial  Jurif- 
diftions  in  Canada,  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  gre^t  body 
of  the  freeholders  of  the  province.  If  this  cannot  be  done 
confiflently  with  jufiice,  and  the  terms  of  the  capitulation 
granted  by  Sir  JcffcryAmherfl,  in  September,  1 760, without 
giving  the  feigniors  a  pecuniary  compenfation  for  the  lofs 
of  thefe  jurifdi£ttons,  (though  I  incline  to  think  it  might,) 
fuch  pecuniary  compenfations  ought  to  be  given  them. 
The  expence  of  a  wcek^  extraordinaries  to  the  army  at 
Boflon  would  be  more  than  fufficrent  to  make  thefe  compen* 
fationsin  a  large  and  ample  manner. 
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Thirdly.— Having  thus  afcertaincd  the  laws  of  the 
province  of  Quebeck,  it  would  be  proper  to  provide  for  the 
convenient  adminiflration  of  juftice  in  it,  either  by  adopt* 
ing  the  plan  fet-forth  above,  in  pages  S43,  559,  or  fome 
other  that  (hall  l^e  thought  fitter  for  the  purpofe» 

Fourthly. — To  provide  a  competent  legiflature  for  the 
province  of  Quebeck.  The  beft  legiflature  that  could  be 
provided  for  it  would,  as  I  believe,  be  a  Proteftant  Affembly 
cholen  by  the  freeholders  of  the  country,  whether  Pro- 
te(lants  or  Roman-Catholicks.  The  next  beft,  I  (hould  be 
inclined  to  think,  would  be  a  Legiflative  Council,  confifting 
of  Proteftants  only,  (fuch  as  is  propofed  in  the  draught  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  contained  in  the  jiccount  of  th$  Pro^ 
eeedlngs  of  the  Briii/b  and  other  Prote/lanl  inhabitants  of 
the  province  of  Quebeck  in  Nortb^America  in  order  to  obtain 
a  bou/e  of  AJfembly  in  that  province ,  lately  publi/bed  and 
Jold  by  B.  White  in  Fleet-Street j)  to  be  eftabliftied  for  only 
feveu  years ;  in  which  all  the  members  Ihould  be  made 
independent  of  the  Governor,  fo  as  to  be  neither  re«» 
moveable  nor  fufpendible  by  him  upon  any  occafion  what- 
foever,  though  they  might  be  removed  by  the  King, 
by  his  order  in  his  Privy  Council.  They  (hould  be 
thirty-one  in  number,  or  perhaps  more ;  and  (hould  all 
fign  the  ordinances  for  which  they  gave  their  votes,  and 
.{hould  be  paid  forty  (hillings each,  every  time  they  attended 
the  meetings  of  the  Council,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  at- 
tend* in  coniiderable  numbers;  as  the  Ju dices  of  the  Peace 
in  England  are  intitled  to  a  pecuniary  allowance  for  attend- 
ing the  Quarter-Sedions  of  the  Peace,  and  the  Directors  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company,  for  attending  the  meetings  upon 
.  the  affairs  of  the  Company>  and  the  members  of  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  are  intitled  to  wages  from  their  conftituents 
attending  Parliament,  though  now  they  forbear  demanding 
thetn.  But  they  (hould  receive  no  general  falaries  from  the 
Crown,  not  depending  upon  their  attendances ;  as  fuch  a 

praflice 
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)9rafiicecan  tend  to  nothing  but  to  make  them  dependent  oa 
the  Crown,  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 
Next  to  foch  a  legiflative  Council,  confiding  of  Protefiants 
only,  a  general  Affembly  of  the  people,  confiding  of  Pro* 
leftants  and  Papifts  indircriminately,  feems  the  moft  proper 
legHlature  for  the  province.  And  to  the  eflabliflimtrnt  of 
fuch  an  AiTembly  but  few  objc£tions  can  now  be  made ; 
fincc  the  Englifli  fettlers  in  the  province,  on  the  one  hand, 
have  declared  that  they  are  willing  to  acquiefee  in  the  efla- 
blifhment  of  fuch  an  Aflembly ;  and  the  King  and  Par- 
liament, on  the  other  hand,  (by  pafling  the  Quebeck-A&,  and 
fiermitting  Roman-Catholicks  to  hold  all  forts  of  offices^ 
Icats  in  the  legiflative  council  of  the  province,  judicial  offi- 
ces, and  even  military  commiffions,)  have  declared  that  they 
confider  the  old  opinion,  <'  that  Roman  Catholicks  were  not 
St  perfons  to  be  invefted  with  authority  under  the  Britifli 
Covemment,"  as  ill-grounded  with  refpeA  to  the  province 
of  Quebeck.  For  certainly,  if  there  is  any  hardlhip  in  ex- 
cluding Papifts  from  holding  places  of  truft  and  profit  in  the 
province,  there  is  a  dill  greater  hanlfbip  in  excluding  thent 
from  being  chofen  members  of  an  Aflembly  of  the  province. 
Fifthly. — ^To  repeal  the  Bofton-charier  Act;  and  to 
pafs  a  refolution  in  both  Houfes  oF  Parliament,  that  for  the 
future,  no  charter  of  any  American  colony  fliall  be  taken- 
away,  or  altered  in  any  point,  by  the  Britifti  Parliaroentu 
without^  either  on  the  one  hand,  a  Petition  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  or  to  the  King's 
Majefly,  from  the  Aflembly  of  fuch  colony,  whofe  charter  is 
propofed  to  be  either  taken  away  or  altered,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  fuit  at  law,  by  a  writ  of  Scire  faciaSy  to  repeal 
the  faid  charter,  regularly  carried-on  in  the  Cpurt  of  Chan- 
cery in  England,  upon  a  charge  of  fome  abufeof  the  powers 
of  the  said  charter,  by  the  people  of  fuch  colony,  or  of 
fome  other  mifdcmeanour  committed  by  them,  whichlmay 
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he  a  legftl  ground  of  forfeiture  of  the  fame,  and  a  judges 
ment  of  forfeiture  pronounced  in  confequence  of  fuch  luit 
afier  a  full  hearing  of  the  fame^  and  alfo  a  re-hearing  in 
Parliament  of  the  charges  in  the  faid  fuit,  and  of  the  proofs 
brought  in  fupport  of  them,  and  of  the  arguments  which 
may  be  alledged  both  for  and  againft  the  faid  colonies  by 
Counfel,  and  an  approbation  and  confirmation  of  fuch 
judgement  of  forfeiture  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  in 
confequence  of  the  faid  re-hearing  of  the  whole  matter. 

Such  a  refolution  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  would 
gtre  the  Americans  a  ftrong  moral  aflurance  that  the  pri- 
vileges granted  them  by  their  charters  would  not  be  lightly 
and  wantonly  altered  for  the  (uture  upon  the  hafty  fuggef- 
tions  of  men  little  acquainted  with  their  hiftory  and  con* 
dition,  and  whofe  notions  of  Government  are -very  differ- 
ent from  their  own. 

Sixthly. — ^To  repeal  the  trial-ad,  for  trying  Officers 
or  Soldiers,  who  (hall  be  indified  for  murder  in  the  Maf- 
fachufet's  bay,  in  others  of  the  American  provinces,  or  in 
England.  This  A£k,  I  am  perfuaded,  was  intended  only 
lor  the  purpofes  of  juftice,  and  to  procure  a  fair  trial  to 
the  officers  and  foldters  who  (hould  happen  to  be  indi6ted 
for  aftions  done  by  them  in  the  courfe  of  their  duty  as 
affiftants  to  the  civil  magiftrate  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  and  not  to  fcreen  them  from  punifliment  when  they 
were  really  guilty  of  murder,  or  had  occafioned  the  death 
of  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  in  that  province  without  fuch 
juft  and  lawful  caufe.  And  I  am  further  perfuaded  that, 
in  fafik,  it  would  not  fcreen  them  from  punifhment,  when 
the  charge  was  fupported  by  proper  teftimony ;  but  thai 
the  Juries  that  (hould  try  thefe  indidments,  whether  in 
England  or  in  America,  would  readily  convidl  fuch  officers 
and  foldicrs  of  murder,  if  they  were  really  guilty  of  it, 
and  proved  to  be  fo  by  fufficient  evidence.  But  the  diffi- 
culty 


cuHy  of  procuring  the  witnffles  to  the  fads  to  come  acroii 
the  AtUntick  ocean  to  give  evidence  concerning  tbeoiy  \%  fo 
great  tbat  it  may  almofi  be  eonfidered  as  unfurisountablc; 
and  confequently  this  method  of  trying  thofe  u&nces  may 
be  reckoned  to  be  impra&icable^  notwithftanding  the 
fpirit  of  juttice  and  impartiality  by  which  the  Juries  wwxH 
probably  be  goTemed.  And  for  this  reafon  the  A&  ought 
10  be  repealed.  However,  as  this  ASL  is  only  a  temporafy 
fooey  and  will  ejcpire  of  itfelf  in  two  years^  it  is  a  maUer 
cf  much  lefs  confequeoce  than  Ibe  Quebeck  A&  and  the 
AA  (or  altering  the  charter  of  the  Mallachufei's  bay,  Thofe 
are  the  A£ts  which  have  brought-on  this  civil  war,  and 
which,  I  apprehend,  muft  be  totally  repealed  before  peace 
<!an  lie  reftored. 

SBrENTHLr.— To  pafs  a  rerolutioti  of  both  Houfes  of 
Pariiament,  tbat|  for  the  future,  no  tax  or  dtity  of  aay 
Iciad  /ball  be  impofied  by  authority  of  the  Parliament  of 
GKat^Britain,  upon  .his  Majefty's  fubjeds  refiding  ia 
thofe  provinces  of  North-Americai  in  which  aflemblies 
of  the  people  are  eflabliflied,  until  the  faid  provinces  Aall 
bave  been  permitted  to  fend  reprefentatives  to  the  firitilh 
Parliament :  excepting  only  fuch  taxes  or  duties  upon 
goods  eicported  out  of,  and  imported  into,  the  faid  pnv 
vtocet  as  (hall  be  thought  neceflary  for  the  regulation  of 
the  trade  of  the  faid  provinces ;  and  that,  when  fuch  taxes, 
or  duties,  <hall  be  laid  by  the  Britifli  Parliament  on  any 
of  the  bid  provinces,  the  whole  amount  of  the  fame  fliall 
be  difpofedof  by  the  AlTemblies  of  the  pjrovinces  in  which 
they  (hall  be  collefted,  refpedively. 

£iGHTHLr. — That  all  the  quit^rents,  and  other  royal 
dues,  coileAed  in  the  provinces  of  America,  fliall  be  ap«> 
pvopriated  to  the  maintenance  of  the  civil  governments  in 
the  fame,  and  (hall  be  employed  in  the  payment  of  the 
fidarics  of  the  Govemors,  and  Judges,    and  Sherifi,  or 
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provnft-Marfhalls,  and  Coroners,  and  other  offices  of  JuRicc 
in  the  fame,  fo  as  to  leflen  the  taxes  which  it  may  be 
neceflary  for  the  Governors,  Councils,  and  Affemblics  of 
the  faid  provinces  to  lay  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  for 
the  faid  purpofe :  and  that  a  feparate  receiver  and  colledor 
of  the  faid  quit-rents  and  other  royal  dues,  be  appointed 
-by  the  feveral  Governors  of  the  faid  provinces  refpeftively 
in  every  feparate  province,  who  fhall  hold  his  faid  office 
during  the  pleafure  of  the  Governor  of  the  province  to 
which  he  (hall  belong,  and  his  refidence  in  the  faid  pro- 
vince, and  no  l9nger,  and  who  (hall  receive  and  enjoy  fuch 
falary,  or  fees,  or  other  emoluments,  during  his  continuance 
in  his  faid  office,  as  fhall  be  allowed  by  an  Act  of  the 
Governor,  Council,  and  AfTembly  of  the  faid  province. 
But  the  portions  of  the  faid  quit-rents  that  (hall  be  affigned 
to  the  Governor,  and  Judges,  and  other  officers  of  civil 
government  in  the  faid  provinces  refpe6lively,  (hall  be  fuch 
as  his  Majefty,  in  his  royal  wifdomf  (hall  think  fit  to  ap- 
point* 

Alfo  it  fhould  be  provided  that  no  Governor,  Judge,  or 
other  officer  of  the  civil  government  of  any  fuch  province, 
ihouid  receive  any  part  of  the  falaries  arifing  from  thofe 
quit-rents,  or  other  royal  dues,  during  the  time  of  his  abfence 
from  the  faid  province,  or  after  his  return  to  the  province, 
in  condderation  of  his  having  held  the  faid  office  during 
fuch  abfence ;  but  that  fo  much  of  his  faid  filary,  arifing 
from  the  faid  quit- rents  and  other  royal  dues,  as  would  have 
accrued  to  him  in  the  faid  fpace  of  time,  if  he  had  refided 
during  the  fame  in  the  faid  province,  fliall  be  deemed  to  be 
forfeited  by  his  faid  abfence,  and  (hall  make  a  part  of  the 
publick  treafure  of  the  province,  and  be  difpofed-of  by  the 
joint  Act  of  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Affembly  of  the 
laid  province. 

The  amount  of  thcfe  quit-rents  and  other  royal  dues  in 
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Ameiica  (hould  be  made  good  to  his  Majefty  out  of  the 
fi&king-fuDd. 

'  Ninth  LT.-^THe  offices  of  Secretary  of  the  provioce^ 
clerk  of  th^  'Cduilcili  Regifter  of  deeds  and  patents,  or  clerk 
of  the  inrolni^nts  bf  deeds  and  patents^  Provofi^marlhaly  or 
^  fhtriS,  Cottimiflary  of  fiores,  tteceivcf^general  of  the  king^l 

ifevenue^Cbt^iiers^  clerks,  or  regifters,  of  the  courts  of  jufltoe^ 
Naval  officer,  CoHeAor  of  the  culioms,  Comptroller  of  the 
cuftoms,'  in  every  province,  (hould  be  given  to  perfons  refi^ 
dent  in  the  province,  to  be  executed  by  themfelves,  without 
a  power  of  making  deputies  |  and  the  'fees  to  be  taken  by 
them  (hould  be  fettled  by  Acts  of  the  GovemQur,  Counci^| 
and  aflembly  of  the  faid  province,  in  which  they  are  hoU 
den;  and  they  (bould  be  holden  daring  the  pleafuie  of 
the  Governbur,  or  of  the  King,  as  his  Majefiy,  in  his  royal 
wiidom,  (hall  think  fit,  but  (hould  never  be  given  by  patents 
under  the  gfeat'feal  of  Great-Britain,  to  be  holden  during 
the  lives  of  the  patentees  ;  and  they  (hould  be  holden  by 
feparate  officers,  fd  that  no  two  of  them  (hould  be  holden  by 
the  fame  perfon. 

The  prefent  patentees  of  atiy  of  thefe  offices  fliould  have 
tonipenfations  made  to  them  for  the  lofs  of  their  patents 
by  penfions  for  their  lives  payable  out  of  the  (inking-fund. 
Tbnthly. — In  the  governments  called  Royal  (hvmm^ 
vunts^  (which  are  carried*oii  by  virtue  of  the  King's  com*- 
miffions  only,  without  charters,)  the  Councils  of  the  (aid 
Evinces  (hould  be  made  more  numerous  than  they  now 
are,  and  the  members,  of  them  (hould  be  appointed  for 
life.  They  now  ufually'confift  of  twelve  members,  all  of 
whom  may  be  removed  at  the  pleafure  of  the  crown,  and 
fufpended  firom  the  execution  of  their  offices  of  counfellors, 
by  the  Govemours  of  the  province,  till  the  pleafure  of  the 
Crown  can-  be  known.  This  renders  them  of  littl%  weight 
and  Confequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  andconC^ 
^luently  of  little  advahuge  to  the  Govemour  in  fupportiog 
h*  Majefty'i  aiiKhority,  and  preferving  the  pease  Jpf  the 
'         ' '  c  province 
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province.  It  would  therefore  be  proper  to  enUi]^  tbeif 
number  to  at  lead  23  members^  and^  id  the  more  populoiii 
provinces  to  a  greater  number,  (in  Vii^nia^  perhaps,  to  43,) 
of  whom  at  lead  12  (hould  be  neceflary  to  make  aboard,  and 
do  bufinefs ;  and  it  would  alfo  be  proper  to  aippoint  them  for 
life  or  during  their  good  behaviour,  fo  that  they  could  n6t  be 
removed  from  their  fiftid  offices  without  ai  chafrg^  of  fomt 
mifcondud:  that  fliall  be  a  fufficient  ground  for  removing 
them  from  the  faid  office,  and  a  proof  and  conviAion  of 
the  fame  in  a  trial  by  jury  upon  a  writ  of  scire  facias  to 
repeal  the  patent  by  which  they  had  been  appointed  to  fueh 
office,  or  fome  other  law-proceeding  analogous  to  fnch 
writ.  This  numerous  council  ihould  be  the  Lc^iflative 
Council  of  the  province,  and  fhould  concur  with  the 
Aflembly  in  making  laws.  But,  for  the  executive  part  of 
government,  the  King  might  appoint  d  leiTer  Council 
confiiling  of  not  fewer  than  12  perfons,  who  (hould  advifd 
the  Govcrnour  in  all  thofe  maittefs  relative  to  the  execution 
of  the  powers  of  his  commiflion,  in  which  he  was  directed 
by  his  commiffion  to  a£l  with  the  advice  of  his  Council. 
And  feven  members  of  this  Council  (hould  be  nectfTary 
to  make  a  board,  or  do  bufinefs.  The  members  of  thi^ 
Council  fhould  hold  their  places  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
Crown,  as  the  King's  privy  Counsellors  do  in  England  ; 
but  fhould  not  be  removeable  or  fufpcndible  by  the  Go- 
vcrnour. They  might  either  be  Tome  of  the  members  of  the 
greater,  or  legiflative,  Council,  or  not,  as  his  Majefty,  inr 
bis  royal  wifdom,  (hould  think  fit. 

This  measure,  <'  of  making  themembers  of  the  legiffative 
.councils  more  numerous  than  they  now  are,  and  independent 
of  the  Crown,  in  order  to  give  them  more  weight  and  dig* 
nity  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  thereby  to  render  them 
more  capable  of  being  ufeful  in  the  fuppprt  of  his  Majefty 's 
government,"  is  recommended  by  Tome  of  the  warmeft 
friends  of  Great-Britain  in  North-America  s  of  which  I  will 
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BKSQtion  an  infUnce  or  two.  In  the  year  1774  a  very  fen* 
fhle  painphlet  was  pablifhed  by  Thomas  Cadell,  in  tbe 
Strand,  entitled,  '^  Confideratt^Hs  on  certain  P^lukal  Tranf^ 
Mffions  oftb€  Province  of  Souib^CarolinaJ'  This  pamphlet 
iias  been  generally  aferibed  to  Sir  Egerton  Leigh,  baronet, 
ilia  Majeily's  attorney-general  for  that  province.  Bat, 
wbofoever  tbe  author  of  it  may  be,  he  appears  to  be  a  per* 
foti  well  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  America,  and  more 
^fpcciaUy  of  ^at  province,  and  a  zealous  friend  to  the 
interefta  of  Great*Britain  in  America,  and  to  the  cotu 
tinuance  of  an  amicable  conne&ion  between  tbe  two  coun- 
tries, upon  tbe  old  footing  of  a  fubjeftion  of  them  both  to 
tbe  antbortty  of  the  Britifh  Parliament.  In  pages  68,  69, 
.70,  of  this  pamphlet  there  rs  the  folio  wiag  patifage.  ^'Id 
^'my  apprehen6on*it  feems  abfoiately  neceflary,  that  the 
^^  nombers  of  the  Council  (hould  be  increafed  ;  and  for  this 
^'  plain  and  obvious  reafon,  Becaufe  a  body  of  Twenty-four 
'^CounfellorSy'for  inftance,  appointed  by  the  King  from  tbe 
^^  firft  rank  of  the  People  moft  diftingui(hed  for  their  weallh, 
*^  merit,  and  ability,  would  be  a"means  of  difitifing  aoonfi- 
'^^derable  ii^uence  through  every  order  of  perfons  in  the 
f <  community,  which  muft  extend  very  far  and  wide,  by 
^  means  of  iheir  particular  conne&ions ;  whereas  a  Council 
^<  of  Twelve,  feveral  of  whom  are  always  ab&at,  can  have 
'^^  little  weight,  nor  can  their  voices  be  heaed  amidft  the  cla^ 
^'mour  of  prevailing  numbers. 

**  I  tbink  this  body,  a£king  legiflatively,  ought  to  be  made 
"^^  mdependent,  by  holding  that  ftation  during  the  term  of 
^'  their  natulEal  lives,  anil  determinable  only  on  that  event,  or 
^*  on  their  intire  departure  from  the  province.  But  the  fame 
''  peffon  might  neverthelefs,^  for  proper  caufe,  be  difplacad 
^'  from  his  feat  in  Council ;  which  regulation  would,  in  a 
"^^  great  meafure,  operate  as  a  check  to  an  arbitrary  Gover- 
^  nouF,  who  would  be  cautious  how*  he  ratfed  a  powerfol 
^*  enemy  in  the  Upper  Houfe  by  a  raSi  removal  ^  at  the  fame 

"c  a  time 


•  '<  time  that  the  power  of  ronoyal  would  kisep  the  Mesibf  r 
*^  within  proper  bounds.    The  life^teaure  of .  !hifl  legiQAtijre 

•  <^  capacity  would  likewife  fctfficiently  fecqtfeitbat)  |i!iA;^- 
:<*  dency  which  is  fo  neceflary  to  this  ftation,  lind  fo  agree- 
.  *^  able  to  the  conftitution  oF  the'Parent^tate.  I  know  (bme 
/'  folks  will  raife  both  fcniples  and  fears;  but  for  tny  own 

**  part^  I  thmk  without  oiocb.'  oeaTon  :  for,  if^vie  atii^nd  lo 

'•  the  workings  of  human  nataife,.  weAaH  findj  thslt  a  eer- 

r  ^  tain  degree  of  attachment  commonly  artfes  to  the  fountain 

•  *<  from  whence  an  independent  honour  flows.    Qppo&tion 

•  ^<  feldoni  fettles  upon  the  perfons  who  are  raifed  to  dignity 
<<  by  favour  of  the  Crown,  it  having  fo  much  the  appearahee 
*'  of  Ingratitude,  one  of  the  moft  detefted  vices ;  and  it  ever 
^'  a£U  zfaini  and  languid  part,  till  a  defcent  or  two  are  paft, 
^^  and  the  author  of  the  elevation  is  extind.  From  this  rea- 
^'  foning  it  feems  tolerably  clear  to  me,  that  the  Legiflalor, 

■  *'  being  for  life>  and  deriving  his  coniequenee  from  the 

•'*  Crown,  will  rather  incline  io  thai  f cole;  and  it  is  not 
<(  probable  that  htsoppofition  would  in  any  inftance  he  ran- 
^  ccrous  or  faSiims ;  ioafmuch  as,  though  his  lifo-eftate  is 
•*  fecure^  he  would  not  wifli  unneceflarily  to  excite  the  re* 
*'  fentment  of  the  Crown,  or  exclude  his  defcendants  or  coil- 
**  nefiions,  perhaps,  from  fucceeding  afterwards  to  fuch  a 
*'  pod  of  honour  and  diftinetion  in  their  native  country :  in 

'^^  (bort,  this  ideafeenvs  to  admit  fuch  a  qualified  dependency ^ 
"  as  will  attach  the  pcrfon  to  the  fide  of  the  Crown  in  lh)tt 

^'<  proportion  which  the  conftitutibn  itfelf  allows,  amd  y(!t  fo 
<'  much  real  independency  ^  as  will  make  himfuperior  to  a£ts 
"  of  meannefs,  fervility,  and  oppreflion^  Whether  thcfe 
^<  fentiments  are  well-founded,  or  not,  f  fiibmit  to  the  impar- 
'<  tial  judgement  of  my  reader ;  what  I  principaHy  mean  fo 
*'  infer  is,  that  the  hftppinefs  of  thefe  colonies  moch  de- 

-^^'pends  upon  a  due  blending,  or  mixture^  of  poiArer  and 
<^  dependence^  and  in  preferving  a  proper  fubordination  6f 
•*  rank  and  civil  difcipline," 

And 


SI 

-  Audi  fai  pifn  7^  and  ySof  the  fame  pamphlet,  there  is 
another  paAgeytcginnlng  with  the  words,  '<  I  canno,t  clofe 
this  fubjeft,  &c."  down  to  the  words,  ^^  found  principles  of 
the  Englifb  conftitution/'^.  73. 1.  II>  thkt  is  worthy  of  the' 
reader'*  attention.  '  And  the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Oliver,  (who 
was,  firft.  Secretary,  and  afterwards  Lieutenant-governour,  of 
the  province  of  the  Maflachufets  Bay,)  in  one  of  his  letters  to 
the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Whately,  (who  had  been  fecretary  to 
the  treafury  under  the  late  Mr.  Gcoi^e  GrenviHe,)dateiJ 
Feb.  13,  1769,  writes  as  follows.  *^'You  obferve  upoii 
**  two  defers  in  our  conftitvtion,  the  popular  eleftion  of 
**  the  Council,  and  the  return  of  Juries  by  the  towns.  Th^; 
"  firft  of  thefearifcs  from  the  charter  itfelf;  the  latter  from 
'^  our  provincial  laws.  As  to  the  appointment  of  tht 
'^  Council,  I  $m  of  opinion  that  neither  the  popular  elt&l 
<<  tions  in  this  province,  nor  their  appointment  (in  what 
'*  4re  ealled  the  royal  governments)  by  the  King's  ma^ 
<<  damusy  are  free  from  exceptions  \  especially  if  the  Council^ 
*f  as  a  l^flative  body,  is  intended  to  anfwer  the  idea  of 
**  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  the  Britifli  legiflature.  There  they 
*'  are  fuppofed  to  be  a  free  and  independant  body  i  and  oh 
**  their  being fuch,  the  ftrength  and  firmnefsof  the  Conftitu«^ 
"  lion  does  very  much  depend:  whereas  the  eleAioni  or  ap* 
^'  pointmeot  of  the  Councils  in  the  manner  before-mention- 
<*  ed,  renders  them  altogether  dependant  on  their  conftitu- 
"  ents.  The  ICing  is  the  Fountain  of  Honour ;  and,  as  fucb, 
««  the  Peers  of  the  realm  derive  their  honours  from  him.  But 
"then  they  hold  them  by  a  furer  tenure  than  the  Pro* 
"  vincial  Counfellors,  who  are  appointed  by  mandamus. 
"  On  the  other  hand,  our  popular  elcftions  very  ofteft  expofe 
"  them  to  contempt :  for  nothing  is  more  common  than  for 
"  the  Reprefentatives,  when  they  fin(l^|he  Council  a  liCtle 
"  untra&able  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  to  remind  them  that 
'^  May  is  at  hand.  It  is  not  requifite,  that  I  know 
*f  of|  that  a  Counfellor  ibould  be  a  freeholder.    Accprd* 
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^  ieg  to  the  charter,  hiff  refideace  is  a  fuffici^q^ifio^on  t 
^*  for  that  proWdes  only  that  he  be  an  iiihabuant  of,  o? 
^  proprietor  of  lands  within,  the  difirid  for  which  he  is 
<^  cbofcn :  whereas  the  peers  of  the  realm  $t  in  Ibe  Houfe  of 
^^  XiOrds,  (as  1  take  it,)  in  virtue  of  their -baronies.  If 
**  there  ihould  be  a  reform  of  any  of  the  colony- charters^ 
''  with  a  view  to  keep«up  the  refemblance  of  the  three 
'^  efiates  in  £ng]and,  the  legiOative  Council  ihould  conGft 
*'  of  men  of  landed  eftates.  But,  as  our  landed  eftatea 
^<  here  are  fmal)  at  prefent,  the  yearly  value  of  £.  xoo 
f'  fierling^^r  annum  might,  in  fome  of  them  at  lead,  be  a 
*^  fufficient  qualification.  As  our  eftates  are  partible  after 
'^  the  deceafe  of  the  proprietor,  the  honour  could  not  be 
"  continued  in  families,  as  in  Englaxul.  It  might,  however, 
'<  be  continued  in  the  perfon  appointed  quamdiu  fe  beni 
<<  gefferiiy  and  proof  might  be  required  of  fome  mal-prac- 
<'  tice  before  a  fu(penfioQ,  or  removal.  Bankruptcy,  alfo, 
*'  might  be  another  ground  for  removal." — **  The  King 
'<  might  have  the  immediate  appointment  [of  thefe  coun-: 
y  fellors]  by  mandamus^  as  at  prefent  in  the  royal  govern- 
<<  ments." — **  Befides  this  l^iflative  council,  a  privy  coun- 
<<  cil  might  be  eftabliihed^"  Thcfe  authorities  are  furely 
very  refpe^ble,  and  of  prodigious  weight  in  favour  of  fnch 
an  amendment  of  the  conftitutions  of  the  King's  Councils 
in  North-America.  Alterations  of  thofe  governments  in 
favour  of  liberty,  that  are  fuggcfted  and  recommended  by 
fuch  friends  to  Great-Britain  as  the  authors  of  the  foregoing 
paflagesi  feem  to  be  indifputably  reafonable,  and  expedient, 
and  fit  to  be  adopted  by  Great-Britain. 

Eleventhlt. — To  declare,  by  refolutions  in  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  require  the 
American  colonies  to  contribute  any  thing  toward  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  national  debt  already  contraAed,  in  any  mode 
whatfoever,  either  by  taxes  to  be  impofed  by  the  BritiiK 
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Parliament  or  by  granu  in  their  own  aflembliea,  or  in 
any  other  manner  whatfoever ;  but  only  that  it  it  juft 
that  they  fliould  contribute  in  a  reafonabl^  proportion, 
fuitedto  their  several  abilities,  to  the^/tfr#  expcncet  oFtbe 
Britifli  empire,  that  are  of  a  general  nature,  and  relate  to 
all  the  dominioniS  of  the  Crown,  and  of  which  they  reap 
the  benefit^  as  well  as  the  inhabitants  of  Grem-Britain. 

TwELFTHLT. — To  offer  an  act  of  pardon,  indemnity, 
and  oblivion  to  all  the  Anierici^ns  who  have  offended  the 
laws^  upon  their  laying-down  their  arms,  and  returning  to 
the  obedience  of  the  Crown  within  a  limited  time :  with- 
out malung  any  exceptions  whatfoever^  i^>t  even  of  Mr* 
^amuel  Adams  and  Mr.  Hancodi;. 

By  fuch  a  plan  the  principal  caufes  of  uneafiqefs  and  dif- 
content  amoogft  the  Americans  would,  as  I  conceive,  be 
taken-away  j  and,  confequently^  if  they  are  fincere  in  their 
jJecIarations  of  a  defire  to  continue  connefted  with  Great-^ 
Britaii),  (as  jt  feems  highly  probable  that  all  the  Colonies,  ex- 
cept thofe  of  New-England,  are ;  and^  pierhaps,  even  in  tbofe 
colonies,  there  may  be  many  perfons  of  the  fame  dtfpo* 
^tion  \)  it  feems  reasonable  to  hope  that  it  would  be  gene- 
rally approve  and  accepted  by  them ;  and  yet  the  fupreme 
authority  oj  the  Piurliamcnt  of  Qr^at-^ritaiii  wo^Id  j^oi  be 
dven-up*       ^ 

F.M. 
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ON  THE  INeXPBDiENCY  OF  ESTABLISHING  BISHOPS 
IN  NORTH  AMERICA. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Ptrsirc  Adfertiseb. 


SIR,  * Jtfirri  24,  1778. 

i         I  SOME  days  ago  obferved  that  it  feetned  to  be  necefiary, 
ID  the  prefent  happy  difpofition  of  the  minillry  to  meafurea 
pf  Conciliation,  to  remove  thf  apprehenflons  of  the  Ameri- 
*   cans  concerning  the  eftablifiiment  of  Btfliops  amongft  them 
jr  .  t>y  the  authority  of  the  Ctown,  or  of  the  Parliament.    This 
W     jneafure  I  recommended,  as  being  eflential  to  the  faccefs 
*•       qf  the  intended  treaty,  with  America;  there  being  no  rea- 
i     fop  to  expeft  that  the  'Americans  will  ever'  return  to  the 
^     allegiance  of  the  Crown  without  a  full  fecurity  in  this  im- 
Y      portant  article.     As  a  proof  of  their  anxiety  upon  this 
<        fu])je£t,  I  will  now  cite  a  paflfage  from,  one  of  their  publick 
^        papers,  writteii  fo  long  ago  as  "the  year  17^8,  when  few 
perfons,    either  there  or  in  this  counfry,   could  imagine 
that  the  diflenfipns  then  fubfifting  between  the  two  coun- 
tries would  in  fo  (hort'a  time  havis^rifeix  to  their  prefent 
|Ir$adful  height.    And  we  may  well  fuppbf(^,- that  what 
they  then  were  anxious  to  obtain,  they  will  not  now  re? 
ceed-from.  I^  the  publick  letter  of  the  I)oufe  of  Reprerenta-r 
tives  of  the  proviqce  of  MiiflachuC^tts  Bay,  in  the  month 
of  January,  1768,  to  Mr.  Pepnis  De  Berdt,  who  was  at 
^hat  ^m^  tt^ejr  agent  in  England,  (which  is,  indeed,  a  moft 
able  perlprmanpe,  ^nd  well  wprthy  every  gentleman's  peni- 
fal;   fee  Almpn's  Rpmembrancer,  ntimber  34,  page  167, 
and  feq.}  there  is  the  following  paflage  : 

*^  The  edabliihment  of  a  Proteftant  Epifcopate  in 
f'  America  is  alfo  very  zealoufly  contended-fbr.  And  it 
^f  if  ytry  alf^rmiog  to  a  people^  wbofe  fathers^  from  thf 
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^  banlfliips  ihqr  faffered  under  fuch  an  eftablifliment^ 
^^  were  obliged  to  fly  from  their  native,  country  into  a 
^'  wildemefs,  in  order  peaceably  to  enjoy  their  privileges, 
^'  civil  and  religious*    Their  being  threatened  with  the 
^^  lofs  of  both  at  once  muft  throw  them  into  a  very  difa^r 
f*  greeable  fituation.    We  hope  in  God  fuch  an  establi(h<» 
^*  mentwill  never  take  place  in  America;  and  wedefire 
'^  you  will  ftrenuoufl}'  oppofe  it.    The  revenue  raifed  in 
^'  America,  for  aught  we  caa  tell,  may  be  as  conftituti- 
^'  onally  applied  towards  the  fupport  of  Prelacy  as  of  foldi-f 
^'  ers  and  penfioners.     If  the  property  of  the  fubjeft  is 
/^  taken  from  him  without  his  confent,  it  is  immaterial 
^*  wheth^  it  be  done  by  one  man  or  five  hundred,  or 
^^  whether  it  be  applied  for  the  fupport  of  Ecclefiaftical  or 
**  Military  power,  or  both.    It  may  be  well  worth  th^ 
'^  confideration  of  the  beft  politician  in  Great-Britain  or 
.^^  America,  what  the  natural  tendency  is  of  a  vigorous 
^<  purfuit  of  thefe  meafures/'    This  paflage,  I  prefume, 
is  a  fdfficient  proof  of  the  dread  and  averfion  the  American^ 
tttertain  (ur  the  eftabli(hment  of  Epifcopacy  amongd  them. 
Nor  were  they  apprehenfive  without  reafon  that  fuch  a 
meafure  was  in  agitation.  For,  in  the  firft  place,  when  the 
BritiA  parliament  pafled  the  a£tfor  imi>^ng  a  Hamp-duty 
in  America,  in  the  year  1765,  they  enumerated,  amongft  the 
written  inflruments  that  were  made  liable  to  pay  that  duty, 
the  feveral  inftmments  of  Ecclefiaftical  law  which  arc  ufed  in 
the  courts  of  Ecclefiaftical,  or  Epifcopal,  jurifdi&ion  here 
in  England,  as  Citations,  Monitories,  fentences  of  Excom- 
municaticm,  and  the  like :  and  it  is  reported  with  confi- 
dence, that,  when  the  late  Mr.  Geoi^e  Grenville,  (who  was« 
at  that  time,  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  and.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  was  told  that  the  Enumeration  of  these  iur 
ftruments  waa  ui^necefliiry,  as  no  fuch  courts  were  known 
in  America,  he  replied,  that,  though  fuch  courts  were  not  as 
yet  efiabliflie^  \n  America,  yet  it  was  very  poflible  that  they 
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plight  be  eftabliflied  there  in  fome  future  period,  and  that 
then  it  would  be  proper  that  thdfe  inftruments  (hould  pay 
ibe  ftampnluty ;  and  accordingly  the  Enumeration  of  tbefe 
Ixclefiafiicai  Inftruments  was  conttimed  in  the  fiaunp-aft  ; 
and  this  is  faid  to  have  excited  in  the  minds  of  the  Ameri- 
cans a  new  apprehenfion  of  a  deiign  of  this  kind  in  the 
government  of  Great«Britain.  I  jiay,  Mr.  Printer,,  a  new 
apprehenfion  of  this  kind,  becaufe  thry  had  more  than 
once -been  alarmed  with  an  apprehenfion  of  this  danger 
before,  from  the  great  zeal  (iiown  upon  this  fubjeA  by 
fome  of  the  mod  eminent  Knglifh  biftiops  iii  the  late 
reign,  amongft  whom  I  believe  I  may  reckon  the  two 
famous  bifhops  of  London,  Dr.  Gibfon  and  Dr.  ^herlock^ 
and  moft  certainty  the  late  Dr.  ^ecker^  arcfabifliop  of 
Canterbury,  who  (though  he  had  been  bred  amongfl  the 
Proteftant  Diflenters,  an^  in  the  former  part  of  his  life  had 
embraced  the  profe(]Son  of  Phyfick  in  one  or  other  of  ita 
branches,)  was  remarkable  for  an  uncommon  degree  of  zeaf 
for  Epifcopacy,  and  a  mod  ardent  defire  to  extend  its  influ- 
ence to  America. 

But  this  alarm,  which  had  been  excited  amongft  tbe. 
Americans  by  the  Enumeration  of  thelnftrumcnta  uled  by 
Ecclefkftical  courts  in  the  ftamp-act,  was  greatly  increafe^ 
by  a  pamphlet  written  in  the  province  of  either  New*  Jerfey 
or  New-York,  in  the  year  1766,  or  1767,  in  favour  of  the 
meafure  of  eftabliihing  a  Proteftant  BiAop  in  Ainerica. 
This  pamphlet  was  generally  ftippofed  to  be  written  by 
Dr.  Chandler,  a  clergyman  of  the  church  of  England, 
who  was  minifter  of  a  cburch-o&England  congregation 
at  Elizabetb-town,  in  New-Jer^y,  about  fifteen  miles 
from  New- York.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  ably  and  plaufi- 
bly  written,  and  to  have  made  a  ftrong  impreiEo^  both 
on  the  members  of  the  churcti  of  England  in  North- 
iimericay  and  particularly  in  thofe  two  provinces  pf  New*. 
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Jerfey  and  New-York^  and  on  feveral  men  of  power  an4 
influence  in  Great-Britain,  fo  as  to  excite  in  them  ^ 
ilrong  defire  of  caufing  the  meafure  of  cQablifliing  a  bifliop 
m  America  to  be  adopted.  At  leaft  this  was  fuppofed  hj 
the  Americans  to  be  the  effeft  of  it^  For^  foon  after  the 
jiublication  of  this  pamphlet^  the  difllenters  from  the 
church  of  England  in  New-York,  being  mucli  alarmed  by 
an  opinion  of  this  kind,  fet  on  foot  a  periodical  paper 
to  anfwer  the  do£trines  and  fuggeftions  contained  in  it^ 
which  they  called  tie  American  Wbig^  and  in  which 
all  the  a&s  of  cruelty  and  opprellion  that  had  formerly  been 
committed  by  bilhops  of  all  forts,  proteftants  as  well  as 
papifts,  and  particularly  thofe  done  by  archbilhop  Laudp 
bi(hop  Neal,  and  bifliop  Wren,  in  King  Charles  the  Firft's 
time^  (which  occafioned  the  great  emigration  of  the  Puritans 
to  America,  about  the  year  1630,  by  which  the  New- 
England  colonies  w^re  firft  effectually  peopled,)  were 
f)rought  afrefli  to  ligh^  and  painted  in  the  ftrongeft 
colours.  This  American  Whig  came^out  either  once  a 
week  or  once  a  fortnight,  (I  forget  which>}  during  all  the 
year  1767,  and  revived  all  the  ancient  apprehenfions  and 
animoQiies  againft  bifhops,  which  for  a  long  time  before! 
had  (with  but  a  few  intermptions)  gradually  fubfided. 
This  paper  (as  we  might  natiarally  fuppofe  it  would  do) 
produced  a  paper  in  anfwer  to  it,  which  alfo  was  publifhed 
periodically,  as  well  as  the  Americqh  Whig,  and  at  the 
fame  intervals  of  time  one  from  the  other,  that  is,  once  a 
week,  or  once  a  fortnight.  It  bore  a  tremendous  title,  and 
was  written,  as  far  as  I  remember,  in  a  ftyle  of  great 
haughtinefs  and  infolence.  It  was  entitled,  A  Scourge  for 
the  American  IVhig;  by  Timothy  Tickle,  Esq.  and  to  this 
Scourge  a  reply  was  written,  in  defence  of  the  American 
iVhig,  and  entitled,  A  Kick  for  the  Whipper ;  ly  Sir  Isaac 
FoQt;  which  was  likewife  a  periodical  paper,  thatcapae- 
•utctnce  a  week  or  once  a  fortnight.    All  thefe  threi 
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papers  were  'printed  at  New- York,  in  the  ycf  rs  tj6j  and 
]768>  and  bad  the  ill  effect  of  Tetting  the  niindi  of  the 
people  of  America  in  general,  but  particufarly  of  the 
people  in  that  city  and  province,'  of  the  two  oppofitc  feAs 
of  Epifcopalians  and  Prefbyterians,.  very  much  upon  the 
fret  againfl  each  other,  fo  iis  to  deftroy  all  Chriftian  love 
and  affection  in  them  towards  each  other.  And  it  was, 
probably,  in  con(equence  of  the  ferment  caufcd  by  thefe 
papers/ and  of  the  apprehenfion  of  having  a  bifliop  efla* 
blifbed  in  America,  which  had  occafloned  the  writing  them, 
that  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  province  of  the 
Maflachufetts-Bay  inferted  the  above-recited  paragraph  in 
their  letter  to  Mr,  Dc  Berdt,  their  agent,-  defiring  him 
to  ufe  bis  utmoft  efforts  to  ^prevent  fo  dangerous  an  effa- 
bliibmeut. 

{kit,  if  the  publication  of  Dr.  Chandler's  pamphlet  was 
>ufficiept  to  alarm  the  Americans  wiih  the  apprehenfion 
of  having  a  bifhop  efiabli(hed  amongft  them,  how  much 
more  would  (bey  be  alarmed  (if  they  were  again  fubje6t 
lo  the  Crown)  at  the  declaration  contained  in  the  fermon  of 
the  Archbifliop  pf  York  *,  that  fuch  a  meafure  was  become 
indifpenfably  neceflary  ?     Such  a  declaration  from  fuch  a 
p^^rfon  (who  has  been  many  years  preceptor  to  the  heir, 
apparent  of  theCrown^  and  has  iince  been  promoted  to  the 
fecond  ftation  of  digni(y  in  the  church,  as  a  mark  of  his 
Majefty's  approbatiw  of  his  cond jS^  and  principles)  would 
be  confidered  by  them  as  an  ^uthentick,  publick,  notification 
that  ade%nofthis  kind  was  deliberately  refolved-on  in    . 
the  cabinet,  and  would  of  ttfctlf*  if  every  thins  elfe  was 
fettled  to  their  fatisfaction,   be  alnioft  fufficient  to  drive 
than  into  a  new  rebelNop,    The  paffage  in  which  his 
(Srace  makes  this  declaration  concerning  the  eftablifliment 
of  bifliops  in  America,  is  as  follows : 

'   •  Dr.  WtMiam  Marlham*  in  a  Sermon  preached  before  ikt  SgeUty 
/bt§9^agatiiig  the  Qoiptl^  on  the  21  si  day  of  February,  1777. 
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.  «  We  may  noW  perhaps  difcover  a  r^  of  brightnefii. 
^*  liut  for  tbc  continuance  and  idcreafe  o^  it  we  muft  rely 
y  on  the  wifdDm  of  our  govehiburs,  in  confidence  that 
*'  neceflity  will  at  laft  provide  tliofe  remedies  which  fbre- 
^*  fight  did  not :  that  the  dependance  o^  the  colonies  may 
^^  be  no  longer  nominal.  And  for  our  fpirUuai  ihtei^fts^ 
^'  we  hope  tbe.reafoning  which  was  To  juft  in  the  cale  of 
**  Canada,  *."  that,  if  you  allowed  their  religion,  you  muft 
«*  allow  a  maintenance  for  their  clergy,"*  wi)I  be  thought* 
*'  at  leaft,  equally  ftrt)og  when  it  pleads  Rit  our  own 
*^  church ;  that  thole  wbci  are  ditpo(«?d  to  worihip  God 
*^  in  peace  and  charity,  may  be  thought  entitled  to  a 
*^  regular  and  decent  fupport  for  their  minifiers;  that 
*'  they  may  not  continue  to  want  the  important  office  of 
•  ^'  Confirmation,  without  the  benefit  of  which  even  a  Tole- 
'^  ration  is  not  compleat ;  and  that  thofe  who  ha'V'e  a  call 
«*  to  the  mihillry,  may  riot  be  obliged  to  feek  Ordination 
*^  at  an  expenfe  which  is  very  grievdtis,  and  with  the 
^*  hazard  of  a  long  vdj^age,  which  has  fa^en  already  l^tal 
<'  to  many  of  them.  We  have,  furely,  ^  fight  to  expeA 
^  that  the  only  Eftabliflied  church  fhould  not,  agatnft  all 

**  example,  remain  in  a  date  of  oppreflioii,  and  that, 
''  whatever  encouragements  may  be  aSboded,  they  fliodkl 
"  rather  beybr  the  profefling  it  than  again/1  iu" 

This  paflage,  I.preTume,  cannot.  po(fibly  be  underftood 
in  any  other  fenfe  than  as  a  declaration  that,  in  the  firft 
place,  the  Governihents  of  the  American  colonies  moft 
be  new-modelled,  end  made  lefs  popular,  and  more  de- 
pendant on  the  Crown,  than  they  now  are }  and  likewife 
that  a  powerful  llanding-army  muft  be  kept  in  them,  to 
fecure  their  future,  obedience,  or  to  the  end  that  their 
dependence  may  be  no  longer  nominal}  and  adly,  that 
tythes,  or  fome  other  tax,  ought  to  be  impofed  on  the  laity 
in  America    for   th^  fupport  of  the  church-of>£ngland 
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Clergy,  in  (he  fame  manner  as  has  b'een  done  in  Canada 
for  ihe  maintenaDce  of  the  Romi(h  clergy;  and  sdly,  that 
one  or  more  Proteflant  Biihops  ought  to  be  cftabliflied  in 
America,  who  fliould  be  conftantly  refideht  there,  to  Or- 
dain clergymen,  and  adminifier  the  office  of  Confirmation. 
Now  either  of  thefe  meafures,  taken  feparately,  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  excite  the  Colonics  to  rebellion,  if  they 
had  been  in  perfe£t  peace  with  Britain  before  they  had  been 
undertaken.  It  is  therefore  neceifary  to  give  the  Americans 
the  fulled  parliamentary  fecurity  that  they  never  will  be  at- 
tempted ;  and  more  particularly  the  laft  meafure,  of  fettling 
a  biihop  amongft  them,  becaufe  that  is  a  meafure  that  has 
been  mentioned  by  many  other  perfons  of  weight  and  influ- 
ence in  England  before  the  Archbifhop  of  York,  and  has 
^ven  the  Americans  great  uneafinefs. 

A  Friend  to  Reconciliation^ 

F.M. 
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A  PARAPHRASE  ON  A  PASSAGE  IN  A  SERMON  PREACHED 
BY  TUB  MOST  REVEREND  DR.  WILLIAM  MARKHAM, 
ARCHBISHOP  OF  YORK,  BEFORE  THE  SOClfeTY  FOE 
PROPAGATING  THE  GOSPEL,  ONTHE  2ist  OF  FEBRU- 
ARY, 1777; 

WaBN  tr  WAt  EJtPECTED  BT  THE  PERSONS  WHO  HAD  ADVISEB 
THE  AMERICAN  WAR*  THAT  THE  REVOLTED  COLONIES  IM 
AMERICA  WOULD  SOON  BE  INTXRELY  BUBDUED,AND  REDUCED 
to  THE  OBEDIENCE  OF  THE  BRITISH  PARLIAMENT. 

Tre  paflage  itfelf^  which  is  here  intended  to  be  pars^ 

phrafed^  is  in  ihefc  words.     **  Our  pro/peSs  indeed  have 

**  been  Jong  dari»     We  may  new,  ferbapSy  difcover  a  ray 

'^  ofhrightnefs.     But  for  the  continuance  and  increafe  of  it 

"  we  muft  rely  on  the  ivifdom  of  our  Governours ;  in  confix 

«*  dence  that  Neceffity  tuill  at  lajl  provide  tbofe  remedies 

**  which   Forefight  did  not ;  that  the  dependance  of  tht 

**  colonies  inay  be  no  longer  nominal,     Andj  for  our  Spirit 

'*  tual  tniereftsj  we  hope  the  reaJOmng  which  wasfojufl  itt 

**  the  cafe  ofCanada^  ***  ^baty  if  you  allowed  their  religion^ 

**  you  mujl  allow  a  maintenance  for  their  Clergy  f'**  will  is 

**  thought  at  leaft  equally  froHg  when  it  pleads  for  our  own 

^  Church  :  that  tbofe  who  are  difpofed  to  worfbip  God  in 

*'  peace  and  charily,  may  be  thought  entitled  to  a  regular 

"  and  decent  fupport  for  their  mini/lers  ; — that  they  may  ntt 

*'  continue  iowant  the  important  office  of  Confirmation ;  with'- 

'*  out  the  benefit  of  which  even  a  Toleration  is  not  compleat\ 

•*  "-^nd  that  thofe  who  have  a  call  to  the  mtniflry  may  not 

**  be  obliged  to  feek  Ordination  at  an  expence  which  is  very 

**  grievous f  arid  with  the  hazards  of  a  long  voyage^  which 

**  bos  been  already  fatal  to  many  of  them.     We  have  furely 

•*  a  right  to  expe£i,  that  the  only  Efiabli/bed  Church  fhould 

^*  not^  againft  all  example,  remain  in  a  Jiate  of  oppreffion^ 
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*'  and  thai,   vjbdtirjer  encouragements  may  be  ajforieai 

*«  tbeyjbwild  rather  be  for  the  frofejjing  it  tban  agaiff0 

i  ''  it.  \ 

^  ^^    As  to  wbdt  ^elatei  to  the  delmqisents,  tue^  for  our 

f^  *«  parts^  fbould  wijh  to  fay^  "«  G6,  and  fin  no  nwre.'*'  Bui 

J  «'  tbe  Intere/ls  of  great  States  require  fecurities  tbat  are  *o/ 

**  precarious** 

«  This  paflage  is  expreffed  in  fmoolh  and  plaufible  language  t 
but  it  contains  a  variety,  of  moft  bitter  propofitions.  1  pre- 
fume  it  may  b^  fairly  paraphrafed  in  the  following  iaian- 
xier. 

.    **  Our  profpefts  of  reducing  the  rebel  Americans  to  an 

f*  uncondiuonal  fubmiffion  to  the  authority  of  the  mother^ 

<'  country^  fince  the  bceaking-out  of  the  prefent  troubles^ 

^.  <^  have^  till  lately^  been  but  gloomy.  Their  armies  had  in- 

^  <<  vaded  and  reduced  all  Canada  to  their  obedience^  in  tbe 

^  ^'  winter  of  the  year  1775,  except  the  fingle  town  of  Quc- 

*^<  beck ; — and  had  ))locked-up  General  Howe^  with  all  the 

.''  Britifli  troops  that  wer^  then  in  New*£ngland^  within 

'  .<<  the  town  of  Bollon  during  tbe  fame  winter^  and  had  at 

/<  lad  obliged  him  to  abandon  it  in  the  month  of  March  of 

.  ^  the  following  year  1 776,  and  fly  with  his  army  to  Hali£ur 

/^  in  Nova  Scotia ;— and  they  had  repulfed  the  Britifli  fleet 

'<  and  anliy  under  the  command  of  General  Clinton  an^ 

<'  Sir  Peter  Parker^  in  an  attempt  tb^^  made  in  the  fame 

/f,  year  to  poflefs  themfelves  of  Charles-Town  in  SouUr 

.<<  Carolina  : — infomuch    that^    about    half  a  year  ago, 

:<^  neither  his  Majefly's  troops^  nor  thofe  fubjeAs  of  his 

'  <^  Majefly  in  America  who  had  preferved  their  allegiance 

•  <<  to  him,,  poflefled  a  fingle  foot  of  land  throughout  all  the 

'<^  thirteen  revolted  colonies.    But  now  of  late  the  for- 

S<  tune  of  the  war  has  liegan  to  change.    A  ray  of  bright- 

.  •<  Djefs  has  broke^forth  in  the  fucceiTes  of  the  army  under 

. «'  Sir  William  Howe  in  New- York  and  New-Jerfey,  and 
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^  of  that  Udder  General  Burgoyne  and  General  Carletoa 
^*  in  Canada«  The  fiege  of  Quebeck  has  been  raifedj  and 
*^  the  whole  of  thai  extenfive  province  recovered  by  the 
^  latter  generals;  and  the  principal  army  of  the  rebel 
"  Americans  has  been  defeated  by  General  Howe  in  Long 
•*  Ifland ;  and  they  have  been  fince  driven  from  their  forti- 
*  fied  pofts  at  New- York  and  King's  Bridge,  and  fipom 
•*  their  forts  near  Hudfon's  river  f  and  great  part  of  the 
^  provinces  of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey  has  been  redu- 
•*  ccd  to  the  obedience  of  the  Britifli  Crown : — And,  from 
^  the  precipitate  manner  in  which  the  American  army 
*•  has  every  where  fled  before  the  Brilifh  troops,  there  is 
**  good  ground  to  hope  that,  in  the  courfe  of  one  more 
"  campaign,  the  whole  appearance  of  refiftance  to  the 
**  authority  of  Great-Britain  in  America  will  be  at  an  end. 
•*  Titm  will  be  the  time  for  confirming  and  riviiting  the 
'^  domiaion  of  the  Mother-country  over  thofe  turbulent 
^  and  ungrateful  dependencies,  by  making  fiich  wife  and 
**  efleftual  civil  regulations  as  (hall  prevent  a  return  of  the 
'<  prefent  difturbances  j-s^regulations  which  ought  to  have 
*«  been  made  long  ago  by  the  government  of  Great-Bri- 
*<  tain,  if  that  government,  had  had  a  proper  degree  of  fore- 
<'  fight  and  attention  to  the  fcditious  and  republican  prin- 
^*  ciples  that  bad  long  prevailed  in  thofe  colonies,  and  to 
**  the  mifchiefs  which  thofe  principles  were  likely  one  day 
'*  to  produce.  They  will,  however,  be  now  made  at  lafl^ 
^  fince  the  want  of  them  has  been  fo  fatally  experienced* 
*<  The  dependance  of  thofe  colonies  on  Great-Britain  will 
*'  be  no  longer  nominalf  but  real  znd^rong  kud  pirmaneni^ 
^  in  confequence  of  thefe  new  regulations  which  NeceOity 
*'  will  have  taught  the  Britiib  government  at  length  Xg 
<*  eftablift, 

'*  What  thefe  rcgqlations  will  be,  cannot  yet  be  known 
^  with  eertainty.    But,  firom  the  meafuret  which  the  wif- 

o  ^^  dom 
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'»  dom  of  Parliament  has  already  adopted  with  refpcS  tar 
*'  forae  parts  of  North-America,  we  may  conjeflure  that 
'•  they  will  not  be  Tery  different  from  ihofe  that  follow. 

*Mn  the  firft  place,  the  democralical  charters  ofCon- 
«*  nefticut  and  Rhode-Illand  (which  veft  in  the  people  of 
•*  thofc  provinces  the  right  of  annually  chuoiing  their  owtt 
**  Governors,  Councils,  and  Aflemblies  without  any  inter* 
*^  ference  of  the  crown,)  will  be  either  totally  aboliflied,  as 
*^  abfurd  and  incompatible  with  the  genius  of  the  Bciti(h 
'*  government,  (which,  though  in  fonie  refpe£ts  limited,  ia^ 
'^  in  its  efience  and  principle,  monarchical,)  or  will  be 
**  greatly  altered  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Briti(h  legiflature, 
**  and  rendered  more  dependant  on  the  crown ;  as  the  char. 
*'  ter  of  that  other,  and  mod  turbulent,  province  of  New* 
**  England,  the  Maffachufett's  Bay,  (though  lefs  democrat!- 
««  cal  than  the  two  former,)  was  in  the  year  1774,  by  the 
"  advice  of  thofc  eminent  flatefmen.  Lord  North  and  Lord 
**  George  Gcrmaine*. 

**  In  the  fecond  place,  the  proprietary  governments  of 
*'  Penfylvania  and  Maryland  will,  mod  probab'y,  be  alfo 
•*  correded  by  the  fame  wife  and  fupreme  legiflature;  and 
*'  the  powers  of  government  which  are  vefted  by  the  char- 
**  ters  of  thofe  colonies  in  the  heirs  of  William  Penn  and 
*'  Lord  Baltimore,  (the  founders  of  them,)  will  be  refumed 
**  into  the  king's  hands,  upon  reafonable  compenfations  in 
''  honour  and  profit  made  to  the  faid  heirs  for  the  lofs  of 
*'  thofe  hereditary  jurifdiSions,  and  will  be  annexed  perpetu- 
'*  ally  to  the  crown,  from  which  they  ought  never  to  have 
"  been  feparated.  This  meafure  we  may  confider  as  almoft 
*'  fare  of  being  adopted  in  the  new  regulation  of  the  Ame- 

«  See  Almon's  Parliamentary  Debates  for  the  year  1774,  pages 
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^  rican  colonies  that  U  now  in  contemplation,  on  account 
*•  of  its  indirpenfable  importance  towards  eftabliOiing  that 
"  dependance  of  thofe  colonies  on  Great-Britain  which  ii 
••  fo  much  the  objeft  of  our  wi  flies. 

"  And,  thirdly,  we  may  fuppofc  that  in  the  faid  province 
"  of  Penfylvania,  (in  which,  hitherto,  can  you  believe  it  ? 
"  there  has  been  no  council  to  balance  and  controul  th« 
"  aflenibly  elefted  by  the  people,)  the  wifdom  of  parlia- 
**  mem  will  think  it  ncceflary  to  eftablifti  a  council  that 
"  (hall  be  compofed  of  perfons  of  the  grealeft  weight  and 
•*  dignity  in  the  province,  to  be  nominated  by  the  Crown, 
*'  and  who  (hall  alfo  be  removeable  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
"  Crown.  And  it  feems  probable,  alfo,  that  the  number  of 
*'  counfellors  fo  to  be  appointed  will  be  made  variable  at  th« 
'*  pleafure  of  the  Crown  between  the  numbers  of  twelve 
**  counfellors  and  thirty-Jix^  or  fome  other  pretty  diflant 
**  limits ;  fo  that  the  king,  in  his  royal  wifdom,  may,  at 
^'  any  time,  either  add  to,  or  take  from,  the  faid  coun- 
**  cil  a  great  number  of  members,  whenever  he  (hall  think 
*'  the  members  already  belonging  to  it  not  fufficiently  at- 
•*  tentive  to  the  maintenance  of  his  royal  prerogative. 
**  For  this  has  been  already  done  with  refpeft  to  the  new 
"  council  e(labli(hed  in  the  Maflachu felt's  Bay  by  the  late 
**  judicious  aft  for  amending  their  charter,  which  was 
"  paiTed  in  the  year  1774  by  the  advice  of  the  aforefaid 
•*  great  ftatefmen. 

"  In  the  fourth  place,  we  may  hope  that  all  the  judges 
**  and  (heriffs,  and  other  officers  of  juftice  in  the  fevcral 
''  provinces  in  America,  will  be  made  compleatly  depen- 
**  dant  on  the  Crown,  fo  as  to  be  both  nominated  by  the 
**  king,  and  removeable  by  him  at  his  pleafure,  inftead  of 
**  either  being  eleAed  by  the  people,,  (as  they  now  are  in 
**  fome  of  the  colonies  by  virtue  of  their  unfortunate  char- 
''  ters^}  or  of  being  appointed  by  the  crown  in  a  permanent 
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*^  judges  are  appointed  here  in  £ngiand.  And  at  the  fame 
^'  ftime  we  may  prefurae  that  the  Britiib  Parliament^  or  the 
"  Crown,  will  take  care  to  increafe  the  falaries  of  thelt 
**  jw^cfi  a^  other  oHicerB  of  jn(lix>c  in  every  province^  fa 
*^  as  to  make  their  offices  become  obje£ls  of  ambition  and 
'^  tcompetition  to  all  themoft  ;abl£  and  a£live  lawyers  in ihe 
"  province,  who  will  thereby  be  induced  to  vie  with  «ach 
^'  other  in  duty  and  loyalty  to  the  king's  naajcfty,  and  in 
5'  zeal  for  the  maintenance  of  his  Boya!  Prerogative,  in  or- 
^*  derto  obtaintbem.  This  will  be  a  moll  ufef ul  tegulation^ 
^'  and  cannot  fail  of  producii^  the  bed  tfftAs  z  and  it  ha« 
*'  been  already  adopted  in  the  invportant  province  of  ihe 
**  Jyl^3i*^h«fett*a  Bay  with  refpect  to  the  judges  of  the  fupe-r 
'*  rioar  rourt  there. 

"  in  ll^  -fifth  place;,  we  may  fwrely  expefl  that  dw  Briti(b 
*^  government  wiH  greatly  incrcale  the  number  of  officers 
*'  .employed  in  the  colle£lian  of  the  cudoms  in  America, 
^  and  in  enrfbrdng  (the  execution  of  the  laws  of  trade 
'^  amongfiihemj  which  have  bi^therlo  been  mod  (hamefully 
^  ^evaded.  This  will  be  doubly  ufeful;  inalnnich  as  it  will 
'*  not  only  tend  to  produce  the  |uft  and  £ull  execution  of 
*^  thofe  law^,  but  will  create  a  new  iet  of jperfons  dependant 
**  on  ilie  Crow43«  and  difpofed  to  fupport  its  Prercgative. 
^  This  has  already  been  done  in  fome  degree  by  eredic^ 
'*  the  Board  of  Commiffioners  of  Cudoms  for  North- 
^'  Ai»enea»  with  iiandfome  ialaiie*  of  500/.  a  year  a  piece. 
^'  But  amcb  :more  of  the  lame  kind  remains  to  be  done  \b 
^  order  t»  give  this  meafure  its  full  and  proper  £fie^ 

<'  In  tbe  fixtb  place^  it  feems  by  no  means  improbable 
^  that  a  moft  judicious  piece  of  policy  which  has  lately  been 
^  adopted  with  refped  to  the  gneat  pr ovioce  of  Quebeck^ 
^  mj  be  jexlended  to  the  other  provinces  of  North-Amek* 
^  lica :  1  mean  tbe  meafure  of  annexiiy  a  fiilary  of  100/. 
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^  or  m«n)^r  of  ks  lhgifi«tl«e  oomunl..  For  k.  ia  oWwuf 
^^  Ibal^  fucb.  a  xiiea6«re^  tf ^xtoncted  U^  th^h  oilnet  proinnfreft 
<^  would  gfoitly  cooAfibvtjB  la,  ktep  tbttimnbAipSf  of  the 
^  fevemi  cwiK^il^odfaooi  m»hsbi^Qi«<Mifl»Qt:6delUiy.an4 
<^  attsRbwcttt  to  th«iAUrQ69  a£  th«:  CrQwn  ^nd  of  (8rea«» 
^"^  Brilaki. 

"^  fai  tb(9  <t«<9fitb  pJkicfiy  kwiU  e9ftttenl1y«  W  proper  to  huiM 
^  fort^  or  ckaclot^,  ia  allrtAA  |)rinci|iftl  towtiA  qf  Korth- 
'^  AmvioBi^  and-  lijc^wilW  9^  t))^  9ipia^»  of  bU  tbc  prio^ipal 
^*  rinort  tlbem;.  ipere  e^iftU^r  at  ^ofton^.  New-Y<>rk> 
^  Fbiladdphil^.AJJhan  ip  ihft  |i«wiQC9of  Now-Yorlf^.  and 
<^  Gbark^^TonmiQ  SpmbrCaroiiQi^Md  «l  tho  i9oi«irb^  f^ 

*'  ketp-up  ilrong  gamToiviia:  iJfMfR ;  in  order  lo  Qurfe.  ibe 
^  liowtiQiirMfi  of  tho  jie9fkj  avd  to  k^ep  %hwn  m  that 
«^  flsKte  of  pcacc:  aaid  £hibjieAiQi>  to  ^  erovyo  io  wbich.  we 
^^  h^^  reafqn  to  hopo  they  will  Sdohl  b«  reduced.  The 
^  nowhcfi  Q^  iraopo  loqMtfitB  for  tbis  faktatry  piir|)Q(«^.  ^  iU> 
^^  I  jffcfumfi^  b«  about  thirty  ihoufand  n^n. 

^^  WMMit  tbra  very  imfiof la^t  meafiire  Ut  would:  not  be 
ii'  ^^sgHj]ff  ^  carry  tbe  former  mearjLH:ie8  into  c^ecuftioo.;— 
^^'  al  kaft  lill  tbe  people  of  thofe  piovincea  had  become 
^^  bahJUMod:  to  tbe  aew  kind  of  governmeot  e:Aab]iOied 
*^  Qver  tbenv^  «n4  h^  fivmed  tbeije  hope%  and  v.W^'4>  and 
<*  (ettiiments^  Jiceordtngty.  ThU  loAaJb^peU  U?«nefoir^  i»- 
^^  dtQ^eDfabiy  QAoeiTary,  trhat  tju^  d^pei^OM  dl  vbe.  osplo- 
^*  IMS  on  G^ea^-BriuWi  may  bQ  m)  longttr  nftiphwJ.^  aei^ 
"  by  Ibe  fiipbM  coodu&  o*^&wiet  n)ijai(ter%  qf  ft^Af^  it.  has 
**  Iwen  bithetto. 

^^  An4y  M  the  foi^ego^iig^r^uiatiw^  end  ooore  ctfpiit^ially 
^*  Ibe  laft,  wH  evideniiy  re^^wire  9  very  cqM&krafek  kjip  of 
**  money  to  be  evc^ry  year  f x)m?u4<^  by  goveri>n>v»|  5  a»d 
*•  it  4  bl>l  rqafonaWe  ibM  the  AixMt^t«4nt  (bovW  pay  thi* 
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*^  money,  which  their  own  ingratitude  and  obftinacy  will 
'^  have,  made  it  neceflfary  for  Great-Britain  to  expend  upon 
''  them ; — and  the  produce  of  the  few  port-duties  now 
^^  fubGfting  in  America  will  be  much  too  fmall  to  defray 
"  thi8  great  expense  3 — it  will  be  neceflary  in  the  eighth 
^^  place^  that  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  (hould  efta^ 
**  blifli  fome  further  port- duties  in  America,  to  be  applied 
**  to  the  foregoing  purpofes,  or  to  the  fupportof  the  new 
^^  civil  and  military  e(labli(hment  which  will  be  made 
*'  there.— And  perhaps,  alfo,  it  will  be  thought  expedient 
'^  to  lay  fome  reafonable  and  equitable  internal  tax  on  the 
'^  Americans  in  aid  of  the  faid  port-duties,  which  might 
'^  hardly  by  themfeives  be  fufficient  to  defray  the  whole  ex* 
'^  pense  of  fo  large  an  eftablifhment.  Such,  for  example^ 
**  might  be  another  ftamp-duty,  upon  the  plan  of  that 
*'  which  was  laid  upon  the  Americans  by  the  Britifh  par- 
^^  liament  in  the  year  1765,  and  too  haftily,  and  moft  un- 
*^  happily,  taken*o(r  in  the  following  year,  1766;  and 
"  which,  by  the  confeffion  of  the  Americans  themfeives, 
'^  was  the  mofl  judicious  internal  tax  that  could  beimpofed 
*^  upon  them,  if  (fay  they)  it  had  been  right  to  impofe  any 
'^  tax  at  ail.  This  tax,  therefore,  might  be  again  impofed 
'^  upon  the  Americans,  after  the  appeal  to  the  decifion  of  the 
<^  Almighty,  which  the  Americans  have  made  concerning 
'^  the  right  of  the  BritiOi  parliament  to  govern  them,  (hall 
'^  have  been  determined  againft  them^  as  we  may  hope  it 

,  ^^  will  now  foon  be.  And,  if  this  tax  (hould  be  agairl  im* 
"  pofed  on  them,  it  will  probably'be  neccffary  to  double 
**  the  quantity  of  it,  on  account  of  the  great  excefs  of  the 
'^  expenfe  of  the  new  American  eflablifliment,  (which  the 
**  rebellious  condu6k  of  the  Americans  will  have  rendered 

^'  neceflary,)  above  that  which  was  thought  fufficient  at  the 

**  time  of  pafling  the  former  ftamp>a£t. 
*^  Thefe,  and  other  fuch,   mcafures  will  probably  be 

"  thought 
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■*  thought  by  the  Britifh  parliament  to  be  the  proper  and 
"  neceffar)'  remedies  for  the  feditiou?  diforders  of  America, 
*'  and  will,  therefore,  no  doubt,  be  applied  without  delay, 
^'  in  order  to  preferve  a  realy  and  not  a  nominal^  dependance 
**  of  thofe  colonies  on  Great-Britain.  And  thus  the  (em^ 
*^  poral  affairs  of  that  country  will  now  fpeedily  be  ar- 
**  ranged. 

**  But  what  more  immediately  demands  our  attention, 
**  and,  no  doubt,  muft  excite  the  concern  of  the  congrega^ 
**  tion  here  affembled,  is  ihejlate  of  religion  in  thofe  pro- 
"  vinces ;  which,  it  mnft  be  confefled,  has  hitherto  been 
"  too  little  attended«to  by  the  government  of  Great-Britain. 
"  Bui  now  we  may  juftly  hope  this  fault  will  be  repaired, 
**  and  thai  fuch  meafures  will  be  adopted,  in  favour  of  ihe 
"  pure  and  holy  church  of  which  we  are  members,  as  (hall 
'*  effectually  eft ablilh  and  fupport  it  throughout  all  America. 
"  Thefe,  wx  may  prefume,  will  be  as  follows. 

'^  In  the  firft  place  parliament  will  now,  at  lad,  eftabliHi 
**  tythes,  or  fome  other  legal  payment,  in  the  colonies  of 
**  America,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  of  the  church 
**  of  England  that  are  fettled  in  it.  This  feems  fo  highly 
'^  reafonablcj  that  it  is  almoft  a  matter  of  (lri£l  juftice.  For 
*'  it  is  no  more  than  what  has  been  done  in  Canada,  by 
^  the  late  Quebeck-a£l,  in  favour  of  the  clergy  of  the  church 
'*  of  Rome,  upon  this  equitable  principle,  *  That,  if  the 
"  Britifli  government  allowed  the  religion  of  the  Roman- 
"  catholicks  to  be  profeffed  in  that  province,  (which,  by 
"  the  capitulation  in  1760,  and  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1763, 
*^  it  Teemed  bound  in  juftice  to  do,)  they  rauft  alfo  provide 
"  a  maintenance  for  their  priefts.'  *'  Now,  furely,  the 
"  lame  principle  may  be  applied  to  our  own  church,  and 
**  will  prove  that,  fince  it  is  neceffary  to  allow  the  religion 
*^  of  the  church  of  England   to  be  profeffed  in  ihe  other 
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'^  colonics  of  North. America,  it  19  alfo  neceffary  to  provtdt 
^^  a  maintenance  for  its  minifters. 

^^  Nor  ought  thefe  payments  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
^^  minifters  of  the  church  of  England  to  be  msdc  only  by 
^^  thofe  perfons  who  are  members  of  the  church.  This 
^^  would  be  much  too  narrow  a  fund  for  the  decent  and 
'^  honourable  fupport  of  that  denomination  of  proteftantt 
*^  who  may  be  called  the  only  eftabli/b^  cburch  in  all  Ame* 
5^  rica.    In  confequence  of  this  preeminence  of  our  holy 

church  above  all  the  fefitarian  perfuafions  in  religion^ 
^^  (which^  indeed^  are  but  too  frequent  and  numerous  ia 
^^  thofe  provinces,  but  which,  in  a  legal  confideration,  art 
^<  only  toUraUdxTLHi^m^  and  not  ijlabli/led^  any  more  tfaaa 
^^  they  are  here  in  England,)  it  is  fit  and  juft  that  ageneral 
^^  contribution  (hould  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  its 
^<  minifters  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  America  wtihoat 
<<  diftindion,  even  as  here  in  England  prefbyterians,  and 
'^  quakerSi  and  other  diiTenters  from  theedablifbed  churchy 
^'  are  obliged  to  pay  tythes  to  its  mbifters«  For  thofe  who 
<^  are  difpofed  to  wor(hip  God  in  peace  and  charity,  that  ts^ 
<<  the  members  of  the  church  of  England,  are  eniitUd  to  a 
*'  regular  and  decent  fupport  for  their  minifters. 

'^  In  the  fecond  place,  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  pariia^ 
*^  ment  will  make  ufe  of  the  prefent  glorious  opportunity  is 
^^  ^JUhli/b  li/bops  in  Ammca.  This  is  a  meafure  of  the 
^^  utmoft  confequence  to  both  the  laity  and  the  clergy  of 
^'  the  church  of  England  in  America ; — to  the  laity,  that 
'^  they  may  not  want  the  important  office  of  CoofinnaUon^ 
^'  without  the  benefit  of  which  even  a  Toleration  of  the 
'^  church  of  Ekigland  is  not  compleat  :*-*and  to  the  young 
''  men  who  devote  themfelves  to  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel, 
^  by  affording  them  an  opportunity  of  receiving  epifcopal 
<^  ordination  in  the  country  in  which  they  have  been  bom 
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<(  and  educated,  without  being  forced,  (ai  tbey  hate  been 
^<  hitherto,)  to  come  to  England  for  that  purpofe,  at  an  ex« 
''  penfe  which  they  can  ill  fupportp  and  with  the  hasavd 
''  of  their  healths  and  lives  in  a  long  fea-voyage,  which  has 
**  been  already  fatal  to  ^any  of  them.  Till  this  important 
^*  meafure  is  adopted,  and  carried  into  eBl&ual  execution, 
^  by  eftabliihing  a  proper  number  of  bifliops  in  Americaf 
''  with  revenues  fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  their  office  and 
''  fiatioDy  the  church  of  England  {though  it  is,  in  point  of 
''  right  and  law^  the  only  eliabliflied  church  in  Amcricai) 
''  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  infa6i  in  a  date  of  perfecution  or 
**  oppreffion,  while  every  other  denomination  of  protefianta 
'<  enjoys  the  higheft  degree  of  liberty :  which  is  an  eyent 
<'  of  a  fingular  nature,  and  contrary  to  tbe  example  of  all 
**  other  governments  in  the  world  ;  as  tbey  always  take  care 
"  to  provide  fuitable  encouragements  and  fupports  for  the 
''  feveral  religions  they  think  fit  to  adopt  and  eilablifh.  It 
*^  b  fitj  therefore,  that  England  (hould,  at  laft,  follow  the 
''  fame  jufl  policy,  and  that  every  encouragement  that  th^ 
*'  Britifli  government  can  aflford  to  any  religion  in  America 
^  (boold  be  afforded  to  that  of  the  church  of  England. 

''  As  to  what  relates  to  the  perfons  who  have  engaged  in 
^  this  wicked  and  unnatural  rebellion,  we,  that  are  minifters 
^  of  the  gofpel  of  peace  and  mercy,  fhould,  if  we  were  to 
'^  follow  the  inclinations  of  our  hearts,  rejoice  to  fee  thofc 
**  offenders  difcharged,  at  the  clofeof  thefe  troubles,  with  nQ 
''  other  puniibment  or  reproof,  than  our  Saviour's  exborta^ 
''  tion  to  the  woman  taken  in  adultery,  <  Go,  and  Jin  ni^ 
**  moTi.*  But  policy  and  prudence  forbid  fo  mild  a  coii<^ 
^*  du£t,  and  make  it  neceffary  to  tbe  future  fafety  and  tran« 
**  quillity  of  the  (late,  that  many  of  tbofe  who  have  been 
*^  nuiff -guilty  in  exciting  this  rebellion  in  America  (hould 
^  receive  due  puni(bment  for  their  crimes  by  the  fentence 
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**  of  thofc  laws  which  they  have  To  wantonly  and  atrociouflf 
"  violated.    The  members  of  the  Continental  Congrefs  in 
"  particular,  who  have  paffed  the  vote  of  Independancc, 
"  and  thereby  themfelves  renounced,  and  infligated  their 
"  countrymen  to  renounce,  the  allegiance  due  to  the  king's 
''  facred  majefty,  mud  be  coniidcredas  having  offended  be* 
"  yond  all  hopes  of  mercy  ;  which,  if  it  were  extended  to 
*'  offenders  of  that  deep  malignity,  might  be  juftly  cenfured 
"  as  weak  and  dangerous,  and  injurious  to  the  ptiblick  wel* 
fare.     For  it  would  counter-aft  the  good  efrcfts  of  the 
''  fuccefTes  with  which  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  blefs  our 
'^  arms  in  this  unhappy  conteft,  and  would  render  precari- 
**  ous  the  future  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  American 
'*  colonies,  and  the  future  authority  of  Great- Britain  over 
"  them,  (by  which  alone  that  tranquillity  can  be  prefervcd,) 
"  by  preventing  the  exiftence  of  the  ftrongeft  of  all  fecu- 
"  ri ties  for  the  continuance  of  thofe  bleflings,  to  wit,  the 
"  terror  arifing  from  the  fight  and  memory  of  a  fevere  and 
''  extenfive  execution  of  the  laws  againft  thofe  who  have  fo 
"  wickedly  overthrown  them.    Thefe  very  great  offenders, 
"  therefore,  together  with  the  principal  members  of  the 
**  feveral  provincial  aflemblies,  or  conventions,  that  have 
'^  ufurped  the  government  of  their  refpeAivc  provinces  fincc 
"  the  general  rejeftion  of  his    Majefty's  lawful  authority, 
"  we  muft  now  prepare  ourfelves  to  fee  punlflied  in  the 
"  manner  the  laws  direft,  in  order  to  infure  to  future  gene- 
"  rations  the  advantages  of  peace  and  harmony  betweqn 
''  Great-Britain  and  the  American  colonies,  with  a  dtie  fab- 
^'  ordination  of  the  latter  to  the  pTarental  authority  of  the 
^'  former,  which,  by  God*s  blefling  on  bis  Majefty'is  arms, 
"  are  likely  now  foon  to  be  eilablifhed/' 

This  I  take  to  be  a  fair  and  moderate  interpretation  of 
the  above-mentioned  paffage  of  the  Archbiihop  of  York's 

fermon. 
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fennon.  The  feven  propofitioiis,  or  regulations,  hercifi 
before  diflin6ily  fei-forth  in  the  firft  part  of  the  foregoing 
paraphrafe,  are  thofe  which  I  conceived,  upon  reading  the 
faid  paflage  of  that  fermon,  the  archbifliop  muft  ha\e  had 
in  his  mind  at  the  time  he  wrote  it,  and  would  have  fet  forth 
and  avowed,  if  he  had  been  under  a  neceflfiiy  of  pointing- 
out  diflin£tly  what  tbo/e  remedies  of  the  political  diforders 
in  America  %uerey  which,  he  fays,  Nectflity  will  now  at  laft 
provide,  though  Forefight  did  not.  And  I  am  confident 
that  no  American  that  leads  that  fermon,  will  conceive  it 
to  mean  lefs. — And,  as  to  the  latter  propofitions  concern- 
ing the  date  of  the  church  of  England  in  America,  and  the 
TiecefRty  of  eftablifhingtythes  there,  or  fome  other  legal  and 
general  payments,  (to  be  made  by  all  the  inhabitants  of 
America^  as  well  as  by  the  members  of  the^  church  of 
England,)  for  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  of  the  church 
ofElngland,  and  likewife  of  eftablifliing  bifliops  there; — I 
fay,  as  to  theft  latter  propofitions,  they  are  exprefsly  con- 
tained in  the  Archbiihop's  own  words,  which  cannot  be 
made  inteHigible,  or  confident  with  ihcmfelves,  by  any  other 
interpretation. — ^Nor  can  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  aforefaid 
paflage  of  the  Archbilhop'sfermon,  in  which  he  faysconcife- 
iy,  "  Ibat  the  interejls  of  greq^i  Jlaies  require  Jecurities  that 
are  not  precarious/*  be  well  fuppofed  to  have  a  lefs  extenfive 
meaning  than  that  which  is  above  afcribed  to  it. 

There  is  alfo  another  very  remarkable  paflage  in  that 
fermon  of  the  Archbifliop  of  York,  which  relates  to  a  moft 
refpedable  body  of  people  herein  England  itfelf;  I  meaii 
the  proteftant  diflenters.  Thefe  people  have  fo  far  incurred 
his  grace's  difpleafure,  by  expreffing  a  difapprobation  of  the 
meafurefr  that  have  been  taken  againft  America,  that  he 
treats  them  as  the  worft  enemies  of  government,  and  de- 
dares  that   the  fevere  laws  which  were  formerly  made 
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•gainft  papifts  in  the  reigns  of  queon  EKsabcth  and  kmg 
Jamea  I.  in  couiequcnce  of  tb^ir  fi*e(|ttenl  ploto  lo  (kthro«f 
and  aflaffinate  the  fornoerj.  and  of  lh«  famou9  gunpowder 
plot  in  the  beginning  of  the  revgn  ^  the  ht^,  (by  W'hacb 
they  deiigned  to  deftroy  at  once  the  king  and  both  houfe$  of 
parliament>)  ought  now  to  be  extended  to  thefe  o^Wy  but 
equally  dangerous,  donieftick  enemies.  Thepaflage  inwbW^ 
this  fentiment  is  conveyed^  is  in  thefe  words*  **  Wbirka 
*^  fiH  is  e/ialfti/bidi  it  ufually  hfomss  a  fari^  in  tl^jfaUf 
**  ii  has  Us  inierajls ;  ii  has  its  aninqfiliss ;  Ugetb^r  v^iik 
*'  ajj^smoffivil  opinions ^  by  which  ii  is  dipimgui/b4d3  a$ 
*^  leaft  as  much  4s  hjt  its  rdigkms^  Upm  tbefo  opinionSf 
'^  teth^n  contrarjn  to  the  w^lUeing  of  ih4  comimvity^  tb^  ^u^ 
**  tbority  ofibeftate  is  profsrlj  exgrcifed. 

**  7 be  la^s  aua^sd  againfi  papifts  hav4  le$n  extr^melj 
**  fiver  $  :  but  they  ware  not/ouaJed  os  atty  diffenen^ii  in  r«- 
*'  ligioiss  /ejuimanls.  The  reajom  upon  which  tk^  west4 
*'  founded  were  purely  political.  • 

^^  The  p0pi/is  acknowledged  a  fovereignty  difiermi  /rom 
''  thatofthejlatei  andjbme  of  the  opinions  which  ibfymain^ 
"  tained  m^de  if  impoffiblejor  tbem  to  give  any  Jecutity  fat 
''  their  obedtence.  We  are  ufually  governed  by  traditional 
"  notions f  and  are  apt  to  receive  the  partialities  and  avee^Jitmn 
"  of  our  fathers.  But  new  dangers  may  arife:  and^  tf  est 
^*  any  time  another  denomination  of  m$nfbould  be  equally 
**  dangerous  to  our  civil  intere/ls,  it  would  h$  ju/ii/^ble  fo 
^  lay  tbem  under fimilar  reftraints,'* 

1  piefume  it  cati  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  meaning  of 
the  laftfentence  of  thi^  paOage,  when  turned  intoftill  plainer 
ilngtiib,  ia  as  follows.  *<  The  prefbyteriana  and  other  pro-* 
**  teftant  diflenters  of  England  are  at  thb  day  as  much  en««- 
**  mtes  to  government,  and  as  dangerous  to  our  civil 
*'  iotertfts,  as  the  papifts  were  in  the  reigns  of  queen  Etisa^ 
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^  hcLh  aod  king  James  f •  when  thofe  fevere  laws  were 
**  made  againft  them.  Therefore  it  is  now  equally  juft  and 
**  neceflary  to  make  the  like  laws  agaioft  the  faki  protefiant 
''  diffentcrs-" 

This  is  a  ftrange  accufation  to  be  brought  againft  that 
body  of  men  laEngiaQd  who  have,  of  all  others,  been  mod 
uoiibrmly  and  zeaJoudy  attached  to  the  government  of  tbo 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  ever  fince  the  firft  moment 
of  their  acceffion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms  ! — and 
for  no  other  crime  but  ezpreffing  a  difapprobation  of  the 
wild  and  dangerous  projeA  of  attempting  to  govern  three 
millions  of  j>ei»ple,  at  the  diftance  of  three  tboufand  miles, 
in  a  manner  they  did  not  like,  by  means  of  a  great  army, 
compoied  in  part  of  hired  foreigners  s*-a  projeA  which  was 
likely  to  be  aimoft  equally  pernicious  to  Great-Britain,  whe- 
ther it  did,  or  did  not,  fucceed.  For,  if  it  had  fuccceded, 
it  would  have  increafed  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
crown  (which  are  already  generally  thought  to  be  too  great,} 
in  fo  great  a  degree  as  to  have  rendered  the  liberties  of  Eng- 
land itfelf  precarious,  or  dependant  on  the  perfonal  cha- 
rafter  and  virtues  of  the  king  upon  the  throne  ;  and  it 
would  Ilkewifc  have  occafioued  a  prodigious  additional 
Annual  expenfe  to  Great-Eritaiia,  to  maintain  the  army 
which  would  have  been  necefTary  to  keep  America  in  fubjec- 
tion,  after  it  had  been  lubdued ; — an  expenfe  which  would 
have  far  exceeded  all  the  taxes  that  could  have  been  raifed 
for  that  purpofe  in  America,  together  with  all  the  pro fi is 
that  Great-Britain  could  have  derived  from  the  prefervatioa 
and  iRonopoIy  of  its  trade.  And,  if  it  did  not  fucoecd, 
(whicli  was  much  the  more  likely  event,  and  that  which 
we  now  fee  and  feel,  has  happened,)  it  was  likely  to  be 
attended  with  the  total  lofs  of  the  colonies  of  North-Ame- 
rica«  (which  would  in  fuch  a  cafe  make  themfelvcs  independ- 
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tnt  of  Great-Britain,)  together  with  that  of  the  Weft-IndU 
i(lands,andtheNovvfoundlanci  fi(hery,and  (in  confequencc 
of  thefe  lofles)  wiih  the  diminution  of  our  trade  and  mari- 
time power,  the  decreafe  of  the  produce  of  the  cuftoms  and 
excife,  the  lefleningof  the  fecurity  of  the  national  debt,  and 
the  neceflity,  at  the  fame  time,  of  continually  layingon  new 
taxes,  which  muft,  in  fuch  a  (late  of  things,  be* principally 
levied  upon  the  landed  property  of  the  kingdom.     All  thefe 
mibfortunes,  and  more,  were  likely  to  be  thdlronfequence 
of  the  failure  of  fuccefs  in  this  attempt  to  fuhjugaie  America. 
And  that  this  attempt  would  fail  o\  fuccefs,  was  eafily  fore- 
feen,  and  publickly  and  repeatedly  foretold,  not  only  by 
many  of  the  proteftant  diflenters  of  the  kingdom,  but  by 
numbers  of  people  of  other  defer!  ptions  in  it,  who  thought 
It  highly  improbable  that  France  (notwithfianding  her  pro- 
feflSons  of  friendfliip  and  fidelity  to  her  engagements  with 
Great -Britain,)  would  forbear  to  interfere  in  favour  of  the 
colonies  in  one  period  or  other  of  the  difpule,  in  oider  to 
prevent  the  reconciliation  and   re-union  of  thofe  two  great 
members  of  the  Britifti  empire,  and  (to  ufe  Dr.  Franklin's 
expreflion  in  his  memorial  to  the  court  of  France  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1777,)  to  improve  the  tno/l  favouralle 
opportunity  that  bad  ever  been  offered  ber,  of  humbling  ber 
moji  powerful  and  hereditary  enemy.     And  now  the  event 
has  (hown  that  this  apprehenfion  was  but  too  well  ground- 
ed.    It  ought  not  therefore  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime  to  the 
proteftant  diffenters  of  the  kingdom,  that  they  oppofed  that 
impolitick  fyftem  of  meafures  which,  they  faw,  was  likely 
to  bring  ruin  on  the  nation,  and  deprive  hisMajeftyofa 
great  and  moft  flourifhing  part  of  his  dominions  ; — and 
much  Icfs  ought  it  to  be  confidered  as  a  crime  of  fo  deep  a 
dye  as  to  warrant  the  very  fevere  meafures  which  the  Arch- 
bifliop  recommends  to  betaken  againfl  them^  of  treating 

them 
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them  as  a  fel  ot  people  who,  by  principle,  are  enemies  to  the 
confiituiion  of  their  country,  and  of  extending  to  them,  on 
that  account,  the  laws  formerly  made  againfl  papifts. 

As.for  the  other  event  of  this  attempt  to  fubjugate  Ame- 
rica,  I  mean  the  fuccefsful  one,  the  Archbifhop  himfelfhas 
furniflied  all  lovers  of  civil  liberty  with  the  moft  fubftantial 
reafoDS  for  wifliing  that  it  might  not  happen,  by  difplaying 
to  them  the  fyftem  of  meafures  which,  he  thinks,  in  that 
event,  onght  to  have  been,  and  would  have  been,  adopted, 
by  thofe  who  direct  the  publick  counfels  of  this  nation,  for 
the  future  regulation  of  A.merica,  to  wit,  the  fyftem  which 
is  contained  in  the  firft  paflage  above-recited  from  his  grace's 
fermon,  and  of  which  I  have  ventured  in  the  foregoing  pages 
to  furniOi  the  reader  with  a  paraphrafe.     For,  if  America 
had  been  perfectly  fubdued,   and  reduced,   (as  the  fafliion* 
able  expreffion  was,)  to   unconditional Jubmtj[Jiony  and,  in 
confequence  of  fuch  redu6llon,  the  aforefaid  fyftem  of  mea- 
fures, (which  are  defcribed  in  the  above  paraphrafe,  and 
which  [  conceive  to  have  been  thofe  which  the  Archbiftiop 
muft  have  had  in  his  eye  when  he  preached  that  fermon,) 
bad  been  adopted  by  the  Britifti  parliament  ;  I  muft  freely 
confefs  that  I  (hould  have  thought  it  a  greater  misfortune 
than  even  the  contrary,  and  more  probable,  event,   which 
has  happened,  with  all  the  train  of  melancholy  confequences 
that  feeni  likely  to  accompany  it ,— fuch  as  the  lofs  of  all 
ourpofleffions  both  in  North- America  and  the  Weft-Indies, 
together  with  that  of  the  Newfoundland  fifhery  (ihough  fo 
valuable  to  us  as  a  nurfery  for  feamen,)  and  that  of  Gibral- 
tar and  Minorca,  and  of  all  our  poflTeflions  in  Africa  and  the 
Eaft-Indies.    Thefe,  I  acknowledge,  are  great  misfortunes  : 
but  the  lofs  of  the  civil  liberties  of  the  nation,  or  their  being 
rendered  precarious  and  dependant  on  the  perfonal  chara<Ser 
and  virtues  of  the  king  fjr  the  time  being,  (which  would 

have 
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have  been  the  cocifequMce  of  the  (yftem  of  meafure*  rtoom^ 
mended  by  the  archbifliop,)  would  be  a  much  greater.  And 
in  this  opinioHi  I  truft,  lam  not  fingular^  but  have  the 
coocurrence  of  tboufands  and  tens  of  thoulands  of  my  fel- 
low-fubje&s. 


Pfobih$  lamenia  finare  \ 


Flere  vsta  p^puios;  lacf^mas,  luQ&s  que  nmitie: 
yirtC€rg  PEJLS  erat."     , 

Lucani  Pbar/alia^  Lib.  7>  vers.  707, 7081  709* 

F.  M. 
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OF  THE  STATE  OF  NORTH  AMERICA,  AFTER  THE 
CAPTURE  OF  LORD  CORNWALLISS  ARMY. 


For  the  Mqrking  Chronicle. 


London^  Augujl^y  1781* 
Mr.  Painter^ 

Inclosed  you  bsve  a  letter  wrote  by  a  gentleman  in 

South«CaroIina  to   his  friend    in    London,    without   the 

alteration  of  a  word  or  fyllable*    The  writer  I  know  to  be 

a  native  of  South-Britain^  and  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of 

large  property  in  America,    where   he  has   refided   near 

twenty  years*    The  knowledge  and   ability  of  the  writer, 

and  the  fitoefs  and  propriety  of  the   plans  and   reafons 

fuggcfied,  are  fubmitted  to  the  opinion  of  the  nation ;  but 

whatever  the  politics  of  the  day  may  determine,   I  am  con* 

iident  that  Great-Britain  will  ere  long  be  convinced,  that 

it  was  her  intereft  and  her  wifdom  to  have  adopted  and 

purfued  them  with  an  ardour,  which  is  due  to  that  patrl* 

otifm,   integrity,   and  good  fefnfe,    with  which  they  are 

recommended  by  the  writer,  for  the  benefit  of  bis  King 

and  country* 

A.  B. 

South^arotina,  March  28,  178a. 

In  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  to  be  (ilent  is  to  be 
criminal ;  and  I  (hould  ill  deferve  the  confidence  and 
firiendfliip  I  have  fo  repeatedly  experienced  from  you,  if 
I  did  not  give  you  my  fentiments  candidly  on  the  times. 

The  fall  of  Lord  Comwallis  is,  beyond  a  doubt,  a  mi$^ 
Ibrtune  of  the  firil  magnitude,  but  by  no  means  places 
America  in  fo  independent  a  fituation  as  thp  firQ:  com- 
ic plexioa 
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plexion  of  this  unfortunate  event  feemed  to  give  it  In  the 
eyes  of  the  enemies  to  Great-Britain ;  but  I  am  confining 
myfelf  to  the  fouth  country  altogether,  and^  before  I  write 
another  fentence^  I  will  be  free  enough  to  own  the  impof- 
(ibility  now  of  reducing  the  northern  country  to  obedience, 
for  there  J  confefs  it  is  taking  a  lull  by  the  boms.  But 
the  cafe  is  very  different  to  the  fouthward.  The  fall  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  not  effected  by  the  abilities,  mem-» 
bersy  or  refources  of  America :  it  was  the  power  of  France, 
it  was  their  fuperior  navy^  and  the  infamaoa  conduffc  of  our 
own,  that  did  the  bufiaefs :  till  the  French  gained  this 
decifive  advantage,  our  troops^  though  inferior  in  nombersy 
ttarcbed  from  one  end  of  Virginia  to  the  other,  backwatda 
and  forwards,  wiih  little  or  no  lofs.  You  will  fay  this  is 
not  conquering  the  country ;  I  grant  it;  but  it  is  exhauft* 
ing  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  another  campaign,  witk 
fuccefs,  mud  fo  cripple  it,  as  to  render  it  incapable  oJF 
fupporting  itfelf  againft  yomr  operations.  Whilft  this  was 
doing,  about  fifteen  hundred  troops,  under  a  fenfible  and 
an  a£tive  officer,  kept  North -Carolina  not  only  at  bay, 
but  in  actual  fufpenfe ;  wliiift  the  Tories  wene  ranging  at 
large,  and  with  fupport  and  judicious  officers,  would  have 
very  foon  poflefled  themfeives  of  all  the  principal  leaden, 
in  that  country  againft  Britain.  Why  nothing  was  at- 
tempted to  be  done  in  South-Carolina,  with  fo  fine  an 
army^  is  a  paradox  only  to  be  folved  by  comparing  it  with 
what  was  not  dom  to  tte  northward. 

Had  my  bumble  ideas  prevailed  either  in  England  or 
Ncw-York,  Green  wbuld  not  have  infulted  a'  fuperror 
army  folong  and  fo  fatally.  I  propoFed  (in  my  mind)  that 
the  laft  reinforcement  from  Hkigland  would  have  beea 
made  1500  ftiong,  and  thai  fuch  a  number  would  have 
been  fent  into  North-Carolina,  and  either  landed  at  Cape 
Fbar  or  Edcnlon  ;  and  Forced  their  march  to  the  weftward, 
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and  back  of  drcth,  wbilft  iht  fouthcrti  trtny  paflied  kitti 
in  front ;  a  few  weeks  inuft  hate  decided  his  fate,  and  lie 
would  have  been  fortunate  if  he  could  cdpitulaU — this  wa$ 
vubat  be  dreaded  \  and  therefore  ft  mod  fubftantiaf  reafoii 
why  it  was  not  done :  at  that  time  near  6  or  7000  men 
wereunder  parole,  their  internal  gm^erfiment  diftradLed,  their 
governor  a  prifoner,  and  Wilmington  open  as  an  afylum 
and  ptoteftion  for  the  loyaliftsj  the  greateft  difficulty  at* 
tended  fupplies  getting  to  Greeit,  either  men  or  ftores. 
The  fubjedy  was  I  to  continue  it,  would  fwell  too  large 
for  a  letter  j  I  (hall,  therefore,  briefly  give  you  my  opinion! 
upon  what  ought  to  be  done^  and  what  can  be  ddne,  if 
Great-Britain  has  only  virtue  enough  left  to  hang,  and 
fubftUute  honefty,  activity,  and  plan — indead  of  fupine- 
iiefs,  confufion,  &c«  &c«  The  force  that  Great-Britaia 
has  now  in  America  is  fully  fufiicient  for  the  plan  I  pro* 
pofe^  which  is  to  bring  all  their  force  to  the  fouthward, 
and  redoce  the  whole  as  far  to  the  northward  as  James 
Biver:  this  is  not  vifionary,  like  all  the  fchemes  our 
country  has  been  purfuing  thefe  fevcn  years,  but  is  real 
and  fubftantiaL  How,  evacuaie  New- York,  and  leave  the 
loyalifts  to  the  mercy  of  the  rebels  ?  My  ainfwer  (ball  be 
fhort :  If  you  don't  do  this,  you  muft  evatcuaie  alt  America, 
What  is  then  to  become  of  the  loyal ifts  ?  Can  any  man 
in  bis  fenfes  think,  that  holding  New- York  with  14  ot 
15,00a  troops  in  its  garrifon^  will  prevent  the  ifirdepend- 
ence  of  America  ?  The  way  to  prevent  it,  is  to  tonquer 
that  country  that  is  acceflibfe  to  our  afufrs  {  to  keiep  their 
internal  government  in  confufion  by  the  operations  of  war ; 
to  prevent  the  cultivatiotfi  of  their  lands  ;  to  infcreafe  their 
diftrefs  by  the  continual  draffts  of  men  for  their  array ;  and 
the  extreme  burthen  their  taxes  nrtift  be.  No\*  their 
paper  currency  is  annihilated,  if  Wafliington  comes  to  the 
fotiibward,  Ip  much  the  better  i   he  greater  muft  the  ex-^ 
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pcnfc  be  to  tlie  Americans,  the  better  opportunity  to  bring 
him  to  a  decifive  a£lion,  and  the  fooner  will  the  country 
be  cxhaufted  of  its  refoarces  ;  which  I  am  furc  you  need 
not  be  told  is  every  day  growing  lefs  and  lefs,  notwith- 
Handing  all  the  pompous  harangues  of  the  patriots  and 
republicans.  What  I  purpofe  can  be  compleated  in  twelve 
months,  if  a  man  of  courage  and  wifdom  is  placed  to  con« 
du6k  it.  It  would  be  wifer  in  the  nation  to  vote  a  few 
thoufand  pounds  as  a  compenfation  for  lolTes  to  fuch 
loyalifts  as  may  incline  to  follow  the  Britifli  flandard  from 
New- York,  ihan  idly  to  wade  millions  on  what  I  will 
be  bold  to  pronounce  (he  will  never  effeft,  if  the  prefent 
meafures  are  re-adopted  and  purfued.  If  a  pod  is  wanted 
to  the  northward,  why  not  take  Rhode  Ifland,  a  much 
lefs  garrifon  is  neceflary  ?  But  why  will  not  Tybee  and 
Beaufort  anfwer  for  our  (hipping?  and,  if  fortune (hould 
ever  give  us  a  fuperior  advantage  over  the  French  by  fea 
(and,  if  you  had  honeft  and  wife  men  to  direct  your  naval 
officers,  yon  would  have  done  it  long  ago),  what  is  to  pre- 
vent our  taking  pofleflion  of  the  Chefapcaik  again  ? 

If  Great-Britain  gains  the  provinces  of  Georgia,  South 
and  North-Carolina,  and  Virginia,  (he  will  have  the 
only  places  worth  her  contcndipg-for  :  and  "  that  (lie  can 
gain  them"  is  indifputable.  Let  her  whole  force  be 
brought  to  this  point  :  determine  to  extirpate  rebellion  by 
inftanlly  punifliing  ihofe  who  fliall  oppofe'them  either  by 
arms  or  any  other  way.  Court  and  reward  thofe  who 
join  you,  and  let  your  addrefs  and  money  be  applied  for 
this  purpofe;  prevent  plundering  cither  foes  or  friends; 
exa£t  the  ilri£lell  difcipline;  tilablifh  a  civil  and  moderate 
code  of  government,  till  the  country  is  prepared  for  the 
reception  of  its  former  civil  government;  endeavour 
and  invite  the  principal  perfons  in  each  province 
into  a  (hare  of  its  government ;  avoid  the  leaft  fliadow  oJF 
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difrcfpeft  to  fuch  perfons  (a  contrary  behaviour  has  prc- 
vcntetl,  in  a  great  meafure,  that  confidence) ;  direft  your 
arms  with  unremitting  vigour  againft  all  partizans  j  never 
parole,  without  the  limiis  of  your  garrifons,  perfons  of  any 
influence;  punifti,  in  the  mod  exemplary  manner,  all 
perfons,  without  diftin£lion  of  rank,  who  (hall  be  guilty 
of  murdering  loyalifts  othcrwife  than  in  open  aelion;  be 
fleady  and  uniform  in  your  mcafures ;  let  honefty  guide 
all  tranfa£lions  both  public  and  private;  convince  the 
people  by  this  condu6l  that  you  are  determined  to  efta- 
blifh  the  Britifti  civil  government,  and  then  let  them  fee  as 
much  vigour  and  enterprize  in  your  management,  as  they 
have  d'lfcovcred  and  received  from  your  enemies,  and  fuccefs 
will  crown  our  endeavours  with  an  honourable  peace,  and 
the  rcftoralion  of  the  bleflings  of  Britifli  government. 

A  dejenjive  war  on  this  extenjive  continent  will  hare 
all  the  bad  effefts  of  a  truce  to  Great-Britain.  If  America 
is  permitted  to  cftablifli  and  execute  their  civil  government, 
and  to  recover  from  the  diftrefs  and  difficulties  they  at 
prefent  labour  under,  to  furnifli  their  quota  of  men  and 
ftores  ncccflary  for  aSive  fervice,  (he  will  be  Independant  in 
fpite  of  every  effort  afterwards.  Many  obvious  reafona 
muil  appear  to  you,  to  fee  the  matter  in  the  fame  light  that  I 
do.  A  naval  war  is  proper  and  ncccflary,  becaufe  you 
diftrefs  their  commerce,  render  foreign  fupplies  dear  and 
precarious,  and  at  the  fame  time  keep  them  in  conftant 
dread  of  fredaioiy  expeditions  ^  which  ought  often  to  he  Jet 
onfoot, 

I  am  now  come  to  fpeak  of  another  fubjeft  of  great  con* 
fcquence,  I  feel  the  weight  of  it  upon  my  mind,  but  I  am 
certain  of  its  good  effe6J:s  if  properly  conducted ;  that  is, 
arming  the  blacks.  In  addition  to  the  forces  already  on 
this  continent,  near  8  or  10,000  ftrong  hearty  black  males 
may  be  found  proper  for  the  field  ;  if  they  were  put  under 
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proper  white  officers^  regularly  trained^  and  clothed  aii4 
fed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the* King's  troops,  great  ferviccs 
yi'q^ld  be  p^rforn|^d  by  them  in  this  fouth^rn  country ; 
although  they  may  not  be  equal  to  the  attack  of  white 
fegular  troops,  numberlefs  fervices  are  to  be  e^peded  from 
them,  equally  ufeful  in  a  war  like  this,  1  be  fqueami(b 
may  raife  ol^e^^iopS)  but  they  ought  all  to  vanifli  in  th^ 
eyes  of  a  true  friend  to  his  country,  when  the  conteft  is  be^ 
come  fo  feripus  as  to  threaten  its  very  exifteace.  TTic 
Frepcb  employ  in  Ihe  Weft  Indies  a  gre^t  number;  they 
^brought  their  black  troops  againd  Savannah ;  the  Rebels 
.ba4  a  company  or  two  againft  fiurgoyoe^  and  would  have 
raifed  twp  regiments  ia  South-Carolina,  if  the  fear  of 
Reading  the  Briti(b  into  fo  wife  a  meafure  had  not  prevailed 
again  ft  Mr.  Laurefis^  the  advocate  of  the  meafure.  Be-^ 
fides,  the  fliock  it  gives  to  property  will  alarm  your  ene-s 
mies  in  a  moft  material  manner.  The  caution  and  wit 
doni  in  executing  this  matter  are  the  only  things  wanted 
to  enfure  it  every  poflSble  fuccefs. 

Let  the  creditors  in  this  country  receive  fome  indemnifi- 
cation by  other  means  for  the  hazard  tbey  run  in  this 
property,  and  let  the  loyal  ifts  be  exempted  from  parting 
with  their  Haves,  or  be  p^id  their  full  value. 

In  (bort,  I  am  fo  polfefled  with  the  idea  of  the  poflibilily 
of  poflcfling  the  country  I  have  defcribed,  that  I  am  cer- 
tain if  it  is  properly  attempted,  your  country  will  yet 
rejoice  in  vidory.  But  what  is  to  be  expedled  from  mea 
and  meafures  like  the  prefent;  an  aflcmbly  fat  within 
thirty  or  forty  nn\f^  of  an  army  fuperior  to  the  cnemy» 
entered  into  a  full  difcuflion  of  their  affairs,  arranged  their 
civil  and;  military  bufinefs,  confifcated  the  property  of  a 
very  cpnfiderable  number  of  the  loyalifts,  filled  up  their 
ijrmy  liflsr  laid  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  their  meafures,  and 
although  tbey  were  upwards  of  fix  weeks  on  this  bufioefsy 
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not  a  fingle  attempt  ^ns  made  to  internipt  tfaem^  except 
ID  a  truly  .nJiculpus  proclamation,  which  the  Britiih 
General  (in  honour  of  his  country)  thought  proper  to  coo* 
tinuc  under  publication,  before  and  after  they  had  done  all 
the  mifchii'f  ihey  could  dpvife. 

The  four  provinces  I  ha\'e  named  contaiti  every  articU 
ibai  u  valuable  in  the  commerce  of  Great-Sritain,  and^# 
mud  be  loft  indeed,  if  ^^  gives- up  what  it  is  ftill  in  ber 
power  to  regain.  Though  the  loyalifts  have  reafon  to  be 
greatly  diflatisfied  with  men  and  meafures,  if  thefe  are 
changed,  and  a  proper  force  and  a£live  meafures  are  adopt- 
ed, they  will  readily  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  mother 
country :  but  be  aflured  all  I  have  recommended  muft  ba 
fpeedily  taken  in  hand  ;  otherwife  tt  will  be,  like  every 
former  matter,  a  day  after  the  fair.  What  can  be  more 
fortunate  for  Great^Britaius  than  the  annihilation  of  the 
paper-currency;  in  South-Carolina  they  have  voted  near 
400,000  filver  dollars  for  the  continental  quota  for  the 
prefent  year ;  this  is  exclufive  of  their  flate  contingencies* 
How  much  this  will  accumulate  in  an  unfuccefsful  war 
need  not  be  pointed-out  to  you.  In  South-Carolina  they 
are  colleAtng  a  number  of  confifcated  negroes,  and  others, 
and  are  fending  them  off  to  Nonh<»Carolina,  to  be  given 
as  bounties  for  continental  foldiers  for  the  ftates  of  South- 
Carolina  and  Georgia;  800  are  already  (it  is  faid)  fent-off, 
and  400  more  are  to  follow. 

With  refpeA  to  terms  of  peace,  farely  the  poffeflSon  of  a 
country  is  far  more  likely  to  procure  an  advantageous  one 
than  the  poffeffion  of  garrifons,  in  which  you  only  more 
evidently  (how  your  weaknefs,  by  not  daring  to  venture 
oat  of  them. 

As  a  proof  of  the  godd  effeds  of  aAivity.  In  North* 
Carolina  the  whole  force  colleded  to  take  their  Governor, 
f  nd  prerent  the  cxcurfion  of  the  garrifon  from  Wilmington, 
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fteVct  exceeded  6  or  700  men  under  Bullet  and  ftutherforrf^ 
tivo  of  the  mod  active  and  zealous  partizans  in  that  coun-* 
try.  Lord  Comwallis  and  Major  Craig  had  paroled  l 
third  of  the  people }  but  all  thefe  advantages  were  loft,  by 
want  of  conduft  elfewhere.— But  how  can  Great-Britain 
contend  againft  all'tlte  world  ?  I  confef»  this  is  a  very  awc- 
ful  queftion,  and  was  it  a  trud  ftate  of  her  fituation,  I  fliould 
not  hefuate  to  pronounce  it  impoffible.  But  governments, 
Ftke  individuals,  are  governed  by  intereft  or  paffion.  If 
RufHa  is  worthy  the  alliance  of  your  country,  make  it  her 
intereft  to  unite  with  you.  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  are 
fmali  purchafcs  For  this  countrvj  and  the  Wcft^-Indies  :  for^ 
depend  on  it,  the  latter  will  not  remain  long  dependant, 
if  the  former  has  her  Independance.  All  the  fine  fpeechcs 
that  were  made  in  the  former  Spanifli  wars,  on  fupporting 
thefe  carrifons,  appear  10  be  very  futile  this  war.  In  no 
inftance  have  they  anfwered  our  purpofe.  You  will  fay 
Ihey  have  divided  the  enemy's  force,  and  engaged  their 
attention.  I  acknowledge  they  have  done  this,  but  only 
lo  a  degree,  that  by  no  means  has  prevented  the  enemy 
from  being  fupcrior  to  us  in  every  quarter.  Give  the  laft 
of  thefe  places  to  RuRia,  and  let  her  aflift  you  in  this- 
Country.  The  diverflon  of  force  will  flill  cxift,  and  you' 
have  more  ftrength  to  meet  your  enemy  in  another  place; 
and  for  a  peace  with  Spain,  and  a  poffeflion  of  Porto  Rico, 
give  up  Gibraltar. 

I  have  made-np  my  mind  upon  our  publick  fituation  5  and 
I  am  thoroughly  perfuadcd,  that,  however  mi ftaken  I  may' 
be  in  my  plans,  no  one  can  more  fincerely  and  heartily 
wifti  profperity  and  glory  to  my  country,  than  I  do  myfelf ; 
and  it  will  give  me  the  bigheft  pleafurc,  if  any  humble 
ideas  of  mine  can  contribute  to  roufe  her  from  that  infa- 
tuation that  has  fo  long  guided  her,  and  to  reftorc  her  to 
that  luftre  and  fame  ftic  formerly  fo  juftly   pofleffcd.     If 
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toy  TeprefcnUtion  accords  with  your  belter  judgment,  I  am 
ftire  your  friendihip  for  me  will  induce  you  to  lay  it  before 
tbofe  whofe  fphcre  it  is  to  give  it  eflfed. 

Bat  great  naval  exertions  muft  be  made  to  recover  the 
dominion  of  the  feas ;  exemplary  punifliments  infiided  on 
thofe  who  have  negJefted  their  duty,  and  the  utmoft  fecrccy 
in  all  publick  meafures ;  I  mean  in  what  relates  to  expe- 
ditions and  plans  againft  the  enemy. 

Much  is  loft  in  America  for  want  of  addrcfs  and  atten- 
tion to  thofe  who  join  the  Britifli  ftandard.  The  pride 
and  vanity  of  the  Britifli  military  is  little  calculated  for 
a  people  fo  much  upon  a  level  as  they  are  in  this  country. 
It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the  human  heart  is  often 
gained  by  trifles,  and  it  is  a  very  common  adage,  that 
injuries  are  fooner  forgot  than  infults.  Firmnefs  and  uni- 
formity  are  eflfential  to  all  great  undertakings,  and  never 
to  recede  from  what  is,  in  its  own  nature,  juft  aud  proper. 
It  is  the  higheft  folly  to  be  denouncing  threats  and  punifli- 
ments  one  day,  and  the  next  relaxing. 

The  enemy  are  itlaking  preparations  that  indicate  a 
defign  againft  Charles-Tow^n.  A  iiege  or  an  evacuation 
is  the  general  topic  at  prefent.  For  my  own  part,  I  have 
fo  bad  an  opinion  of  the  judgement  and  conduA  of  thofe 
here,  who  guide  the  Britifli  affairs,  that  I  am  more  afraid 
of  the  laft.  I  donH  think  Green  will  undertake  a  regular 
fiege,  'till  a  French  naval  force  arrives  to  co-operate  with 
him.  We  may  be  vulnerable  in  fome  places,  and  a 
great  want  of  difcipline  prevailing,  may  induce  him  to 
attempt  an  enterprize  againft  fomc  of  our  fea-ports :  It 
is  very  certain  they  have  been  building  and  collecting 
boats  for  fome  time ;  but  perhaps  this  is  only  a  prepara- 
tion for  the  French.  Be  this  as  it  may,  no  attempt  what- 
ever has  been  made  by  our  people,  either  to  deftroy  their 
boats  and  magazines,  or  to  intercept  their  fupplies  either 
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of  fk>rei  or  of  cattle;  and  I  am  well  iofonned^  thai 
Green  was  lately  fo  diftrefTed  for  the  hR,  tb^t  be  mado 
a  demand  on  North-Carolina  for  a  large  lupply^  to  raife 
which  each  county  waa  taxed  in  proportion  tp  its  capa* 
city.  A  great  confumption  of  provifion  took  place  whilft 
the  French  remained  in  the  Cbefapeak,  to  the  great  dii^ 
trefs  of  the  inhabitants. 


69 


THOUGHTS ONTHEINDEPENDENCEOF  AMERICA.  AND 
THE  BEST  MANNER  OF  ACKNOWLEDGING  IT. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Public  ADrxnTisEtt. 


STR»  Nov.  %%y  1782. 

AS  the  conceiSon  of  Independence  to  the  revolted  pro* 
vinces  of  North  America  feems  to  be  the  great  objed  on 
which  the  reftorttion  of  peace  depends — and  there  are  diffi- 
culties attending  thiB  conceflion  which  dill  make  fome 
people  averle  10  it,  notwithflanding  the  urgent  neceffity  of 
procuring  peace  upon  any  terms  that  are  not  abfolutely 
miDoos  to  the  nation,  I  beg  leave  to  ftate  to  your  readers 
a  few  refleflions  that  have  occurred  to  me  upon  the  fubjeft, 
and  which  may  tend  to  nemove  or  Icflen  thofe  difficulties^ 
and  to  difpofe  the  nation  to  come  into  this  mod  falutary 
meafure  hearuly  and  fpeedily,  and,  if  poffible,  with  one 
accord. 

I  think  it  feems  now  to  be  pretty  generally  agreed,  that 
there  is  no  longer  any  reabn  to  hope  that  we  (hall  be  able 
to  reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience  hyfwa^  What  was 
not  done  in  the  years  1 776  and  1777  with  the  great  armies 
under  General  Howe  and  General  Burgoyne  againft  the 
Americans  ahm^  while  they  were  yet  unufed  to  war,  can 
hardly  be  effeded  againft  them  now,  after  they  have  been 
converted  into  a  nation  of  foldiers  by  feven  years*  uninter« 
nipted  war,  and  when  they  are  fupport^d  by  the  arms  of 
three  powerful  European  nations,  the  French,  the  Dutch, 
and  the  Spaniards,  of  whom  the  firft  are  adually  put  in 
pofleffion  of  the  harbours  of  Bofton  and  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
other  important  pofts  in  thofe  provinces.     I  (hall  not  there* 

fore 


60 

fore  infiftupon  another  obfervation,  of  the  truth  of  which 
T  am  neverthelufs  mod  thoroughly  perfuadcd  ;  which  is, 
**  That  if  wc  could  reduce  thciii  to  obedience  by  main  force, 
•*  and  thai  in  the  fpace  of  a  finglc  campaign,  it  would  not 
•«  be  worth  our  while  to  do  fo  ;  but  thai  the  cxpenfe  and 
"other  inconveniences  that  would  attend  the  keeping  them 
**  in  fubje6lion  after  they  had  fubmiited,  (which  certainly 
**  could  not  be  done  without  erefting  and  maintaining  many 
«'  fortified  places  throughout  that  cxlenfive  country,  with  a 
**  large  (landing  army  of  forty,  or  at  Icaft  tliivty  ihoufanJ 
'*  men)  would  more  than  counterbalance  all  ihc  advantages 
'*  that  would  arife  to  us  from  their  becoming  again,  in  ibis 
*'  manner,  our  fellow-fubjedls."  If  indeed  it  be  true  (as 
fome  gentlemen  confidently  afflire  us)  that  a  great  majority 
of  the  people  in  thefe  provinces  (as,  for  example,  three- 
quarters,  or  four-fifihs,  or  more)  are  really  friends  to  Great 
Britain,  and  deGrous  of  returning  to  their  obedience  to  the 
Crown,  and  of  renewing  their  old  connedlion  with  us,  I 
mud  confefs  that  fuch  a  difpofition  would  be  a  fortunate 
change  in  our  favour,  and  would  dcfervc  to  be  cultivated. 
But  let  us  not  haflily  believe  that  they  are  in  fuch  a  difpo- 
litLon,  while  their  publick  anions  and  declarations  all  tcftity 
the  contrary.  Let  their  General  Continental  Congrefs  and 
their  Provincial  Affemblies,  (the  members  of  which,  wc 
mud  remember,  are  not  poffeffed  of  their  power  during  their 
whole  lives,  like  our  Houfe  of  Lords,  nor  even  for  feven 
years,  like  our  Houfe  of  Commons,  but  are  chofen  every 
year  by  the  people,  and  who  therefore  ought  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  factious  or  partial  bodies  of  men,  that  purfue  a 
feparate  intereftfrom  that  of  the  people,  and  govern  them  in 
a  manner  contrary  to  their  inclinations,)  I  fay,  let  their 
Congrefs  and  Affemblies  declare  their  willingnefs,  (if  they 
really  are  fo  inclined,)  to  return  to  their  old  connexion  with 
us,  and  I  will  agree  that  we  ought  to  receive  them  with 
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open  arms.  But  this  is  an  event  of  which  there  feems'not  to 
be  the  ftnalleft  gliiiftpfe  of  hope.  What  then  remains  to  be 
done  but  to  noqutefce  in  the  tefs  of  thcfe  provinces,  which 
in  truth  we  have  loft  beyond  all  poffibility  of  recovering 
them  by  a  continuance  of  the  war  ?  And,  to  teftify  this 
acquiefcence,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  declare,  in  the  moft  aa- 
thentick  manner,  our  readinefs  (in  order  to  the  re(torAtion  of 
peace)  to  acknowledge  them  as  independent  {litcs,  and  to 
cultivate  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  them,  in  that  new  cha- 
rafter,  for  our  mutual  advantage,  and  more  cfpccially  in 
matters  of  commerce,  in  which  we  are  capable  of  becoming 
of  moft  benefit  to  each  other. 

But  here  a  difficulty  arifes  as  to  the  manner  of  granting 
them  Independence.  It  is  faid,  I  obferve,  by  many  people^ 
(and,  I  believe,  wiih  truth,)  that  the  king  alone,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  parliament,  cannot  legally  grant  them 
Independence ;  for  that  he  would  thereby  difmember  the 
Britifti  empire,  and  alienate  the  hereditary  dominions  of  the 
Crown,  which  they  conceive  to  be  beyond  his  power: 
**  For,  though,' '  fay  they,  "  the  king  may,  by  virtue  of  his 
«*  prerogative  of  making  peace  or  war,  rcftore,  at  a  peace,  a 
"  country  newly  conquered  in  the  preceding  war,  of  which 
*^  fuch  peace  is  a  termination,  (as  he  did,  in  fa«ft,  reftorethe 
^  iflands  of  Maritnitiue  and  Guadaloupe  to  the  French  king 
**  at  the  peace  of  Paris  in  Februarj',  I763,)  yet  it  docs  not 
•*  follow  that  he  may  grant  away  the  fovereignty  of  a 
•^  country  that  has  been  anciently  and  permanently  a  part  of 
'^the  pofleffions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Brilain,*'^I  grant 
all  this  to  be  fo.  But  what  then  ?  Shall  the  thing,  there- 
fore,  remain  undone,  nolwithftanding  the  urgent  impor- 
tance of  it  to  the  welfare,  or,  rather,  to  the  fafety  and  prefer* 
ration,  of  the  nation?  Surely  this  cannot  be  a  juft  con- 
clufion.  But,  fince  the  authority  of  parliament  is  neceflary 
in  ihii  bufinefs,  let  that  authority  be  employed  ;  yet,  with 
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IS  great  regard  u  poffible  to  his  Majefty 'tf  true  and  acknow* 
ledged  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace,  which  ii  gie^ 
nerally  thought  to  be  wifely  lodged  by  the  law,  or  conftita* 
tion,  in  the  executive  branch  of  our  Governments    And  kt 
this  be  done  openly  and  clearly,  and  not  by  nfing  k)ofe  andf 
general  words  in  an  A&  of  Parliament  that  maketnoesprefs 
mention  of  the  Independence  of  the  colonies,  and  by  leaving- 
the  power  of  granting  the  faid  Independence,  conferred  by 
the  ftatute  on  the  Crown,  to  be  colle&ed  from  thofe  words 
by  uncertain  implicationsj  as  is  the  cafe  with  the  Aft  of  the 
lad  feffion  of  Parliament,  brought-in  by  Mr.  Wallace,  hi» 
Majefty's  late  Attorney- General.    This  indireft  way  of  pro-* 
ceedtng  is  not  calculated  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  Ame« 
ricans,  and  to  bring-about  the  defired  reconciliation.    The 
bufinefs  (bould  therefore  be  done  in  the  fulkft  and  plaineft 
manner,  to  the  end  that  the  Americans  may  no  longer  doubt 
of  the  entire  concurrence  of  Parliament  to  the  Aft  whereon 
their  future  Independence  is  to  be  founded,  and  may  no 
longer  complain,  or  have  the  fmalleft  pretence  to  complain^ 
that  our  proceedings  in  this  important  tranfaftion  are  in  any 
degree  obfcure  or  infidious.    And  with  this  view  I  conceive 
it  would  be  proper  to  pafs  an  Aft  of  Parliament  to  the  fol- 
lowing eifeft,  namely,  *^  To  enable  the  King's  Majefty,  if 
'^  in  his  royal  wifdom  he  (ball  fo  think  fit,  to  abfolve  from 
*<  their  allegiance  tohimfelf,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  all  the 
*'  prefent  inhabitantsof  the  thirteen  revoltedprovinces,  to  wit, 
<^  the  province  of  Maflachufett's  Bay,  that  of  Connefticut, 
*'  that  of  Rhode  Ifland.  &c.  (fpecifying  them  aH  with  their 
'^  refpeftive  boundaries,  accurately  fet-forth,)  and  to  cede 
*^  unto  the  governing  powers  eftablifhed  in  each  of  the  faid 
**  provinces,  all  his  Majefly's  right  of  fovereignty  over  the 
**  whole  of  fuch  province,  together  with  his  right  of  property 
^<  in  the  foil  of  all  fuch  parts  of  the  faid  provinces  as  have 
*'  not  been  legally  granted-away  under  tlie  authority  of  thr 
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V' Crown  before  the  month  of  July^.in  1776^  when  the 
if  vote  of  Independency  wm  pafled  in  the  Contitienul  Gon- 
**  grefs/'  All  Uiis  is  neceflary  to  be  exprefled  in  fiich  an 
Ad  of  Parliament^  in  order  to  make  the  conoefflon  of  Inde« 
pendence  clear  and  compleat.  For^  if  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  provinces  were  only  to;  be  abfolved  frota  Am  alle^ 
l^ance,  without  alfo  making  them  a  grant  of  the  king'a 
rigjbt  to  the  foil  of  the  faid  provinces,  the  king  might  be 
fappofed  to  retain  a  right  to  the  foil,  and  to  be  at  liberty,  at 
fome  fature  time,  to  require  the  inhabitants  of  the  fail! 
provinces,  who  would  have  been  abfolved  from  their  alle* 
gianoe,  and  would  therefore  be  no  longer  fubje6ts  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  to  withdraw  themfelves  from  hie 
territories,  and  go  and  fettle  themfelves  elfewhere,  wbere«» 
ever  they  thought  fit,  out  of  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain.  And,  if  the  foil  were  to  be  granted  to  the 
bid  jDhabilants,  in  the  manner  propofed,  but  without  fpe« 
cifying  the  limits  of  the  provinces  fo  granted,  difputes  might 
afterwards  arife  concerning  the  extent  of  the  territories  of 
thefe  new  dates,  who,  probably,  would  carry  their  claims' 
as  far  as  the  South  Sea,  while  Great  Britain  might  be  Tup- 
pofcd  to  have  refervcd  to  herfelf  her  right  to  the  lands  about 
the  river  Ohio,  and  the  five  great  lakes,  Ontario,  Erie, 
Duron,  Michigan,  and  Superior ;  and,  in  general,  to  all 
that  extenfive  country  which,  by  the  A£l  of  Parliament  of 
the  year  1774,  for  regulating  the  government  of  the  provinoef 
of  Quebec,  was  added  to  the  former  territory  of  that  pro* 
vincc.  The  limits,  therefore,  of  the  provinces,  or  terri- 
tories, intended  to  be  ceded  to  thefe  new  ftates,  ought  to 
be  didinSLly  fpccified,  as  well  as  the  King's  rights  over  the 
faid  territories,  to  be  exprefsly  ceded  to  thcni. 

Further,  if  the  ASt  were  made  in  the  manner  here  fug- 
gefted,  that  is,  fo  as  not  immediately  to  grant  Indepen-* 
dency  to  the  Americans  while  they  are  yet  in  arms  againft 


a^  and  we  are  not  aUblutely  certain  that  theV  ^ill  lay-dowii 
their  arms  in  confequcnce  of  the  conceffion,  but  only  io 
mable  the  King  to  grant  it  to  tbem,  if  bf,  in  his  royal  wifdom^ 
Jballfo  think  Jiti  the  parliament  would  avoid  encroaching  on 
the  royal  prerogative  of  making  war  and  peace,  and  would 
only  inveft  the  King  with  the  fame  compleat  power  of  making 
peace  with  his  revolted  fubje^ls  in  North-America>  which 
he  already  enjoy g  by  the  Law,  or  Conflltution»  with  refpeft 
to  all  the  other  dates  with  whom  we  are  at  war;  which, 
power  of  making  peace  or  war,  it  is  generally  thought^  can 
be  better  exercifed  by  the  King  alone,  than  by  the  King  and 
Parliament  conjointly.  And,  if  his  Majefty,  after  being 
thus  enabled  by  his  Parliament,  (hould  think  fit  to  direft 
his  minider  at  Paris  to  make  this  important  conceifion  to 
the  Americans,  the  Americans  would  not  have  the  fmalleft 
fcruple  concerning  either  its  extent  or  its  validity,  but  would 
proceed  with  confidence  to  treat  of  the  other  articles  that 
might  be  neceflary  to  a  general  peace  with  them  and  their 
jiiiies. 

I  am. 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

PACIFICUS. 

F.M. 
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FIRST  ROYAL  CHARTER 

•  RANTED  TO  TilK 

COLONY  OF  THE   MASSACHUSETS   BAT, 

IN    «ORTH  AMRAlCAy 
fN  TIIE  fOURTII  YEAIl  OF  TIIE  REIGN.OF  KIXO  CIIAULF^  THE  FIRSF; 

From  the  first  Copy  of  it  that  was  evL-r  i)ubli>licd  in  print,  which 
was  printed  by  the  Direction  of  the  late  Mi\  Iirael  Mauduit, 
about  the  year  1775*. 


CHARLES,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  be. 

To  all  Co  whom  thefe  Prefents  fball  come.  Greeting, 

Whxreas  our  moft  deare  and  royal  Father,  King  Reciul  of 
James,  of  blefled  memory,  by  his  Higbnefs's  letters  jt^lt'g 
patenu  beareing  date  at  Wcftminfter  the  third  day  of  g^^^^^^' 
November,  io  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  hath  Plymouth. 
given  and  granted  unto  the  Councel  eftablilbed  atisJac.i. 
Plymouth  in  the  cotmty  of  Devon,  for  the  planting, 
rulings  .ordtTiiigy  and  governing,  of  New-England  in 
America,  and  to  tbeir  heirs  and  fucceflburs  and  aflignes 
&r  ever:  All  that  part  of  America  lying  and  being,  in  Description 
breadth,  from  fourty  degrees  of  northerly  latitude  from  panted, 
the  equinoctial!  line,  to  fourty-eight  degrees  of  the  faid 
northerly  latitude  inclufively,  and,  in  length,  of  and 

•  This  first  Charter  of  the  Massachusets  Colony  has  never 
been  printed.  There  are  very  few  Manuscript  Copies  of  it. 
Those  are  liable  to  so  many  accidents  that  it  is  thou<<ht  proper 
to  publish  h  as  the  most  likely  u.eans  of  pretentin^^  it's  being 
irtccoverablt  lost— From  Mr.  Mauduifs  printed  copy  of  this 
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within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid  throughoat  the  mame" 
lands  from  fea  to  fea,  together  alfo  with  al>  the  firme 
lands,  foyles,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters, 
fifliings,  mines,  and  nimeraUs,  as  well  royall  mines  of 
gould  and  (ilver,  as  other  mines  and  mineralls,  precious 
ftones,  quarries,  and  all  and  (ingular  other  commodities, 
jurisdi£tiojis,  privileges,  franchifes  and  preheminences, 
both  within  the  faid  traA  of  land  upon  the  maine,  and 

ProTiioc.  alfo  within  the  iflands  and  feas  adjoining.  Provided 
always  that  the  faid  iflands,  or  any  the  premifles  by  the 
faid  letters  patent  intended  and  meant  to  be  granted 
were  not  then  ailually  pofleffed  or  inhabited  by  any 
other  chriftian  prince,  or  (late,  nor  within  the  bounds, 
limits,  or  territories  of  the  fouthern  colonies,  then 
before  granted  by  our  faid  deare:  father  to  be^  planted 
by  divers  of  his  loving  fubje£ls  in  the  fouthern  parts. 

HabenUum.  To  have,  and  to  bold,  poflcfe,  and  enjoy  all  and  fingu- 
lar  the  tfforefatd  continent,  lands,  territories,  iOands, 
hereditaments,  and  precin£i:s,  feas,  waters,  fiihmgs, 
with  all  and  all  manner  their  commodities,  royalties, 
liberties,  preheminences,  and  profits  that  (hodd  from 
thenceforth  arife  from  thence,  with  all  and  fingular 
their  appurtenances,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof, 
unto  the  faid  Councel,  and  their  fdcceflbrs  and  affignes 
for  ever,  to  the  fole  and  proper  ufe,  benefit,  and  behoof 
of  them,  the  faid  Councel,  and  their  fucceflbrs  and 

Tenure.  affignes,  forever ;  To  be  houlden  of  our  faid  mott  dear 
and  royal  Father,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  as  of  his  ma* 
nor  of  Elaft- Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  firec 
and  common  foccage,  and  not  in  Capite  nor  by  knights' 
fervice.  Yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  the  faid  late 
King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  fifth  part  of  the  oare 
of  gould  and  filver,  which  (hould  from  time  to  time, 
and  at   all  times  thenafter  happen  to  be  found,  gotten, 
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had^  and  obtained,  in,  it,  or  within,  any  of  the  ikid 
lands,  limits,  territories,  and  precinfls,  or  in  or  within 
any  part  or  parcel  thenroF,  for,  or  in  refpe£t  of,  all  and 
all  manner  of  duties,  demands,  and  fenrices  wbatfoever, 
to  be  done>  made,  or  paid,  to  our  faid  dear  Father  the 
late  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs ;  as  in  and  by  the 
faid  letters  patent  (amongft  fundry  other  claufes,  pow« 
ers,  privileges,  and  grants  therein  contained)  more  at 
large  appeareth. 

And  whereas  the  laid  Councel  eftabliflied  at  Plymouth  Recital  of 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting*  ruling,  order- thVprovUice 
ing  and  governing,  of  New-Englamd  in  America,  have,  jfchn^tt*" 
by  their  deed  indented  under  their  common  feal,  bearing  W>  (^i^s 
date  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  lad  paft,  in  the  third  premiuci 
year  of  our  reign,  given,  granted,  bargained>  fold,  enfe*  jiJ^J^jTbr" 
offed,  aliened  and  confirmed,  to  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  ^c^incU 
John  Young,  knights,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Hum«  mouth,  to 
iirey,  John  Endicott  and  Symon  Whetcomb,  their  heirs  R,^wei7 
and  aflbciates  forever,  all  that  part  of  New-England  in  JSJ^^**!? ' 
America  afurefaid  which  lieth  and  extendeth  between  a  a  Car.  i. 
great  river  there  commonly  called  Monomack,  alias  Mer- 
rimack, and  a  certain  other  river  there  called  Charles 
river,  being  the  bottom  of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly 
called  Maflacbufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts,  alias  Mafla- 
tufettSi  bay,  and  alfo  all  and  (ingular  thofe  lands  and 
hereditaments  wbatfoever  lying  and  being  within  the 
fpacc  of  three  Englifli  miles  on  the  fouth  part  uf  the 
faid  Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  every  part  thereof,  and 
alfo  all  and  fingular  the  lands  and  hereditaments  what- 
ibever,  lying  and  being  within  the  fpace  of  three  En- 
gli(h  iniles  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fouthemmoft  part  of     . 
the  faid  bay  called  Maflachufetts,  alias  Mattachufetts, 
alias   Maflatufetts,  bay.  and  alfo  all   thofe  lands  and 
bereditaments  which  lye  and  be  within  the  space  of 
F  a  three 
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three  Englifli  miles  to  the  northward  of  ihe  faid  river 
Galled  Monomack,  alias  Merrimack^  or  to  the  north- 
ward of  any  and  every  part  thereof,  and  all  lands  and 
bercditanMnts  wbatfoever,  lying  within  the  limits 
aforefaid,  north  and  fonthf  in  latitude  and  breadth,  and 
in  length  and  longitude,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth 
aforufaid,  throughout  the  main  lands  there,  from  the 
Atlantic  and  weftem  fea  and  ocean  on  the  eaft  part  to 
the  fouth  fea  on  the  weft  part,  and  all  lands  and  grounds, 
place  and  places,  foils^  wood  and  wood  grounds  ha- 
vens^ ports,  rivers,  waters,  fifbings,  and  hereditaments 
whatfoever,  lying  within  the  faid  bounds  and  limits, 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  alfo  all  iOand9 
lyii^g  in  America  aforefaid  in  the  faid  feas,  or  either  of 
them,  on  the  wefterne  or  eaflenie  coafts  or  parts  of  the 
faid  tracts  of  lands  by  the  faid  indenture  mentioneif  to 
be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  enfeoffed,,  aliened 
and  confirmed,  or  any  of  them :  And  alfo  all  mines  and 
niineralls,  as  well  royall  mines  of  goutd  and  (river,  as 
other  mines  and  mineralls  whatfoever^  in  the  faid  lands 
and  premifTcs  or  any  part  thereof:  And  all  jurisdidions^ 
rights,  royalties,  liberties,  freedoms,  immunities,  privi- 
ledges,  franchifes,  preheminences,  and  commodities 
whatfoever,  which  they  the  faid  Councel  eftablifhed  at 
Plymouth  in  the  cbunty  of  Devon  for  the  planting,  ml* 
ing,  ordering,  and  governing,  of  New*England  in  Ame<- 
rica,  then  had,  or  might  ufe,  ejcercife,  or  enjoy,  in 
and  within  the  faid  lands  and  premifles  by  the  faid  inden- 
ture mentioned  to  be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fiMild, 
enfeoffed  and  confirmed,  or  in,  or  within^  any  partpr 
Habendam.  parcel  thereof.  To  have  and  to  hould  the  faid  part  of 
New->>Engtend  in  America  which  lyeih  and  extends 
and  is  abutted  as  afbrefaid,  and  every  part  and  pared 
thereof;  And  all  the  faid  iilands,  livers,  porta,  hiaiveiis, 

waters. 


69 

waters,    fifiiingtf,  mines  and  ininenls,  jufirdidions, 
franchifes^   royalties,  liberties,  priviledges,  commodi- 
ties, hereditaments  and  premifles  whatfoeveri  with  the 
appnrtenanoes,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  liofewell.  Sir 
John  Yoange,  Thomas   Southqott,  John   Humfrey, 
John  Endicott  and  Symon  Whetcomb,  their  heirs  and 
affignes,  and  their  aflbciates,  to  the  only  proper  and 
abfolute  ufe  and  behoof  of  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell, 
Sir  John  Yoange»  Thomas  Soutbcott,  John  Humfrey, 
John  Endecott  and  Symon  Whetcomb,  their  heires 
and  aflignes,  and  aflbciates  forevemiore.  To  be  houlden  Tenure. 
ni  us,  our  heirs  and  succeflbrs,  as  of  our  mannor  of 
Eaft  Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent^  in  free  and 
common  foccage  and   not  in  Capite,   nor  by  knights 
fenrice;  yielding  and  paying  therefore  unto  us  ournen^ 
heirs  aod  fucceflbrs,  the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  of  gould 
aod  filver  which  fliall  froyi  time  to  time  aod.  at  all 
limes  hereafter  happen  to  be  found,  gotten,  had  and 
obtained,  in  any  of  the  faid  lands  within  the  faid  li- 
mtte,  or  in  or  within  any  part  thrreof,  for  and  in  fatis* 
£idioa  of  all  manner  of  duties,  demands  and  fervicf^s 
whatfoever,  to  be  done,  made  or  paid  to  us,  our  heirs 
or  fucceffbrs,  as  in  and  by  \i^  faid  recited  indenture 
moie  at  large  may  appear. 

Now  know  ye,  that  we  at  tlie  humble  fuite  and  peti- 
tion <^  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge, 
Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott  and 
Syoioa  Wfaetcomb,  and  of  others  whpm  they  have  aflb- 
ciated  unto  them.  Have,  for  diisersgood  caufes  and  con-  Confirma. 
fidcratioos  us  moving,  granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  saidUt-re- 
thefe  prefents,  of  our  efpeciall  grace,  certain  knowledge,  b^^hckinr. 
and  roeere  motion,  do  grant  and^nfirm,  unto  the  faid 
Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas  South- 
cott^ John  Humfirey^  John  Endecott,  and  Simon  Whet- 
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combe,  and  to  their  aflTociates  hereafter  named  (videlicet) 
Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Knt.  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Al- 
derfcy,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  Harwood, 
Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bcllingham, 
Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaflall,  William 
Pinchon,  and  George  Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  affignes, 
all  the  faid  part  of  New  England  in  America,  lyeing  and 
extending  betweene  the  bounds  and  limits  in  the  faid 
recited  indenture  expreffed,  and  all  lands  and  grounds, 
place  and  places,  foyles,  wood  and  wood  grounds, 
havens,  ports,  rivers,  \Valers,  mines,  mineralls, 
jurisdiflions,  rights,  royalties,  liberties,  freedoms, 
immunities,  priviledges,  franchifes,  prcheminenc^s, 
hereditaments  and  commodities,  whatfoever,  to  them 
the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Thomas 
Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott  and  Simon 
Whetcombe,  their  heirs  and  aflignes,  and  to  their  aflb- 
piates,  by  the  faid  recited  indenture  given,  granted,  bar- 
gained, fould,  enfeoffed,  aliened,  andconfirmed,  or  men- 
tioned or  intended  thereby  to  be  given,  granted,  bargain- 
Hibendom*  ^9  fould,  enfeoffed,  aliened,  and  confirmed.  To  have 
and  to  hould  the  faid  part  of  New-England  in  America 
and  the  other  premiffes  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted 
and  confirmed,  and  every  part  or  parcell  thereof,  with 
the  appurtenances,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell, 
Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonflall,  Thomas 
Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon 
Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John 
Vcn,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  Harwood,  In- 
creafe Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  BelKngbam, 
Nathaniel  Wright,'Samuel  VaflTall,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomai  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Sa- 
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mad   firowae^  Thomas  Hutcftiofj  William  Vaflal, 
William  Ptnchon,  and  George  Foxcroft^   their  heirs 
and  afiignes  for  ever,  to  their  onJy  proper  and  abfolute 
iife  and  behoof  for  evermore.    To  be  houldeu  of  us,  Tenure, 
our  heirs  and  rucoeflbrs,  as  of  our  raannor  of  £a(l 
Oreenwich  aforefaid,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and 
not  IB  Capite  nor  by  knights'  fervice;  and  alfo  yielding  Rent 
and  paying  therefore  to  us,  our  heirs  and  fucccflors,  the 
fifth  part  only  of  all  oare  of  gould  and  filver,  which 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  (hall  be 
there  gotten,  had,  or  obtained,  for  all  fervices,  exac- 
tions, ^nd  demands  whatsoever,  according  to  the  tenure 
and  refervation  in  the  faid  recited  indenture  exprefled. 
And  fimherlcnow  ye,  that,  of  our  more  efpecial  grace,  cnnt  of 
^rertain  knowledge,  and  meere  motion,  we  have  given  Jjjict  of  find 
and  granted,  and  by  thefc  prefents  do,  for  us,  our  heirs,  **  ***«  **|J*« 
and  focceflbrs,  give  and  grant,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  ttie  king 
Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  SaltonftaH,  *'*"**^- 
Thomas  Southeott   John   Humfrey,  John  £ndecott, 
Simon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey, 
John  Ven,    Matthew   Craddock,  George    Harwood, 
Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard  Beilinghara, 
Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  VaflTall,  Theophilus  Eaton, 
Thomas  Goffe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  VaffaH,  William 
Pinchon,  and  George  Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  aflignes, 
all  that  part  of  New-England  in  America  which  lies 
and  extends  between  a  great  river  there,  commonly 
called  Monomacl^  river,  alias  Merrymack  river^  and  a 
certain  other  river  there  called  Charles  river,  being  in 
the  bottom  of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly  called 
Maffachufetts,  alias  Mattachusets,  alias  Maflatufets, 
i)ay,  and  alfo  all  and  fingtilar  thofe.  lauds  and  heredi- 
p  4  laments 
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Uments  whatfoever  l^ing  within  the  (pace  ot  three 
Engliih  miles  on  the  fouth  part  of  the  fatd  river  called 
Charles  river,  or  of  any  or  every  part  thereof,  and  alfo 
all  and  fingular  the  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever 
lyeing  and  being  within  the  fpace  of  three  £ngli(h 
miles  to  the  fouth  of  the  fouthernioft  part  of  the 
faid  bay  called  MaflTachufett?,  alias  Maitachufetts 
alias  Maflatufetts,  bay ;  and  alfo  ail  thofe  lanUs  and 
hereditaments  whatfoever,  which  lye  and  be  within 
the  fpace  of  three  Englifti  miles  to  the  northward  of  ihe 
faid  river  called  Monomackt  alias  Merrymack^  or  to 
the  northward  of  any,  and  every  part  thereof,  and  all 
lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  lyeing  within  the 
limits  aforefaid  north  and  fouth  in  latitude  and  breadth^ 
and  in  length  and  longitude;  of  and  within  all  the 
breadth  aforefaid  throughout  the  maine  lands  there 
from  the  Atlantic^  and  weftern  fea  and  ocean  on  the 
^ft  part,  to  the  fouth  fea  on  the  weft  parte,  and  all 
lands  and  grounds,  placid  aiid  places,  foyles,  wood,  and 
wood  grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  and  here*- 
ditaments  whatfoever  lyeing  within  the  faid  bounds 
and  limits,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  alfo 
all  iilands  in  America  aforefaid  in  the  faid  feas  or 
fitber  of  then)  on  the  weftern  or  eaftem  coaftes,  or 
partem  of  the  faid  tra£U  pf  lands  hereby  mentioned  Iq 
be  giveq  or  granteil,  or  any  of  tbemi  and  all  mines  and 
mineralU,  as  well  royall  Inines  of  gould  and  fihrer  a$ 
other  mines  ^nd  mineralU  yvhatfoever,  jn  the  faid 
lands  and  premifle^,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  free  li- 
berty of  fi(hing  in  or  within  any  of  the  rivers  or  waters 
within  the  bounds  and  limits  aforefaid  and  the  feas 
thereunto  adjoining;  and  all  fi(hes,  royal  6ibcB, 
{yhales,  balan,  fturgeon,  and  pther  fiflies  of  what  kind 
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or  oature  (dever  that  AmU  it  aoy  time  h^teafier  be  ta* 
Ken  in  or  within  the  faid  feaa  or  waters  or  any  of  them^ 
by  tbe  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewellj  Sir  John  Younge>  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall^  Thomas  Southcott^  John  Hum* 
frey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  Ifaac  John^ 
ion,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven»  Matthew  Craddock, 
Geoj^ge  Harwuod,  Increafe  Nowell^  Richard  Perry, 
Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaf- 
iall,  Theophihis  Eaton,  Ihomas  Goflfe,  Thomas  Adams, 
John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchini, 
William  Vailall,  William  Pinchoo,  and  George 
Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  affignes,  or  by  any  other 
perfon,  or  perfons  whatfoever  there  inhabiting,  by  them, 
or  any  of  them,  appointed  to  fifii  therein.  Provided  Provisot. 
always,  that,  if  the  faid  lands,  iflands,  or  any  other 
tbe  premiiTes  herein  before  mentioned,  and  by  thefe 
piefents  intended  and  meant  to  be  granted,  were  at  the 
time  of  the  granting  of  the  faid  former  letters  patents 
dated  the  third  day  of  November,  in  tlie  eighteenth 
yeare  of  our  faid  deare  father's  reigne  aferebid,  aAually 
poflefledj  or  inhabited,  by  any  other  chrifttan  prince  or 
fiate,  or  were  within  the  bounds,  iimits,  or  territories 
of  that  foutherne  colonie  then  before  granted  by  our 
laid  late  father,  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  his  loving 
iiibjefts  in  the  fouth  parts  of  America,  that  then  this 
pieient  grant  (hall  not  extend  to  any  fucb  parts  or 
parcells  thereof,  fo  formerly  inhabited  or  lyeing  within 
the  bounds  of  the  fouthern  plantation  as  aforefaid,  but 
as  to  thofe  parts  or  parcells  fo  poiTefled  or  inhabited 
by  fuch  chriftian  prince  or  date,  or  being  within  the 
bouada  albrefaid,  (hall  be  utterly  yoide,  ihefe  prefents 
or  any  thing  therein  contained,  to  tbe  contrary  not- 
withflandiiig.    To  have^  and  to  hould,  pod&fs,  and  Htbendam. 
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enjoy,  the  faid  parts  of  New-England  in  America^ 
which  lye,  extend,  and  are  abutted  as  aforefaid,  and 
every  part  and  parceil  thereof,  and  all  the  iQands,  rivers, 
ports,  havens,  waters,  fifiiings,  fifbes,  mines,  minerals^ 
)urirdidions,  franchifes,  royalties,  liberties,  privileges, 
commodities,  and  premifles  whatfoever,  with  the  ap- 
purtenances, unto  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir 
John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  South- 
cott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whet- 
^  combe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samyel  Alderfey,  John  Ven^ 
Matthew  Craddock,  George  Harwood,  IncreafeNowell, 
Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham,  Nathaniell 
Wright,  Samuel  Vafiall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas 
Goflfe,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel  Browne, 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  VaiTall,  William  Finchon, 
and  Greorge  Foxcroft,  their  heirs  and  affignes  for  ever, 
to  the  only  proper  and  abfolute  ufe  and  behoofe  of  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard 
Saltonftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John 
Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe^  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel 
Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George 
Haru'ood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theo« 
philus  Eaton,  Thomas  Gofle,  Thomas  Adams,  John 
Browne,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins^  William 
VaiTall,    William   Pinchon,   and   George    Foxcrofte, 

Temiit.  their  heirs  and  aflignes  forevermore.  To  be  houlden  of 
us,  our  heires  and  fucceflbut*s,  as  of  our  mannor  of  Eaft 
Greenwich  in  the  county  of  Kent,  within  our  realme 
of  England,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not  in 

Rent  Capite,  nor  by  knights*  fervice,  and  alfo  yeelding  and 
paying  therefore  to  us,  our  heifs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  fifth 
part  only  of  all  oare  of  gould  and  filver,  which  from 
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time  to  time^  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  (hall  be  there 
gotleby  had^  or  obtained,  for  all  fervices,  exadions, 
and  demands  \vhatfoever.  Provided  alwayes  and  our 
expreffe  will  and  meaneing  is,  that  onely  one-fifth  part  of 
the  gould  and  (il  ver  oare  above  mentioned  in  the  whole, 
and  no  more,  be  referved  or  payeable  unto  us,  our 
heirs  and  fucceflburs,  by  colour  or  vertue  of  thefe 
prcfcnts,  the  double  refervations  or  recitals  aforefaid, 
or  any  thing  therein  contained  notwithftanding. 

And,  for  as  much  as  the  good  and  ptofperous  fuccefs  of  Necessity 
the  plantation  of  the  faid  parts  of  New-England  afore-  ^i^- 
faid,  intended  by  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  "^"^J^^, 
Younge,  Sir  Richard  Salton (tall,  Thomas  Southcott,  of  the  in- 
John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcombe,  tation. 
Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfej',  John  Ven,  Matthew 
Craddock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard 
Perry,     Richard    Bellingham,    Nathaniell    Wright, 
Samael  Vaflall,  Theophilub  Eaton,   Thomas   GoflTe, 
Thomas    Adams,    John  Browne,    Samuel    Browne, 
Thomas  Hutchins,  William  VaflaU  William  Pinchon, 
and  George  Foxcroft,  to  be  fpeedily  fet-upon,  cannot 
but  cbiefely  depend,  next  under  the  bleffing  of  Al- 
mighty God  and  the  fupport  of  our  royal  authority, 
upon  the  good  government  of  the  fame ;  to  the  end 
that  the  affairs  and  bufineffes  which  from  time  to  time 
(hall  happen  and  arife  concerning  the  faid  lands  and 
the  plantation  of  the  fame,  may  be  the  better  managed 
and  ordered  :  We  have  further  hereby,  of  our  elpeciall  Incorpom- 
grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  meere  motion,  given,  gnnteesof 
granted,  and  confirmed,  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef-  {^  "'** 
fours,  do  give,  grant  and  confirme,  unto  our  faid  truftie 
and  well-beloved  fubjefts  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John 
Younge,   Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  Southcott, 
John  Humfirey,  John  Endecott,  Symon  Whetcomb, 

Ifaac 
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ICiac  JohnfoD^  Samuel  Alderfe}r«  John  Ven,  Matthew 

Craddocky  Groorge  Harwood^  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard 

Perry,  Richard  BelUngham,   Nathaniel  Wright,  Sa^ 

iDuel  Vaflall,    Theophilus    Eaton,     Thomas  Goffe, 

Thomas  Adams,    John   Browne,    Samuel  Browne^ 

Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaffall,  William  Pinchoo, 

and  George  Foxcsoft,  and  for  us,  our  heires  and  fucoef- 

foun$,  wee  will  and  ordaine :  That  the  faid  Sir  Henry 

Rorewell,  Sir  John  Younge,  Sir  Richard  Saltonfiall, 

Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humfrey,  John  Endecott, 

Symon  Whetcomb,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey^ 

John  Ven,    Matthew  Craddock,   George  Harwood, 

Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  lUdiard  Belliogbam, 

Nathaniell  Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  Theophilus  Eaton^ 

Thomas  Gofie,  Thomas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 

Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William  Vaflall,  William 

Pinchon,  and  George  Foxcroft,  and  all  fuch  othera  aa 

Ihall  hereafter  be  admitted  and  made  free  of  the  cona- 

paiiie  and  fociety  hereafter  mentioned,  (hall,  from  time 

to  time,  and  at  all  times  forever  hereafter,  be,  by  virtue 

of  thefe  prefents,  one  body  corporate  and  politique  in 

Nameof  thciaft  and  name,  by  the  name  of  tbe  Governor  and  Com^ 

teT^**"     p^nie  of  tbe  MaJJacbufetts  Ba^y  in  New-England*.  And 

th«m  by  the  name  of  tb^  Gwervwr  and  ComfanU  ^ 

tbe  MaJfacbufttU  Bay  iu  New^England,  one  body 

politique  and  cprporale  in  deed,  faA^  and  name,  wee 

.  due,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflburs,  make,  ordaine, 

Ptepctual    conftitute,  and  confirme  by  tbefepiefents;   and  that 

ittioettion.  ^y  ^jj^j^  name  they  ihall  have  perpctoall  fucceffion; 

and  that  by  the  fame  name  they  and  their  fucceflbrs 

Cftpaci^  to  jQiall  and  may  be  capable  and  enabled,  as  well  to  im- 

«?^tobe     pleade  and  to  be  impleaded,  and  to  profecute,  demand, 

iapleaded.  ^j^^  anfwcr,  and  be  anfwered-uiito,  in  all  and  finguUr 
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fditet)  caufes,  quarrels^  and  aAions,  of  what  kind  and 
nature  foever  5  And  alfo  to  have,  take,  poflefle,  acquire  ^^^aje^ 
and  purchafe  any  lands,  tenements,  and  bereditamentSj  lands  or 
or  any  goods,  or  chattells,  and  the  fame  to  leafe,  grant,  |p  gram  or 
demifc,  alien,  bargain,  fell,  and  difpofe  of,  as  other  our  ^^^  **^* 
leige  people  of  this  our  realme  of  England,  or  any 
other  corporation  or  body  politique  of  the  fame,  may 
lawfully  doe.      And  further  that   the  faid  Governor 
and  companie  and  their  fucceifors  may  have  forever 
one  common  feale  to  be  ufeJ  in  all  caufes  and  occa*  A  tommoB 
fions  of  the  faid  Companie,  and  the  fame  feale  may 
alter,  change,  break  and  new-make  from  time  to  tune 
at  their  pleafures* 

And  our  will  and  pleufure  ii,  and  we  do  hereby,  for  Tbe  go. 
us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  ordaine  and  grant,  that  ^f^'^ij 
from  henceforth  for  ever  there  (hall  be  one  Gk)vemor^  corpo»tio«. 
one  deputy-Governor,  and  eighteen  Affillants,  of  the 
faid  Companie  to  be  from  time  to  lime  conftituted, 
defied  and  chofen  out  of  the  freemen  of  tbe  faid  Com-  a  Goiemor 
panic  for  the  time  beinge,  in  fuch  manner  and  forme  ^2nu?" 
as  heteafter  in  thefe  prefents  is  exprefled.    Which  faid 
officers  (hall  apply  themfelves  to  take  care  for  the  bed  Their  powot 
diTpofing  and  ordering  of  the  general!  bufinefs  and  ^ 
afiaires  o^  /or,  and  concerning,  the  faid  lands  and  pre- 
mifles  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  the  planta- 
tion thereof,  and  the  govemraetit  of  the  peo|de  there. 

And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  royall  pleafure  and 
grant  in  this  behalfe,  we  do  by  thefe  prefents,  Ibr  ua,  our  Nominatum 
beires,  and  fucceflbrs,  uominate,  ordain,  make,  and  con-  GOT^cnwTft 
ftitu^e  our  well-beloved,  the  faid  Matthew  Craddock,  to  Ass»tantt. 
be  ibefirfl  and  prefent  Governor  of  the  faid  Companie, 
and  the  laid  Thomas  Goile  to  be  deputy-Governor  of  the 
faid  Companie,  and  the  faid  Sir  Richard  Saltooflall,  Lfaac 
Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Yen,  John  Humfrey, 

John 
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John  Endecott/Symon  Whctcombe,  Incrcafti  Notircll, 
Richard  Perry,   Nathaniel   Wright,   Samuel  Vaffall, 
Theophihis  Eaton,  Thomas  Adams,  Thomas  Hutchinsy 
John  Browne,  George  Foxcroft,  William  Vaffall,  and 
William  Pinchon,  to  be  the  prefent  Affiftants  of  the 
faid  Companie,  to  continue  in  the  faid  feveral  offices 
refpeAively  for  fuch  time  and  in  fuch  manner  as  in 
and  by  thefe  prefents  is  hereafter  declared  andappointed. 
i>owertoas.     And  further  we  will,  and,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
Sd  compa-  ^^^  heires,  and  fucceffors,  do  ordaine  and  grant  that  the 
*y«  Governor  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  being,  oi* 

in  his  abfence,  by  occafion  of  ficknefs  or  otherwife, 
the  deputy-Governor  for  the  time  being,  (hall  have  au- 
thority from  time  to  time  upon  all  occafions  to  give 
order  for  the  affembUng  of  the  faid   Companie,  and 
calling  them   together  to  confult  and  advife  of  the 
bufinefs  and  affaires  of  the  faid  Companie. 
Monthly         And  that  the  faid  Governor,  deputy-Govemorj  and 
iembKcs  of  Affiftantsof  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  beingfliall^ 
n<mr  and''  ^^  ^^Yf  ^^^c  every  month,  or  oftener  at  their  pleafures, 
Amiitants.   affemble  and  hould  and  keep  a  court,  or  affembly  of 
themfelves,  for  the  better  ordering  and  drreSing  of  their 
affairs.  And  that  any  feven,  or  more,  perfons  of  the  Af- 
fiftants, together  with  the  Governor,  or  deputy-Gover- 
nor, fo  affemblcd  (hall  be  faid,  taken,  held,  and  reputed 
to  be,  and  (halt  be,  a  full  and  fufficient  court  or  affem- 
bly of  the  faid  Company,  for  the  handling,  ordering,  and 
difpatching  of  all  fuch  bufineffes  and  occurrents,  as 
(hall  from  time  to  time  happen,  touching  or  concerning 
Four  gene-  the  faid  Companie  or  plantation.     And  that  there 
m^courisof  Qjjj^  o"*  n™ayj  be  held  and  kept  by  the  Governor  or 
company  in  deputy- Governor  of  the  faid  Companie,  and  feven,  or 
more,  of  the  faid  Aflift&uts  for  the  time  being,  upon 
every  laft  Wednefday  m  Hillary,  Eafter,  Trinity  and 

Michael- 
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Michaelmas  Terms  refpe6lively  for  ever,  one  greaf, 

generaU   and   fofemn   aflembly;  v^hich  four  generalT 

aflembKes  (hall  be  flyled  and  called  fbe  foun  great* 

and  generall  courts  of  the /aid  Company  :  In  afl  or  any 

of  which  faid  greate  and  general!  courts  fo  afTembled, 

We  do,  for  us,   our  heires  and  fucceflburs,  give  and 

grant  to  the  faid  Govemour  and  Cbmpante  and  theire 

facceffi>urs,  that  the  Governour,  or  in  his  abfence  the 

deputy- Govemour,  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time 

being,  and  fuch  df  the  Affiftants  and  freemen  Of  the 

faid  Companie  as  (hall  be  prefent,  or  the  greater  num* 

bei^of  ihem  fo  affembted,  (whereof  the  Governour  or 

depnty-Governour,  and  fix  of  the   Affiftants  at  the 

ieaft,  to  be  fevenj  fhall  have  full  power  and  authority  Power  to 

to  cboofe,  nominate,  and  appoint  fuch  and  fo  many  ,„*„  ^^^ 

otbets  as  they  (hall  thitike  fitt,  and  that  (hall  be  willing  **•«*  «>«- 

10  accept  the  fame,  to  be  free  of  the  faid  Company  and 

BodVf  and  them  into  the  fame  to  admits  and  to  eleft  And  to  elect 

'  omcers  of 

and  con(Htute  fuch  officers  as  they  (hall  thtnke  fitt  and  the  sun* 
requifite  for  the  ordering,  managing,  and  difpatching 
of  the  affaires  of  the  faid  Governor  and  Companie  ancf 
theire  fucceflbors  r  and  to  make  lawes  and  ordinances  And  to 
for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  faid  Companie,  andandordt- 
for  the  government  and  ordering  of  the  faid  lands  and  DJ^*J|^' 
plantation,  and  the  people  inhabiteing  and  to  inhabite  the  said 
the  fame,  as  to  them  from  time  to  time  (hall  be  thought  ingrepug- 
meete:  So  as  fuch  lawes  and  ordinances  be  not  con-{^^^^^ 
trary  or  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  our  England. 
realme  of  England. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  The  Govcr- 
for  us,  our  heirs  and   fucceflburs,  eftabli(h   and  or-  deputy- 
dainc;  That   yearely  once  in  the  yeare  forever  here- f ^*JJ5^^j[' 
after,  namely,  the  laft  Wednefday  in  Eaftcr  termc »«».  •hall 
yearely,  the  Governour,  deputy- Govemour  and  AfTift-evcfy  yew  at 

..  Easter, 
ants 


go 

aaU  of  the    £ud  Compasic»  and  all   other  officeri 

of  the  faid  Compame  Jhall  be,  in  the  generall  court* 

or  aifeinblie,  to  be  held  for  that  day  or  time,  newly 

chofen  for  the  yeare  infueing  by  fuch  greater  part  of 

the  faid  Companie  for  the  time  beiog,  then  and  there 

prefent,  as  is  aforefaid. 

Manner  of      And  if  it  (hall  happea  that  the  prefent  Govemouri  de* 

va^ncla  in  puty-Govemour  and  Affiftants  by  thefe  prefents  appoint- 

ihc  offices    ^A  Of  fu^h  as  fhall  hereafter  be  newly  chofen  into  their 

of  the  said         '  * 

company  rooms,  or  any  of  themj  or  any  other  of  the  officers  to  b« 
by  doiths  or  appointed  for  the  faid  Companie,  (hall  die,  or  be  removed 
removals,  f^^^  [^jg  ^^  jj^^jj^  fevcrall  offices  or  places  before  the  faid 
generall  day  of  elefkion,  (whom  we  do  hereby  declare  for 
Power  given  any  mifdemeanor,  or  defect,  to  be  removable  by  the  Go- 
pany  to  re-  vemour,  deputy- Governor,  Affiftants,  and  Comptaie^ 
^cen  foi^  or  fuch  greater  part  of  them  in  any  of  the  publick 
niisbchavi-  courts  to  be  aflembled  as  is  aforefaid)  that  then,  and 

our.  •  r 

m  every  fuch  cafe  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawfull  to 
and  for  the  Governor,  deputy- Governor,  Affifiants,  and 
Companie,  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater  part  of  them 
fo  to  be  aflembled  as  is  aforelaid,  in  any  of  their  af- 
^^  femblies,    to  proceed  to   a  new  ele&ion  of  one  or 

more  others  of  their  company,  in  the  rooms  or 
places  of  fuch  officer  or  officers  fo  dyeing  or  removed, 
according  to  their  difcretions.  And  immediately  upoQ 
and  after  fuch  eledion  and. eleftions  made  of  fuch  Go- 
vemour,  deputy-Govemour,  Affiibinr,  or  Affiftants,  or 
any  other  officer  of  the  faid  Q>mpanie,  in  manner  and 
forme  aforefaid,  the  authority,  office,  and  power  before 
given  to  the  former  Governour,  deputy- Go  vemour, 
or  other  officer  and  officers,  fo  removed,  in  whofe  fiead 
and  place  new  officers  (hall  be  fo  chofen,  (hall,  as  to  him 
aad  them,  and  every  of  them,  cea(e  and  determine. 

Provided 
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Provided  alfoy  and  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  as  well  The  officers 
ftich  at  arc  by  thefe  prefcnts  appointed  to  be  tlie  picfent  pany  shall 
Governour,  depufy-Govemour,  and   Adiuaius  of  the  ^f ^ffi^^^*^' 
faid  Companie,  as  ihofe  (hat  (hall  fucceed  them,  and 
all  other  officers  to  be  appointed  and  chofen  as  aforefaid^ 
(hall,  before  they  undertake  the  execution  of  their  faid 
offices   and    places   rcfpcAively,    take   their  corporal 
oathes.  for  their  due  and  faithful  performance  of  their 
duties  in  their  feverail  offices  and  places,  before  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  as  are  by  thefe  prefents  hereunder 
appointed  to  take  and  receive  the  fame,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  faid  Matthew  Craddock,  who  is  hereby  nominated 
and  appointed  the  prefent  Governour  of  the  faid  Com- 
panies (bail  take  the  faid  oathes  before  one  or  more  o£ 
the  Maflers  of  our  Court  of  Chancery  for  the  time  be- 
lt^, unto  which  Mafter  or  Mafters  of  the  Chancery 
we  do  by  thefe  prefents  give  full  power  and  authority 
to  take  and  adminifter  the  faid  oath  to  the  faid  Gover- 
nour accordingly.  And  after  the  faid  Governour  fhall 
be  fwome,  then  the  faid  deputy- Governour  and  Affift- 
anls  before  by  thefe  prefents  nominated  and  appointed^ 
iha]l  take  the  faid  feveral.  oathes,  to  their  offices  and 
l^aces  refpedively  belonging,  before  the  faid  Matthew 
Craddock  the  prefent  Governour,  fo  fworne  as  afore* 
faid.    And  every  fuch  perfon  as  (hall  at  the  time  of  the 
annual  eledion,  or  otherwife,  upon  death  or  removal!, 
be  appointed  to  be  the  new  Governour  of  the  faid 
Coffipanie,  (hall  take  the  oathes  to  that  place  belonging, 
before  the  deputy-Govemour  or  two  of  the  Afliftants 
of  the  faid  Companie,  at  the  leaft,  for  the  time  being. 
And  the  new-eleded  deputy-Govemour  and  Aififtints, 
and  all  other  officers  to  be  hereafter  chofen  as  aforefaid 
from  time  to  time,  (hall  take  the  oathes  to  their  places 
refpfe£UYely  belonging  before  the  Governour  of  the  faid 

G  Companie 
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Coinpauie  for  the  time  being.    Unto  which  faid  Go- 

v'ernour,  deputy- Govcrnour,  and  Afliilants,  we  do  by 

thefe  prefents  give  full  power  aiid  authority  to  give  and 

adminifter  the  faid  oathes  refpeSively,  acjcording  to  the 

true  meaning  herein  before-declared,  without  any  com- 

miflion  or  further  warrant  to  be  had  and  obtained  of  us^ 

our  heirs,  and  fucceflTors,  in  that  behalfe.  * 

Power  to        And  we  do  further,  of  our  efpeciall  grace,  certain 

toilcw"   knowledge,  and  mecre  motion,  for  u«,  our  heirs,  and 

England      fucceffours,  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Govemour  and 

sons  as  are  Companic,and  their  fucceflbrs,  for  ever,  by  thefe  prefents, 

go  thither;  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  and  free  for  them  and  their  af- 

^^^cattie  fig"cs,  at  all  and  every  time  and  times  hereafter,  out  of 

and  other    gnv  of  our  rcalmes  and  dominions  whatfoever,  to  take, 

thmg;s  ne-         -^ 

cessary  for  lead,  carry,  and  tranlportfur,  in,  and  into  their  voyages^ 
ence."  *** '  and  for  and  towards  the  faid  plantation  in  Ncw-Eng- 
landy  all  fuch  and  fo  many  of  our  loving  fubje£ls,  or 
any  ftrangers  that  will    become  our  loving  fubjefts, 
and  live  under  our  allegiance,  as  (hall. willingly  accom- 
pany ihem  in  the  fame  voyages  and  plantation,  and  alfo 
(hipping,  armour,    weapons,  ordinance,  ammunition, 
powder,  (liott,   corne,    viSuals,   and    all   manner  of 
clothing,  implements,  furniture^  beads,  cattle,  horfes, 
mares,  merchandizes,  and  all  other  things  nece(rary  for 
the  faid  plantation,  and  for  their  ufe  and  defence,  and  for 
trade  with  the  people  there,  and  in  pafling  and  returning 
to  and  fro,  any  law  or  ftatute  to  the  contrary  hereof  in 
Rxemption  «"y  wife  notwilhftapding,  and  without  paying  or  yeeld- 
fTom  the     '      gpy  cuftome  or  fubiidie,  either  inward  or  outward,  to 

payment  of       o        /  '  ' 

custom*  or  us,  our  heirs,  or  fucceflTours,  for  the  fame,  by  the  fpace  of 
England  for  feven  vcarcs  from  the  day  of  the  date  of  thefe  prefenu. 
yel«.         Provided  that  none  of  the  faid  perfons  be  fuch  as  (hall 

be  hereafter  by  fpecial  name  reftrained  by  us,  our  heires, 

and  fucceflTours. 

And 
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And  forlheirfBrtber  encouragement,  of  our  efpccial  Exemption 

•   #•  11  1^     r  r  r  ^^^^  ***** 

pee  and  favour,  we  do,  by  there  prefents,  for  Ub;  our  nnti  cus. 
hcircs,  and  fucceOburSj  yeeld  and  grant  to  the  faid  Go-  jj^^  gng. 
Temour  and  Companie^  and  their  fucceffours,  and  every  ^^^  ^f ' 
of  thciD,  their  fa£tors  and  affignes,  that  they,  and  every  »n<i/rom  ill 
of  them,  (hall  be  free  and  quit  from  all  taxes,  fubfidies,  importauoa 
and  cuftomes  in  New-England  for  the  like  fpace  of  fe-  JJo"^*" 
Ten  yeaies.;  and  from  all  taxes  aud  impofitions  for  the  K«>*»  «- 
fpace  oF  twenty  aiul  one  yeares  upon  all  goods  and  mer-  cent  upon 
chaodires  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,   either  upon  ^rted  hito 
importation  thither,  or  exportation  from  thence,  into'^^*^^^^^*^®' 
our  realme  of  England,  or  into  any  other  of  our  domi-  dominion 
nious,  by  tlie  faid  GovemoHrand  Companie,  and  their  crown,  for 
fiicceflburs,  their  deputies,  factors,  and  aflignes,  or  any  \^^  ^^ 
of  them,  except  only  the  five  pounds  per  centum  due  '^en^y-onc 
for  cuftome  upon  all  fuch  goods  and  merchandifes,  as 
after  the  faid   feven  yeares  (hall  be  expired   (hall  be 
brought  or  imported  into  our  realme  of  England,  or 
any  other  of  our  dominions,  according  to  the  ancient 
trade  of  merchants,  which  five  pounds  per  centum  onely 
being  paid,  it  (hall  be  thenceforth  lawful!  and  free  for  Liberty  of 
the  faid  adventurers,  the  fame  goods  and  merchandizes,  [hcsSSf  " 
to  export  and  carry  out  of  our  faid  dominions  into  for-  fortkn"'^ 
reign  parts  ^without  any  cudome,  taxe  or  other  duty  to  ?*««,  with- 
be  paid  to  us,  our  heir^s  and  fucceffours,  or  to  any  months 
other  officers  or  minifters  of  us,  our  heirs  [and  fuccef-  ftrsYianS- 
fours.    Provided  that  the  faid  goods  and  merchandizes  ^"K* 
be  (hipped-out  within  thirteen  months  after  their  firft 
landing  within  any  part  of  the  faid  dominions. 

And  we  do,  for  us,  our  heires,and  fucceflTours,  give 
and  grant  unto  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie,  and 
ihdr  fucceflours,  that,  whenfoever,  or  fo  often  as  any 
cuftome  or  fubfidie  (hall  grow  due  or  payable  unto  us, 
<niT  heirs,  and  fucceflburs,  according  to  the  limitation 
G2  an^ 
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and  appointment  aforefaid^  by  reafon  of  any  goods, 

.  wares,  or  merchandifes  to  be  Ihipped^out,  or  any  re- 

tuin  to  be  made  of  any  goods,'  wares^  or  merchandifes, 

unto  or  from  the  faid  parts  of  New-England  hereby 

mentioned  to  be  granted  as  aforefaid,  or  any  the  lands 

time  shall  ^nd  territories  aforefaid,  that  then  and  fo  often  and  in 

for  th'^*'**'  fuch  cafe  the  farmers,  cuftomers,  and  ofBcers  of  our  cuf- 

pa)rmcptof  tomes  of  Enirland  and  Ireland,  and  every  of  them  for 

one  half  of  .  .  ^  ^ 

the  cut-      the  time  being,  upon  requcft  made  to  them  by  the  faid 

Governourand  Company,  or  their  fucceflburs,fafiors,  or 

affignes,  and  upon  convenient  iacurity  to  be  given  in 

'   that  bebalfe,  fiiall  give  and  allowe  unto  the  faid  Guver- 

nour  and  G)mpanie  and  their  fucceffours,  and  to  all  and 

every  perfon  or  perfons  free  of  that  Companie  as  afore- 

faid,  fix  months  tioie  for  the  payment  of  the  one  halfe 

of  all  fuch  cuftome  and  fubfidie  as  (hall  be  payable  unto 

us,  our  heires,  and  fucceflburs,  for  the  fame;  for  which 

thefe  our  letters  patents,  or  the  duplicate  or  the  inroll- 

meut  thereof,  fhall  be  unto  our  faid  officers  a  fufficient 

Provision     warrant  and  difcharge.      Neverthelefs,    our  will  and 

fraudulent   p'^afure  is,  that  any  of  the  faid  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 

of  g^^Mo  c^^^n^'f*^®*  which  be,  or  fhall  be,  at  any  time  hereafter 

foreign        landed  or  exported  out  of  any  of  our  realmes  aforefaid. 

countries,  ,  /,    i,  ,      V,  .         i      •  ,  r  i 

under  a  pre-  and  ihall  DC  (hipped  With  a  purpofe  not  to  be  carried  to 
ry"^^hcra  ^^  P®""*^  ^^  New-England  aforefaid,  but  to  fome  other 
En'^h^d  P'*^^^*  ^^^^  ^^"^  fuch  payment,  dutie,  cuftome,  impofi- 
lion,  or  forfeiture  (hall  be  paid  or  belong  to  us,  our 
heires  and  fuccefTors,  for  the  faid  goods,  wares  and 
merchandife  fo  fraudulently  fought  to  be  tranfportcdj 
as  if  this  our  grant  had  not  been  ma^e  or  granted. 

And  we  do  furtherwill,  and,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
our  heires  and  fucccflbrs,  firmely  enjoine  and  commaude, 
as  well  the  Treafurer,  Chancellor,  and  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer  of  us,  our  heires  and  fucceflTors,   as  alfo  all 

and 
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ind  fingalar  the  cuftomers,  farmersi  and  colledors  of  Warrant  co 
the  cuftomcs^  fubfidies,  and-impoftSj  and  other  th^  offi*  of  the  £z- 
cers  and  ininifters  of  us,  our  beires,   and  fucceflbrs,  cuswnw  "o 
whatfoever  for  the  time  being,  that  they  *nd  every  of  J^!°^J^*^* 
them,  upon  the  (howing-forth  unto  them  of  tbelc  letters  pany  the 
pitents,  or  the  duplicate  or  exemplification  of  tbefame^  above  m^- 
without  any  other  writ  or  warrant  whatfoever  from  us,  "^°^  ' 
our  heirs,  or  fucceflfors,  to  be  obtained  or  fued-forth^  do 
2Dd  {hall  make  full,  whole,  entire  and  due  allowance 
and  cleare  difcbarge  unto  the  faid  Governour  and  Coofi^ 
panie,  and  tbeire  focceObrs,  of  all  cuftomes,  fubfidies, 
impofitiaiis,  taxes,  and  duties  whatfoever,  that  (hall,  or 
may,  be  claymed  by  us,  our  heires,  and  fucceflbrs^ 
of,  or  ftcNii^  the  laid  Governour  and  Compante,  and  their 
rucceflbra,  for,  or  by  reafon  of,  the  faid  goods,  chattels, 
wares,  merchandifes  and  premifes,  to  be  exported  ont 
of  our  faid  dominions,  or  anyof  them,  into  any  part  of  the 
i^id  lands  or  premifes  hereby  mentioned  to  be  given, 
granted,  and  confirmed,  or  for,  or  by  reafon  of,  any  of 
the  fwi  goods^  chattels,  wares,  or  merchandifes,  to  bo 
imported  from  the  faid  lands  and  premifes  hereby  men* 
tioned  to  be  given,  granted  and  confirmed,  into  any  of 
our  fud  dominions,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  aforefaid, 
excepting  only  the  faid  five  pounds  per  centum  hereby 
leferved  and  payable  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid 
terme  of  feven  years  as  aforefaid,  and  not  before.     And 
thefe  our  letters  putents,  or  the  inrollment,  duplicates, 
or  exemplification  of  the  fame,  (hall  for  ever  hereafter^ 
from  time  to  time,  as  well  to  the  Treafurer,  Cbdncellor, 
and  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  of  us,  our  hetres,  and  fuc* 
ceflbrs,  as  to  all  and  fingutar  the  cuftomers,  fsrmcrs, 
and  cdledors  of  the  cnftoms,  fubfidies,  and  impofl's, 
of  us,  our  h«im%  and  fiaccefibrs,  and  ail  fearchers  am 
other  the  oftcers  and  minifters  whatfoever  of  us,  our 
o  3  hcire*^ 
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hcifes,  and  fucceffors,  for  the  time  beiug,  be  a  fufficr— 
eht  warrant  and  difcharge  in  this  behalfe. 
^"ff"******     And  further  our  will  and  pleafure  is,   and  we  doe 

shallbc  "^  1  •        I     1 

born  in  the  hereby  for  us,  our  heires^  and  fucceffors,  ordam,  decrare, 
by  granted  and  grant  to  the  faid  Govcmour  and  Companie,  and 
J^iidcLi   ^^^^^  fucceffors,  That  all  and  every  the  fubjeas  of 

as  natural    us,  our  heires,  or  facceffors,  ^hich  (hall  goe  to  and  in- 
born sub*  .  •/** 
jccts.         habite  wrthin  the  faid  lands  atid  prcmifles  hereby  men- 
tioned to  be  granted,  and  every  of  their  children  which 
fhall  happen  to  be  borne  there,  or  on  the  feas  in  going 
thither  or  returning  from  thence,  (hall  have  and  enjoy 
all  liberties  and  immunities  of  free  and  naturall  fubjefts 
within  iny  of  the  dominions  of  us,  our  heires,  or  fuc-" 
ceflbrs,  to  all  intents,  conftruAions,  and  purpofes  what- 
foever,  as  if  they  and  every  of  them  were  borne  within 
Power  to     the  realme  of  Endand.     And  that  the  Governour  and 

administer  •  r  r  •  t 

the  oaths  of  deputy* Governour  of  the  faid  Companie  for  the  time 

an?nipre-  ^^^Sf  ^  either  of  them,  and  any  two,  or  more,  of  fuch 

P^^Twho  ^^  ^^^  '^'^  Affiftants  as  fhall  be  thereunto  appointed  by 

shall  here-  the  faid  Govemour  and  Companie  at  any  of  their  courts, 

after  settle 

in  the  lands  or  aflemblies  to  be  held  as  aforefaid,  (hall  and  may,  at 

jnlntcd.      *H  tymes,  and  from  tyme  to  tynie,  hereafter,  have  full 

power  and  authority  to  adminifter  and  give  the  nath 

and  oathes  of   fupremacie  and   allegiance,    or   either 

of  them,  to  all  and  every  perfon  or  perfons  which  shall 

at  any  tyme,  or  tymes,  hereafter  goe  or  paffe  to  the 

lands  and  premiffes  hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted, 

to  inhabite  in  the  fame. 

.  Power  to         And  wee  do,  of  our  further  grace,  certaine  knowledge, 

and  ontT'  Sitid  mecrc  motion,  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Gover. 

Sntw  to*  ^^^^  *^^  Companie,  and  their  fucceffors,  that  it  (hall 

the  laws  of  and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  Govemour,  or  deputy- 

Govemour,  and  fuch  of  the  Affiftants  and  Freemen  of 

the  faid  Companie  for  the  tyme  being  as  ihall  be  af. 

femblcd 
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fcmbled  in  any  of  their  generall  courts  aforefaid,  or  in 
any  other  courts  to  be  fpecially  fummoned  and  aflem* 
bled  for  that  purpofc,  or  ihe  greater  part   of    ihem 
(whereof  the  Govemour,  or  deputy-Governour,  and  five 
of  the  Afli Rants,   to  be  always  feven)  from  tyme  to  tyme 
to  make,  ordaine,  and  eftablifli  all  manner  of  whoJe- 
Ibmc  and  reafonable  orders,  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordi- 
nances, *  direSions  and  inftruftions,    not  contrary  to 
the  lawes  of  this  our  realme  of  England,  as  well  for 
the  fettling  of  the  formes  and  ceremonies  of  govern- 
ment arid  magiftracie  fiit  and  neceflary   for  the  faid 
plantation  and  the  inhabitants  there,  and  for  nameing 
and  fiyling  of  all  forts  of  officers  both  fuperiour  and  in- 
feriour,  which  they  fliall  find  needful  for  that  govern^ 
ment  and  plantation,  and  the  diilinguiftiingand  fetting- 
forth  of  the  feverall  duties,  powers,  and  limits  of  every 
fuch  office  and  place,  and  the  formes  of  fuch  oalhes,  war- 
rantable by  the  lawes  and  ftatutes  of  this  our  realme  of 
England,  as  (hall  be  refpe^ively  miniftred  unto  them, 
for  the  execution  of  the  faid  feveral  offices  and  places ; 
as  alfo  for  the  difpofing  and  ordering  of  the  elections  of 
fuch  of  the  faid  officers  as  (hall  be  annuall,  and  of  fuch 
others  as  (hall  be  to  fucceed  in  cafe  of  death  or  removal, 
and  minifiring  the  faid  oathcs  to  the  new-elefied  officers; 
and  forimpofition  of  lawful  fines,  mulds,  imprifon- 
ment,   or  other  lawful  correSion,    according  to  the 
courfe  of  other  corporations  in  this  our  realme  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  for  the  direfiling,  ruleing,  and  difp«feing-of 
all  other  matters  and  things  whereby  our  faid  people 
inhabiting  there  may  be  fo  religioufly,  peaceably,  and 
civilly  governed,  as  their  good  life  and  orderly  conver- 
sation may  winne  and  invite  the  natives  of  that  couji- 
try  to  the  knowledge  and  obedience  of  the  onely  trut 
God  and  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  the  Chriftian  faith, 

G4  which 
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All  such     which  in  our  royall  intention  and  the  adventurers  free 
Hshe/in     profeffion  is  the  principal  end  of  this  plantation.     Will- 
undcr  die    ^^Sf  Commanding,  and  requiring,  and  by  ihefe  prefents 
common    for  U8,  our  heires  and  fucceffors,  ordaineing  and  ap- 
company,   pointing,   that  all  fuch  orders,  lawes,  ftatutes  and  or- 
serred^ancT  dinances,  inftru£tions  and  direftions,  as  (hall  be  made 
executed.    |jy  ^jj^  Governour  or  deputy-Governour  of  the  faid 
Company,  and  fuch  of  the  Aflfiftants  and  Freemen  as 
aforefaid,  and  publifiied  in  writing  under  theire  com- 
mon feale,  (hall  be  carefully  and  duely  obferved,  kept» 
performed,  and  putt  in  execution,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaneing  of  the  fame.     And  tbefe  our  let- 
ters patents,  or  the  duplicate,  or  exempKfication,  there- 
of, (hall  be,  to  all  and  every  fuch  officers,  fuperiour  and 
inferiour,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  for  the  potting  of  the  fame 
orders,  bwes,  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  tnftru&ions  and 
dire£tions,  in  due  execution,  againft  us,  our  heires  and 
fucceflTors,  a  fufficient  warrant  and  difchargc. 
The  Cover-     And  we  do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs^ 
oSiier*offi-  8*^®  and  grant  to  the  faid  Gov6mour.  and  Companies 
cere  em-     and  their  fucceffors,  by  ihcfe  prefents.  That  all   and 

ployed  by  .  . 

thecompa-  every  fuch  chiefe  commanders,  captains,  governours^ 
Fngland^^'  ^°^  Other  efficers  and  minifters,  as  by  the  faid  orders, 
t?***^SJibi^  '^^'^^^^  ftatules,  ordinances,  inftruftions,  or  dire&ions, 
tantsthereof  of  the  faid  Governour  and  Cotnpanie  for  the  tyme  be- 
fore said  ing>  (ball  be  from  tyme  to  tyme  hereafter  employed 
^^''  either  in  the  government  of  the  f^id  inhabitants  and 

plantat]«>n,  or  in  the  way  by  fea  thither  or  from  thence^ 
according  to  the  natures  and  limits  of  their  offices  and 
places  refpeftively,  iball  from  tyme  to  tyme  hereafter 
forever  within  the  prectnSis  and  parts  of  New-England 
hereby  mentioned  to  be  granted  aiul  confirmed,  or  in 
the  way  by  fea  thither,  or  from  thence,  have  full  and 
abfolute  power  and  authority  to  correft,  puniih,  par- 

don> 
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don*  governe  and  rule  all  fuch^  the  fubjefts  of  us,  our 

heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  as  fhall  from  tyme  to  tyme  adven. 

ture  thcmfelves  in  any  voyage  thither  or  from  thence,  or 

that  fhall  at  any  tyme  hereafter  inhabite  within  the  pre- 

cin&s  and  parts  of  New«£ngland  aforefaid,  according 

to  the  orders,  lawes,  ordinances,  inllruftions  and  di- 

redions  aforefaid,  not  being  repugnant  to  the  lawes  and 

fiatutes  of  our  realme  of  England  as  aforefaid. 

And  wee  do  further,  for  us,  our  heires,  and  fucceC  power  to 

fors,  give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governour  and  Com-  'he  officers 

panie,  and  tbeire  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  prefents.  That  it  company 

(hall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  chief  comman-  the  preairs. 

dcrs,  govemours,  and  officers  of  the  faid  companie  for  mmcirMd 

the  cyme  being,  who  fhall  be  retident  in  the  faid  part  5^  the  other 

of  New-England  in  America  by  thefe  prefents  granted,  ofthcsamc, 

and  others   there  inhabiteing,  by  their  appointment  IhcmAwcs 

and  direction  from  tyme  to  tyme  and  at  all  tymes  here-  ^y  fo^"  of 
,  '  '  '  amis  against 

after,  for  their  fpeciall  defence  and  fafely  to  encounter,  invaders. 

repulfe^  repell,  and  refift,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by 

fea  as  by  land,  and  by  all  fitting  wayes  and  mcanes 

whatioever,  aU  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  as  fliall  at  any 

tyme  hereafter  attempt  or  enterprife  the  dedruSion, 

invafion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  faid  plantation 

or  inhabitants :  And  to  take  and   furprife  by  alKwayes 

and  meanes  whatfoever  all  and   every  fuch  perfon  and 

perfons,  with  their   fhipps,   armour,   munition,    and 

other  goods,  as  fhall  in  hoflile  ipanner  invade  and 

attempt  the  defeatinge  of  the  faid  plantation,  or.  the 

hurt  of  the  faid  companie  and  inhabitants.    Neverthe- 

lefs,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  for  the  case 

to  all  Chriftian  Kings,  Princes,  and  States,  that,  if  comm°irf 

any  perfon  or  perfons  which  fhall  hereafter  beofthe^y^c 

r  '  1  .  ,  .  -   members  of 

ma  compame  or  plantation,  or  any  other  by  lycenfe  the  said 
«r  appointment  of  the  faid  Governour  and  Companie  Sg^n^'^ 

for 
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•thcrf  of     for  the  tyme  being,  (hall,  at  any  time  or  times,  hcrc- 

iubjccte,*or  after,  robb  or  fpoyle  by  fea  or  by  land,  or  do  any  hurt, 

^,j;^^5j;^'J  violence,  or  unlawful  hoftility  to  any  of  the  iubjects 

prince  or    of  US,  our  heirs,  or  fucceflbrs,  or  any  of  the  subjects 

of  any  Prince  or  State  being  then  in  league  and  amity 

with  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceiTors,  and  that  upon  fuch 

injury  done,  and  upon  juft  complaint  of  fuch  Prince 

Of  State,  or  their  fubjeSs,  wee,  our  heircs,  or  fucceflbrs, 

(hall  make  open  proclamation  within  any  of  the  parts 

within  our  realme  of  England   commodious  for  that 

purpofe,  that  the  pcrfon  or  perfons  having  committed 

any  fuch   robbery  or  fpoyle,  (hall,  within  the  terme 

limited  by  fuch  a   proclamation,  make  full  reftitution 

or  fatisfaflion  of  all  fuch   injuries  done,  fo  as  the  faid 

Princes  or  others  fo   complaining  may  hould  them- 

felves  fully  fatisfied  and  contented.     And  that  if  the 

faid  pcrfon  or  pesfons  having  committed  fuch  robbery 

or  fpoyle  fhall  not  make,  or  caufe  to  be  made,  fatisfac- 

tion  accordingly,  within  fuch  tyme  fo  to  be  lymitted,  that 

then  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  us,  our  heires,  and  fucceflbrs, 

,  to  putt  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  out  of  our  allegiance 

and  protection  ;  and  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  and  free  for 

all  Princes  to  profecute  with  hoftility  the  faid  oflenders 

and  every  of  them,  their,  and  every  of  their,  procurers, 

ayders,  abettors,  and  comforters,  in  that  behalfe. 

re^VvUig  to     Provided  alfo,  and  our  expreflc  will  and  plcafure  is, 

the  king'i    and  wee  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heires  and 

other  sub-  /  . 

jects  the      fucceflbrs,  ordaine  and  appoint,  that  thefe  prefents  fhali 

Cig  on  the   ^o^  "^  any  manner  enure,  or  be  taken,  to  abridge,  barrc, 

*^°^i«itf**^  or  hinder  any  of  our  loving  fubjefts  whatfoever  to  ufe 

hereto        and  excrcife  the  trade  of  fifhing  upon  the  coafts  of 

New-England  in  America  by  thefe  prefents  mentioned 

to   be  granted:    But   that   they,   and   every  or    any 

of  them,  (hall  have  full  and  free  power  and  liberty  to 

continue 
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^ntinue  and  ufe  their  faid  trade  of  fifhing  ifpon  the 
faid  coaft  in  any  of  the  feas  thereunto  adjoineing,  or 
any  amies  of  the  feas  or  falt-water  rivers  where  they 
have  becne  wont  to  fi(h,  and  to  build  and  fet-up  upon 
the  lands  by  thefe  prefents  granted  fuch  wharfes,  ftages, 
and  workboufes  as  (hall  be  neceflary  for  the  falling, 
drying,  keeping,  and  packing-up  of  their  fifh  to 
be  taken  or  gotten  upon  that  coaft;  and  to  cut- 
downe  and  take  fuch  trees  and  other  materialls  there 
growing,  or  being,  as  (hall  be  needful  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  for  all  other  neceiTary  eafements,  helpes,  and 
advantages,  concerning  their  faid  trade  of  fifliing  there, 
in  fuch  manner  and  forme  as  they  have  been  hereto- 
fore at  any  tyme  accuftomed  to  doe,  without  makeing 
^ny  wilful  wade  or  fpoyle,  any  thing  in  thefe  prefents 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

And  we  do  further,  for  us^  our  heires,  and  fucceiTors,  These  let- 
ordaineand  grant  the  faid  Governour  aud  Com  panic,  |haU^b«"' 
and  their  fucceffors,  by  thefe  prefents,  that  thefe  our  let-  5*^  j^lff  * 
ters  patents  (hall  be  firme,  good,   effeftual,  and  aval  la- construed  in 
ble  In  all  things,  and  to  ail  intents  and  conftrudions  the  compa- 
oflawe,  according  to  our  true  meaning  herein  before  J[^^jj^"°*^j_ 
declared,  and  fliall  be  conftrued,  reputed,  and  adjudged  ing  any 
in  all  cafes  moft  favourably  on  the  behalfe  and  for  the  or  imperfec 
benefit  and  behoofe  of  the  faid  Governour  and  Com-  [hem,*  or 
panie  and  their  fucceffors }  although  expreffe  mention  "*y  former 
of  the  true  yearly  value,  or  certainty,  of  the  premiffes.  otheracts 
or  any  of  them,  or  of  any  other  gifts  or  grants,  by  us  to  niecon^' 
or  any  other  of  our  progenitors  or  predeceffors,  to  the*'"^* 
'orefaid  Governour  and  Companie  before  this  time 
made,  in  thefe  prefents  is  not  made ;   or  any  (latute, 
ad,  ordinance,  provifion,  proclamation,  or  reflraint  to 
the  contrary  thereof  heretofore  had,  made,  publifhed, 
ordained  or  provided,  or  any  other  matter,  caufe,  or 

thing 
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thing  wbatfoever  to  the  contrarie  thereof  in  any  wife, 
notwithfianding.     In  witnefs  whereof  we  havexaufed 
thefe  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.     Wilnefs  ourfelvcs 
at  Weftminfier^  the  fourth  Day  of  March  in  the  fourth 
yeare  of  our  reigne. 


This  is  a  true  copy  of  fuch  letters 

E tents  under  the  great  feal  of 
leland.  In  teftimony  whereof^ 
I,  John  Winthrop,  Governour 
of  the  Mattachufetts  aforefaid, 
have  caufed  the  pubKck  feal  of 
the  fame  to  be  hereunto  affixed 
this  igth  day  of  the  month 
called  March,  1643-4. 


JOHN  WINTHROP,  Goverwour. 


AS 
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•  THE 

SECOND  ROYAL  CHARTER 

OP    TH» 

COLONY  OF  THE   MASSACHUSETTS   BAY 

IN   MOKTH   AMERICA, 

OBANTED    BY 

KING  WILLIAM  AND  QUEEN  MARY, 
IN*    THE    THIRD    YEAR    OF    THEIR    REIGN. 


SEITlilA  PARS    rATE2fTIUM,    DE    AKNO    REGNI    REGIS   OrUELJII 
TERTII  Er  MAIIIX  REGiNX  lERI'lO. 


William  and  Mart,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  &c.  Re^^aiof 
to  all   to  whom  thefe  prelents  ftial I  come,  greeting,    "grant of 

WhercashislatemajeftyKingJamesth^Firft,  our  royal  North- 
prcdeceflbr,  by  his  letters  patents  under  the  great  feal  madcby 
of  England,  bearing  date  at  Weftminfter  on  the  third  Ji^j.:^^^^ 
day  of  November  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  did  ^^e  Coun- 
give  and  grant  unto  the  Council  efiablifbed  at  Plymouth  mouth  in 
in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordei*-  y«^rof 
ing,  and  governing  of  New-England  in  America,  and  *"•  ^^S"- 
to  tbetr  fucceflbrs  and  afligns,  all  that  part  of  America 
lying  and  being,  in  breadth,  from   forty  degrees  of 
northerly  latitude  from  the  equinoctial  line,  to  the  forty- 
eighth  degree  of  the  faid  northerly  latitude  inclufively, 
and,  in  length,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforefaid, 
throughout  all  the  main  lands  from  fea  to  Tea;  together 
with  all  the  firm  lands,  foils,  grounds,  havens,  ports,  , 
rivers,  waters,  fiihings,  mines  and  minerals,   as  well 
royal  mines  of  gold  and   iilver,   as  other  mines  and 
minerals,  precious  (tones,  quarries,  and  all  and  fingular 
plher  commodities,  jurifdiftions,  royalties,  privileges, 

franchife*. 
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franchifes,  and  pre-eminences,  both  within  the  (aid  traft 
of  land  upon  the  main,   and  alfo  within  the  iflands 
and  feas   adjoining;   provided   always,  that  the   faid 
lands,  iflands,  or  any  the  premifes  by  the  faid  letters 
patents  intended  and  meant  to  be  granted,  were  not 
then  afikually  pofleffed  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Chrif- 
tian  prince  or  date,  or  within  the  bounds,  limits,  or 
territories  of  the  fouthem  colony  then  before  granted 
by  the  faid  late  King  James  the  Firft,  to  be  planted  by 
divers  of  his  fubjefts  in  the  foulh  parU:  to  have  and 
to  hold,  poffefs  and  enjoy  all  and  Angular  the  forcfaid 
continent,  lands,  territories,  iflands,  hereditaments  and 
precinfts,  feas,  waters,  fifliings,  with  all,  and  all  man- 
ner of,   their  commodities,   royalties,   liberties,  pre- 
eminences and  profits  that  (hould  from  thenceforth  arife 
from  thence,  with  all  and  lingular  their  appurtenances, 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  unto  the  faid  Coun- 
cil, and  their  fucceflbrs  and  affigns,  for  ever,  to  the 
fole  and  proper  ufe  and  benefit  of  the  faid  Council,  and 
their  (ucceflbrs  and  afligns  for  ever :  to  be  holden  of 
his  faid  late  Majefty  King  James  the  First,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  as  of  his  manor  of  £a(l- Greenwich  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  foccage,  and  not 
in  eapilCi  nor  by  knights'  fervice :  yielding  and  paying 
therefore  to  the  faid  late  king,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs^ 
the  fifth  part  of  the  ore  of  gold  and  (ilver,  which  fliould, 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  then  after,  happen 
to  be  found,  gotten,  had  and  obtained,  in,  at,  or  with- 
in, any  of  the  faid  lands,  limits,  territories  or  precin£b, 
or  in,  or  within,  any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  for,  or  in 
refpe6l  of,  all  and  all  manner  of  duties,  demands,  and 
fervices  whatfoever,  to  be  done,  made,  or  paid  to  the 
faid  late  King  James  the  Firft,  his  heirs  andfuccefibrs; 
as  in,  and  by,  the  faid  letters  patents,  amongft  fundry 

other 
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other  claufes^  powers,  privileges^  and  grants,  therein 

contained^  more  at  large  appeareth. 

And  whereas  the  faid  Council  eftabliflied  at  Plv-'^heCoun- 

■I    0ii  2t  Ply- 
mouth, in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  rul-  mouthgran- 

ing,  ordering,  and  governing  of  New-Kngland  in  Ame-  chuscwbiy 
rica,  did,  by  their  deed  indented  under  their  common  *^^^J"'^ 
feal,  bearing  date  the  nineteenth  day  of  March  in  the  and  others, 
third  year  of  the  reign  of  our  royal  grandfather  king  pie  i  ins 
Charles  the  Fir  ft,  of  evcr-bleffed  memory,  give,  grant,  ^""  *' 
bai^gain,  fell,  enfeoif,  alien,  and  confirm  to  Sir  Henry 
Rofewell,  Sir  John  Young,  knights,  ThomasSoulhcott, 
John  Humphreys,  John  Endicott,   and   Simon  Whet- 
combe,   their  heirs  and  aftigns,  and  their  afTociates 
for  ever,  all  that  part  of  New-England  in  America 
aforefaid,  which  lies  and  extends  between  a  great  river 
there  commonly  called  Monomack  alias  Merrimack, 
and  a  certain  other  river  there  called  Charles  river, 
being  a  bottom  of  a  certain  bay  there  commonly  called 
Maffachufets,  alias  Mattachufets,  alias  Maflalurets,bayj 
and  alfo  all   and  (ingular  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatfocvcr,  lying  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifli 
miles  on  the  foulh  part  of  the  faid  Charles  river,  or 
of  any  and  every  part  thereof;  and  alfo  all  and  (ingular 
the  lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,   lying  and 
being  within  the  fpace  of  three  Englifli  miles  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  fouthernmoft   part  of  the  faid  bay 
called  the  Maflachufets,  alias  Mattathufets,  alias  MafTa- 
tufets,  bay;  and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and  hereditaments 
whatfoever  which  lie  and  be  within  the  fpace  of  three 
Englifli  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  faid  river  called 
Monomack,  alias  Merrimack,  or  to  the  northward  of 
any  and  every  part  thereof;  and  all  lands  and  here- 
ditaments whatfoever,  lying  within  the  limits  afore- 
faid, north  and  fouth  in  latitude  and  in  breadth,  and  in 

length 
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length  and  longitude,  of  and  within  all  the  breadth 
aforefaid,  throughout  the  main  lands  there  from  the 
Ailantick  and  weftern  fea  and  ocean  on  the  eaft  part^ 
to  the  fouth  fea  on  the  weft  part;  and  all  lands  and 
grounds^  place  and  places^  foil,  woods  and  wood- 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fifiiings  and 
hereditaments,  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  faid 
bounds  and  limits,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof; 
and  alfo  all  iflands  lying  .in  America  aforefaid,  in  the 
faid  feas,  or  either  of  them,  on  the  weftern  or  eaftem 
coafts  or  parts  of  the  faid  traAs  of  land  by  the  fud 
indenture  mentioned  to  be  given  and  granted,  bargain- 
eid,  fold,  enfeoffed,  aliened  and  confirmed,  or  any  of 
them;  and  alfo  all  mines  and  minerals,  as  well  royal 
mines  of  gold  and.filver,  as  other  mines  and  minerals 
whatfoever,  in  the  faid  lands  and  premifles,  or  any 
part  thereof;  and  all  jurifdiftions,  rights,  royalties, 
liberties^  freedoms,  immunities,  privileges,  (iranchifes, 
pre-eminences,  and  commodities  whatfoever,  which 
they  the  faid  Council  eftabliihed  at  Plymouth,  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  for  the  planting,  ruling,  ordering, 
and  governing  of  New-England  in  America,  then  had 
or  might  ufe,  exercife  or  enjoy^  in  or  within  the  faid 
land  and  premifes,  by  the  fame  indenture  mentioned 
to  be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  enfeoffedj  and 
Habendumi  confirmed  in,  or  within,  any  part  or  parcel  thereof;  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  faid  part  of  New-England  in 
America,  which  lies  and  extends,  and  is  abutted  at 
aforefaid,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  all . 
the  faid  iflands,  rivers,  ports,  havens,  waters,  filbings^ 
mines,  minerals,  jurifdidions,  franchifes,  royalties, 
liberties,  privileges,  commodities,  hereditaments  and 
premifes  whatfoever,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,   Sir  John  Young,  Thomas 

Soutbcott, 
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Soutbcott,  John  Humphreys,  John  Endicott,  and 
Simon  Wbetcombe,  ihcir  heirs  and  affigns,  and  iheir 
iflbciates  for  ever,  to  the  only  proper  and  abfolute  ufe 
and  behoof  of  the  iaid  Sir  Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John 
Young,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humphreyd,  John 
Endicott,  and  Simon  Whetcombe,  their  heirs  and 
affigns,  and  their  afTociates  for  evermore;  to  be  holden  Tenendum, 
of  our  faid  royal  Grandfather  king  Charles  the  Firft, 
his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  as  of  his  manor  of  Elaft  Green- 
wich in  the  county  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common 
foccage,  and  not  m  capiie,  nor  by  knights  f^^vice;  j^^j^^^ 
yiekiing  and  paying  therefore  unto  our  faid  royal  dunu 
Grandfather,  bis  heirs  and  fucceflors,  the  fifth  part  of 
the  ore  of  gold  and  fiiver,  which  ihould,  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  happen  to  be  fouud, 
gotten,  had  and  obtained  in  any  of  the  faid  lands 
within  the  faid  limits,  or  in  or  within  any  part  thereof, 
for  and  xn  fattsfa&ion  of  all  manner  of  duties,  demands 
and  fervices  whatfoever  to  be  done,  made  or  paid  to 
our  faid  royal  Grandfather,  his  heirs  or  fucceiTors,  (as 
in  and  by  the  faid  recited  indenture  may  more  at  large 
appear). 

Aiid  whereas  oar  faid  royal  Grandfather,  in  and  by  ^^  ^^ 
his  letters  patents  under  the  great  Seal  of  England,  confirmed 
bearing  date  at  Weftminfter  the  fourth  day  of  March  by  ictitis- 
in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  for  the  confideration  ^oL'  u 
therein  mentioned,  did  grant  and  confirm  unto  the 
kid  Sir  Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,  Tho.  South* 
cott,  John  Humphreys,  John  Endicott,  and  Simon 
Whetcombe»  and  to  their  aflbciates  after  named  ;  viz. 
Sir   Ralph  Saltenftall,  knight,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel 
Alderfey,  John  Ven,   Matthew    Craddock,    George 
Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
BelliDgham^  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuel  Vaffal,  The* 
H  opbilus 
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dpbilui  Eaton,  Thomas  Golfe,  Thdmas  Adams,  Jobs 
Biowny  Samuel  Brown,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William 
Vaflal,  William  Pincbcon,  and  George  Foxcroft,  thdr 
heirs  and  affigns^  all  the  faid  part  of  New-England  in 
America,  lying  4ind  extending  between  the  boundi 
and  limits  in  the  faid  indenture  exprefled,  and  all 
lands  and  grounds,  place  and  places,  foils,  woods  and 
wood- grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  mines, 
minerals,  jurifdi&ions,  rights,  royalties,  liberties,  free* 
doms,  immunities,  privileges,  franchifes,  pre«eminen« 
ces,  and  hereditamenu  whatfoever,  bargained,  fold, 
enfeoffed  and  confirmed,  or  mentioned  or  intended  to 
be  given,  granted,  bargained,  fold,  cnftoflM,  aliened 
and  confirmed,  to  ihem  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofwell^ 
Sir  John  Young,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Hamphreyt 
John  Endicott,  and  Simon  Whetcombe,  their  heirs 
and  affigns,  and  to  their  afibciates  for  ever,  by  tbe  faid 

Habendum,  recited  bdenture;  to  have  and  to  hold  tbe  faid  part  of 
New-England  in  America}  and  other  tbe  prenufes 
thereby  mentioned  to  be  granted  and  confirmed,  and 
every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  with  the  appurtmances, 
to  the  faid  Sir  Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,  Sir 
Richard  Sakenftall,  Thomas  Soutbcott,  John  Hum- 
phrey, John  Endicott,  Simon  Whct(tiinbe,  Ifaac 
Johnfon,  Samuel  Aklerfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad* 
dock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Noweil,  Richard  Per** 
ry,  Richard  Bellin^m,  Nathaniel  Wrigbt,  Samuel 
Vaflkll,  Theopbihis  Eaton,  Thomas  Golft,  Thoaiai 
Adams,  John  Brown,ifSamuel  Brown,  Thomas  Hutch* 
ins,  William  Vaflall,  William  Pincbeon  and  George 
Foxcroft^  their  heirs  and  aflSgns  for  ever,  to  their  only 
proper  and  abfolute  ufe  and  behoof  for  evermore;  to 

Tcaeiidom.be  holden  of  our  faid  royal  Grandfather,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  as  of  bia  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich  afbre^ 

faid^ 
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faiil,  in  free  aild  common  foccage,  and  nbt  in  capUe, 

nor  in  knights  ftrvice ;  and  alfo  yielding  and  paying 

therefore  to  our  faid  myal  Grandfather,  his  heirs  and  R«id«n- 

duin« 
fucceflbrs,  the  fifth  |)art  only  of  ail  the  ore  of  gold  and 

filver^  which  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  at'tef-, 

Ihould  be  there  gotten,  had  or  obtained^  for  ail  fer» 

victs,  exa&ions  and  demands  whatfoever,  According 

to  the  tenor  and  rrfervatton  in  th^  faid  recited  indeii 

tore  exprcffi:d« 

And  further  our  fdid  royal  Grandlather,  by  the  faid  ^J^fhrTam'. 

letters  pateutSi   did  give  and  grant  unto  the  (aid  Sir  lands  over 

Henry  Rofwell^  Sir  Jdhn  Young,  Sir  Richaild  Salten*  j^'^gnn- 

ftall,  Thomas  Seutbcott,    John    Huniphreys,  John|^^^^,^ 

Endicott^  SimOn  Whctcombe,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  ^JJ^jJ'J^ 

Alderfey,  Johii  Ven,  Matthew  Craddock,  George  Har-  and  others. 

wood,  Increafe  Now^ell,  Richard  Perry,  Rkhard  BeU 

lingham,  Nathaniel  Wright^  Samuel  Vaffall^  Theophi- 

las  Ealoo,  Thomas  Golfe,    Thomas  Adamft^  John 

Brown^  Samuel  Brown,  Thdmas  Hutchiils^  William 

VaflalU  William  Pincheon  and  George  Foxcroft,  thetr 

heirs  and  affigns^  all  that  pah  of  New-England  it\ 

America  which  lies  and  extends  between  a  greAt  river 

there,  commonly  called  MonOittack,  alias  Merrimack, 

river,  and  a  certain  other  rif  er  therein  cilled  Charles 

river  being  in  the  bottbm  of  a  certiMii  bay  there^  dom* 

monly     called   Maflachufetts,    alias   MatUehufettt» 

alias  Maflatufetts,  Bay^  as  alb  all  arid  fidgnlar  ^hofe 

lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  Within  the 

fpace  of  three  Eoglifh  niiles  oil  the  Smnh  part  <^  the 

(aid  River  called  Charles  River,  or  of  any  or^v^ry  pztt 

thereof;  and  alfoallandfingularthofe  lands  and  heredity- 

menta  wbatfoewr,  lying  ahd  b^ing  witbtii  the  fplce  of 

three Eilgliih  inilifs  to  th^Southward  of  thfeSoiitbermoft 

pirtof  the  faicl  bajscaBedMaflTaehufi^tts,  aIiatM«ttaebu>> 

^  a  fcti. 
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fets^  alias  MaflkiufettSj  Bay ;  and  alfo  all  thofe  lands  and 
hereditaments  wbatfoever,  which  lie  and  be  within  the 
fpace  of  three  Englifh  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  faid 
river,  called  Monomackj  alias  Merrimack,  or  to  the 
Northward  of  any  and  every  part  thereof,  and  all  lands 
and  hereditaments  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  limits 
aforeiaid,  North  and  South  in  latitude  and  in  breadth, 
and   in  length  and  longitude,  of  and  within  all  the 
breadth  aforefaid,  throughout  the  main  lands  there, 
from  the  Atlantick,  or  Weftern,  fea  and  ocean,  on  the 
Eafl;  part,  to  the  South-Sea  on  the  Weft  part^  and  all 
lands  and  grounds,  place  and  places,  foils,  woods  and 
wood-lands,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters  and  beredi* 
laments  whatfoever,  lying  within  the  faid  bounds  and 
^  limits,  and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof;   and  alfo  all 
iflands  in  America  aforefaid,  in  the  faid  feas,  or  either 
of  them,  or  the  Weftern  or  Eaftern  coafts,  or  parts  of 
the  faid  traAs  of  lands  thereby  mentioned  to  be  given 
and  granted,  or  any  of  them  ;  and  all  mines  and  mi- 
nerals, as  well  royal  mines  of  gold  and  filver^  as  other 
mines  and  minerals  whatfoever,  in  the  faid  lands  and 
premifes,  or  any  part  thereof ;  and  free  liberty  of  fifhing 
in,  or  within,  any  of  the  rivers  or  waters  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  aforefaid,  and  the  feas  thereunto  ad* 
joining ;  and  all  fifties,  royal  fifties,   whales,   balene> 
fiurgeons,  and  other  fi flies  of  what  kind  or  nature  fo* 
ever,  that  fliould  at  any  time  hereafter  be  taken  in,  or 
within,  the  faid  feas  or  waters,  or  any  of  them,  by  the 
faid  Sir  Henry  Rofewell,  Sir  John  Young,  Sir  Richard 
Saltenftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humphreys,  John 
Endicott,  Simond  Whetcombe,   Ifaac  Johnson,  Sa<- 
muel  Alderfey,  John  Yen,  Matthew  Craddock,  George 
Harwood,    Increafe   Nowell,    fiichard  Bellingham^ 
Thomas  Wright,  Samttell  Vaflfall^  Theopbilus  Eaton^ 

Thomas 
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Hiottias  Golfc,  Thomas  Adams,  John  firown,  Samuel 
Browne,   Tho.  Hutchins,    William  Vaflall,  William 
Pincheon,  aild  George  Foxcroft,  their  Heirs  or  Afligns, 
or  by  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever  there  in- 
habiting, by  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  appointed  to 
fi(h  therein.     Provided  always,  that  if  the  faid  lands, 
idanJs,  or  any  of  the  premifes  before- mentioned,  and 
by  the  faid   letters  patents  laft-mentioned,   intended 
and  meant  to  be  granted,  were,  at  the  time  of  the 
granting  the  faid  former  letters  patents,  daled  the  third 
day  of  November,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  late  Majcfly  King  James  the  Firft,  aSually  pof- 
feffed  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Chriftian  Prince  or 
State,  or  were  within  the  bounds,  limits  or  territories 
of  the  faid  Southern  Colony  then  before  granted  by 
the  King,  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  his  loving  fubjefts 
in  the  South  parts  of  America,  that  then  the  faid  grant 
of  Our  faid  Royal  Grandfather  (hould  not  e^ctend  to 
any  tuch  parts  or  parcels  thereof,  fo  formerly  inhabited 
or  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  Southern  Plantation 
as  aforefaid  ;  but  as  to  thofe  parts  or  parcels  fo  pofTef- 
fed  or  inhabited  by  any  fuch  Chriftian  Prince  or  State, 
or  being  within  the  boundaries  aforefaid,  fliould  be  jiyj^. 
utterly  void ;  to  have,  hold,  poflefs,  and  enjoy,  the  faid 
parts  of  New*England  in  America,  which  lie,  extend, 
and  are  abutted  as  aforefaid,  and  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,    and  all  the  iflands,    rivers,    ports,    havens, 
waters,  fifliings,  fiflies,  mines,  minerals,  jurifdi£lions, 
franchifcs,  royalties,  libei'iies,  privileges,  commodities, 
and  premifes  whatfoever,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto 
the    faid    Sir  Henry   Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,   Sir 
Richard  Saltenftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Hum- 
phreys,   John  Endicott,  Simond  Whetcombc,  Ifaac 
Jobnfon,  Samuel  Alderfey,  John  Ven,  Matthew  Crad- 
dock,  George  Harvvood,  Increafc  Nowell,  Richard  Per- 

H,1  ly* 
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ry,  Richard  Ikllingham,  Nathaniel  Wrighti  Samuel 
Vaflall,  Theophilua  EatOR,  Tboma*  Golfc,  Thoma» 
Adama,  John  Brown,  Samuel  Browne,  Thomat 
Hutchiiis,  William  Vaflal,  William  Pinchcon,  and 
George  Foi^croft,  their  Heirs,  apd  Affigns  for  ever,  to 
the  only  proper  and  abfolute  ufe  and  behoof  of  the  faid 
Sir  Henry  Rofwell,  Sir  John  Young,  Sir  Richard  Sal* 
tenftall,  Thomas  Southcott,  John  Humphreys,  John 
Endicott,  Symond  Whetcombe,  Isaac  Johnfon,  Samuel 
Alderfey,  John  Yen,  Matthew  Craddock,  George 
Harwood,  Increafe  Nowell,  Richard  Perry,  Richard 
Bellingham,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Samuell  Vaflall,  Theo- 
philus  Eaton,  Thomas  Golfe,  Thomas  Adams,  John 
Brown>  Samuel  Browne,  Thomas  Hutchins,  William 
Vaflall,  William  Pincheon,  and  George  Foxcroft, 
feacndum.  their  Heirs  and  AflSgus  for  evermore ;  to  be  holden  of 
our  faid  Royal  Grandfather,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs> 
as  pf  his  manor  of  Eaft-Grecnwich  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  within  the  realme  of  England,  in  free  and  com- 
mon foccage,  and  not  in  capiie,  nor  by  Knights  fer- 
Kedfteo-  vice ;  and  aMb  yielding  and  paying  thereof  to  Ouf  faid 
"*""*•  Royal  Grandfather,  bis  Heirs  and  Supceffors,  the  fiftl;! 

partcmtyof  all  theoreof  goldand  filver,  which  from  time 
to  tim,e,  and  at  all  times  hereafter^  Oiould  be  gotten^ 
bad  or  obtained,  for  all  fervices,  exactions  and  demands 
whatfoever:  Provided  always,  Mid  his  Majefty's  exprefii 
will  and  meaning  was,  that  only  that  one  fifth  part  of 
all  the  gold  and  filver  ore  abovemeationed  in  the  whole 
and  no  more,  ihould  be  anfwered^  referved  or  payable 
unto  our  faid  Royal  Grandfather,  his  Heirs  andSuc- 
ceflbrs,  by  colour  or  virtue  of  the  faid  laft-mcntioncd 
letters  patents,  the  double  refervations  or  recitals  afore* 
0iid,  orany  thing  therein  contained  notwithftanding*. 
Jknd  totUe  end^tbat  the  aSair^and  bufinefs^  which 

froni 
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from  time  to  thne  fbould  happen  and  arifc,  concerning  Incorpoi*. 

the  lands  and  plantations  of  the  fame,  might  be  the  {rrmtees, 

better,  managed  and  ordered,  and  for  the  good  govern-  iJiJig^i^ 

ment   thereof.    Our  faid  Royal    Grandfather,    King  *«•.»"<* 

.  »  » their  suc- 

Charles  the  Firft,  did,  by  his  faid  letters  patent,  create  ccnon,  hf 

and  make  the  faid  Sir  Henry    Rofwell,    Sir  John  of  the  Go- 
Young,  Sir  Richard  SaUenjflall,  Thomas  Southcott,  J^J^^, 
John  Humphreys,   John  Endicott,   Symond  Whet-  P^y,  of 
combe^  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  AlderfeVf  John  Ven,  chuaetts 
Matthew  Craddock,  George  Harwood,  Increafe  Now-  S^uirf.'^ 
dl,   Richard  Perry,  Richard  Bellingham,   Nathaniel 
Wright,  Samuel  Vaflall,  and  Theophilus  Eaton,  Tho- 
mas Golfe,  Thonas  Adams,  John  Browne,  Samuel 
Browne,  Thomas  Hutcbins,  William  Vaflall,  Wil- 
liam Pincheon  and  Geoi|^  Foxcroft,  and  all  fuch  others 
as  ibould  thereafter  be  admitted  and  made  free  of  the 
company  and  Society  therein  afler-mentioned,  ooa 
body  eorpoiate  and  politick  in  fa&  and  name,  by  the 
name  of  the  Govemour  and  Company  of  the  Maflachu- 
Celts  Bay  in  New-England ;  and  did  grant  unto  them, 
and  iheir  Succeflbrs,  divers  powers,  liberties,  and  privi- 
leges, asia  and  by  the  faid^ktAers  patents  may  mort 
fully  and  at  large  appear. 

And  whereas  the  faid  Gofvernour  and  Company  of 
llie  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  New  England,  by  virtue 
of  the  fjud  lettien  patents,  did  fettle  a  Cofeay  of  the 
EngKfli  in  the  faid  parts  of  America,  and  divers  good 
fubjeds  of  ihia  kiagdom,  encouraged  and  invited  by 
the  fold  letters  patents,  did  tranfport  themfalves  and 
their  effeAs  into  the  fame, 'whereby  the  faid  plantatioa 
did  become  very  populous  ;  aod  divera  coiualies,  towns» 
and  places  were  created,  eaeAed,  named,  fet  Sbrtb,  or 
de%ued,  witfaia  the  (aid  parts  of  America^  by  the  faid 
'Qaveriioiir  Md  Company  for  ibe  1191^  luting. 

H4  And 
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Therqieal       And  whereas  in  the  term  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  tht 
nierchar-    ihirty-fixih  year  of  the  reign  of  Ourdeareft  uncle  King 
Cor.'a*^*     Charles  the  Second,  a  judgment  was  given  in  Our 
Court  of  Chancery,  then  fitting  at  Weftminfter,  upon 
a  writ  of  Scire  Facias^  brought  and  profecuted  in  the 
faid  Court,  againft  the  Governour  and  Company  of 
the  Maffachufctts  Bay  in  New  England  ;   and  that  the 
faid  letters  patents  of  Our  faid  Royal  Grandfather  King 
Charles  the  Ftrft,  bearing  date  at  Weftminfter  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  made 
and  granted  to  the  faid  Governour  and  company  of  the 
Maflachufetts  Bay  in  New  England,  and  the  enroll* 
ment  of  thefameOionldbe  cancelled,  vacated,  andannibi* 
latcd,  and  (hould  be  brought  into  the  faid  Court  to  be 
cancelled  (as  in  and  by  the  faid  judgment  remaining 
upon  record  in  the  faid  Court  doth  more  at  large  ap- 
pear.) 
on  ofSc'"       ^^^  whereas  feveral  perfons  employed  as  Agents  in 
o"fNiI^.''  b^lia'f  «f  Our  faid  a>lony  of  the  Maffachufetts  Bay  in 
chusetsbay,  New*England  have  made  their  humble  application  un- 
WiUiam      to  Us,   that  We  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  by  our 
Charwrr     R^y^l  Charter,  to  incorporate  Our  fubjeds  in  Our  faid 
Colony,  and  to  grant  and  confirm  unto  them  fuch  pow- 
ers, privileges  and  franchifes,  as  in  Our  Royal  wirdom 
(hould  be  thought  moft  conducing  to  Our  intereft  and 
ferrice,  and  to  the  welfare  and  happy  ftate  of  Our  fub- 
jefts  in  New-England,  and  we  berng  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
gratify  our  faid  fubje£ts,and  alfo  to  the  end  that  Our  good 
fubjeAs  within  Our  Colony  of  New-Plymouth  in  New- 
England  aforefaid,  may  be  1>rought  underfucha  fdrm  of 
Government  as  may  put  them  in  a  bettercondiMon  of  de- 
fence; and  confidering  that  the  granting,  as  well  unto 
them  as  unto  Our  fubjedsinthefaid  Colony oftheMafla- 
chufetts  Bay,  Our  Royal  Charter,  with  reafonable  powers 
and  privileges,  will  much  tend,  not  only  to  the  fafety 

but 
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but  to  ihe  ilourtfliing  eftate  of  Our  fubjefts  in  the  faid 
parts  of  New-England  ;   and  alfo  to  the  advancing  the 
ends  for  which  the  faid  plantations  were  at  firft  en- 
couraged 5  of  Our  efpecial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  ,^^  ^^^ 
dnd  mere  motion,   have  willed  and  ordained,  and  We  g«nt. 
do  by  thefe  prcfents  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Succeffors, 
will  and  ordain,  that  the  Territories  and  colonies,  com-  ^^^  ^^^ 
monlv  called  or  known  by  the  names  of  the  Colony  of  boundari<?« 

'  '         ofiheColo- 

the  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  Colony  of  New-Plymouth,  ny,  or  Pro- 
the  Province  of  Main,   the  Territory  called  Accadia,  th"  iviassa- 
or  Nova-Scotia,  and  all  thattraft  of  land  lying  between  ^|J"*(^* 
the  faid  Territories  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  the  faid  pro-  New-Eng- 

land. 

vinceofMain,  be  united,  ereftcd,  and  incorporated ; 
and  we  do  by  thefe   prefents  unite,  crcft,   and   in- 
corporate   the    fame    into    one    real    Province,    by 
the    name    of  our    Province  of  tbe    MaJJacbtiJetts 
Bny  in    Neuf- England ;    and  of  our  fpecial   grace, 
certain  knowledge,   and  mere  motion,  we  have  given* 
and  granted,  and,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  Heirs 
and  fucccffors,  do  give  and  grant  unto  our  faid  fubjeft^, 
the  inhabitants  of  Our  faid  Province,  or  Territory,  of 
the  Maflachufetts  Bay,  and  their  Succeffors,  all  that 
part  of  New-England  in  America,  lying  and  extend- 
ing from  the  great  river  commonly  called  Monomack, 
alias  Merrimack,  and  the  North  part,  and  from  three 
miles  northward  of  the  faid  river,  to  the  Atlantic,  or 
weftcrn,  fea,  or  ocean,  on  the  fouih  part ;   and  all  the 
lands  and  hereditaments  whatfoever  lying  within  the 
limits  aforefaid,  and  extending  as  far  as  the  uttermoft 
points  or  promontories  of  land  called  Cape  Cod  and  Cape 
Malabar  north  and fouth, and  inlatitudeandbreadth,and 
in  length  and  longitude,  of  and  within  all  the  breaJlh 
and   compafs   aforefaid,    throughout   tbe  main  land 
there,  from  the  faid  Atlantic,   or  Weftern,  Sea  and 
ocean  on  the  caft  part,  towards  the  South  Sea  or  Weft- 
ward. 
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ward  as  far  as  our  colonies  of  Rhode  Iflandt  Connec* 
tient,  and  iheNarrowganfct  country;  and  alfo  that  part 
and  portion  of  Main  land  beginning  at  the  entrance  of 
Pifcataway  harbour,  and  fo  pafCng  up  the  fame  into  the 
river  of  Newickcwannocke,  and  through  the  fame  into 
the  furtheft  head  thereof,  and  from  thence  North-weft* 
ward  till  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  be  finifhed, 
and  from  Pifcataway  harbour  mouth  aforefaid^  North- 
eaftward  along  the  seacoaft  to  Sagadchock,  and  from 
the  period  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  aforefaid^ 
to  crofs  over  land  to  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-smiles 
before  reckoned*up  into  the  lands  from  Pifcataway 
harbour  through  Newickannocke  river;  and  alfo  the 
North  half  of  the  Ifles  of  Shoals»  together  with  the 
Ides  of  Cbappawock  and  Nantuckett,  near  Cape  Cod 
afotefaid ;  and  alfo  the  lands  and  hereditaments  lying 
and  being  in  the  Country  or  Territory  commonly  called 
Accadia  or  Nova-Scotia;  and  all  thofe  lands  and 
hereditaments  lying  and  extending  between  the  faid 
Country  or  Territory  of  Nova-Scotta  and  the  iaid  river 
of  Sagadahock,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  all  lands, 
grounds,  places^  foils,  woods  and  wood-grounds* 
haveas>  ports,  rivers,  waters,  and  other  hereditamenta 
and  premifes  whatfoever^  lying  within  the  faid  bounds 
and  limits  aforefaid,  and  ev<»ry  part  and  parcel  thereof; 
and  alfo  all  IQands  and  Iflets  lying  within  ten  leagues 
direAly  appoiitc  to  the  main  land  within  the  faid 
bounds,  and  all  Mines  and  Mineralls,  as  well  Royal 
Mines  of  gold  and  filver,  as  other  Mines  and  Minerals 
whajifoever,  in  the  faid  lands  and  premifes,  or  any  part 
l^beodum.  ^Y^^f^f.  lo  haye  ^nd  to  hold  the  faid  Territories,  trads, 
countries,  lands,  hereditaments,  and  all  and  fingular 
other  the  premifes,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appur« 
leoaoces,  to  our  faid  fubje^ji  the  inhabitatUs  of  our 

iaid 
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faid  province  of  ihe  M^flkchufetta  Bay  in  New-England, 
and  their  fucceffors,  to  their  only  proper  ufc  and  be- 
hoof for  evermore ;  to  be  bolden  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
fiicccflbrs,  as  of  our  manor  of  Eaft  Greenwich .  in  the  '^"**^""'* 
County  of  Kent,  by  fealty  only,  in  free  and  common 
foccage,  yielding  and  paying  therefore  yearly,  to  us,  our 
heirs  and  succeflbrs,  the  fifth  part  of  all  gold  and  filver 
ore  and  precious  ftones,  which  (hall  from  time  to  time, 
and  at  all  times  hereafter,  happen  to  be  found,  gotten, 
had  and  obtained,  in  aay  of  the  faid  lands  and  pre-  frovisoc  u 

.  ,     ,  '  ,  *        nvourof 

miles,  or  withio  any  part  thereof  i  Provided  nevcrihe-  grams  nmiio 
lefs,  and  we  do  for  us>  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  grant  amhonty 
and  ordain,  that  all  and  every  fuch  lands,  tenements,  ^c|*cSk> 
hereditsunents,  aQd  other  cftates,  which  any  perfon  or  ^J^^jJ*"f 
l^eribna,  or  bodies  politick  or  corporate,  towns,  villages,  Fwst. 
colleges,  or  fchools,  do  hold  and  enjoy,  or  ought  to 
have,  bold  and  enjoy,  within  the  bounds  afore&id,  by 
or  under  any  grant  or  eftate  duly  made  or  granted  by 
any  General  Court  formerly  held,  or  by  virtue  of  the 
letters  patents  herein  before-recited,  or  by  any  other 
lawful  right  or  title  whatfoever  (ball  be  by  fuch  perfou 
and  perfons,  bodies  politick  and  corporate,  towns,  vil- 
lages, colleges,  or  fchools,  their  refpedive  Heirs,  Suc- 
ccflb'rs  and  Affigns,  for  ever  hereafter  held  and  enjoyed 
according  to  the  purport  and  intent  of  fuch  refpeftive 
grant,  under  and  fubjed  nevertbelefs  to  the  rents  and 
fenrices  thereby  pefenred  or  made  payable ;  any  mat- 
ter or  thing  whatfoever  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 
And  provided  alfo,  that  nothing  herein  contained  fhall 
extend,  or  be  underftood  or  taken,  to  impeach  or  pre- 
judice any  right,  title,   intereft,  or  demand,  which 
Samuel  Allen,  of  London,  Merchant,  claiming  from  and 
under  John  Mafon,  Efquire,  deceafed,  or  any  other  per- 
Sfmt  or  perfgns,  bath,  or  have,  or  diometh  or  claiin,  tp 

have. 
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have,  hold  or  enjoy,  of  in  to  or  out  of  any  part  or  par(§ 
of  the  prcmifcs  fituate  within  the  limits  above-men- 
tioned ;  but  that  the  faid  Samuel  Allen,  and  all  and 
every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons,  may  and  (hall  have,  hold 
and  enjoy  the  fame,  in  fuch  manner  (and  no  other 
than)  as  if  ihefe  prcfents  had  not  been  had  or  made  ) 
it  being  our  further  will  and  pleafure,  that  no  grants  or 
conveyances  of  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments 
to  any  towns,  colleges,  fchools  of  learning,  or  to  any 
private  perfon  or  perfons,  (hM  be  juJged,  or  (aken,  to 
be  avoided,  or  prejudiced,  for,  or  by  rcafon  of,any  wantj 
or  defeS,  of  form,  but  that  the  fame  ftand  and  remain 
of  force,  and  be  maintained,  adjudged,  and  have  effeft 
in  fuch  manner  as  the  fame  fliould,  or  ought,  before  the 
lime  of  the  faid  recited  judgement,  according  to  the  laws 
and  rules  then  and  there  ufually  praflifed  and  allowed. 
A  Cover-*  And  we  do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors, 
Tcnant^cSi'  ^'^"^  eftablifli,  and  ordain,  that  from  henceforth  for  ever 
vcrnour,and  ihercfliall  beone  Governour,  one  Lieutenant,  orDeputVi 

Secretary  of  '  r-j- 

theProvince  Govemour,  and  one  Secretary,  of  our  faid  Province  or 

pomtcd'hy  Territory,  to  be  from  time  to  time  appointed  and  com- 

the  kiQg.     miffionated  by  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  eight- 

and-twenty-Affiftants  or  Councillors,    to   be  adyifing 

and  aflifting  to  the  Governour  of  our  faid  Province  or 

Territory  for  the  time  being,  as  by  ihefe  prefents  is 

hereafter  direfted  and  appointed,   which  faid  Council 

and  Affiflants  are  to  be  conftituted,  elefled  and  chofen, 

in  fuch  form  and  manner  as  hereafter  in  thefe  prefents 

is  expreflVd. 

Twenty.         And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  royal  pleafure 

wHon.  ""*  and  grant  in  this  behalf.  We  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  foF 

us,  our  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,  nominate,  ordain,  make 

and    conftitute,  our  trufty  and  well  beloved   Simon 

Broadftrcet,  John  Richards,  Nathaniel  Saltenftall,  Wait 

Winthpop, 
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Winthropj  John  Philips,  James  Rufll  II,  Samuel  SewalTf 
Samuel  Apleton,  Bartholomew  Gednevt  Joha  Haw- 
thorne, £li(ba  Hutchins,  Roberi  Pike,  Jonathan  Cur- 
win«  John  Jolliflfe,  Adam  Winthrop,  Richard  Middle- 
cot,  John  Fofter,  Peter  Serjeant,  Jofeph  Lynd,  Samuel 
Ileyman,  Stephen  Mafon,  Thomas  Uiukely,  William 
Bradford,  John  Walley,  Barnabas  Lowtbrop,  Job  Al- 
cot,  Samuel  Daniel,  and  Silvanus  Davies,  Efquires,  the 
firft  and  prefent  Counrellors  or  Afliftants  of  our  faid 
Province,  to  continue  in  their  faid  refpe£live  offices  or 
trufts  of  Counfellors  or  Affifiants  until  the  lad  Wed- 
nefdjiy  in  May,  which  (ball  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
One  thoufand  Six  hundred  Ninety^three,  and  until 
other  Counfellors  or  Affiftants  fliall  be  chofen  and  ap- 
pointed in  their  dead,  in  fuch  manner  as  in  tbefe  pre^ 
fents  is  expre0ed. 

And  We  do  further,  by  thefe  prefents,  conftitute  and 
appoint  our  trufty  and  well-beloved  Ifaac  Addington, 
Efquire,  to  be  our  firft  and  prefent  Secretary  of  our  faid 
province  during  our  pleafure. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  the  Governour  of  The  Gowr- 
our  faid  province,  for  the  time  being,  fliall  have  autho"  powerto^^- 
rityfrom  time  to  time,  at  his  difcretion,  to  aflemble  ^^^^^^^^® 
and  call-together  the  Counfellors,  or  Afliftants,  of  our  his  discrc- 
faid  province,  for  the  time  being;  and  that  the  faid  Go-  g^^^^ 
vemour,  with  the  faid  Affifiants,  or  Counfellors,  or  fe-  Counsd- 

^  .  1     n     /I    II        1  r  .  .  lori  at  least, 

venof  them  atlealt,  iball  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  must  be 

hold  and  keep  a  Council  for  the  ordering  and  direfliing  eicry"mwt. 

the  afiairs  of  our  faid  province.  c  ^unci?^ 

And  further,  we  will,  and,  by  thcfe  prefents,  for  Us,  a  General 

Our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  ordain  and  grant,  that  AsscVnbTy, 

there  ihall  and  may  be  convened,  held,  and  kept,  by  the  «o  ^  ^^^^ 

Governour  for  the  time  bejng,  upon  every  laft  VVednef- 

day  in  the  month  of  May  every  year  for  ever,  and  at  all 

fuch 
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luch  other  tiftiet  as  the  Governor  of  our  fatd  province 
{hail  think  fit  and  appoint^  a  Great  and  General  Court 
Depuiiei     orAflembly  ;  which  faid  Great  and  General  Court,  or" 
Kcmbiyco     Aflemblv^  (hall  confift of  the  Govemour  and  Council,  or 
bythcfrce-  Affiftani8,for  the  time  being,  andof  fuch  frecholdert 
thi'^^"-^^    of  our  raid  province^  or  territor)',  as  (hall  be  from  time 
vincc.         to  time  eieded>  or  deputed,  by  the  major  part  of  the 
freeholders,   and  olher  inhabitants  of  the  tefpeAivc 
towns  and  places,  who  (liall  be  prefcnt  at  fuch  elcAions; 
each  of  the  faid  towns  and  places  being  hereby  impoMf- 
ered  to  ele6l  and  depute  two  perfons,  and  no  more,  to 
ferve  for  and  rcprcfeni  them  fefpeflively  in  the  faid 
Great  aud  General  Court  or  Aflembly^  to  which  Great 
and  General  Court  or  Aflembly,  to  be  held  as  afor(*« 
faid,  We  do  heredy  for  Us,  Our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
give  and  grant  full  power  and  authority,  from  lime  tb 
time,  iodire6l,  appoint  anddeclare,  what  namberof  each 
county,  town,  and  place,  (hall  cle£t  and  depute  to  Tert'e 
Quilifica-   for  and  reprefisnt  them  refpeaivcly  in  the  faid  Great 
•lectors.      ^^^  General  Court  or  Aflembly,  provided  always,  that 
no  freeholder,  or  other  perfon,  fliall  have  a  tote  in  the 
eleAion  of  Members  to  ferve  in  any  Great  and  General 
Court  or  Aflembly,  to  be  held  as  aforefaid,  who,  at  the 
time  of  fuch  eleAion,  fliall  not  have  an  eflate  of  free* 
hold  IK  land,  within  our  faid  province  or  territory,  of 
Oaths  to  be  the  value  of  forty  fliillings  per  annum  at  lead,  or  other 
Jj!|S'^^*^*eflate  to  the  value  of  fifty  pounds  fterling;  and  that 
ticcici!.       every  perfon  who  fliall  be  To  defied,  fliall,  before  he  fit 
or  afi  in  the  faid  Great  and  General  Court  or  Aflembly, 
take  the    oath   mentioned  in  the  aO.  of  parliament 
made  in  the  firfl:  year  of  Our  reign,  intituled, ''  An  hA 
for  the  abrogating  of  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Su- 
premacy, and  app6inting  other  Oalhs,"  and  thereby 
appointed  to  be  taken  inflead  of  the  Oaths  of  Allegt^ 

ance 
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aoce  omI  Sapremacy,  and  fliall  make>  repeat  and  fub^ 

fcribe,  the  declaration  mentioned  in  the  faid  ad,  before 

the  Governor,  or  Lieutenant  or  Deputy  ►Governor,  or  The  Gwer- 

«  nor  nmy 

any  two  of  the  affifiants«  for  the  time  being,  who  (hall  adjourn, 

he  thereunto  autborifed  and  appointed  by  our  faid  Go*  or^du^lre 
vemor;  and  that  the  Governor,  for  the  time  being,  IJJf  Asscm. 
ihall  have  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time^  pleasure.  • 
as  be  ihall  judge  neceflary,  to  adjourn,  prorogue  and 
diflblve,  all  Great  aud  General  Courts  oi  Aflcmbliea, 
met  or  convened  as  aforefaid. 

And  Our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  We  do  hereby  for  The  coan- 
US,  <ittr  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  grant,  eftabliih  and  ordaini  ^uchottn 
that  yearly,  once  in  every  year  for  ever  hereafter,   the  J""^*"'^ 
afordaid  number  of  eight  and  twenty  Counsellors  or  Asseinbix. 
Affifiants  (hallbe  by  theGeneralCourtor  Afiembly  newly 
chofen;  that  is  to  fay,  eighteen  at  lead  of  the  inhabi- 
tants or  proprietors  of  lands  within  the  territory  for- 
merly called  the    colony  of  the  Maflachufets  Bay^ 
and  four  at  the  lead  of  jtbe  inhabitants  of,  or  pro- 
prietors of  lands,  within  the  territory  formerly  called 
New  Plymouth,  and  three  at  the  lead  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ofj  or  proprietors  of  lands  within  the  territory  for- 
merly called  the  Province  of  Main,  and  one  at  the  lead 
of  the  inhabitants  of,  or  proprietors  of  lands  within, 
the  territory  lying  between  the  river  Sagadahoc  and 
Nova-Scotia;  and  that  the  (aid  Counfcliors  or  Ailiil- 
ants,  or  any  of  them,  ihall  or  may,  at  any  time  here- 
after, be  removed  and  difplaced,  from  their  refpe&ive 
places  or  trud  of  Counfellors  or  Affiftants,  by  any 
Greater  General  Court  or  Aflembly;  and  that ,  if  any  of 
the  faid  Counfellors  or  Affiftanu  ihall  happen  to  die, 
or  be  removed  as  aforefaid,  before  the  General  day  o£ 
ele&ioo,  that  then,  and  in  every  fuch  cafe,  the  Great 
and  General  Court  or  Aflembly,  at  their  firft  fitting, 

may 
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may  proceed  to  a  new  eleAion  of  one  or  more  Coun* 
fellors  or  Afliftants,  in  the  room  or  place  of  fuch  Coun* 
fellors  or  Ailiftants  fo  dying  or  removed. 
nic  Gom.     j^nd  YV^^j  Jq  further  grant  and  ordain,  that  it  (hall 
Council  arc  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Govemour,  with  the 
the  judges,  advice  and  confent  of  the  Council  or  Aflidantt^  from 
officers  of    ^™^  ^^  ^'^^^'  ^^  nominate  and  appoint  JudgeSt  Q)m- 
justice.       mitfionersof  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Sheriffs,  Provoto-Mar 
fhals,  Jufticea  of  the  Peace^  and  other  officers  to  our 
Council  and  Courts  of  JuAice  belonging:   provided  al- 
ways that  no  fuch  nomination  or  appointment  of  offi- 
cers be  made  without  notice  firft  given,  or  fummona 
iflued  out,  feven  days  before  fuch"  nomination  or  ap- 
pointment, unto  fuch  oF  the  faid  Counfellors^  or  Aflift- 
ants,  as  (hall  be  at  that  time  refiding  within  our  faid 
province. 
Oaths  to  be     -^^^  ^^^  ^*''  *"^  pleafure  is,  that  the  Govemour, 
taken  by  the  and  Lieutenant,  or  Deputy,  Governour,  and  Counfellorsi 

Governour  .  ...  , 

and  the  or  Affidants,  for  thetmie  bemg,  and  an  other  officers 
to  be  appointed  or  chofen  as  aibrefaid>  (hall,  before  the 
undertaking  of  the  execution  of  their  offices  and  places 
refpedlively,  take  their  feveral  and  refpe6tive  oaths  for 
the  due  and  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in 
their  feveral  and  refpeftiVe  offices  and  places;  as  alfo 
th^  oaths  appointed  by  the  faid  a£l  of  parliament^ 
made  in  firft  year  of  our  reign,  to  be  taken  inftead  of 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy;  and  (hall  make, 
repeat^  and  fublcribe,  the  declaration  mentioned  in  the 
faid  aft,  before  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  by  thefe 
prefenls  herein  after  appointed;  (that  is  to  fay)  the  Go- 
vernour of  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  for  the  time 
being,  (hall  take  the  Yaid  oaths,  and  make,  repeat,  and 
fubfcribe,  the  faid  declaration,' before  the  Lieutenant,  or 
Deputy,  Governour,  or,  in  his  ab(cncc,  before  any  two 

or 
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f>r  more  of  the  iaid  pcrfons  hereby  nominated  and  ap- 
poiDted  the  prefent  Counfellors,  qr  Affidants,  ofour 
faid  province  or  territory,  fo  whom  We  do,  by  thefe 
prefents^  give  full  power  and  auihority  to  give  and  ad*' 
miniHer  the  fame  to  our  faid  Governour  accordiuglyi 
and,  after  our  faid  Governour  (hall  be  fwom,  and  fiiall 
have    fubfcribed    the  faid  declaration,  that  then  our 
Lieutenant,  or  Deputy,  Governour,  for  the  time  being, 
and  the  C^unfellors,  or  Affiftants,  before  by  tliefe  pre- 
fents    nominated  and   appointed,  (hall    take  .the  faid  ' 
oaths,  and  make,  repeat,  and  Fubfcribe  the  faid  declara- 
tion beforeour  faid  Governour;  and  that  every  fuch  per- 
fon,  or  perfons,  as  (hall  (at  the  time  of  the  annual  elec- 
tions^ or  otherwife  upon  death  or  removal)  be  appoint* 
ed  to  be  the  new  Counfeliors  or  Affi Hants,  and  all  other 
Officers  to  be  hereafter  chofen  from  time  to  time,  fhall 
take  the  oaths,  to  their  refpe£live  offices  and  places  be- 
longing, and  alfo  the  faid  oaths  appointed  by  the  faid 
ad  of  parliament  to  be  taken  indead  of  the  oaths  of  alle« 
giance  and  fupremacy;  and  fhali  make,  repeat,  and  fub- 
fcribe the  declaration  mentioned  in  the  faid  aft,  before 
the  Governour,  or  Lieutenant- Governour,  or  any  two,  or 
more,  Counfeliors,  or  Affiflants,  or  fuch  other  perfon,  or 
perfons,  as  (hall  be  appointed  thereunto  by  the  Gover- 
nour for  the  time  being,  to  whom  We  do  therefore,  by 
thcfe  prefents,  give  ftill  power  and  authority  from  time 
to  time  to  give  and  adminifter  the  fame  rcfpcftively, 
according  to  our  true  meaning  herein  before-declared, 
without  any  commiffion,  or  further  warrant,  to  be  had 
and  obtained  from  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucccifors,  in  that 
behalf. 

And  our  will  ai;Kl  pleafure  is,  and  We  do  hereby  re- 
quire anc^  command,  that  all  and  every  perfon  and  per- 
fons, hereafter  by  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucccflors,  nomi- 

I  nated. 
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AH  future   natcd  and  appointed  to  the  refpeAi veolRees  of  GoteRionr. 

Governoun       _  .  '  '        _  _     *^  ,  ^  ^ 

and  Lteute-  or  Lieutenant,  or  Deputy,  GovernouT,  and  Secretary^  Of  Our 
noUrs,  anT  faidprovinccor territory,  (which  faidGovernour|Or  Lieo- 
^f  ^h  ^^'-o*-'  '^^*'^^>  ^^  Deputy,  Governour,  and  Secretary,  of  our  faid 
vincc,  shall  province  or  territory,  for  the  time  being,  We  do  here- 
same  oaths,  by  referve  full  power  and  authority  to  us,  our  heirs,  and 
fuccelTors,  to  nominate  and  appoint  accordingly,)  (ball, 
before  he  or  they  be  admitted  to  the  execution  of  their 
offices,  take  as  well  the  oaths  for  the  due  and  faithAil 
performance  of  the  faid  offices  refpeftirely,  as  alfo  the 
baths  appointed  by  the  faid  aft  of  parliament,  made  ia 
the  faid  firft  year  of  our  reign,  to  be  taken  infteadbf 
the  faid  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy;  and  fliall 
alfomakc,  repeat,  and  fubfcribe  the  declaration  appoint- 
ed by  the  faid  aft,  in  fuch  manner,  and  before  fucb 
perfons,  as  aforefaid. 
The  chii-        And  further,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  arw!  we  do 
king's  sub-  liereby  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  grant,  eftaMiib, 
shtn  h^^    *"^  ordain,  that  all  and  every  of  the  fobjcfts  of  us, 

born  in  the  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  which  (hall  go  to,  and  inha- 
said  pro-       ,.,,.  #..1  •  1  •  1 

\incc  shall  bit  withm.  Our  faid  province  and  territory,  and  every 

same  righu  of  their  children,  which  (hall  happen  to  be  bom  there, 

andprivi^    or  on  the  feas  in  going  thither,  or  returning  from 

they  had     thence,  (hall  have  and  enjoy  all  liberties  and  immuni- 

in  England,  ties  of  free  and  natural  fubjeils  within  any  of  the  do* 

minions  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  to  all  mtentt, 

conlhuftions,  and  purpofcs  whatfoever,  as  if  they  and 

every   of  them  were  born  within  this  our  realm  of 

England. 

And  for  the  greater  eafe  and  encouragement  of  oiir 
Jovingfubjefts  inhabiting  our  faid  province,  or  territory, 
of  the  Ma(rachufets-bay,  and  of  fuch  as  (haTI  come  to 
inhabit  there,  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs, 
and  fucceflTors,  grant,  eftabli(h,  and  ordain,  that  forever 

hereafter. 
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he^eafter,  there  fhaU  be  a  liberty  oFooofcience  allowed  tibertrof 

conscience^ 

in  the  worftip  of  God  to  all  Chriflians  (excq>t  pupifts)  in  the  wor- 
inhabiting,  or  which  (hall  inhabit  or  be  refident,  within  foU^chril 
our  faid  province,  or   territory.    And  we  do  hereby  ^""*'"^*'« 

,       ,  -  ,  province, 

grant  and  ordain,  that  the  Govemour,  or  Lieutenant,  or  except  Pa- 
Deputy,  Govemour,  of  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  for 
the  time  being,  or  either  of  them,  or  any  two,  or  more, 
of  the  Council,  or  Afljftants,  for  thetimebetng,  that  (hall 
be  thereuntoappointed  bythefaidOovcrnour,  (hall  and 
may  at  all  times,  and  from  time  to  time  hereafter,  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  adniinifter  and  give  the 
oaths  appointed  by  the  faid  ad  of  Parliament,  made  in 
the  iirft  year  of  our  reign,  to  be  taken  inilead  of  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  to  all  and  every 
peffon  and  perfons  which  are  now  inhabiting  or  refid* 
ing  within  our  faid  province  or  territory,  or  which  fhall 
at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  go  or  pafs  thither. 

And  we  do,  of  our  further  grace,  certain  knowledge,  xhe  Gene- 
and  mere  motion,  grant,  eftablifli,  and  ordain,  for  us,  {J^  '^^'"* 
our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  that  the  Great  and  GeneraUrecc  Courts 
Court,  or  Affembly,  of  our  faid  province,  orterritory,  for 
the  time  being,  convened  as  aforefaid,  (hall  for  ever 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  ere&  and  conftitute 
Judicatories,  and  Coufrts  of  Record,  or  other  Courts,  to 
be  held  in  the  name  of  us,  our  heirs^  and  fiiccefibrs,  for 
the  hearing,  trying,  and  determining  of  all  and  all 
manner  of  crimes,  offences,  pleas,  proceOes,  plaints, 
aAions,  matters,  caufes,  and  things  whatfoever,  arifing 
or  happening  within  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  or 
b#ween  perfons  inhabiting  or  refiding  there,  whether 
the  famie  be  criminal  or  civil,  and  whether  the  faid 
crimes  be  capital  or  not  capital,  and  whether  the  faid 
pleas  be  real,  perfonal,  or  mixt^  and  for  the  awarding 
and  ma)Ling*out  of  execution  thereupon:  to  which 
1  2  Courts 
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Courtsand  Judicatories,  wc  do  hcreby,for  us,  our  hcir^^ 
and  fucceifors,  give  and  grant  fiill  power  and  authority^ 
from  time  to  time^  to  adniinifter  oaths^  for  the  better 
difcovery  of  truth  in  any  maiiej:  in  cpntrovcrfy,  or  de- 
pending before  Ihem, 
The  Cover-  ^^^^j  ^^  j^  foj.  ^^^  ^^^  heirs,  and  fucce0br8;  grants 
fUNur  Ana  i«  •  i 

Council       cftablifli,  and  ordain,  that  the  Governour  of  our  faid 

probatetbf  province  or  territory  for  the  time  being,  with  the 

Stcn*^f     Council,  or  Affiftants,  may  do,  execute,  or  perform  all 

adroinisim.  jj,g^  jg  neceflary  for  the  probate  of  wills,  and  granting 

of  adminiftrations,  for,  touching,  or  concerning,   any 

intereft  or  eftale,  which  any  pcrfon  or  perfons  (hall  have 

>  within  our  faid  province,  or  .terri(ory« 

from  Uie        And  whereas  we  judge  it  nece0ary,  tjiat  all  our  fubje£t» 

<^ti5l  to     ftould  have  libetty  to  appeal  to  us,  our  heirs,  aijid  fuc- 

♦thc  king     'ctflbre,  in  cafes  that  may  deferye  the  fame,  we  do,  by 

•m  council.  '  .        *  r        •  t  j 

thefe  prefents,  ordain,  that  in  cafe  either  party  do  not 
reft  fatisfied  with  the  judgement  or  fentence  of  any 
judicatories  or  courta  within  our  faid  province  or  terri- 
tory, in  any  perfonal  aftiop,  wheriein  the  matter  iji 
diiference  doth  exceed  the  value  of  three  hundred 
pounds  fterling,  that  then  he,  or  they,  may  appeal  to  us, 
bur  heirs,  and  fucccffors,  ip  our,  or  their,  privy-counci)} 
^    .         nrovided*  that  fuch  appeal  be  made  within  fourteen 

Conditions   "  .      :  •  .    ,  '        .  j    l    * 

of  luch       days  after  the  Icnt^nce,  or  judgement,  given ;  and  thgt, 

appeals,  ^^f^^  fiich  appeal  be  allowed,  fecurity  be  given  by 
the  party  or  parties  appealing*  in  the  value  of  the  mat- 
ter  in  differetice,  to  pay  or  anfwer  the  debt  or  dama- 
ges, for  which  the  judgement,  or  fentence,  is  given,  with 
fuch  cofls  and  damages  as  fhall  be  awarded  by  U8,^ur 
heirs,  or  fucceflTors,  in  cafe  the  judgement,  or  fentence,  be 
affirmed  i  and  provided  alfo,  that  no  execution  (hall  be 
ftaid,  or  fufpended,  by  reafon  of  fuch  appeal  unto  us, 
our  heirs,  and  fueceflbrs^  in  our  or  their  privy-council, 
•  fo 
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lo  as  the  party  futng;  or  taking-out,  execution  do,  in  thf 
like  mannef^  give  fccurily  to  the  value  of  the  matter  in 
difierence,  to  make  reftitudony  in  cafe  the  faid  judge- 
ment or  fentencc  be  reverfed  or  annulled,  upon  the 
did  appeal. 

And  we  do  further,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs.  The  G«ie» 
give  and  grant  to  the  faid  Governoar,  and  the  Great  or  bly  may 
Genera] Court,or  Aflembly,  of  our  faid  province,  orterri-  "   *  '^*' 
tory,  for  the  time  being,  full  power  and  authority, 
from  time  to  time,  to   make,  ordain,  and  cftablifh  all 
manner  of  wholefome  and   reafonable  orders,  laws, 
(iatutes,  and  ordinances,   diredions  and  in(lru£tions, 
either  with  penalties  or  without   (fo  as  the  fame  be  under  cer- 

,     ,  -   ,  .  ,      toin  reiitric«> 

not  repugvant  or  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  our  realm  tion^. 
of  England)  as  they  (hall  judge  to  be  for  the  good  and 
welfare  of  our  faid  province  ot  territory,  and  for  th^ 
government  and  ordering  thereof,  and  of  the  people 
inhabiting,  or  who  (ffall  inhabit,  the  fame,  and  fort 
neceflary  fupport  and    defence    of  the    goveramoc/ 
thereof. 

And  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fncceflbrs^  give  i^  1,^5  ^^^^ 
andgrant,that  the  faid  General  Court,  or  Aflembly,  (hall  "^'J^^^^*; 
have  full   power  and  authority   to  name  and  fettle^  electing 
annually,  all  civil  officers  within  the   faid  province,  ci^I*offi. 
fuch  officers  excepted,  the  ele£lion  and  conilitution  of^^' 
whom  we  have,  by  thefe  prefents,  referved  jto  us,  our 
heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  or  to  the  Governour  of  our  faid 
province  for  the  time   being;    and  to   fet-forth  the 
feveral  duties,  powers,  and  limits,  of  every  fuch  ofiicer 
to  be  appointed  by  the  faid  general  court,  or  aflembly, 
and  the  forms  of  fuch  oaths,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
and  ftatutes  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  as  fliall  b^ 
lefpe&ively  adn^iniftered  unto  them  for  the  execution  of 
ths;ir  feveral  offices  apd  places;  and  alfo  to  impoCe 

I  ^  ^nes 
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fiftes^  mulAsj  imprironmentS)  and  other  puniftments ; 
posing^fi?^  and  to  impofe  atiii  levy  proportionable  and  reafonaUe 
■J^?^*|*^'  afleflmentd^  rates,  and  taxes,  upon  the  eftaftes  and  per- 
mcnts;  fons  of  all  and  every  the  proprietors  or  inhabitants  of 
levying  our  faid  province  or  territory,  to  be  iiTued  and  dtfp<^«i 
of  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  Governour  of  our 
faid  province  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  Council,  for  our  fervice,  in  the  aeccflary 
defence  and  fupport  of  our  government  of  oar  faid 
province  or  territory,  and  the  protection  and  preferva- 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  there,  according  to  fuch  afts  as 
are  or  (hall  be  in  force  within  our  faid  province;  and 
to  difpofe  of  matters  and  things,  whereby  our  fubjeds, 
inhabitants  of  our  faid  province,  may  be  religioufly, 
peaceably,  and  civilly  governed,  proteded,  and  defisnd* 
ed,  fo  as  their  good  life,  and  orderly  oonverlation, 
may  win  the  Indians,  natives  of  the  country,  to  the 
knowledge  and  obedience  of  the  only  true  God  and 
Saviour  of  Mankind,  and  the  Chriftian  Faith,  which 
his  late  majefty,  our  royal  grandfather,  king  Charles 
the  Firft,  in  his  faid  letters  patents  declared  was  his 
royal'intention,  and  the  adventurers  free  profeffion  to 
be  the  principal  end  of  the  faid  plantation ;  and  fov 
the  better  fecuring  and  maintaining  liberty  of  confci*- 
ence  hereby  granted  to  all  perfons  at  any  time  being 
and  refiding  within  our  faid  province,  or  territory,  as 
aforefaid,  willing,  commanding,  and  requiring,  and  by 
thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuccefibrs,  ordain- 
ing and  appointing,  that  all  foeh  orders,  law,  flatutcs 
and  ordinances,  inftruftions  and  direfibions,.  as  ihall  be 
fo  made  and  published  under  our  feal  of  oitr  faid  pio<- 
vince  or  territory,  (hal!  be  carefully  and  duly  obferved, 
kept,  and  performed,  and  put  in  execution,  according 
to  the  true  intent  end  meaning  of  thefe  prefents. 

Provided^ 
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Provided  «lways»  and  we  do,  by  tbefe  prefeixts^  for  ui.  The  Gover* 
our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  eftablifli  and  Ordainj  that  in  a  nes^tive 
the  framing  and  pa(Eng  of  all  fuch  orders,  laws,  fta-  ^^'^^"^ 
tutes,  and  ordinanceSi  and  in  all  elcdions  and  a&s  of  Council 

and 
government  whatfoever,  to  be  pafled,  made,  or  done,  by  AMcmbir. 

the  fiiid  general  Court,  or  Aflembly,  or  Council,  the  Go- 

vemour  of  onr  faid  province,  or  territory,  of  the  MafTa- 

chufets-bay  in  New-England,  for  the  time  being,  (hall 

have  the  negative  voice ;  and  that  without  his  confent 

or  approbation,  fignified  and  declared  in  writing,  no 

fuch  orders,  laws,  ilatutes,  ordinances,  elections,  or 

other  ads  of  government  whatfoever,  fo  to  be  made, 

paflTed,  or  done,  by  the  faid  General  Aflembly,  or  in 

Council,  ihall  be  of  any  force,  eStGt^  or  validity ;  any 

thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  not- 

withftanding. 

And  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflfors,  eftablifli,  The  acts  of 

and  ordain,  that  the  faid  orders,  laws,  fiatutes  and  ^"^^^ 

ordinances,  be  by  the  firft  opportunity,  after  the  ma-  ^"js»|f»d 

king  thereof,  fent,  or  tranHnitted,  unto  us,  our  heirs,  and  to  be  by 

fucceflbrs,  under  the  public  feal  to  be  appointed  by  us,  y|!d  o?^'^ 

for  our  or  theif  approbation  or  difallowance ;  and  that  <>»»^l<>^"^ 

in  cafe  all,  or  any  of  them,  fliall,  at  any  time  within  the 

fpace  of  three  years  next  after  the  fame  fiiall  have 

been  prefented  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  in  our, 

or  their,  privy-council,  be  difallowed  and  rejected,  and 

fo  fignified  by  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflfors,  under  our, 

or  their,  fign-manual  and  fignet,  or  by  order  in  our,  or 

their,  privy-council,  unto  the  Oovemour,  for  the  time 

fafcing,  then  fuch  and  fo  many  of  them  as  fliall  be  fo 

diiallowed  and  rejeded,  fliall  thenceforth  ceafe  azid 

determine^  and  become  utterly  Void,  and  of  none  effed : 

Provided  ahva}*s,  that  in  cafe  we,  our  heirs,  or  fuoceC* 

I  4  fors. 
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foTs,  ftiall  not,  within  the  term  of  three  years  after  the 

prefenting  of  fuch  orders,  laws,  (latutes  or  ordinancea, 

as  aforefaid,  fignify.  our  or  their  difallowance  of  the 

fame,  then  the  i^id  orders,  laws,  ftatutes,  or  ordinances, 

asaforeftid,  (hall  be  and  continue  in  full  force  and  effeft, 

according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  fame» 

until  the  expiration  thereof,  or  that  the  fame  {hall  be 

repealed  by  the  general  afTembly  of  our  faid  province 

for  the  time  being:  Provided  alfe,  that  itfhaU  and  may  be 

^ojp'of     lawful  for  the  faid  Governour  and  general  aflembly,  to 

grants  of     make,  or  pafs,  any  grant  of  lands  lying  within   the 

wfihtn        bounds  of  the  colonies  formerly  called  the  colonies 

b^undi       ^f  *^^  Maffachufetts-Bay,  and  New-Plymouth,    and 

province  of  Main,  in  fuch  manner  as  heretofore  they 

might  have  done  by  virtue  of  any  fonner  charter  or 

letters   patents ;    which   grants  of  lands,  within  the 

bounds  aforefaid,  we  do  hereby  will  and  ordain  to  be 

and  continue  for  ever  of  full  force  and  effeS,  without 

and  under  ^"^  further  approbation  or  content ;  and  fo  as  neverthe* 

certain       j^f^,   ^^j  j^  jg  ^^^  ^oyal  will  and  pleafure,  that  no  8:rant 

restrictions.         '  .  . 

or  grants   of  any  lands,  lying  or  extending  from  the 

river  of  Sagadehock  to  the  gulf  of  St.  Laurence  and 
Canada  rivers,  and  to  the  main  fea  northward  and  eaft- 
w  ard,  to  be  made,  or  pafled,  by  the  Governour  and  gene- 
ral affembly  of  our  faid  province,  be  of  any  force, 
validity,  or  effeS,  until  we,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs, 
HmW  have  fignified  our,  or  their,  approbation  of  the 
fame. 
Powcrtothe     ^^j  vve  do  bv  thcfe  prefents  for  us,  our  heirs,  and 

Governour  "^  / 

to  array  the  fucccflbrs,  grant,  eftablifh,  and  ordain,  that  the  Gover- 
nour of  our  faid  province!,  or  territory,  for  the  time 
being,  fliall  have  full  power,  by  himfelf,  or  by  any 
chief  commander,  or  other  officer  or  officers,  to  ht 

appointed 
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appointed  by  him  for  time  to  time,  to  frame,  inftrud, 
exercife,  and  govertiy  the  Militia  there,   and,  for  the 
fpecial  defence  and  fafety  of  our  faid  province  or  terri- 
tory, to  aflemble  in  martial  array,  and  put  in  warlike 
pofture,  ibe  inhabitants  of  our  laid  province  or  territo- 
ry, and  to  lead  and  condudt  them,  and  with  them  to  ^n^  ^^^  p^,, 
encounter,   expulfe,  ^repel,  refift,  and  purfue,  by  force  '^^°^(|)J'"'.^ 
of  arms,  as  well  as  by  fea  as  by  land,  within  or  with*  ons. 
out  the  limits  of  out  faid  province  or  territory,  and 
alfo  to  kill,  flay,  defiroy,  and  conquer,  by  all  fitting 
ways,  enterprizes,  and  means  whatfocvcr,  all  and  every 
fach  perfon  or  perfons   as  (hall,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
attempt,  or  entcrprize,  the  deftru£lion,  invafion,  detri- 
ment, or  annoyance,  of  our  faid  province  or  territory  5 
and  to  ufe  and  exercife  the  law-martial  in  time  of  And  to 
aAual  war,  invafion,  or  rebellion,  as  occafion   ihall  "jj"^i|* 
neceflarily  require  :  and  alfo  from  time  to  time  to  crefl  ^^^ 
forts,  and  to  fortify  any  place  or  places,  withm  our  faid  cases  and 
province  or  territory,  and  the  fame  to  furnifli  with  all  ^rtain 
neceflary  ammunition,  provifions,  and  (lores  of  war '**^'**^'*°"'* 
for  ofiiencc  or  defence,  and   to  commit  from  time  to 
time  the  cuflody  and  govermnent  of  the  fame  to  fuch. 
perfon  or  perfons  as  to  him  (hall  feem  meet ;  and  the 
faid  forts  and  fortifications  to  demori(h  at  bis  pleafure ; 
and  to  take  and  furprife,  by  all  ways  and  means  what- 
foever,  all  and  every  fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  with  their 
{hips,  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  goods,  as  (hall  in 
a  hoftile  manner  invade,  or  attempt  the  invading,  con- 
qaering,  or  annoying,  of  our  faid  province  or  territory : 
Provided  always,  and  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  grant,  eftabli(h,  and  ordain, 
.  that  the  faid  Governour  (hall  not  at  any  time  hereafter, 
by  virtue  of  any  power  hereby  grantee),  or  hereafter  to 
be  granted,  to  him,  tranfport  any  of  the  inhabiunts  of 

our 
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our  faid  provinee  or  territory^  or  oblige  them  to  march 
out  of  the  limkB  of  the  {$me,  without  their  free  And 
voluntary  confient,  or  the  confent  of  the  Great  and 
General  Courts  or  Aflembly,  of  our  faid  province  or  tcr* 
ritory^  nor  grant  commtflSons  for  exercifing  the  law 
martial  upon  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  faid  pro* 
vince  or  territory,  without  the  advice  and  confent  of 
the  0>uncily  or  Affiflants^of  the  fame. 
Power  of        Provided  in  like  manner^,  and  we  do  by  thefe  pre- 
c^emour* '^^1  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  conftitute  and 
ablcnoe  of  ordain,  that  when,  and  as  often  as,  the  Govemour  of  our 
the  Cover-  faid  province  for  the  time  being  (hall  happen  to  die,  or 
be  difplaced  by  us,  our  heirs,  or  fucceflbrs,  or  be  ab- 
fent  from  his  government,  that  then,  and  in  any  of 
thefe  cafes,  the  Lieutenant,  or  Deputy,  Govemour  of 
our  faid  province  for  the  time  being  fliall  have  full  pow- 
er and  authority  to  do  and  execute  all  and  every  foch 
afts,  matters,  and  things,  which  our  Govemour  of  our 
faid  province  for  the  time  being  might,  or  could,  by 
virtue  of  thefe  our  letters  patents,  lawfully  do  or  exe- 
cute, if  he  were  perfonally  prefent,  until  the  return  of 
the  Governourfo  abfent,  or  the  arrival,  or  conftitution,of 
fuch  other  Govemour  as  fhall,  or  may,  be  appointed  by 
us,  our  heirs,  or  fucceflbrs,  in  his  dead ;  and  that,  when 
the  Coun-  and  as  often  as,  the  Govemour,  and  Lieutenant,  of  Depti- 
said  pro^     ty,  Govemouf,  of  our  fjud  province  or  territory,  for  the 
Vince  in  the  time  being,' fliall  happen  to  dte,  or  be  difplaced  by  us, 
both  the      our  heirs,  or  fucceflfors,  or  be  abfent  firom  our  faid  pro- 
and^Lieute  vince,  and  that  there  fliall  benoperfon  within  the  faid 
Govemour  P^^^''^^^  commiflionated  by  us,  our  heirs,  or  fucceSbrs, 
to  be  Govemour  within  the  fame,  then,  and  in  every  Of 
the  faid  cafes,  the  Council,  or  Afliflants,  of  our  faid  pro* 
vince  fliall  have  full  power  and  authority,  and  we  do 
hereby  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid«Council,  orAffift- 
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«nts>  of  our  faid  province  for  the  time  being,  or  the 

f»»jor  part  of  iheni)  full  power  and  authority  to  do  and 

cxaci^  all  and  every  fuch  z&9,  raattersy  and  thingti 

which  the  faid  Govemour,  or  Lieutenant,  or  Deputy^ 

Govemour,  of  our  Ostid  province  or  tenitory,  for  the  time 

being,  night  or  could  lawfully  do  or  exercife,  if  they, 

or  «ther  of  them,  were  perfonally  prefent,  until  there- 

toniof  theGovemour,  or  Lieutenant,  orDepnty,  Go\er« 

nour,  fo  abreat,or  the  arrival,  orconftitutlon,of  fuch  other 

Govemour,or  Lieutenant,  orDeputy,  Governour,  as  (hall 

or  may  be  appointed  by  ub,  our  heirs,  or  fucceflbrs,  from 
time  to  time. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declare^,  that  no-  nity-Co^* 
thing  herein  oonuined  (hall  extend  or  be  uken  to  ereft  c^ci^d^y*^ 
or  grant,  or  allow  the  exercife  of  any  Admiralty-Court  ^x  ^^o- 
juri{!di£tiaa,  power  or  authority,  but  that  the  fame  (hall  province, 
be  and  is  hereby  referved  to  iis  and  our  fucceflbrs,  and  undeT  the 
fliall  from  time  to  time  be  erefted,  granted  and  exer-  g^^andf  or 
cifed  by  virtue  of  commiffions  to  be  ilTued  under  the  the  Seal  of 
Great  Seal  of  England,  or  under  the  Seal  of  the  High  Admini 
Admiral,  or  the  CpmmiflSoners  for  executing  the  office  o^^^s^*"^ 
o£  High  Admiral  of  England. 

And  farther,  our  exprefs  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we 
do,  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,.    . 
ordain  and  appoint,  that  thefe  our  letters  patent  (hall 
not,  in  any  manner,  enure,  or  be  taken,  to  abridge,  bar,  j^^^  ^^^^ 
or  hinder,  any  of  our  loving  fubjeds  whatfoever,  to  ufe  tcr  shall  not 
and  exercife  the  trad^  of  fifhing  upon  the  coafls  of  New-  dnnce  to°* 
En^nd,  but  that  they,  and  every  of  them,  (hall  have  lllb^'jft, 
fiiU  and  free  power  and  liberty  to  continue  and  ufe  the  'f*i'Jf^^ 
faid  trade  of  fifiiing  upon  the  faid  coafts,  in  any  of  the  on  the 
feas  thereunto  adjoining,  or  any  arms  of  the  faid  leas  N^^Eng- 
or  falt-waler  rivers,  where  they  have  been  wont  to  fifli;  '*"^* 
and  to  build  and  fet-up  on  the  lands,  within  our  faid 
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province  or  colony,  lying  wafte,  and  not  then  poflcfTed 
by  particular  proprietors,  fuch  wharfs,  Rages,  and  work* 
houfes,  as  (hall  be  nereflary  for  the  faiting,  drying, 
keeping,  and  packing  of  their  fifli,  to  be  taken  or  gotticn 
upon  that  coaft,  and  to  cut^down  and  take  fuch  trees 
and  other  materiala  there  growing,  or  being,  upon  any 
parts  or  places  lying  wafie,  and  not  then  in  pofleiSon  of 
particular  proprietors,  as  (hall  be  needful  for  that  purt- 
pofe,  and  for  all  other  neceffary  eafements,  helps,  and 
advantages,  concealing  the  faid  trade  of  fifhing  there,* 
in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  they  have  been  heretofore 
at  any  time  accufiomed  to  do,  without  making  any  wil- 
ful wade  or  fpoil  |  any  thing  in  thefe  prefents  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanuing. 
tion  of  large     And  laftly,  for  the  better  providing  and  furnifliing 
use  of  the  of  mafts  for  our  royal  navy,  we  do  hereby  referve  to  us, 
^^^'         our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  all  trees  of  the  diameter  of 
twenty-four    inches,  and   upwards  of  twelve  inches 
from  the  ground,  growing  upon  any  foil,  or  traft  of 
land,  within  our  faid  province  or  territory,  not  hereto^ 
fore  granted  to  any  private  perfons ;  and  we  do  reftrain 
and  forbid  all  perfons  whatfoever  from  felling,  cutting, 
or  deftroying  any  fuch  trees  without  the  royal  iicenfe 
of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  firft  had  and  obtained, 
upon  penalty  of  forfeiting  one  hundred  pounds  derling 
unto  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  for  every  fuch  tree 
fo  felled,  cut,  or  deftroyed,  without  fuch  Iicenfe  had 
and  obtained  in  that  behalf  5  any  thing  in  thefe  pre* 
fents  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwith- 
(landing.      In   wilnefs,    &c.      Witnefs  ourfelves   at 
Weftminfter  the  feventh  day  of  06tober. 

oj 
By  Writ      Privy  Seal. 
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fas 
VOTES  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

or   THB 

FREEHOLDERS  AND  OTHER  INHABITANTS 

OW   TUB 

TOfVN  OF  BOSTON, 

IN   TOWN   MEETINO  ASSEMBLED,  ACCOaDIKO   TO  LAW. 

[published  by  oeder  of  the  town.] 

To  which  is  prefixed,  as  Introductory, 
-IN   ATTESTED    COPY   OF    A   VOTE    OF    THE    TOWN    AT 
A    PRECEDING    MEETING. 

THB    WHOLE    CONTAINING    A    PAETICULAR     ENUMEBATION    OP 

THOSE   GRIEVANCES    THAT   HAVE    GIVEN    RISB   TO   TUB 

PRESENT  ALARMING  DISCONTENTS  IN  AMERICA. 

[Boston  printed,  London  reprintedj^  i773.] 


PREEACE  OP  THE  BRITISH  EDITOR 

All  accounts  of  the  difcontent  fo  general  in  our  colonies^ 
have  of  late  years  been  induftrioufly  fmothered,  and  con- 
cealed here;  it  feeming  to  fuit  the  views  of  the  American 
miniller  *,  to  have  it  underftood,  that  by  bis  great  abilities 
all  fadion  was  fubdued,  all  oppoflition  fupprefled,  and  the 
whole  country  quieted.  —  That  the  true  ftate  of  jaffairs 
there  may  be  known,  aud  the  true  caufes  of  that  difcontent 
well  underftood^  the  following  piece  (not  the  produdion  of 
a  private  writer^but  the  unanimous  a£t  of  a  large  American 
city)  lately  printed  in  New-England,  is  republifhed  here. 

*  Tlie  Earl  of  Hilliboroiigh. 
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This  nation^  and  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  may  thereby 
learn  with  more  certainty  the  grounds  of  a  diflenfion, 
that  poffibly  may,  fooner  or  later,  have  confequences  in- 
terefting  to  them  all. 

The  colonies  had,  from  their  firft  fettlement,  been  go« 
vcrned  with  more  eafe  than  perhaps  can  be  equalled  by  any 
infiance  in  hiftory,  of  dominions  fo  diftant.  Their  affe£lion 
and  refpeft  for  this  country,  while  they  were  treated  with 
Kindnefs,  produced  an  almoft  implicit  obedience  to  the  in- 
ftruAions  of  the  prince,  and  even  to  ^Gts  of  the  Britifli  par- 
liament,  though  the  right  of  binding  them  by  a  legiflature 
in  which  they  were  unreprefented,  was  never  clearly  un- 
derftood.  That  rcfpeS  and  affeftion  produced  a  partiality 
in  favour  of  every  thing  that  was  Englifli;  whence  their 
preference  of  Engliih  modes  and  manufactures;  their  fub- 
miflion  to  reftraints  on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods, 
which  they  had  but  little  defire  to  ufe;  and  the  monopoly  we 
fo  long  enjoyed  of  their  commerce,  to  the  great  enriching 
of  our  merchants  and  artificers.  The  miftaken  policy  of 
the  (lamp-aS;  firft  difiurbcd  this  happy  filuation ;  but  the 
flame  thereby  raifed  was  foon  extinguiflied  by  its  repeal, 
and  the  old  harmony  refiored,  with  all  its  concomitant  ad- 
vantages to  our  eommercc.  iThe  fubfequent  a£t  of  another 
adminifiration*,  which,  not  content  with  an  eftablilhed  ex* 
dufion  of  fordgn  manufa^res,  began  to  make  our  own 
merchandise  dearer  to  the  confumers  there  by  heavy  du- 
ties^ revived  it  agam:  and  combinations  were  entered  into 
thronghout  the  Continent^  to  ftop  trading  with  Britain  till 
thofe  duties  ihould  be  repealed.  All  were  accordingly  re- 
pealed but  one,  the  duty  on  tea.  This  was  relerved  profeiT- 
ediy  as  a  fianding  cUdm  and  exercrfe  of  llie  right  aflumed 
by  pariiament  of  laying  fuch  djities.    The  colonies,  on  this 

•  That  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  as  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
and  Mr.  Charles  Townshend  (brother  to  General  Lord  Viscoant 
Townthepd,)  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
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repeal^  relrafted  their  agreementj  fo  hr  at  related  to  all 
other  goods  except  that  on  which  the  duty  was  retained. 
This  was  trumpeted  here  by  the  minifter  for  the  colonies  as 
a  triumph;  ibere  it  was  confidered  only  as  a  decent  and 
equitable  meafure^  (bowing  a  wilUngnefs  to  meet  the  mother 
country  in  every  advance  towards  a  reconciliation.     And 
the  difpofition  to  a  good  underftanding  was  fo  prevalent, 
that  poffibly  they  might  foon  have  relaxed  in  the  article  of 
tea  alfo.    But  the  fyftem  of  commiffioners  of  cuftoms,  offi- 
cers without  end,  with  fleets  and  armies  for  colleding  and 
enforcing  thofe  duties,  being  continued,  and  ading  with 
mnch  indifcretion  and  raflinefs,  giving  great  and  unnecefiary 
trouble  and  obftruftion  to  bnfinefs,  commencing  unjuft  and 
vexatious  fuits,  and  haraflmg  commerce  in  all  its  branches, 
while  that  minifter  kept  the  people  in  a  conftaot  ftate  of  ir- 
ritation by  inftru&ions  which  appeared  to  have  no  other 
end  than  the  gratifying  his  private  refeniments*,  occafioned 
a  persevering  adherence  to  their  refolution- in  that  parti- 
cular: and  the  event  fhould  be  a  leflbn  to  minifters,  not 
to  rilque,  through  pique,  the  obftrufting  any  one  branch  of 
trade,  fince  the  courfe  and  conne£tion  of  general  bufinefs 
may  be  thereby  diftarbed  to  a  degree  impoffible  to  before* 
feen  or  imagined.    For  it  appears,  that  the  colonies,  find- 
ing their  humble  petitions  to  have  this  duty  repealed,  were 
rejeded  and  treated  with  contempt,  and  that  the  produce  of 
the  duty  was  applied  to  the  rewarding  with  undeferved  fala- 
ries  and  penfions  every  one  of  their  enemies,  the  duty  itfelf 
became  more  odious,  and  their  refolution  to  flarve  it  more 
vigorous  and  obflinate.    The  Dutch,  the  Danes  and  French, 
took  the  advantage  thus  offered  them  by  our  imprudence, 
and  began  to  ftnuggle  their  teas  into  the  plantations.    At 

•  Some  of  his  circular  letters  had  been  criticised  and  expoied  by 
one  or  two  of  the  Americao  assonbliet. 
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firft  this  was  fomewbat  difEcult;  but  at  lengtb,  as  all  bufi-* 
nefs  improves  by  praftice^  it  became  eafy.  A  coaft  1500 
miles  in  lengthy  could  not  in  all  parts  be  guarded^  even  by 
the  whole  navy  of  England,  efpecially  where  the  reftraining 
authority  was  by  all  the  inhabitauts  deemed  unconftitiitionaij 
and  fm.uggling  of  courfe  confidered  as  patriotifm.  The 
needy  wretches  too,  who,  with  fmall  falaries,  were  trulled  to 
watch  the  ports  day  and  night,  in  all  weathers,  found  it 
cafier  and  more  profitable,  not  only  to  winky  but  to  fleep  in 
their  beds,  the  merchant's  pay  being  more  generous  than  the 
king's.  Other  India  goods  alfo,  which  by  themfelves  would 
not  have  made  a  fmuggling  voyage  fufficiently  profitable, 
accompanied  tea  to  advantage:  and  it  is  feared  the  cheap 
French  filks  formerly  reje&ed  as  not  to  the  tafte  of  the  colo- 
nifts,  may  have  found  their  way  with  the  wares  of  India,  and 
now  e(labli(hed  themfelves  in  the  popular  ufe  and  opinion. 
It  is  fuppofed  that  at  lead  a  million  of  Americans  drink 
tea  twice  a  day,  which^  at  the  firft  coft  here,  can  fcarce  be 
reckoned  at  lefs  than  half  a  guinea  a  head^^r  annum.  This 
market,  that  in  the  five  years  which  have  run-on  fince  the 
a&  pafled,  would  have  paid  ^,500,000  guineas  for  tea 
alone,  into  the  coffers  of  the  company,  we  have  wantonly 
loft  to  foreigners.  Meanwhile  it  is  faid  the  duties  have 
fp  diminiQied,  that  the  whole  remittance  of  the  laft  year 
amounted  to  no  more  than  the  pitiful  fum  of  8j  pounds  for 
the  expence  of  fome  hundred  thoufands  in  armed  (hips 
and  foldiers  to  fupport  the  officers.  Hence  the  tea  and 
other  India  goods  that  might  have  been  fold  in  America, 
remain  rotting  in  the  company's  warehoufes,  while  thofe  of 
foreign  ports  are  known  to  be  cleared  by  the  American  de- 
mand. Hence,  in  fome  degree,  the  company's  inability  to 
pay  their  bills,  the  finking  of  their  fiock,  by  which  millions 
of  property  have  been  annihilated;  the  lowering  of  thei  divi- 
dend, whereby  fo  many  muft  be  diftreflfed^  the  lofs  to  go- 
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wuft  make  a  proportionable  redudion  in  our  favings  to- 
wards the  difcharge  of  our  enormous  debt}  and  hence  in 
part  the  fevere  blow  fuflfereJ  by  credit  iu  general^  to  the 
ruin  of  many  families;  the  ftagnation  of  bufinefs  in  Spital- 
Fields  and  at  Manchefier^  through  want  of  vent  fortbeir 
goods;  with  other  future  evils,  which,  as  they  caanotj  ifrom 
the  numerous  and  fecret  connections  in  general  commexce^ 
eafily  be  foreseen,  -can  hardly  be  avoided,"* 

At  u  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  InhH- 
iitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  dull/ earned, 
and  legallg  assembled,  in  Tancuil  ^  Hall,  ou 
Wednesday  the  2Bth  of  October,  J  772^  and  from 
thence  continued  by  Adjournments  to  Monday 
the2d  of  J^ovembcr  folloxoing  ; 

It  was  moved, 
That  a  Committee  of  CorreTpondence  l>e  appointed,  to 
»confift  of  twenty-«one  perfons,  ^*  to  Hale  Ac  rights  of  the 
Colonills,  and  of  this  province  in  particular^  as  Men,  as 
Chrifiians,  and  as  Subje&s;  to  communicate  and  pobli(h  (he 
fame  to  the  feveral  towns  in  this  province,  and  to  the 
world,  as  the  fcnfe  of  this  town,  with  the  infringements 
and  violations  thereof,  that  have  been,  or  from  time  to 
time  may  be,  made  5  alfo  rcquelling  of  each  town  a  free 
communication  of  their  fentiments  on  this  fubje£i/' 

Whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were  nominAed 
and  appointed  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  to  make  report  to 

*  ITiis  Preface  of  the  British  Editor  to  the  second  edition  «f  thi» 
fiainpMcrt,  at  London  in  the  year  .177d»  -was  probably  nrritten  by  the 
t:elebnited  Dr.  Betfjamiu  Franklin,  ^hovas  then  inEu^laadf  «n^ 
£d  not  go  to  North  America  till  April,  1^7i. 
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the  town  as  foon  as 'may  be,  viz.  The  Hon.  James  Oti^/ 
Efq.;  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  Dr.  Jofeph  Warren,  Dr.Benja-' 
min  Church,  Mr.  William  Dennie,  Mr.  William  Green- 
leaf,  Jofeph  Greenlcaf,  Efq. ;  Dr.  Thomas  Young,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Powell,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Mr.  Oliver  Wen- 
dell, Mr.  John  Swcetfer,  JoBah  Quincy,  Efq.  j  CapK  John 
Bradford,  Richard  Boynton,  Efq.;  Captain  William  Mac- 
kay.  Major  Nathaniel  Barber,  Deacon  Caleb  Davis,  Mr. 
Alexander  Hill^  Mr.  William  Molineux^  and  Mr.  Robert 

Picrpont. 

A  true  Copy. 

Aiteji. 
WILLIAM  COOPER,  Town  Clerk. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inha^ 
bitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  duly  ijcarncd 
and  assembled  in  Faneuil  -  Hall  according  fo 
Law  on  Fridatfj  the  *iOth  of  November,  1772  j 
then  and  there  to  receive  and  act  upon  the 
Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  at  a  former 
Meeting  on  the  2d  of  the  same  Month,  and 
such  other  Things  as  might  properly  come  under 
the  Consideration  of  the  Town^ 

The  Honorable  John  Hancock,  Efq.  being  unanimouOy 
chofen  Moderator,  the  Chairman  of  the  faid  Committee 
acquainted  him  that  he  was  ready  to  make  Report^  and 
read  the  fame,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Town,  the  2d  infiant, 
<<  to  fiate  the  righu  of  the  Colonifts,  and  of  this  provioce 
in  particular,  is  Men,  ;i8  Chriftian?,  and  as  Subje^;  to 
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communicate  and  publi(h  the  fame  to  the  fcveral  towns  in  thiA 
)>roviQce  and  to  the  world,  as  the  fenfe  of  this  town,  wiflh 
the  infringements  and  violations  thereof,  that  have  been, 
or  from  time  to  time  may  be  made :  alfo  requefting  of  each 
town  a  free  communication  of  their  fentiments  on  this  fub* 
jeS,"  beg  leave  to  report  t 

Firft^  A  State  of  the  Rights  of  the  Colonifts,  and  of  thi« 
Province  in  particular. 

Secondly,  A  Lift  of  the  Infringements  and  Violations  of 
thofe  Rights. 

Tbird/jf   A  Letter   of  Correfpondence  with  the  other 
Towns, 

I.  Natural  Rights  of  tbs  Coloni/is  as  Men, 

Among  the  natural  rights  of  the  Colonifts  are  thefes 
Tirft,  a  right  to  life;  fccondly,  to  liberty)  thirdly,  to^ro- 
perty\  together  with  the  right  to  fupport  and  defend  them 
in  the  beft  manner  they  can.  Thefe  are  evident'  branches 
of,  rather  than  dedu£liotis  from,  the  duty  of  felf-prefervation^ 
commonly  called  the  firft  law  of  nature. 

All  men  have  a  right  to  remain  in  a  ftate  of  nature^as 
long  as  they  pleafe :  and  in  cafe  of  intolerable  oppieffion, 
civil  or  religious,  to  leave  the  fociety  they  belong  to,  and 
enter  into  another. 

When  men  enter  into  fociety,  it  is  by  voluntary  confent.; 
and  they  have  a  right  to  demand  and  infift  upon  the  perform- ' 
ance  of  fuch  conditions  and  previous  limitations  as  form 
an  equitable  ofiginal  compaS, 

Every  natural  right,  notexprefsly  given*up,or,  from  the 
nature  of  a  focial  compa£t,  neceflfarily  ceded,  remains. 

All  poCtive  and* civil  laws  fhould  conform,  as  far  as  ipcf- 
tiblc^  to  the  law  of  natural  reafon  and  equity. 
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As  neither  reafon  requires,  nor  religion  permits,  the  coiv^ 
trary,  every  man  living  in,  or  out  of,  a  ftate  of  civil  fociety, 
has  a  right  peaceably  and  quietly  to  worfliip  God,  accord- 
ing to  the  didfaiiea  of  his  cwifcience. 

*^  Just  and  true  libertjy  equal  and  impartial  liberty^'  in 
matters  fpiritual  and  temporal,  is  a  thing  that  all  men  arc 
clearly  entitled-lo,  by  the  eternal  and  immutable  laws  of 
God  and  nature,  as  well  as  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  all 
well-grounded  municipal  laws,  which  mud  have  their  foun-» 
datton  in  the  former. 

In  regard  to  religion,  mutual  toleration  in  the  diflerent 
profeflions  thereof,  is  what  all  good  and  candid  minds  in 
all  ages  have  ever  pra£l:ifed>  and  both  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple inculcated  on  mankind:  and  it  is  now  generally  agreed 
among  Chrtftian^,  that  this  fpirit  of  toleration,  in  the  fullcft 
extent,  confiftent  with  the  being  of  cjvil  fociety,  "  is  the 
chief  cbaradleriftical  mark  of  the  true  church*.*'  Info- 
much  that  Mr.  Locke  has  aflerted,  and  proved  beyond  the 
poffibility  of  contradiction  on  any  folid  ground,  that  fuch 
toleration  ought  to  be  extended  to  all  whofe  do£lrines  arc 
not  fubvcrfive  of  fociety.-  The  only  fefls  which  he  thinks 
ought  to  he,  and  which  by  all  wife  laws  are,  excladed  from 
fuch  toleration,  are  thofe  who  teach  do£lrines  fubverfive  of 
the  civil  government  under  which  they  live.  The  Roman 
Catholicks,  or  Papifts,  are  excluded,  by  reafon  of  fuch  doc^ 
trines  as  theie,  '<  that  princes  excommunicated  may  be  de- 
pofed,  and  thofe  they  call  hereticis  may  be  dcftroyed  with- 
out mercy;  '*  befides  their  recognizing  the  Pope  in  fo  abfo- 
lutc  a  manner,  in  fubverfion  of  government,  by  introducing^ 
as  far  pofEble,  into  the  dates,  under  whofe  proteAion  they 
enjoy  life,  liberty,  and  property,  that  folecifyi  in  politicks 

•  See  Locke  s  Letters  on  Toleratioiiy 

imperium 
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impcfium  in  imperio^^  leading  direAly  to  the  word  anarchy 
and  coDfufion^  civil  difcord,  war,  and  bloodihed. 

Tlie  natural  liberty  of  man,  by  entering  into  fociety,  is 
abridged  or  reflrained  fo  far  only  as  is  neceflary  for  the  great 
end  of  focieiy,  the  beft  good  of  the  whole. 

In  the  dale  of  nature^  every  man  is,  under  God,  judge, 
and  fole  judge,  of  his  own  rights,  and  of  the  injuries  done 
him:  by  entering  into  fociety,  he  screes  to  an  arhitevy  or  in- 
different judge,  between  him  and  his  neighbours;  but  he  no 
more  renounces  bis  original  right,  than  by  taking  a  caufe 
out  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  la^^  and  leaving  the  decifion 
to  referees,  or  indiflerent  arbitrators.  In  the  laft  cafe  he 
muft  pay  the  referees  for  time  and  trouble;  he  ihould  alfo 
be  willing  to  pay  his  juft  quota  for  the  fupport  of  govern- 
ment, the  law,  and  the  conftitution;  the  end  of  which  is  to 
furnifli  indifferent  and  impartial  judges  in  ail  cafes  which 
may  happen,  whether  civil,  ccclefiaftical,  marine,  or  mili* 
tary, 

**  The  natural  liberty  of  man  is  to  be  free  from  any  fupe- 
riour  power  on  earth,  and  not  to  be  under  the  will,  or  legifla- 
tive  authority,  of  man;  but  only  to  have  the  law  of  nature 
for  his  rulef." 

In  the  ftatc  of  nature,  men  may,  as  the  Patriarchs  did, 
employ  hired  fcrvants  for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  Hber- 
ties,  and  property  5  and  they  ftould  pay  ihem  reafonable 
wages.  Qovernment  was  inftituted  for  the  purpofcs  of  com- 
mon defence;  and  ihofe  who  hold  the  reins  of  government 
have  an  equitable  naturalright  to  an  honourable  fupport  from 
thofame  principle  '*  that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire;"  but  then  the  fame  community  which  they  fcrve, 
aught  to  betb^  afftflurs  of  their  pay:  governours  have  no 

♦  A  government  within  agQvcinmcnt. 
t  Locke  on  Government. 
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fight  to  feek  and  lake  what  they  pleafe;  by  this,  inftead  of 
being  content  with  the  ftation  affigned  them,  that  of  honoura* 
ble  fervants  of  the  fociety,.  they  would  foon  become  abfolute 
fna/terSf  de/potsj  and  tyrants.  Hence  as  a  private  man  has 
a  right  to  fay,  what  wages  he  will  give  in  his  private  affairs^ 
fo  has'  a  community  to  determine  what  tbey  will  give  and 
grant  of  their  fubfiance,  for  the  adminiftration  of  publick 
affairs.  And  in  both  cafes,  more  are  ready  generally  to 
offer  their  fervice  at  the  propofed  and  ftipulated  price,  than 
are  able  and  willing  to  perform  their  duty. 

In  (hort,  it  is  the  grated  abfurdity  to  fuppofe  it  in  the 
power  of  one,  or  any  number  of  men,  at  the  entering  into 
Ibciety,  to  renounce  their  eflential  natural  rights,  or  the 
means  of  preferving  thofe  rights  \  when  the  grand  end  of 
civil  government,  from  the  very  nature  of  its  inftitution,  is 
for  the  fupport,  proteftion,  and  defence  of  thofe  very  rights, 
the  principal  of  which,,  as  is  before  obfcrvedj  are  ///i,  liber- 
ty j  and  property.  If  men,  through  fear,  fraud,  or  midake, 
ihould  m  terms  renounce,  or  give*up,  any  eflential  natural 
right,,  the  eternal  law  of  reafou  and  the  grand  end  of  fociety, 
would"  abfolutely  vacate  fuch  renunciation;  the  right  to 
freedom  being  the  gift  of  God  Almighty y  it  is  not  jn  the 
power  of  man  to  alienate  this  gift,  and  voluntarily  become 
a  (lave. 

II.  Tbe  Rights  of  the  Colonifts  as  Chrifttans. 

Thefe  may  be  befl:  underftood  by  reading  and  carefully 
fludying  the  inftitutes  of  the  great  lawgiver  and  head  of  the 
Ghriftian  Church,  which  are  to  be  found  clearly  written 
and  promulgated  in  the  New^TeJlament. 

By  the  a6l  of  the  Britifli  Parliament  commonly  called 
7be  toleraHm-a&y  every  fubjeft  in  England,  except  Papifts, 
&c.  was  redored  to,  and  re-eilabli0ied  in;|  his  natural  right 
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to  w^rfliip  God  according  to  the  didatct  of  his  own  con« 
fcience.  And  by  the  charter  of  this  province,  it  is  granted^ 
ordained  and  eftabliihed  (that  is^  declared  as  an  original  right) 
that  there  (hall  be  liberty  of  confcience  allowed  in  the  wor- 
fhip  of  GoD^  to  all  Chriftians  except  Papifts,  inhubtting^ 
or  which  ihail  inhabit  or  be  refident  within  the  faid  province 
or  territory*.  Magna  Charta  itfelf  is  in  fubfiance  but  a  con- 
ftrained  declaration,  or  proclamation  and  promulgation,  in 
the  name  of  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  of  the  fenfe  the 
latter  had,  of  their  original,  inherent,  indefeafible  natural 
rights  ;l*  as  alfo  thofe  of  free  citizens,  equally  perdurable 
with  the  other.  That  great  author,  that  great  jurid,  and 
even  that  court  writer,  Mr.  Juftice  Black/lone,  holds,  that 
this  recognition  was  juftly  obtained  of  King  John  fword-in- 
hand :  and  peradventure  it  mull  be  one  day  sword-in« 
hand  again  refcued  and  preferved  from  tot^l  deilru£lioo  and 
oblivion. 

III.  The  Bights  of  the  Colonijis  as  SuBjeSis. 

A  Commonwealth,  or  State,  is  a  body  politick,  or  civil  so- 
ciety  of  meUf  united  together  to  promote  their  mutual  fafc* 
ty  and  profperity,  by  means  of  their  Union  ^. 

Tht  ab/olute  rights  of  Engliflimen,  and  all  freemen  in,  or 
out  of,  civil  society,  are  principallyi  personal fecurity,  per^ 
sonal  liberty  and  private  property. 

All  perfons  bom  in  the  Britifli  American  colonies,  are, 
by  the  laws  of  God  and  nature,  and  by  the  common  law  of 
England,  exclujive  of  all  charters  from  the  Crowth  well  eniir 
tied,  and  by  a6ls  of  the  Britiih  Parliament  are  declared  to 

•  See  1  Wm.  and  Mary,  St.  9.  C.  18.  and  Massachusetts  Charter, 
In  the  third  year  of  WiUiaisand  Mary.    See  above,  page  1 15. 

t  Lord  Coke*8  Inst.  Blackstone's  Commentaries^   V.  l.  pa.  1 29. 
the  Bill  of  Rights  and  the  Act  of  Settlement. 

X  See  Locke  and  Vattel. 

K  4  be 
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be  entitled^  to  all  the  natuTal,  eflential,  inherent  and  infepa-* 
rabTeri^ts,  liberties  and  privileges  of  fubje&s  born  in  Grea 
Britain,  or  withia  the  reahn*  Among  thofe  rights  are 
the  foiro\i'ing  }  which  no  man,  or  body  of  men,  confident- 
ly with  their  own  rights  as  men  and  citizens,  or  members 
of  (bciely^  can  for  themfelves  give*up,  or  take-^away  from 
others;  ^ 

Fsrfi,.  <*  The  ffrft  fandamenUl  pofitive  law  of  all  Com- 
monwealths or  States,  is^  the  efiablifliing  the  legifiative  pow-^ 
er;  As  the  firlk  fundamental  natural  law  alfo^  which  is  to 
govern  eveit  the  legiflative  power  itfelf,  is  the  prefervation 
of  the  society."* 

Secondly^  The  legiflative  has  no  right  to  abfolute,  arbi- 
trary, power  over  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  people :  Nor 
can  mortals  aflume  a  prerogative,  not  only^  too  high  for 
men,  but  for  angels  ;  and  therefore  referved  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  the  Deity  alone, 

*^  The  legiffative  cannot  juftFy  affume  to  itfelf  a  power  to 
rule  by  exfemporey  arbitrary,  decrees ;  but  it  is  bound  to  fee 
that  jufticc  is  difpenfed,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  fubjeds 
he  decided,  by  promulgated,  Handing,  and  known,  laws,  and 
authorized  independent  Judges ^^y*  that  is,  independent,  as 
far  as  poiSble,  of  prfnce  and  people.  **  There  fbouVd  he 
mi^ruteofJufticefar  rich  and  poor  ^  for  the  favourite  ai 
court,  and  the  counttyman  at  the  plough/*  f 

JKrdfy,  The  fupremc  power  cannot  juftly  take  from  any 
man,  any^part  of  his  property  without  his  confent,  in  per- 
fbn  or  by  his  reprefentative* 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  fir^  principles  of  natural  law  and 
Jufticc,  and  the  great  barriers  of  all  free  dates,  and  of  the 
Britilh  poniKtutioD  in  panlcular.  It  is  utteriy  irreconcileable 

«  Locke  oxk  Govanxnent    Salus-Populi  soprems  Lex  esto. 
tLocJc- 
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to  thefe  principles,  and  to  many  other  fundaaientat  oiairinM 
of  tho  common  law,  common  fenfe,  and  reafon,  that  a  Bri- 
tffli  Houfe  of  Commons  (bould  have  a  right,  at  pleafure,  to 
.  give  and  grant  th«  property  of  the  colonilb.    That  thde 
colonics  are  well  entitled  to  all  the  eflfential  rights,  liberties, 
and  privileges  of  men  and  freemen,  bom  in  Britain,  is  ma« 
nifeft,  not  only  from  the  coIony-icbaruTS  in  general,  but, 
from  ads  of  the  Briti(h  parliament.  The  ftatute  of  the  13th  of 
Geo.  II.  c.  7.  naturalizes  even  foreigners  softer  fevcn  years 
refidence.    The  words  of  the  Maflkchiifctts*Charter  are 
thefe  ;'  ''  And  further  our  will  and  plea fu re  is,  and  we  do 
hereby  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuccelTors,  grant,  eftablifli^  and 
ordain,  thai  all  and  every  of  the  fubjeds  of  us,  our  heirsj^ 
and  fucceflbrs,  which  ihall  go  to,  and  inhabit  within,  our 
faid  province    or  territory,    and  every  of  their  children 
which  (hall  happen  to  be  born  there,  or  on  the  feas  in  go- 
ing thither,  or  returning  from  thence,  (hall  have  and  enjoy 
all  liberties  and  immunities  of  free  and  natural  fubje&a 
within  any  of  the  dominions  of  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucccf- 
forsy  to  all  intents,  conftru&ions,  and  purpofcs  whatroever,^ 
as  if  they,  and  every  of  them,  were  born  within  this  our 
realm  of  £ngland/'    Now  what  liberty  can  there  be,  where 
property  is  taken-away  without  confcnt  ?     Can  it  bf  faid 
with  any  colour  of  truth  and  juflice,  that  this  continent  of 
three  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and  of  a  breadth  as  yet  untxr* 
plored,  in  which  however,  it  is  fuppofed,  there  are  five  ^lif- 
lions  of  people,  has  the  leaft  voice,  vote,  or  influence  in  the 
decifions  of  the  Briii(h  parliament  ?     Have  they,  all  toge- 
ther, any  more  right  or  power  to  return  a  fingle  member  to 
that  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  have  (not  inadvertently,  but 
deliberately)  affumed    a  power  to  dif|)ofe  of  their  lives*,^ 
liberties  and  properties,  than  to  choofe  an  Emperor  of  China? 

^Sorthe  Act  of  the  I<^t  Session  relating  to  the  King^s  dock-yards. 
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Had  the  colonifts  a  right  to  return  mfmbcra  to  the  Biitifti 
Parliament,  it  would  only  be  hurtful ;  as  from  their  local 
fituation  and  civcumftances,  it  is  impofiible  they  Should  be 
ever  truly  and  properly  reprefented  there.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  country,  in  all  probability,  in  a  few  years,  will  be 
more  numerous  than  thofe  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
together:  Yet  it  is  abfurdly  expefted,  by  the  promoters  of 
the  prefent  meafures,  that  thefe,  with  their  poftcrity  to  all 
generations,  ihould  be  eafy,  while  their  property  (hall  be 
difpofed-of  by  a  Houfe  of  Commons  at  three  thoufand 
miles  dldance  from  them ;  and  who  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
have  the  leaft  care  or  concern  for  their  real  intcreft :  who 
have  not  only  no  natural  care  for  their  intereft,  but  muft 
be  in  effeSl  bribed  againft  it  5  as  every  burden  they  lay  on 
the  Colonifts  is  fo  much  faved  or  gained  to  themfdves.  Hi« 
therto  many  of  the  colonifts  have  been  free,  from  quit-rents; 
but,  if  the  breath  of  a  Britifti  Houfe  of  Commons  can  ori- 
ginate an  Z&.  for  taking-away  all  our  money,  our  lands  will 
go  next,  or  be  fubje£l  to  rack-rents  from  haughty  and  re- 
lentlefs  landlords,  who  will  ride  ateafe,  while  we  are  trodden 
in  the  dirt.  The  Colonifts  have  been  branded  with  the  odi« 
ous  names  of  traitors  and  rebels  only  for  complaining  of 
their  grievances  :  How  long  fuch  treatment  will,  or  ought 
to  be  born,  is  fubmitted. 

A  Lijl  of  Infringements  and  Violations  of  Rights, 

We  cannot  help  thinking,  that  an  enumeration  of  forae 
of  the  moft  open  infringements  of  our  rights,  will  by  every 
candid  perfou  be  judged  fuSicient  to  juftify  whatever  mea- 
fiires  have  been  already  taken,  or  may  be  thought  proper  to 
be  taken,  in  order  to  obtain  aredrefs  of  the  grievances  un- 
der which  we  labour.    Among  many  others,  we  humbly 

con* 
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conceive,  that  the  following  will  not  fail  to  excite  the  atten- 
tion of  all  who  confider  tbemfclves  iuterefted  in  the  happi- 
nefs  and  freedom  of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  this  contU 
nent  and  province  in  particular. 

ift.  The  Britifii  Parliament  have  aflumed  the  powers  of 
legiflation  for  the  coloni(l:»  in  all  cafes  whatfoevcr,  withont 
obtaining  the  confent  of  the  inhabitants,  which  is  ever  ef- 
Jentially  neceflary  to  the  rightful  efiabliflimentof  fuchale* 
giflative. 

adly.  They  have  exerted  that  affumcd  power,  in  raifing  a 
revenue  in  the  colonies  without  their  confent ;  thereby  de- 
priving them  of  that  right' which  every  man  has  to  keep  his 
own  earnings  in  his  own  bands  until  he  (hall,  in  perfon,  or 
by  his  reprefentative,  think  fit  to  part  with  the  whole  or  any 
portion  of  it.  This  infringement  is  the  more  extraordinary, 
when  we  con6der  the  laudable  care  which  theBritifli  Hou(e 
of  Commons  have  taken,  to  rcferve  entirely  and  abfolutely 
to  themfelves  the  powers  of  giving  and  granting  money. 
They  not  only  infift  on  originating  every  money-bill  in 
their  houfe,  but  will  not  even  allow  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to 
make  ain  amendment  in  thefe  bills ;  fo  tenacious  are  they 
of  this  privilege,  fo  jealous  of  any  infringement  of  the  fole 
and  abfolute  right  the  people  have  to  difpofe  of  their  own 
money ;  and  what  renders  this  infringement  the  more  griev- 
ous is,  that  what  of  our  earnings  flill  remains  in  our  hands, 
IS  in  a  great  roeafure  deprived  of  its  value,  fo  long  as  the 
Britiih  Parliament  continue  to  claim  and  exercife  this  power 
of  taxing  us;  for  we  cannot  jiiflly  call  that  our  property, 
which  otbers  may,  when  they  plcafe,  take-away  from  lis 
againftour  will. 

In  this  refpc6l  we  are  treateil  with  lefs  decency  and  regard 
than  the  Romans  ihowed  even  to  the  provinces  which  they 
had  conquered.    Tbey  only  determined  upon  the  fum  which 
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each  Ihould  furnifli,  and  left  every  province  to  raife  it  in 
the  manner  moft  eafy  and  convenient  to  themfelves, 

3dly.  A  number  of  new  officers,  unknown  in  the  charter 
of  this  province,  have  been  appointed  to  fupcrintend  this 
revenue  j  whereas  by  our  charter,  the  Great  and  General 
Court,  or  Aflcmbly,  of  this  province,  has  the  fole  right  of 
appointing  all  civil  officers,  excepting  only  fuch  officers, 
the  eledion  and  conflitiuion  of  whom  is,  in  faid  chnrters, 
exprcfsly  excepted;  among  whom  thef«  officers  are  not 
included. 

4thly.  Thefe  officers  are  by  their  commiflions  invefted 
with  powers  altogether  unconflitutional,  and  entirely  de* 
ftru6livc  to  that  fecurity  which  we  have  a  right  to  enjoy ; 
and  to  the  laft  degree  dangerous,  not  only  to  our  property, 
but  to  our  lives:  for  the  commiffioncrs  of  hisMajefty's 
cuftoms  in  America,  or  any  three  of  them,  are  by  their 
commiflion  empowered,  **by  writing  under  their  hands 
and  feals,  to  conftitute  and  appoint  inferiour  officers  in  all 
and  lingular  the  ports  within  the  limits  of  their  commif- 
fions."  Each  of  thefe  petty  officers  fo  made  is  intruded  with 
power  more  abfolute  and  arbitrary  than  ought  to  be  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  whatfoever;  for 
in  the  commiffion  aforementioned,  his  Majcfty  gives  and 
grants  unto  his  faid  compiiffioners,  or  any  three  of  them, 
and  to  all  and  every  the  collectors,  deputy<*colle£lor8, 
painifters,  fervants,  and  all  other  officers  fcrving  and  attend- 
ing in  all  and  every  the  ports  and  other  places  within  the 
limits  of  their  commiffion,  full  power  and  authority,  from 
time  to  time,  at  their,  or  any  of  their,  wills  and  pleafures, 
as  well  by  night  as  by  day,  to  enter  and  go  on  board  any 
<hip,  boat,  or  other  vefltl,  riding,  lying,  or  being  within,  or 
coming  into,  any  port,  harbour,  cretk,  or  haven,  within  the 
lin^its  of  their  commiffion  ;  and  alfo  in  the  day-time  to  go 
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into  any  houfe,  fliopf,  cellar^  or  any  oihcf  place,  where 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandizes  lie  concealed,  or  arc 
fufpc3ed  to  lie  concealed,  whereof  ihe  cufloms  and  oiher 
duties,  have  not  been,  or  (hall  not  be,  duly  paid  and  truly 
fatisfied,  anfwered,  or  paid  unto  the  collc£lors,  deputy-col- 
Icflors,  minifters,  fcrvants,  and  other  officers  refpcftively^ 
or  otherwifc  agreed  for ;  and  the  faid  houfe,  (hop,  ware- 
houfe, cellar, and  other  place,  to  fearch  andfurvey,  and  all  and 
every  the  boxes,  trunks,  chefts  and  packs  then  and  there 
found  to  break-open." 

Thus  ourhoufes,  and  even  our  bed-chambers,  areexpofcd 
to  be  ranfacked,  our  botes,  trunks,  and  chefls  bruke-open, 
ravaged,  and  plundered,  by  wretches,  whom  no  prudent 
man  would  venture  to  employ  even  as  menial  fervants, 
whenever  they  are  pleaicd  to  fay  they/tt/^^^S  there  are  in 
the  houfe,  wares,  &c.  for  which  the  duties  have  not  been 
4)aid.  Flagrant  infiances  of  the  wanton  exercifc  of  this 
jxjwer  have  frequently  happened  in  this  and  other  fea-port 
towns.  By  this  we  are  cut*off  from  that  domeftick  fecurity 
>vhich  renders  the  lives  of  the  mod  unhappy  in  fome 
meafure  agreeable.  Thefe  officers  may,  under  colour  of  law, 
and  the  cloak  of  a  general  warrant,  break  through  the 
facred  rights  of  the  domicile  ranfack  men's  houfes,  deftroy 
their  fecurities,  carry-oflF  their  property,  and,  with  little 
danger  to  themfelvcs,  commit  tht  mod  horrid  murders. 

And  we  complain  of  it  as  a  further  grievance,  that  not- 
wilhftandingby  the  charter  of  this  province,  the  Govemour 
and  the  Great  and  General  Court,  or  Aflembly  of  this  pro- 
vince or  territory,  for  the  time  being,  fliall  have  full  power 
and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  to  make,  ordain,  and 
eHablifh  all  manner  of  wholefomc  and  eafonable  laws^ 
orders,  flatutes,  and  ordinances,  direflions  and  inftruAions^, 
and   that,  if  the  fame  (hall  not  within  the  term  of  three 
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JrTars  after  prefeming  the  fame  to  his  Majefty  in  priVy* 
council,  be  difallowed,  they  fhall  be  and  continue  in  full 
force  and  effedli  until  the  fame  (hall  be  repealed  by  the 
Great  and  General  Affembly  of  this  province  :  yet  the  parlia« 
ment  of  Great^Britain  have  rendered,  or  attempted  to 
render,  null  and  void,  a  law  of  this  provincej  made  and 
paffed  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  George  the  Firft^  enti- 
tled, **An  aft  ftating  the  fees  of  the  cuftom-houfe  officers 
within  this  province;*'  and,  by  mere  dint  of  power,  in 
violation  of  the  charter  aforefaid,  eftablifhed  other  and 
exorbitant  fees,  for  the  fame  officers;  any  law  of  the 
province  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

5thly,  Fleets  and  armies  have  been  introduced  to  fupport 
tbefe  unconftitutional  officers  in  colleding  and  managing 
this  unconftitutional  revenue;  and  troops  have  been  quar- 
tered in  this  metropolis  for  that  purpofe.  'Introducing  and 
quartering  ftanding  armies  in  a  free  country  in  times  of 
peace,  without  the  confent  of  the  people  either  by  them- 
felves  or  by  their  reprefentatives,  is,  and  always  has  been 
deemed,  a  violation  of  their  rights  as  freemen;  and  of  the 
charter,  or  compaA  made  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  people  of  this  province,  whereby  all  the  rights  of 
Britifli  fubjeSs  are  confirmed  to  us. 
6thly.  The  revenue  ariiing  from  this  tax,  nnconftitutionally 
laid,  and  committed  to  the  management  of  perfons  arbi- 
trarily appointed  and  fupportcd  by  an  armed  force  quarter- 
ed in  a  free  city,  has  been  in  part  applied  to  the  moft 
deftruAive  purpofes.  It  is  abfolutely  neceffary  in  a  mixt 
government,  like  that  of  this  province,  that  a  due  propor- 
tion, or  balance  of  power,  (hould  be  cftabliihed  among  the 
feveral  branches  of  the  iegiflative.  Our  anceftors  received 
from  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  a  charter,  by  which 
it  was  underftood  by  both  parties  in  the  contrad,  that  fuch 
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a  proportioDi  or  balance,  was  fixed ;  and  therefore  ev^ry 
Ihing  which  renders  any  one  branch  •£  the  legiflative  more 
independent  of  the  other  two  than  it  was  originally  defign- 
ed^  is  an  alteration  of  the  conftiuition  as  fettled  by  the  char^^ 
ter ;  and,  as  it  has  been,  until  the  eftablilhment  of  this 
revenue,  the  confiant  praAice  of  the  general  aflcmbly  to 
provide  for  the  fupport  of  government,  foit  is  an  efTential 
part  of  our  conftitution,  as  it  is  a  neceiTary  means  of  pre- 
ferving  an  equilibrium^  without  which  we  cannot  continue 
a  free  (late. 

In  particular  it  has  always  been  held^  that  the  dependance 
of  the  Govemour  of  this  province  upon  the  General  Affenibly 
for  bis  fupport,  was  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  this 
equiliirium;  neverthelefs  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
apply  fifteen  hundred  pounds  flerling  annual ly^  out  of  the 
American  revenue,  fur  the  fupport  of  the  Governoar  of  this 
province  independent  of  the  aflembly  3  whereby  the  anci- 
ent connexion  between  him  and  his  people  is  weakened^  . 
the  confidence  in  the  Governour  leflened,  the  equilibrium 
dellroyed,  and  the  conftitution  eflentially  altered. 

And  we  look  upon  it  as  highly  probable,  from  the  beft 
intelligence  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  that  nOt  only  our 
Govemour  and  LieiUenant'^govcrnour,  but  the  Judges  of  the- 
fuperiour  court  of  judicature,  as  alfo  the  King's  Attorney 
avfd  Solicitor*general»  are  to  receive  their  fupport  from  this 
grievous  tribute.  This  will,  if  accompliflied,  compleat  our 
ilavery :  for,  if  taxes  are  to  be  raifed  from  us  by  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  without  our  confent,  and  the  men 
on  whofe  opinions  and  decifions  our  properties,  liberties, 
and  lives,  in  a  great  meafure  depend,  receive  their  fupport 
from  the  revenue  arifing  from  thefe  taxes,  we  cannot, 
when  we  think  on  the  depravity  of  mankind,  avoid  looking 
with  horror  on  the  danger  to  which  we  are  expofed  1  The 
Britifli  parliament  have  (hown  their  wifdom  in  making  the 
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judges  tliere  as  iiuk  pendent  as  ^ofiible  bbtb  on  tlie  princli 
imd  people,  both  for  place  and  fupport;  but  our  judged 
fiold  their  commiffions  only  during  pleafure;  the  granting 
them  falaries  out  of  this  revenue  is  rendering  them  depen- 
tlanl  on  the  crown  for  their  fupport.  The  King,  upon  bis 
firil  acceflioti  to  the  throne,  for  giving  the  laft  hand  to  the 
independency  of  the  judges  in  England,  not  only  upon 
himrdf  but  hisfuccciTorB,  by  recomttiending  and  confenting 
-10  an  aft  of  p&rliament,  by  which  the  judges  «te  continued 
in  office,  lioivvilhftanding  the  demffe  of  the  King,  (which 
vacates  all  other  commiffions,)  was  applauded  by  the  whole 
nation.  How  alarming  therefore  muil  it  be  to  the  inhabit'- 
ants  of  this  province,  to  find  fo  wide  a  dtfierence  made 
between  the  fufojeAs  in  Britain  and  in  America,  as  the 
rendering  the  judges  here  altogether  dependant  on  the 
Crown  for  their  fupport. 

7thly.  We  find  ourfelves  greatly  oppreflcd  by  inftruftions 
fent  to  our  Governour  from  the  court  of  Great  Britain;  where* 
by  the  firft   branch   of  our  legiflalure  is  made  merely  a 
minifterial  engine.     And  the  province  has  already  fell  fuch 
eflfeds  from  thefe  inftrudions  as,  we  think,  juftly  entitle  us 
to  fay,   that  they  threaten  an  entire  deftruAion  of  our 
liberties ;   and  rauft  foon,  if  not  checked,   render  every 
branch  of  our  government  a  ufelefs  burthen  upon  the 
people.    We  fliall  point-out  fome  of  the  alarming  efieAs 
of  thefe  inflru£):ions  which  have  already  taken  place. 
/    In  confequence  of  inftru&ions,  the  Governour  has  called 
and  adjourned   our  General  Afifemblies  to  a  place  highly 
inconvenient  to  the  members,  and  greatly  difadvantageous 
to  the  intereft  of  the  province,  «ven    againft  his    own 
ileclared  intention. 

In  confequence  of  inftrudlions,  the  Aflembly  has  been 
prorogued  from  time  to  time,  when  the  important  concerns 
of  the  proviace  required  their  meeting. 
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In  obedieoce  to  fndm^ions  the  General  Aflcmbly  '\va9| 
Anno  1768,  diflblvctl  by  Governour  Bernard,  becaufc  they 
would  not  confent  to  rejcind  ihe  refglutron  of  a  f^rmir 
houfe^  and  thereby  facrifice  the  rights  of  their  conftitu-* 
ents* 

By  an  InfirufUon^  the  honourable  his  Majefty's  Council 
are  forbid  to  meet  and  tranfa£):  matters  of  publick  concern, 
^»  a  Council  of  advice  to  the  Governour,  unlefs  called  by  the 
Governour  ;  and  if  they  (hoiild,  from  a  zealous  regard  to  * 
the  intereft  of  the  ^ovince,  fo  meet  at  any  time,  the 
Governour  is  ordered  to  negative  them  at  the  next  elcftion 
of  Councellprs.  And,  although,  by  the  charter  of  this 
province,  the  Great  and  General  Court  have  full  power  and 
aulhority  to  impofc  taxes  upon  the  eftates  and  pcrfons 
of  all  and  every  the  proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  yet  the  Governour  has  been  forbidden  to  give  his 
confent  to  an  a&  impoiing  a  tax  for  the  necoflary  fupport 
of  government,  unlefs  fuch  perfons,  as  werepoinled-out  in 
the  faid  Inllru&ion,  were  exempted  from  paying  their  juft 
proportion  of  the  faid  tax. 

His  Excellency  has  alfo  pleaded  Inftructions  for  giving- 
up  ^hc  provincial   fortrcfs,  Caftle-William,  into  the  hands 
of  troops,  over  whom  he  had  declarejy^  bad  ito  controul ; 
(and  th^t  at  a  time  when  they  ^^Inmenacing  the  flaugh* 
ter  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  our  (Ireets  were 
fiained  with   blood    which   they   had   barbaroufly  (bed.) 
Thus  our  Governour,  appointed  and   paid  from    Great- 
Britain  with  money  forced  from  us,  is  made  an  infirument 
of  totally  preventing,  or  at  leaft  of  rendering  futile,  every 
attempt  of  the  other  two  branches  of  our  Legiflative  in 
favour  of  the  diftreflfed  and  wronged  people :    and,  left  the 
complaints,  naturally  occaiioncd  by  fuch  oppreflion,  fliould 
excite  compaffion  in  the  royal  breaft,  and  induce  his  Ma<* 
jcfty  ferioufly   to  fet-about  relieving   us  from   the  cruel 
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bondage  and  infulti  which  we^  bis  loyal  fabjefts  ^^9 
fo  long  fuiliered,  the  Goveraour  is  forbidden  to  confent  to 
the  payment  of  an  Agent  to  reprefent  our  grievances  at 
the  Court  of  Greivi-Britain,  unlefs  he,  the  Govemouf, 
confent  to  bis  ele^on ;  and  we  very  well  know  what 
tig  man  nufft  h  to  whofe  appointment  a  Govemourj  in 
fuch  circumftances,  will  confentt 

While  we  are  mentioning  the  infringements  of  the  righta 
of  this  colony  in  particular  by  means  of  Inftrudions^  w^ 
cannot  help  calling  to  remembrance  the  late  unexampled 
fufpenfion.  of  th^  legiilative  of  a  fifter  colony,  N^w-York^ 
by  force  of  an  Inftr u^tion^  until  they  ihouM  comply  witl| 
an  arbitrary  ad  of  the  Britidi  parliament^  for  quartering 
troops,  defigned,  by  military  executiouj  to  enforce  the 
Taifing  of  a  tribute. 

8thly.  The  extending  the  power  of  the  Courts  of  Vice^ 
Admiralty  to  fo  enormous  a  degree,  aa  deprives  the  people 
in  the  colonies,  in  a  great  meafure,  of  their  ineftimablb 
tightf  to  trials  fy  Juries  \  which  has  ever  been  jufily 
confidered  as  the  grand  bulwark  and  fecurity  of  En^iik 
property* 

This  alone  is  fufBcient  to  roufe  our  jealoufy  i  and  w6 
are  ^in  obliged  to  take  notice  of  the  remarkable  contraft, 
which  th(s  Britiih  parliament  have  been  pleafed  to  exhibil 
between  the  fubjeds  in  Great*Britain  and  the  colonies.  In 
the  fame  ftatute,  by  which  they  give-up  to'  the  dedfion  of 
one  dependant  interefted  Judge  of  Admiralty  the  eftates 
and  properties  of  the  colonics,  they  exprefsly  guard  the 
eftates  and  properties  of  the  people  of  Greati^Britain ;  for 
all  fbtfettures  and  penalties  inBi£ted  by  the  ftatute  of  the 
fourth  of  Qeorge  the  tfiird,  or  any  other  aft  of  pariiatMot 
fdarive  to  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  may  be  fued^ibr  in  any 
Court  of  Admiralty  in  the  cokmies;  but  all  penalties  and 
fortritures  which  .fliall  bt  incurred  in  Great^ritain^  may 
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i>t  fued^For  ia  any  of  his  Majefty's  Courts  of  Beoerd  ia 
Weftminftery  or  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scotlstid^ 
refpeftively.  Thus  our birth-rights  are  taken  from  us; 
and  ihft(  too  with  every  mark  of  indignity,^  itifult  and 
contempt.  We  may  be  harafied  and  dragged  from  one 
part  of  the  Continent  to  theother,  (which  foitte  of  our  brethren 
here  and  m  the  eouDtry-^towds  already  have  been)  and 
finally  be  deprived  of  our  whde  property,  by  the  arbitrary 
determinaUon  of  one  biafled^  capricious^  Judge  of  the 
Admiralty. 

9thly.  The  reftrainidg  us  from  ere6ling  flitting«4nills 
for  manufaSuring  our  iron,  the  natural  produce  *of  this 
country,  is  an  infringement  of  that  right  with  which  God 
and  natute  have  invefted  us,  to  mdce  ufe  ofour  ftill  and 
induftry  in  procuring  the  neceflaries  and  oonveniencies  of 
Itfe.  And  we  look  upon  the  reftraint^  laid  upon  the  manu- 
faAure  and  tranfportationof  hats^  to  be  altogether  unrca- 
^nabhs  and  grievous.  Although,  by  the  charter,  all  havens^ 
rivers,  ports,  waters,  8cc.  are  exprefsly  granted  the  inhabi« 
tants  6f  the  province  and  their  fucceflbri,  lo  their  only 
proper  ufe  and  behoof  for  ever,  yet  the  Britiih  pariiameni 
pafled  an  aA,  whereby  they  reftratn  us  from  carrying  our 
wool,  the  produce  of  our  own  fanns,  eten  over  a  ferry ; 
whereby  the  inhabitants  have  often  been  put  td  the 
expence  of  carrying  a  bag  of  wool  near  an  hundred  miles 
by  land,  when  paflingover  a  river  Or  wateryof  one  quarter 
of  a  mile,  of  which  the  province  are  the  abf^ffute  proprietors^ 
would  have  prevented  all  that  trouble, 

loiMy.  The  ad  pafled  in  the  laft  fefBon  of  the  Srififli 
parliament,  intituled,  an  oA  fir  the  httttr  fr^ttvmg  bis 
Mftje/l/s  Doci'Yardsy  Magazinety  SKpi^  AnmnniAon^ 
mJ  Sttrvs,  is,  as  we  apprehend,  a  vt6lent  infringenient  of 
ouf  rights.  By  this  aft,  any  one  of  ns  may  be  ti^en  frdm 
his  family,  and  carried  to  any  part  of  Oreat-Britain^  thtara 
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ff^^e  Uiedi  whenever  it  (hall  he  pretQided  that  he  has  been 
conqerned  in  burning  or  otherwife  dellroying  any  boat  or 
veSel,  or  any  materials  for  buildingi  &c.  any  naval  or 
viAualiing.  (lore,  &c,  belonging  to  his  Majedy,  For  by 
this  a&  ail  perfons  in  the  realm,  or  in  any  of  the  places 
thereto  beloi^ng  (under  which  denomination  we  know 
the  colonies  are  meant  to  be  included)  may  be  indi^d  or 
tried  either  in  any  county  or  (hire  within  this  realm,  in 
like  m^ner  and  form  as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed 
m  faid  county,  as  his  Majefty  and  his  fucceflbrs  may  deem 
expedient.  Thus  we  are  not  only  deprived  of  our  grand 
light  to  irial  by  our  peers  in  the  vicinity y  but  any  perfon 
fiifpeded,  or  pretended  to  be  fufpe&ed,  mav  be  hurriicd  to 
Great-Britain,  to  take  hU  trial  in  any  county  the  King  or 
kis  fuccelTors  (hall  pleafe  to  direft;  where,  innocent  or 
guilty,;  he  is  in  great  danger  of  being  condemned  3  and 
whether  condemned  or  acquitted,  he  will  probably  be 
Turned  by  the  expence  attending  the  trial,  and  his  long 
abfence  from  his  family  and  bufinefs;  and  we  have  the 
iirongeft  reafon  to  apprehend  that  We  (hall  foon  experience 
the  fatal  eflFeAs  of  this  a&,  as  about  the  year  1769,  the 
Britiib  parliament  pafled  refolves  for  taking-up  a  number 
of  perfons  in  the  colonies  and  carrying  them  to  Great- 
Britain  for  trial,  pretending  that  they  were  authorifed  fo  to 
do,  by  a  (latute  pafled  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  ia 
wliich  they  fay  the  colonies  were  included,  although  the 
a&  was  pafled  Jong  before  any  colonies  were  fettled,  or 
even  in  contemplation. 

lithly.  As  our  anceftors  came-over  to  this  country  that 
they  might  not  only  enjoy  their  civil  but  their  rdi^ous 
rights,  and  particularly  delired  to  be  freed  from  the  prelates, 
who  in  thofe  times  cruelly  perfecuted  all  who  differed  in 
fentinjent  from  the  e(labli(hed  church ;  we  cannot  fee, 
without  concern,  the  various  attempts  which  have  been 

made. 


149 

IMid^,  and  afe  no^  makings  to  efiablifli  an  Aiiierniailt 
epifcopate.  Our  epifcopal  brethren  of  the  colonics  4ot 
enjoy,  and  rightfully  ought  ever  to  enjoy,  the  free  exercilb 
of  their  religion  ;  but,  as  an  American  epifeopate  is  by  no 
means  eflential  to  that  free  exercife  of  their  re1igion,V>v» 
cannot  help  tearing  that  they  who  are  fo  warmly  contend- 
ing for  fuch  an  eftahliflimenty  have  views  altogether 
inconfifient  with  the  univerfaland  peaceful  ^etijpyment  .of 
our  Chriflian  privileges:  and  doing,  or  attempting  to<io,anyi 
thing  which  has  even  the.  remoteft  tendency  to  endanger 
this  enjoyment, is  juftly  looked-upon  as  a gr«atgrievance,«nd 
alio  an  infringement  of  our  rights;  which  is  not.  barely  to 
exercife,  but  peaceably  and  fecurely  to  enjoy,  that. liberty 
with  which  CHRIST  hath  made  us  free. 

And  we  are  further  of  opinion,  that  no  power  on  earitt 
can  juftly  give  either  temporal  or  fpiritual  jurifdiAioii 
within  this  province,  except  the  Great  and  General  Court* 
We  think  therefore  that  every  defign  for  eftablifliing  the 
jurifdiSion  of  a  Bifhop  in  this  province,  is  a  delign  both 
againft  our  civil  and  religious  rights :  and  we  are  well 
informed,  that  the  more  candid  and  judicious  of  our  bre- 
thren  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  this  and  the  other 
colonies,  both  clergy  and  laiety,  conceive  of  the  eftablifli- 
ing an  American  epifeopate  as  being  both  unneceflary  and 
unreafonable. 

lathly.  Another  grievance  under  which  we  labour  is« 
the  freqnent  alteration  of  the  bounds  of 'the  colonies  by 
decifions  befqre  the  King  and  Council^  explanatory  of  formor 
grants  and  charters.  This  not  only.fubjeds  men  to  li^ 
under  a  conftitution  to  which  they  have  not  confentedj 
which  in  itfelf  is  a  gre^t  grievance ;  but  moreover,  und^r 
colour  that  the  rigbi  of  foil  is  affected  by  fnoh  declarations^ 
fome  Govemours, .  or  Minifters,  or  both  in  conjundioBt 
have  pretended  to^  grant,  in  confequence  of  a  Mandamus^ 
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many  tlioufaadd  of  acres  of  vacant  and  appropriated  latidd 
near  a  century  paft^  and  rendered  vahiabie  by  the  labours 
of  the  prefent  cultivaton  and  their  ancellors.  There  are 
▼ery  notable  inftaoieet  of  fdtlert^  who,  having,  firft,  porchaf* 
•d  tbe  foil  of  the  natives^  have,  at  oonSderable  expence^ 
obtained  confirmations  of  title  from  this  province;  and,  on 
being  transferred  to  the  jurifiii&ionof  the  province  of  Netv^ 
Hamp/bire^  have  been  put  to  the  trouble  and  coft  of  a  new 
grant,  or  eonfimiation,  firom  thence ;  and,  after  all  this,  there 
has  been  a  thini  declaration  of  die  royal  will,  that  they 
Ibould  thenceforth  be  confidered  at  pertaining  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Nsw-Yorim  The  troubles,  expenees,  and  dangers, 
which  hundreds  have  been  putrto  on  fuch  occafions,  can- 
not here  be  recited;  but  fo  much  may  be  faid,  that  they 
have  been  moft  cruelly  haraffed,  and  even  threatened  with 
a  military  force,  to  dragoon  them  into  a  compliance  with  the 
moft  nnreafonable  demands* 


A  Lbttxr  of  Correfp6ndence  to  the  other  Towns. 

/Boston,  November  fio,  1772. 

Gentlemen, 

Wb,  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  Softm^  in 
towii*meeting  duly  aflembled,  according  to  law,  appre- 
heuding  there  is  abundant  reaioA  to  be  alarmed  that  the 
plan  of  D^oH/in,  which  the  enemies  of  our  invaluable 
•fi^ta  bav«  <moerted,  is  rapidly  haftening  to  a  completion, 
can  no  longer  conceal  our  impatience  under  a  conilant,  un« 
feinitted,  uniform,  aim  to  inflave  us^  or  confide  in  an  ad- 
imfttstration  which  threatens  us  widi  certaiR  and  ineivitable 
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^icftrti^oh.  dii^  When  in  addition  lo  itie  ifepftated  ioroadi 
lnid«  upon  the  rights  attd  liberties  of  thi^  coionifts^  and  of^ 
thofe  in  this  piovinec  in  panicuUi^  we  refleft  on  the  lat« 
^traordinary  HacaTure  in  affixing  fiipends,  or  falaries  from 
the  crown  to  the  offices  of  the  Judges  of  the  fuperior  G>ort 
of  Judicature^  making  them  not  only  intirely  independent  of 
the  people^  whofe  lives  and  fortunes  are  fo.much  in  their 
power^  but  abfolutely  dependant  on  the  crown,  (which  may 
hereafter  be  worn  by  a  tyrant)  both  for  their  appointment^ 
and  fuppoft,  we  cannot  but  be  extremely  alarmed  at  the 
mifchievotts  tendency  of  this  innovation;  which^  in  our 
Cfnniont  is  direAly  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Britilh  Con^ 
ftittttion,  pregnant  with  innumerable  cvils^  and  hath  a  di* 
reft  tandency  to  deprive  us  of  every  thing  valuable  as  mett^ 
as  ehriftians^  and  ba  fnbjeftsi  entitled,  by  the  royal  charter^ 
fo  all  the  rights,  Itberttes  and  privileges  of  native  Britons^ 
finch  b«ng  the  critical  data  of  this  province,  we  think  it 
our  dutf  on  this  truly  diftrefing  occafion,  to  aik  you,  what 
can  withfland  the  atucks  of  mere  power  ?  what  canprdervo 
the  liberties  of  the  fubjed,  when  the  barriers  of  the  Gonfii«» 
tntbn  are  taketi«away  ?  The  town  of  Bo/ion^  confniting  on 
the  matter  abovo4ncntioned,  thought  proper  to  makeappli-* 
cation  to  the  Govemour  by  a  committee ;  requefting  his  ex« 
oellency  to  communicate  foch  intdHgeneeaa  he  might  have 
received,  relative  to  the  report  of  the  Judges  having  thdr 
fupport  independent  of  the  grants  of  this  province,  a  copy 
of  which  yon  have  herewith  in  paper  No.  i«  *  To  which 
we  received  as  anfsver  the  paper  No*  ^.  f  The  town,  on 
£irlher  deliberation,  thought  it  advi&able  lo  refer  the  maft^ 
ter  to  the  Great  add  General  Affembly ;  and  accordingly  in  a 
Jecond  addrefs,  as  No.  3.  f  ^bcy  fcquefled  his  bceJlemy 

•  See  Appeadixy  No.  1.  f  See  Appendix,  No..  53. 
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that  the  general  court  might  convene  ^t  the  time  to  tvhith 
they  then  flood  prorogued  ;  to  which  the  town  rcceivedthe 
reply  as  in  No.  4.  §  in  which  we  are  acquainted  with  bis  in- 
tentions further  to  prorogue  the  General  Aflembly,  whichhas 
/ince  taken  place.  Thus,  gcnllcmen,  it  is  evident  his  Excel- 
lency declines  giving  the  leaft  fatisfaftion  as  to  the  matter 
itk  requcft.  The  affair  being  of  public  concernment,  the 
town  of  jBo/?o»  thought  it  neceflary  to  confiilt  with  their 
Lrcthrcn  throughout  the  province ;  and  for  this  purpofe  ap<- 
pointed  a  committee,  to  communicate  with  our  fe!low*fnf- 
fcrcrs,  refpe<Sl»ng  this  recent  infiance  of  oppreffion,  as  well 
as  the  many  other  violations  of  our  rights  under  which  we 
have  groaned  for-  feveral  years  pad — This  committee  have 
briefly  recapitulated  the  fenfe  we  have  of  our  invaluable 
rights  as  men,  as  chriMjans,  and  as  fubje£):s  ;  and  wherein 
we  conceive  thofe  rights  to  have  been  violated,  which  we 
arc  dcfirous  may  be  laid  before  your  town,  that  the  fubjeft 
may  be  weighed  as  its  importance  requires,  and  the  col« 
le<^ed  wifuom  of  the  whole  people,  as  far  as  pofiible,  be 
obtained,  on  a  deliberation  of  fuch  great  and  lafting  mo^- 
ment  as  to  involve  in  it  the  fate  of  all  ourpofterity.-^Great 
pains  has  been  taken  to  pcrfuade  the  Britifh  Adminiftration 
to  think,  that  the  good  people  of  this  province  in  general 
arc  quiet  and  undiAurbed  at  the  late  meafures ;  and  that 
any  uneafinefs  that  appears,  arifes  only  from  a  few  fa£iious, 
defigning,  and  difaffc<^ed,  men.  This  renders  it  the  more 
neceflary,  that  the  fenfe  of  the  people  (hould  be  explicitly 
declartd.-r-A  fre^  communication  of  your  fentiments  to 
this  town,  of  our  common  danger,  is  eameftly  foUicited. 
and  will  be  gratefully  received.  If  you  concur  with  us  iii 
qpinion,  that  our  rights  are  properly  ftated,  and  that  the 
feveral  adlsof  Parliament,  and  Meafures  of  Adminiftration, 

X  See  Appendix,  No.  4. 
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pointed  out  by  us,  ate  fobvcrfive  of  ihefe  rights,  you  will 
doubtlefs  think  it  of  the  utnaoft  importance  that  we  (land 
firm  as  one  man,  to  recover  and  fupport  them;  and  to  take 
fuch  meafures,  by  direAing  our  reprefentatives^  or  otherwife^ 
a«  your  wifdom  and  fortitude  fhall  diAate,  to  refcue  from 
hnpending  ruin  our  happy  and  glorious  Conftitution.  But 
ifitfliooldbe  the  general  voice  of  this  province  that  the 
rights,  as  we  have  ftatcd  them,  do  not' belong  to  us;>  or, 
that  the  feveral  meafures  of  admtniftration  in  the  Britifh 
Court,  are  no  violations  of  thefe  rights  :  or,  that,  if  they  are 
thus  violated  or  infringed,  they  are  not  worth  contending-^ 

for,  or  rcfolutcly  maintaining; *— *— fliould  this  be  the 

general  mce  of  the  province,  we  muft  be  refigned  to  our 
wretched  fate ;  but  ihall  for  ever  lament  the  extinction  of 
that  generous  ardour  for  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which,  in 
the  face  of  every  danger,  and  even  death  itfelf,  induced  oiir 
&thers  to  foriake  the  bofom  of  their  Native  Country,  and 
b^in  a  fettlement  on  bare  creation. — But  we  truft  this 
cannot  be  the  cafe  ;  We  are  fure  your  wifdom,  your  regard 
to  yourfelves  and  the  rifing  generation,  cannot  fuffer  you 
to  doze,  or  fit  fupinely  indifferent,  on  the  brink  of  deflruc* 
tion,  while  the  iron  hand  of  opprefiion  is  daily  tearing  the 
choice/l  fruit  from  the  fair  tree  of  liberty,  planted  by  our 
worthy  predeceflbrs,  at  the  expcnce  of  their  treafure,  and 
abundantly  watered  with  their  blood. — ^It  is  an  obfervatinn 
of  an  eminent  patriot,  that  a  people  long  inured  to  hard- 
(hips,  lofe  by  degrees  the  very  notions  of  liberty;  they  look 
upon  themfelves,  as  creatures  at  mercy j  and  that  all  impo- 
filtons,  laid-on  by  fuperior  hands,  are  legal  and  obliga- 
tory.— But,  thank  Heaven,  this  is  not  yet  verified  in  Ame- 
rsca  f  We  have  yet  fome  (hare  of  public  virtue  remaining : 
We  are  not  itfraid  of  poverty,  but  difdain  flavery.—- The  fate 
of  nations  is  fo  precarious,  and  revolutions  in  flates  fo  of- 
ten take  place  at  an  unexpe6led  moment,  when  the  hand 
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cF  power^  by  friud  or  daitery,  bfts  feevred  ercry  avctitie  of 
retreat^  and  the  inimls  of  the  fubjeA  debafed  to  its  purpofe^ 
that  it  becomes  every  welUwiiher  to  his  counlry,  while  it 
has  any  remains  of  freedom,  to  keep  an  eagle-eye  upon  eVe* 
ly  innovation  and  firetch  of  power,  in  tbofe  that  have  th^ 
rule  over  us.  A  recent  inftance  of  this  we  have  in  the  late 
revolutions  in  Swedm ;  by  which  the  princse,  once  fubjed 
to  the  laws  of  the  ilate>  has  been  able  of  a  fudden,  to  de- 
clare himfelf  an  abfolute  monarch.  The  Swedes  were  once 
a  free,  martial  and  valiant  people:  Their  minds  are noW 
fb  debafed,  that  they  even  rejoice  at  being  fubjeft  to  the 
caprice  and  arbitrary  power  of  a  tyrant5  and  kifs  their 
chains.  It  makes  us  fliudder  to  think,  the  late  meafures  of 
admioiftration  may  be  produAive  of  the  like  ^taftiophe  > 
which  Heaven  forbid!— —"^Let  us  confider.  Brethren,  we 
are  ftrug^ling  for  our  beft  birth^righta  and  inheritance; 
which,  being  infringed,  render  all  our  bleffings  precarious 
in  their  enjoyment,  and  confequently  trifling  in  their  va« 
hiefc  Let  us  dtfappoint  the  men,  who  are  raifing  themfeivea 
on  the  ruin  of  this  country.  Let  us  covince  every  invader 
of  our  freedom,  that  we  will  be  as  free  as  the  conftitutioa 
our  fathers  recognized,  will  jufiify« 

The  foregoing  Report  was  twice  read  distinctly,  and  amended  iff 
the  meeting.  And  then  the  question  was  put.  Whether  the  tame 
htitcceptedi    And  passed  in  the  affirmative^  JVfw.  Con, 

Attest 

WILUAM  COOPER,  Tawf^Cieri, 

Upon  a  motion  made,  Fotidfthat  the  foregoing  proceed* 
ings  be  attefted  by  the  Towa«Clerk,  and  printed  in  • 
pamphlet ;  and  that  the  committee  be  defired  to  difpofii  of 
Si^  Hundred  Copies  thereof  to  theSck^Hoeaof  the  towns 

in 
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in  the  province^  and  fuch  other  gentlemen  as  they   (halt^ 
think  fit. 

Voi^f  that  the  Town-Clerk  be  direded  to  fign  the  forego- 
ing Letter^  and  forward  as  many  of  the  fame  to  the  Sele£t- 
men  of  each'  town  in  this  province^  as  the  committee  ihall 
judge  proper^  and  dire£t. 

A  true  Cpfyy 
Attejt. 

William  Coopsr^  Town-Cleri. 
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.{No.  I.) 
TheMfisSAGEof  the  Town  of  Boston  to  the  GoVERNotrii. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
1  HE  freeholders  and  other  inhabitanta  of  the  town  of 
Bofton,  legally  aflfenibled  in  FaneuiUHall,  beg  leave  to  ac- 
quaint your  Elxcellency,  that  a  report  has  prevailed,  which 
they  have  reafon  to  apprehend  is  well-grounded,  that  fti- 
pends  are  affixed  to  the  offices  of  the  Judged  of  the  fuperior 
Court  of  Judicature,  &tc.  of  this  province,  whereby  they  are 
become  independent  of  the  grants  of  the  General  Affembly 
for  their  fupport ;  contrary  to  ancient  and  invariable  ufage. 
This  report  has  fpread  an  alarm  among  all  confiderate  per* 
fons  who  have  heard  of  it  in  town  and  country ;  being 
viewed,  as  tending  rapidly  to  complete  the  fyftem  of  their 
(lavery;  which  originated  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
Great-Britain,  afluming  a  power  and  authority,  to  give  and 
grant  the  monies  of  the  colonifts  without  their  confenl,  and 
againft  their  repeated  rcmonftrances.  And,  as  the  judges 
hold  their  places  during  pleafure,  this  eftablifliment  appears 
big  with  fatal  evils,  fo  obvious  that  it  is  needlefs  to  trefpafs 
on  your  Excellency's  time  in  mentioning  them. 

It  is  th'irefore  the  humble  and  eameft  requeft  of  the  town, 
that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleafed  to  inform  them. 
Whether  you  have  received  any  fuch  advice,  relating  to  a 
matter  fo  deeply  interefting  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince, which  gives  you  afl'urance  that  fuch  an  eilablish- 
meut  has  been,  or  is  likely,  to  be  made. 

(No.  II.) 
TheGovERNouR's  Answer  to  the  foregoing Mbss age. 

Gentlemen, 
It  is  by  no  means  proper  for  me  to  lay  before  the  inhabit- 
ants of  any  town  whalfoever,  in  confcqucnce  of  their  votes 
•    ^  and 
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auid  proceedings  in  a  Town-Meeling,  aoy  part  of  my  cor- 
refpondence  as  Governour  of  the  Province,  or  to  acquaint 
them  whether  I  have,  or  have  not,  received  any  advices  re- 
lating to  the  public  affairs  of  the  Government.  This  rea- 
fon  alone,  if  your  addrefs  to  me  had  been  in  other  refpects 
unexceptionable,  would  have  been  fufficient  to  reftrain  me 
from  complying  with  your  defire. 

I  (hall  always  be  ready  to  gratify  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  upon  every  regular  application  to  me  on 
bufinefs  of  public  concernment  to  the  town,  as  far  as  I  (hall 
have  it  in  my  power  confident  with  fidelity  to  the  truft 
which  his  Majefty  has  repofed  in  me. 

.  T.  HUTCHINSON. 

Province-Houfe,  30  Oct.  1773. 
To  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 

of  Bofton  in  Town«*Meeting 

aflembled  at  Faneuil-Hall.    , 

(No.  in.) 

The  Petition  of  the  Town  to  ihe  Governouk. 
The  Petition  of  the  Freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Bofton,  legally  aflembled  by  adjournment  in 
Faneuil-Hall,  on  Friday  OAober  30,  I773, 
Humbly  sheweth. 
That  your  petitioners  are  ^i// greatly  alarmed  at  the  re-» 
port  which  has  been  prevalent  of  late,  viz.  That  ftipends 
are  affixed  to  the  offices  of  the  Judges  of  the  fuperior  Court 
of  Judicature  of  this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Crown,  for 
their  fupport. 

Such  an  eftablifliment  is  contrary,  not  only  to  the  plain 
and  obvious  fenfe  of  the  charter  of  this  province,  but  alfo 
to  fome  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  common  law ; 
to  the  benefit  of  which,  all  Britifli  fubjefts,  wherever  dif* 
perfed  throughout  the  BritiQi  Empire  are  indubitably  inti- 
lied. 

Such 
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Snch  a  j^aloufy  have  the  fubjefts  of  England  for  th^r 
rightSi  liberties  and  privileges,  and  fo  tendef  a  regard  has 
been  (hown  to  them  by  his  Majefiy,  chat  notwitbftanding 
the  prorifion  made  at  the  revolution^  that  the  judges  of  the 
King's  fuperior  courts  of  law  there,  (liould  hold  their  com- 
tnifGons,  not  at  pleafure,  but  during  good  behaviour,  and 
(ince  that  time  for  their  fupport,  his  Majefty  among  other 
the  firft  afts  of  his  reign,  was  gracioully  pleafed  to  recom- 
mend it  to  Parliament,  and  an  aA  pafled,  that  their  com- 
miffions  (hould  not  ceafe  at  the  demife  of  the  King ;  where- 
by every  thing  poffible  in  human  wifdom  feems  to  have 
been  done,  to  eftablifli  an  impartiality  in  their  decifion^, 
not  only  between  fubjeft  and  fubjeft,  but  b  A  ween  the 
crown  and  the  fubjeft.— — Of  how  much  greater  import- 
ance muft  it  be  to  preferve  from  the  leaft  fuppofeable  biaSF^ 
the  Judges  of  a  Court  inverted  by  the  laws  of  this  province, 
(which  have  been  approved-of  by  Majefty,)  with  powers  as 
full  and  ample  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as 
the  courts  of  King's  Bench,  Common  Pleas  and  Exchequer, 
within  his  Majefiy's  kingdom  of  England,  have,  or  ought  to 
have  ? 

Your  Excellency  will  allow  your  petitioners,  with  due 
fubmifTion,  to  repeat,  that  this  Eftablifhment  appears  to  them 
pregnant  with  fuch  fatal  evils,  as  that  the  mod  difiant 
thought  of  its  taking  effeS,  fills  their  minds  with  Dread  and 
Horror. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  fentiments  and  apprehenfiouS  of  this 
metropolis:  exprefled,  however,  with  due  deference  to  the 
fentiments  of  the  province,  with  which  your  Petitioners  are 
anxioufly  felicitous  of  being  made  acquainted. 

It  is  therefore  their  earned  and  humble  requeft,  that  your 
Excellency  would  be  pleafed  to  allow  the  General  AfTembly 
to  meet  at  the  time  to  which  it  now  fiands  prorogued }  in 
order  tliat  in  that  Conftitutional  body^  with  whom  it  is  to 
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inqoke  into  Grieranoes  and  redrels  thctni  the  joint  wifdoQi 
of  the  province  may  be  employed^  in  deliberating  and  de- 
icnntning  on  a  matter  to  important  and  alarming. 


(So.  TV.) 
The  Goyb&noub's  Answer  to  the  foregoiagp£TiTiox. 

GBNTtKMSN^ 

Tqb  royal  charter  refeiVes  to  the  Govemour  full  power 
and  adthority,  from  time  to  time^  as  he  (hall  judge  necef- 
fary,to  adjourn^  prorogue^  and  diflblve  the  General  Ai$bm- 

hly. 

In  the  exereife  of  this  power,  both  as  to  time  and  place^ 
I  have  always  been  governed  by  a  regard  to  his  Majefty'f 
fervice  and  to  the  intereft  of  the  province. 

It  did  not  appear  to  me  neceflary  for  thofe  purpofes  that 
the  Aflembly  (hould  meet  at  the  time  to  which  it  now  ftands 
prorogued ;  and,  before  I  was  informed  of  your  addrefs,  T 
had  determined  to  prorogue  it  for  a  further  time. 

Tbe  reafons  which  you  have  advanced  have  not  altered 
my  opinion. 

If,  fotwithftanding,  in  compliance  with  your  petition^  I 
ihoald  alter  my  determination  and  meet  the  Aflembly,  con- 
trary to  my  own  judgement,  at  fuch  time  as  you  judge  ne« 
ceflary,  I  fliould,  in  eSe£t,  yield  to  you  the  exereife  of  that 
part  of  the  prerogative,  and  (hould  be  unable  to  juftify  my 
conduft  to  the  King. 

There  would,  moreover,  be  danger  of  encouraging  the 
inhabitants  of  the  other  towns  in  the  province  to  aifemble, 
fmm  time  to  time,  in  order  to  confider  of  the  neceflity  or 
expediency  of  a  reffion  of  tbe  General  Aflembly,  or  lo  de* 
bate  and  tranfaA  other  matters  which  the  law  thait  autho. 

rizes 
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rt2«s  towns  to  aflembk  does  not  make  tlio  buGncrs  of  a  towfi- 

meeting.  *     * 

T.  JiUTCHINSQN. .. 

Province-Houfe,  Nov.  2.  3772. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 

of  Bofton  in  Town- Meeting 

afTembled  at  Faneuil-Hall. 

Tills  repl)r  having  been  read  fcveral  times  and  duly  confi- 
dered  ;  it  was  moved,  and  the  queftioa  accordingly  put — 
Whether  the  fame  be  faiisfadlory  to  the  town,  which  paf- 
fed  in  the  Negative,  Nem,  Con, 

And  thereupon  RESOLVED,  as  the  opinion  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  town,  that  they  have,  ever  bad,  and  ought 
to  have,  a  right  to  petition  the  King  or  his  rcprefentaiivc 
for  tlie  redrefs  of  fuch  grievances  as  they  feel,  or  for  prevent- 
ing of  fuch  as  they  have  reafon  to  apprehend  ;  and  to  com- 
liiunicate  their  fentiments  to  other  Towns. 

Atte/f, 

William  Cooper,  Town-C/erk* 


•  T  have  here  reprinted  thi*  Account  of  thcP<ocecdlngsofthe  Town* 
Meeting  of  Boston,  because  it  appears  to  mc  to  contain  the  fullest 
and  most  able  statement  ofilie  grjevances  and  the  claims  of  the  B;  i- 
l<sb  Colonies  in  North- America,  before  the  unhappy  war  whfth  end- 
ed iu  the  sejiaration  of  them  from  ilic  Mother-Couiitrv,  that  I  have 
ever  seen.  As  to  the  arguments  that  weie  used  for  and  against  thoj^c 
claims  in  the  years  immeciiately  preceeding  that  war,  by  the  writ crj 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  the  reader  may  see  tlicm  fully  and  fairly 
stated  and  examined  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Canadian  Freeholder. 
And  a  ti  ue  history  of  tlie  passing  of  the  stamp-art  in  March,  \76% 
dujing  the  ministry  of  Mr.  George  Gienville,  and  of  ;hc  repeal  of  it 
in  the  following  spring  of  17C6,  in  the  ministry  of  the  Marc^uis  of 
Rockingham, Mr.  Uowf^eswell,  and  General  Conway,  with  a  full  and 
clear  exhibition  of  the  strong  reasons  of  prudence  and  equity  upon 
which  that  repeal  was  grounded,  may  be  seen  in  the  printed  copy  of 
an  excellent  speech  of  tlie  late  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  delivered  iu'lh^ 
House  of  Commons  on  the  IQtli  of  April,  1774,  which  has  been  lately 
republished  wiib  his  otlier  work*.  It  is  a  master-piece  of  troth  and 
eloquence.  1«\  M* 
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AN  ACCOUNT 

OF  THB 

NOBLESSE,  OR  GENTRY,  IN  CANADA, 

IK   THE    TEAR    1775. 


THERE  are  only  twenty- two  name«  of  nolle  families  in 
all  Canada;  therefore,  it  we  allow  five  perfons  lo  a  name, 
there  are  about  one  hundred  noble  perfons  in  Canada,  men, 
women,  and  children. 

This  Nobleffe  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  landed  property 
of  the  country  in  confequence  of  their  nobility.  Some  of 
them,  indeed,  have  feigniories  5  but  others  of  them  are  ex- 
ceeding poor,  not  having  icoA  fierling,  fome  not  30/.  a^ 
year,  to  maintain  themfelves  and  their  families,  either  in 
\and  or  other  property. 

Thofe  of  them  who  are  tolerably  rich,  live  in  the  towns  of 
Quebeck  ajid  Montreal  all  the  year,  except,  perhaps,  a 
month,  or  Icfs,  when  they  vifit  their  feigniories  to  collcfit 
their  rents  and  dues.  They  were  ufed  to  pay  court  to  the 
Govemour  and  Intendant,  and  other  officers  of  the  Crown, 
in  the  time  of  the  French  Government,  and  never  to  try  to 
make  an  intereft  with  the  people.  And,  accordingly,  they 
have  very  little  intereft  with  the  people,  by  whom  they  are 
rather  bated,  (and  formerly  were  feared  J  than  loved  or  re- 
fpeSed. 

The  nobles  hitherto  fpoken-of  are  the  hereditary  nobility* 
There  were  in  old  France,  in  the  year  1740,  no  lefs  than  fifty 
thoufand  of  thofe  noble  families,  according  to  the  account 
given  of  them  by  that  mod  faithful  of  all  French  writers  of 
biilory,  Hi^Alhi  de  Saint  Pierre^  \JX  hiuPolitical Annals.  It  is 
eafy  to  fee  that  many  of  thefe  noble  perfons  mutt  be  totally 
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withoul  property.  This  nobility  defcends  to  all  the  tntle 
pofterity  of  the  perfons  entiobled)  from  generation  to  genera-* 
tion^  adirifinitum,  to  younger  fons  of  younger  fons  of  younger 
fons.  This  caufes  the  number  of  thefe  noble  perfona  to  be 
fo  enormoufly  great. 

Perfons  becomie  noble  in  this  complete^  or  hereditary^ 
manner^  either  by  letters  patent  of  the  King  of  France 
creating  them  fo,  though  without  a  title,  (for  a  title  is  not 
neceflary  to  make  a  man  noble,)  or  by  exercifing  certain 
honourable  oifices  in  the  ftate.  For  example^  the  family  of 
every  member  of  a  parliamtrnt  in  France,  or  of  any  other 
sovereign  court  of  jufticc,  (that  is,  court  of  juftice  to  whic^ 
appeals  lie  from  inferiour  courts,  and  from  which  no  appeals 
fie  to  any  higher  court,  except  to  the  fCing  himfelf  in  hit 
council  of  ftate,}  who  dies  in  his  office,  or  who  holds  it 
for  twenty  years»  and  then  refigns  it,  is  thereby  ennobled. 
So  is  the  family  of  every  General  Officer  of  the  flriny  who 
dies  in  his  employment,  or  holds  it  for  a  certain  number 
of  years.  So  is  the  family  of  a  Captam  in  the  army  who  has 
lerved  ten  years  in  it,  and  whofe  father  and  grand-father  have 
^fo  ferved,  each  of  them,  ten  years  in  it  in  the  fame  rank. 

Befides  this  hereditary  nobility,  there  are  many  nobles 
for  life  A  Captain  in  the  army  who  has  ferved  in  that 
commiffion,  (or,  I  befieve,  in  that  commiffion  together  with 
the  inferiour  commiffions  of  Enfign  and  Lieutenant,)  for 
the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  is  thereby  ennobled  for  his  Iife^ 
.  though  his  father  was  not  an  officer,  nor  noble  in  any 
degree. 

Of  this  latter  fort  of  nobles  there  are  feveral  in  Canada. 
General  Carleton,  in  a  letter  to  Ix)rd  Shelburne  in  the  year 
^767,  reckons-up  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  perfons, 
who  had  commands  either  in  the  French  army  or  the  militia 
oS  Canada,  or  civil  employments,  or  grants  from  the  French 
king  of  exdttfive  righu  to  trade  witb  the  Indians  m  partictiTar 
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trafisg-pesm  or  fome  other  advutagcn  under  iheFreMh 
gevcmmenl^  wbtch  they  bad  loft  by  the  change  of  gov^ro- 
tnent.  Bm  tbia  loft  «lid  not  foUow  from  their  being  {lo.maj>- 
catboltcka;  for^if  th^  had  been  proteflaaUy  they  muft  have 
)oft  tbefe  advaaftageaequally*  a^  ivQft  of  ihe  places  tbcy  Md 
have  no  exigence  under  the  £ngU(h  gov^rounen^  anJ  U¥?  fe^ 
ylaceSy  or  uffioes^  tbat  continue  under  the  new  govemmirnr^ 
are  fueb  aa  tkey  are  not  prrfonaUy  qualified  to  difchdrge, 
though  tl»y  ikould  be  profeeftan  U,  fiicb  as  the  officeii  of 
judges^  colleftor  and  comptroller  of  the  eirftoms,  receiver- 
general  of  the  Kvienue^  &c. 

Thelb  people^  theiefore,  cannot  be  gratified  by  only  tak^ 
iog-away  tbe  difabilities  arifitig  from  their  being  BoiMOr 
catbolicka*  nor  wtthout  cieaiiog  new  placed,  or  emploj^ 
nents^  civil  and  military^  to  befiow  wpoo  tfaein ;  which 
would  be  not  only  mreafoaaUy  expenfi.ve  to  Great -Britaii^ 
but  alfo  dangeioM^  and  all  their  complaints  agaiuft  the 
Eogtifli  laiva,  cm  accoaat  of  the  difabilities  tbey  impofe  om 
Bomaa-catholicks^  are  at  the  bottom  only  begging  lettera. 
Among  thefe  one  husodced  and  twenty  difeeotented  pei fons^ 
there  am  Tome  who  ace  of  noble  fdmiliea*  fo  a$  to  tran^t  tbe 
iiobiHtytatheir  chiUoeo;  but  the  gveater  partof  tbemare  only 
noble  for  life  by  their  employmeots^  and  Ibfve  of  th^^i  not 
Dobie  at  ally  ehber  bocainfe  tbey  have  not  held  their  efn|d0y«> 
nenta  long  ene^igb  to  make  them  io,  .or  becaufe  4h^ir  epfir 
jdoyiaeuta  were  not  of  fu<di  AJDature  aa  to  eoBifer  nobility, 
of  any  kind^  on  the  perfena  who  beld  them*  Yei  theft 
one  hiMidced  and  tMoenty  perCons  are  tbe  prijpeipal  perfcina 
who  have  emipiained  of  the  Engliftt  Iaw»,  and  been  tb9 
caufe  of  the  iaie  aft  of  parliament*.    Tbe  reii  of  thp  Qn# 


^  Tkii  act  was  pauMt  on  tl>e  lOth  of  Juae,  1774»  and  is  entitled 
<•  An  dxi  far  m^^ing  mofe  ifist!tmt  Frwuj^/t'"  <A«  Q$90mmc9$  qf 
ikt  Province  o/Sucdec  in  HxrtkAmerica*' 
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hundred  and  twenty  thoufand,  or^  according  to  General 
Carleton^s  cftimation  of  them,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thour 
fand,  inhabitants  of  Canada,  were  very  well  pleafed  with  the 
change  of  government,  and  have  often  acknowledged  that 
they  were  happier  under  the  Elnglifli  government  than  they 
had  ever  been  before. 

In  France  it  ib  a  privilege  of  the  nobility  to  be  exempted 
from  paying  a  certain  land-tax^  which  is  called  the  taiUs 
fersonnelle :  but  there  was  no  fuch  tax  in  Canada  under  the 
French  government. 

It  is  another  privilege  of  the  nobles,  that  they  alone  can 
enjoy  the  rights  of  Judicature,  {les  droits  de  haute ,  moyenne^ 
tt  bajft  jtifiicej  which  may  have  been  annexed,  by  the 
French  king's  grants,  to  any  feigniories,  or  large  traAs  of 
land,  held  of  t^e  crown  by  the  tenure  of  doing  fealty  and 
homage,  {foi  et  iommage,)  of  which  they  may  happen  ta 
be  poflefled.  If  a  man  that  was  not  noble  purchafed  one  of 
thefe  feigniorieS)  he  might  enjoy  all  the  pecuniary  rights  be* 
longing  to  it,  fuch  as  the  milUtolls  due  from  the  freehold  tci- 
nants,  and  the  fines  for  alienation ;  but  he  could  not,  without 
the  French  king's  licence,  exercife  the  rights  of  judicature 
belonging  to  it.  However,  this  was  a  matter  of  fmall  confe* 
quence  with  refpeft  to  Canada,  becaufe,  in  that  country, 
fcarce  any  of  the  owners  of  feigniories  exercifed  thefe  rights 
of  judicature  in  the  time  of  the  French  government,  though 
they  were  ufually  mentioned  in  the  grants  of  their  feigniories* 
But  the  expenfe  attending  the  exercifeof  thefe  rights  of  judica- 
ture, (fuch  as  keeping  a  prifon,  with  a  fleward,  or  judge  of  the 
court,  a  feigniorial,  or  fifcal,  attorney,  and  a  regifier  of  the 
court,)  was  too  great  for  them.  And  further,  their  right  of 
holding  thefe  courts  was  fo  checked  and  controuled  by  the 
king  of  France's  cdids,  and  the  provincial  regulations  upon 
that  fubjeft,  that  it  woqld  have  been  but  a  fort  of  ornamen-r 
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tal  ngbt^  or  feattier  in  the  tap^  of  thofe  who  ihoutd  havvi 
held  thetn,  rather  than  a  real  and  fubftantial  degree  of  power 
in  thenl.  I  believe  there  was  not  one  fingle  lay  feigniot 
in  all  Canada  before  the  late  conqueft,  that  exercifed  thefe 
tights  of  judicature ;  but  <*ertainly,  if  there  were  any,  they 
were  exceeding  few :  and  none  of  them  have  been  exercifed 
fince  the  conquefti 

The  French  ownei^s  of  feigniories  fometiikncs  talk  of  the 
hardfhip  of  not  being  permitted  to  exercife  their  feigniorial 
jurifdi£tions  under  the  Englifli  government.  There  may^ 
perhaps,  be  fome  little  injuftiee  iti  it,  becaufe  it  is  a  fort  of 
appendage  to  their  landed  property,  which  has  been  granted 
to  them  without  referve  by  the  capitulation  and  the  treaty  of  ' 
peace  i  yet  this  is  doubtful.  But  it  is  certain  there  is  no 
hardfbip  in  it  at  dl ;  for»  if  th'^y  could  exercife  them,  they 
Ivould  not  do  fo,  for  the  reafons  above-mentioned.  Their 
view  in  making  thefe  complaints  is  to  induce  the  Govern- 
knent  to  buy  thefe  jurifdidions  up,  as  they  have  heard  th6 
parliament  did  in  the  y^ar  \^At^y  with  refped  to  the  Scotch 
heritable  jurifdiAions.  But  thefe  complaints  cotne  with 
an  ill  grace  from  fuch  of  the  French  feigniots  as  are  not 
noble,  (which  is  the  cafe  with  many  of  them,)  fince  they 
had  no  right  to  exercife  thefe  jurifdiiftions  under  the  French 
government. 

Many  of  the  nobles  have  no  feigniories  at  all,  nor  any 
other  landed  property.  There  are  fcarce  any  people  in  Ca- 
nada that  have  patrimonial  fortunes  to  any  confiderable 
amoimt.  Thefcw  rich  men  amongft  theFrench  there  have  ac- 
quired their  own  fortunes  in  the  fervice  of  the  king  of  France, 
that  id,moft  probably,  by  cheating  the  king  andopprefling  the 
people:  for  the  pay  of  the  French  military  officers  is  but 
about  a  tfa^ird  part  of  the  pay  of  our  officers,  and  the  pay  of 
iheiT  judges  and  other  civil  officers  is  low  in  proportion;  f<i 
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that  It  M  hardly  poSbIc  fot  them  te  live  njion  their  lawfuf 
falaricd>  much  ids  to  fave  tonuaes  out  of  them  :  and  there- 
fore, whenever  peribns  in  tbofe  fhuati9os|;row  <ri€b,  one  may 
pretty  •Tafely  conclude  ihat  they  have  been  great  rogues,  and 
have  eilher  cheated  the  kiug,  or  opprel&d  ihe  people,  to  a 
great  degree. 

Many  of  the  nobles  of  Canada  reth-ed  to  Old  France  after 
the  |>eace ;  almoft  all  ihat  could  affcird  it  conveniently  :  and 
k  would  have  been  happy  for  the  province  if  the  reft  had 
followed  them.  This  is  not  only  the  opinion  of  many 
Engliflimen,  who  are  acquainted  with  ihe  province  of  Que* 
Wck,  but  alfo  that  of  the  Abbe  Raynal,  in  his  account  of 
ihc  European  (eitlcments  in  the  Baft  and  Weft  Indies.  Hi» 
words  are  t'befe,.  in  fpeaking  of  the  lucceb  of  the  Britifh  arm&- 
in  the  late  war*  **  L'acg^ifiLkn  £un  terr'UBire  tinmenft 
"  w'^  pas  tQut€ifois  le  plus  grand  fruit  que  la  Grmnds' 
"  Brstagne  doit  retire  d-e  la  ftofptriUde  f£%  armes.  La  po*' 
*'  pulation  CQTffidirable  qu\lUy  <a  trowuie  ^}  uu  avautage 
*^  Hen  plus  impoftaAtn  A  la  virUi  quelques  uns  de  ces^ 
*^  nombrsux  habitants  oni  fui  utte  dominaiien  nauvtlle  qui 
**  u!adnuttQii  entre  les  homntes  d'astire  di^crence  que  tells 
^  des  quulit4s  perfimnellss^  de  Peducaiicn,  de  Vaisance,  de 
^'  la  faoilti  d'Hre  utde  ^  ia  /hciete.  Mais  Vdmigraiion 
*^  deces  etres  miprifahies  dont  P importance  n'avoit  pour  base 
*^  que  les  mutuma  bur  bar es^  at-^le  dd  (tre  regsrd^  comme 
^'  une  calamity?  La  colonie  n^auroil-elle  pas  leaucaup 
*'  g^^it  etre  dibarrajfu  de  touts  ces  nobles  oij^s  qui  la- 
\*  •^dfongeoient'depuisjiloug  temps^  de  us  nobles  ^rgueilleux 
^*  quiy  eTUrsimuient  le  m^pris  de  touts  les  iruvaux  f " 

There  are  iu  Canada  a  few  knights  of  the  order  of  St. 
Lewis*  Tbefe  are  officers  who  ferved  in  the  Preachanayui 
the  late  war,  and  who  obtained  this  katght4xood  as  a  reward 
either  of  4beir  valour  oii  fome  fignaloccafion^or  (tf  their 
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long  feivice,  (tiventy  years^  fervice  being  reckonei)  fufficieoft 
to  give  a  man  a  fort  of  right  to  tins  order^)  or  perhaps  hf 
mere  favour.  Thefe  people  are,  for  the  mofi  part,  very 
poor  and  very  proud.  Their  honour  is  not  hereditary :  and 
there  are  not  many  of  them  in  the  provtQce ;  I  believe^  ml 
more  than  a  dojcent 
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2o  the  Printer  cf  the  FujsLie  AurERTi^Mit. 


SIR,  Feb.  25,  179a- 

HEREWITH  I  fend  you  a  tranflation  of  a  long  note  i» 
the  account  lately  publiflied  by  the  Count  of  Lally  Tot-en- 
DAHL,  a  very  eminent  Member  of  the  National  Affembly 
of  France,  of  his  conduft  in  that  capacity,  and  of  his  reafons 
for  refigning  his  feat  in  that  aflemWy  in  Oftober  lad,  when 
the  King  ot  France  was  forcibly  taken  from  Verfailles  by  the 
democratic  party  now  prevailing  in  France,  and  was  carried 
to  Paris.  This  gentleman  was  a  deputy  of  the  nobilrty  of  the 
di(lri£);of  Dourdans,  and  feemsto  be  a  verv  finccrc  lover  of 
his  country,  and  of  a  moderate  and  well-regulated  fyftem  of 
liberty,  as  wellastobeamanof  greatabilities,  and  vcfyexten- 
five  information  on  political  fubjefts.  His  work  is  exceed- 
ingly curious,  and  very  worthy  of  the  perufal  of  every  pcrfon 
whohas  any  defire  of  being  informed  of  the  proceedingsof  the 
French  National  Afiembly;  and  it  feems  tome  to  prove,  that 
the  account  given  of  the  late  proceedings  in  France  by  Mr. 
Burke,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  few  days*  ago,  is  agree- 
able to  the  truth ;  a  highly  democratical  fptrit  does  prevail 
there,  and  the  Members  of  the  National  Affembly  are  over- 
awed by  it,  and  dare  not  a£t  in  oppofition  to  it ;  and  too 
many  a6ts  of  a  bloody  f/erociousy  and  tyrannical  nature,  have 
been  committed  by  the  common  people  againft  the  Nobility, 
or  rather,  Gentry,  of  the  country,  in  many  different  pro- 
vinces of  the  kingdom.  Some  of  the  moil  remarkable  of 
ihefe  a&s  are  fpecified  in  the  note  of  which  I  herewith  fend 
you  a  tranfiation,  the  infertion   of  which,   in  your  ufefut 

•  On  the  9th  of  February,  1790. 
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paper,  may  not  only  fervc  as  a  vinclication  of  Mr.  Btirlcc*i 
aflertion,  but  will  conrey  fbme  important  and  entertaining 
information  ou  this  interefting  fubjeft  to  your  numerous 
readers, 

lam,  Sir^ 

Your  humble  fervant,  ' 

VERUS. 

F.  M. 

Tran/lation  of  a  Note  in  the  Letter  of  the  Count  of  L ally 
ToLENDAHL,  a  late  Reffrefeniative  of  the  Nobility  in  the 
PVencfc  National  Assbbablt,  to  his  Constituents  ift 
the  Bailiwick  of  Dourdans,  giving  an  Account  of  his 
ConduS  in  the  faid  National  Affembly,  afid  the  Reqfom 
that  induced  him  to  re/ign  his  Seat  in  it,  in  the  Month  of 
October,   1789, 

The  Count  of  Mirabeau,  at  that  time,  threw-out  a  cen« 
fure  upon  mt for  having  reprefented^  (as  he  expreffed  it)  "  a 
few  irregular  and  unfortunate  proceedings  that  had  lately 
happened^**  asbeing  great  and  horrible  calamities^  and^*  a  few 
fleps  that  had  been  taken  as  tuceffary  precautions  in  the  then 
unfettled  fiate  of  our  country ,  from  a  want  of  confidence 
in  the  intentions  of  the  Court,'*  as  being  oQs  of  inhuman 
ferocity. 

This  accufation,  it  behoves  me  to  refute  5  and  I,  therefore, 
appeal  to  any  impartial  perfons  to  be  informed,  whether,  in. 
their  opinion,  <<  the  deflroying  of  houfes,  and  laying- wafte  of 
lands,  and  the  murdering  innocent  and  helplefs  perfons  in 
many  parts  of  the  kingdoni,wtthout  the  fmalleft  provocation  \ 
*--as,  for  inftance,  the  deftrudion,  burning,  or  plundering  of 
no  fewer  than  thirty-fix  gentlemen's  feats,  (of  which  I  bad 
a  lid  in  my  hand  at  the  time  I  ufed  the  words  objefied  to 
me)  in  only  a  fingle  province  of  the  kingdom,''  might  not 

juftly 
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ju(^ly  ht  xxyn&Atrtd  as  public  and  JredJ/iii  catamiiUi^  ui« 
flead  of  beiog  treated  as  trifling  and  4xct^nble  irr^gulari&s^ 
as  Monfifur  de  Mirabeau  is  pleafed  to  call  them. 

And,  as  to  the  other  ads  of  violence  which  Monfiekir  de 
Mirabeau  choofes  to  confider  9i%tmctffary  or  prudential  mea^ 
furesy  arming  from  u  ^ant  ofponjidence  in  tie  intentions  of 
the  Omrt ;  thefe,  alfo,  I  prefume,  ought  rather  to  be  called 
by  Ibe  name  that  I  have  given  them,  of  a3s  of  inhuman 
ferocity^  or  I  know  not  what  can  ever  deferve  to  be  fo  en* 
titled.  Some  of  thcfe  adts  are  a«  follows  \  1o  wit*  m  the 
firft  place,  in  tbe  Provioce  of  Laqguadoc^  Monfieur  de  Bar* 
ras  was  cut  to  pieces  by  ibe  0X>b  in  the  pcefence  of  bis  wik, 
wtio  was  b^  with  child,  aild  »ady  to  lie-io,  aad  who  died 
afterwards  of  the  (book  it  gave  her^— adiy,  lu  die  city  of 
Maas,  Monf  d^  Mantqffim  was  (hot  to  death,  after  tiawng 
been  a  fpeftator  of  the  cutting  of  his  father-in-law'^  threat 
— *3d1y,  In  Normandy,  a  poor,  helplefs,  old  man,  who  was  a 
cripple  with  the  pa1%,  was  pKtftvpon  a  pile  of  lEs^ots,  which 
^ere  fet  on  fire  binder  tbim,  and  was  afic«rwards  'left  i>y  bia 
tormentors  in  that  condition,  and  then  removed  from  k  by 
Ws  friends,  after  his  -hands  had  been  burm-oiFj — and,  4tbly^ 
in  the  fame  province  of  Normandy,  a  nobkman'^  land- 
Aewavd  had  bis  feet  btirat  by  tbe  people,  isi  order  to  fimsc 
4)»m  40  deliver<-Qp  his  mafler^s  title-deeds  ;--4ind,  Stbly,  ia 
the  fame  province,  the  unhappy  Monsieur  de  Balzunce,  (who 
iiad,  with  a  generous  and  noble  confidence,  put  himself 
into  tbe  hands  of  the  people  who  came  to  attack  Mm,  in'- 
Iftead  of  endeavouring  to  efcape  from  them,)  was  ne\«rthe- 
lefs  put  to  death  by  them  with  fo  much  eagemefs  and  im*" 
patience,  that,  in  ihootiog  at  him  in  oppofite  diref^ions  at 
the  fame  time,  his  m^nrderers  killed  fome  df  tbemfelves  :-* 
and,  <6chly,  in  ihe  province  of  Francbe-Cotnt^,  Madame  dk 
JI<i//»/i)^  was  cooipeHed  by  threats  of  inftani  deati)|and  with 
a  faatdKt  iield  over  ;bcr  bead,  4o£We-up  b«r  title-deeds^  ,and 

even 
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even  her  land  :-«>ancIj  ^thly,  in  the  Tame  province^  Madatmede 
Lifienay  was  forced  to  make  the  fame  furrender  of  her  pro- 
perty, with  a  halter  round  her  neok,  and  her  two  daughters 
lying  ^^^^  ^^  ^  A  ft^tc  ^f  infenfibility,  having  fainted* 
away  willi  terror  at  the  fight  >-*-aod,  8thly,  the  very  refpeft- 
able  Marqvis   ^  Ormman,  an  old  gentleman,  trembling 
with  the  palfy,  was  forced  to  fly  from  his  country-feat  in 
the  middle  of  the  nightj  to  avoid  being  murdered  by  the 
moh,  and  was  afterwards  purfucid  by  them  from  town  to 
town^  till  he  got  out  of  the  province,  and  arrived  at  Ba/lgf 
in  Switzerland,  almoft  dead  with  fatigtie  and  terror,  with 
his  daughters,  who  had  accompanied  him,  and  reducefi  to 
a  ftate  of  defpair: — and,  9thly,  the  Ccuni  qfMvnJefu  and  hia 
wife,  were  kept  by  the  mob  in  a  flaie  of  continual  terrort 
with{>iflols  held  to  their  breads,  for  three  hours  together, 
(dunng  which  time  they  deflred  the  people,  as  a  favour,  to 
put  them  to  death  without  delay,)   and  were  at  laft  dragged 
out  of  their  carriage  in  order  to  be  thrown  into  a  pond  and 
drowned,  when  they  were  faved  by  the  interiTofition  of  a 
regiment  of  ibidiers,  who  happened  to  come*by  at  that  in* 
ftant: — and,  lotbly,  the  B^ron  of  Mont  Jufim  was  taken 
by  a  mob,  and  kept  in  a  date  of  continijral  terror  under  the 
apprehenfion  of  inilaot  death,  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour  and 
a  half,  by  being  held  on  the  top  of  a  well,  while  they  delibe* 
rated,  in  his  hearing,  whether  they  fliould  put  bim  to  death 
by  letting  bim  drop  into  the  well,  (where  lie  would  have 
beenxlrowned,}or  fhould  deftroybim  m  fomeotber  manner:— 
and,  I  itbly,  Count  Lallemand  and  the  Docbefs  of  Ton* 
verre  were  treated  with  great  cruelty;  and  the  Chevalier 
d'Ambli  was  taken  by  force  from  his  country-houfe,  and 
barbaraufiy  dragged,  naked,  along  the  village  that  belonged 
to  him,  and  then  thrown  upon  a  dunghill,  after  having^ 
had  his  eye-brows,  and  the  hair  of  his  head,   plucked-out 
by  the  roots^  while  the  people  who  were  fpeftators  of  this 

cruelty. 
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Chidty,  amufed  themlelvcs  with  dancing  foUnd  him  ;  b^^ 
fides  a  number  of  the  like  cruel  outrages,  committed  in  thcf 
provinces  of  Alface  and  'Dauphiny^  and  the  city  of  Troyes  irt 
Cbampagnfy  and  alfo  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  almoft 
within  fight  of  the  National  Alfembly-  This  is  a  (hort  ac- 
count of  the  aftions  which  the  Count  de  Mirabeau  has 
ciWci  neceffary  precautions^  arifing  froni  a  want  of  confix 
dence^  and  which  he  cenfuresnie  for  having  unjuftly  mif- 
rcprefented  as  atls  of  inhuman  ferocity^  I  leave  the  reader 
to  detei'raine  which  of  us  has  denoted  them  by  the  more 
proper  appellation. 

And,  upon  this  occafion,  t  cannot  forbear  a(king  thofc 
gentlemen  who  talk  of  the  ^uant  of  confidence  in  the  intent 
tionsoftbe  Courts  and  tie  Nobility y  as  having  been  the 
motive  that  urged  the  people  to  commit  thefe  aSs  of  vio- 
lence, as  prudential  meafures  neceffarj'  to  their  own  fafety ; . 
— -I  fay,  I  muft  a(k  thefe  gentlemen,  who  it  was  that  infpired 
the  people  with  this  want  of  confidence^  and  thereby  be- 
came the  firft  authors  of  the  mifchiefs  it  occafioned  i 
Who  was  it  that  encouraged  the  people  to  rife  in  a  feditious 
manner,  both  in  the  open  countries,  and  grtat  towns  of  the 
kingdom  ? — ^Who  was  it  that  wrote  letters"  to  the  people  at 
Vefoulj  to  inform  them  that  the  reprefentatives  of  the  No- 
bility, who  had  been  fent  to  the  National  Afllembly,  had 
formed  a  plot  to  blow- up  with  gunpowder  the  great  room 
in  which  the  Aflembly  met,  at  a  time  when  only  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  Third  Efiate,  or  Commonalty,  were  aflbm- 
bled  in  it  ? — ^Who  was  it  that  perfuaded  the  peafantry  of 
the  province  of  Francbe-Comtij  that  the  Nobility  were 
the  King's  enemies  ?  Who  was  it  that  forged  thofe  pretend- 
ed orders  from  the  King  to  authorize  and  encourage  the  com* 
mon  people  to  fall  upon  the  Nobility,  or  Gentry,  wherc- 
evcr  they  met  them,  and  to  dcmolffli  and  lay-wafte  their 
houfes  and  pofifeflTions  ?     Why  was  that  mod  diabolical  lie 

which 
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which  was  fpread-about  againft  Mtinf.  de  Mejmay^ '"  of 
bis  having  caufed  a  great  number  of  the  common  people  to 
be  invited  intp  a  room  in  his  houfe,  that  had  been  under<> 
mined  with  gunpowder,  in  order  that  they  Ihould  tfien  be  all 
blown^up  at  once;"  and  which  for  a  confiJerable  time  excited 
againft  him,  in  the  minds  of  all  the  worlds  the  indignation  and 
horror  that  fuch  an  adion  ought  to  produce  \  1  fay,  why 
was  this  mod  abominable  calumny,  when  it  wasdifcovered 
to  be  but  a  calumny,  fuffered  by  the  National  Aflembly  to 
die*away  in  filence  and  negle6l  f  inftead  of  being  lifted  to 
the  bottom,  in  order  to  find-out  and  punifh  the  villainj^  who 
had  invented  it^  againll  whom  all  the  indignation,  that  had 
before  been  felt  againft  MonJ,  de  Mejmay^  ought  then  to 
have  been  direfled  ?  And  have  I  not  reafon  to  complain, 
that,  when  I  have  exprefled,  in  the  National  Aftemblv,  the 
indignation  and  horror  wiih  which  both  the  commiflion  of 
fo  many  horrid  crimes,  and  the  impunity  that  attended 
them,  had  filled  me,  my  fentiments  fliould  be  confidtred, 
at  fome  times,  as  a  mark  of  a  weak  and  effeminate  fpirit^ 
and,  at  others,  as  an  indication  of  luke-warmness  in  the 
caufe  of  Liberty  ? — ^They  little  know  the  temper  of  my  mind 
who  put  thefe  interpretations  on  my  condud.  No  man.  is 
more  inflamed  with  seal  for  that  nobleft  of  all  caufes  in 
which  men  of  fpirit  can  be  engaged,  than  I  am  :  No  man 
can  more  admire  the  heroic  condud  of  the  Englifti  North- 
Americans,  in  their  late  refiftance  to  tlie  endeavours  of 
Great*Britain  to  enflave  them,  or  that  of  the  Dutch,  of  the 
century  before  laft,  when  they  freed  themfelves  firom  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  King  of  Spain,  than  I  do :  No  man  can  more 
fympathtxe  with  both  thofe  nations  in  the  various  events  of 
thofetwonobIeftruggIesforLiberty,normore  iinccrely  rejoice 
at  the  final  happy  fuccefs  of  them.  But  to  fee  downright 
robberies  juftified  by  quibbling  pretenders  to  reafon  !  to  fee 
$he  poor  peafants  excited  to  go-about  and  burn  boneft  men's 
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honfes,  by  a  (et  of  rogues^  that  forge  pf«temM  dfdtrs 
froDi  their  Soveretgn  for  fb  doing !  to  fee  aflrafTmatioi&s  (^ 
ihe  Nobility  encouraged  by  declaimbg  orastovs,.  that  fet-up 
ibr  the  patrons  of  Lcberty  !  aa^dthtSj  when  >  the  Nobi lily  made 
no  oppofitioB  to  the  meafuiies  which  the  pi&bKtck  welfare 
made  neceflary ; — when  they  oQcfen^d  to  every  propofal^  ;^— 
when  it  waa  not  in  their  power  to  oppo£e  any  thing ;.— *- 
when  a  confiderable  part  of  them  bad  zealpvfly  embraced 
the  interefts  aod  deBgna  of  Ihe  commonalty,  andallof  tlicoi 
had  agreed  to  give-up  thett  excmptioa  from  laies,  and 
other  pecaniary^  or  profitable,  privileges^  and  wodd  have 
been  contented  with  retaining  only  their  honorary  diftinc* 
tions  ! — ^To  fee  fuch  things  done  and  eucou raged,  and  not  to 
be  {hocked  and  difgufied,  and  difptriledj  at  the  iight,  Is,  I 
confefs,  above  my  pitch  of  fimmefs^  and,  m  I  fuppofe, 
above  that  of  any  other  man,  who  is  not  totally  divefted  of 
every  fentiment  of  jtiftice  and  humanity. 

End  ofibe  Translation  of  the  Note,  in  Count  Lally's  Letter^ 


It  is  much  to  be  lamented  thal^afur  tbefe  atrocious  ac<. 
\  had  been  committed  in  France  and  were  well  known  in 
England,  that  eminent  member  of  the  Eng!i(b  Houfe  of 
Commons^  the  late  Mr.  Charles  James  Fox,  did  not  join 
with  Mr«  Burke,  (his  former  great  aflbcia:te  in  politicks,)  iu 
exprcfling  a  proper  dxtteftafeioa  of  them  and  of  ibe  wild  and 
extravagant  Revolutbn  in  the  French  Govemmeiait  iK>  which 
they  were  intended  to  be  fubffervient.  If  he^  and  all  his 
numerous  partisans,  (who  were  in  the  habit  of  adopting 
his  opinions  upon  political  fubjeds,)  had  con(idered  thsA 
dreadful  event  in  the  true  light  in  which  it  had  been 
reprefented  by  Mr.  Burke,  as  being,  fbom  Ae  very  bcgin^ 

ning. 
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Biii|^t(yfl€m  of  Robbery  and  Murder  dtreded  againft  the 

Owners  of  Landed  property  in  France^  both  ot  the  Clergy 

and  the  Laityt  which  threatened  to  over-throw  (he  vnoSt 

powerful    and  beft-cfiabliflied  monarchy  in  Europe,    and 

vltinialely  to  deBroy  every  trace  of  the  people's   Corxner 

liberties  and  Privities,  and  reduce  tbem  to  a  ftatc  of 

conplete  ilairery  under  the  abfolute  and  arbitrary  rule  of 

Ibaie  upftart  Military  Defpot  (which  is  the  ftate  in  which 

we  now  behold  theai,)  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  a 

declaratkm  made  by  him  and  his  friends,  in  their  fpceebea 

in  parliailMnt,  of  fucfa  a  difapprobation  of  the  violent  n]ca« 

feres  of  the  firft  National  Aflembly  of  France  and  of  the 

rtolOQS  mobs  of  Paris  ;n  fupport  of  theni^  would  have 

checked  tbem  in  their  career  of  Injuftice  and  Folly,  or,  at 

leaft,  would  baye  prevented  their  falling  into  themifiaken 

ppinion  that  the  great  body  of  the  Englifli  Nation  were  full 

of  Admiration  of  the  new  and  bold  changes  which  they 

had  made  m  their  Government,  and  were  wifiiing   and 

preparing   to    imitate  their  noble  example,  by   making 

fimibr  changes  in  the  Government  of  England.  Bat,  inflead 

of  joining  with  Mr.  Borke  in  this  prudent  and  patriotick 

OCNiduA,   Mr.  Fox,  long  after  the  abominable  outrages, 

dtfcribfd  ahovv  in  Coimt  Lally's  note,  u'ere  known  ta 

JSdglafid,  declared    in  the  Honfe  of  Commons,  <<  ibai  ^ 

h  looked' upon  the  French  tUvokUkm  as  tbg  bigbefi  effort 

ofbuman  Wisdom^  for  the  promotion  of  buman  Hapfinefs 

tbat  be  bad  ever  beard-of*    And  many  other  perrons  in 

England  feemed  to  entertain  the  fame  opinion  of  it  for  more 

than  three  years  together,  or  till  September,  1792 ;  when  the 

cruel  maflacres  of  great  numbers  of  inoiTenfive  priefts  and 

laymen  (who  were  confined  in  the  prifons  of  Paris),  perpe« 

trated  with  the  knowledge  and  conrent,  or,  rather,  by  the 

direAion,  of  Dtfnfon/^then  newly-appointed  Miniftcr  of  Juf« 

ticci— and  the  numerous  fubfequent^  almoft  daily,  murders 
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of  innocent  perFons  by  the  guillotine  during  what  is  calkd  ti^ 
reign  of  TerroTf  under  the  new  republican  Government, 
during  the  power  of  Rolespterre^— opened  their  eyes  to  the 
miferable  confequences  of  thofe  mad  innovations,  and  taught 
them  to  know  and  to  value  the  more  certain  and  fober  fort 
of  Liberty  which  they  themselves  had  conftantly  enjoyed 
imder  the  protection  of  the  limited  Monarchy  of  Eng- 
land. There  were,  however,  feveral  noblemen  and  gen- 
tlemen of  rank  and  confequence,  in  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament,  who,  (though  they  had  a£led  in  conjun&ion  with 
Mr.  Fox  for  fome  years  before  the  breaking-out  of  the 
difaftrous  French  Revolution,)  thought  fit  to  differ  from 
him  upon  this  great  occafion,  and  to  declare,  even  ia 
the  beginning  of  the  French  Revolution,  that  they  agreed 
with  Mr.  Burke  in  his  opinions  upon  this  fubjed.  Of 
thefe  judicious  and  patriotick  perfons,  one  of  the  moft 
eminent  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  the  duke  of  Portlftnd^ 
and  one  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  in  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons  was  Mr.  William  Windham,  who  has  (ince  bren 
one  of  the  King's  Secretaries  of  ftate*  It  is,  perhaps,  owing 
to  the  efforts  of  thefe  wonhy  perfons  who  adopted  Mr» 
Burke's  opinions  upon  this  fubje£t,  that  England  has  not 
been  thrown  into  confufion  and  mifery  by  a  change  of 
our  happy  form  of  Government  into  a  Republick  in  irnita^ 
tion  of  the  French  Revolution. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  OPINIONS  6F  THE  LATE  ADAM 
SMITH,  LL.D.  AUTHOR  OF  "THE  WEALTH  OF  NA- 
TIONS,'* CONCERNING  THE  WORKS  OF  SEVERAL  ENG^ 
LISH  AUTHORS. 

To  the  Printer  of  the  Wjhteuall  Efen^vg 

PoSTi 

SIR. 

IN  the  year  f  780^  I  bad  frequent  oecifion  to  be  in  ceni'^ 
pany  with  tbe  Ute  weU«known  Dr.  Adam  Smilb.  When 
bufinofs  ended)  our  converfation  took  a  literary  turn ;  I,  was 
then  young,  intquigtive,  and  full  of  refpeft  for  his  abilitiea 
as  an  author.  On  his  part  he  was  extremely  communica* 
live,  and  delivered  himfelf,  on  every  fubjeftj  with  a  free<» 
dom,  and  even  boklnefSj  quite  oppofite  to  the  apparent  re- 
ferve  of  his  appearance.  I  took»down  notes  of  his  converfa* 
tion^  and  jiave  here  fent  you  an  ab(lra£t  of  them.  I, have 
neither  added,  altered,  nor  diminiflied  them,  but  merely  put 
ibem  into  fuch  a  (bs^  as  may  fit  them  for  the  eye  of  your 
readers. 

'  Of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  Dr.  Smith  had  a  very 
contemptuous  opinion.  ''  I  have  feen  that  creature,"  faid 
he,  '<  bolt-up  in  the  midft  of  a  mixed  company  ;  and,  with* 
out  any  previous  notice,  fall  upon  his  knees  behind  a  chair, 
repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  then  refume  bis  feat  atjable* 
He  has  played  this  fnak  over  and  over,  perhaps  five  or  fix 
tiniesi  in  the  courfc  of  an  evening;  It  is  not  hypocrify,  but 
madnefs.  Though  an  boned  fort  of  cnan  bimfelf,  be  is  always 
•patron^ug  fcoundrels.  Savage,  for  inftahce,.  whom  he  fa 
loudly  praifes,  was  but  a  worthlefs  fellow  ^^lis  penfion  of  fifty 
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pounds  a  year  never  lafled  him  longer  than  a  few  days.  As  » 
fample  of  his  economyi  you  may  take  a  circumftance^  that 
Johnfon  bhnfeff  once  told  me.  It  was,  at  that  period, 
fafhionable  to  urear  fcarlet  cloaks  trimmed  with  gold  lace  ^ 
and  the  Doctor  met  him  one  day^  jnft  after  he  had  got  his 
pcnfon,  with  one  of  thefe  cloaks  upon  bis  back,  while,  at 
the  fame  time,  his  naked  tee»  were  fttcking  through  his 
ihoes." 

He  was  no  admirer  of  the  Rambler  or  the  Idler,  and  hint- 
ed, that  he  had  never  been  able  to  read  them,  fl^  waa.averf^ 
to  the  conteft  with  America;  yet  he  fpoke  highly  of  Johnfon's 
political  pamphlets :  but,  above  all,  be  was^  charmed  with* 
Aa€  rtfpe^ing  FalkhttKps  Iftand^^  t9  it  dii|>rayed^  ki  dich 
forcible  language,  the  midnefs  of  modefrfi  wars« 

I  enquired  hie  opinion  of  the  \iU  Dv.  OtmpbeH,.  Mi^t&t 
of  the  Poetical  Survey  of  Great  BriiaiH^  He  told  me,  ibil 
he  never  had  been  above  once  in  bid  cocbpady  i  that  the 
Deftor  wa^  a  vo)timinod<^  writer^  and  otie  of  ibon»  MthcMS 
wtio  write  from  one  end  of  the  w^ek  to  the  diber,  wiikfduf 
mterruptien.  A  gentleman^  who  happened  to  diti#  with 
Dr.  Campbelt  in  the  houfe  of  a  tfottiinon  sicqciaifttance,  t^ 
marked,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  pefiefe  ar  eoMplele  fet  of 
the  Doftor's  works.  The  hint  was  not  loft;  for  next 
morning  he  was  furprifed  at  the  appearance  of  a  cart  befeffS 
his  deor.  This  can  was  loaded  with  the  bckiks  be  had 
aflied  for;  the  driver's  biH  amobnt^  M  fr9t^  fmuubJ 
As  Dv.  Campbetl  bompofed  a  pars  el  the  Univerfal  Diftoryi 
and  ef  the  Biogritphia  JMtaimlce,  tve  may  Axppofe,  tha« 
thele  two  pend«roti»  articlea  fofitied  a  gtcpat  {yan  ot  the  ear^* 
go.  The  Do^  wes  iti  ufe  to  |et  a  number  of  copies  of  his 
pnUieSiiens  fVom  the  printer,  and'keep  them^  hi  Ini  bettfe 
for  fitch  ait  eppottunity.  A  gcnftemftD,  wbe^  €ame4fli  one 
day,  esteWmed^  wi*  furprife,  «  Ha^  you  evet  fsad  M 
»  thrift 
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tbefc  books  ?"~^'  Nay/'  replied  Dr«  Cam{)ibeI1,  l4ug|iiiig, 
"  I  b«ve  written  them." 

Of  Swift,  Dr»  Saculh  made  frequent  and  hofrpufaUe 
mention.  He  denied  tbai  tbe  Dean  could  hav^.^ltcfn  the 
Pindarics  printed  under  his  name«  He  affin^edi  ibtiChe 
wanted  nothing  but  iaclination  to  have  beoome  otie.  of  the 
greateftof  all  poeta;  *<  But^  in  plaeeof  t]iis»  he  is  c^a 
goflipefi  writing  merely  for  the  entertait^oi^nt  of  a  private 
circle/'  He  regarded  Swifti  both  in  ftyb  ^  C^ntttneatp 
as  a  pattern  of  corre&nefs.  He  nead  to  me  (btnc  of  the 
(hort  poetical  addrefies  to  Stella^  and  was  psttticolafrfy  pkafi« 
ed  with  one  couplet — 

"  Say»  Steila«  feel  you  no  coo<!ent» 
'^  Rcflectins  ^^  ^  h^^  well -spent  ?*' 
Though  the  Dean's  verfes  are  remarkable  for  eafe  and 
fimplicity,  yet  the  compofition  required  an  effort.  To 
exprefs  this  difficulty.  Swift  ufed  to  fay,  ibat  a  verfi 
cafn$  fram  bim  lite  a  guinea.  Dr.  Smith  confidered 
the  lines  on  his  own  death,  as  the  Dean's  poetical  mafter* 
piece:  He  thought  that,  upon  the  whole,  his  poetry 
was  corred,  after  he  fettled  in^  Ireland,  when  he  was, 
as  be  himfelf  faid,  forrpunded  <*  only  by  humble  friends." 

The  DoAor  had  fonle  Angular  opinions.  I  was  furprifed 
at  hearing  hiiki  prefer  Livy  to  all  other  ht(iorians,  ancient 
and  modem.  He  knew  of  ao  other  who  bad  even  a  pre- 
lence  to  rival  bim,  if  David  Hume  could  not  claim  that  ho- 
nour. He  regretted,  in  particular,  the  lofs  of  his  account  of 
the  civil  wars  in  the  age  of  Julius  C»far ;  add  when  I  aC« 
teftipted  to  oomfort  htm  by  the  library  at  ¥4z,  he  cut  me 
fliort.  I  would  have  expeded  Polybius  lo  (land  much 
higher  in  lus  efleenttban  Livy,  aa  having  a  much  hearer  re« 
femUanoe.to  Dr.  Smith's  own  manner  of  writing.  Befides 
his  mlraoies,  Livy  ooQtains  an  immense  number  of  the 
moft  iAnmx9  and  grof9  falfehoods* 
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H«  was  no  fanguine  admirer  of  Shakcrpcarc.  «  VoltaiffV 
you  know/'  fayshe^  '<  calls  Hamlet  the  dream  of  a  drunken 
lavage." — "  He  has  good  fcenes,  but  not  one  good  play," 
The  DbAor>  however,  wo\ild  not  have  permitted  any  body 
elfe  to  pafs  this  verdi&  ^\(ir  impunity.  For  when  I  once 
afterwards,  in  order  to  found  him,  hinted  a  dtfrefpeft  for 
Hamlet,  be  gaive  a  fmile,  as  if  he  thought  I  would  deleft 
him  in  a  cdntradiftion,  and  replied^-  "  Yes!  but  ftill 
Hamlet  is  foH  of  fint  pdAages.'"^ 

He  bad  an  invincible  contempt  aiid  av^rfion  fof  blank 
verfej  \MiIton*s  always  excepted.  •*  They  do  well,**  he 
faid,  «*  to  call  it  blani^  for  blank  it  is ;  I  myfelf,  even  I, 
who  never  could  find  afingle  rhyme  in  my  life,  could  make 
blank  verfe  as  fad  as  I  could  fpeak;  nothing  but  lazinefs 
hindera  our  tragic  poets  from  writing,  like  the  French,  in 
rhyme.  Dryden,  had  he  poflefied  but  a  tenth  part  of 
Shakcfpeare's  dramatic  genius-,  would  have  brought  rhym*' 
ing  tragedies  into  fafliion  here  as  well  as  they  arc  in  France, 
and  then  the  mob  would  have  admired  them  juft  as  much 
as  they  now  pretend  to  defpife  them. 

Beatlie's  Minftfel  he  would  not  allow  to  be  called  a  poem; 
for  it  had,  he  faid,  no  plan,  no  beginning,  middle,  or  end. 
He  thought  it  only  aferies  ofvetfes ;  but  a  few  of  them  very 
happy-  As  for  the  trandation  of  the  Iliad,  ^'They  do  well/* 
he  faid,  *'  to  call  it  Po^e^i  Homer;  for  it  is  not  Homer's 
Homer.  It  has  no  refemUance  to  th^  majefty  and  fimplicity 
of  the  Greek.**  He  read-over  to  me  I* Allegro  and  II  Pen* 
ferofo,  and  explained  the  ref|to£live  beauties  of  each,  but 
added,  that  all  the  reft  of  Milton's  fliort  pdems  w^re  trafh. 
He  could  not  imagine  what  bad  made  Johnfon  praife  the 
poem  on  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Killigrew,  and  compare  it  with 
Alexander's  Feaft.  The  criticilin  had  indaced  him  to  read  it 
over,  and  with  attention^  twice  ;  and  he  coiuld  ndt  difcover 
^vcn  a  fpark  of  merit.    At  the  fame  time,  he  mentioned 
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Gray^s  Odes^  (which  Johnfon  haft  damned  fo  completely^ 
and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  with  fo  much  juftice,)  as  the 
flandard  of  lyric. excellence.  He  did  aot  moch  admire  the 
Gentle  Shepherd.  He  prefierred  the  Fnjlw  Fido^  of  which' 
he  fpoke  with  xaplure,  and  the  Eclogues  of  Virgil.  I  pled 
as  I  could  for  Allan  Ramfay^  becaufe  I  regard  him  as  Ibe 
fingle  unaffected  poet  whom  we  have  had  fince  Buchanan. 

Proximus  huic,  longo  sed  proximus  intervallo. 

He  anfwercd,  *'  It  is  the  duty  of  a  poet  to  write  like  a  gen- 
tleman. I  diflike  that  homely  ftyle  which  fome  think  fit  to 
call  the  language  of  nature  and  fimplicity,  and  fo  forth.  In 
Percy's  Reliques  too,  a  few  tolerable  pieces  are  buried  under 
a  heap  of  rubbifli.  You  have  read,  perhaps,  Adam  Bell,- 
eiym  of  the  Cleugh,  and  William  of  Cloudeflie.^'  I  an- 
fwered.  Yes.  "  Well  then,"  faid  he,  **  do  you  think 
that  was  worth  printing  ?''  He  refleAed  with  fome  harfh* 
nefs  on  Dr.  Goldfmith ;  and  repeated  a  variety  of  anecdotes 
to  itipport  his  eenfure. 

They  amounted  to  prove  that  Goldfmith  loved  a  wench' 
and  a  bottle;  and  that  a  lie,  when  to  ferve  a f pecial  end^ 
was  not  excluded  from  his  fyftem  of  morality.    To  conunit- 
thefe  ftories  to  print  would  be  very  much  in  the  modern 
tafte;  but  fuch  proceedings  appear  to  me  as  an  abfolute 
dilgrace  to  typography. 

He  never  fpolce  but  with  ridicule  and  detefiation  of  the 
Reviews.  He  faid  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  conceive  in  what 
contempt  they  were  held  in  London.  I  mentioned  a  ftory 
I  had  read  of  Mr.  Burke  having  feduced  and  diihonoured  a 
young  lady,  under  promife  of  marriage.  *'  I  imagine,"  faid 
he,  '^  that  you  have  got  that  fine  it ory  out  of  fome  of  the 
Magazines.  If  any  thing  can  be  lower  than  the  Reviews, 
they  are  fo.  They  once  had  the  impudence  to  publiffi  a 
ftory  of  a  gentleoian's  having  debauched  his  own  fifter;  and 
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Vpcm  inquiry,  it  eftsie-out  that  the  gentleman  never  had  a 
fiftrr.  Aa  to  Mr*  Aidcc,  he  ia  a  worthy,  honeft,  mant  He 
married  an  accoin{rft(hed  girl,  without  a  {hilling  of  fortune/' 
I  wanted  to  git  .the  Gentlenian's  Magazine  excepted  from 
hia  general  cenfivre}  but  he  would  not  hear  me.  He  never^ 
he  faid,  looked  at  a  Review,  ^or  eyen  k^new  the  naoaes  o^ 
the  publiihers. 

He  was  fond  of  Pope,  and  had  by  heart  many  favourite 
paflages;  but  he  diOiked  the  private  character  of  the  man. 
jBe  was,  be  laid,  all  affe&ation,  and  mentioned  his  Letter 
tpApbutbnotj  wh^n  the  latter  w^s  dyingi  as  a  confummate 
fpecim/^n  of  canting;  wbijQbi  to  be  fare,  it  is.  He  had  alfo  a 
veiy  high  opinion  pf  Dryden^  and  loudly  extolled  his  Fa- 
hU&p  I  ixyntioped  Mr*  Hume's  objections]  he  replied, 
**  Yoip  will  learn  more  as  to  [Jpetry,  by  reading  one  good 
po|s^,  thap  jby  a  thoufsuid  volumes  of  criticifm."  He 
qilpt^  fom^  p^<(ges  in  Defoe,  which  breathed,  as  he 
thought,  the  true  fpirit  of  Englifli  verfe. 

He  difliked  Meikle's  tranflation  of  the  Lufiad,  apd 
eileeoied  .the  Frqncb  verfion  of  that  work  as  far  fuperior. 
Meiklcj  in  his  prefence,  has  contradicted,  with  great  frank*- 
n^fs,  ibine  of  the  pofitions  advanced  in  the  Dodor'^  Ii^i- 
rj^  which  may  perhaps  have  d.ifgufted  him  j  but,  in  tr^tb, 
MeiHle  is  only  an  indifferent  rhymer. 

Dr.  Smith,  with  Lord  Gardenftone,  regarded  the  French 
Theatre  as  the  ftandard  of  dramatic  excellence. 

^e  faid,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  reign,  the 
diflenting  minifiera  had  been  in  ufe  to  receive  two  tbou- 
fand  pounda*  a  year  from  Government;  that  the  Ear}  of 
Bute  bad,  (as  he  thought,  moft  improperly)  deprived  them 
of  this  allowan^^e,  and  that  he  fuppofed  this  to  be  the  real 
motive  of  their  virulent  oppofition  to  Governipent, 

Giqfgow, 

•  This  ium  of  money  bat  bqen  generally  npresfntedas  sevm 
thousand  poimds  a  year. 

ON 
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ON  THE  DOCTRINE  OF  LIBELS, 

AS   IT   HAS    BEEN    HEPAESEVTED    BY    SOME   JUDGES. 


To  the  Pmjntkr  ofth^  Public  Advertisbb, 

Mr.  Painter,  »        February  15,  l^^2^ 

I  CAHNOT  but  rejoice  to  find,   that  Mr.  Fox  has  re- 
Iblved  to   employ  ht«  great  abilities  in  endeavouring  to 
dcertain  the  legal   doctrines  concerning   libels^ 
And  to  eorreft  them,  if  found  to  be  detrimental  to  a  juft  and 
moderate  liberty  of  realbning  upon  political  meafures.    One 
of  tbe  points  tbat  will  probably  be  the  obje6):  of  the  Houfe's 
conSdeiatioa  in  the  debate  that  will  arife  upon  this  fubjefik 
u^  **  the  right  of  the  jury  to  inquire  into  the  intention  of  the 
writer^  or  publtiher,  of  the  paper  profecuted  as  a  feditious 
libel  $   andt  into  the  tendency  of  the  £iid  paper  to  raife 
fedition,  or  difturbance  in  the  country,  which  is  always 
Afcribed  to  it  in  Che  Indi£knient»  orjnformation,  againft  the 
poblilber,  and  conftitutes  the  very  eflence  of  the  crime  im-  . 
piiied  to  him/'    Now  thcfe  points  have  been,  by  many 
modem  JudgesyConBdered  as  matters  of  law ^  and  therefore, 
fay  thiey,  as  matters  to  be  referred  for  the  cognizance  of  the 
Jttdges  onlyy  ao4  not  for  that  of  the  jury,  who(c  whole  bu- 
fiaefiiis,  to  declare  ^'  whether,  or  not,  the  pajier  in  queftion 
(fuch  as  it  is,  innocent  or    mtfchievoos,)  was  publifhed 
by  liie  perfon  accufed."    Lord  Mansfield,    in  particular 
has  called  liie  opinion,  whieh  a  reader  will  form  of  the  bad 
tendency  of  the  paper,  and  of  the  wicked  intention  of  the 
wiiter  of  it,  from  the  perufal  of  it,  an  inference  of  law ;  as 
if  the  knowledge  of  tlic  law  were  requifite  to  form  fuch  an 
inferenoe.     But,    (iirely,    this  may  be  done  without  the 
N  4  fmalleft 


1^ 

fmalleft  acquaintance  with  either  Lord  Coke's  Inftitutes, 
or  his  Reports^  or  Plowden*s  Reports,  or  any  other  fuch  re- 
condite learning,  and  by  the  mer^  aflifiance  of  common 
fenfe,  and  an  ordinary  acquaintance  with  the  bulinefs  ai)d 
tranfaSions  of  the  world,  fuch  as  a  juryman  may  be  fup. 
pofcd  to  be  poflefled-of.  And,  therefore,  I  (hould  think  it 
ought  rather  to  be  called  an  inference  of  reason,  than  an 
inference  of  law^  and  to  be  left  to  the  cognizance  of  the 
jury ;  in  tlie  fame  manner  as,  in  a  charge  of  burglary,  or 
houfe-breaking  .by  night,  with  an  intention  to  commit  a 
felony,  the  jury  a,re  to  determine  not  only  whether  the 
prifoner  at  fh^  ^ar  broke  into  the  houfe  by  night,  but 
whether  l^e  did  fo  with  an  intention  to  commit  a 
felony.  Thefe  are  hiferenccs  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe, 
and  not  of  law,  as  Lord  Mansfield,  and  Come  other  Judges, 
have  reprefented  them,  for  the  fake  of  taking  them  out  of 
the  cognizance  of  the  jury:  though,  in  truth,  if  they  were 
inferences  of  law,  it  would  not  follow  that  the  jury 
would  have  no  right  to  determine  them  ;  becaufe  ^'  every 
point  of  law  that  is  accidentally  intermixed  with  m^itters  of 
faft,  in  the  compjicgted  i0ue,  or  queftion,  referred  to  the  de- 
termination of  a  Jury,  uwit)iin  their  cognisance/'  as  Little- 
toi^  (the  great  oracle  of  the  Jaw)  lias  expreflly  declared,  and 
all  fubfequent  lawyers  have  allowed.  But,  this  is  a  point  not 
neceflary  to  be  infifted-on  in  confidering  the  doctrine  of 
libels,  because  in  thofe  profeoutions,  all  the  points  to  be 
determined  are  me)re  xpatters  of  fa&  i  to  wit,  ift.  Whether 
the  man  publifhed  the  paper--adly,  Whether  he  had  a  bad 
defign  in  publifhing  it^-and  3dly,  Wjii!ther  the  paper  has  a 
bad  tendency,  or  is  likely  to  produce  bad  effefls ;  which  laft 
point  is  as  truly  a  matter  of  fad,  as,  <<  whether  a  man  who 
is  charged  with  wounding  another  with  a  fword,  touched 
him  with  a  (word,  or  touched  him  with  afeacing-foil  with  a 
l)utt9n  at  the  end  of  it,"  or  as,  '^  whether  a  perfon  who  \% 
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charged  wUli  poiibning  another,  by  givbg  him  a  glafs  of 
wine,  gave  4iiin  a  glafs  of  mere  wine^  or  a  glafs  of  wine  with 
arfenrc  in  it/' 

This  do£lrine.of  Lord  Mansfield,  and  fome  other  Jadges, 
(but  which  Lord  Camden  has  repeatedly  condemned},  ^'  that 
thefe  points  are  inferences  of  law,  and,  therefore,  (aa  they 
^oo  haftily  conclude,)  not  within  the  jurifdiction  of  thejury,'^ 
was  not  firft  invented  by  L«rd  Mansfield,  but  was  laid-down 
by  Lord  Raymond,  in  the  cafe  of  the  King  and  Franklin, 
which  was  tried  pn  the  3d  of  December,  173 15  wid  it  has 
been  mod  commonly^  jbut  not,  I  think,  conftantly;  adhered- 
^o  by  the  Judges  ever  fin.ce.  But  it  was  not  the  do&rine 
laid-down  in  the  trial  pf  the  feven  bifhops,  in  the  year  16889 
or  (he  laft  year  of  King  James  the  Second,  nor  by 
Lo^  Chltsf-oJuftice  Holt,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  For, 
in  the  trial  of  Mr.  Tutchin,  in  that  reign,  for  one  of  the  moft 
feditious  libels  that  ever  were  known,  that  great  Chief- 
Jufiice  addrefles  the  jury  in  thefe  words  :  ^'  Gentlemen  of 
the  Jury— this  is  an  Information  for  publifhing  libels  against 
the  Queen  and  her  povernn^ent  ;"  and  then,  after  ftating 
the  proof  of  the  publication  of  the  papers,  and  reading  fome 
pa^agjcs  from  them,  he  gpes-on  in  this  manner— <^  So  that, 
*.*  now  yqu  have  heard  thi»  .evidence,  you  arc  to  confider 
'^  whether  you  are  fatisfied  that  Mr.  Tutchin  js  guilty  of 
^*  writing,  compofing,  and  publifhing  thefe  libels.  They 
**  fay,  thefe  are  innocent  papers,  and  that  nothing  is  a  libel 
^'  hut  what  reflefts  upon  fome  particular  perfon.  But  this 
**  is  a  very  ftrange  do£lrine,  to  fay,  it  is  not  a  libel  re- 
**  flefting  on  Government — to  endeavour  to  poffefs  the 
*'  people,  that  the  Government  is  mal-adminiftered  by  cor- 
^'  rupt  perfons  that  are  employed  in  fuch  and  fuch  ftations, 
*'  either  in  the  navy  or  army.  For  it  is  very  neceflary  for 
"  every  Government  that  the  people  fhould  have  a  good 
'*  opinion  of  it ;  and  nothing  can  be  worfc  than  to  endeavour 

«  to 


166 

^  to  Qxeite  any  amfnofities  as  to  At  man^gemeot  of  it. 
^^  This  has  beca  alwaya  looked-^upon  as  a  crime  ;  tod  bo 
^  Goverament  can  be  fafe  unlefs  it  be  puni(b«d.  Now, 
^  ymt  ar€  io  eonfiierj  whether  thofe  woixls  I  have  read' to 
^'  yoa  do  not  lend  to  beget  an  ill  opinion  qS  the  Admir 
^  Hiftration  of  the  Government?'*  Here,  we  find  this 
able  Chief  Juftice  expreflly  dire£ting  the  Juiy  to  confider 
the  tendency  of  the  papers  in  queftion — to  wit,  *'  whether, 
^  they  do  not  tend  to  beget  an  ill  opinion  of  the  admiQif- 
trationof  the  Government?'*  inftead  of  telling  them,  (as 
modem  Judges  have  often  done)  that  this  tendency  is  a 
mere  inference  of  law,  which  the  Judges  only  have  a  right 
to  make,  without  any  concurrence  of  the  Jury.  And  to  this 
moil  reafonable  and  valuable  right  of  conlidering  both  the 
tendency  of  the  papers  eomplained«of,  and  the  intention  of 
the  wriler,  orpublrfher,  in  pubUAing  them,  which  isufa<* 
ally  an  inference  of  reafon,  or  common  fenfe,  not  of  law, 
to  be  drawn  from  the  tendency  of  them  ;  (though  fome-* 
times  it  happens,  that  this  intention  may  even  be  proved, 
hf  the  pofitive  teftimony  of  witneflfes,  which  is  an  addition* 
al  mark  of  its  being  a  matter  of  faBy  and  not  €  matter  of 
faw) .  I  hope,  the  Juries  of  this  country  will  now  be  reftored, 
by  the  laudable  and  patriotick  efforts  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr» 
Erflcine  in  the  courfe  of  the  approaching  debate* 

PHILELEUTHERUS. 
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THEmiX  not OSED  BY  MR.  FOK  ANO  MS.  iSaKIIf E  IN 
SUfPORTOF  THBRICHT  OF  JURIES  TO  OEflBRMINE 
THE  'WHOLE  MAT112R  iV  ISSUE  {N  CRIMIKAL  ffiOCE. 
CUTiONS  FOR  PUBLISHING  LAELS. 


Tr^m  the  Publk;  A^fsbtjsj^b^  Feb,  Id,  1792. 

Upon  a  fubjed  in  which  every  EngTifliman  is  fo  materially 
iniert&td%9\n'thtpower  of  a  jmy,  our  readers  may  be 
gratified  by  a  perufal  of  Mr.  Fqx*s  Billp  patriotically  brought 
into  Parliament  to  remove  doubts  refpeSing  the  func- 
tions o/*JuRiEs^  in  cans  ef  Libel* 

The  bill  was  yefierday  read  a  third  time^  and  pafled  to 
tl:e  liords ;  it  is  ejUremely  ihort,  and,  verbatim,  as  follows. 

'*  Whercias  doubts  have  arifen,  whether,  on  the  trial  of 
*<  an  Indidment  or  Information  for  the  making  or  publifhing 
<'  any  libel,  where  an  iflue  or  iflues  are  joined  between  the 
^'  King  and  the  defendant  or  defendants,  on  the  plea  of  Not 
''  Guilty*  pleaded,  it  be  competent  to  the  Jury,  impanneU 
<'  led  to  try  the  fame,  to  give  their  verdiA*upon  the  whole 
."  matter  in  iflue  : 

<<  Be  it  therefore  declared  and  enaded,  by  the  King's 
<^  Mod  Excellent  Majefty,  1>y  and  with  the  advice  and 
<^  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Com- 
<<  mons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the 
'<  authority  of  the  fame,  That,  on  every  fuch  trial,  the 
''  jury  fwom  to  try  the  iflue,  may  give  a  general  verdi A  of 
<<  Guilty  or  not  Guilty,  upon  the  whole  matter  put  in 
*<  i^^  upon  fuch  Indi&ment  or  Information;  and  (hall  not 
^'  be  required,  or  direded,  by  the  Court,  or  Judge,  before 
^'  whom  fuch  Indiftment,  or  Information,  (hall  be  tried^  to 
•  find 
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'^  Slid  the  defendant^  or  defendants,  guilty,  merely  on  the 
^'  proof  of  the  publication  by  fuch  defendant,  or  defendants, 
'^  of  the  paper  charged  to  be  a  libel,  and  of  the  fenfe  afcrtbed 
^  to  the  fame  in  fuch  Indiftment  or  Information:  Provided 
^'  always,  that  on  every  fuch  trial,  the  court,  or  judge,  before 
^^  whom  fuch  IndiAment,  or  Information,  (hall  be  tried, 
c<  (hall,  according  to  their^  or  his,  difcretion,  give  their,  or 
^*  his,  opinion  and  diredions  to  the  Jury,  on  the  matter  in 
^'  iflue  between  the  King  and  the  defendant,  or  defendants, 
<^  in  like  manner  as  in  other  criminal  cafes:  Provided  alfo, 
^'  that  nothing  herein  contained  (hall  extend^  to  prevent 
''  the  Jury  from  finding  a  fpecial  verdift,  in  their  difcrc- 
"  tion,  as  in  other  criminal  cafes :  Provided  alfo,  that,  in 
'<  cafe  the  Jury  fhall  find  the  defendant,  or  defenidants^ 
<<  guilty,  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  faid  defendant^ 
«<  or  defendants,  to  move  in  arreft  of  judgment,  on  fuch 
"  ground,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as,  by  law,  he,  or  they, 
"  might  have  done  before  the  paflSng  of  this  aft;  any  thing 
<«  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  not  with  (landing." 
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AREOPAGITICA: 

A  SPEECft  FOR  THB  LIBERTY  OP  UNLICENSED^ 
PRINTING, 

To  THE  PaRLIAMBNT  OF  ENGLAND. 

PutUsbed  in  November^  i644t 
BY  JOHN  MILTON,  THE  AUTHOR  OF  PARADISE  LOST. 

TikEvispoY  ^'  sxtlvo,  i'l  rts  ^iA£i  nroAfi 
XpTi^ov  Ti  /3WX£U/^*  eU  l^s^oy  ^epsiv,  s^wv, 
Ka)  ravJ*  o  y^'?«;v,  Xatfi,mpo(  M*:  i  [irj  ^eKuf^ 
St/a:  TI  TftTwy  s$iv  Walttpo>  XErdAfi  j 

Euripid.  llicetid. 

This  is  true  Liberty,  when  freeborn  men, 
f faving  to  advise  the  public,  may  speak  free. 
Which  he  who  can,  and  will,  deserves  high  praise; 
Who  neither  can,  nor  will,  may  hold  his  peace. 
What  can  b^juster  in  a  state  than  this  > 

Euripid.  Hicetid. 

THEY,  who  to  States  and  Governors  of  the  common- 
wealth direct  their  fpeech.  High  Court  of  Parliament  I 
or,  wanting  fuch  accefs,  in  a  private  condition,  write 
that  which  they  forefec  may  advance  the  publick  good^ 
I  fuppofe  them,  as. at  the  beginning  of  no  mean  en- 
deavour^ not  a  little  altered  and  moved  inwardly  in 
their  minds;  fome  with  doubt  of  what  will  be  the  fuc- 
cefs,  others  with  fear  of  what  wUl  be  the  cenfure;  fome 
with  hope,  others  with  confidence  of  what  they  have 
to  fpeak.  And  me  perhaps  each  of  thefe  difpofitions^ 
as  the  fubjeft  was  whereon  I  entered,  may  have  at 
other  times  variouily  affefted;  and  likely  might  in 
thefe  foremoft  expreffions  now  alfo  difclofe  which  of 
them  fwayed  moft,  but  that  the  very  attempt  of  this 
addrefs  thus  made,  and  the  thought  of  whom  it  hath 
rocourfe  to,  hath  got  the  power  within  me  to  a  paffion, 

far" 
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far   moFe  welcome   than    incidental    to   a    preface. 
Which  though  I  day  not  to  confcfs  ere  any  a(k>  I 
(ball  be  blanelefs^  if  it  b«  aa  other,  than  ibe  joy  and 
gratulation  which  it  briogs  to  all  who  wi(h  and  pro- 
mote their  country's  Tiberty;  whereof  this  whole  dif- 
courfe  pvopofed  will  be  ^  ^Krait  tefthnofiyy  if  not  a  tro- 
phy.   For  this  is  not  the  liberty  whioh  we  can  hope, 
*^  that  no  grievance  ever  fhould  arife  in  the  common* 
wealth  i"    That  let  no  man  in  this  world  expe^.  But, 
when  complaints  are  freely  heard,  deeply  con&dered, 
and  fpeedily  reformed,  theil  ii^  the  utttioft  bound  of  ci- 
vil liberty  attaint,  that  wile  men  look«for.    la  which 
if  I  now  manifeft,  by  ihe  very  found  of  this  which  I 
Ihall  utter,  that  we  are  already  in  good  part  arrived;  and 
yet  from  fuch  a  deep  difadvantage  of  tyranny  and  fu- 
perftitioQ  grounded  into  our  principles,  as  was  beyond 
the  manhood  of  a  Roman  recovery ;  it  will  be  attri- 
buted firft,  as  is  mod  due,  to  the  ftrong  afliftance  of 
God,  our  Deliverer;  next,  to  your  faithful  guidance  and 
undauflted  wifdom.  Lords  and  Commons  of  England ! 
Neither  is  it  in  God's  efteem,  the  dtmii^ution  of  his 
glory,  t^htn   honourable  things  are  fpoken  of  good 
Hitn,  and  worthy  magiftrates;  which  if  1  now  firft 
fhould  begin  to  do,  after  fo  fkhr  a  progrefs  of  your  laud'-* 
able  deeds,    and  fuch  a  long  oUigement  npon  the 
whde  ttsitn  to  youf  mdefafigable  virtues,  I  might  be 
juftty  reckoned  among  the  tardieft,  afid  the  unwilliogeft, 
of  <hem  that  praife  ye.  Nevertbelefs  there  being  three 
priMipal  things,  without  which  all  praifing  is  but 
courtfliip  and  flatter}*,  firft,  when  that  only  is  praifed 
vrhich  is  foKdIy  worth  praife;  next,  when  the  greateft 
likelihoods  are  brought,  that  fucK  things  are  traely 
aticl  really  in  thofe  perfbns,  to  whom  they  are  afcribed; 
the  other,  when  he  who  praifcs,  by  fhowing  that  fuch 
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his  adufti  p^foafioD  is  of  wjhoxn  ^  wfitesi  em  dev 
oumiUaid  thai  be  flatters  not;  Ihe  fbtvier  two  of  thefe 
I  have  beretofere  etldeavoUr«dy  tefeiling  the  6iiiploy-t 
mcttt  firom  bitfi  who  went^aboat  to  in^ir  your  iileritti 
witb  a  imial  aikl  maligihatit  enebidiiMB;  %bt  latter,  ad 
Mongbig  ehkfly  to  mine  own  acquittal  *^  tbat  Wbont 
I  lb  dtoUed  I  did  not  flatter/'  hdth  bten  lefenred  op-> 
^rtunely  to  tlib  occtfBoD^  For  be  who  fredy  magntUkft 
wbA  bath  been  nobly  done,  and  feais  not  tir  declare  ba 
imly  what  nigbt  be  dbne  better,  gives  ye^  the  bed  a>» 
vtoaat  of  bb  fidelity;  and  that  his  kyalcft  aifeaion 
alid  has  hope  wahs  on  yosr  (Srocecdingo.  His  bigbeft 
{Nteifing  is  not  flattery,  and  bis  plainefll  advice  is  a  kind 
of  praifii^;  fov,  thougk  Iflionld  alfain  and  hold  by  ar- 
gument, that  It  would  fiire  bettct  with  trutb^  witk  leanl«* 
log,  and  tbe  conunoiiwdakh,  if  one  of  yon^  publtfliod 
orders^  which  I  flMuld  name,  were  oalled'^in)  yet  aH  the 
ime  time  it  cobld  not  but  siticb  redound  to  die  loftre 
of  yOMt  mild  imd  fquad  government,  Whenaa  pririte 
periona  are  hereby  animate  to  think  ye  better  pleaiU 
with  publiok  advice^  than  oiher  ftatifla  have  beta  de- 
Ughled  heretofore  With  publiefc  flattery.  And  men  will 
Iben  fee  what  difier^nce  there  H  between  the  tnagnani^ 
mity  of  t  triennial  parfiament,  and  that  jedilous  baugb' 
tinefs  of  prelates  add  cabin^^oun^eUors*  tbat  ufurped  of 
hte^  when  as  they  fliall  obferve  ye,  in  the  midft  of  yOsir 
vidoriea  and  (beceflea,  more  gently  brt)oking  wt^itteit  ex** 
eeptioos  againft  a  voted  ordes,  than  other  eourts, 
which  had  produced  nothing  worth  mediory  but  the 
weak  oftentation  of  wealth,  would  have  endured  the 
kaft  ilgntied  diOihe  at  any  fudden  pTodaolatton.  If  I 
fliould  thns  fat!  preiunie  npon>  the  meek  demeanor  o£ 

*  Tikat  li^  cfbamber^outiMlloiiir  er  ^cMuiseilerft^^ifM  ii-e  ni- 
seabled  by  thm  king  io  a  private  chamber,  as  it  wore  in  the 
cabin  of  a  sbip^.to  give  him  advice  in  matters  of  state. 

youf 
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your  civil imd gentle  greatnefs.  Lords  and  Comindnd  !• 
as  what  your  publifhed  order  bath  direftly  faid,  that 
to  gainfay,  I  might  defend  myfelF  with  eafe,  if  any 
fhonid  accufe  me  of  being  new  or  infolent,  did  they, 
but  knoW  how  muchbetter  I  find  ye  efteem  it  to  imi-» 
tate  the  old  and  elegant  humanity  of  Gteece,  dian  the 
barbaric  pride  of  a  Hunhiih  and  Norwegian  ftatehnefs. 
And  out  of  thofe  ages,  to  whofe  polite  wifdom  and 
letters  we  owe  that  we  are  not  yet  Goths  and  Jutfcin- 
ders,  I  could  name  him  who  from  his  private  hdnfe 
wrote  that  difcourfe  to  the  pbiiiamem  of  Athens,  that 
perfuades  them  to  change  the  form  of  democraty  which 
was  then  eftabli(hed.  Such  honour  was  done  in  thofe 
days  to  men  who  profefled  the  ftudy  of  wifdom  aiid 
eloquence,  not  only  in  their  own  country,  but  in 
other  lands,  that  cities  and  figniories  heard  thent 
gladly,  and  with  great  refped,  if  they  had  aught  in 
publick  to  admonifii  the  ftate.  Thus  did  Dion  Prufaeus, 
a  ftranger  and  a  private  orator,  counsel  the  Rhodians 
againft  a  former  EldiA ;  and  I  abound  with  other  lik« 
examples,  which  to  fet  here  would  be  fuperfluous. 
But,  if  firoin  the  induftry  of  a  life  wholly  dedicated  to 
ftudioas  labours,  and  thofe  natural  endowments  haply* 
not  the  worft  for  two  and  fifty  degrees  of  northern  la- 
titude, fo  much  muft  be  derogated,  as  to  count  me 
not  equal  to  any  of  thofe  who  had  this  privilege^  I 
would  obtain  to  be  thought  not  fo  inferior,  as  your- 
felves  are  fupertor  to  the  moft  of  them  who  received 
their  counfel }  and  how  far  you  excel  them,  be'aflured. 
Lords  and  Commons  !  there  can  no  greater  teftimo- 
ny  appear,  than  when  your  prudent  fpirit  acknowledges 
and  obeys  the  voice  of  reafon,  from  what  quarter  fo- 
ever  it  be  heard  fpeaking ;  and  renders  ye  as  willing 
to  repeal  any  aft  of  your  own  fetting-forih  as  any  fet- 
forth  by  your  predeceflbrs. 

If 
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If  ye  be  thus  refolved,  (as  it  were  ii^ury  to 
Uiink  ye  were  not^)  I  know  not  wbdt  (houUi  ti'ilhbold  me 
fWmi  prtfentitig  ye  with  a  fit  inftance  wherein  to  (how 
both  that  love  of  truth  which  ye  eminently  profefs,  and 
that  uprightncftof  your  judgment  which  is  not  wont  tobe 
partial  to  yourfelvcs;  by  judging  overlain  that  order 
which  ye  have  ordained '<  to  regulate  printing;  that  no  J^^^' 
book>  paihphlet^  or  paper>  (hall  be  henceforth  printed,  Pv>tafaeiit 
unkfs  the  fame  be  firft  approved  and  licenfed  by  fuch,  pnntins 
or  at  kaft  one  of  fuch,  as  (hall  be  thereto  appointed/'  ^^^^^^ 
For  that  part  which  preferves  juftly  every  man't  copy 
to  himrelf,  or  provides  for  the  poor,  I  touch  not ;  only 
wifli  they  be  not  made  pretences  to  abufe  and  perfe« 
cute  boneft  and  painful  men,  who  offend  not  in  either 
of  thefe  particulars.    But  that  other  claufe  of  licenfing 
boob;,  which  we  thought  had  died  with  his  brother 
quadragefimal  and  matrimonial  when  the  prelates  expir- 
ed, 1  (hall  now  attend  with  fuch  a  homily,  as  (hall  lay 
before  ye,  firft  the  inventors  of  it,  to  be  ibofe  whom  ye 
will  be  loth  to  own;  next,  what  is  to  be  thought  inTiicplaa 
general  of  reading,  whatever  fort  the  books  be;  and'^^^r 
that  this  order  avails  nothing  to  the  fuppreffing  of  ^^f^* 
fcandalous,  feditious,  and  libellous  books,  which  were 
mainly  intended  to  be  fuppreflcd.     Laft,  that  it  will 
be  primely  to  the  difcouragement  of  all  learnings  and 
the  ftop  of  truth,  not  only  by  difexercifing  and-  blunt- 
ing our  abilities,  in  what  wc  know  already,  but  by 
hindering  and  cropping  the  discovery  that  might  be 
yet  further  made,  both  in  religious  and  civil  wifdom. 

I  deny  not  but  that  it  is  of  great  eft  con*  thegrai 
cemment  in  the  cliurch  and  commonwealth,  to  have  a  vir  '^^^^^n 
gilant  eye  how  books  demean  themfelves  as  well  as  men;  publick  •£- 
and  thereafter  to  confine,  imprifon,  and  do  (barpeft  jus- 
tice on  them  as  malefadtorb;  for  books  are  not  abfolutely 

o  dea4 
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dea()  tbtng»,  but  do  contain  a  potency  of  life  in  them* 
to  be  as  adive  as  that  foul  was  whofe  progeny  they 
are ;  nay,  they  do  preferve,  as  in  a  vial,  the  pureff 
efficacy  and  cxtradion  of  that  Tiving  inteUe&  that  bred 
them.  I  know  they  are  as  liTely,  and  as  vigoroufly 
produAiv^,  as  tbofe  fabnious  dragon's  teeth;  aqd,  being 

sequent*  fown  Up  and  dowQ,  may  chance  to  fpring-up armed  men. 

of«upprw-  j^jjj  ye*  Qu  the  other  hand,  unlefs  warinefs  be  ufcd,  aa 

sing  good  '     '  '  ' 

•net.         good  almoft  kill  a  mait  as  kill  a  good^book :  who  kills 

a  man  kills  a  reafonable  creature,  God*s  image;  but  ho 

who  defiroys  a  good  book,  kills  reaibn  itfelf^^  kills  the 

image  of  God,  as  it  were,  in  the  eye.    Ma^y  a  man 

lives  a  burden  to  the  earth ;  but  a  good  book  is  the 

precious  life-blood  of  a  mafter  fpirit,  imbalmed  and 

treafured-up  on  purpofe  to  a  Ufe  beyond  life.      It  is 

true,  no  age  can  reftorc  a  life,  whertot  perhaps  there 

is  no  great  lofs ;  and  revolutions  of  ages  do  not  oft 

recover  the  lofs  of  a  rejefled  troth,  for  the  want  of 

which  whole  nations  fare  the  worfe.    We  (hould  be 

wary  therefore  what  pcrfecution  we  raife  againft  the 

living  labours  of  publick  men,  how  we  fpill  that  feafoned 

life  of  man,  preserved  and  (lored-up  in  books ;  fince 

we  fee  a  kind  of  homicide  may  be  thus  committed, 

fometinies  a  martyrdom ;    and,   if  it    extend  to  the 

whole  impreffion,  a   kind  of  maflTacre,   whereof  the 

execution  ends  not  in  the  flaying  of  an  elemental  life^ 

hut  ftrikes  at  the  sethereal  and  fifth  eflence,  the  breath 

of  reafon  itfelf ;  flays  an  Immortality  rather  than  a  life. 

A  view  of   But,  left  I  ftiould  be  condemned  of  introducing  Hrcnce, 

thods  taken  while  I  oppofe  licenfing,  1  refufe  not  the  pains  to  be  k 

common"'  "^"ch  hiftorical,  as  will  fcrve  to  (how  what  hath  been 

wealths,  to  done  by  ancient  and  famous  commonwealths,  afiCAinft 

restrain  the       ^      ^  ^  ,  '     o 

publication  this  diforder,  till  the  very  time  that  this  pojeA  of  licenf- 
ous  books!  ingcrept-out  of  the  Inquifition,  was  catched-up  by  our 
J?rc>ates,  and  hath  caught  fome  of  our  Presfl[)yters. 

In 
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In  Athens^  where  books  and  wiu  were  In  Athens. 
ever  bufier  than  in  any  other  part  of  Greece,  I  find  but 
only  two  forts  of  writings  which  the  magiftrate  cared  to 
take  notice  of;  thofe  either  blafphemous  and  atbeiftical^ 
or  libellous.  Thus  the  books  of  Protagoras  were  by  the 
judires  of  Areopagus  comnxanded  to  be  burnt,  and  hin>« 
felf  baniflied  the  territory,  for  a  difcourfe,  begun  with 
his  confefling  not  to  know,  «^  whether  there  were  gods, 
or  whether  not/'  And  againd  defaming,  it  was  agreed 
that  none  (hould  be  traduced  by  name,  as  was  the 
manner  of  F^tus  Comoediay  whereby  we  may  guefs 
how  they  cenfured  libelling;  and  this  courfe  was  quick 
enough,  as  Cicero  writes,  to  quell  both  the  defperate 
wits  of  other  atheifts,  and  the  open  way  of  defaming, 
as  the  event  (hewed.  Of  other  fe£ls  and  opinions, 
though  tending  to  voluptuoufncfs,  and  the  denying  of 
Divine  providence,  they  took  no  heed.  Therefore  we 
do  not  read  that  either  £picurus,  or  that  libertine  fchool 
of  Cyrene,  or  what  the  Cynic  impudence  uttered,  was 
ever  queftioned  by  the  laws.  Neither  is  it  recorded, 
that  the  writings  ofthofe  old  comedians  were  fupprefled, 
though  the  afting  of  them  were  forbid  ;  and  that  Plato 
commended  the  reading  of  Ariftophanes,  the  loofell  of 
them  ai),  to  his  royal  fcholar  Dionyiius,  is  commonly 
knowoi  and  may  be  excufed,  if  holy  Chryfoftom^  as 
is  reported,  nightly  ftudied  fo  much  the  fame  author,  and 
had  the  art  to  cleanfe  a  fcurrilous  vehemence  into  the 
ftyle  of  a  roufing  femion. 

That  other  leading  city  of  Greece,  Lacedaemon,  con-  ^"  Laced* 
fidering  that  Lycurgus,  their  lawgiver,  was  fo  addided  to 
ci^ant  leaming^s  to  have  been  the  fird  that  brought  out 
of  Ionia  the  fcattered  works  of  Homejvand  fent  the  poet 
Thales  froraCreteto  prepare  and  monify  the  Spartan  fur- 
linefs  with  bis  fmoath  fongs  amiode?,  the  better  to  plant 
among  themlawand  civility ;  it  is  to  be  wondered  how 
o  2  nnifelefs 
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mufelefsand  cmboolciOi  they  were,  minding  nought  but 
thefeatsof  war.  Thereneedednoliceniingof  {>ook8  among 
them  ;   for  they    difliked   all   but  their  own  laconic 
apothegms,  and  took  a  flight  occaiion  to  chxfe  Archi- 
lochus  out  of  th^ir  city,  perhaps  for  compofing  in  a 
higher  drain  than  their  own  foldiery  ballads  and  rotin* 
dels  could  reach  to ;  or,  if  it  were  for  his  broad  verfes, 
they   were  not  therein  fo  cautious,  but  they  were  as 
diflblute    in   their  promifcuous    converfingj   whenre 
Euripides  affirms  in  Andromache,  that  their  women 
were  all  unchafte.    Thus  much  may  give  us  light  after 
what  fort  of  books  were  prohibited  among  the  Greeks. 
In  Rome.       '^^  Romans  alfo,  for  many  aged  trained-up  only  to 
a  military  roughnefs,  refembling  moft  the  Lacedxmo* 
nian  guife,   knew  of  learning  litlic   but  what  their 
twelve  tables  and  the  Pontific  college^  with  their  Angurs 
and  Flamins,  taught  them  in  religion  and  law ;  fo  unaC'^ 
quainted  with  other  learning,   that  when  Carneades 
and  Critolaus,  with  the  Stoic  Diogenes,  coming  Embaf- 
fadors  to  Rome,  took  thereby  occafion  to  give  the  city 
a  tafte  of  their  Philofophy,  they  were  fufpe£ked  for  fe- 
ducers  by  no  lefs  a  man  than  Cato  the  Cenfor,  who  mnr- 
ed  it  in  the  fenate  to  difmifs  them  f|ieedily,  an^  to  banifli 
all  fuch  Attic  babblers  out  of  Italy.     But  Scipio  and 
others  of  the  nobleil  fcnators  withftood  him  and  his 
old  Sabin  aufterity ;  honoured  and  admired  the  men  ; 
and  the  Cenfor  himfclf  at  laft,  in  his  old  age,  fell  to  tha 
ftudy    of  that  whereof  before  he  was  fo  fcrupulous. 
And  yet  at  the  fame  time,  Nsevius  and  Plauius,  the 
firft  Latin  comedians,  had  filled  the  city  with  all  the 
borrowed  fcenes  of  Menander  and  Philemon:     Then 
began  to  be  confidered  there  alfo  what  was  to  be  done 
to  libellous  books  and  authors  :  for  Nsevius  was  quick- 
ly call  into  prifon  for  his  unbridled  pen,  and  releafed 
by  the  tribunes  upon  hit  recantation.    We  read  alfo 

that 
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thai  libeU  were  bumt^  and  the  makers  puniihed  by  Au- 
guftus.  The  like  feverity,  no  doubt,  was  uied,  if  aught 
were  impiouily  written  agatnft  their  efteemed  gods. 
Except  in  thefe  two  points,  how  the  work!  went  in 
books,  the  magiftrate  kept  no  reckoning.  And  there- 
fore Lucretius,  without  impeachment, verfifies  his  Epicu- 
rifm  to  Memmius,  and  had  the  honour  to  be  fet-ibrth 
the  fecond  time  by  Cicero,  fo  great  a  father  of  the 
commonweahh ;  although  himfelf  difputes  againft 
that  opinion  in  his  own  writings.  Nor  was  the  fatiri* 
cal  (harpnef?,  or  naked  plainnefs,  of  Lucilius,  or  Catul- 
lus, or  Flaccus,  by  any  order  prohibited.  And  for 
matters  of  ftate,  the  ftory  of  Titus  Livius,  though  it 
extolled  that  part  which  Pompey  held,  was  not  there- 
fore fuppreffed  by  06tavius  Caefar,  of  the  other  &£lion. 
But  that  Nafo  was  by  him  banifted  in  his  old  age,  for 
the  wanton  poems  of  his  youth,  was  but  a  mere  covert 
of  ilate  over  fonic  fecret  caufe;  and  befidcs,  the  books 
were  neither  baniffied  nor  called-in.  From  hence  we 
fhall  meet  with  little  elfe  but  tyranny  in  the  Roman 
empire,  that  we  may  not  marvel,  if  not  fo  often  bad 
as  good  books  were  filenced.  I  fliall  therefore  deem 
to  have  been  large  enough,  in  producing  what  among 
the  ancients  was  fo  punifhabic  to  write,  fave  only 
which,  all  other  arguments  were  free  to  treat  on. 

By  this  time  the  Emperors  were  become  Chriftians^  2Snn*h 
whofe  difcipllne  in  this  point  I  do  not  find  to  have  minncr,the 
been  more  fevere  than  what  was  fermeriy  in  praAiccu  Ifdlngtt^ 
The  books  of  thofe  whom  they  took  lobe  grand  Here-  ^^^ 

tics,  were  examined,  refuted,  and  condemned  in  the  •t«»n«d,un- 

.  .  ,   .  der  the  Ro- 

General  Councils ;  and  not  till  then  were  prohibited,  or  nuuiEnipc- 

burnt  by  authority  of  the  Kmperor.     As  for  the  writ- [hey  were 

ings  of  heathen  authors,  unlcfs  ihey  were  plain  invec- ^^J^^'^^^ 

4ivc$  againft  Chriilianity,  lis  thofe  of  Porphyrins  and 

p  3  jProclus, 
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•Proclos^  they  met  with  no  interdi£i  that  can  be  cited) 
till  about  the  year  4oo,   in  a  Carthaginian  Council, 
.wherein  biihops  tbemfelves  were  forbid  to  read^  the 
•books  of  Gentiles,  but  Herefies  they  might  read  ^  while 
•others, long  before  them,  on  the  contrary  fcrupled  more 
•the  books  of  Heretics,  than  of  Gentiles.  •And  that  the 
primitive  Councils  and  Bi(hops  were  wont  only  to  de- 
clare what  books  were  not  commendable,  pacing  no 
further,  but  leaving  it  to  each  one's  confcience  to  read 
or  to  lay-by,  till  after  the  year  800,  is  obferved  already 
by  Padre  Paolo,  the  great  unmalker  of  the  Trentine 
bcgln°S"  Council.    After  which  time  the  Popes  of  Rome,  en- 
prohibir  the  grofling  wbat  tbcy  pleafed  of  political   rule  into  their 
books  that  own  hands,  extended  their  dominion  over  men's  eyes, 
l*iked,  about**  ^^ey  had  before  over  their  judgments,  burning,  smi 
^800^"'^      prohibiting  to  be  read,  what  they  fancied  not  5  yet  fpar- 
ing  in  their  cenfures,  and  the  books  not  many  which 
they  fo  dealt  with ;  till  Martin  the  Fifth,  by  his  bull 
not  only  prohibited,  but  was  the  firft  that  excommuni- 
cated the  readers  oi  heretical  books ;  for  about  that 
time  WicklifFe  and  Hufle,  growing  terrible,  were  they 
who  (irft  drove  the  Papal  Court  to  a  (Irider  policy  of 
prohibiting.     Which  courfe  Leo  the  Tenth  and  his 
fu'cceflbrs  followed  y  until  the  Council  of  Trent,  and 
the  Spaniih  Inquifition,  engendering  together,  brought- 
ibrth,  or  perfefiked,  ^hofe  catalogues  and  expurging.  In- 
dexes, that  rake  through  the  entrails  of  many  an  old 
good  author,  with  a  violation  worfe  than  any  could  be 
offered  to  his  tomb.    Nor  did  they  ftay  in  matters  here- 
tical ;  but  any  fubjefk,  that  was  not  to  their  palate, 
ihey  either  condemned  in  a  prohibition,  or  had  it 
At  last,       ftraight  into  the  new  Purgatory  of  an  Index.  .  To  fill- 
fimeof  Oic  ^P  ^^^  meafure  of  encroachment,  their  laft  invention 
Council  cf  ^^g  jQ  ordain  that  no  book,  pamphlet,    or   paper, 

Ihould 
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Q^QvA^  be  printed,  (as  if  St.  Peter  hjd  bequeathed  them  '^^J;^^ 
the  keys  of  the  prefs  alfo  as  well  as  of  Paradife)  unlefs  thatnoneW 
it  were  approved  and  licenfed  under  the  hands  of  two  ^  panted 
;or  ihree  gluttonous  friars.     For  example :  b^n  a»^ 

moved  by  a 
Let  the  cbaacellor  Cini  be  pl«afed  to  fee  if  in  this  ucenser. 

prefent  work  be  contained  aught  (jhat  Inay  mth** 
iland  the  printing ; 

Vincent  Rabbata,  Vicar  of  Florence. 

T  have  feen  this  prefent  work,  and  find  nothing 
athwart  the  catholic  faith  and  good  manners  ; 
in  witnefs  whereof  I  have  given,  8cc. 

Nicolo  Cini,  Chancellor  of  Florence. 

Attending  the  precedent  relation,  it  is  allowed 
that  this  prefent  work  of  Davauzati  may  i»e  printed: 

Vincent  Rabatta,  &«• 
It  may  be  printed,  July  15. 

Friar  Simon  Mompei  d'  Amelia,  Chancellor  of 
the  Holy  Office  in  Fiorence. 

Sure  they  have  a  conceit,  if  he  of  the  bottomlefs  pit 
had  not  long  fince  broke  prifon,  that  the  quadruple 
e:(orcifm  would  bar  him  'down.  I  fear  their  next  de- 
fign  will  be  to  get  into  their  cuftody  the  licenfing  of 
that  which  they  fay  Claudius  intended*,  but  went  not 
through  with.  Vouchfafe  to  fee  another  of  their  forms, 
the  Roman  damp ; 

Imprimatur,  If  it  feem  good  to  the  Reverend  Maftftr 
of  the  Holy  Palace.  Belcaftro,  Vicegerent. 

Imprimatur,  Friar  Nicholo  Rodolphi,  Matter  of 
the  Holy  Palace. 

.«  Quo  vcniam  daret  Hatum  crepitumquc  yentiis  in  convivio 
emittendi.    Suetonius,  in  Claudio. 

o  4  Sotnetimes 
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The  Bi-  Somctipics  fivc  Imprimatur;  arc  feen  together  dia-: 
•hopi.m  logue«wife  in  the  piaUa  of  one  tftlepagc,  compliment* 
ihefop^s,  ing  and  ducking  each  to  other  with  their  (haven  reve- 
^te^iiom  'cnccs,  whether  the  author,  who  (lands-by  in  perplexi- 
?mo  ?!?*'"*  ty  at  the  foot  of  hit  cpiftlc,  fliall  to  the  prcfs  or  to  the 
Und,  fpunge.    Thefe  are  the  pretty  refponfories,— thefe  are 

^be  dear  antiphonies,— that  fo  )>ewitched  of  late  our  Pre- 
lates and  their  chaplainsi  with  the  goodly  echo  they 
piad,^;  and  ))^fqtte4  us  to  the  gay  ipiitation  of  a  lordly 
Imfirimaiur,  one  from  Lambeth- houfe,  another  from 
the  Weft  ei^d  of  Paul's ;  fo  apjflily  comanizing,  that 
the  word  of  command  ftill  ws^s  fet-down  in  Latin  ;  as 
if  the  learned  grammatical  pen  that  wrote  it  would  caft 
no  ink  witboi^t  Latin ;  or  perhaps,  as  they  thought, 
becaufc  no  vulgar  tongue  was  worthy  Jo  exprefs  the 
pure  conceit  of  an  Imprimatur ;  but  rather,  as  I  hope, 
for  that  our  Englifli,  the  language  pf  meq  ev^r  £)mou8 
and  forempft  in  the  ^chieve^ients  of  liberty,  will  not 
^fily  find  fervile  letters  enow  to  fpell  fuch  a  dilatory 
prefumption  Englifhed.  And  thus  ye  have  the  inven- 
tors^ and  the  original,  of  book-licenfing  ripped^up,  and 
drawn  as  lineally  as  any  pedigree.  We  have  it  nor, 
that  can  be  heard- of,  from  any  ancient  State,  or 
Polity,  or  Church,  nor  by  any  Statute  left  us  by  our  an- 
ceflors,  elder  or  later;  nor  from  the  modem  cuftom  of 
any  reformed  City,  or  Church,  abroad ;  but  from  the 
mofl:  ahtichriftian  Council,  and  the  mod  tyrannous  Tn- 
quifition,  that  ever  enquired.  Til|  then  books  were 
f  yer  as  freely  admitted  into  the  world  as  any  other  birth ; 
the  ifTue  of  the  brain  was  no  more  Rifled  than  the  iflue 
of  the  womb ;  no  envious  Juno  (at  crofs-»legged  over  the  < 
nativity  of  any  man's  intelle£tual  ofTspringi  bur,tf  it  prov- 
ed a  monfter,  who  denies  but  that  it  was  juftly  burnt. 
Of  funk  ipto  the  fca  ?  But  that  a  book,  ip  wo>rfe  con- 
dition 
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dition  than  a  peccant  fouI|  (hould  be  to  (Und  before  a 
jury  ere  it  be  bom  to  the  world,  and  under^  yet  in 
(krknefs  the  judgment  of  Radamantb  and  his  col- 
leaguesy  ere  it  can  pafa  the  ferry  backward  into  light, 
was  never  heard  before,  till  that  myilerious  iniquity, 
provoked  and  troubled  at  tlie  firft  entrance  of  Informa- 
tion, fought-out  new  Limboes  and  new  Hells  wherein 
they  might  include  our  books  alfo  within  the  number 
of  their  damned.  And  this  was  the  raremorfel  To  ofE* 
cioufly  fnatched-up,  and  fo  ilUfavouredly  imitated  by 
our  Inqutfiturient  Biibops,  and  the  attendant  Minorites, 
their  chaplains.  That  ye  like  not  now  thefe  moft  cer- 
tain authors  of  this  Ucenfing  order,  and  that  all  linifter 
-intention  was  far  diftaf^t  from  your  thoughts,  when  ye 
were  importuned  the  paffing  it,  all  men  who  know  the 
Integrity  of  your  a£tion$,  and  how  ye  honour  trutlh  will 
clear  ye  readily. 

But  fome  will  fay,  ^^  what  though  the  inventors  were 
bad  ?  the  thing  for  all  that  may  be  good/^  It  may  fo ; 
yet,  if  that  thing  be  no  fticb  deep  invention,  but  obvi- 
ous and  eafy  for  any  man  to  light-on,  and  yet  the  beft 
and  wifeft  commonwealths  through  all  ages  and  occa- 
fions  have  forbom  to  ufe  it,  and  falfeft  feducers  and  op- 
preflbrs  of  men  were  the  firft  who  took  it  up,  and  to 
no  other  purpofe  but  to  obftrufk  and  hinder  the  firft 
approach  of  reformation ;  I  am  of  thofe  who  believe, 
it  will  be  a  harder  alcbymy  than  Lullius  ever  knew,  to 
foblimate  any  good  ufe  out  of  fuch  an  Invention.  Yet 
this  only  is  what  I  requeft  to  gain  from  this  reafon, 
"  that  it  may  be  held  a  dangerous  add  fufpicious  fruir, 
(as  certainly  it  deferves,  for  the  tree  that  bore  it,)  untill 
can  diffeft,  one  by  one,  the  properties  it  has."  But  I 
have  firft  to  Cnifli,  .as  was  propounded,  what  is  to  be 
thought  in  general  of  reading  books,  whatever  fort 

they 
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Of  theef.    ihey  be.  and  whelber  be  more  the  benefit  or  the  liaroi 

-feet  of  lead-        '       ' 

ingaiisofu  that  theoce  proceeoa. 

of  hrvtlca 

and  whc-  Not  to  infift  upon  the  examplea  of  Mofea^  Daniel^ 
^m^S^  and  Paul,  who  were  (kilful  in  all  the  learning  of  the 
or  harm.  Egyptians,  Chaldeans,  and  Greeks,  whicfar  could  not 
probably  be  without  reading  their  books  of  all  forts,  in 
Paul  efpecially,  who  thought  it  no  defilement  to  infert 
into  holy  fcripture  the  fentences  of  three  Greek  poets, 
and  one  of  them  a  tragedian.  The  queftion  was  notwitfa^ 
(landing  fometimes  controverted  among  the  primitive 
.dodors ;  but  with  great  odds  on  that  fide  which  afiirm»> 
ed  it  both  lawful  and  profitable ;  ad  was  then  evidently 
"N.  B.  Tcrcetved,  when  Julian,  the  Apoftatc,  and  fubtleft  ene^ 
my  to  our  faith,  made  a  decree  forbidding  Chriftian^ 
the  ftudy  of  heathen  learning ;  ^'  for,  faid  he,  they 
'^  wound  us  with  our  own  weapons,  and  with  our  own 
*'  arts  and  fciences  they  overcome  us/'  And  indeed  the 
Chriflians  were  put  fo  to  their  fhifts  by  this  crafly 
means,  and  fo  much  in  danger  to  decline  into  all  igno- 
rance, that  the  two  ApoUinarii  were  fain,  as  a  man 
may  fay,  to  coin  all  the  fe^«en  liberal  fciences  out  of  the 
Bible,  reducing  it  into  divers  forms  of  orations,  poems, 
<}ialogues,  even  to  the  calculating  of  a  new  chriftian 
grammar.  But,  faith  the  hiftorian  Socrates,  the  Provi- 
dence of  God  provided  better  than  the  induftry  of  Apol- 
linarius  and  his  fon,  by  taking-away  that  illiterate  law 
with  the  life  of  him  who  devifed  it.  So  great  an  in- 
jury they  then  held  it  to  be  deprived  of  Hellenic  learn- 
ing ;  and  thought  it  a  perfecution  more  undennining, 
and  fecretly  decaying  the  church,  than  the  open  cruel- 
ty of  Decius  br  Dioclefian.  And  perhaps  it  was  with  the 
fame  politic  drift  that  the  devil  whipped  St.  Jerom  in 
a  lenten  dream,  for  reading  Cicero ;  or  elfe  it  was  a 
pbantafm^  bred  by  the  f^ver  which  had  then  feized 
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hitn.    For  had  an  angel  been  hia  difcipliner,  unlefs  li 
were  for  dwelling  too  mueh  on  Ciceronianirms,  and 
had  chadifed  the  reading,  not  the  vanity,  it  had  been 
plainly  partial ;  firft  to  correct  him  for  grave  Cicero,  and 
not  for  fcurril  Plautus,  whom  he  confefles  to  have  been 
reading  not  long  before ;  next  to  correct  bim  only,  amd 
let  fo  many  more  ancient  fathers   wax  pld  in  ihofe 
pleafant  and  florid  iladies  without  the  lafli  of  fuch  a 
tutoring  apparition ;  infomuch  that  Bafil  teaches  how 
"  fome  good  ufe  may  be  made  of  Margites,  a  fportful 
poem,  not  now  extant,  writ  by  Hom^r;  and  why  not 
then  of  Morgante,  an  Italian  romance  much  to  the  fame 
purpofe  ?    But,  if  it  be  agreed  we  (hall  be  tried  by  vi* 
fions,  thei^  is  a  vifioi\  recorded  by  Eufebius,  far  ancl- 
enter  than  this  tale  of  Jerom,  to  the  nun  Euftochium, 
and  befides,  has  nothing  of  a  fever  in  it.    Dionyfius 
Alejcandrinus  was,  about  tl^e  year  240,  a  perfon  of  great 
name  in  the  church,  for  piety  and  learning,  who  had 
wont  to  avail  himfelf  much  againft  heretics,  by  being 
converfant  in  their  books ;    until  a  certain  prefbyter 
laid  it  fcrupuloufly  to  his  confciencc,  how  he  durft  ven- 
ture himfelf  among  ihofe  defiling  volumes.     The  wor« 
thy  man,  loth  to  give  ofience,  fell  into  a  new  debate 
with  himfelf  what  was  to  be  thought ;    when  fuddenly 
a  vifion  fent   from  God,    (it  is  his  own  epiftle  that 
avers  it,)  confirmed  h\m  in  thefe  words  :  ^^  Read  any 
books  whatever,  that  come  to  thy  hands  ;  for  thou  art 
fttfficient  both  to  judge  aright,  and  to  examine  each 
matter."  To  this  revelation  he  aflented  the  fooner,  as  he 
confefles,  becaufe  it  was  anfwerable  to  that  of  the 
Apoflle  to  the  Theflalonians  ^  <'  Prove  all  things,  hold 
fail  that  which  is  good."     And  he  might  have  added 
another  remarkable  faying  of  the  fame  author:  "  To 
the  pure,  all  things  are  pure ;"  not  only  meats  and 
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drinks,  but  al]  kind  of  knowltrdge^  whether  of  good  or 
evil;  the  knowledge  cannot  defile,  nor  confequentty 
the  books,  if  the  wil]  and  confcience  be  not  defiled. 
¥ot  books  are  as  meats  and  viands  are ;  foine  of  good, 
fomeof  evil  fubilance;  and  yet  God  in  ihat  unapocry- 
|)1W  vifionfaid  without  exception,  "Rife,  Peter;  kill 
and  eat;"  leaving  the  choice  to  each  man's  discretion. 
Wholefome  meats  to  a  vitiated  ftoniach  differ  Kule  or 
nothing  from  unwholefome;  and  bcft  books  to  a 
naughty  mind  are  not  unapplicablc  to  occafions  of  evil. 
Bad  meats  will  fcarce  breed  good  nourifliment  m  the 
healthied  conco6lion  ;  but  herein  tlie  diflerence  is  of 
iiad  books,  that  th?y  to  a  difcreet  and  judicious  reader 
ferve  in  many  refpcfts  to  difcovcr,  to  confute,  to  fore- 
warn, and  to  tituftrate.  Whereof  what  better  wrtnefs 
can  ye  expeft  I  fl)ouId  produce,  than  one  of  your  own 
body,  now  fitting  in  parliament,  the  chief  of  learned  men 
reputed  in  this  land,  Mr.  Seldea  ;  whofe  volume  of  na« 
tural  and  national  laws  proves,  not  only  by  great  att- 
thorities  brought  together,  but  by  exquifite  reafous  and 
theorems  almoft  mathematically  demonftrative,  that  all 
opinions,  yea  errours,  known,  read,  and  collated,  are  of 
main  fervrce  and  ailiQance  toward  the  fpecdy  attain- 
TUc  liberty  ment  of  what  is  trueft.  I  conceive,  therefore,  that,whea 
what  books  God  did  enlarge  the  unK'erfal  diet  of  man's  body  (fav- 
wcH  as'thai  "^S  ^^^  *^^  ^^^  ^^  temperance,)  he  then  alfa,  as  be- 
•f  chusing  fure,)eft  arbitrary  the  dieting  and  repaftingofour  mihds, 
ID  fccd-on,  as  wherein  every  mature  man  might  have  %o  jexercife  hh 
Sfto  every  own  leading  capacity.     How  great  a  virtue  is  temper- 


lo^sown  ajice,  how  much  of  moment  throorfi  the  whole  life  of 
man !  Yet  Gt>d  commits  the  managing  fo  great  a  fcruft 
without  particular  law  or  prefcripiion,  wholly  to  the 
demeanour  of  every  groyvn  man.  And  therefore,  when 
he  himfelf  tabled  the  Jews  from  Heaven,  that  omjer, 
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which  was  every  man- s  daily  portion  of  manna,  is  coxti* 
puted  t9  have  been  more  than  might  have  well  fufficed 
the  heartieft  feeder  thrice  as  many  meals.  For  thofe 
anions  which  enter  into  a  man,  rather  than  ifiiie  out 
of  him,  and  therefore  defile  not,  God  ufes  not  to  cap- 
tivate ander  a  perpetual  childhood  of  prefcription,  but 
trufis  him  with  the  gift  of  reafon  to  be  his  own  choo* 
fer.  There  were  but  little  work  left  for  preaching,  if  Law 
and  Compulfion  ihould  grow  fo  fad  upon  thofe  things 
which  heretofore  were  governed  only  by  Exhortation. 
Solomon  informs  us,  that  *<  much  reading  is  a  wearinefs 
to  the  flefti:''  but  neither  he,  nor  any  other  infpircd  au* 
thor,  tells  us  that  fuch,  or  fucii,  reading  is  lailtwful.  Yet 
certainly,  had  God  thought  good  to  limit  us  herein,  it 
had  been  much  more  expedient  to  have  told  us  what  was 
unlawful,  than  what  was  wearifome.  As  for  the  burn* 
ing  of  thofe  Ephefian  books  by  St.  Paul's  converts ; 
it  is  replied,  the  books  were  magic,  the  Syriac  fo  ren- 
ders them.  It  was  a  private  aA,  a  voluntary  ad,  and 
leaves  us  to  a  voluntary  imitation  :  the  men  in  remorfe 
burnt  ihofe  books  which  were  their  own  ;  the  magif- 
trate  by  this  example  is  not  appointed :  thefe  men  prac- 
tifed  the  books ;  another  nfigbt  perhaps  have  read  them 
in  fome  fort  ufefuliy.  Good  and  Evil,  wc  know,  in  the 
field  of  this  world  grow-up  together  almoft  infcparably } 
and  the  knowledge  of  good  is  fo  involved  and  interwo* 
ven  with  the  knowledge  of  evil,  and  in  fo  many  cunning 
refemblancc#  hardly  to  be  difccrned,  that  thofe  confof- 
ed  feeds  which  were  impofcd  upon  Pfyche  as  an  incef- 
fant  labour  to  cull-out,  and  furt-afundcr,  were  not  more 
intermixed.  It  was  from  out  the  rind  of  one  apple 
tailed,  that  the  knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil,  as  two 
twins  cleaving-togcthtT,  Icajied- forth  into  the  world. 
And,  perhaps,  tlii?  is  that  doom,  which  Adam  fcll-into, 
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of  knowings  good  and  evilj  that  is  to  fay,  o^  knowing 
Good  by  Evil.  -As  therefone  the  ftate  of  man  now  is ; 
what  wifdom  can  there  be  to  choofe,  what  continence 
to  forbear,  without  the  knowledge  of  evil  ?  He  that 
can  apprehend  and  confider  vice  with  all>  her  baits  and 
feeming  pleafures,  and  yet  abftain,  and  yet  diftinguiih, 
and  yet  prefer,  that  which  is  truly  better,  he  is  the  true 
warfaring  Chriftian.  I  cannot  praife  a  ftigitive  and 
cloiftered  virtue,  unexercifed  and  unbreathed ;  that  never 
fallies-out  and  fees  her  adverfary,  but  flinks  out  of  the 
race,  where  that  immortal  garland  is  to  be  run-for,  not 
without  dull  and  heat.  Ailuredly  we  bring  not  inno* 
cence  into^the  world ;  we  bring  impurity  much  rather: 
that  which  purifies  us  is  Trial;  and  Trial  is  by  what  is 
contrary.  That  virtue  therefore  which  is  but  a  young^; 
ling  in  the  comtemplation  of  evil,  and  knows  not  the 
utmoft  that  vice  proroifes  to  her  followers,  and  rejeds 
it,  is  but  a  blank  virtue,  not  a  pure;  her  whitenefs 
is  but  an  excremental  whitenefs ;  which  was  the  reafon 
why  our  fage  and  ferious  poet  Spenfer,  (whom  I  dare 
be  known  to  think  a  better  teacher  than  Scotus  or 
Aquinas,)  defcribing  true  Temperance  under  the  perfon 
of  Guion,  brings  him  in  with  his  palmer  through  the 
cave  of  Mammon,  and  the  power  of  earthly  blifs ;  that 
he  might  fee  and  know,  and  yet  abftain.  Since  there- 
fore the  knowledge  and  furvey  of  vice  is  in  this  world 
fo  neceffary  to  the  conftituling  of  human  virtue;  and  the 
fcanning  of  errour  to  the  confirmation  of  truth  ;  bow 
can  we  more  fafely,  and  with  Icfs  danger,  fcout  into  the 
regions  of  fin  and  falfity,  than  by  reading  all  manner  of 
tradates,  and  hearing  all  manner  of  reafon  ?  And 
this  is  the  benefit  which  may  be  had  of  bodks  promif- 
cuoufly  read. 

But  of  the  harm   that  may   refult    hence,    three 
kinds  are  ufually   reckoned.     Firft,  is  feared  the  in- 
fection 
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&&ioa  that  may  rpread«  But  then,  all  human  learn* 
iog  and  controverfy  in  religious  points  muft  remove 
out  of  the  world ;  yea^  the  Bible  itfelf :  for  that  oftlimes 
relates  blafpbemy  no(  nicely^^  it  defcribes  the  carnal 
fenfe  of  wicked  men  not  unelegantly ;  it  brings-in  holi^ 
eft  men  paffionately  murmuring  againft   Providence- 
through  all  the  arguments  of  Epicurus  :  in  other  great 
difputea  it  anfwers  dubioully  and  darkly  to  the  common 
reader ;  and  alk  a  Talmudift  what  ails  the  modefty  of 
his  marginal  Ktti,  that  Mofes  and  all  the  prophets  can-r 
not  pcrfoade  him  to  pronounce  the  textual  Chetiv. 
For  thefe  caufcs  we  all  know  the  Bible  itfelf  is  put  by 
the  papift  into  the  firft  rank  of  prohibited  books* 
The  ancienteft  fathers  muft  be  next  removed,  as  Cle- 
ment of  Alexandria^  and  that  Eufebian  book  of  Evan^ 
gelic  Preparation,    tranfmitting  our  ears  through  a 
hoard  of  heathenifii  ohfcenities,  to  receive  the  gofpel. 
Who  finda  not  that  Irenseus,  Epiphanius,  Jerom,  and 
others,  ditcover  more  herefiea  than  they  well  confute, 
and  take  thai  oft  for  herefy  which  is  the  truer  opinion  } 
Nor  boots  it  to  fay  for  these,  and  all  the  heathen  wri- 
ters of  greateft  infe&ion  (if  it  muft  be  thought  fo^)  with 
whom  is  bound-up  the  life  of  human  learning,  that' 
they  writ  in  an  unknown  tongue,  so  long  as  we  are 
fare  thofe  languages  are  known  as  well  to  the  worft  of 
men,  who  are  bq^h  moft  able,  and  moft  diligent,  to  in^* 
ftil  the  poifon  they  fuck,  firft,  into  the  courts  of  princes^ 
acqaainting  tbem  with  the  choiceft  delights,  and  cri- 
ticifma  of  fin.  As  perhaps  did  that  Petronius,  whom  Ne- 
ro called  his  arbiter ^  the  mafter  of  his  revels  f   and 
ttei  nolorioua  ribald  of  Arezzo,  dreaded  and  yet  dear  to 
the  Italian  courtiers.     I  name  not  him  for  poftcrity*s 
iake,  whom  Henry  the  Eighth  named  in  merriment  his 
vicar^'^f  Hell.    By  .Mrhich  compendious  way  all  the 

contagion 


S08 

contagion  that  foreign  books  catf  infu(e  ^\\\  find  a  fAC^ 
fage  to  the  people  far  eafier  and  (horter  than  an  Indian 
voyage,  (though  it  could  be  failed  either  by  the  north  of 
Cataio  eaftward,  or  of  Canada  weftward,)  while  oufr 
Spanifli  Licenfing  gags  the  Englifh  prefi  never  foffevere- 
]y«  But  on  the  other  fide,  that.infeAion  which  is* 
from  books  of  controverfy  in  religion,  is  more  doobtful 
and  dangerous  to  the  learned,  than  to  the  ignorant^ 
and  yet  thofe  books  muft  be  permitted  untouched  by 
the  Licenfer.  It  will  be  bard  to  inftaoce  where  any  tg*' 
norant  man  hath  been  ever  feduced  by  any  papiftical 
book  in  Englifii,  unlefs  it  were  commended  and  ex^ 
pounded  to  him  by  fonie  of  that  cleigy ;  and  indeed  all 
fuch  tradates,  whether  falfe  or  true,  are  as  the  prophe- 
cy of  Ifaiah  was  to  the  Eunuch,  not  to  be  *^  underftood 
without  a  guide.''  But  of  our  priefts  and  dodors  how 
many  have  been  corrupted  by  fiudying  the  comments 
of  Jefuits  and  Sorbonifis,  and  how  fall  they  could 
iransfufe  that  corruption  into  the  people,  our  experience 
is  both  late  and  fad^  It  is  not  forgot,  fince  the  acute 
and  diftinA  Arminius  was  perverted  merely  by  the  pe- 
ruling  of  a  namelefs  difcourfe  written  at  Delft,  which 
at  firll  he  took  in  band  to  confute.  Seeing  therefore 
that  thofe  books,  and  thofe  in  great  abundance  which 
are  likelieft  to  taint  both  .life  and  do£trine,  cannot  be 
fuppreflcd  without  the  fall  of  learnings  and  of  all  ability 
in  dirputation,  and  that  tbcfe  books  of  either  fort  are 
mod  and  foonell  catching  to  the  learned,  (from  whom 
to  the  common  people  whatever  is  heretical  or  diflbhite 
may  quickly  be  conveyed,)  and  that  evil  nuuinersareas 
perfedly  learnt  without  books  in  a  thoufand  other  ways 
which  cannot  be  (lopptxl,  and  evil  do&rine  not  witfi 
books  can  propagate,  except  a  teacher  guide,  vvhich  he 
might  alfo  do  without  writing,  and  fo  beyond  prohibit- 
ing; 


209 

lugj  t  am  not  able  to  unfold^  how  this  ciutelous 
eoferprtze  of  Licenfiog  tan  be  exempted  from  the  num- 
ber of  vain  and  impoffibte  attempts.  And  he  who 
were  pleafantly  difpofedt  could  not  well  avoid  to  liken 
it  to  the  exploit  of  that  gallant  man^  who  thought  to 
pountt^up  the  ciows  by  ihuttiag  his  park-gate,  Befides 
another  inconvenience,  if  learned  men  be  the  firft  re- 
ceivers out  of  books,  and  difpreaders  both  of  vice  and 

'  errour,  how  (hall  the  Licenferg  themfelves  be  confided- 
ill,  unlefs  we  can  confer  upon  them,  or  they  afflinie  to 
themfelves,  above  all  others  in  the  land>  the  grace  of 
infallibility  and  imcorruptednefs  ?  And  again,  if  it  be 
true,  that  a  wife  man,  like  a  good  refiner,  can  gather 
gold  out  of  the  droffieft  volume,  and  that  a  fool  will  be  a 
§ool  wkb  the  beft  book,  yea,  or  without  any  book ;  there 
is  no  reafon  that  we  Aiould  deprive  a  wife  man  of  any 
advantage  to  his  wifdom^  while  we  leek  to  reftrain 

'fi73m  a  fbd  that  which,  being  reftrained^will  be  no  bin- 
derance  to  his  folly.  For,  if  there  ihould  be  fo  much 
exa£lne&  always  ufed  to  keep  that  from  him  which  is 
unfit  for  his  reading,  we  ihould,  in  the  judgment,  not 
only  oCAriftolle,  but  of  Solomon,  and  of  our  Saviour, 
not  vouchfafe  him  good  precepts,  and  by  confequencc 
not  willingly  admit  him  to  good  books }  as  being  cer- 
tain that  a  wife  man  will  make  a  better  ufe  of  an  idle 
pamphlet,  than  a  fool  will  do  of  facred  fcripture. 

tt  is  next  alledged,  that  we  muftnot  expofeour  felves 
ta  temptations  without  neceflity;  and  next  to  that,  not 
eitipW  our  time  in  vain  things.  To  both  thefe  objec- 
lions  one  anfwer  will  fervc,  out  of  the  grounds  already 
laid,  ^*  that  to  all  men  fuch  books  are  not  temptations, 
nor  tinities :  but  [to  many  are  ]  ufeful  drugs  and  materials 
wherewith  to  temper  and  compofe  eflFeftive  and  ftrong 
med!«?i#»e«,  wbitrh  man's  life  cannot  want."     The  reft, 
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as  children  ind  childifh  mcn^  who  have  not  the  art  to 
qualify  and  prepare  thefe  working  minerals,  well  may 
be  exboried  to  forhtaLT;  but  hinderedforcibly  they  cannot 
be,  byall  the  Liceniing  that  fainted  Inquifition  couldever 
yet  contrive  :  which  is  what  I  promifed  to  deliver  next : 
that  this  order  of  Licenfnig  conduces  nothing  to  the  end 
for  which  it  was  framed;  and  hath  almoft  prevented 
me,  by  being  clear  already,  while  thus  much  hath  been 
explaining. 

See  the  ingenuity  of  Truth !  who^  when  (he  gets 
a  free  and  willing  hand,  opens  herfelf  fader  than  the 
pace  of  Method  and  Difcourfe  can  overtfike  her.  It 
was  the  taik  which  I  began  with,  to  (how  that  no  Nation 
or  well-inftituted  State,  if  they  valued  books  at  all, 
did  ever  ufe  this  way  of  Liceniing;  and  it  might  be 
anfwered,  ^<  that  this  is  a  piece  of  Prudence  lately  dif- 
covered."  To  which  I  return,  that,  as  it  was  a  thing 
flight  and  obvious  to  think-on,  fo,  if  it  had  been  diffi- 
cult to  find-out,  there  wanted  not  among  them  long 
fince,  who  fuggeftcd  fuch  a  courfe;  which  they  not  fol- 
lowing, leave  us  a  pattern  of  their  judgment,  that, it  was 
An  xam'-  ^^^  "^'^^  "°*  knowing,*'  but  *'thL'  not  approving/' which 
nation  of     was  the  caufc  of  their  not  ufinir  it.     Plato,  (d  roan  of 

what  Plato   ...  ,  .1,1  •      «       ^     n    r       .  •      x^ 

says  upon  high  authority  indeed,  but  lead  of  all  for  lus  Com- 
\n\i\i\y^^  fnomvealtby)  in  the  b.ok  of  his  Laws,  (which  no  City 
DfRepui/'  ever  yet  received,)  fed  his  fancy  with  making  many 
EdiSs  to  his  airy  burgomaders,  which  they  who  other- 
wife  admire  him,  wifh  had  been  rather  buried  and  ex- 
cufed  in  tlie  genial  cups  of  an  academic  night-fitting. 
By  which  laws  he  feems  to  tolerate  no  kiiul  of  Learn- 
ing, but,  by  unalterable  decree,  confiding  moft  of  prac- 
tical traditions,  to  the  attainment  whereof  a  library  of 
finaller  bulk  than  his  own  Dialogues  would  be  abun- 
dant. And  there  alfo  ena£b,  that  no  poet  ihould  fo 
much  as  read  to  any  private  man  what  he  had  written^ 

unul 
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until  the  Judges  and  Law-keepers  had  feen  it,  and  al« 
lowed  it.  But  that  Plato  meant  this  law  peculiarly  to 
that  Commonweahh  which  he  had  imagined,  and  to 
no  other,  is  evident.  Why  was  he  notelfc  a  lawgiver 
to  himfelf,  but  a  iranfgreflbr,  and  to  be  expejled  by 
his  own  niagiflrates,  both  for  the  wanton  epigrams  and 
dialogues  which  he  made,  and  bis  perpetual  reading  of 
SophroQ,  Mimus,  and  Arillophanes,  books  of  grofieft 
iuhmy ;  and  alfo  for  commending  the  latter  of  them, 
(though  he  were  the  malicious  libeller  of  his  chief 
friends,)  to  be  read  by  the  tyrant  Diouyfius^  who  had 
little  need  of  fuch  tra(b  to  fpend  hi;;  time  on  ?  Bat 
that  he  knew  this  Licenfing  of  poems  had  reference  and 
dependance  to  many  other  provifoes,  there  fct-dowu  ii^ 
his  fancied  Republic,  which  in  this  world  could  hav^ 
no  place;  and  fo  neither  he  himfelf,  nor  any  Nf  agiftrate^ 
or  City,  ever  imitated  that  courfe,  which,  taken  apart 
from  thofe  other  collateral  injun£tions,  muil  needs  be 
vain  and  fruitlefs.  For,  if  they  fell  upon  one  kind  of 
ftridnefs,  unlefs  their  care  were  equal  to  regulate  all 
other  things  of  like  aptnefs  to  corrupt  the  mind,  that 
fingle  endeavour,  they  knew,  would  be  but  a  fond  la* 
hour;  to  (hut  and  fortify  one  gate  againft  corruption, 
and  be  neceffitated  to  leave  others  round-about  wide- 
open.  If  we  think  to  regulate  printing,  thereby  lo 
re^fy  manners,  we  muft  regulate  all  recreations  and 
paftimes,  all  that  is  delightful  to  man.  No  mufic 
muft  be  beard,  no  fong  be  fet,  or  fung,  but  what  is  grave 
and  Doric.  There  muft  be  Licenfing  dancers,  that  no 
gefturc,  motion,  or  de;portmcnt,  be  taught  our  youth, 
but  what,  by  their  allowance,  (hall  be  thought  honed  ; 
fof  fuch  Plato  was  provided~of.  It  will  aflc  more  than 
the  work  of  twenty  Licenfers  to  examine  all  the  lutes, 
ihe  violkis,  and  guitars  in  every  houfe^  they  muft  not  be 
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fuBered  to  J)rsrmeas  Ihey  do,  but  muft  be  Licenfecf 
what  they  may  fay.    And  who  flialh  ftleuce  all  the  airs 
at)d  madrigals  that  whifper  foftnefs  in  chambers  ?  The 
windows  alfo,  and  the  balconies,  muft  be  thought-on  } 
there  are  (hrcwd  books,  with  dangerous  frontirpieces, 
fet  to  Tale;  who  (hall  prohibit  theirt  ?  fliaU  twenty  Licci\- 
cers  ?     The  villages  alfo  muft  have  their  vifltors  to  in* 
quire  what  leisures  the  bagpipe,  and  th^e  rebec,  reads, 
even  to  the  ballatry  and  the  gamut  of  every  municipal 
fidler;  for  thefe  arc  the  countryman's  Arcadias,  and 
his  Monte  Mayors.     Next,  what  more  national  cor- 
ruption, for  whiieh  England  hears  oil  abroad,     than 
houfehold-gluttony  ?  who  (hall  be  the  reftors  of  our 
daily  rioting  ?  and  what  (hall  be  done  to  inhibit  the 
multitudes,  that  frequent  thofe  houfes  where  drunken* 
nefs  is  fold  and  harboured  ?    Our  garments  alfo  fliould 
be  referred  lo  the  Licenling  of  fome  more  fober  work- 
'  maflers,    to   fee  them  cut  into  a  lefs  wanton  garb. 
Who  fliall  regulate  all  the  mixed  converfalion  of  our 
youth,  male  and  female  together,  as  is  the  fafliion  cf 
this  country  ?     Who  (hall  ftill  appoint  what  fliall  be 
dlfcourfcd,  what  prefumed,  and  no  further  ?     Laftly, 
who  (hall  forbid  and  feparate  all  idle  ref(>rt,  all  evti 
company  ?     Thefe  things  will  be,  and  muft  be.    But 
bow   they  fliall  be  leaft  hurtfuf,  how  leatl  enticing, 
herein  confifts  the  grave  and  governing  wifdom  of  a 
State.    To  fequefter  out  of  the  world  into  Atlantic  and 
Eutopian   politics,    which   never  cart  be  dr&Wn  into 
ufe,  will  not  mend  our  condition  ;  but  to  ordain  wife* 
ly,  as  in  this  world  of  evil,  in  the  ttAdA  wl^ereof  OdA 
hath  placed  us  unavoidably.  Nor  is  it  Flato^s  Licimfing 
of  books  will  do  this,  which  neceflCirily  pulls  along  with 
it  fo  many  other  kinds  of  Licenfing,  as  will  ttiake  us  all 
both  ridiculous  and  weary,  and  yet  fruftrSite  j  but  thofe 
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vrnwrhlen^  or,  at  Ieaft|  uncoiiftraining^  laws  of  vjuuous 
'cdJucatioD^  religious  and  civil  nurture,  which  Plato  ^.b. 
there  mentions,  as  the  bonds  and  ligamenU  of  the  Cofi^i-^ 
monwealth^  the  plllarsi  and  the^iftainers  of  every 
wrillen  flatute-;  tbefe  th^y  be,  which  will  bear  chief 
fway  in  fuch  matters  as  thefe,  when  all  Licenfing  wijl 
be  eafily  eluded.  Itnpuniiy  and  remiirnefs,  for  certaip, 
are  the  bane  of  a  Commonwealth :  But  here  the  great  Art 
iies,  ^'toiUfcem  in  what  the  law  is  to  bid  refirairit 
and  puniihment,  and  in  what  things  perfuafion  only  is  ^J^^ 
-to  work**  If  every  aSiou  which  is  good  or  evil  in  man 
at  ripe  years,  were  to  be  under  pittance,  prefcription, 
and  compulfion,  what  were  Virtue  but  a  name  ?  what 
praife  could  be  then  due  to  well-doing  ?  what  gramer- 
cy  to  be  fober,  juft,  or  continent?  Many  there  be 
that  complain  of  Divine  Providence  for  fuffering  Adam 
to  tranfgrefs.  Foolifli  tongues  !  when  God  gave  him 
reafon,.  he  gave  hiip  freedom  to  choofe ;  for  reafon  is 
but  choofini* ;  he  had  been  elfe  a  mere  artificial  Adam, 
fuch  an  Adam  as  he  is  in  the  motions  *•  We  ourfelves 
efteem  not  of  that  obedience,  or  love,  or  gift,  which  is 
of  force.  God  therefore  left  him  free,  and  fet  before  him 
a  provoking  objed,  ever  almoft  in  his  eyes :  herein 
conlifled  hi»  merit,  herein  the-rigbt  of  his  reward,  the 
praife  of  his  abftinence.  Wherefore  did  he  create  paf- 
fions  within  us,  pleafures  round  about  us,  but  that 
thefe,  rightly  tempered,  are  thevcry  ingredients  of  Vir- 
tue ?  They  are  not  ikilful  confiderers  of  human 
things,  who  imagine  to  remove  fin,  by  removing  the 
matter  of  fin;  for,  (befides  that  it  is  a  huge  heap,  iucrcaf  • 
ing  under  the  very  a6lof  diminifhing.)  though  fome 
part  of  it  may,  for  a  time,  be  withdrawn  from  fome  per- 
fons,  it  cannot  from  all,  in  fuch  a  univerfal  thing  as 
books  are;  and,  when  this  is  done,  yet  the  fin  remains 

•  That  is,  in  puppet  shcwa. 
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•ntire.  Though  ye  take  from  a  covetous  man  all  hh 
trcafure,  he  has  yet  one  jewel  left ;  yc  cani"K>t  bereave 
him  of  hi»  coveloufnefs.  Banifli  all  objefts  of  luft; 
(hut-up  all  youth  Into  the  fevered  difcipline  that  can  be 
exercifed  in  any  hermitage ;  yc  cannot  make  them 
chafte,  that  came  not  thither  fo :  fuch  great  care  and 
wifdom  is  required  to  the  right  managing  of  this  point. 
Suppofe  we  could  expel  fin  by  f his  means ;  look,  how 
much  we  thus  expel  of  fin,  fo  much  we  expel  of  virtue ; 
for  the  matter  of  them  both  is  the  fame  :  remove  that, 
and  yc  remove  them  both  alike.  This  juflifics  the  high 
Providence  of  God ;  who,  though  he  commands  us 
temperance,  juflice,  continence,  yetpours-out  before  us, 
even  to  a  profufenefs,  all  dcfirable  things,  and  gives  us 
minds  that  can  wander  beyond  all  limit  and  (atiety. 
Why  iliould  we  then  affeA  a  rigour  contrary'  to  the 
manner  of  God  and  of  nature,  by  abridging,  or  fcanting, 
thofc  means,  which  books,  freely  permitted,  are,  both 
to  the  trial  of  virtue,  and  the  exercife  of  truth  }  It 
would  be  better  done,  to  learn  that  the  law  muft 
needs  be  frivolous,  which  goes  to  refirain  things,  un* 
certainly,  and  yet  equally,  working  to  Good  and  to  Evil. 
And,  were  I  the  choofer,  a  dram  of  well-doing  (hould 
be  preferred  *  before  many  times  as  much  the  forcible 
binderance  of  evil-doing.  For  God,  fnre,  cfteemsthe 
growth  and  compleating  of  one  virtuous  pcrfon,  more 
than  the  reftraint  of  ten  vicious.  And,  albeit  whatever 
we  hear  or  fee,  fitting,  walking,  travelling,  or  con- 
verfmg,  may  be  fitly  called  our  book,  and  is  of  the  fame 
effeft  that  writings  are  3  yet,  grant  the  thing  to  be  pro- 
nance*"'  hibitcd  were  only  l)ooks,  it  appears  that  this  Order  hi- 
pffn^ne      thcrto  is  far  infuflScient  to  lh<»  end  which  it  intends. 

ontaTu^       •  This  fcntiiBcnt  ap;rees  with  that  which  is  expressed  by 

reuse    is     Horace  in  the  two  following  verses: 

not  suffici*  Oderunt  peccare  Boni  virlutis  amorc ; 

rni  to  pre  Tu  oihil  admittes  in  te  formidiuc  pocna^b 
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Do  we  not  fee.  not  once  or  ofteaer,  but  weekly,  that  vent  the 

-  ^  -ptinung  of 

contiiiued  Court-libel  againfl  the  Parliament  and  City^  seditious 
printed^  ^as  the  wet  (heets  can  witnefsj  and  difperfed  though  that 
among  us,  for  all  that  Licenfingc^in  do  ?     Yet  this  is  p^^^^jlgj 
the  prime  fervice,  a  man  wouJd  think,  wherein  this  Or-  reason  for 
dcr  (houldgive  proof  of  itfelt.     "If  :t  were  executed," 
you  williay.    But  certaia,  if  execution  be  remifs,  or 
blindfold,  now,  and  in  this  particular,  what  will  it  be 
hereafter,  and  in  other  books  ?     If  then  the  order  ihall 
not  be  vain  and  fruArate,  behold  a  new  labour,  Lords 
and  Commons  !  ye  mud  repeal  and  profcribe  all  fcan- 
dalous  and  unlicenfed  books  already  printed  and  divulg- 
ed :  after  ye  have  drawn  them  up  iiito  a  lift,  that  all 
may  know  which  are  comdemned,  and  which  not ;  and 
[ye  muft]  ordain  that  no  foreign  books  be  deliverrd  out 
of  cuilody,  till  they  have  been  read-over.     This  office 
will  require  the  whole  time  of  not  a  few  ovcrfcers,  and 
thofe  no  vulgar  men.    There  be  alfo  books  which  are 
partly  ufeful  and  excellent,  partly  culpable  and  perni- 
cious ;  this  work  will  a(k  as  many  more  Officials,   to 
make   expurgations  and  expunfiions,    that  the  com-  j^o  make  it 
monwealth  of  learninc  be  not  damnified.     In   fine.  «flfcctuai,  it 

^  ,  .  must  be 

when  the  multitude  of  books  increafes  upon  their  hands,  formed 
ye  mud  be  fain  to  catalogue  ajl  thofe  printers  who  are  T^Sthe^ 
found  frequentlyoffending,  and  forbid  the  importation  [h^Liccn- 
of  their  whole  (ufpefled  typograj^hy.     In  a  word,  that  *•"&  ^rdi- 
this  your  Order  may  be  exa£t,  and  not  deficient,  ye  theinquisi- 
muft  reform  it  perfectly  according  to  the  model  of  '°°' 
Trent  and  Sevil  5  which,  I  know,  ye  abhor  to  do.  Yet, 
though  ye  (hoiild  condefcend  to  this,  (which  God  for- 
bid!) the  Order  ftill  would  be  but  fruitlefs  and  defediive  xhese  res- 
to  that  end  whereto  ye  meant  it.     If  to  prevent  feds  ["^"[J^,^* 
and  fchifms,  who  is  fo  unread,  or  uncatechifed,  in  ftory  ^^^^^  P»^e« 

l_.t_  .  ir  rrv  n    ^  ,,  Will  ncilhcr 

that  natb  not  heard  of  many  feds  refuting  books  as  a  prevent  the 
hindrance^  and  prefcrving  their  doArine  unmixed,  for  |!^'aiS 
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Schisms,^  many  ages,  only  by  unwritten  tradiiions  ?     Thcchrtf- 
butc  to  the  tian  faith,  (for  that  was  once  a  Schifm  !)  is  not  un- 
mcm  of  the  known  to  have  fpread  all  overAfia,  ere  any  Gofpel  or 
IhclJ^picf  Epiftle  was  fcen  in  writing.  If  the  amendment  of  man- 
ners be  aimed-at,  look  into  Italy  and  Spain,  whether 
thofe  places  be  one  fcrnple  the  better,  the  honefter,  the' 
wifer,   the  chafter,   fince  all  the  Inquifitional  rigour 
that  bath  been  execnled  upon  books. 
It  is  almost     Another  reafon,  whereby  to  make  it  plain  that  this 

impossible    _    ,  .,,.*.,  ,  .    /  i  /-it        i  i-  . 

to  find  per-  Order  Will  mifs  the  end  it  feeks,  confider  by  the  quah- 
ly  qualtficd  ^Y  which  ought  to  be  in  every  Licenfer.  It  cannot  be 
lets^^h^'  denied,  but  that  he  who  is  made  judge  to  fit  upon 
will  under-  the  birth  or  death  of  books,  whether  they  may  be 
ficc.  wafted  into  this  world  or  not,  had  need  to  be  a  man^ 

above  the  common  meafure,  both  fiudious,  learned, 
and  judicious :  there  may  be  elfe  no  mean  miflakes  in 
the  ccnfure  of  what  is  paffable,  or  not ;  which  is  alfo 
no  mean  injury.  If  he  be  of  fuch  worth  as  behoves 
him,  there  cannot  be  a  more  tedious  and  unpleafing 
journeywork,  a  greater  lofs  of  lime  levied  upon  his 
head,  than  to  be  made  the  perpetual  reader  of  uncho- 
fen  books  and  pamphlets,  oft-iimes  huge  volumes.  There 
is  no  book  that  is  acceptable,  unlefs  at  certain  feafons ; 
but  to  be  enjoined  the  reading  of  that  at  all  times, 
and  in  a  hand  fcarcc  legible,  whereof  three  pages 
would  not  down  at  any  time  in  the  faireft  print,  is  an 
impofition  which  I  cannot  believe  how  he  that  values 
time,  and  his  own  ftudies,  or  is  but  of  a  (enfible  tiof- 
tril,  (hould  be  able  to  endure.  In  this  one  thing  I 
crave  leave  of  the  prefent  Licenfers  to  be  pardoned  for 
fo  thinking ;  who,  doubtlefs,  took  this  office  up,  look- 
ing on  it  through  their  obedience  to  the  Parliament ; 
whofecommand,  perhaps,  made  all  things  feem  eafyand 
unlaborious  to  them.  But  that  this  fliort  trial  hath 
wisaried  them  out  already,  their  own  expreflions  and 
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exeufes^  to  them  who  make  fo  many  journeys  to  feilioit 
their  Licence,  are  teftimony  enough.  Seeing  therefore 
that  thore  who  nowpoflefs  the  employment^  by  all  evicleni 
figtis,  wifli  themfelves  well  rid  of  it,  and  that  no  man 
oi  worthy  none  that  is  not  a  plain  unthrift  of  his  own 
hours,  is  ever  likely  to  fueceed  them,  except  he  mean 
to  put  himfelf  to  the  falar>  of  a  prefs-correftor ;  w« 
may  eafily  forefee  what  kind  of  Licenfers  we  are  to 
exped  hereafter;  either  ignorant,  imperious,  .and 
remiCs,  or  bafcly  pecuniary.  This  is  what  I  ha^  to 
(how,  wherein  this  Order  cannot  conduce  to  that  end, 
thereof  it  bears  the  intention. 

I  laftly  proceed  irom  the  »o.^oo J  it  can  do,  to  the  The Ordi- 
manifejl  hurt  it  cauFcs,  in  being,  fir(l  the  greateft  dif-  against 
couragement  and  affront  that  can  be  o«red  to  Learning  b^ks"^iti,. 
and  to  Learned  men.  It  was  the  complaint  and  lamenta-  **"*  ■  *': 

.  cense,  \%  a 

tion  of  Prelates,  upon  every  the  lead  brcaih  of  a  motion  great  dis- 
to  remove  Pluralities,  and  diftribute  more  equally  the  ^|^^o" 
Church-revenues,  "  that  then  all  Learning  would  be  for  J*^^iJJ^^. 
ever  dafhed  and  difcouraged.'*   But  as  for  that  opinion,  ed  men. 
I  never  found  caufe  to  think,  that  the  tenth  part  of 
l.eaming  flood,  or  fell,with  th^  Clergy :  nor  could  I  ever 
but  hold  it  for  a  fordid  and  unworthy  fpeech  of  any 
Churchman,  who  had  a  competency  left  him.  If  there- 
fore ye  be  loth  to  difhearten  utterly  and  difcontent» 
not  the  mercenary  crew  of  falfe  pretenders  to  learning, 
but  the  free  and  ingenuous  fort  of  fuch  as  evidently 
were  born  to  ftudy  and  love  Learning  for  itfelf,  not  for 
lucre,  or  any  other  end,  but  the  fervice  of  God  and  of^ 
Truth,  and  perhaps  that  lafting  Fame  and  perpetuity  of 
praife,  which  God  and  good  men  have  confented  (hall 
be  the  reward  of  thofe,  whofe  publiflied  Labours  ad- 
vance the  good  of  mankind :  then  know,  that  fo  far 
to  diftruft  the  judgment  and  the  honefty  of  one  who 
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hath  but  a  common  repute  in  kanung,  and  never  yet. 
•Sendedf  aanot  to  count  him  fit  to  print  his  mind 
without  a  Tutor  and  Examiner^  ^ieft  he  (hould  drop  a 
{chifro,  or  fomething  of  corruption,  ia  the  greatcft  dif- 
pleafure  and  indignity  to  a  free  and  knowing  fpirit, 
that  can  be  put  upon  him.  What  advantage  is  it  to 
be  a  man,  over  it  is  to  be  a  boy  at  fchool,  if  we  have 
only  efcaped  the  ferula,  to  come  under  the  fefcue  of  an 
Imprimatur  ?  If  ferious  and  elaborate  writings,  as  if 
they  were  no  more  than  the  theme  of  a  grammar-lad 
under  his  pedagogue,  muft  not  be  uttered  without  the 
curfory  eyes  of  a  temporising  and  extemporizing 
Licenfcr  J  He  who  is  not  trufied  with  his  own  adions, 
bis  drift  not  being  known  to  be  evil,  and  (landing  to 
the  hazard  of  law  and  penalty,  has  no  great  alignment 
to  think  himfelf  reputed  iri  the  commonwealth  where- 
in be  was  born,  for  other  than  a  fool  or  a  foreigner. 
When  a  man  wTites  to  the  world,  he  fumroons-up  all 
his  reafon  and  deliberation  to  aflift  him  ;  he  fearches^ 
meditates,  is  indufirious,  and  likely  confults  and  con- 
fers with  his  judicious  friends  $  after  all  which  done, 
he  takes  himfelf  to  be  informed  in  what  he  writes,  as 
well  as  any  that  writ  before  him ;  if  in  this,  the  mod 
confummate  aft  of  his  fidelity  and  ripenefs,  no  years, 
no  indufiry,  no  former  proof  of  his  abilities,  can  bring 
him  to  that  ftate  of  maturity,  as  not  to  be  ftill  mif- 
trufted  and  fufpe&ed,  unlefs  he  carry  all  his  confide- 
rate  diligence,  all  his  midnight  watching,  and  expenfe 
^•^-  of  Palladian  oil,  to  the  hafty  view  of  an  unleifuredLicen- 
fer,  perhaps  much  his  younger,  perhaps  far  his  inferior 
in  judgment,  perhaps  one  whp  never  knew  the 
labour  of  book-writing ;  and,  if  he  be  not  repulfed,  or 
flighted^  muft  appear  in  print  like  a  puny  with  his 
Guardian,  and  bis  Cenfor's  hand  on  the  back  of  his 

title. 
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title!,  to  be  hif)  bail  and  furety,  that  he  is  no  ideot  of 
fcducer  ;  it  cannot  be  but  a  diflionour  and  derogation 
to  the  author,  to  the  book,  to  the  privilege  and  digni* 
ty  of  Learning.     And  what  if  the  author  (hall  be  one  ^'  ^' 
fo  copious  of  fancy,  as  to  have  many  things,  well  worth 
the  adding,  come  into  his  mind  after  Licenfing,  while 
the  book   is  yet  under  the  prefs,  (which  not  fcidom 
happens  to  the  bed  and  diligenteft  writers ;)  and  that 
perhaps  a  dozen  times   in   one  book  ?     The  printer 
dares  not  go  beyond  his  Licrnfcd  copy;  fo  often  then 
mud  the  author   trudge  to  his  Leave-giver,  that  thofe 
his  new  infertions  may  be  viewed  |  and  many  a  jaunt    • 
will  be  made,  'ere  that  Licenfer,  (for  it  muft  be  the  fame 
man,)  can  either  be  found,  or  found  at  leifure.    Mean 
while  either  the  prefs  mufl  ftand  fiill,  (which  is  no  fmall 
damage,)  or  the  author  lofe  his  accuratcft  thoughts,  and 
fend  the  book  forth  worfe  than  he  had  made  it ;  which 
to   a  diligent  writer  is  the   greatcft  melancholy  and 
vexation  that  can  befalL     And  how  can  a  man  leach     jj,  g. 
with  authority,  which  is  the  life  of  teaching ;  how  can 
he  be  a  doftor  in  his  book  (as  he  ought  to  be,  or  elfe 
had  better  be  iilcnt,)  whenas  all  he  teaches,  all   he 
delivers,  is  but  under  the  tuition,  under  the  correSiou 
of  his  patriarchal  Licenfer,  to  blot  or  alter  what  precHe- 
ly  accords  not  with  the   hide-bound  humour  which 
he  calls  his  judgment  ?     When   every  acu»e   reader, 
upon  the  firft  fight  of  a  pedantic  Licence,  will  be  ready, 
with  thefe-like  words,  to  ding  the  book  a  coil's  diftance 
from  him,   "  I   hate  a  pupil  teacher,  I  endure  not  an 
inftruAor  that  comes  to  me  under  the  wardfhip  o^an 
over-feeing  fift.     I  know  nothing  of  the;  Licenfer,  but 
that  I  have  his  own  hand  here  for  his  arrogance ;  who 
(hall  warrant  me  his  Judgement  ?"     "  The  State,  fir," 
replies  the  ftationer :  but  has  a  quick  return,  **  the  State 

(hall 
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(hall  be  my  Governors,  but  not  my  Qritics  j  ihey  niay 
be  miilakep  in  the  choice  of  4  Licenfer,  as  e^fily  as  thia 
Licenfer  piay  be  ipiftaken  in  an  author.  This  is  fonie 
coQimoQ  ftufF;"  ^qd  he  might  add  from  (irFrwci^ 
Bacon,  that  <<  fuch  authoriaed  bqoka  are  but  the  lanif 
j^'.  B.  guage  of  tlie  times."  For,  though  a  Licenfer  (houW 
happen  to  be  judicious  more  than  ordinary,  (which  will 
be  a  great  jeopardy  of  the  next  fucceffion,)  yet  his 
very  office,  and  his  cpmmiffion,  enjoins  him  to  let  pafa 
nothing  but  what  is  vulgarly  received  already.  Nay, 
which  is  more  lamentable,  if  the  work  of  any  deceafed 
^  author,  (though  never  fo  famous  in  his  lifetime,  and 
even  to  this  day,)  comes  to  their  hands  for  Licence  to 
be  printed,  or  reprinted,  if  there  be  found  in  his  book 
one  fentence  of  a  venturous  edge,  uttered  in  the 
height  of  zeal,  (and  who  knows  whether  it  might  not 
be  the  di^fiate  of  a  divine  fpirit  ?)  yet  not  fuiting  with 
every  low,  decrepit,  humdur  of  their  own,  (though  it 
were  Knox  himfelf,  the  reformer  of  a  kingdom,  that 
fpake  it,)  they  will  not  pardon  him  their  daih;  the 
fenfe  of  that  great  man  {hall  to  all  pofterity  be  loft,  for 
the  fearfulnefa,  or  the  prefumptuous  raflinefs,  of  a  per* 
fun£tory  Licenfer.  And  to  what  an  author  this 
violence  hath  been  lately  done,  and  in  what  book  of 
greateft  confequence  to  be  faithfully  publiihed,  I  could 
now  inftance,  but  (hall  forbear  till  a  more  convenient 
feafon.  Yet,  if  thefe  things  be  not  refented  ferjoufly  and 
timely  by  them  who  have  the  remedy  in  their  power, 
but  that  fuch  iron-moulds  as  thefe  (hall  have  authority 
to  gnaw -out  the  cboiceft  periods  of  exquifiteft  books, 
and  to  commit  fuch  a  treacherous  fraud  againft  the 
orphan  remainders  of  worthieft  men  after  death,  the 
more  forrow  will  belong  to  that  haplefs  race  of  men, 
whofe  misfortune  it  is  to  have  imderilandtng.     Hcnce- 

forlh 
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forth  I6t  ho  man  care  to  learn,  or  care  to  be  thore 
than  worldly-wise  |  for,  certainly,  in  higher  maUets  to 
be  igrtorant  and  flothfol,  to  be  a  common,  fteadfaft,  - 
dunce,  will  be  the  only  pleafant  life,  anJ^nly  in  requeft. 

And,  as  it  is  a  particular  difefteem  of  every  knowing  ^pj^j^  j„. 
perfon  ilive,  and  moft  tniurions  to  the  written  labours  tramtUan 

*  '  y  ,  indignuy 

and  nnfonuments  of  the  dead,  fo  to  me  it  feems  an  offered  to 
undervaluing  and  vilifying  of  the  whole  Nation.     I  people  of 
cannot  fet  fo  light  by  alt  the  Invention,  the  Art,  the  ^yfup^^V 
Wit,  the  grave  and  folid  Judgment,  which  is  in  Eng- in?  ^^cm  to 
land,  as  that  it  can  be  comprehended  in  any  twenty  ram,  weak, 
capacities,  how  good  foever;  much  lefs  that  it  (hould  dy,a"Tobe 
not  pafe,  except  their  fuperintendence  be  over  it,-^-exc'ept  jf^f  *"^d  °^ 
it  be  fifted  and  ftrairted  with  their  drainers,— that  it  astray,  by 
fbould   be  uncurrent    without  their  manual   (lamp,  book  that 
Truth  and  Underftanding  ire  not  fuch  wares  a^  to  be  ^df " 
monopolized  and  traded-in  by  tickets,    and  ftatutes, 
and  ftahdards.     We  mud  not  think  to  make  a  daple 
commodity  of  all  the  Knowledge  in  the  land,  to  mark 
and  Licenfe  it  like  our  broad-cloth  and  our  woolpacks. 
What  is  it  but  a  fervitude,   like  that  itapofed  by  the 
I^iliftihes,  not  to  be  allowed  the  Sharpening  of  our 
6wn  axes  and  coulters,  but  we  mud  repair  from  all 
(Quarters  to  twenty  Licenfing  forges  ?     Had  any  one 
written  and  divulged  erroneous  things  an()  fcandalous 
to  honed  life,  mifufing  and  forfeiting  the  edeem  had 
of  his  reafon  among  men,— if,  after  conviSion,    this 
Only  cenfure  were  adjudged  him,  **  that  he  fliould  never 
henceforth  write,  but  what  were  fird  examined  by  an 
ippoiiited  6fHcer,  whofe  hand  (hould  be  annexed  to 
pafi^  his  credit  fbr  him,  that  now  he  might  be  fafely 
read  ;**  it  could  not  be  apprehended  lefs  than  adifgrace- 
ful  puhifbment.     Whence,  to  include  the  whole  Na- 
tion, and  thofe  that  never  yet  thus  o(rended,  under  fuch 

a  diffident 


a  diffident  and  furpeSful  prohibition^  may  plainly  be 

underflood  what  a  difparagement  i^h.     So  much  the 

more,  whenas  debtors  and  delinquents  may  walk-abroad 

without  a  keeper,  but  unoffensive  books  muft  not  ftir- 

forth  without  a  vifible  jailor  in  their  title.     Nor  is  it 

to  the  common  people  lefs  than  a  reproach  ;  for,  if  wc 

be  fo  jealous  over  them  as  that  we  dare  not  truft  them 

with  an  Engliih  pamphlet,  what  do  we  but  cenfure 

them  for  a  giddy,  vicious,  and  ungrounded  people ;  in 

fuch  a  fick  and  weak  efttte  of  faith  and  difcretion,  as 

to  be  able  to  take  nothing  down  but  through  the  pipe 

of  a  Licenfer  ?    That  this  is  care,  or  love,  of  them,  we 

cannot  pretend ;  whenas  in  thole  Popiih  places,  where 

the  laiety  are  mod  hated  and  dcrpifed,  the  fame  (lri6l- 

nefs  is  ufed  over  them.    Wifdom  we  cannot  call  it ; 

becaufe  it  flops  but  one  breach   of  licence  ;  nor  that 

neither:  whenas  thofe  corruptions,  which  it  feeks  to 

prevent,  break-in  fatter  at  other  doors,  which  cannot 

be  (hut. 

disgrace  to       And  in  conclufion,  it  refle6l8  to  the  difrepute  of  our 

«m  bylnj).  ™inifters  alfo,  of  whofe  labours  we  fliould  hope  better, 

P^'^K        and  of  the  proficiency  which  their  flock  reaps  by  them^ 

have  so  in-  than  that,  afterall  thisLight  of  the  Gofpel  which  is,  and 

ihcir  flocks  ^^  ^^  ^^9  ^^^  ^I'  ^bis  continual  preaching,  they  (hould 

them '"roof  ^^  ^'"  frequented  with  fuch  an  unprincipled,  unedifi- 

against  the  ed,  and  la-ic,  rabble,  as  that  the  whifF  of  every  new 

joflueuceof  ,,/,       t./,  .  /.i.>-,t»i- 

^aJ  bocks,  pamphlet  (hould  ftagger  them  out  of  their  Catechitm 
and  Chnttian  walking.  This  may  have  much  reafon 
to  difcourage  the  minifters,  when  fuch  a  low  conceit  is 
had  of  all  their  exhortations,  and  the  benefiting  of 
their  hearers,  as  that  they  are  not  thought  fit  to  be 
turned  loofcto  three  flieets  of  paper  without  a  Licenfer; 
that  all  the  fermons,  all  the  leftures,  preached,  printed, 
and  vended,  in  fuch  numbers,and  fuch  volumes,  as  havp 

now 
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now  well-nigh  made  all  other  books  unfaleable^  ihould 

not  be  armour  enough  againft  one  fingle  Enchiridion, 

without  the  cafile  of  St.  Angeto  of  an  Imprimatur. 

And,  left  fome  (hould  perfuade  ye.  Lords  and  Com* 

monsj  that  thefe  arguments  of  learned  men's  difcou- 

ragement  it  this  your  Order  are  mere  flouri(hes,  and 

not  real,  I  coukl  recount  what  I  have  feen  and  beard 

in  other  countries,   where  this   kind  of  InquiGtion 

tyrannizes;   when   I   have  fat  among  their  learned  The icam- 

men,   (for  that   honour   I   had,)  and   been   counted  |fj|!!^ia.^^ 

happy  to  be  born  in  fuch  a  place  of  Philofophic  free**  rented  the 

dom,  as  they  fuppofed  England  was,  while  themfelves  upon  the 

did  nothing  but  bemoan  the  fervile  condition   into  th/pj^cw 

which  Learning  amongft  them  was  brought ; — that  this  T^^^'iJ^^ 

was  it  which  had  damped  the  glory  of  Italian  wits ;  under,  and 

— that  nothing  had  been  there  written  now  thefe  many  su^the  cause 

years  but    flattery  and  fuftian.     There  it  was  that  I  s4te  0/°*^ 

found  and  vifited   the  famous  Galileo,  grown-old,  a  Jciniing 

.  among 

priioner  to  the  Inquifition,  for  thinking  in  Aftronomy  them. 

otherwife  than  the  Francifcan  and  Dominican  Licenfcrs 

thought.     And,  though^I  knew  that  England  then  was 

groaning  loudeil  under  the  Prelatical  yoke,  neverthe- 

lefs  I  took   it  as  a  pledge  of  future  happinefs,  that 

other  nations  were  fo  perfuaded  of  her  Liberty.     Yet 

was  it  beyond  my  hope^  that  thofe  worthies  were  then 

breathing  in  her  air,  who  fliould  be  her  leaders  to 

fuch  a  deliverance,  as  (hall  never  be  forgotten  by  any 

revolution    of    time  that  this  world   hath  to  iinilh. 

When  that  was  once  begun,  it  was  as  little  in  my 

fear,  that  what  words  of  complaint  I  heard  among 

learned  men  of  other  parts  uttered  againft  the  InquiG- 

tion,  the  fame  I  fliould  hear  by  as  learned  men  at  That  the 

home  uttered  in   the  time  of  Parliament  againft  aupiaimiy 

Order  of  Licen£ng;  ahd  that  fo  generally,  that,  when  I  ISi^madt 

had 
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by  tirie        faad  difclofed  myrelf  a  companion  of  their  difconteiir, 

men  of      J  might  fay^  (if  without  envy^)  that  he  whom  an  honeft 

"^  ^  '     Qqseftorfliip  bad  ekideared  to  the  Sidlian»y  was  not 

more  by  them  importuned  againft  Verres,  than  the 

favourable  opinioa  which  I  had   among  many  who 

honour  ye,  and  arc  known  and  refpeAiBd  t>y  ye>  load<« 

•ed  me  with  entreaties  and  perfuafions,  that  I  would 

not  defpair  to   lay^together  that  which  juft  reafon 

ihould  bring  into  my  mind,  toward  the  removal  of  an 

.  undeferved  thraldom  upon  Learning.    That  this  is  not 

therefore  the  difburdening  of  a  particular  fancy,  but 

the  common  grievance  of  all  thofe  who  had  prepared 

their  minds  and  ftudies  above  the  vulgar  pitch,  to 

advance  truth  in  others,  and  from  others  to  entertain 

it,  thus  much  may  fatisfy .  And,  in  their  name,  I  fhali, 

for  neither  friend  nor  foe,  conceal  what  the  general 

murmur  is ;  that,  if  it  come  to  Inquifitioning  again, 

and  Licenfing,  and  that  we  are  fo  timorous  of  our- 

felves,  and  fufpicious  of  all  ttien,  as  t6  fear  each  book, 

and  the  (baking  of  every  leaf^  before  we  know  what 

this  res-     the  contents  are  5  if  fome  who,  but  of  late,  were  little 

|!riotin|?"  ^^^^^^  ^^*"  filenced  from  preaching,  ihall  come  now 

a  species  of  to  filence  us  from  reading,  except  what  they  ploafe,  it 

miiarto      Cannot  be  guefled  what  is  intended  by  fome  but  a 

the  people  fecond  tyranny  over  Learning :  and  will  foon  put  it 

SJfthe'^iarc"  ""*  ^^  controverfy,  that  Biftops  and  PreAytefS  arc  the 

iiishops,      fame  to  us,  both  name  atid  thing.    That  tfaofe  evils  of 

fVelaty  which  before,  from  five  or  fix  and  twenty  lees, 

were  didributively  charged  upon  the  whole  people, 

will  now  light  wholly  upoti  Learning,  is  notobfcufe  to 

us:  V(^henas  now  the  paftorof  a  fmall,  unlearned,  parifli, 

on  the  fudden  (hall  be  exalted  Archbifhbp  over  a  large 

diocefc  of  books,  and  yet  not  remove,  but  keep  his 

other  cure  loo,  a  myftical  pluralift.    He  who  but  of 

laf: 
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:Iate  cried-down  the  fole  ordinition  of  e^ry  novice 
bachelor  of  art,  and  deoied  fole  jurididioii  over  the 
fimpleft  parilhioocr,  (ball  now^  at  home  in  his  private 
chair,  aflume  both  thefe'over  worthieftand  excellenteft 
books^  and  ableft  authors  that  write  them.    Tbi3  i^ 
not,  ye  Covenants  and  Proteftations  that  we  have 
made !  this  is  not  to  put-down  Prelaty ;  this  is  but  to 
chop  an  Epifcopacy ;  this  is  but  to  tranOate  the  palace 
Metropolitan  from  one  kind  of  dominion  into  another ; 
this  is  but  an  old  Canonical  flight  of  commuting  our 
penance.    To  ftartle  thus  beti^ies  at  a  mere  unlicenfed 
pamphlet,  will,  after  a  while,  be  afraid  of  every  Con- 
venticle :  and»  a  while  after,  will  make  a  Conventicle  of 
every  Chriflian  meeting.     But  I  am  certain,  that  a 
State  governed  by  the  rules  of  juftice  and/ortitude,  or 
•a  Church  built  and  founded  upon  the  rock  of  faith  and 
true  knowledge,  cannot  be  fo  pnfillanimous*    While 
things  are  yet  not  conftituted  in  reli^on,  that  freedom 
of  writing  fhould  be  reftrained  by  a  difcipline  imitated 
from  the  Prelates,  and    learned  by  them  from  the  . 
Inquifition,  to  fliut  us  up  all  again  into  the  breaft  of  a     * 
Licenfer,  muft  needs  give  caufe  of  doubt  and'difcourage- 
xncnt  to  all  learned  and  religious  men :  who  cannot 
but  difcem  the  finenels  of  this  politic  drift,  and  who 
.are  the   contrivers;   that   while  Bifliops  were  to  be.  . 
«baited*down,  then  all  prefles  might  be  open;  it  was  to  the  pride 
the  people's  birthright  and  privilege  in  time  of  Parlia-catiog  spirit 
ment;  it  was  the  breaking-forth  of  Light.    But  now,  ^^^^^y. 
the  Bifliops  abrogated  and  voided  out  of  the  churdi,  HnwCkr^ 
as  if  our  reformation  fought  no  more,  but  to  make  room 
lor  others  [to  enter]  into  their  feats  under  another  name; 
the  Epifcopal  arts  begin  to  bud  again ;  the  cruife  of 
troth  muft  run  no  more  oil ;   liberty  of  printing  muft 
be  enthralled  again  under  a  Prelatical  commiffion  of 
a  twenty; 


♦wcnty  >  the  Privilege  of  the  pcopTe  nutTiffecT ;   anci 
(which  is  worfe,)  the  (reedom  of  Learning  muft  groan 
again^  and  to  her  old  fetters  :  all  this^  the  Parliament 
yet  fitting.    Although  their  own  late  arguments  and 
defences  againft  the  Prelates  might  remember  them^ 
that  this  obAruding  violence  meets,  for  the  moft  pan^ 
with  an  event   utterly  oppoflle  to  the  end  which  ic 
drives-at  t  inftead  of  ftippreffing  Se^  and  Schifms,  it 
raifea  them,  and  invefls  them  with  a  reputation:  <*  the 
punifliing  nf  wita  enhances  their  authority/'  faith  the: 
vifoount  Stu  Albans ;    ^<  and  a>  forbidden  writing  iff- 
thought  to  be  a  certain'  fpark  of  tr4ith,  that  flies-up  ia 
Ihe  faces  of  them  who  feck  to  tread  it  out,'*    Tbta- 
Order  therefore  naay  prove  a  nurfing-mother  to  Se£ts r 
but  I  (hall  eafily  Aow  how  it  will  be  a  ftep-diame  to^ 
truth  s  and,  firft,  by  difenabliBg  us  to*  the  maintenance 
of  what  is  known  alveady. 
The  pie-        ^^''  knows  he  who  ufes-to  eonfider,  that  our  faith 
^«?^K  .**»«  and  knowledge  thrives  by  exercife,.  a»  well  as  our 
of  new  opi-  limbs  and  complexion^    Truth  is  compared  in  fcrip- 
blndranceto  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ftreaming  Fountatp ;:  if  her  waters  flow  not 
icde'orith  '^  ^  l^rpetual  progreffion,  tbcy  fickea mto  a  muddy 
truth,  and   pool  of  Conformity  and  tradition.    A  man  may  be  a. 
grounds  on  heretic  in  the  truth ;  and  if  he  believe  things  only 
^kh  it  is  i^^^^fQ  his  p^(jor  fciyg  fo^  Qf  Ihe  affi»nbly  fo  deterroinecj 

without  knowing  other  reafon,  thought  his  belief  be. 

tEue,  yet  the  very  truth  Jie  holds  becomes  his  herefy*. 

There  is  not  any  burden,  that  fome  would  gladlierpoft* 

oiT  to  another,  than  the  charge  and  care  of  their  religi-> 

on.    There  be, — who  knows  not  that  there  be  ?  oF 

proteftants  and  profeflbrs,  who  live  and  die  in  as  errantr 

Adetcrip-  an  implicit  faith,  as  any    lay-papift  of  Loretto.    A 

itauriotts    wealthy  man,  addi&ed  to  his   pleafure  and  to  his 

S^lenOv   P^t*>  ^^^^  religion  to  be  a  traffic  fo  entangled,  and* 

oS 


ear    ^ 

•f  fomany  {nddling  accounts,  that,  of  all  myfteriea,  he  ^  .-^- 
cannot  ftill  to  keep  a  ftock  gpiiig  upon  that  trade,  innutten 
What  (hould  he  do?  Fain  he  would  have  the  name  ^{j^'^^ 
to  be  reltgiouB ;  fain  he  would  bear*up  with  his  neigh-  ^  ^^^ 
bours  in  that.  What  does  he,  thetefore,  but  refolves 
to  give*over  toiling,  and  to  find  himfelf  out  fome 
b/StoTj  to  whofe  care  and  credit  he  may  commit  the 
whole  managing  of  hi3  religious  aSairs ;  -fome  divine 
of  note  and  eftimation  that  muft  he.  To  him  h^ 
adheres,  refigns  the  whole  warehoufe  of  his  religion, 
with  all  the  locks  and  keys,  mtp  hie  cuftody;  an4 
indeed  makes  the  very  perfon  of  that  man  his  religion; 
ftfteems  his  aflbciating  with  him  a  fufficient  evidence 
and  commendatory  of  bis  own  piety.  So  that  a  man 
may  fay  his  religion  is  now  no  more  within  himfelf 
but  is  become  a  dividual  moveable,  and  goes  and 
comes  near  him,  according  as  that  good  man  fre-; 
qaents  the  houfe.  He  entertains  him,  gives  him 
gifts,  feafis  him,  lodges  him}  his  religion  comes 
home  at  night,  prays,  is  liberally  fopped,  and  fumptu- 
t)ufly  liud  to  deep ;  rifes,  is  faluted,  and  after  the 
malmfey,  or  (bme  well-fpiced  bruage,  and  better 
breakfafted  than  he  whofe  pooming-appetite  would  have  ^ 

gladly  fed  on  green  figs  between  Bethany  and  Jerafa* 
lem;  his  religion  walks^abroad  at  eight,  and  leaves  his 
Kind  entertainer  iA  the  (hop,  trading  all  day  without 
his  religion.  * 

Another  fort  there  be,  who,  when  they  hear  that  all  j^-g^^ 
things  (hall  be  ordered,  all  things  regulated  and  fet-  outwud 
tied;  nothing  written  but  what  pafies  through  the aminsftom 
cuftom-houfe  of  certain  publicans,  that  have  the  ton- SS^USo^ 
naging  and  poundaging  of  all  free-fpoken  truth ;  will  ^^^»  ^^ 
ftraight  give  themfelves  up  into  yoitf  hands  j  make  them  with  an  in 
and  cut  them  out  what  religion  ye  pleafe :   there  be  imtarT^f  "^ 
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rditkm,     recreations  and  Jolly  paftimes^  that  wHl  fetch  the  dlaf 

^ns^.        about  from  fun  to  fun^  and  rock  the  tedious  year  as  in 

\hh^   a  delightful  dream.      What  need  they  torture  their 

•S*  rhS^"  heads  with  that  which  others  have  taken^  fo  ftridly, 

of  thepress,  and  fo  Unalterably^  iftto  their  own  purveying  I    Thcfc 

Ui^V***  aw  the  fruits,  which  a  dull  eafe  and  ceflPation  ©four 

knowledge  will  bring**  forth  among  the  peopk.    How 

goodly,  and  how  to  be  wiflied,  were  fuch  an  obedient 

unanimity  as  this  ?     What  a  fine  conformity  would 

it  ftarch  us  all  into  ?  Doubllefs  a  (launch  and  foiid 

piece  of  frame-work^  as  any  January  could  firee2e-toge- 

ther. 

And  the         Nor   much  better  will  be  the  confequence  even 

grofH^jH  ««M>ng  the  Ckrgy  thenifdves.   It  is  no  new  thing  never 

th€*troe      ****'d-®f  before,  for  a  parochial  mintfter,  who  has  his 

frroundsof  .-reward,  and  is  at  his  Hercules  Pillars  in  a  warm  bene- 

^^         fice,  to  be  eafily  inclinable,  if  he  have  nothing  elfe 

that  may  roufe*up  his  (ludies,  to  (inifli  his  circuit  in 

an  Engliih  concordance  and  a  topic  Folio,  the  gather-r 

ings  and  favings  of  a  fober  graduatcfliip,  a  Harmony 

and  a  Catena,  treading  the  conftant  round  of  certain 

common  doSrinal   beads,  attended  with  their  ufcs, 

motives,  marks  and  means ;  out  of  which,  as  out  of 

an  alphabet,  or  Sol  Fa,  by  forming  and  transforming^ 

joining  and  disjoining  varioufly,  a  little  book-craft,  and 

two  hours  meditation,  nii^ht  funiifk  hrm  unfpeakabW 

to  the  performance  of  more  than  a  weekly  charge  of 

fcrmoning :  not  to  reckon -up  the  infinite  helps  of  in-^ 

lerlinearios,  breviaries,  fynopfes,   and  other  loitering 

gear-  But,  as  for  the  multitude  of  fermons,  ready-print* 

ed  and  piled -up,  on  every  text  that  is  not  difficult,  our 

London  trading  St.  Thomas  in  h\%  veftry ,  and  add  to 

boot  St,  Martin  and  St.  Hugh,  have  not  within  their 

hallowed  limits  more  vendible  ware  of  ail  forts  ready- 

•   ^  made; 
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made :  fo  that  penury  he  never  need  fear  of  pulpit-piD- 
^fion,  having  where  fo  plenteouiiy  to  rcfrefli  his  ma- 
gasine.  But,  if  hi?  rear  and  flanks  be  not  impaled^  if 
his  back-door  be  not  feciired  by  the  rigid  Licenfcr^  but 
that  a  "bold  book  may  now  and  then  H&ic- forth,  and 
give  the  aflault  to  fome  of  his  old  collections  in  the 
trenches^  it  will  concern  him  ihen  to  keep  waking,  to 
fland  in  watch,  to  fet  good  guards  and  fentinels  about 
his  received  opinions,  to  walk  the  round  and  ^ounter-^ 
found  with  his  fellow-infpeAors,  fearing  left  any  of  his 
flock  be  feduced,  who  alfo  then  woiiKl  be  better  in^ 
ftructed,  better  exercifed  and  difciplined.  And  God  fend 
that  the  fear  of  this  diligence,  which  mud  then  be  ufed, 
do  not  make  us  afTcA  the  lazinefsof  a  Licenfiog  church! 

For,  if  we  be  fure  we  are  in  the  right,  and  do  TK>t  hoU 
the  truth  guiltily,  which  becomes  not$-r-if  wcourCelves 
comdemn  not  our  own  w«ak  and  frivolous  teaching, 
and  the  people  for  an  untaught  and  irreligious,  gadding, 
root ;  what  can  be  more  fair,  tbaa,  when  a  man  judi« 
cious,  learned,  and  of  a  confcieiice,  for  aught  we  know, 
as  good  as  theirs  that  taught  us  what  we  know,  (hall^ 
not  privily  from  houfe  to  houie,  (which  is  more  dange« 
rous,)  but  openly  by  writing  publifii  to  the  world  what 
his  opinion  is,  what  his  reafons,  and  wherefore  that 
which  is  now  thought  cannot  be  found  ?  Chrift  urged 
k,  as  wherewith  to  juftity  himfelf,  '<  that  he  preached  in 
public^''  yet  writing  is  more  public  than  preaching;  and 
more  eafy  to  refutation,  if  need  be,  there  being  fo  many 
whofe  bufinefs  and  profeffion  merely  it  is  to  be  the 
champions  of  truth  $  which  if  they  negle^  what  can 
1>e  imputeil  but  their  floth  or  unabiltty  i 

Thus  much  we  are  hindered  and  difiuured,  by  this 
courfe  of  Licenfing,  toward  the  true  knowledge  of  what 
we  fetm  lo  know.    For  how  much  it  hurts  and  hiud- 

ft  3  f  r» 
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ers  die  liceftifera  themfelves  in  the  calling  df  their  mi* 
niftry»  more  than  aiiy  fectdar  employment,  if  they 
will  difcharge  that  office  as  tbey  ought>  (jfo  that  of  ne-^ 
ceflity  they  muft  negle&,  either  the  one  duty  or  thi: 
6ther ;)  I  iiifift  not,  becaufe  it  i«  a  particular ;  but  leave 
it  to  their  own  confcience,  how  they  will  decide  it 
there. 

There  is  yet  behind  of  what  I  purpofed  to  lay-^ypen, 
the  incredible  lofs  and  detriment,  that  this  plot  of  Li-* 
cenfing  puts  us  to,  more  than  if  fome  icliemy  at  fe% 
ihould  ftdp^p  all  our  havens,  and  port^,  and  creeks  $ 
it  hinders  and  retards  the  importation  of  oor  richeft 
merchandise.  Truth :  tiay,  it  was  firft  eftabliflied  and 
|>ot  in  prance  by  Antichriftian  malice  and  myflery  on 
fit  purpofe  to  extinguifl],  if  it  were  poffible^  the  Light 
of  Reformation,  and  to  fettle  FalAthood  j  little  differing 
from  that  policy  wherewith  the  Turk  upholds  his  Al- 
coran, by  the  prohibiting  of  printing.  It  is  not  de* 
nied,  but  gladly  confefled,  we  are  to  fend  our  thanka 
and  vows  to  Heaven^  louder  than  moft  of  nations,  for 
that  great  irieafure  of  Truth  which  we  enjoy,  efpecial- 
ly  in  thofe  main  points  between  us  and  the  Pope,  with^ 
his  appurtenances,  the  Prelates :  but  he  who  thinks  we 
tire  to  pitch  our  tent  here,  and  have  attained  the  ut- 
moft  profped  of  reformation,  that  the  mortal  glafa 
wherein  we  contemplate  can  fliow  us,  till  we  come  to 
beatific  vifion ;  that  man  by  this  very  opinion  de« 
clares,  that  he  is  yet  far  (hort  of  Truth. 
]?f  ^*^^^      Truth  indeed  came  once  into  the  world  with  her  di- 

never  to  de- 
sist from     yiue  mailer,  and  was  a  perfeft  (hape  moft  dorious  to 

our  inqui-  i  •  «:> 

Ties  after  look-on  :  but  when  he  at'cended,  and  his  Apoftles  after 
rJli'io^™  him  were  laid-afleepi  then  ftraight  arofe  a  wicked  race 
^nth»t  of  deceivers,  who  (as  thatflory  goes  of  the  Egyptian 
compieatiy  Tvphoit  With  bis  cOnfpurators^  how  they  dealt  with  the 
j^dt,  good 
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ffioi  Ofym,)  took  the  virgin  Truths  hewed  ber  lovely 
foFoa  into  a  tboufand  pieces^  and  fcattered  them  to  the 
four  winds.    From  thai  time  ever  lince,  the  fad  friends 
of  Truth,  fuch  as  durft  appear,  imitating  the  careful 
fearch  ihat  Ifis  made  for  the  mangled  body  of  Ofiris, 
went  up  and  downgathering-upUmbby  iinib,(ltll  as  they 
could  find  them.    We  have  not  yet  found  them  all. 
Lords  and  Commons,  nor  ever  Aiall  do,  till  her  Maf- 
ter's  fccond  coining;  He  (hall  bring-together  every 
joint  and  member,  and  fiiall  mould  them  into  an  im- 
mortal  feature  of  lovelinefs  and  perfe3tion.     iSuflTer  not 
thefe  Licenfing  prohibitions  to  {lan<l  at  ev^ry  place  of  op* 
portunity  forbidding  and  difturbing  them  that  continue 
-feeking,  that  continue  to  do  our  obfequies  to  the  torn 
body  of  our  martyred  faint.    We  botft  our  light ;  but 
if  we  look  not  wifely  on  the  fun  itfelf,  it  fmites  us  into 
darknefs.    Who  can  difcern  thofe  planets  that  are  oft 
combuft,  and  thofe  flars  of  brightcft  magnitade  that 
rife  and  fet  with  the  fun,  until  the  oppofite  motion  of 
their  orbs  bring  them  to  fuch  a  place  in  the  firmament, 
where  they  may  be  feen  evening  or  morning  ?    The 
light  which  we  have  gained,  was  given  us,  not  to  be 
<ver  fiaring-on,  but  by  it  to.dtfcover  onward  things 
more  remote  from  our  knowledge.    It  is  not  the  un- 
fsocking  of  a  pried,  the  unmitring  of  a  bifhop,  and 
the  removing  him  from  off  the  prefbyterian  (boulders, 
that  will  make  us  a  happy  nation ;  no,  if  other  things 
as  great  in  the  church,  and  in  the  rule  of  life,  both 
^economical  and  political,  be  not  looked-into  and  re* 
formed,  we  have  looked  fo  long  upon  the  blaze  that 
Zuinglius  and  Calvin  have  beaooned-uf  to  us,  that  we 
9Xt  fiark-blind.    There  be  who  perpetually  complain  of 
Schifms  and  Sc&s,  and  make  it  fuch  a  calamity,  that 
foy  max)  di0*entB  from  their  maxims.    It  ia  thi^ir.  own 

ft  4  .  "'-^     pride 
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pride  and  ignorance  which  caufes  the  difturbing;  who 
neither  will  bear  with  hietfknefs,  nor  can  convince : 
yet  all  muft  be  fuppreffed  which  is  not  found  in  their 
Syntagma.    They  are  the  troublers,  they  are  the  divi- 
ders of  unity^  who  neg]e£t  and  permit  not  others  to 
tmite  thofe  diflevered  pieces,  which  are  yet  wanting  to 
the  body  of  truth-    To  be  ftill  fearching  what  we  know 
pot,  by  what  we  know,  ftill  cloflng-up  truth  to  truth 
as  we  find  It,   (for  all  her  body  is  homogeneal,  and 
proportional)  this  is  the  golden  rule  in  theology  as  well 
as  in  arithmetic,  and  makes -up  the  beft  harmony  in  a 
a  church  ;  not  the  forced  and  outward  union  of  cold, 
and  neutral,  and  inwardly -divided,  minds. 
The  En  -        Lords  and  Commons  pf  England !  confider  what  Na- 
lish  nation  tion  it  18  whereof  ye  are,  and  whereof  ye  are  the  go- 
Kcnarkable  vernors:  a  nation  not  flow  and  dull,  but  of  a  quick,  in- 
Iweoi'      genious,  and  piercing  fpirit;  acute  to  invent,  fuhtile 
imddl^*^  and  fincwy  to  difcourfej  notbtneath  th^  reach  of  any 
diiiguice     point,   the  higheft  that  human  capacity  can  foar-to. 
yonuit  of    Therefore  the  ftudies  of  Learning  in  her  deepeft  Sciences 
*"**•         Save  beenfo  ancient,  and  fo  eminent,  among  us,  that 
writers  of  good  antiquity  and   able  judgment    have 
been  perfuaded,   that  even  the  fchool  of  Pythagoras, 
and  the  Pcrfian  wifdom,  took  beginning  from  the  old 
Philofopby  of  this  idand.     And  that  wife  and  dvil  Ro- 
man,  Julius  Agricoia,  who  governed  once  here  for 
Caefar,  preferred  the  natural  wits  of  Britain,  before  the 
laboured  ftudies  of  the  French.    Nor  is  it  for  nothing 
that  the  grave  and  frugal  Tranfilvanian  fends  out  year* 
ly  from  as  far  as  the  mountainous  borders  of  Ruflia, 
jnd  beyond  the  Hercynian  wildernefi,  not  their  youth, 
but  their  ftaid  men,  to  learn  our  language,  and  our  The- 
plogic  arts.     Yet  that  which  is  above  all  this,  the  fa-> 
your  and  the  love  of  Heaven,  we  have  great  argument 
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to  think  in  a  peculiar  manner  propitious  and  propend'- 
ing  towards  us.  Why  clfe  was  this  nation  chofen  be- 
fore any  other,  ihat  out  of  her,  as  out  of  Sion,  (hould 
be  proclaimed  and  founded -forth  the  firft  tidings  and 
trumpet  of  Reformation  to  all  Europe  ?  And  bad  it 
not  been  the  obftinate  perverfenefs  of  our  Prelates 
againft  the  divine  and  admirable  fpirit  of  Wickliff,  to 
fupprefs  him  as  a  Schifmatic  and  Innovator,  perhaps, 
neither  the  Bohemian  HuiTe  and  Jerom,  no  nor  the 
name  of  Luther  or  of  Calvin,  had  been  ever  known  x 
the  glory  of  reforming  all  our  neighbours  had  been 
completely  ours.  But  now,  as  our  obdurate  Clergy 
have  with  violence  demeaned  the  matter,  we  are  be- 
come hitherto  the  lateft  and  the  backwardeft  fcholars  [of 
tfaofejof  whom  God  offered  to  have  made  us  the  teachers. 
Now  once  again,  by  all  concurrence  of  figns,  and  by 
the  general  inftin6l  of  holy  and  devout  men,  as  they 
daily  and  folemnly  exprefs  their  thoughts,  God  is  de< 
treeing  to  begin  fome  new  and  great  period  in  his 
church,  even  to  the  reforming  of  Reformation  itfelf ; 
what  does  he  then  but  reveal  himfelf  to  his  fervants, 
and^  as  his  manner  is,  firft,  to  his  Engliflimen  ?  I  fay 
as  his  manner  is,  firft  to  us,  though  we  mark  not  the 
method  of  his  counfcis,  and  are  unworthy.  Behold  ^on^^'JJ^ 
now  this  vaft  city  ;  a  city  of  refuge,  the  manfion-  "ai  and 
houie  of  liberty,  encompaffed  and  furrounded  with  his  iwith  whick 
proteftion.  The  (hop  of  war  hath  not  there  more  anvils  number  of 
and  hammers  waking,  to  fafliion-out  the  plates  and  j'nTiJ;^!!^'^ 
inftruments  of  armed  Juftice  in  defence  of  bclcagucr'd  wcremudy. 

"^  inc  9n<i  ex* 

Truth,  than  there  be  pens  and  heads  there,  fitting  by  ammingtbe 
their  ftudious  lamps,    mufing,    fcarching,    revolving  ,cUgJon? 
new  notions  and  ideas,    wherewith  to  prefent,  as  with 
their  homage  and  their  fealty,  the  approaching  Refor- 
IH^tiont  others  as  fail,  reading,  trying  all  things,  aflent- 

ing 
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Uig  to  the  force  of  reafcm  and  cooTincesicnt.  Wbat 
^ould  a  niaQ  require  more  from  a  nation  fo  pliant  and 
fo  prone  to  feek  after  knowledge  ?  What  wants  there 
to  fuch  a  towardly  and  pregnant  foil^  but  wife  and 
faithful  labourers,  to  make  a  knowing  people,  a  nation 
of  prophets,  of  fages,  and  of  worthies?  We  reckon 
more  than  five  months  yet  to  barvcfi ;  there  need  not 
be  five  weeks,  had  we  but  eyes  to  lift-up,  the  fields 
jj.^^.  ^are  white  already.  Where  there  is  much  defire  to 
opinions     kam,  there  of  neceflSty  will  be  much  arguing,  much 

will  arise  .  .  .    .  ^  .    .         .  • 

hence,  but  writmg,  many  opmions  ;  for  opinion  in  good  men  ts 
^beet^^  but  knowledge  in  the  making*  Under  thcfe  fantaflic 
«eemed  n  ierrours  of  Sed  and  Schifm,  we  wrong  the  earned  and 
zealous  thirft  after  knowledge  and  underfiandingy 
which  God  hath  dirred-up  in  this  city.  What  fome 
lament  of,  we  rather  (hould  rejoice  at,  fliould  rather 
praife  this  pious  forwardnefs  among  men,  to  reaflume 
the  ill-deputed  care  of  their  religion  into  their  own 
bands  again.  A  little  generous  prudence,  a  little  for^ 
bearanceof  one  another,  and  foroe  grain  of  Charity^ 
might  win  all  thefe  diligencies  to  join  and  unite  into 
one  general  and  brotherly  fearch  after  truth ;  could  we 
but  forego  this  Prelatical  tradition  of  crowding  free 
confciences  and  Chriftian  liberties  into  Canons  and  pre« 
ceptsofmen.  I  doubt  not,  if  fome  great  and  worthy 
flranger  Ihould  come  among  us,  wife  to  difoem  the 
mould  and  temper  of  a  people,  and  how  to  govern  it, 
obferving  the  high  hopes  and  aims,  the  diligent  aiacri^ 
ty  of  our  extended  thoughts  and  neafonings  in  the  pur- 
fuance  of  truth  and  freedom,  but  that  he  would  cry-out, 
as  Pyrrhus  did,  admiring  the  Roman  docility  and  cou* 
rage;  <<  if  fuch  were  my  Epirots,  I  would  not  defpair  the 
greateft  defign  that  could  be  attempted  to  make  a  church, 
0t  kingdom^  happy."    Yet  thefe  are  the  men  cried* 

out 
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out  againft  forSchtfinatict  and  Seeuries,  as  if,  while 
the  temple  of  the  Lord  was  building,  fonie  cutting, 
fome  Ic^uaring  the  marble,  others  hewing  die  crdars, 
there  (hould  be  a  fort  of  iixational  men,  who  could 
not  confider  tliere  muft  be  many  fchifms  and  many 
diflections  made  in  the  quarry  and  in  the  timber,  ere 
the  houfe  of  God  can  be  built.  And  when  every  done 
is  laid  artfully  together,  it  cannot  be  united  into  a  con* 
tinuity,  it  can  but  be  contiguous,  in  this  world :  neither 
can  every  piece  of  the  building  be  of  one  form ;  nay, 
rather  the  perfection  confifts  in  this,  that  out  of  many 
moderate  varieties  and  brotherly  diflimilitudes,  (that  are 
not  vaflly  difproportional,)  arifes  the  goodly  and  the 
graceful  fymmetry  that  commends  the  whole  pile  and 
IhruAure.  Let  us  therefore  be  more  confiderate  build- 
ers, more  wife  in  fpiritual  arcbite&ure,  when  great  re* 
formation  is  expected.  For  now  the  time  feems  come 
wherein  Mofes,  the  great  prophet,  may  fit  in  Heaven 
rejoicing  to  fee  that  memorable  and  glorious  wilh  of  his 
fulfilled,  when  not  only  our  feventy  elders,  but  all  the 
Lord's  people  are  become  prophets.  No  marvel  then^ 
though  fome  men,  and  fome  good  men  too,  perhaps, 
but  young  in  goodnefs,  as  Jo(hua  then  was,  envy  them* 
They  fret  and,  out  of  their  own  weaknefs,  are  in  agony, 
left  tbefe  dtvifions  and  fubdivifions  will  undo  us.  The 
adverfary  again  applauds,  and  waits  the  hour ;  *^  when 
they  have  branched  tbemfdves  out,  faith  he,  fmall 
enough  into  parties  and  partitions,  then  will  be  our 
time/'  Fool !  he  fees  not  the  firm  root,  out  of  which 
we  all  grow,  though  into  branches ;  nor  will  beware 
until  he  fee  our  fmall  divided  maniples  fitting  through 
at  every  angle  of  his  ill*united  and  unwieldly  hrigade. 
And  that  we  are  to  hope  better  of  all  thcfe  fuppofed 
Seds  and  Scbifms,  and  that  wt  (hall  not  need  that  folli* 

citude. 
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«ilude,  (honed  perhaps,  though  over-tiraorous,)  of  them 
that  vex  in  this  behalf^  butihall  laugh,  in  the  end,  at 
thofe  malicious  applaudcrs  of  our  dtflercnces,  I  have 
thefe  reafons  to  pci  fuade  me. 
The  great        ^*^^>  ^htti  2l  City  (hall  He,  as  it  were,  befieged  and 
twnquiiiity  blocked -aboLit,  her  navigable  river  infefted.  inroads  and 
fie  in  Un-  incuffions  round,  defiance  and  battle  oft  rumoured  to 
though  in  ^c  marching-up,cven  to  her  walls  and  fuburb-trenches|- 
tlif^nd^     that  then,  the  people,  or  the  greater  part,  more  than 
<iangcr,  and  at  Other  times,  wholly  taken-up  with   the  ftudy  of 
est  appiica-  highefl:  and  moll  important  matters  to  be  reformed, 
business  of  ^O"'^  ^e  difputing,  reafoning,  reading,  inventing,  dif^ 
rcforma-     courfing,  cvcn  to  a  rarity  and  admiration,  things  not 
proofeof     before  difcourfed  or  written  of,  argues,  firft,  a  lingular 
dcnce  Tn  "  good-will,  contentednefs,  and  confidence  in  j>our  pru- 
m,*thrtwo  ^^^  forefight,  and  fafe  government,  Lords  and  Corn- 
houses  of    mons:  and   from   thence  derives  ilfelf  to  a  gallant 

Parliament,  ,  ,        „  ,    .  -  .    .  . 

andastrong  bravery  and  well-grounded  contempt  of  their  enemies, 
fimtTvic^^*  as  if  there  were  no  fmall  number  of  as  great  fpiritt 
^^'y*  among  us,   as  his  was  who,  when  Rome  was  nigh 

befieged  by  Hannibal,  being  in  the  cily,  bought  that 
piece  of  ground  at  no  cheap  rate,  whereon  Hannibal 
himfelf  encamped  his  own  regiment.  Next,  it  is  a 
lively  and  cheerful  prefage  of  our  happy  fuccefs  and 
vifiory.  For,  as  in  a  body,  when  the  blood  is  frcfli,  the 
(pirits  pure  and  vigorous,  not  only  to  vital,  but  to  rati- 
onal, faculties,  and  thofe  in  the  acuteft,  and  the  perteft 
operations  of  wit  and  fubtlety,  it  argues  in  what  good 
plight  and  conllitution  the  body  is ;  fo  when  the  cheer- 
fulnefs  of  the  people  is  fo  fprightly  up,  as  that  it  has 
not  only  wherewith  to  guard  well  its  own  freedom  and 
fafet'y,  but  to  fpare,  and  to  b?ftow  upon  the  folideft  and 
fubliroeft  points  of  controverfy  and  new  invention,  it 
Ij^etokcns  m  not  degenerated^  nor  drooping  to  a  fatal 
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jlecay,  by  caftlng-offlheold  and  wrinkled  fkin  of  cor- 
ruption, to  outlive  thefe  pangs,  and  wax  young  again, 
entering  the  glorious  ways  of  inuh  and  profperons  vir- 
tue, deftined  to  become  great  and  honourable  in  ihefe 
latter  ages^  Methinks  I  fee  in  my  mind  a  noble  and 
■puiflant  Nation  roufing  herfelf  like  a  ftrong  man  after 
ileep,  and  (haking  her  invincible  locks :  methinks  I  fee 
her  as  an  eagle,  nuiing  her  mighty  youth,  and  kindling 
her  undazzled  eyes,  at  the  full  midday  beam  ;  purging  . 
and  unfcaling  her  long-abafed  fight  at  the  fountain 
itfelf  of  heavenly  radiance ;  while  the  whole  noife  of 
timorous  and  flocking  birds,  with  thofe  alfo  that  love 
ihc  twilight,  flutter-about,  amazed  at  what  flie  means, 
and,  in  their  envious  gabble,  would  prognofticate  a  year 
W  Sefts  and  Schifms. 

What  ftould  ye  do  then  ?  fliould  ye  fupprefs  all  this     n.  b. 
flowery  crop  of  knowledge  and  new  light  fprung-up  and 
yet  fpringing  daily  in  this  city  ?  Should  ye  fet  an  oli- 
garchy of  twenty  Engroflers  over  it,  to  bring  a  famine 
upon  our  minds  again,  when  we  fliali  know  nothing  but 
what  is  meafured  to  us  by  their  bulbel  ?  Believe  it, 
Lords  and  Common«j !  they  who  counfel  ye  to  fuch  a     N.  B. 
ftippreffing,  do  as  good  as  bid  ye  fupprefs  yourfelves ; 
and  I  will  foon  (how  how.     If  it  be  defired  to  know 
the  immediate  caufe  of  all  this  free^writing  and  free-  ^  ^^^  ^^^ 
fpcakinff,  there   cannot   bcaffigneda  truer  than  yourjutcom- 

^  o^  =>  '^    ,    pliincm  to 

own  mild,  and  free,  and  humane  government  5  it  is  the  *ariia- 
the  Liberty,  Lords  and  Commons,  which  your  own  °**'"'* 
•valorous  and  happy  counfels  have  purcbafed  us ;  Liber- 
ty, which  is  the  nurfe  of  all  great  wits:  This  is  that 
which  hath  rarefied  and  enlightened  our  fpirits  like 
the  influence  of  Heaven  ;  This  is  that  which  hatl^ 
enfranchifed,  enlarged,  and  lifted-up  our  apprehenfions 
degrees  above  themfelvcs.     Ye  cannot  make  us  now     N.Br 
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Ub  capable^  lefs  knowing,  Ids  eagerly  purfqiiig  of  the 
truth,  unlefs  ye  iirft  make  yourfelves,  that  made  us  fo^ 
lers  the  loversj  lefs  the  founders,  of  our  true  Liberty. 
We  can  grow  ignorant  again,  brutifli,  formal,  and 
ilavi(h,  as  ye  found  us;  but  you  then  muft,  firft,  become 
that  which  ye  cannot  be»  oppreffiye,  arbitrary  and 
tytanuous^  as  they  were  from  whom  ye  have  freed  uft« 
That  our  hearts  are  now  more  capacious,  our  thoughts 
more  ereded  to  the  fearch  and  expe£kation  of  greateft 
and  exacted  things,  is  the  iffue  of  your  own  virtue 
propagated  in  us ;  ye  cannot  fupprefs  that,  uqlefs  ye. 
re-inforce  an  abrogated  and  mercilefs  law>  that  fipithers 
may  difpatch  at  will  their  own  children.  And  who 
(ball  then  (lick  clofeft  to  ye  and  excite  others  ?  Not  he 
who  takes*up  arms  for  coat  and  condud,  aud  his  fouf 
nobles  pf  Danegelt.  Although  I  difpraife  not  the  de- 
fence of  juft  immunities,  yet  love  my  peace  better,  if 
th^t  were  all.  Give  me  the  liberty  to  know,  to  utter, 
and  to  argue  freely  according  to  confcieace,  above  all 
liberties. 

What  woi^ld  be  be({*advifed  then,  if  it  be  fotmd  fp 

hurtful  and  fo  unequal  to  fupprefs  opinions  for  th^ 

newnefs,  or  the  unfuitablenefs  to  a  cuftomary  accept* 

anoe,  will  not  be  my  taflc  to  fay  ;  I  flialt  only  repeat 

worthy       wh^t  I  have  learned  from  one  of  your  own  honourable 

wasof  opt^  number,  a  right-noble  and  pious  Lord,  who  had  he  not 

nimi  that    facrificed  his  life  and  fortunes  to  the  church  and  com* 

ditiflrent 

Sectsofrett-  monwealth,  we  had  not  now  mifled  and  bewailed  a 
toUetofeni- worthy  aod  undoubted  patron  of  this  ailment.  Ye 
^'  know  him,  I  amfure;  yet  I,  for  honour's  fake,  (and  maf 

it  be  eternal  to  him  !)  (hall  name  him,  the  I^rd  Brook. 
He,  writing  of  Epifcopacy,  and,  by  the  way,  treating  of 
Sefts  and  Schifms,  left  ye  his  vote,  or,  rather  now,  the 
laft  words  of  his  dying  charge^  which  I  know  will  ever 

be 
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Ve  of  dear  tnd  bonoaicd  regsrdwUb  ye,  lb  AiII  of 
inceknefs  tnd  breathing  charity,  that,  next  to  His  laft 
tefiament  who  bequeathed  Love  and  Peace  to  big  dr(« 
cipksy  I  cannot  call  to  mind  where  I  have  read,  or 
heard,  words  more  mild  and  peaceful*  He  there  ex* 
koru  us  **  to  hear  with  patience  and  humility  Ihofe, 
(however  they  be  mifcailedy}  Ihat  defire  to  live  puretyy. 
in  fuch  a  tife  of  God's  oidinanees,  as  the  beft  guidance 
of  their  confcience  gives  them,  and  to  tolerate  them> 
(hough  in  fome  difconformity  to  ourfelves/''  The  bool^ 
itfelf  Will  tell  us  more  at  large,  being  publiflied  to  the 
world,  and  dedicated  to  the  Parliament  by  him,  who^ 
both  for  his  Kfe  and  for  hb  death,  deferves,  that  what 
advice  he  left  be  not  laid-by  without  perufal. 

And  now  the  time  in  fpecial  is,  by  privilege  to  write  it  is  motv 
and  fpeak  what  may  help  to  the  farther  difcuffing  of  g^^j^if' 
matters  in  agitation.    The  temple  of  Janus^  with  his  time,  while 
two  ctmtroverfiil  faees,  might  now  not  unfignificantly  mation  oC 
be  fet-open.    And,  though  aU  the  winds  of  doArine  >^tfn?ii;iti- 
were  let  loofe  to  play  upon  the  earth,  fo  Truth  be  in  com^Jr 
the  field,  we  do  injurioufly,  by  Licenfing  and  prohibi-  *<>  pc«Tn»t 
ting,  to  mtfdoubt  her  ftrengtb.    Let  her  and  Fa]  (hood  lish  their 
grapple ;  who  ever  knew  Truth  put  to  the  worfe,  in  a  wuhout^w* 
ftee  and  open  eacountor  ?     Her  confuting  is  the  beft  s^»^ 
and  fureft  fuppreffing.    He  who  hears  what  praying 
there  is  for  light  and  clear  knowledge  to  be  fent-down 
among  us,  would  think  of  other  matters  to  be  confti- 
tuted  beyond  the  difcipline  of  Geneva,  framed  and  fa<«^ 
bricked  already  to  our  hands.     Yet,  when  the  new 
light  which  we  beg  for,  (hines-in  upon  ns,  there  be 
who  envy  and  oppofe,  if  it  come  not  firft  in  at  their 
eafements.    What  a  collulion  is  this,  whenas  we  are 
exhorted  by  the  wife  man  to  ufe  diligence,  <^  to  feek 
fee  wifdom  as  for  hidden  treafures''  early  and  late,  that 
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kno(her  order  fliill  eiijotn  us,  to  know  nothing  bdt  hf 

ftatiUc  ?     When  a  nran  hath  been  labouring  the  bard* 

eft  labour  in  the  deep  mines  of  knowledge,  hath  fuf- 

■niflied-out  his  findings  in  all  their  equipage,  drawn* 

forth  his  reafons  as  it  vi  ere  a  battle  ranged,  fcattered 

and  defeated  all  obje6lions  in  his  way,  calls't)ut  his  ad- 

.vcrfary  into  the  plain,  offers  him  the   advantage  of 

wind  and  fun,  if  he  pleafe,  only  that  he  may  try  the 

palter    by  dint  of  argument;  for  his  opponents  then 

,to  fculk,  to  lay  ambufl)ments»  ^o  keep  a  narrow' bridge 

of  Licenfing  where  the  challenger  fliould  pafs,  though  it 

be  valour  enough  in  foldierfliip,  is  but  weaknefs  and 

cDvvardlcp  in  the  wars  of  Truth.    For  who  knows  not 

that  Truth  is  ftrong,  next  to  the  Almighty  ?  {beneedi» 

no  policies,  nor  (Iratagcms,   nor  licenfings,  to  make 

her  vidorious  :  Thofe  are  the  fliifta  and  the  <fefenoes 

that  Error  ufes    againft  her  power ;  Give  her  but 

room,    and  do  not   bind  her  when  (he  deeps  :   for 

then  (he  fpeaks  not  true,  (as  the  old  Proteus  did,  who 

fpake  oracles  only  when  he  was  caught  and  bound,) 

but  then  rather  (he  turns  herfelf  into  all  fliapes,  ez« 

cept  her  own,  and  perhaps  tunes  her  voice  according 

to  the. time,  (asMicaiah  did  before  Ahab,)  until  (he  be 

adjured  into  her  own  likenefs.     Yet  is  it  not  iwpoili- 

ble  that  (he  may  have  more  (liapes  than  one.     What 

thInM  arc    ^^^^  **  *"  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  iblngs  indiffirgnty  wherein  Truth 

in  their  na-  may  be  on. this  lide,  or  on  the  other,  without  being 

ferent,  and  unlike  herfelf?     What  but  a  vain  (hadow  elfe  is  the 

Siiopinfon^  abolition   of  *'  ihofc  ordinances,   that   band-writing 

fhTm  Si'ht  "^*'^^  '°  ^^^  ^"^'^  ^  ^^^^  S^^**  purchafe  is  this  Chrifti- 

tobcpcr-    an  liberty  which  Paul    fo  often  boafts  of  ?     His  doc- 

tiine  is,  that  he  who  eats  or  eats  not,  regards  a  day  or 

regards  it  not,  nay  do  either  to  ihc  Lor<i,     How  many 

other  things  might  be  tolerated  in  pe^ce,  and  left  to 

confcience. 
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Mnfeiexlce^  had  we  but  cbanty^  aiid  weit  it  not  i^i 
^bief  ftrDDg->bold  of  our  hypocrify  to  be  ever  judgifig 
one  another  ?  I  fear  yet  this  iron  yoke  of  outward 
conformity  hath  left  a  flaviih  print  upon  our  necks  ; 
the  ghoft  of  a  linen  deceney  yet  haunts  us.  We  fium* 
blei  and  are  impatient,  at  the  leaft  dividing  of  one 
vifible  congregation  fn^n  anoiher,  though  it  be  not  in 
fundamentals ;  and  through  our  forwardnefs  to  fupprefs^ 
and  our  backwardnefs  to  recover,  any  enthralled  piece 
of  truth  out  of  the  gripe  of  cufiom,  we  care  not  to  keep 
truth  feparated  from  truth,  which  is  the  fierccft  ^nt 
apd  difunionof  all.  We  do  not  fee,  that  while  we  fiill 
sfik€t,  by  all  means,  a  right  external  formality,  we  may 
as  foon  fall  again  into  a  grofs  conforming  flupidity^  a 
Hark  and  dead  congealmcnt  of  <'  wood  and  hay  and 
I^ubble/'  forced  and  frczen  together,  which  is  more  to 
the  fudden  degenerating  of  a  church  than  many  fubdi-> 
chotomies  of  petty  fchifms.  Not  that  I  can  think 
well  of  every  \\glit  feparation ;  ,or  that  all  in  a  church  is 
t^^  expeded  '<  gold  and  Giver  and  precious  (tones :'' 
it  is  not  poffible  for  man  to  fever  the  wheat  from  the 
tares^  the  good  fifh  from  the  other  fry ;  that  muft  be 
the  angels  miniftry  at  the  end  of  mortal  things.  Yet 
if  all  cannot  be  of  one  mind,  (as  who  looks  they  Ihould 
be  ?)  this  doubtlefs  is  more  wholefome,  more  prudent, 
apd  morechriftian,  that  many  b^  tolerated  rather  than 
all  compelled.  I  mean  not  tolerated  popery  and  open 
superstition',  which  as  it  extirpates  all  religions  and  civil  \ 
iupremacies,  fo  itfelf  (hould  be  extirpate;  provided^ 
fi^ft,  that  all  charitable  and  compaffionate  means  be 
ufed  to  wm  and  regain  the  weak  and  the  mifled.  That 
alfo  %ubieb  is  impious,  or  evil,  absolutely,  eitber  against 
faitb  or  manners,  no  law  can  poffibly  permit,  that 
intends  not  to  unlaw  itfelf:  but  thofe  neighbouring 
R  differences, 
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diHorenctts,  or  rather  indiSerences,  are  wliat  I  fpeak  d(\ 
whether  in  fome  point  of  doftrine^  or  of  difciplmey 
which  though  they  may  be  many,  yet  need  not  mter«^ 
rupt  the  unity  of  fpirit,  if  we  could  but  find  among  u9 
bcdiwwrer.  ^'^^  bond  of  peace.  In  the  mean  while,  if  any  one 
«d,  but  by  would  wfite,  and  brinsr  bit  htlpful  band  to  the  flow- 

%low  dc-  .  J  .  ®  .   ,  \  ,  .        ./.         , 

frees,  by  the  movmg  retormation  which  w^labomr  luider,  if  truth 
mmiSon  ^''^  fjioheu  to  him  before  others,  or  but  feemed  at 
thoughts  of  '***  ^  fpeak,   who  haih   fo  bcjcfuited  ua,  that  we 
learned  and  (hould  trouble  that  man  with  aiktng  licence  to  do  fa 
men  to  tiie  Worthy  a  deed ;  and  not  cotifider  Chfis,  that  if  it  come 
^"  ^  '      to  prohibiting,  there  is  not  aught  more  likely  to  be 
prohibited  than  truth  itfelf :  whofe  firft  appearance  to- 
our  eyes,  bleared  and  dimmed  with  prejudice  and  cus- 
tom,  is  more  nnfightly  and  iinplaufible  than  many 
errours ;  even  as  the  perfon   h  of  many  a  great  man 
flight  and  contemptible  to  fee-to.    And  what  do  they 
tell  US  vainly  of  new  opinions,  when  this  very  opini- 
on  of  theirs,  that  none  muft  be  heard  but  whom  thjey 
like,   is  the  worft  and   neweft  opinion  of  all  other^f 
and   is  the  chief  caufe  why  ScSs^and  Schifms  do  fo 
much  abound)  and  true  knowledge  is  kept  at  diflance 
from  us  ;  befides  yet,  a  greater  danger  which  is  in  it* 
For  when  God   (hakes  a  kingdom,  with  ftrong  and 
healthful  conmiatiuns,  to  a  general  reforming,  it  is  not 
nntrue  that  many  fcftaries  and  falfe  teachers  are   then 
bnfieft  in  feducingr     But  yet  more  true  it  is,  that  God 
rhen  raifes  to  his  own  wOrk,  men  of  rare  abilities,  and 
ii>ore  than  commaiTi  iiiduftry,  rot  only  to  look-back 
and  revife  what  hath  been   taught  heretofore,  but  to 
^ain  funher,  and  go-on,  fome  new  enlightened  fteps  in 
the  difcovery  of  truth.     For  fuch  is  the  order  of  God's 
enlightening  his  Church,  to  difpenfe  and  deal-out  by 
degrees  his.  beam,   fo  as  otir  earthly  eyes   may  beft 
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fuftatn  it.    Neither  is  God  appointed  and  confined^ 
where  and  out  of  what  place  thefe  ins  cUofen  (hall  be 
£rft  heard  to  fpeak;  for  he  &e&  not  as  inan  lecSf 
dioofej  not  as  man  choofea^  left  we  (hould  devote  our* 
fdves  agam  to  fet-places,  and  afiemblies,  and  outward-* 
callings  of  men ;  planting  our  faith  one  while  in  the 
old  Convocatton-houfe,  and  another  while  in  the  Cha. 
pel  at  Weftminfter;  when  all  the  faith  and  religion 
that  (hall  be  there  canonized^  is  not  fufficient  without 
plain  convincement.  and  the  chanty  of  patient  inftruo* 
tion,  to  fupple  the  leaft  bruife  of  confcience,  to  edify 
themeaneft  chriftian^  who  defires  to  walk   ih  the 
fpmi,  and  not  in  the  letter  of  human  truft^  for  all  the 
number  of  voices  that  can  be  there  made ;  no,  though 
Harry  the  Seventh  himfelf  there,  with  all  his  liege 
tombs  about  him,  (hould  lend  them  voices  from  the 
dead  to  fwell  their  number.  And,  if  the  men  be  errone- 
ous who  appear  to  be  the  leading  Schifmatics,  what 
withholds  us  but  our  (loth,  our  felf  will,  and  diftruft  in 
the  right  caufe,  that  we  do  not  give  them  gentle  meet- 
ings and  gentle  dismidionsj  that  we  debate  not,  and  exa<* 
mine  the  matter  thoroughly,  with  liberal  and  frequent 
audience ;  if  not  for  their  fakes,  yet  for  our  own  ?  See- 
ing no  man  who  hath  tailed  learning,  but  will  confefs 
the  many  ways  of  profiting  by  thofe  who,  not  content- 
ed with  ftale  receipts,  are  able  to  manage  and  fet-forth 
new  pofitions  to  the  world.    And,  were  they  but  as 
the  duft  and  cinders  of  our  feet,  fo  long  as  in  that 
notion  they  may  yet  ferve  to  poliih  and  brighten  the 
armoury  of  truth,  even  for  that  refpefl  they  were  not 
utterly  to  be  caft-away.  But,  if  they  be  of  thofe  whom 
God  hath  fitted  for  the  fpecial  ufe  of  thefe  times,  with 
cfminent  and  ample  gifts,  and  thofe,  perhaps,  neither 
imong  the  priefts,  Dior  among  the  Pharifees,  and  we  in 
x  %  tht 


i*-^  ._- 


the  hade  of  a  precipitant  seal  (halt  pake  no  dtfttnC'-^ 

tion,  but  refolve  to  (lop  their  mouths,  becaufe  we  fear 

they  come  with  new  and  dangerous  opinions,  as  we 

cpmmonly  forejudge  them>  ere  we  underftand  them  f 

no  lefs  than  woe  to  u$^  while,  thinking  thus  to  defend 

the  Gofpel,  we  are  found  the  perfccutors ! 

ScvCTsi  of        There  have  been  not  a  few  (Ince  the  beginning  of 

tcrian         tjiis  Parliament,  both  of  the  Prelbylery  and  others,  who 

themselves,  ^V  their  unllcenfed  books,  to  the  contempt  of  aa  Impri^ 

did  eminent  matufy  firft  broke  that  triple  ice  clung  about  our  hearts^ 

service  to  -        *  r  o  ^ 

thePubiick,  and  tauffht  the  people  to  fee  dav  :  I  hone  that  none  of 
at  the  be-      ^    .      ^         ,     *^     V      ,  '  ._.    i_ 

ginning  of  tQolc  wcre  the  pcriuauers  to  renew  upon  us  this  bon- 
ment*by  ^^^'  which  they  ihemfclves  have  wrought  fo  much 
bold**b''^^  good  by  contemning.  But,  if  neither  the  check  that 
useful,  Mofes  gave  to  young  Jolliua,  nor  the  countermand 
out  Liccn-  which  our  Saviour  gave  to  young  John,  (who  was  fo. 
tcniprof?he  ^^^^Y  ^^  prohibit  ibofc  whom  he  thought  unlicenfed,^ 
lawsconcer-  be  enouffh  to  admonifli  our  ciders^  how   unaccepta* 

nmg  Licen-  '         .  • 

«in{;  then     ble  to  God  thcir  tedy  mood  of  prohibiting  is  ;  if  neither 

^'"^      thcir  own  remembrance,  what  evil  hath  abounded  ia 

the  church  by  this  lett  of Licenfing,  and  what  goodthey 

themfelves   have  begun    by  tranlgrclBng   it,  be  not 

enough,  but  that  they  will  pcrfuade  and  execute  the 

mod  Dominican  part  of  the  InquiGiion  over  us,  and 

are  already  with  one  foot  in  the  ftirrup,  {o  adive  at 

fwppreffing,  it  would  be  no  unequal  diilribution,  in  the 

firft-place,  to  fupprefs  the  fupprefljrs  themfelves;  whom 

tlie  change  of  their  coiulition   hath  puffed-up,*  more 

tl)an  their  late  experience  of  harder  times  hath  made 

wife. 

The  Order    ,  And  as  for  regulating  the  prcfs,  let  no  man  think  to 

menVJext   have  the  honour  of  advifjng  ye  better  than  yourfclve^ 

before  ths    ^j^y^  Jq^^  in  that  Order,   publiflied  next  before  this, 

fnsent  '  .       ' 

i>nc,was  ihi  «  Tjtiat  no  book  bc  printed,  unlefs  the  printer's  and 


the  auAw's  name,  or  atleaft  the  printer's,  be  regtfter-  'g**^^®,* 
ted.**    Thofe  which  othcrwife  come-forth,  if  they  be  be  made 
found  mifchievoiis  and  rtbellous,  the  (ire  and  the  execu>-  ^  ubcr^ 
tioner  will  be  the  timdieft  and  the  moft  effeaual  rcme-  ^^^^^P^ 
>dy,  that  man'^  prevention  can  ufe.     For  thiMiuthen. 
^ic  Spanifli  policy  of  Licenfing  books,  if  I  have  faid 
aught,  will  prove  the  moft  unlicenfed  book  itfelf,  with- 
in t  ihort  while-;  aiid  was  the  immediate  image  of  a 
Star-^hjusiber  decree  to  that  purpofe,  made  in  thofe  veiy 
times,  when  that  Court  did  the  reft  of  thofe  her  pious 
'Works,  for  which  fhe  is  now  fallen  from  the  ilars  with 
Lucifer.    Whereby  ye  may  guefs  what  kind  of  State- 
prudence,  what  love  of  the  people^  what  care  of  reli- 
gion, or  good  manners,  there  was  at  the  contriving,  al- 
though, with  fingular  hypocrify,  it  pretended  to  bind 
books  to  their  good  behaviour.  And  how  it  got  the  upper 
hand  of  your  prececdent  order,  fo  well  conftituted  before, 
.if  we  may  believe  thofe  men,  whofe  profeifion  gives 
4hem  caufe  to  inquire  moft,  it  may  be  doubted  there 
was  in  it  the  fraud  of  fome  old  patentees  and  monopo.- 
lizers  in  the  trade  of  book-felling ;  who,  under  pretence 
of  the  poor  in  their  company  not  to  be  defrauded,  and 
the  juft  retaining  of  each  man  his  feveral  copy,  (which 
God  forbid,  ifaould  be  gainfaid!)  brought  divers  glofling 
colours  to  the  houfe,  which  were  indeed  but  colours^ 
and  ferving  to  no  end  except  it  be  to  exercife  a  fuperio « 
rity  over  their  neighbours ;  men  who  do  not  labour  in 
.  an  honcft  profeffion,  to  which  Learning  is  indebted, 
that  they  (hould  be  made  other  men's  vaifals.     Ano- 
ther end^  is  thought,  was  aimed  at  by  fome  of  them,  in 
procuring  by  petition  this  Order,  that  having  power  in 
iheir  hands,    malignant  books  might  the  eafier  efcape 
libroad,  as  the  event  (hows.    But  of  thefc  fophifms  and 
^lenchs  of  xperchandize  I  (kill  not :   This  I  know,  that 
a  3  erroura 


»4^ 

errcrart  in  a  good  govemnynt,  and  in  a  bad,  are  e^aiiy 
almoft  incident ;  for  what  magiftrate  may  not  be  mis- 
informed)  and  much  the  fooner,  if  liberty  of  printing 
be  reduced  into  the  power  of  a  few  ?  But  to  redieis 
willingiir,  and  fpeedxiyi  what  hath  been  erre d^  and  in 
highest  iiu^iprityx  to  efieem  a  plain  advertifemenl,  moife 
than  others  have  done  a  fumptuous  bride,  is  a  virtue 
(honoured  Lords  and  Commons  !)  ^ifwerable  to  ypnr 
higbeft  aAions,  and  whereof  noqe  ci^  participate  faptH 
|rreate(l  az)d  wifeft  mea. 
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OP  THE  INNOCENCE  OF  THE  LATE  Kll^G  OF  FRANCE, 
LEWIS  XVI.  OF  ALL  THE  CHARGES  LATELY  BROUfiH  f 
AGAINST  HIM. 


T^  the  Pmiktem  of  the  Pi/blic  ADrKMTiSMR. 


SIR,  3%  7,  I79J. 

I  Have  lately  feci  »work  written  \xf  M.  De  Sainig  Croix, 
nvho  was  Secretary  of  ftate  foi'  foreign  affairs  to  the  late 
innocent  and  unfortunate  King  of  France,  Lewis  the  Sir<^ 
leenth,  on  the  loth  df  Auguft  laft,  when  his  Palace  of  tba 
Thuilleries  at  Paris  wa^  aflaulted,  and  hiV  faithful  Swift 
guards  were  murderad  by  a  furious  siob  of  banditti,  who 
were  determined  to  convert  the  monarchical  gorcrnment 
of  France,  limited  and  weak  as  it  was,  into  a  pure  re* 
publtck.  The  book  i«  entitled,  "  A  Hiftory  of  the  ConfpU 
^'  racy  of  the  Republicans  of  Paris  againft  the  then  fubi^ 
tff  fitting  Government,  which  broke-out  on  the  loth  of 
'^  Augud,  1792;"  and  contains  many  prooft  of  a  deiign, 
«Rrried-oti  for  feveral  months  tbgether,  to  cmbarrafs  and 
degrade,  and  uHimately  td  overthrow,  the  reg^il  part  cH 
the  Cof^iiutional  Gitvemnunt,  which  had  been  efiablifliHi 
by  the  firft  Nalioual  Aflembly.  In  profecutioh  of  this  de- 
figp,  it  was  the  conftant  employment  of  the  writers  of 
Bepublican  news-papers  to  blacken  the  King's  character 
and  conduA  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  by  afcribing  to  him 
Vitrws  which  he  never  entertained,  nor,  (firom  the  fcr^i* 
pulous  integrity,  which  now  appears  to  have  governed  all 
his  anions,)  was  capable  of  entertaining,  ahU  meafures-  in 
^hich  be  had  no  concern.  In  particular  it  ^as  given-cut 
I      •  m  that 


that  be  fent  money  to  fome  of  the  gentlemen  who  had 
fonnerly  been  of  his  Hfe-guard^  to  encourage  them  to  ferve 
in  the  army  of  the  emigrants  under  his  brothers,  tht 
Coifnts  of  Prpvenpe  and  Artois,  and  join  with  the  Anf- 
tri^ns  and  Pruffians  under  the  Duke  of  Bruqfwic]^  in  (he 
invafion  of  France  in  laft  July,  %l[g2 ;  and  it  was  alfo  faid 
that  he  wa$  privy  to,  and  encouraged,  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz 
in  the  preceeding  fummer,  179I)  between  the  Emperousof 
Germany,  Leopold  II.  and  the  King  of  Pruflia,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  an  invafion 
of  France,  and  a  re-cftabliftiment  of  the  former  abfolute 
regal  government.  Now  the  virtuous  Lewis  was  innocent 
of  both  thefe  chaises.  He  had,  indeed,  continued  to  many 
of  his  old  Iife-guard7men  their  former  pay :  but  it  was  out 
of  mere  bounty  and  gratitude  to  them  for  their  former 
Cervices,  and  upon  an  exprefs  condition  that  they  ihould 
continue  to  refide  in  France,  and  ihould  produce  certir 
£cates  of  t^ieir  doing  fo  to  the  perfon  from  whom  they 
were  to  receive  the  money,  which  made  it  impoffible  for 
them  to  fcrve  in  the  emigrants  army.  This  was  proved 
at  the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  monarch,  by  a  written 
document  produced  by  M.  De  Seze,  one  of  his  counfel^ 
and  of  which  the  authenticity  has  never  been  difputed  j 
and  now  it  is  confirmed  by  a  teftimony  of  M.  De  Saintt 
Croix,  one  of  the  King's  mtnifters  of  state ;  who  likewife 
informs  us  that  the  King  had  no  concern  in  the  treaty  of 
Pilnitz,  and  was  extremely  uneafy  at  the  thoughts  of  an 
invafion  of  his  kingdom  by  German,  or  any  foreign^^ 
armies,  for  the  purpofe  of  effe&ing  a  counter-revolutiont 
and  reftoring  him  to  his  former  power. 
»  The  paffages  of  Monfieur  De  Sainte  Croix's  book  which 
yelate  to  thefe  fubjects  are  as  follows : 

<  On  the  7th  of  laft  Auguft,  1792,  that  is,  three  days 
i  l^cfore  the  attack  made  on  the  palace  of  the  Thuillerie^ 
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*  Ae  King,  in  a  conference  I  had  with  him,  in  which  he 
S  mentioned  ihis  fubj^A  of  his  own  accord,  (howed  mc  a  pa- 
f  per,  which  proved  that  ever  fince  the  laft  months  of  the 

<  prcceeding  year,  1791,  no  payments  had  been  made 
'  to  thefe  life-guarvJ-men,  even  of  the  arrears  that  had 
f  become  due  before  that  time,  without  authentick  certifi- 

<  cates  of  their  having  a  known  rcfidence  in  France.  I 
f  have  bad  the  original  ordei*  of  .the  King  made  for  thii 
f  purpod*,  and  ^hich  w^  all  written  in  his  own  hand- 
^  writing,   in  my  haud^,  and,  from  having  read  ir,  can 

*  atteft  that  this  was  the  purport  of  it.' 

The  next  paflage  relates  to  tbe  King's  endeavours  to 
prevent  any  hoftile  attempts  againft  France  from  the  neigh* 
bounng  powers  on  tbe  Continent,  and  is  as  follows : 

^  AH  the  political  cabinets  of  Europe  will  bear  witnefii 
f  to  the  fpirit  of  peace  and  conciliation  which  con&antlj 
f  governed  the  King  of  France  in  all  his  tranfa&ions  with 
foreign  powers.  If  his  enemies  fliould  blaxne  the  ufe 
he  made  of  his  influence  at  the  Court  of  Vienna,  I  caa 
anfwer,  that  he  was  fo  far  from  making  the  nfe  they 
would  fugged  of  this  influence,  thatj  fo  long  ago  as  tbe 
fpring  of  the  year  1J9I9  he  prevented  the  execution  of 
a  fecret  plan  that  had  been  fettled  at  Mantua  for  invading 
France  aboy t  two  months  afterj  when  the  French  armies 
were  as  yet  incompleat,  and  the  frontiers  of  the  kingdom 
undefended*  And  inr  thp  fummer  of  the  fame  year  17915 
he  prevented  the  efie£ts  of  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz ;  and  la 
the  autumn  of  th^  fame  year  he  concerted  meafurcs  with 
the  Emperour  for  keeping  all  the  troops  and  military 
preparations  that  had  lately  hew  making  near  the  Rhine^ 
from  pafling  that  river  towards  the  eall^rn  frontier  of 
France.  That  thefe  things  are  fo>  I,  (who  have  been  the 
Kill's  minlQer  for  foreign  affairs,  and  mud  therefore 
t  be  .fuppofcd  to  ha^e  been  acquainted  w^b  tbem»)  do 

*  pofitivcly 


pofitively  aflcrt.  Let  the  King's  enemies,  if  they  pre* 
tend  to  doubt  of  them,  publiih  the  papers  of  the  King's 
foreign  correfpondence,  ^hich  their  mobs  carried^flF  by 
force  from  the  palace  of  the  Thuilteries  on  the  fatal  lolh 
of  Auguft.  I  challenge  them  to  do  fo  :  for  the  Publick 
will  then  fee  the  mod  indifpuiabic  proofs  of  the  repeated 
and  aioft  earned  endeavours  of  the  King  to  avoid  this 
war  with  the  powers  of  Germany,  which  was  firft  pro- 
voked, and,  afterwards  abfolutoly  brought-on  and  en- 
gaged-in  hy  thofe  very  perfons  who  now  have  the  auda- 
city to  lay  the  blame  of  it  upon  him.  They  feem  to 
think  it  poflible  for  us  to  have  forgot  that  the  National 
Aflembly  pafled  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  one  of  the 
King's  Minifters,  Monfieur  de  Leflart,  merely  becaufe  he 
had  avoided  entering  into  the  war ;  and  that  the  republi- 
can party,  by  threatning  the  King  with  the  dangers  of 
.  another  infurrefkion  at  Paris,  forced  him  to  admit  to  the 
office,  which  that  Minifter  was  obliged  to  quit,  another 
perfon  who  was  devoted  to  their  views,  Monfieur  du 
Monriez,  and  who  foon  managed  matters  in  fuch  a  way, 
as  to  make  the  entering  into  that  war  a  meafure  of  ab- 
folute  nedcflfity.  As  to  the  King  himfelf,  he  never 
confidercd  war  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  frefh  fource 
of  publick  confufions  and  misfortunes ;  and,  inftead  of 
wifliing  for  a  counter-revdution,  he  dreaded  it  as  an 
occafion  of  committing  new  crimes  that  would  further 
diilionour  the  nation ;  4ind  he  ufed  his  utmofl  endeavours 
to  prevent  any  interference  of  foreign  powers  in  the 
domeftick  concerns  of  France.  Alas !  how  little  is  his 
charader  underftood  !  the  only  objcAs  of  his  wifliet  are, 
to  fee  a  flop  to  the  prefent  confufions  and  political  dif- 
fenfions  of  France,  a  return  of  the  bleflings  of  domeftick 
peace  and  good  order,  and,  above  all,  a  revival  of  the 
people's  good  opinion  of  him,  and   confidence  in  tb^ 

•  purity 
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purity  of  his  intentions.  The  want  of  this  confidence  is 
what  afflids  him  more  than  all  his  other  misfortunes  $ 
and  be  could  bear  with  patience  the  grofleft  calumnies,  if 
they  did  not  make  an  impreiTion  on  the  people.  At  the 
very  thought  of  this  effeft  of  them,  I  have  fecn  the  tears 
come  into  his  eyes.  It  is  that,  (faid  he  on  the  3d  of  laft 
Auguft,  1792)  it  is  that  circumftance  that  wounds  tny 
very  foul — But  the  people,  I  truft,  will  one  day  know  how 
much  their  happinefs  was  the  object  of  my  concern,  my 
only  wifh,  and  my  grcateft  want.  Oh !  how  many  of 
the  misfortunes  which  I  am  doomed  10  fufler,  would 
become  light,  and  lofe  iheir  power  of  affliAing  roe,  if  I 
pould  but  once  perceive  the  (ligtheft  mark  of  the  return  of 
my  people's  love."  O  !  moft  unhappy,  and  mod  deluded 
people  of  France !  furely  when  you  hear  that  your  Sever 
reign  uttered  thefe  aSc&ionate  expreffionsj  your  eyes  aUb 
ought  to  be  filled  with  tears  i' 


Mr.  Printer,  if  you  think  thefe  pafTages,  in  favour  of  the 
charaSer  of  the  late  unfortunate  King  of  France,  worth 
publifliing  in  your  ufeful  paper,  I  may  perhaps  fend  you 
another  extract  from  the  fame  book  to  the  fameeflfe^. 
Mr.  Pope  faysy  that  *  An  honed  man's  the  nobleft  work 
of  God.'  Now  I  take  Lewis  the  XVIth  to  have  been 
really  an  honed  man  ;  and,  if  fo,  he  is  not  the  lefs  to  be 
honoured  on  that  account,  becaufe  he  was  a  King ;  but 
rather  the  reverfe,  on  account  of  the  temptations  to  which 
Kings  are  expofed  from  their  high  ftation,  and  the  flattery 
with  which  they  are  continually  furrounded,  even  from  their 
early  youth^  and  which  has  a  drong  tendency  to  corrupt 
thern, 

4  COBTSTANT  READER. 


F.  M. 
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ON  MR.  COURTNAY'S  INTENDED  MOTION.  CONCERNING 
/rHE  PROCESS  OF  ECCLESIAS 1 ICAL  COURTS,  AGAINST 
PERSONS  MARRIED  TOGE'rHER  IN  SOME  MANNER  NOT 
ALLOWED  BY  LAW. 


To  the*  Pw^TER  of  the  Public  AnvjsnTXSEM. 


SIR,  May^  1793. 

I  Cannot  but  wonder  at  Mr.  Courtney's  having  puf-off 
his  intended  motion  concerning  the  women  that  are  now  ih 
prifon,  by  procefs  of  the  EcclefiaRical  courts,  on  acoount 
*of  the  difficulty  of  providing  a  remedy  to  ihift  grievance. 
The  remedy  appears  to  me  to  be  very  obvious — ^it  is  fimply 
this :  To  allow  of  fome  other  mode  of  marrying,  as  leg^^ 
bcfi^es  that  prefcribed  by  the  church  of  England. 

As  the  law  now  ftaiids,  there  is  no  other  mode  of  marry- 
ing that  is  clearly  and  indifputably  legal.— I  fay  clearly  and 
^ndifpuiably  legal,  becaufe  I  kQOw  that  jhe  marriages  of 
Jews  and  Quakers  are  fpoken-of  in  Lord  I^ardwicke's  mar« 
riage-a£t,  pafled  in  the  year  175S9  as  if  they  were  legal; 
tvhich  may  be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  collateral,  or  occafional^ 
legiflative  confirmation  of  them.— Yet,  if  a  Quaker  was 
to  die  inteftate,  and  in  pofleflion  of  a  landed  e(la(e  of  inheri- 
tance, and  his  wife  was  to  claim  her  dower  of  one  third  part 
of  his  fajd  landed  eRate  during  her  life  ;  and  the  inleftate's 
next  heir,  (as/fpr  indan^e,  his  brother,)  was  todifpute  her 
claim  to  such  dower,  on  the  ground  of  her  not  having  bpen 
lawfully  married  to  }he  inteftate,  I  do  not  fee  how  (he  could 
ever  eftablifli  her  marriage ;  as  the  only  knov/n  way  of  piov^ 
ing  a  marriage  in  fuch  an  aAion  for  dower,  is  to  procure 
^om  the  bifliop  of  the  diocefc  in  which   the  iparriage 
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was  (blemnized,  his  certi6cate  that  the  faid  parties  were. 

at  fuch  a  time  and  place  joined-together  in  holy  matri- 

iiionf,  hgitimo  m^trimfmtk  C9pulati\  which   certificste,  I 

prtfume,   would  not  be  granted  to  the   Quaker's  wife. 

And  ftill  lefs  does  our  law  allow  the  validity  of  marriages 

performed  according  to  the  ceremonies  of  the  Mahometan 

religion,  or  any  other  religion  lefs  known  to  Englishmen. 

Yet  it.  is  certain^  that  all  perfons  who  are  pemiiited  to 

live  in  England,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  marry  there ; 

and  it  is  likewife  certain,  that,  according  to  the  principles 

of  the  Proteftant  religion,  marriage  is  not  a  facrament, 

but  a  civil  contraft.     It  feems,  therefore,  to  be  reasonable 

that  an  aA  of  Parltament  fhould  be  pafled  to  this  effect, 

to  wit,  i&y  To  make  all  the  marriages  celebrated  in  the 

meeting-houfes,  or  chapels^  of  Proteftant  diffenters,  (duly 

licenfed  according  to  the  Toleration-ad)  tawfiil :  and  sndly^ 

To  declare  all  marriages  celebrated  by  Quakers,  in  their 

niee(ing<*houfes,  and  by  Jews  in  their  fynagogiies,  i%  be 

alfo  lawful :  and,  3dly,  To  declare  that  all  marriages  that 

ihall  be  eatered-into  before  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  any 

county,  at  their  Quarter^feffions,  or  other  general  fcfiions, 

ind  perhaps,   even  before  any  two  Jufticcs  of  the  Peace, 

ihall  alfo  be  lawful.     This  would   accommodate  perfons 

of  all  religions,   and  of  all  different  fefls  of  religion,  and 

preveni  such  grievances  as  thofe  which  Mr.  Courtenay  pro- 

pofes  to  relieve.     In  the  mean  while,  it  muft  be  obferved, 

that  the  -Ecclefiaftical  courts  are  not  to  l>e  blamed  for  their 

cooduA  in  this  unfortunate  bufinefs,  as  they  have  only  done 

their  duty  with  refped:  to  the  perfons  brought  before  them 

upon  a  charge  of  Incontinence,  upon  the  principles  of  the 

Law,  as  it  now  Rands* 

I  am  your 

CONSTANT  READER. 

F*  M. 
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HEASONS   WHY  THE  WAR   WITH  FRANtE  CDUHJ 

SOT  BE  AVOIDED. 


To  the  PnjxTsn  of  the  Public  AjorxsTisxit. 


SIR,  Sept.  a8, 1793. 

Jam  one  of  those  who  kmcnt  the  war  we  arc  bow  en- 
gaged ill  with  France  as  a  very  great  evil,  but  think  it  is  an 
evil  of  necefBty,  that  could  not  have  been  avoided,  and 
therefore  mud  be  fubmitted-to  with  patience,  and  carried- 
on  (as  it  has  been)  with  vigour. 

My  rcafon  for  thinking  it  could  not  have  been  avoided  it, 
that  it  feems  to  have  been  a  fixed  principle  of  ttie  new  re- 
publican governours  of  France  (though  not  of  the  makers  of 
the  former  Condi tutional  Monarchy,  as  itnrcalled)  to  ex^ 
tend  their  new  mode  of  government  to  other  nations. 
Their  refoiutions  of  the  15th  and  3oih  of  lad  December, 
179a,  prove  this  beyond  a  doubt ;  and  their  bold  and  wan* 
ton  Declarations  of  war  againd  both  Spain  and  Great- 
^i^i tain  at  the  fame  time,  and  their  invaiion  of  Holland  by 
laying  fiege  to  Williamdadt,  and  taking  pofleflion  of  Breda, 
are  notorious  confirmations  of  it. — ^And  lately  Mr.  Mallet 
du  Pan,  the  bold  anduprtghtauthorof  the  valuable  French 
periodical  paper,  called  La  Msuure  de  France,  which  wa» 
publiflicd  every  week  (if  I  midake  not)  from  the  lirft  meet-* 
ing  of  the  States  General  of  Fiance  in  May,i78g,  to  the  be- 
ginning ofAuguft,  1792,  when  Monarchy  and  the  Liberty 
of  the-Prefs  were  aboliflied  together,  and  the  praAice  of 
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afTaffinalion  and  of  fumtnary  trial  and  condemnation  by  thfr 
mob,  or,  as  they  are  called,  tbe  fovereign  people^  afting  \ix 
their  own  perfons,  and  not  by  their  reprefentatives,  was 
adopted,  and,  at  leaft,  connived*at  by  (he  Convention — I 
^y,  this  Mr.  Mallet  du  Pan  has  lately  given  us  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  Monfieur  Briflbt  (a  great  leader  of  the  re- 
publican party  in  France)  written  in  confidence  to  one  of 
his  friends,  (who  was  a  Member  of  the  French  Convention, 
and  deputed  by  them  to  fuperinlend  the  Generals  of  their 
armies,)  which  exprcflly  avows  this  moft  dangerous  and 
hodile  principle.  The  words  of  Monfieur  Briflbt  are  as 
follows ;  <*  II  faut  incendier  les  quatre  coins  de  P Europe  r 
Notre  falut  eO  la  :"  That  is,  "  We  muft  fet  the  four  cor- 
ners of  Europe  on  fire:  Our  fafety  lies  in  that." — ^fbis 
pafiage  of  Mr.  Briflbt's  letter  is  contained  in  the  37lh  page 
of  a  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Mallet  du  Pan,  lately  publiflied, 
which  is  entitled,  **  Confiderations  fur  la  Nature  de  Ic 
Revolntion  de  France,  et  fur  les  Caufos  qui  en  prolongent 
la  dun6e,''  and  contains  much  curious  and  important  in- 
formation.— Mr.  Mallet  likewife  informs  us  (in  page  3a  of 
the  fame  pamphlet,  note  i),  that  this  fame  Monfieur 
Briflbt,  about  laft  September,  1793,  Wnen  the  mob  of  Paris. 
was  plundering  and  beheading  the  editors  of  news-papers 
of  a  contrary  party  to  himfelf  (who  is  alfo  a  publifher  of  a 
news-paper),  excufed  all  thefe  enormities  by  faying,  "That 
**  it  was  proper  to  yield  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
'*  the  times,  and  to  let  the  laws  fleep  a  little  with  refpect 
"  to  the  perpetrators  of  them  ;"  and  he  further  informs  us, 
that  the  fame  Monfieur  Briflbt  publickly  and  folemnly 
boafted,  *«  That  he  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  French 
**  Government's  declaring  waragainfi  the  Aufirians  inApriU 
'^  1792,  with  a  view  to  find  an  opportunity,  on  the  firft 
•*  failure  of  fuccefs  oftheFrench  arnis,of  throwingtheblamc 
'^  of  iuch  failure  upon  the  King,  and  accufing  him  of  collnd- 
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"  ing  with  the  enemy,  and  betraying  the  cauie  of  Franrf| 
'^  and,  by  means  of  fuch  accufations,  of  driving  him  from 
«'  the  throne.'* 

Mr.  Mallet  du  Pan  informs  us  of  another  curious  fa£t, 
i»hich  (hews  us  how  much  the  prefent  rulers  of  France  arg^ 
loft  to  ail  fcnfe  of  juftice  or  humanity* 

There  are  now  in  France  many  bloody  Tribunals,  lately 
ereded  for  trying  crimes  againft  the  State,  which  are  called 
Revolutionary  Tribunals,  befides  the  principal  one,  which 
is  at  Paris,  and  by  which  fo  many  unhappy  perfons  have 
been  put  to  death.  One  of  thefe  is  for  the  Department  of 
the  river  Ain,  and  the  prifon  belonging  to  it  is  at  a  place 
called  Bourg.  Many  prifoners  of  different  ranks  and  con<« 
ditions  were  confined  in  this  prifon  of  Bourg  for  pretended 
State-crimes.  But,  as  there  were  no  proofs  of  their  guilty 
the  Judges  of  the  revolutionary  Tribunal  of  that  Depart- 
ment did  not  condemn  them  to  die.  This  regard  to  juftice 
was  confidered  by  the  Commiffioners  from  the  Convention^ 
who  were  feiU  to  fuperintend  their  proceedings,  as  a  cri- 
mjiQal  ftacknefs  and  neglcft  of  their  duty,  and  the  Com- 
miflioners  upbraided  them  on  account  of  it ;  to  which  when 
they  anfwered,  *^  that  they  could  not  find  in  their  hearts  to 
**  condemn  to  death  a  crowd  of  citizens  of  all  forts  and 
**  conditions  that  were  then  in  the  prifons,  without  having 
**  proofs  of  their  guilt" — the  CommiiSoners  replied  fliarply, 
and  with  countenances  full  of  anger,  **  Why  1  if  we  bad 
**  thought  it  neceftary  to  proceed  only  upon  proofs,  could 
"  we  ever  have  condemned  Lewis  Capet  ?"  Such  are  the 
perfons  who  now  govern  the  French  nation. 

Before  I  coocludie  this  letter,  I  will  juft  mention  what  I 
take  to  be  the  grand  miftake  of  the  French  nation,  and  of 
the  political  writers  whofe  fentiments  they  have  adopted^ 
within  the  laft  four  or  five  years.  It  is,  "  that  civil  govern- 
nscnt  ihould  be  adminifter  d  by  the  people  at  large/'  Now 
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this  is  totally  iniprafticable  in  a  large  cBuntry,  fuch  as  Eng- 
land or  Ffince,  and  very  abfurd  and  inexpedient  in  a  finaU 
country,  fuch  as  one  of  the  fmaller  Swifs  Cantons,  or  the 
Republic  of  Geneva.  On  the  contrary^  it  is  in  all  tafts 
expedient  to  delegate  the  power  of  Government  to  afeleB 
part  of  the  fociety  that  is  to  be  governed  ;  whether,  to  one 
perfon,  (which  makes  an  Abfolute  Monarchy)  or  to  one  per- 
fon  with  an  alTembly  of  reprefentatives  chofen  by  the  peo- 
pie,  or  by  the  land-holders  or  houfe-holdersof  the  country 
(which  would  make  a  Limited  Monarchy  fimilar  to  the  late 
Conilitutional  Monarchy  of  France,)  or  to  one  perfon 
with  two  aflTemblies,  the  one  confifting  of  the  richer  part 
of  the  fociety,  either  holding  their  feats  by  Inheritance, 
to  make  them  independent  of  the  King,  or  appointed 
by  the  King  for  life,  but  v^th  certain  neceffary  qudifi*- 
cations  of  large  property  or  high  offices ;  and  the  other 
chofen  by  the  people,  or  by  the  land-holders  or  houfc- 
holders  among  the  people,  (which  would  make  a  Limi- 
ted Monarchy,  fuch  as  that  of  England)  or  to  one  or  two 
feled  aflemblies,  without  a  (ingle  perfon,  which  would 
make  a  Common-Health,  or  Republick.  Thefe  and  other 
fuch  modifications  of  the  publick  power,  delegated  by  the 
whole  fociety  to  a  fe1e£t  part  of  it,  are  practicable  fchemes^ 
and  may  produce  a  tolerable  fydem  of  Government,  under 
which  a  civil  fociety  may  flouri(h  and  be  happy. 

But  for  the  whole  people  to  retain  the  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  their  own  hands,  and  exercife  it  themfelves,  is 
the  height  of  all  abfurdity,  and  was  never  attempted  before 
the  prefent  experiment  in  France ;  of  which  we  fee,  and 
feel,  and  lament,  the  horrid  efleds  1 

In  all  the  ancient  rcpublicks  of  Greece  and  Italy,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  were  (laves.  In  Athens  (which  is  oft<yj 
mentioned  as  a  noble  democracy,  in  which  the  people  go- 
verned themfelves,}  there  were  only  20,000  free  citizens, 
and  400,000  (laves  ;  that  is,  twenty  parts  out  of  twenty -on^i 
were  goveraed  by  the  remaining  twenty-fir^  part. 
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In  Sparta,  the  Hjr/e/s,  who  were  kept  in  a  ihameful  ftatc 
of  flavcry,  were  much  more  numerous  than  tb^  free  Spar- 
tans.  And  the  like  obfervation  may  be  made  on  the  in- 
habitants of  Rome,  and  the  other  Republican  governments 
of  antiquity. 

In  (hort,  the  truth  is,  firft,  that  all  juft  government  is /or 
the  people,  and  ought  to  have  their  welfare  and  happinefs 
in  view  as  its  grand  objeft,  and  not  the  happinefs  of  the 
governing  few,  otherwife  than  in  common  with  the  govern- 
ed, or  inferior  members  of  the  fociety  ;  and,  fecondly,  all 
juft  government  is  derived  from  the  people,  or  founded  on 
their  confent,  either  expreffed  or  implied,  fince  no  man,  or 
body  of  men,  have  received  an  exprefs  commifEon  from  the 
Supreme  Being  to  govern  their  fellow-creatures  ;  but,  third- 
ly, it  is  equally  true  that  all  good  government  ought  to  be 
vefted  in  a  fele£i  part  of  the  people,  with  the  choice  and 
confent  of  the  reft,  and  not  in  the  people  at  large,  and  that 
it  fhould  be  adminiftered  by  fuch  fele£t  part,  and  (hould  be 
fubmitted-to  by  the  reft  of  the  people  with  chearful,  re- 
fpeftful,  and  grateful,  obedience,  which  is  commonly  called 
loyalty i  till  fome  enormous  abufes  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment,  by  the  governing  part  of  the  fociety,  have  been  com- 
plained-of,  and  pctitioned-againft,  by  the  perfons  who  have 
fufTered  from  them,  and  yet  have  not  been  correSed  and 
reformed,  but  infolently  perfevered-in  and  repeated;  in 
which  cafe  there  lies  in  the  people  at  large  a  moral  rigbi^ 
not  togovernthemfelves,  but  to  diflblveihe government  which 
they  had  before  adopted,  difmifs  their  governours,  and  choofe 
better  men  in  their  ftead,  and,  ifneceflary,  a  better  form 
of  government  than  they  had  before  ;  and  then  fubmit  to 
fuch  new  governours  and  new  form  of  government  with  the 
fame  deference,  refpeS,  and  humility,  with  which  they 
had  before  fubmitted  to  the  former  government^  while  it 

had 
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bad  been  juftly  adminiftered,  and  before  the  exifience  of 
the  abufes  which  had  given  occafioo  to  its  overthrow. 

Every  interfareace  of  the  people  at  large  with  govern* 
ment^  beyond  tbis^  leads  only  to  confiifion  and  mifery. 

I  remain. 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

A  CONSTANT  READER. 

F.M. 


S  2  THOUGHTS 
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THOUGHTS  ON   THE  LATE  NEGOTIATION  FOR  PEACE. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Morning  Herald. 


Mr.  Editor,  Oct.  1,  1797. 

On  reading  in  your  Paper  this  mornings  that  the  French 
Diredory  iufifted,  in  the  late  negotiation  at  Lifle,  on  Great 
Britain's  reftoring  all  the  conquefts  (he  has  made  both  from 
the  French  and  from  the  Dutch  before  they  will  confent  to 
Peace  with  us,  it  occurred  to  me  that  fuch  a  demand  would 
give  us  a  juft  pretence  for  forming  a  counter-demand  of 
fomcwhat  the  fame  nature,  but  much  more  moderate  in  it« 
extent,  upon  them  and  theit  allies,  the  new  Batavian  Re 
public.  This  demand  is,  that  the  French  Government  would 
refioreto  the  Batavian  Republic  the  town  of  Maeatricht, 
and  all  the  red  of  what  was  called  Dutch  Brabant,  and  every 
thing  elfe  that  the  lateDutchGovernment  pofleflTed  in  the  Low 
Countries  before  the  French  invafion ;  and  would  alfo  cede 
to  them  the  city  and  Marquifate  of  Antwerp,  and  the  town 
of  OQend,  with  the  di(lri£t  adjoining  it;  and  that  the  Batar 
vian  Republic  would  reflore  to  the  prince  of  Orange  all  the 
eflates  which  have  been  taken  from  him,  and  which  belonged 
to  him  as  prince  of  Orange,  independently  of  his  office  of 
Stadtholder.     Such  a  propofal  would,  I  (hould  fuppofe,  be 
agreeable  to  the  Batavian  Republic,   as  it  would  tend,   in 
fome  degree,  to  reftore  them  to  a  date  of  independence  of 
France,  of  which  they  are  at  prefent  little  better  then  a  pro- 
vince; and  it  would  be  but  a  fmall  diminution  of  the  Iai]ge 
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and  populous  territories  acquired  by  France  in  this  unfortu- 
nate wsr,  by  the  conqueft  of  the  reft  of  the  Auftrian  Nether- 
lands^ which  it  is  now  in  vain  to  think  of  wrefting  from 
them,  though  it  is  a  great  misfortune  to  us,  as  well  as  to  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  provinces  themfelves,  and  to  their  late 
Sovereign^  theEmperour  of  Germany,  and  to  theDutch,  that 
thofe  provinces  have  been  conquered  by  them.  For  thisunhap- 
py  event,  we  are  to  thank  thearbitraryencroachmentsmadeon 
the  liberties  of  thofe  inhabitants  by  the  late  Emperour  Jofeph 
n*  in  breach  of  the  oath  he  had  taken  to  maintain  thofe 
liberties,  and  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  alone  he 
had  any  right  of  fovereignty  over  thofe  countries:  perhaps  aU 
fo  we  may  thank  the  fupinenefs  and  negligence  of  our  own 
Government  at  that  time,  in  not  interfering  with  that  ra(h 
and  tyrannical  Emperour,  in  the  beft  manner  we  could,  to 
check  his  proceedings,  and  proteA  the  liberties  of  thofe 
people,  as  being  guarantees  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by 
which  thofe  liberties  were  prtfniifed  to  be  continued  to  them. 
Thefe  things,  however,  are  now  pad,  and  the  mifchiefs  of 
various  kinds  produced  by  them  are  irreparable.  But, 
though  thofe  provinces  cannot  now  be  recovered  from 
France^  yet,  furely,  we  may  hope  to  procure  the  fmall  por- 
tions of  them  above-mentioned  to  be  reftored  and  ceded  to 
the  Batavian  Republick,  in  order  to  procure  it  a  moderate 
degree  of  independence:  and  this  would  be  of  great  impor* 
tance  towards  the  prefervation  of  our  own  independence.. 
Perhaps,  alfo,  as  great  changes  are  now  making  over  all 
Europe,  it  might  be  expedient  for  us  to  give  up  Gibraltar  to 
the  Spaniards,  in  exchange  for  the  ifland  of  Minorca, 
which,  though  not  quite  fo  ftrong  as  Gibraltar,  could  not 
have  been  taken  from  us,  either  in  the  year  1 756,  or  the 
year  1781,  if  the  garrifon  had  been  (Ironger  than  it  was  by 
only  1500  or  2ooo  men. 

And,  as  the  Weft-India  Colonies  will  be  of  no  ufe  either  to 
us  or  any  other  of  the  European  States  to  which  they  be- 
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long,  unlefs  the  negro  flaves  in  them  coniimie  in  a  ftatt  of 
iubjedion  and  induftry^  I  could  with  that  we  ihould  retain 
Martinico,  and  have  all  the  other  French  Colonies  tbere^  fuch 
aa  Guadaloupe  and  St.  Domingo,  ceded  to  us,  or  ceded  to 
the  Spaniards,  by  the  French;  and,  in  coofiderafcion  of  fuch 
cefiions,  we  ffaould  be  ready  to  pay  to  the  French  a  fum  of 
two  or  three  millions  of  pounds  (leriing.  This  meaeure  I 
ihould  confider  as  expedient,  not  from  an  avaricious  defire  of 
monopolizing  all  the  fugar-iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies^  but 
for  the  fake  of  preferving  our  own  former  fugar-iflands^ 
which  will  foon  be  rendered  ufelefs  to  us^  and  even  become 
a  nnifance  both  to  us  and  to  all  the  commercial  States  in  the 
world,  if  Martinico,  Guadaloupe,  and  the  other  French 
iflands,  (hall  be  brought  into  the  miferable  ftate  of  St. 
Domingo,  by  the  fudden  emancipation  of  the  negro  flaves. 
I  would  not,  however,  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  friend  to  the 
Slave-trade :  for  T  heartily  wiih  it  were  abolifhed,  according  to 
Mr.  Wilberforce's  benevolent,  «nd,  as  I  think,  prudent,  plan, 
and  that  without  further  delay.  But  this  is  quite  a  different 
queilion  from  that  of  ihe  emancipation  of  the  negroes 
already  in  the  Weft-India  iflands;  for  fuch  an  emancipation, 
befides  being  an  enormous  injury  to  the  Planters  who  own 
them,  would  throw  every  thing  into  confufion,  and  bring- 
on  the  general  mifery  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  tbofe  Colonies, 
the  negroes  themfelves,  as  tr^ll  as  the  whi^e  men,  their 
m^fters. 

It  is  only  to  avoid  fuch  general  (cenes  of  mifery  and  defola- 
tion  that  I  fhould  wifli  to  have  the  French  iflands  ceded  to 
us;  and  I  (Iiould,  therefore,  be  almoft  as  well  pleafed  to  fee 
the  whole  ifland  of  St.  Domingo  ceded  to  the  Spaniards 
(who  are  faid  to  be  the  mildeft  and  moft  judicious  maftersof 
flaves  of  any  of  the  European  nations  that  have  fettled  in 
America),  as  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  The  preferva- 
tion  of  our  own  independance  and  of  our  property,  and  not 
thcacquifition  of  more  power,  or  wealth,  or  tradfe,  ought  now 
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to  be  our  great  ohjeSt ;  and  to  this  objeft  the  meafures  I 
have  fuggefted  would  contribute. 

As  to  the  propofal  of  paying  two  or  three  millions  of* 
pounds  fterling  for  thofe  iflands,  I  confefs  it  is  a  mortifying 
and  humiliating  condition  ;  but  we  are  not  victorious  in  the 
prefent  war^  and  muft  fubmit  to  the  inconveniences  refulting 
from  the  ill  fuccefs  of  it :  and  we  ought  to  recolle6l^  that, 
at  the  enormous  rate  of  expence  at  which  this  war  has 
been  carried-on^  (whether  fuch  expence  has  been  neceflary  or 
not,  I  do  not  pretend  to  determine;)  three  millions  of  pounds 
fterling  is  lefs  then  the  expence  of  carrying-on  the  war  for 
only  two  months  ^  and,  confequently,  many  a  fum  of  three 
millions  muft  be  fpent  in  confequence  of  our  refufal  to  pay 
this,  or  fome  fuch,  fum,  if  the  French  (hould  be  difpofed  to 
accept  of  it  as  the  price  of  thofe  iflands  and  of  an  immediate 
peace. 

If  these  conditions  were  complied-with  by  the  French,  I 
(hould  think  Great  Britain  ought  to  think  herfelf  happy  to 
obtain  the  reftoration  of  peace  by  the  ceffion  of  the  French 
faftory  of  Pondicherry,  the  Dutch  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  the 
value  of  the  (hips  deftroyed  at  Toulon;  and  even  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  of  every  other  place  that  we  may  have 
taken  from  either  the  French  or  the  Dutch  Republicks  in  the 
courfe  of  the  war. 

A  LOVER  OF  PEACE* 

F.W. 
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ItEFLECTIONS  ON  SOME  OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  A«- 
1 ICLES  THA  r  IT  WOULD  BE  REASONABLE  TO  ADOPT 
IN  FORMING  A  LEGISLATIVE  UNION  OF  THE  TWO 
KINGDOMS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND;  WHICH 
WAS  A  MEASURE  THAT  WAS  MUCH  THE  SUBJECT  OP 
CONVERSATION  IN  THE  YEARS  1797  AND  1798.  AND 
WHICH  WAS  AFrEU WARDS  CARRIED  IN  10  EXECU- 
TION IN  THE  YEAR  I8C0. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Old  Esolishma^'  and 

Sin, 

1  Havs  read  with  great  pteafurea  pamphlet  publiihfd  at 
Dublin,  and  fince  republiflied  at  London,  entitled,  ''  jirgU' 
fnents/or  and  againft  an  Union  between  Great'Britain  and 
Ireland  confidered,"  in  which  the  writer  fets-forlh  the  great 
advantages  ^hat  would  accrue  to  both  kingdoms  from  fuch 
a  fpeafure  in  fo  full  and  clear  a  light,  that  I  hope  it  will  over- 
come the  prejudices  that  have  been  hitherto  entertajned  on 
both  fides  thp  Irifli  Channel  againft  the  meafure,  and  will 
prove  \he  means  of  inducing  both  kingdoms  to  adopt  it. 
Seventy  or  eighty  years  ago,  I  believe,  aproppfal  of  this  kind 
made  by  Great-Britain  would  have  been  chearfully  and 
thankfully  acce^ed-to  by  the  Irifh  Nation :  but  then  the 
Britifh  Nation  was  too  proud  to  offer  it.  And  for  tbefe 
laft  twenty  years,  when  Great  Britain  would  probably  Jiaye 
been  willing  to  confent  to  it,  the  Irifh  Nation  have  been  too 
proud  to  accept  it.  But  now  that  a  rebellion  has  been  raif- 
ed  in  Ireland  upon  the  new  French  principles,  or,  rather, 
gretenfions,  of  Liberty  and  Equality^  that  is,  in  truth,  upon 
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the  pTiuclple^  of  robbery  and  munUr,  or  with  a  view  to  rob 
the  cftabliflied  church  of  Ireland  of  its  tythes  and  other 
property^  and  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  their  eftates,  and 
that  a  great  pari  of  the  peafantry  of  Ireland  has  been  feduc* 
edby  Mr.  Wojfe  Tone,  Mr.  Napper  Tandy,  Mr.  Archi- 
bald  Rowan,  and  their  other  pretended  patriots,  to  join  in 
this  rebellion,  with  out  even  the  pretence  of  a  real  grievance, 
and  to  invite  the  republicans  of  France,  (the  deftroyers  and 
plunderers  of  the  really  free  countries  of  Holland,  Brabant, 
and  Switzerland,)  to  invade  their  country  and  affift  them  in 
theirproje£l  of  forming  themfelves  into  a  republick  similar  to 
that  of  France ;  and  the  Parliament  and  Government  of 
Ireland  have  found  themfelves  unable  to  repress  this  rebel- 
lion, without  the  help  of  many  thoufand  Britifli  troops  j— 
it  may  be  hoped  that  they  will  fee  the  neceffity  of  a  clofer 
and  more  intimate- connexion  with  Great-Britain,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  return  of  the  like  dangers.  Taking  it  therefore 
for  granted  that  this  wife,  and  indeed  indifpenfable,  meafure 
of  an  Union  between  the  two  kingdoms  will  be  thought  rea- 
fonable  on  both  fides  the  Iriih  Channel,  I  (hall  beg  leave  to 
mention  fome  thoughts  that  have  occurred  to  me  concern- 
ing the  terms  of  it. 

In  the  firft  place  then,  as  I  ardently  defire  to  fee  this 
great  meafure  adopted,  I  would  endeavour  to  make  it 
palateable  to  the  Irfli  nation  by  allowing  them  a  very  ample 
number  of  reprefenutives  in  the^JBritiih  Parliament,  to 
wit,  fifty  members  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  a  hundred 
members  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Of  the  fifty  mem« 
bers  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  eleven  (hould  be  Iriih  Bishops, 
which  is  half  the  whole  number  of  archbifliops  and  bi- 
ihops  in  Ireland ;  and  thefe  fliould  be  the  four  arch-biibops 
and  the  biihops  of  the  feven  richeft  bifliopricks  in  Ireland, 
which  flioold  be  enumerated  in  the  aft  of  Union.  But,  if 
the  bifliops  of  the  fees  did  not  attend  the  Pariiament  on  the 
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firft  day  of  any  Seflion  of  Parliament,  the  olbef  bifliops^  of 
fees  not  enumerated  in  the  aA  of  Union,  might  attend  in 
their  fteady  and  (hoald  be  intitled  to  receive  from  the  feveral 
bifliops  in  whofe  ftead  they  attended,  the  fum  of  500  pounds 
to  defray  the  expence  of  their  attendance.  The  other  39 
Irifli  Lords  who  (hould  be  admitted  into  the  Briti(h  Hqufe 
of  Lords,  fhould  be  fuch  as  were  not  already  BritiCh  peers, 
and  ihould  be  elected  by  fuch  Irifh  Lords  as  were  not 
already  Briti(h  peers.  And  for  the  future  no  new  peers 
{h6uld  be  created  for  Ireland  only,  any  more  than  there 
have  been  new  peers  created  for  Scotland  only  fince  the 
Union  of  the  two  kingdoms  in  the  year  1707 ;  but  all 
new  peers  fliould  be  peers  of  Oreat-Britain.  As  to  the 
hundred  members  to  be  admitted  into  the  Britifli  Houfe  of 
Commons,  I  (hould  think  it  would  be  expedient  to  permit 
all  the  members  for  Counties  to  make  a  part  of  them,  and 
to  fiU^up  the  remainder  of  the  number  from  fome  of  the 
moft  eminent  cities  and  trading-towns  in  Ireland,  fuch  as 
Dublin,  Cork,  Belfaft,  Athlone,  Londonderry,  Armagh^. 
Waterfordj  Limerick,  Port- Arlington,  Kingfale,  Lifburne, 
Innilkillin,  Galway,  Athy,  Kilkenny,  Wicklow,  and  Dun* 
dalk.  This  method  of  compoGng  the  Iri(^  members  of  the 
Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons  would  in  a  great  raeafure 
operate  as  a  inform  in  the  reprefentation  of  that  houfe, 
which  is  thought  by  many  perfons  to  be  a  matter  of  the 
greateft  importance.  For  there  are  34  Counties  in  Ireland, 
daeh  of  which  fends  two  members  to  parliament ;  fo  that, 
if  this  method  of  compofing  this  addition  to  the  Britifli 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  to  be  adopted,  we  fliould  have  68 
new  members  of  Counties  in  that  Legiflative  aflembly, 
wbieb  would  go  a  great  way  towards  effe&ing  the  improve* 
ment  of  its  conftitution  fuggefted  by  the  late  much-admir- 
ed Mtnifter,  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  who  propofed  that  an 
liundred  additional  members  for  Counties  fliould  be  admitt- 
ed 
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«d  inio  the  Briliih  HouGe  of  Commona^  in  order^  as  he 
exprefled  it^  to  infufe  new  ofui  wbole/ofM  bhod^  that  is, 
new  life  and  independance  into  it,  in  oppofition  to  the 
Hiembers  for  boroughs^  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  too  often 
feekers  of  promotion  and  pecuniary  emolumenl,  and  to  bare 
procured  their  feats  in  parliament  with  a  view  to  advance 
their  fortunes.  This  moderate  plan  of  reform,  fuggefted 
by  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  has  met  with  the  approbation  of 
many  perfons  in  England,  who  are  firm  friends  to  our  pit- 
fent  form  of  Government  by  a  Limited  Monarch  with  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  a  houfe  of  Lords  and  a  boufe  of 
Commons,  and  are  therefore  determined  enemies  of 
French  republicanifm,  and  of  all  fuch  violent  plans  of  refor- 
ming Parliament  as,  by  removing  the  foundations  of  our 
prefent  fyfiem  by  too  great  an  extenfiou  of  the  right^  of 
election,  would  naturally  tend  to  introduce  it.  And  this 
moderate  reform  would  be  in  a  great  meafure  brought- 
about  by  the  admiffion  of  the  68  members  of  the  Iri(b 
Counties  into  the  Britifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  by  the 
admiffion  of  the  remaining  32  members  of  the  hundred 
from  ele&ions  made  by  the  great  cities  and  trading«town^ 
of  Ireland,  inftead  of  the  feVeral  paltry,  little,  boroughs, 
totally  dependent  oil  fome  Lord^  or  rich  Commoner,  by 
whidh^  (as  I  have  always  heard,)  the  tnembers  for  boroughs 
in  the  Irifli  Parliament  are  now  ^le^ed.  As  to  the  Lords 
and  rich  Commoners  who  have  influence  etmugh  to  nosm* 
nate  the  meibbers  for  the  boroughs  that,  upon  this  plati^ 
would  be  deprived  of  their  right  of  eledion,  I  would  pi^ 
P>fe  that  they  and  their  voters  (hould  receive  a  fum  of 
money  from  the  publick  treafury,  either  of  GreauBritaii^ 
or  Ireland,  in  compenfation  of  the  lofs  of  their  privil^es  \ 
juft  as  the  proprietors  of  certain  hereditary  Jurifdictions  in 
Scotland,  that  were  found  to  be  prejudicial  to  the  tranquilli- 
ty of  the  kingdom,  were  bought*out  of  them  wjth  publick 
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money  after  the  Scotch  rebellion  about  fifty  years  ago ;  an 
^venty  Mr.  Printer,  that  I  well  remember.  I  prefume  one 
million  of  pounds  (lerling  would  be  ftifficient  for  this 
purpofe;  and  I  (hould  be  glad  to  fee  it  fo  employed,  even 
though  ijt  was  advanced  out  of  the  Englilh  treafury. 

In  the  fecond  place,  I  conceive  it  ought  to  be  flipulate^ 
in  the  aft  of  Union,  if  this  beneficial  meafure  (hall  be 
adopted^  that  all  the  debts  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  alrea- 
dy contraded  at  the  time  of  the  Union,  (hall  be  paid,  or 
provided-for,  by  taxes  raifed  in  Ireland,  and  alt  the  debts 
of  Great-Britain  already  contraded  at  the  time  of  the 
Union,  (hall  be  paid,  or  provided-for,  by  taxes  raifed  in 
Gi«at*Brirain;  but  that  all  debts  to  he  contra6ked  after 
the  Union  (hall  be  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  whole 
united  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  and  be  paid, 
or  provided-for,  by  taxes  raised  in  both  countries.  This 
woukl  be  neceflary  to  remove  from  the  minds  of  the 
Iri(h  nation  the  apprehenfion  of  being  obliged  to  bear  a 
part  of  the  burthen  of  the  enormous  publick  debt  already 
incurred  by  Great* Britain. 

In  the  third  place  I  conceive  that  the  tythes  due  fo  the 
Church  of  Ireland,  and  to  other  holders  of  them,  ought  to  be 
continued  and  confirmed,  and  declared  to  be  fo  in  the  aft 
of  Union,  and  not  changed  into  any  modus  decimandi^  or 
other  payment  to  be  fubftituted  for  them ;  in  which  pcnnt  I 
am  forry  to  difier  from  the  author  of  the  excellent  pamphlet 
above-mentioned.  But  I  have  been  fatisfied  from  what  is 
advanced  in  Dr.  William  Hales's  Observations  on  Tytbes 
(which  have  been  reprinted  in  England  a  few  years  ago,  and 
are  now  to  be  bad  at  Mr.  White's,  the  bookfeller  in  Fleet 
Street,)  "  that  no  other  payment  can  be  made  to  the  clergy 
in  lieu  of  tythes,  but  what  will  be  fubjeft  to  greater  inconve- 
niences than  are  found  to  bek>ng  to  the  tythes,  though  thefe 
may  fometimes  be  great."    And,  as  to  theobjeftion  often 
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cQade  to  the  injuftice  of  making  the  Iri(h  peafants^  who 
are  moftly  Roman-Catholicks,  pay  tythes  to  the  Proteftant 
Clergy,  I  beg  leave  to  make  an  obfervationi  which  will  at 
lead  diminifh  the  weight  of  it,  if  not  totally  remove  it.  The 
burthen  of  paying  tythes  falls  ultimately  upon  the  owner  of 
the  land,  and  not  upon  the  tenant  or  occupier  of  it,  though 
the  latter  pays  it  to  the  reftor :  for,  if  the  tythe  were  totally 
aboliflied,  the  owner  of  the  land  would  immediately  raife  his 
rent  upon  the  occupier,  and  make  him  pay  an  additional 
fum,  at  leaft  equal  to,  and  often  much  greater  than,  the 
tythe  which  he  had  before  paid  to  the  redor ;  and  thus  the 
poor  Roman-Catholick  occupier  of  laud  in  Ireland  would  be 
no  ways  benefitted  by  the  total  abolition  of  the  tythes.  I 
have  been  aflured  that  judicious  farmers  in  England  often 
prefer  a  tytheable  farm  to  one  of  the  fame  fize  and  fertility 
that  is  tythe-free,  becaufe  of  the  great  addition  of  rent  that 
is  required  for  the  latter,  and  which  more  than  balances  the 
tythe,  or  compofition  for  tythe,  ufually  paid  to  the  redor 
for  the  former.  Now  it  feems  to  be  agreed  that  nine  tenth- 
parts  of  the  Land  in  Ireland  is  the  property  of  Proteftants. 
Is  it  therefore  unjuft  that  the  payment  of  tythejs,  which  falls 
chiefly  upon  the  Proteftants,  (hould  be  applied  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  teachers  of  their  religion  ?  If  there  is  any  injuf- 
tice  in  the  matter,  it  feems  only  to  relate  to  the  payment -of 
tythes  to  the  Proteftant  re£tor  by  a  Roman  Catholick  occu* 
pierof  fuch  land  as  belongs  to  a  Roman- Catholick  owner,  be* 
caufe  in  that  cafe  the  Roman-Catholick  land-owner  contri-  . 
butts  to  the  fupport  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  which  he 
does  not  believe.  But  thefe  cafes  happenbut  feldom,  becaufe 
of  the  fmall  number  of  Roman- Catholick  owners  of  Land 
in  Ireland  $  and  the  like  irregularity  happens  in  every  coun 
try  where  any  particular  religion  is  eftabliihed,  or  its  teachers 
arc  fupported  by  any  fort  of  payments  appointed  by  Law^ 
for  thefe  payments  muft  be  made  by  the  few  that  do  not  be- 
lieve 
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lieve  the  religion  fo  eftabliflied  as  well  as  by  the  many  who 
do  believe  it;  of  which  we  have  an  example  here  in  Eng- 
hnd,  in  the  tythes  paid  by  Roman  Catholicks,  and  by  Qua* 
leers  and  other  Proteftant  dKTenterSj  to  the  clergy  of  the 
church  of  England.  But  my  letter  is  growing  rather  too 
long}  sind  therefore  T  here  conclude  it. 

I  Bm, 
Your  mod  bumble  Servant^ 

And  Constant  Reader. 

F.M. 

N.B.  This  Letter  was  fent  to  the  Editor  of  ibe  Old.Eng^ 
Usbman  and  Anti'Jacohin  Examiner ;  but  he  did  not  think 
fit  to  publifli  it. 
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ON.  PERSONS  IN  HOLY  ORDERS  BEING  INELIGIBLE  TO 
SERVE  AS  MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Porcupine. 


Mr.  Editor,  May  19,  1801. 

I  HAVE  been  somewhat  surprized  that  in  the  late  debates 
in  the  Houfe  of  CoQimons  on  the  supposed  ineligibility  of 
persons  in  holy  orders  to  be  chosen  members  of  that  House, 
the  maintainers  of  this  excluding  and  disfranchising  opini. 
on^  have  endeavoured  to  deduce  it  from  the  supposed  Inde- 
libility of  the  Prieftly  Character,  as  if  it  were  impossible  for  a 
Priest  to  become  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
without  first  totally  renouncing  the  character  and  condition 
of  a  Priest  or  aDeacon^  which,  they  say,  cannot  be  renounced. 
How  far  it  is  possible  to  renounce  the  character  and  condi* 
tion  of  a  Priest  or  a  Deacon,  is  a  question  of  spiritual,  or 
canonical,  law  which  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine.  But 
this  I  will  venture  to  assert,  '^  that  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  a  Priest  or  a  Deacon,  though  retained,  is  no  legal  bar 
to  the  exercise  of  many  lay-employments,  which  are  as 
different  from  the  proper  duties  of  a  Priest,  as  that  of  repre- 
senting Ae  electors  of  a  parliamentary  borough  in  the  House 
of  Commons/'  Of  this  I  will  mention  a  few  examples: 
Dr.  Williams,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  was  Lord-Chancellor  of 
England,  in  the  protestant  reign  of  King  James  the  First } 
Dr.  JuXon,  bishop  of  London,  was  Lord-Treasurer  of 
England  in  the  following  reign  of  King  Charles  th^  First; 
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Br.  Robinson^  bishop  of   Bristol,  was  one  of  the    three 
Ambassadors  of  Queen  Anne  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Frederick  Harvey,   now  bishop  of  London- 
derry in  Ireland,  and  Earl  of  Bristol,  was,  for  a  great  part 
of  his  life,  and  until  he  was  n>ade  bishop  of  Dgrry,  a  clerk 
of  the  Privy  Seal,  and  at  this  day  he  is  permitted   to  sit  in 
the  House  of  Lords  by  virtue  of  his  temporal  peerage,  as 
Earl  of   Bristol :   and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cholmondeley  holds 
to  this  day  the   employment  of  Auditor-General  of  the 
King's  Revenues  arising  in  America ;   and   hundreds   of 
clergymen  throughout  England  are  justices  of  the  peace,  that 
is,  criminal  judges  of  great  authority,  which  is  surely  an  em- 
ployment as  different  from  the  proper  duties  of  the  priestly 
character,  as  granting  money  to  the  Crown,  or  proposing 
good  laws  for  the  better  governmentof  the  people,  in  the  capa- 
city of  one  of  their  representatives  in  Parliament.     Farther, 
many  persons  in  holy  ordershave  beenknown  topractice  Phy- 
sick  as  a  profession;  and  amongst  others,  the  fanous  Dr.  Willis, 
to  whom  the  nation  has  great  obligations  for  his  successful 
exertions  in  that  capacity  about  I2  years  ago;  nay,  fome 
pcrfons  in  holy  orders  have  even  held  commissions  in  the 
army,  of  which  one  remarkable  instance  occurs  to  me  at 
this  moment ;   I  mean  that  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Walker,  the 
rector  or  vicar  of  Londonderry,  in  Ireland,  who  so  bravely 
defended  that  city  at  the  head  of  his  zealous   protestant 
parishioners,  in  the  year  1689,  against  a  Popish  army  com- 
manded by  a  French  General,  who  besieged  it  in  the  name 
of  King  James  the  lid,  after  he  had  abdicated  the  Crown  and 
King  William  had  been  appointed  his  successor.    This 
worthy  clergyman,  in  consequence  of  the  success  of  his 
noble  exertions  in  the  defence  of  Londonderry,  was  seized 
with  a  fit  of  military  ardour,  which  naade  him  desirous  of 
obtaining  a  commission  in  the  army;  and  he  obtained  one 
from  King  William,  though  the  King  is  said  to  have  advised 
him,  at  th«  same  time^  with  his  usual  good  sense  and  sound 
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ludgement,  to  docline  any  briber  connectiQil  with'^earaqri 
9Jad  return  to  the  esDercise  of  hit  former  peaceable  profet sioa^ 
Butj  as  the  Doctor  did  not  think  proper  Xo  follow  thisgoai 
advice^  the  King  gratified  him.bjf  giving  Jiin  a  oomoatastoa 
in  the  army ;  and  he  was  killed^  if  I  remember  righly  the 
next  year  at  the  famous  battle  of  the  Boyae,  Now,  if  clei>- 
gymen  may  exercbe  all  these  lay^mployments  without 
iienouncing  the  office,  or  character,  of  a  Priest,  surely  they 
may  likewise  accept  the  occasional  ^nd  temporaiy  eiQploy^ 
ment  of  representing  a  set  of  burgesses  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, during  a  single  Parliament,  without  renouncing  that 
character.  If,  therefore,  they  are  at  present  legally  incapable 
of  representing  a  County,  or  a  Borough,  in  Parliament,  their 
Incapacity  must  arise  from  something  different  from  the 
supposed  Indelibility  of  the  character  of  a  Priest;  as,  for 
example, from  their  being  represented  in  the  Convocation  of 
theClergy,orfomefucbreafon.  But,intruth,  Ithinkthatallthe 
reaions,  that  have  hitherto  been  alleged  inproof  of  their  inca- 
pacity to  be  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  are 
frivolous  and  insufEcient,  and  consequently  th^l  they  are  at 
pjesent  legally  capable  of  being  so  elected.  However,  I  con- 
fess, itmight  be  inexpedient  topermitelergymenthat  were  pos- 
sessed of  Benefices  with  cure  of  souls,  and,  perhaps,  even  cler- 
gymeiP  that  were  Prebendaries  of  Cathedral  churches,  or  who 
possessed  any  other  clerical  preferments,  to  have  seats  in  thcr 
Houseof  Commons;  asitmighttend  togivea  wrongbiasto  the 
ftudies  and  pursuits  of  clergymen,  and  thereby  render  them 
less  .respectable  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  consequently' 
less  usefiil  in  the  line  of  their  sacred  profession.  And,  there* 
fore,  though  I  do  not  think  that,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
even  clergymen  so  circumstanced  are  incapable  of  sitting  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  yet  it  might,  perhaps,  be  prudent  to 
pass  an  act  of  Parliament  to  exclude  them  from  the  House 
of  Commons;  and  also  to  render  them  incapable  of  receiving 
^y  benefice,  or  Prebend,  or  other  church-preferment,  while 
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(ley  !^^te  hi  tbe  ttcme  of  GoimnoDS,  and  for  s  aerUftt 
tine  (as fer  example,  six  years)  after  tfiey  )iad  been  memberi 
«f  ity  if  they  had  been  admitted  intohdy  orders  before  they 
kad  been  chosen  members  of  ihftt  House^  and  then  had 
ipitted  tbeir  Preferments^  or  EniploymentSi  in  the  chtlrch 
in  order  to  qualify  ifaemsekes  to  become  members  of  the 
Ifoifs^/  This  incapacity  of  their  receiving  any  church* 
pieferment  while  they  were  members,  and  for  a  certain 
time  after  .they  had  ceased  to  be  members,  of  the  House, 
might  be  useful  ki  preventing  services  done  to  Ministers  of 
State,  by  supporting  their  meitoures  in  Parliament,  from 
becoming  a  channel  of  preferment  to  Bishopricks,  or  other 
great  stations  in  the  church,  which  ought  in  general  to  be 
bestowed  on  those  clergymen  who  distinguish  themselves 
by  a  faithful  and  diligent  discharge  of  the  pastoral  duties  of 
their  venerable  profession.  But  to  disfranchise  a  whole  body 
of  twelve,  or  fifteen,  thousand  men  from  becoming  tbe  re^ 
presentatives  of  their  countrymen  in  Parliament,  and  to 
deprive  the  electors  of  members  of  PfeirBamcnt  of  the  liberty 
of  cfausing  their  represenistives  out  of  so  numerous  a  body 
6f  well-educated,  intelligent,  men,  whose  merits  may  be 
known  to  them  by  their  residence  among  them,  and  the 
(ervices  they  have  reecived  from  them,  without  fuch  circum- 
Aances  as  thofe  above-mentioned,  (which  may  be  thought 
tp  render  fuch  a  meafure  neceflary),  feems  to  be  too  haHh 
and  vague  a  method  of  proceeding,  and  not  agreeable  to  the 
Caution  and Tendernefs  that  are  ufually  exhibited  by  theBri- 
tifli  Parliament  in  modifying,  or  reftraining,  the  rights  off 
Ibeir  fisllow-fubje^ts. 

I  remain  your  mod  humble  fervant, 

A  CONSTANT  READER. 

F.M. 
THU 


«N  THE  RIGHT  OF  SEARCHING  NEUTRAL  VESSELS.  iN 
ORDER  TO  PISCOVER  AND  SEIZ&ON  ANY  PROPERTY 
BELONGING  1 0  AN  ENEMY,  THAT  MAY  BE  ON  ^ARB 
THEM. 


To  the  Printer  of  the  Porcupine. 

^Thb  following  communication  wasfentus  fbon  after  the 
^appearance  of  SuLPicitra's  I^ettkrs.  At  that  time,  i( 
was  thought  not  ahogether  unexceptionable,  on  the  fcore 
.of  prudence,  to  publiih  it,  as  it  might  have  awakeneil 
doubts  whei%  lione  already  exifted.  The  reader  will  per« 
4:eive,  that  it  was  intended  to  excite  SuLPicitrs  to  inquire 
inore  fully  into  this  part  of  the  fubjeS,  of  which  he  had  fo 
ably  treated.  Since  the  queftipn  has  undergone  fo  ample  a 
.difcuffioo,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  our  Correfpond- 
ent  informs  us^  that  he  has  very  little  doubt  remaining;  yet 
he  wiflies  the  matter  to  be  placed  beyond  the  poflibility  of 
;doubt,  and  therefore  requefis,  that  his  article  may  be  pub» 
lifhed,  ia  the  hope^  that  it  may  draw-forth  from  Sulpi* 
CI  us.  Or  fome  other  writer,  a  full,  ,clear,  and  fatisfadoijr 
ftply.j 


I  thittk.tbePublick  is  much  obliged  tp  your  very  able 
x»rrefpoiiden^  who  figns  \Hmh\f  Sulpmu9f  for  his  informa- 
tion on  the  fttbject  of  the  anned  Neutrality  of  the  Northern 
Powers  lately  enteied-into,  to  tfaeevideut  poejtidice  of  Great 
Britain.  And  in  moft  of  the  jMropofiticms  he  has  laid-down 
jn  bis  excellent  Letters,  I  entirely  agree  with  him,  for  the 
reafons  which  he  has  alleged.  He  has  well  proved,  in  my 
.opinios^  tbat^  as  the  Law  of  Nations  now  ftands^  where  it 
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18  not  controled  by  fomc  particular  treaty,  the  Britifh  crullers 
have  a  right  to  feize  French  property  on  board  neutral 
reffels,  and  likewife  to  feize  goods  that  are  neutral  property 
on  board  neutral  veflelai  if  the  faid  goods  are  contraband  of 
war,  that  is,  military  ftores,  fuch  as  implemenu  of  war, 
falt-petre,  fulphur,  and  other  inch  materials,  immediately 
applicable  to  warlike  purpofes,  and  perhaps,  naval  Jlores, 
jit  for  tbs  equipmint  ofjbips  of  war ;  though,  as  to  this  lafi 
article,  there  feems  to  be  fome  room  for  doubt.    And,  as^a 
jiecefliry  confequence  of  this  right  of  fcizure,  without  which 
the  faid  right  would  be  nugatory  and  ufelefs,  our  cruifers  muft 
have  a  right  to  vifit,  and^  in  fome  cafes,  to  search,  the  neu- 
tral vefTels  they  falUin-with  on  the  high  feas,  in  order  to 
difcover  whether  they  have,  or  have  not,  any  property  lia- 
ble to  feizure.    But,  as  to  the  manner  of  exercifing  this 
right,  a  doubt  has  occurred  to  me^  which  I  wish  your  coire- 
fpondent  Sulpkius  would  clear-up.    For,  from  fome  weighty 
arguments   alleged  in  ProfefTor  ScblegePs   tract   on   thia 
fubjectj  and  from  two  of  the  treaties  alleged  in  the  Ap" 
pendix  to  Sulpicius's  own  Letters  in  fupport  of  his  doc- 
trines, it  appears  to  me  that  this  right  of  vifiting  and 
fearching  is  appointed  by  the  general  taw  and  practice  of 
maritime  nations  on  this  fubje6k,  to  be  performed  in  the 
following  manner.    The  British  armed  veflel  has  a  right  to 
flop  the  neutral  merchant- (hip,  and  to  fend  a  boat  with  the 
Captain  of  the  armed  veflel|  or  his  Lieutenant,  and  a  Seci^ 
tary,  or  Clerk,  to  write-down  what  (hall  be  neceflary  to  re« 
cord  the  tranfadion,  and  at  mofl^  one  perfon  more,  that  is, 
three  perfons  in  all,  befides  the  failors  neceflary  to  the  row- 
ing of  the  boat,  to  vifit  the  neuual  veflel ;  the  Britifli  cruifer 
being  alt  the  while  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  neutral 
{hip  that  its  cannon-fhot  could  not  reach  her,  to  the  end 
that  no  undue  terror  may  influence  the  crew  of  the  neutral 
j(hip.    Thefe  two,  or  three,  perfonsj  mufl  be  adiAitted  on 

bovd 


bMrd  the  mcrchtni-veflcl^  and  maft  require  the  Captain  of  it 
to  produce  a  pafljport  from  tlie  King  of  the  Country  to  which 
the  neutral  veflel  belongs^  (aa^  forexample^  the  King  of  Den* 
mark)^  teftifying^  *'  That  the  owners  of  the  neutral  veffiel 
have  declared  upon  oa|b,  before  bis  cufiom-houfe  officers  at 
the  port  from  which  the  (hip  failed,  that  they  and  other 
fttbjeds  of  the  faid  king  are  the  fole  owners  of  atl  the  pro* 
perty  put  on  board  the  faid  (hip,  and  that  the  Ibip 
is  bound  to  fuch  a  particular  port,  to  which  (he  has 
a  right  to  trade/'  and  he  muft  likewife  produce  a  certi* 
ficate  from  the  chief  magiflrates  of  the  port  from  which 
the  (hip  failed,  declaring,  ^<  That  the  owners  of  the  (hip 
had  made  oath,  that  the  Ikip,  and  all  the  merchandise  on 
board  it,  belonged  to  them  and  other  perfons,  fubjects  of  the 
lame  king,  and  not  to  either  of  the  powers  now  at  war,  or  to 
any  of  the  subjects  of  either  of  the  faid  powers,  and  that 
none  of  the  goods  on  board  it  were  prohibited  goods ;"  and 
when  this  paflport  and^rtificate  have  been  produced  to  the 
three  perfons  appointed  to  vilSt  the  (hip,  they  are  bound  to 
reft  fatisfied  of  the  (hip's  having  no  feizable  property  on 
board,  and  they  have  no  right  to  break-open  any  chefts, 
or  open  any  bales  of  goods,  or  further  inquire  into  ;he  ladl- 
ing of  the  (hip,  in  order  todificover  whether  the  declarations 
of  the  paffport  and  certificate  are  true  or  not;  and  the  mer* 
chant-(faip  muft  be  permitted  to  purfue  its  voyage  unmoIefU 
ed.  But,  if  no  fuch  paffport  and  certificate  are  produced, 
I  preftime  the  cruifers  may  exercife  their  right  of  fearching 
for  contraband  goods,  according  to  their  own  difcretion ; 
and,  likewife,  if  they  fufpe£t  (ome  of  the  goods  to  be  ene- 
mies* property,  they  may  detain  the  (hip  and  carry  her  into 
a  Br^tiih  port  upon  fufpicion,  in  order  to  have  that  matter 
deliberately  inquired -into  and  afcertained.  This  feems  to 
be  the  regular  manner  of  proceeding,  authorised  by  the 
general  law  and  practice  of  civilized  maritime  nations,  with 
fefpeft  to  neutral  merchant-(hips  not  efcorted  by  (hips  of  war« 
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Bot/  when  the  merchant-fliipfl  are  elcorted  by  A  ihip  of 
war^  the  mode  of  proceeding  feetns  to  be  lefs  certaiiily  de» 
termined^  either  by  praAice  or  written  documenH  reeogniy^^ 
ing  it|  fueh  as  Treaties  of  Commerce,  Marine  OrdinaBces, 
or  Iiiftrudions  of  Ooremments  to  the  Captains  of  their 
fhips  of^war ;  yei,  upon  the  whole,  we  may  coUeft  it  to  be 
as  foHows.  The  Britifli  (hips  of  war  that  meet  with  a  fleet 
oF  neutral  merchant^fhips,  efcorted  by  a  fkip  of  war,  ought 
to  apply  to  the  Commander  of  the  (hip  of  war  to  know 
their  deftination,  and  the  nature  of  the  goods  that  ate  on 
board  them,  inflead  of  fending  a  boat  with  two  or  three  pcr- 
fbns  to  vifit  each  of  the  merchant-fhipn  and  infpeft  their 
paflTports  and  certificates,  or  other  public  papers :  and,  if 
the  faid  Commander  declares,  <<  That  the  (bips  and  their 
cargoes  are  entirely  the  property  of  the  fubjieftaof  his  fore-? 
reign,  and  that  none  of  the  goods  are  contraband,  and  that 
the  proper  declarations  upon  oath  upon  this  fubje&  have 
been  made  by  the  (hippers  of  the  goods  before  the  niagtf« 
ttates^or  cuftom-houfe  officers,of  the  port  in  which  the  veflel» 
were  laden;''  this  Declaration  of  the  Commander  of  the  (hip 
of  war  that  efcorts  them  ought  to.be  received  as  fufficient 
teftiroony  of  the  (hips  and  their  cargoes  beingnentral,  and  not 
liable  to  feizure,  and  (he  faid  merchant-(h!psou^ht  to  be  per- 
mitted to  purfuetheirvoyagewithoutfurthermoleftation.l'his, 
at  leaft,  is  the  method  of  proceeding  preicribed  for  this  cafe  by 
the  only  treaty,  if  I  recolled>right,  that  makes  mention  of  thio. 
cafe  amongft  all  the  treaties  relating  to  this  queftion  that 
have  been  produced,  either  by  Profeflbr  Scbleg^l,  or  Smlpu* 
ciits.  And  it  feems  to  be  confirmed  in  praftice  by  the  ro^ 
fiftance  made  by  Captain  Dedel,  a  Dutch  captain  of  a  OMtt 
of  war,  in  the  year  1762,  to  an  attempt  made  by  an  J^gUfli 
(hip,  or  (hips  of  war,  to  vifit  fome  Dutch  mercbant-ihtptr 
which  he  was  directed  by  the  Dutch  Admiralty  to  efoort ; 
and  by  the  approbation  beftowed  on  him  by  the  Dutch  Ad- 
miralty for  having  made  fuch  refiftance  r  aipd  likewife  hf 
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like  coaduft  of  the  brave  Es^lo/Si.  Vtmeni^  ia  the  preient 
wiv  (as  ftaud  by  Profeflbr  SclUeg^l,)  ia  releafiag  a  neutral 
aefchanUvseflelj'  (thai  bad  been^uken  by  one  of  his  cniifel»» 
asibfpaded  of  having  enemy'e  goods^  or  contraband  g|Dod% 
onboaidy  whea  the  Commander  of  a  tkxp  of  war  of  the 
tmnt  naliaii  eMnc-»up  a  litile  while  after,  ac(lonipanied  by  a 
large  fleet  of  nMcbant-ftifa  of  the  (ame  oation,  that  he  waa 
apfpoineed  i^  efeoft*  and  teftified^to  the  Eari  of  St*  Vinoeol^ 
thai  the  fliip  which  hia  cnufera  had  taken  had  made  a  pait 
of  thia  feels  and  had  ftrayad  from  it  by  fome  accidem,  thai 
had  made  her  be  confidered  by  their  captors  as  afingle  veflel 
and  not  iiititled  to  hia  proteOion.  The  inftant  releafeof 
this  vefiel  by  Lord  St.  Vineeni,  with  an  apology  for  the 
capture,  as  having  been  owing  to  a  oiiAake,  is  fiirdy  m/ 
pretty  good  proof,  that  fuch  is  the  privilege  of  merchants 
Aips,  escorted  by  ihips  of  war,  according  to  the  opinions 
of  fea-officers  of  the  greateft  Reputation  and  Experience. 
This  privilege  may  certainly  be  abufed,  and  may  occafioa 
fbme  inconveniences  to  the  belligerent  nations :  and  lb  may 
every  regulation  made  for  the  condu&  of  human  affain* 
But  it  muft  be  remembered  that  we  are  not  now  inquiring 
^^  what  the  law  of  nations  ^ugbt  to  be  in  fuch  a  cafe^** 
(which  would,  indeed,  be  a  moft  arduous  and  dijGcuk 
queftion,)  but  ^  what  at  is**  Aixl,  sa  Great  Britain  hasp 
throughout  this  war  of  neceffity  and  felf-defence,  (which 
flie  did  not  feek,  or  make,  but  fuffered,  or  received,  from 
the  infolence  of  the  French  National  Convention,  in  Fe« 
bruary,  i793>  when  governed  by  the  mifchievous  coimfels 
of  Monfieur  BriiTot,)  condnfted  herlelf  with  great  modera*- 
ixoisx  and  regard  tojuAice,  notwithAanding  the  numei'ous 
charges  of  a  contrary  fpirit  brought  againft  her  by  thedej 
claimers  of  France,  I  fliould  be  glad  to  fee  her  perfeved  in 
the  fame  temperate  and  honourable  condud  to  the  the  qf 
^  conteft,  andp  for  that  purpofe^  avoid  any  attempt  to  make 
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ff  hew  Law  of  Nations  on  this  fubjeft^  atid  content  herTelf  witll 
an  adheifence  tothat  Law^  (such as  it  now  is,  by  the  confeflion 
of  Mr.  Jefferfon  himfeif,  and  other  perfons  by  no  means  par* 
tial  to  Great-Britain,)  with  vigour  and  fpiritj  in  oppofition  to 
the  wild  and  capricious  refolutions  of  the  variable  Emperoar 
of  Auffia.  And  that  our  Goremment  and  the  nation  may  be 
truly  informed  ^^  what  is  the  prefent  Law  of  Nations  in  this 
case,  of  neutral  merchant-ihips  efcorted  by  a  (hip  of  war/'  I 
4uq>e  Sutficius  will  fift  the  matter  to  the  bottom^  and  give  us 
another  Letter  that  will  clear  it  up  to  general  ratisfa6Uo». 

I  am  your  humble  servant, 

Aristidbs". 
F.  M. 
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ON  THE  SLAVE-TRAttE. 


To  the  EoiTOB  of  the  British  Press. 

Si«,  April  z,i%o^i 

It  is  a  vciy  iftiporUfit  and  ftriking  truth,  worthy  the 
ferious  confideration  of  all  thofe  who  doubt  the  enorm-' 
Ous  wickednefs  of  Weft-Indian  Slavery,  that  its  xnoft  tt^ 
fpedable  champions,  and  even  th6fe  among  them  who,  by 
an  afiedalion  df  candoar,  have  made  the  moft  powerfal 
impreilion  on  the  publick  mind,  have  been  obliged  to  refort 
fo  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  the  fa£ts  upon  which  they 
teafon.  Sdmetimes,  in  order  to  deprive  of  our  fympathy 
the  wretched  viftims  of  colonial  despotifm,  fallacious  repre^ 
fentations  have  been  wilfully  giveh  of  their  conduA  and 
charafter ;  at  other  times,  in  order  to  draw  a  veil  over  their 
-fuftrings  and  wrongs,  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the 
Ignorance  of  the  European  Publick  refpeding  Weft-Indian 
^airs,  by  diclofing  juft  fo  much  of  a  particular  faS,  as 
tvould  fiimifli  a  bafis  for  an  inference  oppofite  to  the  truth, 
and  invidioufly  fuppreffing  the  reft. 

Of  this  pradice,  Mr.  Brougham,  in  his  able  work,  enti- 
tled. An  Inquiry  into  the  Colonial  Policy  of  tbe  Eutopean 
Powers^  has  given  feme  examples  in  writers  of  the  firft 
reputation  among  the  Apologifts  of  the  Weft^Indian 
fyftem. 

The  cart-whip  is  the  planter's* ordinary  inftniment,  both 
tt  coercion  and  punifliment.  When  ufed  for  the  former 
purpofe  by  the  driver  in  the  field,  it  is  genenjly  applied  to 
the  poor  labourers  in  their  working  pofture,  withotit  ftop- 
piag  toftrip  them  of  the  clothes  by  which  their  backs  may 
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liappen  to  be  defended.  The  efeft  is  fufficiently  fevere  | 
y^t  not  fo  mncb  fo  m  commonly  tokiTe  permanent  marks 
on  the  body.  But  when  a  puniibment  is  to  be  deliberately 
inflifted,  the  patient  is  ftntehed  upon  the  ground,  with  his 
limbs  extended,  and  the  cart-whip,  (which,  in  the  hands  of 
an  ejcpert  driver,  is  a  moft  mercileis  izlftrument  of  torture,) 
is  vertically  applied,  with  all  bis  force,  and  with  an  iteration 
fometknea  extending  to  an  hundred  laflies,  upon  that 
flefliy  part  of  the  naked  frame,  which  atone  can  receive 
fuch  extreme  difcipline,  without  grea^  dang^  to  life.  Not 
only  is  the  fcarF-lkin  peeled«o£F  by  evesy  ocmtad  of  the  lafhj 
but  deep  incifions  are  made,  which  often  leaye  lafting  Ccafa 
of  (bocking  4Q>pearance:  from  thefe  fcass  very  few  field«* 
Mgioes  are  wholly  exempt. 

This  general  and  notorious  hSt  bavit^  been  noticed  by 
the  Abolitionifts,  in  the  firft  difcuffion  on  the  Slave-trade^ 
but  without  a  diflin£t  fpecification,  as  it  would  Teem,  of 
the  part  of  the  body  which  bore  thefe  badges- of  cruelty^ 
a  tour  to  the  Windward  Iflands  was  written  by  oneWeiU 
lodiaa  planter  of  great  eminence  (Sir  William  Young), 
andpubliihed  in  a  well-known  work  of  anotbert  (Hiftory  of 
the  We(UIadies,  by  Mr«  Bryan  Edwards),,  in  which  the 
following  pafTage  appears :  ''  I  particularly  noticed  every 
negro  whom  I  met,  or  overtook,  on  the  road;  of  thofe^  I 
counted  eleven  who  were  drefled  as  fieldnaegroes)  with 
only  tcowfcurs  on,  and,  adverting  to  the  evidence  on  the 
SUv&4fade,  I  particularly  remarked  that  not  one  of  the 
tltven  had  a  fingle  mark^  or  fear,  of  the  whip,  &c«— Never 
paffing  a  (lave,  without  obferving  his  back,  either  in  the  fields 
9fi  on  fibs  isoad)  or  wenches  walbing  in  the  rtver^  I  have  not 
inm  one  back  marked,  befides  that  of  the  woman  obferved 
w  Mf.  Cs  efiate,  &c." 

£Br   WilUam  Young's  obje&  in  bring^ngribrward  this 
flilmMatia  QbyiottOy  to  difcredit  tbe  accoums  which  have 
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btea  g^ven  of  tbe  fievnity  of  Weft-IodUn  bondagie;  He 
18  himfelf  owner  of  leveral  phatationsy  and  therefore  mnft 
have  bad  ample  means  of  afcertaiaing  the  real  ftate  of  the 
cab.  .Btttfnch  is  the  unfairaefs  of  the  impreffion  which 
hn  aoGOunt  i$  calculated  to  produces'—an  unfairnefa  which 
cMid  not  efcape  the  notice  of  any  man  having  the  iUgbleft  * 
acqiwntance  with  Weft-Indian  affairs^ — ^that  Mr.  Edwarda 
thought  him&lf  bound,  (bom  regard,  it  is  to' be  prefumed^ 
te  his  own  cbaraAer  for  veracity,)  to  fubjoin  to  the  paflage 
the  following  note:  ^<  In  the  Weft-Indies  the  puniftment 
of  whipfHng  is  commonly  infliAed,  not  on  the  backs  of  th« 
negroes,  aspm£f)/M  m  tb4  discipline  of  the  Briii/b /oldier$, 
but,  more  humanely  and  with  much  lefs  danger,  on  the^4rM 
p^irieres.  It  is  therefore  no  proof  that  the  negroes  whom 
Sir  William  Young  infpefted  had  efcaped  flagellation, 
becaufe  their  (boulders  bore  no  impreffion  of  the  whip*- 
This  acknowledgment  I  owe  to  truth  and  candour.'' 

The  candid  annotator  well  knew  that,  if  the  jnft  and 
neceflavy  fentence  of  a  court-martial  were  to  be  executed 
by  the  feme  inftrument,  and  to  the  fame  extent,  as  the 
arbitrary  asd,  often,  capricious  mandate  of  a  Weft-tndiaii 
overfeer,  the  back  could  not  be  the  feat  of  punifhoient 
without  certttn  death  to  the  fufferer. 

But  of  the  ^aftifofff  of  Mr.  Edwards,  as  an  hiftorian,  in. 
what  Regards  this  haplefs  race^  Mr.  Brougham  has  fiiroifli* 
c4  amj^e  illuftration ;  and  one  indance  of  it  wdl  de&rves 
tQ  be  noticed.  A  Mr.  GaUifer,  a  planter  of  St.  Domingcv 
was  ceiebndted  for  his  mild  ti^eatment  of  his  Haves;  and  the 
c^HAqnence  of  his  lenity  was,  that  they  increafed  in  num- 
bers v^y  rapidly ;  but,  about  the  year  1773,  ^^^  gentle* 
maa  died,  aoid  the  n^oes  found  a  new  mafier  of  an  opp»* 
fite  charader,  who  treated  them  fi)  badly,  that  their  nnm^ 
hers,  infiead  of  increafing  as  before,  ^continually,  declined. 
Diefe  laas  were  pubUlhed  by  Mr«  Clarkfoi^.  in  I7«6^  in 
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hit  m/ay  on  ibg  Impolicy  of  the  Shhfi^ii'adei  aiid  as  that 
period  was  three  years  anterior  to  the  Revolution  in  St. 
Domingo^  of  courfe  there  could  be  no  room  for  fufpicioni 
that,  with  a  view  to  the  events  of  that  Revolution,  Mr, 
Clarkfon  could  have  devifcd  or  mifreprefented  the  faft  of 
the  rcverfe  of  treatment  upon  Gallifer's  eftate,  which  had 
taken  place  fifteen  years  before  he  wrote ;  yet  Mr.  Edwards^ 
in  his  Hi/lary  of  St.  Domingo,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupport- 
ing  an  abfurd  and  mirchievous  calumny  on  the  opprefed 
African  race  (the  charge  of  their  being  wholly  dcftitute  of 
the  natural  fentiment  of  gratitude),  has  inferted  the  former 
part  of  Mr.  Clarkfon's  anecdote,  but  wholly  fupprejffid  the 
death  of  Mr.  Galltfery  and  the  change  of  treatment  bj 
the  new  mafler,  and  has  then  given  a  ftocking  account  of 
the  exceffes  committed  in  the  infurreAion  by  the  negroes  of 
this  eftate;  as  if  the  peculiar  indulgence  and  kind  treatment 
of  their  owner  had  produced  the  effeA  of  making  them 
more  ferocious  than  the  reft  of  the  infurgents. 

Of  fuch  mifreprefeutation,  if  wilful,  for  fuch  a  purpofef 
it  would  be  difficult  to  fpeak  with  the  reprehenfion  it  de- 
ferves  $  and  yet,  as  Mr.  Brougham  obferves,  the  mutilation 
of  the  cafe  could  not  be  accidental.  It  would  be  difficult, 
indeed,  to  believe,  that  fo  induftrious  an  advocate  as  Mr. 
Edwards  had  not  read  the.  work  of  fo  diftmguiflied  an 
opponent  as  Mr.  Clarkfon,  wbofe  very  words  too  he  in  part 
ufes  upon  this  occafion.  Befides,  Mr.  Edwards  had  been 
at  Cape  Francois,  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of  this  eftate, 
during  the  infurredion ;  and  be  tells  us,  with  Mr.  Clark- 
fon, that  the  name  of  Mr.  Gallifer  had  been  proverbial  Mhtt 
humanity — <^  As  happy  as  6allifer*s  negroes  :*'  it  could 
hardly  have  efcaped  his  notice,  that  fo  remarkable  a  cha- 
mber, who  had  been  dead  near  twenty  years,  was  not  liv- 
ing at  that  interefting  period.  And  even  were  it  poffible 
to  acquit  this  writer  of  wiUiil  mifreprefentation  in  this 
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cafe,  his  raflmefs^  in  confidenlly  aflerting  fo  extraordinary 
an  inftance  of  depravity  in  dire£t  oppofition  to  the  truth  of 
the  cafe,  muft  be  fatal  to  his  credit  as  an  hiftorian. 

It  18  painful  to  make  fuch  oblervations  on  a  writer  now 
no  more ;  but  Mr.  Edwards,  under  the  made  of  an  affeded 
candour  and  moderation,  has  done  more  to  miflea(l  the 
publick  mind,  at  the  expence  of  truth,  and  of  the  opprefled  . 
African  race,  than  all  the  other  advocates  of  the  Slave- 
Syftem  united  t  and  we  muft  not  fuffer  the  caufe  of  mi^ 
lions  now  living,  and  myriads  yet  unborn,  to  be  prejudiced 
by  falfe  tendemefs  to  the  memory  of  the  dead, 

Tour's, 

Am  Abolitionist, 


on 


6N  the  SLAVErTRADE. 


•^  To  the  Editor  q/^tli^  British  Prsss. 

SiR>  utffri/ 83  i8oj. 

The  advocates  £or  the  continuance  of  the  Africao  SIavo» 
Trade^  in  the  dearth  of  found  argument  for  the  fupport  of 
their  caufe^  have  frequently  had  the  effrontery  to  make  their 
appeal  to  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  Scriptures  undoubtedly 
reqpid  the  eziftence  of  Slavery  in  ancient  times ;  but  furely 
it  would  be  a  very  unfair  inference  from  this  admiflSon,  that 
the  Scripturesj  therefore^  fandion  that  traffick  in  men  which 
is  carried-on  by  Britifh  fubjeds  from  the  Coaft  of  Africiy 
for  the  fupply  of  labourers  in  the  Weft-Indian  Iflands.  If 
(uch  a  principle  of  interpretation  were  admitted^  to  what  abr 
furd  confequences  would  it  not  1^  1  The  Scriptures  re« 
cord  the  fratricide  of  Cain^  the  drunkenness  of  Noahj  and 
the  polygamy  of  David ;  but  would  it  be  juft  reafoning  to 
ittfer^  that  either  murder,  or  fenfuality  and  profligacy^ 
Vrere  fandioned  by  the  word  of  God  ?  As  juft,  at  leaftj  as 
that  deduced  by  the  modem  Man-Merchant  from  the  fale 
;of  Jofeph  to  the  Midianites,  or  from  the  exifteuoe  of  bond^ 
age  in  the  Patriarchal  ages,  in  favour  of  his  horrid  traffick. 

But  let  it  be  granted^  for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  thr 
/Slavery  mentioned  in  Scripture  was  fan&ioned  by  Divine 
jauthority.  Will  this  conceffion  affeft  the  queftion  at  iflue, 
pt  eftablifli  the  lawfiilnefs  of  the  Afirican  Slave-Trada? 
By  no  means.  But,  before  I  enter  upon  the  difcuffion  of  this 
(iibjed,  it  will  be  proper  to  piemife,  that  the  caufe  for  which 
I  plead  hai  fufertidi  pateiiall^  frpm  the  ambiguity  of  the 
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term  Slavtry.  This  vague  and  anddbed  teftn  is  ap 
conditionsof  Society  differing  very  widely  in  almoft  every 
cffimtial  parlicalar.  We  fpeak  of  our  becoming  Jlaves, 
if  a  Mioifter  do  but  fufpend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad.  The 
French  are  called  SUwss^  becaufe  they  do  not  enjoy  the 
fame  degree  of  political  liberty  with  which  Providence 
has  bleflEed  this  Island.  The  domeftick  fervitude  of  Africa 
(which  probably  bears  a  clofe  refemblance  to  Patriarctud 
kwidage)  is  termed  Slavery y  and  the  fubjefts  of  it  SUvu^ 
fiome  other  nasie^  therefore,  ought  to  be  invented  to  ex* 
prefs  Weft-Indian  bondage }  for,  by  means  of  the  aflbciar* 
tioD  of  Ideas  which  is  produced  by  this  interoonmiaiiity 
of  appdUtion^  efpecially  in  the  minds  of  perlbns  who  have 
had  no  opportunity  of  fully  inveftigating  the  fubjed,  the 
African  Slave-trade,  together  with  that  fyftem  which  it 
feeds  and  perpetuates  in  the  WeiUIndies>  is  confounded 
with  ftates  of  fervitude  fo  very  mitigated  as  to  excite  no 
horror;  and  is  thus  relieved  from  a  great  part  of  its  (hadet 

The  fyftem  of  Slavery  which  prevails  in  our  Weft-* 
Indian  colonies  we  believe  to  ftaod  alone  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  world.  It  is  not  only  (as  Mr.  Pitt  affirmed  in  179a) 
the  greatest  praAioal  evil  which  has  ever  affli&cd  the  hur 
man  race ;  but  it  is  an  evil  $m  generis,  fo  radically  an4 
eftentially  different  from  every  other  which  happens  to 
have  the  fame  name  attached  to  it,  as  fcarcely  lo  form  a  tair 
ground  of  analogical  reafoning.  But  let  us  confider  thii( 
point  more  attentively. 

The  miferies  entailed  on  Africa  by  the  81ave»Trade  art 
already  fuffioiently  known  to  tbePubli^sk ;  I  need  not,  tkore- 
fore,  dwell  at  prefent  on  that  part  of  the  fubjed*  Let  m 
folfow  the  Slaves  in  the  middle  paffage.  There,  if  we  majr 
credit  the  Man^Merchant,  the  utmoft  exertiooa  of  his  hu  • 
maoity  and  beneficence  are  employed  to  promote  the  caft 
fi|id  comfort  of  his  African  paffengcrs.    But  even  there  we 
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fliall  be  eonftraiiied  to  confefs  chat  bis  tender  mercies  are 
emel.  •     • 

In  ibe  year  1791  (three  years  after  the  paffing  of  the 
Slave-carrying  AQ  ,whicb  is  admitted  by  the  Man-Mer- 
chants themfelves  to  have  very  greatly  leffencd  the  mortality 
on  board  of  flave-fliips),  of  15,754  flaves  carried  from  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  1,378  died  during  the  middle  paflage,  the 
average  length  of  which  was  fifty-one  days;  making  a 
mortality  of  8(  per  cent,  in  that  time,  or  of  6%\  per  cent'. 
fer  annum :  a  rate  of  mortality  which  would  unpeople  the 
Earth  in  a  year  and  feven  months. 

The  amount  of  the  mortality  in  1799  was,  however, 
fttll  more  enormous.  Of  31,554  flaves  carried  from  Africa, 
no  fewer  than  5,413  died  on  the  paiTage,  making  fome^ 
what  more  than  17  per  cent,  in  fifty-one  days.  Had  the 
voyage  been  prolonged,  and  the  flaves  continued  to  die  in 
the  fame  proportion,  the  whole  number  would  have  been 
completely  fwept-away  in  about  ten  months*^. 

I  would  now  aflc,  whether  it  be  fair,  whether  it  be  allow* 
able,  to  dignify  a  pradice  fo  pregnant  with  mifery  and 
murder,  with  the  name  KXcommircef  Surely  this  cannot 
long  be  endured  by  a  Britiih  Parliament*  If  it  is  to  be 
tolerated,  let  us  at  leaft  have  fome  fpecious  pretext  for  the 
indulgence :  let  there  be,  at  leaft,  one  praftice  pointed-out, 
either  in  ancient  or  modern  ftory,  which  will  bear  to  be 
compared  for  one  moment  with  this  abominable  traffick : 
otherwife  we  ought  no  longer  to  be  impofed-upon  by  thf 
hardy  aflumption  of  its  aniiqmty  and  unwer/aUiy. 

But  the  horrors  of  the  middle  paflage  are  at  length 
terminated.  The  flaves  are  landed  in  the  WeflJndies ; 
ezpofed  like  cattle  in  a  Fiur ;  fpanned  and  gauged  with  as 
little  ceremony  as  is  obferved  by  a  carcafe-butcher  in 
Bmitbfield ;  and,  haying  been  purchafed  by  fome  planter, 

f  $ee  accouots  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1799- 
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ftfe  led  to  his  e(^ate.  What  is^  then^  the  fituaUon  of  fuch 
of  them  as  furvive  the  feafoning?  They  are  the  abfolute 
property  of  their  purchaftr^  vendible  by  him  precifely  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  horfe  which  turns  his  fugar-mill^ 
and,  if  direft  privation  of  life  and  limb  be  excepted,  equally 
fubjeA  to  his  difcretion  as  to  the  quantity  of  labour  to  be 
exa6led,  the  proportion  of  food  to  be  allowed,  and  the  dif« 
cipline  or  punifiiment  to  be  infli£led. 

During  the  hours  of  labour,  they  are  driven^  like  ai^am 
of  oxen  or  horfes,  by  the  cart-whip  \  and  this  compulsion  of 
labour^  by  tbepbyjical  impul/e,  or  prefent  terror  of  the  wbipf 
Is  umverfal  wUb  refpsd  to  fucb  Jlav$s  as  are  engaged  in 
cultivating  our  i/lands.  As  to  civil  rights,  or  any  political 
exigence,  they  (land  on  a  level  w,ith  the  brute.  Immo* 
derate  cruelty  to  a  (lave  is  punifliable  as  a  nuisance,  in  the 
fame  way  as  immoderate  cruelty  to  cattle ;  but  then,  it  is  « 
always  difEcult,  and  generally  impoflible,  to  obtain  proof 
of  the  faftj  for  (let  it  not  be  forgotten)  the  evidence  of  a 
flave,  or  of  a  thoufand  (laves,  did  they  all  testify  the  fame 
thing,  would  not  be  available  in  tl  e  fmalleft  degree  to  the 
conviction  of  one  who  is  free.  This,  then,  is  the  ftate  of 
bondage  to  which  not  only  the  imported  Africans  them- 
felves,  but  their  children,  and  their  children's  children,  for 
ever  and  for  ever,  are  inevitably  conGgned :  and  I  defy 
any  one  to  (hew,  not  only  that  a  (ingle  circum (lance  in 
this  picture  is  exaggerated,  but  that  it  is  not  a  matter  of  as 
univerfal  notoriety  in  the  Weft  Indies,  whatever  it  may 
be  in  Europe,  as  the  exiftence  of  (lavery^at  all.  I  do  not 
mean,  indeed,  to  affirm,  that  ibis  fyftcm  is  not  as  humanely 
adminiftered  by  fome  Weft-Indian  planters,  as  its  nature 
will  admit.  But  ftill  fuch  is  the  fyfiem  which  they  have  td 
adminifter. 

Let   it  be  remarked,  however,  that  there  is  one  circum- 
(lance   in  *hc  lot  of  Weft-Indian  Slaves  which  fenders  it 
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cvffn^i^bVre  tblA  thit  of  bfotcs ;  (hey  iTdt  Olify  feel  fffc  pr©* 
fent  t^aih,  Bdt  they  c^n  retneiiiber  the  pad,  they  can 
.anticipate  the  Aiture,  theiy  can  difcourfe,  they  caft  contrive, 
they  can  eiecdle,  they  can  diftinguifli  between  right  and 
'wrorfirg }  they  have  had  the  irifolcnce,  at  times,  16  exercifc 
this  fdciihy  ;  iiay,.they  have  eveh  dared  io  prefer  a  claim 
t6  th(tf  p'offerfloh  of  humanity,  by  exprefflng  a  fenfe  of 
injury  and  injuftice,  and  by  ihewing  that  they  can  refent 
ft.  Henee  it  is,  that,  While  in  this  country,  we  fee  men 
take  pteafure  in  raifiitg  their  h6rfes  and  ddgs  to  a  partici« 
patidn  of  their  ow6  etyoymelits,  and  to  a  place,  as  it  were> 
iti  their  friencfAip  aild  fociety  j  the  flavc  in  the  Wcft-liidies 
ts  degraded  and  thruil-down  to  the  very  earth,  left,  look- 
itig  upvirard^,  foine  untoward  accident  (hould  difcover  to 
Irim  that  he  is  a  man,  poffefTed  of  the  fame  common  nature 
with  his  maftef,  and  equally  entitled  with  him  to  feel,  and 
to  rep^l  infult,  And  injury,  and  torture. 

Now,  I  do  not  hefitate  to  challenge  all  the  stfvocates  of 
the  Slave-Trade  to  point-out,  in  ancient  times,  any  ftate  or 
condition  of  life,  which  bears  the  mod  remote  refemUlance 
to  the  -Weft-Indian  fyftem  ;  viewed  in  all  its  parts,  from 
its  commencement  in  Africa,  to  its  completion  in  the 
Weft-Indies.  Kay,  fo  far  is  it  from  having  any  claim  to 
dntiquifyy  that  I  take  it  upon  myfelf  to  aver  that  this 
fyftem,  as  now  conftituted,  is  entirely  a  modern  invention. 
It  took  its  rife  in  the  Antilles,  about  220  years  ago ;  and 
from  that  time  it  has  been  gradually  augmenting,  until 
by  \m  accumulating  wafte  of  the  Britifli  capital  and  Afri- 
can blood,  it  has  acquired  its  prefent  hideous  form  and 
gigantick  dimenlions. 

SUU,  however,  it  may  be  perti;iacioufly  argued  thatyZav- 
ery  is  Jlavery^  and  that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  flate  of  fociety  among  the  Ifraelites, 
The  bondage,  however,  which  prevailed  among  the  Ifrael- 
ites 
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Uel  will  hot  be  faid^  by  the  tnoft  hardy  vindicator  of  the 
modern  Man-Merchant,  to  have  been  worfe  than  that  to 
which  the  children  of  Ifrael  themfelves  had  been  fubjeded 
in  Egypt.  Of  that  date  they  always  fpoke  as  a  ilate  of 
the  moil  intolerable  oppreflion*  In  oomparifon  of  it,  every 
other  fervitude  was  light.  Their  deliverance  from  it,  as 
typical  of  another  and  greater  deliverance,  was  called,  by 
way  of  eminence,  their  redemption.  So  powerful  was 
their  impreflion  of  the  horrors  of  this  flate,  that  the  ironfur^ 
nace^  the  furnace  of  affliciUm^  and  limilar  expreffions,  feem 
inadequate  to  ^xprefs  their  conceptions  of  it  5  and  Elgypt, 
the  land  of  their  captivity,  is  emphatically  termed  the 
bouse  of  bondage :  and  it  is  by  the  recollection  of  their 
fuflTering  in  that  country,  that  the  Almighty  enforced  upon 
them  the  injundion  to  be  kind  to  the  ftrangers  that  dwett 
among  them. 

Yet  what,  after  all,  was  the  nature  of  this  £g\'plian 
bondage  ?  Was  its  dreadful  feverity  fuch  as  to  diminiih  the 
number  of  (laves,  and  to  require  fre(h  importations  to  fill- 
up  the  void  which  was  caufed  by  exceflive  labour,  harfk 
treatment,  and  fcanty  food  ?  By  no  means.  They  multi- 
plied fo  rapidly  as  to  become  an  objed:  of  terror  to  their 
oppredfors  from  their  very  increase.  Had  their  labours  no 
known  meafure  or  limit,  or,  was  it  forced  from  them  at 
the  caprice  of  an  overfeer  or  driver,  by  the  compelling 
jK>wer  of  the  cart-whip?  No  fuch  thing.  It  was  the 
fubjed  of  fpecifick  and  uniform  regulation :  taflcs  were  ap- 
pointed :  the  tale  of  bricks  was  previou(ly  named.  And^ 
as  to  food,  the  flefti-pots  of  Egypt  had  become  proverbial 
among  them. 

Having  now,  as  I  conceive,  incontrovertibly  edabliflied 
the  radical  difference  between  any  flavery  which  could 
have  exiftcd  among  the  Ifraeliles,  and  that  which  now 
cxids  in  the  Weft-Indies,  I  have  at  lead  demoIiOied  every 
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thing  like  argument  in  favour  of  the  Scriptural  fanBion  d 
the  African  Slave-Trade.  I  would,  therefore,  entreat  thofe 
well -meaning,  men  in  this  country,  who,  from  unacquaint- 
ance  with  the  real  ftate  of  things  in  the  Weft-Indies,  have 
too  rtadily  conceded  that  the  fyftem  of  Weft-Indian  bond- 
age has  any  countenance  in  Scripture,  to  retraft  thatconcef- 
fion ;  and  to  be  no  longer  impofed-upon  by  the  mere  fimil- 
arity  of  a  name,  when  the  things  are  in  their  nature  fo 
cflTeiuially  diftinft.  And  let  not  the  Man-Merchants,  nor 
their  advocates,  any  longer  infult  the  common  fenfe,  to 
fay  nothing  of  the  religion,  of  their  country,  by  arguments 
fo  abfurd  and  impious. 

It  wiil  fcarcely  be  expeSed  that,  after  this  confutation  of 
the  argument  deduced  from  Scripture  in  favour  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  I  (hould  think  it  neceflary  to  prove  the  contrariety 
of  thofe  practices  to  which  this  trade  gives  birth,  as  well 
as  of  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  to  the  whole 
tenor  and  fcope  both  of  the  Old  and  of  the  New  Teftament. 
That 'the  fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  religion  ftands  oppofed  to 
the  flave-trade  is  too  obvious  to  require  proof;  I  (hall, 
therefore,  content  myfelf  with  having  reftified  the  mis- 
conceptions which  have  arifen  on  this  fubjeft  from  the 
ambiguous  ufe  of  the  term  JIaveryy  and  with  quoting  two 
or  three  paflages  of  Scripture,  which  feem  to  have  a  pretty 
decifive  bearing  on  the  question. 

"  Therefore  all  things  whatfoever  ye  would  that  men 
fliould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them  ;  for  this  is  the 
law  and  the  prophets." 

'^  The  law  is  made  for  the  lawlefs  and  difobedient; 
for  men-stealers." 

"  And  he  that  stealeth  a  man,  and  fellcth  him,  or  if  he 
be  found  in  his  band^  he  (hall  furely  be  put  to  death/' 

Your's,  &c. 

An  Abolitiomist. 


2D3' 


FURTHEK  REFLECTIONS  ON  NEGRO- SLAVERY. 


The  two  preceeding  Letters  concerning  the  Rate  of  the 
Negro-flaves  in  the  Wefl-Indies  (of  which  1  do  not  know 
who  are  the  authors,)  feem  to  convey  a  clear  and  diRinc( 
account  of  the  very  harfh  and  dreadful  puuifiimcnts  which 
are  fouietimes  infliftcd  on  them  by  cruel  mafters,  or  by 
the  overfeers  entrufted  with  the  management  of  t]\eni  by 
maRers  of  a  different  chara<!Ser.     But  thefe  great  abufes  of 
power  over  them  we  may  reafonably  (uppofe.to  be  not  very 
frequent ;  and  it  is  almoR  certain  that,  now  that  (by  the 
late  at£k  of  Parliament  for  abolifhing  the  Slave-trade,)  the 
Weft-India  planters  will  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  pur* 
chafing  new  Slaves   from  Africa,   the  treatment  of  their 
present  Slaves  will  be  much  milder  and  more  careful  than 
before.     For  it  will  now  be  the  intereft  of  their  maftcrs 
not  to  over-work  their  Slaves,  but  to  require  from  them 
only  fuch  a  moderate  degree  of  labour  as  will  contribute 
to  keep  them  in  health  and  vigour  for  many  years  to  cpme^ 
and  enable  them  to  raife  families  of  children  to  afliR  them 
in  their  fervice  to  their  mafters,  and  fupply   their  places 
when  they  die.     And  for  this  purpofe,  the  excellent  infti- 
tution  of  marriage,  or  fome  fimilar  and  nearly  equivalent 
union  between  the  male  and  female  Slaves,  (by  allotting  one 
woman  to  one  man,  to  the  exclufion  of  promifcyous  con* 
cubinage,)  and  with  a  great  diminution  of  the  labour  of 
the  female  Slaves  during  their  pregnancy,  will,  no  doubt,  be 
cftabli(he<Pin  moft  of  the  plantations,  together  with  feparaie 
habitations  for  every  married  couple,  with  proper  accom- 
modations forrearing  their  children.  And,  when  ihefe  chang- 
es in  the  condition  of  the  Negro-Slaves  in  the  Weft- Indies 
fhall  be  efFeded^  (which  seem  to  me  to  be  almoft  necefiary 
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confequences  of  the  Abdiition  of  the  Slave-Trade^)  they 
will  be  fo  much  happier  than  they  had  been  before^  that 
they  will  almoft  ceafe  to  be  obje&s  of  conipaffion  i  though 
it  will  be  ftill  to  be  wi(bed  that  they  may^  in  fome  future 
period^  and  by  gradual  emancipations  of  them,  by  their 
Mafiers^  as  rewards  of  their  good  behaviour  and  long  and 
faithful  fervices  be  advanced  to  the  fiill  better  condition 
of  Britiih  freemen.  This,  however,  cannot  be  done\§id- 
denly,  without  throwing  thofe  Colonies  into  general  cbn- 
fiifion ;  as  has  been  the  cafe  in  the  rich  and  populous  French 
Colonyof  Saint  Domingo,  in  conPequenceof  a  wild,  unjuft, 
and,  we  may  venture  lo  fay,  fwflrf  Decree  pafled  by  the  firft 
French  National  Aflembly,  called  the  Cojiflituent  AJfemlly^ 
which  ordered  all  the  flaves  in  it  to  be  immediately  confi- 
dered  as  freemen.  But  this  was  a  meafure  which  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  and  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Fox,  and  Lord  Gren- 
▼ille,  and  the  other  members  of  Parliament,  who  have  for 
fo  many  year^  contended  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-  trade, 
and  have  at  length  fucceeded  in  their  noble  attempt,  always 
declared  to  be  no  part  of  their  plan ;  nor,  as  I  believe,  did 
any  of  the  friends  to  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade, 
out  of  Parliament  as  well  as  in  it,  throughout  (he  whole 
Kingdom  of  Great-Britain,  ever  wi(h  to  fee  fo  unjuft  and 
dangerous  a  projeft  undertaken.  It  was  a  meafure  fit  only 
to  be  adopted  by  the  wild  and  wrong-headed  enthufiafls 
of  the  National  Aflembly  of  France,  who,  under  the  mi]d- 
eft  and  rooft  beneficent  of  all  their  kings,  the  virtuous 
Lewis  the  XVIth.  (who  had  already  granted  to  them  in  the 
Boyal  Seffionof  the  23d  of  June,  1789,  three  weeks  before 
the  taking  of  the  Baflille,  all  the  conceflfions  an^privileges 
eflential  to  the  permanent  efiabliihment  of  liberty  amongft 
them,  which  had  ever  been  wifhed-for  by  their  mod  zealous 
and  intelligent  patriots,}  thought  fit  to  overturn  the  antient> 
and  wdl-efiablifted  Monarchy  under  which  they  and  their 
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enceftors  had  lived,  and  imder  whieh  tliey  bad,  but  a  few 
yeans  before,  been  uncommonly  fuccef^ful  in  the  »ar  they 
had  cirried-oa  a^inft  England  in  aupport  gf  the  revoked 
Englifb  Colonies  in  North*  Axnerica.  Such  a  Nation  only 
as  France  was  at  that  time,  under  the  docnbion  of  a  fort  of 
gimecal  fi^nzy  that  feemed  then  to  haire  feized  iheni, 
could  think  of  adppUng  lb  extravagant  and  minous  a  mea^ 
6iTp,  The  emaficipaiion  of  the  Negro^Isves  that  are 
now  in  the  Ecgli(h  Weft*Indian  Colonies  nnid,  therefore, 
be  brottght-about  by  gentle  degrees,  and  with  the  confent, 
or,  rather,  by  the  fingle  and  Separate  ads,  of  their  feveral 
laafters.  And  the  bed  method  of  eSeSing  this  fnnber  happy 
change  in  their  condition  that  I  have  any  wber^  met-with,  is 
that  which  is  described  by  Lieutenant  Join  Harriott j  in  the 
36th  chapter  of  his  curious  and  valuable  Htftpry  of  his 
own  Life  and  Adventures,  publiflied  in  two  fmall  volumes 
in  duodecimo,  in  the  year  1807,  under  the  title  of  Struggles 
tirougt  Life,  which  J  have  read  with  great  plr afune,  and 
believe  to  be  a  very  fair  and  &itt;^ful  narrative  of  the 
feveral  adventures  and  undertakinjgs  in  which  ^e.has  been 
engaged,  and  in  which  he  has  exhibited  great  proofs  of 
Courage,  InduQry,  found  Judgement,  Benevolence,  and 
Pubiick  fpirit,  and  has  given  excellent  advice  to  prevent 
En^ifh  farmers  from  leaving  Old'-fingland  to  go  to  North- 
America,  and  fettle  there  as  LandK>wners,  in  the  hopes  of 
being  foon  poflefled  of  fome  hundreds  of  acres  of  good 
land^  brought  into  good  cultivation  j  which  hopes,  he  well 
obferves,  will^  moft  probably,  be  grievously  difeppointed* 
What  he  has  said  upon  this  fubjeA  brought  to  my  recoUedion 
the  following  query  of  Dodor  Berkley,  the  famous  Bifhop 
of  Cloyne,  in  the  former  half  of  the  laft  Century.  Query, 
<'  whether  it  is  not  poilible  that  a  man  may  be  lawful  owner, 
in  pofleiSon,  of  a  tra£t  of  land  containing  twenty  thou- 
fand  acresj  and  the  land  very  good  and  capable  of  producing 
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▼cry  good  crops  of  corn,  or  other  ufeful  vegetables;  and  hit 
title  to  the  land  be  quite  clear  and  undifputed  to  him  and  hU 
heirs  for  ever;  a^d  the  land  clear  of  all  mortgages,  or  rent« 
charges,  or  ot  her  burthens,  or  outgoings,  whatfoever;  and 
yet  that  the  faid  man,  though  fo  great  a  land*hoIder,  may 
be  in  want  of  a  dinner."  The  Bifhop  had  fpent  a  few 
years  in  North<> America ;  and  there,  I  conjefture,  this 
query  came  into  his  head. — But  to  return  to  the  fubjeft 
of  the  emancipation  of  the  Negro-Slaves  in  the  Weft* 
Indies,  the  fuggeftions  of  Mr.  Harriott  for  the  gradual 
attainment  of  this  important  change  in  their  condition, 
contained  in  the  faid  36th  chapter  of  his  ufeful  and  enter-p 
taining  work,  are  fo  judicious,  and  fo  wellniefcribed,  that 
I  (hall  here  prefent  my  readers  with  the  whole  of  that 
chapter  in  the  author's  own  words, 

fVom Lieutenant  John  Harriott's  "  Strvggles 
through  Lifej"  voh  II, pages  %^2  to  248, 

"   CHAPTER    XXXVI. 

^*  Slavery  in  North  America,  in  Turkey,  Barbary^  the 
European  States^  up  the  Mediterranean^  and  in  the  East 
and  Jf^ejl  Indus  ;  Observation  on  Slavery  ;  Hints  for  a 
gradual  Emancipation^ 

"  In  fome  parts  of  my  account  of  America,  my  objec- 
tions to  an](  thing  that  feemed  to  countenance  slavery  are 
cursorily  mentioned ;  and  yet  I  afterwards  acknowledge  to 
have  purchafed  fome  jQaves.  I  wifh  to  remove  any  appear- 
ance of  inconfiftency  on  this  head,  and  know  not  how  x 
cin  do  it  better  than  by  giving  my  opihion  on  the  long- 
contefted  point  for  the  abolition  of  flavery.  It  is  an  opinion 
I  gave,  fome  years  back,  to  a  much-valued  friend,  who  re- 
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quefted  it  when  the  fubje£t  was  fo  generally  agitated  and 
claimed  the  publick  attention.  It  is  true^  (ince  thai  time,  I 
have  myfeif  purchafed  slaves ;  yet  have  I  never  changed  my 
opinion,  but  remain  more  and  more  confirmed  in  it.. 

**  Having  feen  Slavery  in  a  variety  of  ftiapes,  in  different 
parts  of  the  world,  not  to  have  confidered  it  would  refleA 
on  my  humanity  :  I  have  often,  very  often^  and  with  fenfa- 
tions  that  varied  as  the  time  and  circumfiances  occurred  ; 
and  I  believe  the  siireft,  (horteft,  and  cleireft,  way  ot  deliver- 
ing my  thoughts  on  the  fubje^l,  will  be  by  (kctching  an 
outline  of  the  kinds  of  Slavery  that  have  fallen  within  ray 
notice.  In  the  general  acceptation  of  the  term  Slavery 
there  is  not,  cannot  be,  a  more  fincere  well-wUher  for  a 
proper  abolition  than  myfeif.  How  that  is  beft  to  be  car-^ 
ried  into  execution,  fo  as  to  produce  the  greateft  good  and 
occafion  the  leaft  evil,  deferves  ferious  confideration. 

"  In  North- America,  taking  thofe  parts  to  the  northward 
and  eaftward  of  Fennfylvania,  the  Slaves  are  much  happier 
from  being  better  fed,  eloathed,  and  taken  care  of,  than  they 
would  be  if  left  entirely  to  their  own  liberty;  I  am  an  ad- 
vocate, however,  for  reftoringihem  to  their  natural' rights. 
Toenfranchife  the  whole  immediately  would  not  be  the  beft 
poffible  good  for  them.  What  has  already  been  done 
(in  bringing  them,  or  their  anccftors,  from  Africa,  to  make 
them  Slaves)  cannot  be  undone  ;  but  a  continuance  of  the 
horrid  traffick  is  unjuft  and  wrong  in  the  extreme. 

*^  In  Turkey  and  Barbary  there  are  two  (or  more)  kinds  of 
Slaves :  thofe  who  are  bought,  and  the  Europeans  who  are 
made  prisoners  of  war.  The  firft  we  may  clafs  vviih  the  ne- 
groes in  America  and  the  Weft-Indies,  while  the  latter  arc 
to  be  pitied  the  moft  of  any  defcription  of  (laves  I  have 
feen.  Dreadful,  indeed  !  is  the  fituation  of  thefe  unhappy 
mortals,  compared  with  whop:)  the  flives  in  our  planta- 
tions are  freemen.    And  here  we  may  lament  that  w^  have 
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not  the  power  to  interfere  risTpefting  a  quick  aholitioa  of 
their  Slavery. 

^'  It  is  uROf  cefiary  to  notice  all  tbefimilar  kiods  of  Slavery 
feen  in  cliflTerent  countries ;  I  fliaU  fele6t  tfaofe  only  that  ap- 
peared to  me  to  differ  from  the  reft.  In  all  the  European 
^tatei  up  the  Mediterraneanf  they  have  Slaves  who  have 
been  condemned  as  fpch  on  account  of  crimes.  The  jnAice 
or  injuftice  of  tb^r  sentences  is  no  part  of  the  prefcnt  in*- 
quiry ;  but,  admitting  tbey  were  fairly  tried  and  conviOed, 
J  hefitate  not  to  say^  I  think  it  much  more  jaftifiable  to  de^ 
prive  them  of  their  liberty  than  to  take-away  their  lives,  let 
|be  crime  tbey  hav^  .committed  be  what  it  may.  Of  courfe 
I  an  no  ^dvpcate  lor  aboIi(hing  this  kind  of  Slavery ;  yet  it 
requires  nuo^erous  regulations  to  makie  it  anfwer  the  intend* 
pi  purpofes  of  putif/bm^tf  rfp^iancfs^  fqformatiw,  and  ex^ 
ample* 

'<  In  the  Eaft-Tndies  Slavery  a0Vmet»  a  miider  aspect. 
Slaves  being  chiefly  bought  and  kept  for  domeftidc  uses. 
Tbie  native  poor^  with  large  famiiies,  in  times  of  fcarisityi 
ibjink  tbey  cannot  do  l>etter  than  to  difpoie  of  their  diiUren 
eijtber  to  the  opulent  natives  or  £luropeans ;  and^  being  fold 
^'hen  yowig)  they  become  ftropgly  attached  to  their  maP 
ters  or  miftreffes,  from  whom  they  receive  every  thing,  even 
to  fuperfluities;  (b  that  to  enfranchise  them,  and  turn  them 
adrift  t0  get  their  own  livelihood,  would  he  a  punifliment 
in  nine  cales  out  of  ten. 

<<  One  mauer  of  £a£t  is  worth  a  doaen  fuppofiiions.  I  had 
a  boy  fent  me  from  Bengal  toMsiiulipatam,  when  abont 
eight  years  old,  as  a  prefent.  My  friend,  who  fent  him, 
wrote  roe  ivord  it  was  an  act  of  charity :  £or  the  mother  had 
been  feme  time  importuning  him  to  take  the  boy  for  a  flave; 
and,  on  mentiofiing  his  intention  to  fend  the  boy  fuch  a 
diftance,  (b^  was  perfectly  fatisficd  wh^n  informed  h  was  to 
an  Engliib  Officer  of  his  acq^uaintance.    The  boy  continued 
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with  m^  for  foxne  y^ars.  When  about  to  ktye  Ipdia»  \ 
offered  him  bis  liberty,  and  to  fend  him  back  to  Bengal, 
On  the  firft  mention  of  the  circumftance,  he  threw  himfelf 
at  my  feet,  as  I  fat  *,  and,  lifting  one  of  them  up  with  hi« 
hands,  placed  it  on  his  head  upon  Jthe  ground,  and  defire4 
me  to' kill  him  rather  than  turn  him  away.  I  accordiDgly 
kept  him  until  we  arrived  at  St.  Helena,  where  I  mpd^ 
fome  ftay  i  and  it  became  a  ferious  confideration  upon  leaniH 
ing  that  there  had  lately  been  great  difturbancces  in  England 
by  the  emancipation  of  fuch  numbers,  who,  thus  freed  from 
fervitude  and  reftraint,  were  fwarming  about  the  fireets  of 
London,  diftrefled  to  the  greateft  degree.  This  detiermined 
me;  I  gave  him  his  choice,  to  go-back  to  Ben^l/ree,  or  to 
be  piaqed  with  fome  worthy  family  at  St.  Helena,  Find- 
ing me  refolved  not  to  take  him  to  England,  and  notic]n|^ 
how  happily  they  lived  in  the  iflaqd,  he  preferred  being 
turned-over  to  a  mafter  and  miilrefs  who  would  take  p^r/e 
of  him^  to  having  his  liberty  and  retuming  to  his  n^tiv^ 
country  ;  and  I  am  fatisfied  he  made  the  wifer  choice. 

*'  The  Malay  flaves,  that  I  obferved  ori  the  coaft  of  Sumatra* 
both  in  the  Dutch  and  Englifli  fettlcments^  differ  (q  liltl^ 
from  thofe  in  the  other  fetllements  in  the  Ezfi  Indjep,  that 
it  is  unneceflary  to  fay  more  concerning  them^  tlxau  that 
their  Slavery  frequently  originates  in  ai>  extravagant  Ipirit  of 
gaming,  which  induces  the  father,  when  be  has  nothing 
elfe  to  (lake,  to  gamble-away  the  liberty  of  his  children  ; 
ftnd  hence,  I  infer,  arifes  that  extraordinary  kind  of  mad- 
ness, fo  peculiar  to  the  Malays,  termed  running  a  muck, 
I  believe,  the  nervous  fyftem  of  a  lofiog  g^flacfter  is  iporc 
violently  agitated  and  convulfcd  by  the  fenfp  of  hj^  lofles^ 
than  by  any  other  voluntary  feJf-infliQed  operatioQ  wh9.t- 
ever;  and,  where  the  paroxyfm  pf  the  diforderJ[>^s  rifen  to 
fuch  a  height  as  to  induce  the  miferable  roan  to  hazard  his 
children  becoming  (laves  to  another,  the;re  is  fcarcely  any 
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other  raflmefs  he  can  be  guilty-of  that  need  excite  furprifc; 
yet  the  manner  in  which  he  feeks  dcririi6l:on,  which  I 
have  related  in  a  former  part,*  is  unaccountable. 

"  I  have  rcfcrved  to  the  laft  my  obfervatlons  on  the  treat- 
ment of  flaves  in  our  VVcrt-India  plantations,  as  I  hey  only 
are  the  real  fubje£ts  of  the  Aboliiion-a6l;  and  f  conceive  the 
foregoing  will  not  be  deemed  citlicr  foreign  to  the  (ubjefl,  or 
fuperfiuouSj  fince  it  may  help  in  fome  degree  to  account  for 
the  apparent  difference  in  the  evidence  given  by  different 
gentlemen  before  the  houfes  of  parliament,  as  well  as  the 
contradi£lory  accounts  in  the  publick  papers.  The  inhuman 
and  horrid  praftice  of  obtain'tng  and  conveying  men,  women, 
and  children,  from  their  native  land,  merely  becaufe  they 
are  black,  and  therefore  reckoned  filter  for  work  in  hot  cli- 
niales  than  Europeans;  the  original  purchafe,  conduced 
by  fraud,  force,  and  artifice  5  the  tranfportation  and  fale  of 
them,  in  a  foreign  country,  for  flaves;  altogether  present 
the  piflureof  fo  diabolical  a  traffick,  that  I  cannot  fufBciently 
exprefs  my  furprize  at  finding  there  are  yet  advocates  for  its 
continuance,  after  the  inhumanity  of  the  pra£lice  has  been 
fo  ably  and  juftly  expofed  :  for  it  is  a  mockery  of  juftice, 
as  well  as  an  infult  to  common  undcrdanding,  to  fay,  that^ 
from  motives  of  humanity,  they  are  removed  by  compul- 
fion  from  a  worfe  to  a  better  (ituation. 

**  Let  us  fuppofe  there  were  inhabitants  of  fomediftant 
country,  as  fuperior  to  us  in  ftrength  of  arms  and  under- 
(landing  as  we  edeem  ourfelves  to  the  poor  Africans;  and, 
trufting  in  that  ftrength,  let  us  farther  fuppofe  they  wer(f  to 
come  hither,  and,  among  others,  to  make  free  with  thefe 
advocates  for  flavery^  I  imagine  thefe  gentry  would  not  be 
better  reconciled  to  their  fate,  from  being  told,  by  their 
maflers,  it  was  doing  them  a  kindnefs  to  carry  them  from 

•••  Vol.  I.  chap.  xlv.  p.  205. 
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home  to  live  in  flaver)'  under  people  fo  nnich  ibrifpivtp^rtox9; 
adding,  wilhal,  it  was  likewife  necejfaryy  or  they  (their  lords 
and  maftera)  could  not  otherwifc  enjoy  quite  fo  many  fuper- 
fluities;  and,  I  fear,  that  nothing  (hort  of  fo  forcible  an 
argument  could,  or  would,  convince  them.  For,  as  NUfs 
Hannah  Maria  Williams  obferves  in  one  of  her  letters  froo^ 
France,  (only  I  fubftitute  the  abolition  of  flavery  for  the  de- 
nioliiion  of  the  Baftille,)  "  Tbofe,  who  have  contemplated  . 
on  (lavery  without  rejoicing  at  the  profpefl  of  an  Abolition, 
may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  very  refpe£lable  perfims,  and  very 
agreeable  companions  in  the  hour  of  profperity ;  but,  if  my 
heart  were  (inking  in  anguifli,  I  fbould  not  fly  to  them  for 
consolation."  I  believe  it  is  Sterne  who  fays,  that  a  man  is 
incapable  of  loving  one  woman  as  he  onght,  who  has  not 
a  fori  of  an  afTcdion  for  the  whole  fex.  1  am  of  the  fame 
opinion  \  and  as  little  fliould  I  look  for  particular  fympathy 
from  thofe  who  have  no  feelings  of  general  philanthropy. 

**  To  return  ;  the  poor  Africans,  thus  cruelly  carried-over 
to  the  Weft-Indies,  are  expofcd  at  a  publick  market,  fre- 
quently at  a  vendue,  (or  falc  by  audion,)  and  fold,  like 
beads  of  burden,  to  the  liigheft  bidder*  A  fmall  proportion 
are  felefted  for  domeftick  ufes ;  and  I  am  willing  to  allow 
fome  of  thefe  to  be  ranked  with  the  flaves.in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  continent  of  America,  for  comfort  and  even  for 
pleafures,  except  in  cafe  of  mifcondu£i:,  when  they  are  fub« 
JC&  to  be  turned-out  as  field-negroes^  which  is  often  th^ 
cafe;  under  which  term,  we  may  comprehend  the  largo 
bulk  of  negro-ilaves.  Thefe  may  truely  be  called  misera'^ 
^/e  Slaves  ;  for,  although  it  may  be  allowed  that  in  fome  of 
the  plantations  they  are  treated  with  humanity,  yet  thofo 
who  are  treated  the  very  beft,  among  the  working  field- 
negroes,  it  IS  a  cruel  lot  to  fuppofe  any  fellow*crcature  to  be 
born-to,  or  to  be  fubje£ted-to  by  theiron  hand  of  power,  with-  < 
out  having  committed  an  offence.  What,  then,  muft  be  the 
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perty  of  ibaftert,  (I  am  forry  to  fay  miftrefles,  too),  whofe 
hearts  Are  Callous  to  every  feeling  of  humanity  towards  them  ? 
Impfefled  from  their  cradles  with  the  idea  that  their  flaves 
^ft  little,  ot  nothing,  fuperior  to  the  brute  cresition  ;  they 
loreat  thei6  accordingly. 

"  In  my  youthful  days  I  remember  to  have  fecn  at  Savan« 
nah-Ia-Mar,  in  Jamaica,  a  Creole  lady  (as  flie  was  called) 
ftand  by  while  one  of  her  negro-wenches  was  (o  feverely 
flogged,  in  the  publick  place,  by  one  of  her  ri^gro  men« 
flaves,  that^  if  a  drayman  were  fo  to  flog  his  horfe  in  th^ 
ftreets  of  London,  I  am  periuaded  the  populace  Would  wrefl 
the  whip  horn  his  hands,  and  retaltateupon  him  the  injuries 
of  the  aniitial.  Yet,  fo  dccuftomed  to  thefe  fights  and 
fcreamings  of  thb  poor  wretches  were  the  people  at  Savan* 
nah,  that  they  paft  along  unconcerned,  until  attraAed  by 
the  greater  no^hy  of  a  youth,  like  myfelf,  interfering,  by 
Hfking  the  miftrefs  if  fhe  was  not  afhamed  of  herfelf.  The 
good  lady  then  poured-forth  fuch  a  torrent  of  abufe,  plenti- 
ftilly  decorated  with  oaths,  as  to  provoke  a  retort  fimilar } 
nntil,  foaming  at  the  month  like  a  mad  creature,  {be  re* 
Iteated  into  her  houfe^  curfing  mc  for  a  ^^  Jom  iorry  orse^ 
impudietit  faildNfi^loW/ 

**  What  Mr.  Jefferfon  remarks,  of  the  conduA  of  themaf- 
ler  to  the  (lave  in  Virginia,  is  equally,  if  not  more,  applica- 
ble to  the  Weft- India  iilands.  The  whole  commerce  be* 
tween  mafter  and  ilaVe  is  a  perpetual  cxercife  of  the  mull 
botfterous  paffiotis,  the  moft  unremitting  haughtinefs,  on  the 
on6  pai^,  and  degrading  fubtnilfion  on  the  other.  The  chil- 
dren fee  this,  and  leatn  to  imitate  it,  man  beiiig  an  imitative 
stiimal.  This  difpofition  to  imitate  is  the  germ  of  all  education 
in  him;  from  his  cradle  to  his  grave  he  is  learning  to  do  what 
ht  (tts  others  do.  If  a  parent  could  find  no  motive,  either 
in  his  philtotfaropy  or  his  (elf-Iove^  fbr  reflrainmg  the  in<^ 
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tetnperatice  of  his  padions  lowards  his  Have,  the  pfefence  bf 
his  child  (hould  always  be  a  fufficient  One.  Hie  parent 
llorms ;  the  child  looks-on,  catches  the  lineaments  ofwrath, 
puts-dn  the  Tame  airs  in  the  circle  of  rmaller  flaves,  gives  a 
loose  to  his  worft  paf&ons  /  and^  thus  nursed^  educated,  and 
daily  exercifedi  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  ftamped  by  it  with 
odi6us  p^diarities. 

"  God  blefs  the  Duke  of  C— !  I  truft  he  speaks  honellly, 
ks  far  as  be  knows.  But  his  royal  highnefs^  as  well  as  fome 
ether  refpeftable  charaSerS,  muft  excufe  me  for  obferving, 
that  their  knowledge  refpe^ting  the  treatment,  usage^  and 
mode  of  livings  of  the  bard-working  field-negroes  on  the 
plantations,  muft  neceflarily  be  much  confined.  The  moil 
thatthefe  meti  of  high  rank  have  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing  is  afhotig  the  houfehold,  or  domeftick,  negroes,  where  our 
opinions  may  partly  coalesce.  But,  admitting  that,  out  of 
curioflty,  they  m^iy  have  vifited  many,  and  fome  of  the  worft^ 
of  the  (maltreated)  negro-plantations,  is  it  not  evident  to 
common  fenfc,  that  the  owners,  or  managers,  of  fuch  planU- 
tibns  would  take  the  greateft  care  that  every  thing  fliould 
appear  in  \i&  heft  during  fuch  vifits  ?  Of  courfe,  they  fee  no 
negro-driver  ilourifhing  and  cracking  his  whip  over  the  ne- 
groes at  work,  to  try  his  dexterity  in  cutting  a  musquito  ofi* 
any  of  their  backs,  merely  to  amufe  himfelf.  Nay,  if  thefe 
vifitors  Condescended  toinquire  of  the  poor  devils  themfelves, 
the  wretched  beings  to6  well  know  they  dare  not  pour 
their  forrows  into  the  ear  of  any  but  fuch  as,  like  myfelf^ 
(being,  at  the  time  I  allude  to,  in  too  humble  a  fiation  to 
attraA  the  notice  of  their  mafters,)  could  obferve  their  cuf- 
tomary  daily  treatment,  with  their  hard,  fcanty,  fubfiftence. 
Andj  while  employed,  in  the  long-boat  of  the  (hip  I  belong- 
ed-to,  to  fetch-oB*  fugars,  rums,  &c.  from  various  diftant 
plantations,  I  have  frequently  entered  their  huts  with  famili- 
arity, at  aight,  to  give  them  a  fpare  picceof  salt-becfor  pork, 
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I  believe  it  was  a  fituation  as  likely  as  any  to  obtain  infonti* 
ation  on  the  fubjed,  free  from  partiality  or  prejudice,  ad* 
mitting  the  obferver  to  have  any  human  affections  remainT" 
ing;  and^  where  a  perfon  has  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
obfervation,  it  requires  no  very  great  abilities  to  form  a  to- 
lerable judgement  on  the  fubjeft. 

**  I  do  not  hefitate,  therefore,  in  faying  that  the  trafEck  of 
Iranfporiing  frefh  flaves  from  Africa  ought,  in  common 
juftic^e,  tpceafe  immediately;  as  it  cannot  be  juftifiedon  any 
principle  of  humanity,  expediency,  or  neceffity.  So  far^ 
then,  [  again  cxprefs  my  (urprize  that  there  (hould  be  two 
opinions  on  the  fubjeS,  among  men  who  are  not  interefted 
in  it.  The  fons  of  Mammon  are  out  of  the,queftion  :  for 
they,  whether  in  the  femblancc  of  merchants,  (hip-owners, 
or  planters,  will  endeavour  tojuftify  it  under  fanct ion  of 
their  religion,  felf-intereft ! 

**  The  great  and  almoft  only  difficulty,  I  conceive,  is  in 
forming  and  adopting  such  a  plan,  for  their  gradual  eman- 
cipation, as  will  bed  anfwer  the  humane  intention  of  re- 
leafing  fo  many  thoufands  of  our  fellow-creatures  from  bond- 
age. To  do  this  haftily,  to  fay  to  them,  "  Ye  arc  all  fre^ 
from  this  inftant,'*  would  be  nearly  as  cruel  as  the  firft  enflav- 
ing  them.  If  there  were  only  a  few  hundreds,  or  thoufands^ 
thinly  fcattered  over  the  iilands,  it  mattered  not  how  foon  it 
was  done;  but  the  liberation  of  fuch  a  multitude,  whofc 
numbers  far  exceed  the  Europeans^  from  whom  they  muft 
(whether  freemen  or  flaves)  expefk  a  maintenance  for  a  con- 
(iderable  time  to  come,  would  not  only  be  produSivc  of 
the  word  confequences  to  thofe  Europeans,  but  equally  fo 
to  themfelves  :  the  exceifes,  fo  fudden  an  intoxication  would 
plunge  >hem  into,  would  be  dreadful. 

«*  Probably,  much  better  plans  than  I  have  to  offer,  for  ao- 
complifhing  this  defirable  end,  may  have  been  fuggefled  j 
and  I  hope  they  will  be  adopted.    But  the  following  was 
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what  I  propoled  to  carry  into  execution,  if  f  had  settled  on 
any  of  the  fouthern  dates  of  Amerioay  where  flaves  alone  at 
prefent  perform  the  work ;  and  from  this  I  had  promifed 
myfelf  no  fmall  gratification,  in  the  good  I  might  have  done 
as  an  individual,  and  a  hope  th^t  the  example  might  induce 
others  to  do  the  fame,  when  they  found  it  their  intereft, 
whatever  their  principles  might  be. 

Under  their  prefent  owners,  they  have  not  the  most  dif- 
tant  profpe6l  of  gaining  their  liberty:  to  purchafe  fuch 
Haves,  with  a  view  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  work- 
ing-out their  own  redemption,  I  believe  is  juftifiable.  Suppos- 
ing, then,  I  had  purchased  a  number  offlaves,  worth  on 
an  average  fifty  pounds  each  ;  on  becoming  their  mafter,  to 
encourage  them  in  diligence  and  good  behaviour,  I  would 
have  allowed  them  one  day  in  each  week  to  work  for  them- 
felves,  allotting  a  piece  of  ground  to  each  to  work  upon ; ' 
aifuring  them,  that  whoever,  by  their  induftry  and  frugal- 
ity, faved  a  fifth  part  of  their  prime  cod,  (fay  ten  pounds,) 
ihould  then  be  entitled  to  purchafe,  with  that  money,  an- 
other day  to  work  upon  their  own  account,  and  fo  on  until 
they  cleared  the  whole  of  their  time.  PoflSbly,  it  will  ad- 
^ear  to  fome  people  that  a  long  time  would  be  required  fot  a 
Have  in  this  manner  to  emancipate  himself  compleatly :  but  it 
isfiir  from  being  so.  Afreencgro  can  eafily  earn  half-a-crown  a 
day,  moftof  themtwiceas  much;  a  flave  isfound  in  the  necefla- 
riesof  life  andcloathingbyhismafier.  We  will  fuppofe,  then, 
that  he  eams.no  more  than  half-a-crown  on  the  day  firft  given 
to  him,  calling  it  Saturday,  and  that  he  expends  one  (hilling 
on  himfelf ;  he  then  lays-by  eighteen  pence  a  week.  Trifl- 
ing as  this  may  appear,  at  firft  view,  to  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  fo  great  an  end,  it  will  enable  him  to  make  his 
firft  purchase,  of  another  day  of  freedom  in  the  week,  in 
little  more  than  two  years  and  a  half.  Should  he  then  ap- 
ply the  ;»hole  additional  earnings  to  the  former  eighteen 
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pf  rtcc,  one  other  year  will  purchdfe  him  another  day  of  li* 
berty ;  and  the  heavieft  half  of  his  talk  is  then  accomplifhed^ 

He  is  now  half  free,  beginning  to  feel  a  proportionate 
confcquence,  and  may  probably  increafe  his  own  enjoy- 
ments a  little  more.  Admitting  this,  in  two  years,  or  two 
years  and  a  ha\{y  more,  he  may  compleat  the  fall  purchafe 
of  his  freedom ;  but  if,  in  (lead  of  (ix  years,  it  fliould  even  take 
them  feven,  eight,  or  nine,  years,  it  would  be  far  better  for  them 
than  if  (hey  had  their  full  liberty  atid  freedom  at  once }  and, 
being  the  work  of  their  own  hands,  by  favour  of  their  mafter, 
it  inculcates  two  good  principles:  indaftry,  with  a  true  know-> 
ledge  of  its  value,  from  which  it  is  likely  to  become  habitual; 
and  gratitude  to  their  maftor,  whofe  work  they  will  then 
be  happy  to  do  as  free  fervants.  Nor  have  I  much  doubt 
but  that  thepleafing  hope  of  fuch  liberation,  while  they  are 
gaining  it  by  degrees,  will  afford  them  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
as  much  comfort  as  the  final  attainment  of  it.  At  any 
rate,  the  gradual  acquirement  of  it  will  be  the  heft  means 
to  prevent  their  being  madly  intoxicated  at  the  completion* 
They  will  know  the  value  better,  and  will  have  gained 
fjch  habits  of  induftry  and  fi-ugality  as  to  infure  their  future 
welfare.  The  owner  receives  the  full  value,  with  an  am- 
ple intereft,  from  the  work  done  for  him,  and  will  alfo  enjoy 
the  high  mental  gratification  of  liberating  a  fellow-creature 
from  flavery. 

In  the  account  of  my  farm  in  the  ftate  of  New-York|  t 
have  mentioned  the  model  adopted  there  for  liberating  those 
I  purchafed,  which  was  as  fimilar  to  the  foregoing  as  the  dif* 
ference  of  climate  and  country  would  permit ;  and  the  gen- 
tlemen, with  whom  I  left  them  upon  the  farm^  engaged  to 
fulfil  and  purfue  the  fame  plan. 

I  allow  that  the  bulk  of  the  (laves  employed  in  the  Weft-^ 
India  plantations  have  the  appearance  of  being  but  a  few 
degrees  above  the  brute  creation  ;  but  it  is  their^tuation 
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which  malKS  them  fo«  Teach  them  better  by  good  uaage^ 
and  fiimulate  them  to  induftry  by  fweetening  their  bitter 
cup  with  a  cheering  proTpefk  of  obtaining  their  liberty ;  and 
they  will  foon  exhibit  sufficientproof  of  their  capacity  to  de- 
fence and  enjoy  it.  At  our  family-devotions  on  Sundays, 
jny  negroes,  whom  I  called-in  to  attend  likewifci  could 
fctrcely  conceive  what  was  propofed ;  yet  in  a  (hort  time, 
from  receiving  the  heft  inftru6tions  in  my  power,  and  per- 
ceiving, in  my  addrefs  to  the  one  Almighty  God,  that  they 
were  confidered  as  equal  in  his  eye,  according  to  their  de- 
ferts,  they  attended^  with  eafneftnefs  and  gratitude,  to  be 
better  informed  of  their  dependence  on  his  Providence  for 
the  comforts  of  this  life,  with  the  hope  of  a  better  hereafter. 
Thefe  were  circumftances*  concerning  which  their  former 
owners  had  never  given  them  the  fmalleft  in(lru£tion. 

I  muft  acknowledge  there  was  one  thing  refpe6ling  the 
negroes  in  fome  parts  of  America,  which  aftoniflied  mt 
much  ;  nor  was  I  ever  able  to  account  for  it  to  my  own 
fatisfaction :  but  truth  requires  it  to  be  mentioned. 
On  the  subjeft  of  (lavery,  every  feeling  heart  will  natural- 
ly fympathise  for  the  parent  whofe  rhind,  wefuppofe,  muft 
be  tortured  with  agony  when  he  confiders  his  children  born 
to  perpetual  ilavery  $  yet  how  ihall  we  account  for  the  very 
common  pra&ife,  among  the  free  negroes  in  America,  of 
preferring  to  marry ^iK/^wenches,  by  which  they  make  all 
their  children  ilaves  ?  The  fa&  is  fo  ;  and  the  only  reafon 
I  could  learn  I  or  can  aiHgn,  for  it,  is  <^that  they  valiie  not  their 
liberty  at  the  price  of  their  maintenance*''  But  poffibly  this 
may  arife  firom  the  long  degradation  of  their  minds,  which 
a  more  liberal  treatment  and  enlightening  education  might 
4:orre£t  and  bring-back  to  a  natural  fenfe  of  parental  duties. 

aain  of  mr.  BaaaioTT'i  cHArni  on  Msoao-SLAvEar. 
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THE  PRE*EMINENCE  AND  DUTT 
PARLEMENT. 

WrUten  in  the  year  1646^  by  James  Howell^  Esq^ 


The  following  difcourfe  on  the  Englifh  Parliament  i^  th^ 
firft  fejbion  of  a  political  tra£l  written  about  the  year  1646, 
by  James  Howell^  Esquire,  an  eminent  writer  of  that  time, 
who  was  attached  to  the  party  of  King  Charles  the  Rrft, 
in  the  time  of  that  Great  Civil  War,  and  was  imprisoned  m 
the  Fleet-prifon  during  feveral  years  by  order  of  the  ParKa- 
ment,  on  account  of  fuch  attachmci\t  to  the  Royal  cause : 
but  after  the  restoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  be 
was  roadeHiftoriographer  royal  to  that  King;  and  in  the 
yearr  ^61,  he  publifhed  at  London  afmall  volume  in  duo» 
decimo,  containing  twelve  fmall  traSs,  relating  to  the  caafi^s 
of  the  late  civil  wars  and  revolutions  nn  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland,  which  he  had  written  many  years  before 
at  different  times,  in  the  courfe  of  the  faid  Civil  War, 
In  this  volume,  page  343,  &c.  I  met  with  this  defcription 
of  the  nature  and  powers  of  the  Englifli  Parliament,  which, 
I  thought,  exhibited  fo  juft  and  lively  a  picture  of  the  advan- 
tages belonging  to  the  Limited  Monarchy  of  England,  under 
a  king  and  two  houres  of  Parliament,  that  I  resolved  to  pre- 
fent  it  to  my  readers  in  this  mifcellancous  concd:ioq  of 
fmall  traAs  relating  chiefly  to  political  fubje^. 

•  P.M. 


I  AM  a  free-born  subje^  of  the  realm  of  England; 
whereby  1  claim,  as  my  native  inheritance,  an  undoubted 
right,  propriety,  and  portion  in  the  Laws  of  the  Land:  an() 
this  diftinguiiheth  me  from  a  Jlavt,      I    c|;ui^    likewife 

this 
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fmsHedum  from  my  Ibverain  Prince ;  who>  as  he  is  my  liege 
Lord,  is  obliged  to  proteB  mg ;  and  I,  being  one  of  bis  liege 
people^  am  obliged  to  obey  bim,  by  way  of  reciproca|ion» 
I  claim  alio  an  intereft  and  common  right  in  the  High 
National  Court  of  Parlement,  and  in  the  power,  the  privi- 
ledges^  and  jurifdidion  thereof^  which  I  put  in  equal  ballance 
with  the  Laws,  in  regard  it  is  the  founiaifi  whence  they 
ffrmg  \  and  this  I  hold  alfo  to  be  a  principal  part  of  my 
Birth  right :  which  Great  Council  I  honour^  refpe£l>  value 
and  love  in  as  high  a  degree  as  can  be,  as  being  the  hul^ 
work  of  our  Uberlies,  the  main  boundary  and  hank  which 
keeps  us  from  Jlaveryy  from  the  inundation  of  tyrannical  rule, 
and  unbounded  witUgovernment.  And  I  hold  myfelf 
obliged  in  a  tye  of  indifpentable  obedience,  to  conform 
and  fubmit  myfelf  to  whatfoever  (hall  be  tranfafted,  con- 
eluded,  and  conftituted  by  its  authority,  in  Church  or  State, 
with  th^  Boyal  aflent,  whether  it  be  by  making,  enlarging^ 
altering,  diminifhing,  difannuiling,  repealing,  ur  reviving,  of 
any  law^  ftatute,  a£t,  or  ordinance  whatfoever,  either 
touching  matters  ecclefiafiical,  civil,  common,  capital, 
criminal)  martial,  maritime,  municipal,  or  any  other;  of 
all  which  <the  tranfcendent  and  uncontrollable  jurifdi&ion 
of  that  Court  is  capable  to  take  cognizance* 

Amongft  the  three  things  which  the  Athenian  Captain 
thanked  the  gods  for^  one  was,  that  he  was  born  a  Grecian, 
and  tkoiz  Barbarian i  (for  fuch  ^as  the  vanity  of  the  Greeks, 
and,  after  themjof  the  Romans  in  theflourifli  of  their  mo- 
narchy, as  to  arrogate  all  civility  to  themfelves,  and  to  termc 
all  the  world  befides  Barbarians:)  fo  I  may  fay  that  I  rejoyce, 
that  I  Was  born  a  vaflall  to  the  Crown  of  England;  that  I  was 
bomunderfo  well  moulded  and  temperedaGovemment,which 
endows  the  fubjeft  with  fuch  Liberties  and  infranchifements 
that  bear-up  bis  naturall  courage,  and  keep  him  ftill  in  heart 
£icb  Liberties  that  fence  and  fecure  him  eternally  from 
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the  gripes  and  tallons  of  Tyroftnyi  And  all  this  maybe 
inputed  to  the  Authority  and  wifedome  of  this  High  Court 
of  ParlemerU,  wherein  there  is  fuch  a  rare  co-ordination  of 
power  (though  the  Soveraignty  remain  ftill  entire,  and 
untransferrable,  in  the  perfon  of  the  Prince}  there  is  fuch  a 
wholfom  mixture  *twixt  Monarchy^  Optimacyj  and  Demo^ 
cracy,  'twixt  Prince,  Peers^  and  Commonalty^  during  the 
time  of  confultation,  that  of  fo  many  diftinft  parts,  by  a 
rare  co-operation  and  unanimity,  they  make  but  one  Body 
politick^  (like  that  (heafe  of  arrows  in  the  Emblem)  one 
entire  concentricati  peece,  the  King  being  ftill  the  Head, 
and  the  refults  of  their  deliberations  but  as  fo  many  har- 
monious diapafons  arifing  from  different  ftrings.  And. 
what  greater  immunity  and  happineiTe  can  there  be  to  a 
Peeple,  than  to  be  liable  to  no  Laws  but  what  they  make 
themfelves :  to  be  fubjed  to  no  contribution,  afleflement> 
or  any  pecuniary  erogations  whatfoever,  but  what  they 
Vote,  and  voluntarily  yeeld  unto,  themlelves :  for  in  this 
compacted  politick  Body^  there  be  all  degrees  of  people 
reprefented  ;  both  the  Mechanick,  Tradefman,  Merchant, 
and  Yeoman  have  their  inclufive  Vote,  as  well  as  tbeGentry, 
in  the  perfons  of  their  Truftees,  their  Knights  and 
BurgefTes,  in'paffing  of  all  things. 

Nor  is  this  Soveraign  Surintendeni  Council  an  Epitome 
of  this  Kingdom  only,  but  it  may  be  faid  to  have  a  r^re- 
fentation  of  the  whole  Univerfe ;  as  I  heard  a  fluent,  welt- 
worded,  Kmgbt  deliver  the  lafl  parliammt^  who  Compared 
the  beautifull  compofure  of  that  High  Court  to  the  great 
work  of  God,  the  World  itfelf ;  the  King  is  as  the  Sun, 
the  Nobles  the  fixed  Stars,  the  Itinerant  Judges  and  other- 
Officers  (that  go  upon  Meflages  'twixt  both  houfes)  to  the 
Planets ;  the  Clergy,  to  the  Element  of  Fire ;  the  CommoiUi, 
to  the  folid  Body  of  Earth,  and  the  reft  of  the  Elements. 
And,  to  purfue  this  comparifon  a  little  farther ;  as  the  hea- 
venly 
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vetily  Bodies,  when  three  of  them  meet  in  Conjunaifm^  do 
ule  to  produce  fome  admirable  effefts  in  the  Elementary 
World ;  So  when  thefe  three  States  convene  and  aflemble 
in  one  folemne  great  luntaj  fome  notable  and  extraordinary 
things  are  brought-forth,  tending  to  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  kingdom,  onxMierocofme. 

Hk  that  is  never  fo  little  verfed  in  the  annals  of  this  Isle, 
wiH  find  that  it  hath  bin  her  fate  to  be  four  times  conquered. 
I  exclude  the  Scoti  for  the  fituation  of  his  Country,  amd  the 
Quality  of  the  Clime,  hath  been  fucb  an  advantage  and 
iecurity  to  him,  that  neither  the  Roman  Eagles  would  fly 
thither  for  fear  of  freezing  their  wings,  nor  any  other 
Nation  attempt  the  work. 

Thefe,  fo  many,  Conquefts  muft  needs  bring  with  them 
many  tumblings  and  toffings,  many  difturbances  and  chang- 
es in  Government;  yet  I  haveobferved,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  thefe  tumblings,  it  retained  dill  the  forme  of  a  Monarchy  ^ 
and  fomething  there  was  always  that  had  an  Analogy  with 
the  great  A0embly  of  parlement. 

The  firft  Conqueft  I  6nd  was  made  by  Claudius  Cafari 
at  which  time  (as  fome  well  obferve)  the  Raman  Enfignes 
and  the  Standard  of  Cbrijl  came-in  together :  It  is  well 
known  what  Lawes  the  Roman  had ;  He  had  his  Comitia^ 
which  bore  a  refemblance  with  our  Convention  in  parle^ 
merU ;  their  place  of  their  meeting  was  called /r^/oriicM,  and 
the  Laws  which  they  enafted,  PlebifcUa* 

The  Saocon  Conqueft  fucceeded  next,  which  were  the 
EngUfbj  there  being  no  name  in  tVel/h  or  Iri/h  for  an 
EngliAman,  but  SoAon,  to  this  day.  Thefe  alfo  governed 
by  Parlement,  though  it  were  under  other  names,  as  Miclu:^ 
Sinoit,  Miebel  Gemote^  and  Witena  Gemote.^ 

•  These  words  mean  Mt  Gnrai  Sj/twdt  the  Great    Meeting,    and 

the  M  veting  of  vin  men . 

There 
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There  are  Records,  above  a  thoufand  years  oM^^  of  thcie 
Parlements  m  the  Reigns  of  King  £ia,  Offa^  Etbelheri^  and 
the  reft  of  the  feven  Kings  during  the  Heptarchy*  The 
Briii/b  Kings  alfo^  who  retain'd  a  great  while  fome  part 
of  the  Ifle  unconquered,  governed  and  made  Laws  by  a 
kind  of  Parlementary  way>  witnefle  the  famous  Laws  of 
Prince  Howell,  called  Howell  Dba,  (the  good  Prince 
Howell/  whereof  thei'e  are  yet  extant  fome  Britifli  Records. 
Parlements  were  alfo  ufed  after  the  Heptarchy  by  King 
KenulpbuSy  Alpbredy  and  others :  witnefle  that  rmowned 
Pariement  held  at  Gtatehf  by  King  Mheljlan. 

The  third  Conqueft  was  by  iYkt-Daturi  and  they  govem'd 
alfo  by  fuch  general!  Aflemblies,  (as  they  do  to  this  day) 
witnefle  that  great  and  fo  much  celebrated  Pariement  held 
by  that  mighty  Monarch  Canutus,  who  was  King  of 
England,  Denmark,  Norway,  and  other  Regions  i  j©  years 
before  the  compiling  of  Magna  Charia*,  and  this  the 
learned  iir  the  Laws  do  hold  to  be  one  of  the  fpecialeft  and 
moft  authentick  peeces  of  antiquity  we  have  extant.  Ed^ 
ward  the  Confeflbr  made  all  his  Laws  thus,  (and  he  was 
a  great  Legrf-lator,)  which  the  Norman  Conquerour  (who, 
liking  none  of  his  fons>  made  GodlAhnighhf  his  heir  by 
bequeathing  unto  him  this  Ifland  for  a  legacy)  did  rattfie 
and  eftablrfli,  and  digefted  them  inta  one  entire  methodical! 
Syfteme,  which  being  violated  by  Rufus,  (who  came  to 
fuch  a  difadrous  end  as  to  be  (hot  to  death  in  lieu  o£  a 
Buck  for  his  facriledges)  were  reftorM  by  Henry  the  firft ; 
and  fo  they  continued  in  force  till  King  lohn  \  wbofe  Reign 
is  renowned  for  firft  confirming  Magna  charta,  the  founda- 
tion of  our  Liberties  ever  Since ;  which  may  be  compared 
to  divers  outlandi/b  graffes  set  upon  one  EngU/bJlock ;  or  /o 
a  fofie  offundry  fragrant  flowers  \  for  the  choiceft  of  the 
Brityb,  the  Roman,  Saxon,  Dani/b,  and  JVorman  Lawes 
being  culPd  and  pick'd-out  and  gathered,  as  it  were,  into  one 
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bttodie^  out  of  tbenr  the  forefaid  Grand  Cbariir  was  eztra^ 
cd ;  and  the  eftablifliineat  of  this  great  Charter  was  the  work 
of  a  Parliament* 

Nor  are  the  Lawes  of  ikis  I/land  only,  and  the  freedome 
of  the  Subjed  in  it,  conferved  by  a  ParUmeni  ;  but  all  the 
beft-pdiced  Coan^ries  of  Europe  have  the  like.    The  Ger- 
manes  have  their  DleUy  the  Danes  and  Swedes  their  Rifck 
Dacbs ;  the  Spaniard  calls  his  Parlenient   las  Cortes ;  and 
the  French  have^  (or  (hould  have,  at  leaft)  their  Affembly  of 
three  States^  though  it  be  growne  now  in  a  manner  obfolete^ 
becaufe  the  authority  thereof  was  (by  accident)  devolved  to  ^th^kSg 
the  King.    And  very  remarkable  it  is,  how  this  happened  5  of¥nno^» 
for,  when  the  Engli/b  had  taken  fuch  large  footing  in  mod  impwiog 
parts  of  France  J  having  advanced  as  far  as  Orleans  and^ubjectt  in 
driven  their  then  King  Charles  the  feventh,  lo  Baurges  in  2![  u" ^ 
Beny,  the  Affembly  of  the  three  States  in  thefe  preffures,  ^™**» 
being  not  able  to  meet  after  the  ufual  manner  in  full  Par-  consent  of 
lement  becaufe  the  Countrey  was  unpaffable,  the  Enemy  s^^^^tiig 
having  inade  fuch  firme  invafions  up  and  down  through  ^^-[^ 
the  very  bowels  of  the  Kingdom;  that  power  which  for- or  Gencir^ 
merly    was  inherent  in  the  Parlementary  Affembly j  ofThiidEi- 
making  Laws,  of  affefling  the  Subjed  with  taxes,  fubfidiary  ^^^ 
levies,  and  other  impofitions,  was  tranfmitted  to  the  King  ^^• 
during  the  war;  which  continuing  many  years,  that  entruft- 
ed  power  by  length  of  time  grew,  as  it  were,  habitual  in  him, 
and  could  never  after  be  re-aflumed  and  taken  from  him ; 
fo  that  ever  fince,  his  EdiSs  countervaile  A^  of  Parle^ 
ment:    And  that  which  made  the  bufinefle  more  feafable 
for  the  King^  was,  that  the  burthen  fell  moft  upon  the 
Commonalty  \   the  Clergy  and  Nobility    not  feeling   the 
weight  of  it,  and  being  willing  to  fee  the  p^a^oif  puird- 
down  a  little,  becaufe,  not  many  years  before,  in  that  nota- 
ble Rebellion,  call'd  la  Jaquerie  de  Beauvoifinf  which  was 
fupprefled  by  Charles  the  mfe^  the  Common  people  put 
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themselves  boldly  in  Arms  agtinft  the  N^Rty  and  Gentry^ 
to  leflen  their  power.  A^de  hereunto,  as  an  advantage  to 
the  work,  that  the  next  fucceeding  King,  Lmoisibe  eleventb^ 
was  a  clofe,  cunning,  Prince,  aiid  could  well  tell  how  to  play 
his  game,  and  draw  water  to  his  own  mill ;  For,  amongft 
all  the  reft,  he  was  faid  to  be  the  firft  that  but  the  Kings  of 
France,  Hon  JUpagif  out  of  their  minority,  or  from  being 
Pagis  any  more,  though  thereby  be  brought  the  poor  fea- 
fans  to  be  worfe  than  Lacquays^  and  they  may  thank  ibem-' 
selves  for  it. 

Neverthdefle,  as  that  King  hnih  an  advantage  hereby 
one  way,  to  MmarcbixM  more  abfolutely,  and  never  to 
want  money,  but  to  bailajl  bispurfg  when  he  will ;  fo  there 
is  another  mighty  inconvenience  arifeth  to  him  and  his 
whole  Kingdpm  another  way ;  for  this  peeling  of  the  Pea- 
fan  hath  fo  dejeAed  him,  and  cowed  bis  native  courage  fo 
much  by  the  fenfe  of  poverty  (which  brings  along  wiih  it  a 
nwrtwvnijfeof  fml)  that  he  is  little  ufeful  for  the  war: 
which  puts  the  Rrencb  King  to  make  other  Nations  mer- 
cenary to  him,  to  fill-up  his  Infantery :  Infomuch,  that  the 
Kingdom  of  Prance  may  be  not  unfitly  compared  to  a  body 
that  hath  all  it's  bloud  drawn*up  into  the  arms,  breaft,  and 
back,  and  fcarce  any  left  from  the  girdle  downwards,  to 
cherifli  and  bear-up  the  lower  parts,  and  keep  them  from 
ftarving. 

All  this  ferioufly  confidered,  there  cannot  be  a  more  pro-  ' 
per  and  pregnant  example  than  this  of  our  next  Nnghlours 
to  prove  how  infinitely  neceflary  the  Parlement  is  to  aflert, 
to  prop.up,  and  preferve,  the  publick  liberty,  and  national 
rights  of  a  people,  with  the  incolumity  and  welfare  of  a 
Countrey. 

Nor  doth  the  Subject  only  reap  penefit  thus  by  Parlement, 
but  the  Prince,  (if  it  be  well  confider'd)  hath  equal  advan- 
tage thereby.    It  rendreth  him  a  King  of  Jree  and  able 
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wtwn  I  which  is  fiir  more  ^orious  than  to  be  a  King  of  CW« 
0^j  Btggmrs,  and  BankrupU ;  Men  that,  by  their  ffeedom 
and  eompeiency  of  wealthy  are  kept  ftiU  iu  heart  to  do  him 
farvioe  againft  any  forrain  force.  And  it  is  a  true  mazime  ia 
all  States,  that  'tis  lefle  danger  and  diflionour  for  the  Prince 
to  be  poor,  than  his  people :  £Ucb  Subjefb  can  make  their 
King  rich  when  they  pleafe  ;  if  he  gain  their  hearts^  h^ 
will  quickly  get  their  purfes.  ParkmeiU  encreafeth  love 
and  good  intelligence  'twixt  him  and  his  people;  it 
acquaints  him  with  the  reality  of  things,  and  with  the  true 
ftate  and  difeafes  of  his  Kingdom ;  it  brings  him  to  the 
knowledge  of  his  better  fortofSubjefts,  and  of  their  abili* 
ties^  which  he  may  employ  accordingly  upon  all  occafions  y 
It  providea  for  his  Royal  iflue,  pays  his  debts,  finds  meana 
to  fill  his  CoiTers;  and  it  is  no  ill  obfervation^  that  parle- 
menc-moneys  (the  great  Aid)  have  profpered  beft  with  the 
Kings  of  England  I  It  exceedingly  raifeth  his  repute 
abroad,  andenableth  him  to  keep  his^^5  in  fear^  bis  Sub^ 
J4Qs  in  Ofwi^  bis  Nngbhours  and  CcnfederaUs  in  fecurity^ 
the  three  main.things  which  go  to  aggrandise  a  Prince, 
and  render  him  glorious.  In  fumme,  it  is  the  Parlnnent 
that  fupports,  and  bears- up  the  honour  of  his  Crown^and 
fettles  his  throne  in  fafety  ;  which  is  the  chief  end  of  all 
their  confultations :  for  wbofoever  is  entrufted  to  be  a 
Member  of  this  High  Courts  carryeth  with  him  a  double 
capacity  $  he  fits  there  aa  a  Fairioi,  and  as  a  SubjeS :  as  he 
is  one,  the  Country  is  his  objeft,  his  duty  being  to  vindicate 
the  publick  liberty,  to  make  wholefome  Lawes;  to  put  his 
hand  to  the  pump,  and  ftop  the  leaks  of  the  great  vcflel  of 
the  State ;  to  pry  into,  and  punifli,  corruption  and  oppref- 
fion ;  to  improve  and  advance  trade;  to  have  the  grievances 
of  the  place  he  ferves-for  redrefied,  and  to  cafi-about  how  to 
find  fomething  that  may  tend  to  the  advantage  of  it. 
But  he  rouft  not  torget  that  he  fits  there  alfo  as  a  Suhjsa  s 
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and  According  to  that  capacity,  be  mud  apply  himitelf  to  dct 
his  Soveraign^s  bufinefle,  to  provide,  not  only  fur  his  fublickf 
but  his  perfimalj  wants  ;  to  bear-up  the  luftre  and  glory  of 
his  (hurt  I  to  confider  what  occafionsof  extraordinary  ex« 
pences  he  may  have,  by  encreafe  of  Royal  iflue,  or  mainte- 
liance  of  any  of  them  abroad ;  to  enable  him  to  vindicate 
any  affront,  or  indignity,  that  might  be  offered  to  his  perfon, 
Crown,  or  dignity,  by  any  forram  State  or  Kingdom,  or 
inteftine  Rebellion ;  to  confult  what  may  enlai^  \x\%bonouri 
amtenim^nt,  and  pleasure.  And  as  the  French  TacUus 
{ComhtssJ  hath  it,  the  Englifh  Nation  was  ufed  to  be  more 
forward  and  zealous  in  this  particular  than  any  other; 
accordingtothat  ancient,  eloquent,  fpeechof  a  great  Lawyer^ 
Domum  Regis  vigUia  defendit  omnium^  otium  iUius  labor 
omnium,  Jelkiie  illius  induflria  omnium,  vacaiio  ilUsts 
occupatio  omnium,  falus  illius  perieulum  omnium,  honor 
illius  ohje&um  omnium.  Every  one  (hould  ftand  Centioell 
to  defend  the  King's  houfe,  his  sttfeiy  (hould  be  the  danger 
of  all,  his  ^/^nitirri  the  iWii/}r>*  of  all,  his  eafe  (hould  be 
the  labour  of  all,  his  honour  the  ohje3  of  all* 

Out  of  thefe  premiffes  this  conclufion  may  be  eafily  de-^ 
dttced,  that,  the  prindpall  fountain  whence  the  King  derives 
bis  happiness  and  safety,  is  bis  parlement}  it  is  that  great 
Conduit-pipe  which  conveighes  unto  him  his  people's 
bounty  and  gratitude;  the  trueft  Looking-glaffe  wherein 
he  difcemes  their  loves;  (now  the  SubjeBs  love  haib  been  al- 
ways accounted  tht  prime  Citiadell  of  a  Prince  J  In  hisPor- 
Ument  he  appears  as  the  Sun  in  theMeridian,  in  the  altitude 
of  his  glory,  in  his  higbejl  State  Royalj  as  the  Law  tells  us. 
Therefore  wbofoever  is  averfe  ordifaffeded  to  his  Sovereign 
Law-making  Court,  cannot  have  his  heart  well -planted 
within  him  ;  hie  can  be  neither  a  good  Subject,  nor  a  good 
patriot,  and  therefore  is  unworthy  to  breath  £ngli(h  air, 
or  have  any  benefit,  advantage,  or  proteAion  from  the  Laws. 

tV^  OF   Mr.  HOWBLL*8    DISCOUftSB  ON    PAaLIAVBU'Tt* 
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A  MEMORIAL 


QUEEN  EUZABETH, 

JkQAlNST  HER  MAJESTY'S  BEING  ENGROSSED  BY  ANY 
PARTICULAR    FAVOURITE. 


mUien   ky  WILUAM  CECIL.    Lord  Atrieigh,   lAcji  lard 
High  Treasurer  qf  Englani: 


May  it  pleafe  your  Majefy^ 

Pull  of  Aflurance,  that  my  unfeigned  2ieal  for  your 
Majefty's  Inter e/l  and  Service^  will  be  evident  in  what  I 
humbly  prefume  to  Remon/hrate  to  Your  Majefty ;  I  shall 
venture  to  speak  my  mind  with  a  Freedom  worthy  tbe  noble 
End  and  Aim  of  my  Design.  When  any  Man,  that  is 
as  ambitious  as  myfelf  of  engaging  your  Majesty's  good 
Opinion  of  my  Anions,  and  your  Favour  on  my  Endea- 
vours, (hall  attempt  to  plead  againft  any  Particular's  mi- 
gro/png  your  Royal  Ear^  he  cannot  well  be  furpe£M  of 
direAing  his  Difcourfe  and  SoIIicitations  on  that  Head  to 
any  private  Intereft  and  Advantage :  Since,  by  advancing 
the  contrary  Po/ltion,  he  might  hope  perhaps,  in  time,  and 
in  his  turn,  by  the  force  of  Indufiry  and  Application,  to  en- 
joy the  Benefit  of  it. 

Secure 
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Secure^  therefore,  in  my  Zeal  for  the  Welfare  of  my 
Prince  and  my  Country,  I  (hall  venture  to  appeal  to  your 
Majefty's  Knowledge  of  Hiftory,  whether  it  aflTord  any  one 
Inftance  of  that  Nature,^  which  has  not  been,  or  was  verf 
likely  to  be,  oi fatal  Con/equence  to  the  Prince  or  tbi  people^ 
or  hoib.  I  will  not  infift  on  Sejanus,  or  any  other  of  the 
Roman  Mimonsy  to  whofe  Ambition  or  Avarice^  when  the 
Nobility  had  fallen  in  Numbers,  and  the  people  felt  the 
Rage  of  their  exorbitant  Paffions^  unfatisfy'd  with  what 
they  poflefs^d,  they  have  aim'd  at  the  Life  and  Throne  of 
the  Prince^  that  raifed  them.  The  Reason  of  which  is  plaiil( 
becaufe,  having  only  themfehes  and  tbekr  own  private  Ad^ 
vantage  in  view,  they  make  ufe  of  the  Prince  only  as  the 
means  of  their  own  Grandeur^  without  any  regard  to  his 
real  Service,  or  the  Publick  Oood,  againft  which  it  is  im- 
#poffible  to  do  the  Princea, 

A  King,  by  bis  Royal  Office,  is  the  Fatber  of  his  Country; 
whofe  Eye  Ought  to  watch  over  the  Good  of  all  and  evety 
one  of  his  SubjeAs,  in  the  ju/i  execution  oftbe  Laws,  and 
the  impartial  difpenfation  of  Prerogative;  in  Redreffing  of 
Grievances,  Rewarding  Vertue,  Puni/bing  Vice,  Encourage 
ing  Indnftry,  and  the  like.  But  Princes,  though  the  Viae^ 
gerents  of  Heaven,  being  not  endued  with  Ommfdenoe,  can 
only  know  tbefe  Grievances,  Vtrtues,  Vices,  Indufity^  &c. 
of  the  People,  and  their  several  Exigencies,  by  the  Eyes 
and  Information  of  others ;  nor  can  this  be  done  by  tnift- 
ing  to  any  ome  particular  Favourite^  who  having  no  mere, 
nor  larger.  Qualifications  than  bis  Prince,  can  have  no 
other,  means  of  informing  him  aright,  than  what  his  Prince 
has  without  him.  Nay^  it  may  very  well  be  faid,  that 
he  has  not  any  means  fo  sure  and  infallible ;  for  the  Prince, 
if  be  confiilt  his  Great  Conndts,  and  only  adhere  to  their 
Publick  Dedfkms,  cannot  mifs  of  knowing  all  that  is  ne« 
ceflary  to  be  known  for  bis  own  Glory,  and  bis  people* s 
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Good  I  which  Are  utfeparablei  but  the  FavtmriU,  having 
private  Defigns  to  carry-on,  receives  his  loformatioQ  from 
tbofe,  who  muft  reprefent  things  to  him  as  he  would  have 
them,  by  that  means  to  make  their  Courti  and  fecure  that 
Succefs  to  their  WiAes,  for  which  they  daily  pay  the  Ador- 
ation of  io  much  flattery.  But,  if,  by  the  wonderful  Per- 
Ipicuity  and  Application  of  the  Favourite^  he  (hould  attain 
a  tnts  knowhdgiot  the  date  of  things  $  of  the  Inclinationsy 
and  Defires  of  the  people  (  it  is  Forty  to  One,  that,  thefe 
ciaihing  with  his  privatg  Aimsy  he  gives  them  another  Face 
to  the  Princty  a  turn  more  agreeable  to  bis/eparate  Intereft^ 
though  equally  deftruAive  of  his  Majier^s  and  Counif/s 
Gwd. 

The  only  way,  therefore,  for  a  Prmee  to  govern  wtth 
fatisfaftion  to  his  own  Confcience  is  to  be  the  Ommon  Pa* 
ther  ^all  bis  Country  ^  to  bear  the  advice  o/all  bis  councellors, 
iUsd  to  bave  an  i^en  Ear  to^Wtbe  Grievances  and  neceffitus  of 
all  bis  People.  Which  can  never  be  done  while  any  One 
Man  has  the  luck  to  poflfefs  the  Royal  Favour  fo  far  as  to 
make  bis  Advice  ai|  over-balance  to  the  wbole  N^ti^on. 
They  gain  by  that  means  a  Power,  which  they  extreamfy 
fddom,  if  ^ver,  ufe  for  the  People* s  or  Princess  Advantage^ 
but  noft  commonly,  if  not  always,  to  the  deftruAion  of 
both*  There  are  Examples  enough  of  this  to  alarm  any 
Wife  and  Politick  Prince.  The  Mayors  of  the  Palape  in 
Fratsce^  at  laft  pofleflcd  the  Throne.  Aod  Dome/tick  A- 
Jianees  might  be  given  of  thofe,  who,  by  their  excejlk^e 
Power^  have,  if  not  themfelves  poflefl^d,  yet  deprived  and 
fet  wbom  tbey  pleas'd  on  tbe  Throne. 

But,  omitting  what  your  Majefiy  knows  extreamly  weU, 
I  (hall  only  give  you  a  view  of  a  great  Favourite  in  the 
Reign  of  your  Royal  Fatber ;  a  true  Profpe6t  of  whofe 
Prsi&icea  and  Ambition,  may  warn  your  Majefiy  againft 
mil  thofe,  who  wou^d  engrofs  not  only  your  Majefty's  Elar, 

but 


but  all  the  Oifts  and  places  your  Majejiy  can  bestow ;  fo  t0 
be,  if  not  in  Name,  yet  in  EjffeS  Kings  of  your  People. 
I  mean  Cardinal  IVolfey^  whofe  Fame  has  been  pretended 
to  be  vindicated  by  a  Domeftick  of  his,  in  the  Days  of  the 
late  Queen.  And,  tho'  I  (hall  not  deny  his  admirable 
GUialifications  and  Parts ;  or  his  Juftice  in  many  Particu- 
lars ;  yet  I  (hall  fhew,  that  the  ills  he  did,  were  much 
more  prejudicial  to  the  King  and  People,  than  the  Good 
he  did  was  beneficial  to  them. 

Whatever  he  did,  as  Cbaneellor,  (allowing  his  Decreet 
to  have  been  all  Equitable  and  Jufif)  will  not  be  fufficient  to 
deftroy  my  Aflertioii ;  fihce  that  only  reach'd/bm«  Partial 
lars,  who  had  Caufes  depending  before  him  ;  but  the  many 
Exorbitances  of  his  Adminiftration,  fpread  to  the  m/bole  Pea- 
pie ;  as  will  appear  from  thofe  few  Inftances  which  I  (hall 
^ve,  by  which  he  put  the  King  on  the  mod  illegal  Attempts 
to  repknifli  that  Exchequer,  which  bis  Ambiiion  and  Pride^ 
more  than  any  Profufion,  or  Expences,  of  the  King,  had 
exhausted. 

The  Reafon  of  this  Aflertion  will  be  plain,  if  your  Ma- 
Jefty  will  refled  on  the  more  than  Royal  Retinuej  which 
(tho*  a  Subjeft  of  the  lowest  and  most  plebeian  Rife,)  he 
maintained.  For,  not  to  wafte  yourMajefty's  imperiant 
Hours  with  a  long  Catalogue  of  the  Particulars,  he  had  in 
his  Family,  One  Earl,  nine  Barons,  and  Knights,  Gent]<S 
men,  and  inferior  Officers,  about  One  Thoufand*  For  the 
Maintenance  of  whom  he  was  onc^  poOefs'd  of  the  Alme^^ 
ner/bip,  the  Bilhopricks  of  Toumay,  Lincoln  and  York,  and 
Durbam,  St.  Albans  in  Commendam,  the  Bifboprick  of 
Wmcbester,  in  exchange  for  that  of  Durbam,  the  Revenues 
of  thofe  of  Bath,  Worcester  and  Hereford,  was  Lord 
Cbancellor  of  England,  and  had  the  difppfal  of  ail 
Places  of  Trup  and  Profit,  and  fingly  and  alone  dispatched 
-all  Publick  Negotiations. 
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Bot  the  maintenance  of  To  numerous  a  Dep^ndance,  was 
not  perhaps  the  Moyety  of  his  Expences;  he  had  long 
entertained  an  Amtiiien  to  be  Pope.  And  he  was  too  wife 
to  attempt  any  thing  in  the  Conclavt,  or  Court  of  Rome,  by 
means  of  which  he  eou'd  have  np  hopes  of  Succefs.  Mo^ 
mey  has  alwaya  been  the  only  Argument  which  has  pre* 
vaiPd  in  the  Papal  EUaionSy  or  in  the  particular  Inlerefts 
that  the  Princes  in  Obedience  of  that  See  form  for  them** 
felves  or  Favourites.  The  Cardinal  therefore  muft  be  at  an 
expence  proportionahle  to  the  vehemence  of  his  Defires; 
Which  having  no  Bounds ;  his  Largefles^  to  obtain  that 
End,  cou^d  be  bounded  by  nothing  but  the  Abilities  of 
the  King  and  Kingdom,  the  Treasure  o/wbicb  was  wholly 
Mt  his  Command. 

This  was  the  Reafon,  that  prevail'd  with  him  to  engage 
the  King,  his  Mafler,  to  l^nd  Sums  of  Money  to  the  £m* 
peror,  whofe  Poverty  was  fo  well  known  that  he  cou'd 
have  no  Profpeft  of  ever  having  them  Repay 'd.  'lis  true, 
the  Emperor  and  the  Court  ofMome  were  not  fair  Chap- 
men, but  received  his  Money,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  in* 
ftead  of  promoting,  obftruAed  all  his  Aims  at  the  Trtpple* 
crown.  Thcfe  incident  Charges,  join'd  with  the  conjtant 
Expences  of  fo  immerous  a  Retinue,  occafion'd  perpetual 
and  large  Diflurfements ;  and  these  put  him  on  extraor* 
dinary  Ways  and  Means  of  providing  a  Fund  for  their 
Continuance. 

To  this  end  he  grants  Commiffions,  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  England,  which  obliged  every  Man,  on  Oath,  to 
deliver  the  true  Value  and  Eftimate  of  his  Eftatc,  and  (o 
pay  Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  for  eve*y  Fifty  Pounds 
attd  upwards.  This  was  fo  heavy  and  jevere  a  Tax, 
that  it's  being  Authoriz'd  by  Parliament  woo'd  not  have 
freed  it  from  the  Imputation  of  aii  Opprejfion  of  the 
Sfulgea ;    But  to  be  done  by  the  private  Autboriiy  of  a 
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Subjeat  IS  what  wants  a  Name.  And  that  it  was  (o, 
notwithftanding  the  Great  S^al  was  affixM  to  the  CQEnmifr 
fions,  is  plain,  from  his  Majcfty's  dijowning  the  Matter, 
as  fuch  a  Violation  of  the  Fundammtal  Rights  of  ibe  Peor 
pie,  and  a  Mai  diJfoluHtm  of  Magna  Cbartaj  that  no  wife 
King  of  Epgland  cou'd  be  guilty  of.  A  juft  confideratioa 
of  this,  made  the  King  declare.  That,  th^'  bis  Neciffities 
were  great,  yet  he  JbouH  never  think  them  greaS  enough  f 
male  b'm  attempt  the  ra^ng  Money  iy  my  but  the  Legal 
fi/qy,  of  the  People's  consent  in  Parliament. 

Tho'  the  King  had  made  this  Declaration,  and  the 
Cardinal  found  his/f//  illegal Proje^  defeated;  yet,  fincc 
Money  was  to  be  had,  or  his  Defigns  fall  to  the  Ground, 
he  once  more  trys  one  as  little  agreeable  to  Lawji^s  the 
former,  tho'  not  fo  odieus  and  unproper.  He  therefore 
puts  the  King  on  deliring  a  Benevolence  of  the  People 
without  an  Act  qf  P(irliamept.  And  the  CommiffionerS| 
(who  were  the  Cardinal's  Creatures,  and  employ'd  by  him) 
exacted  this  Money,  not  as  a  free  Gift,  bvt  as  if  due  by  Law. 
But  in  this  he  was  exactly  difappoiuted,  iho'  at  the  Ex* 
pence  of  bis  Majter^s  Reputation  i  for  ihe  People,  pleaded* 
a  Statute  of  Richard  III.  and  objtiuately  refused  to  pay  it. 

But,  Madam,  I  muft  remember  to  whom  it  is  that  I  am 
fpeaking;  to  one  uf  the  Wifeft  and  Beft  of  Princes,  as 
being  entirely  free  from  all  vicious  Inclinations ;  and  of  too 
good  Judgment  to  be  inpos'd-on,  by  xht  fairest  Appearances 
o'f  Virfue^  fo  far  as  to  lofe  the  jufter  Confiderations  of 
Tublick  good  in  the  ftiining  Qualities  of  any  particular: 
Under  you,  Madam,  we  find  ihat  Saying  true,  How  happy  is 
the  Kingdom  Ithat  w]  governed  by  a  Pbilofopber  !  We  feel  ^ 
the  Bleffing,  and  every  Day  experience  the  Manna  of  your 
Reign.  \vi6,  bow  indulgent  foever  your  Majefiy  may  he 
thought  to  the  eminent  Excellencies  of  fonu^  yet  I  have  no 
manner  of  Fear,  that  they  will  ever  be  able  to  expd  your 
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Majesty's  Affections  from  all  your  other  Subjects^  or  inak« 
you  ever  deviate  to  a  Particularity  in  their  Favour^  against 
ibe  Good  and  univerfal  Cries  of  your  People. 

This  Noble  Temper  in  your  Majefty  it  is  that  fecyres  me 
againft  ail  Fears  from  this  Freedom^  which  I  have  taken  $ 
fince  you  will  eafily  fee  a  VuHick  Spirit,  void  of  all  private 
Aims,  ihine  thnough  the  wbole.  1  have  therefore  only  to  add 
my  ardent  Wiflies  for  the  proj^erous  and  long  Rei^  of 
your  Majesty  over  a  People  that  arefenjihle  of  the  BleJJing 
whicb  Providence  has  lejlowed  on  them  in  their  gracious 
^ueen. 

fTbis  memontl  is  re-printed  from  ptgci  OQ,  100,-0—1119  ofa  very  small 
Wume  of  polkkal  tracci,  called  The  Caltaiaf  •r  MjfSUriis^  cf  Stait, 
published  at  Lopdon  in  the  year  1 7 1 5 .] 
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THE  STATE 

Of 

A  SECRETARIES  PLACE, 

AlfD 

THE  DANGERS  INCIDENT  TO  IT. 

Writltn  hy  ROBERT  CECIL,  Etrl  of  Saliiiioy. 

Rtprinted  from  the  Cabala,  pages  1 1 5, 1 10,— i  SO. 

All  Officers  of  State  and  Counfellon  of  Princes,  have 
.  a  prefcribed  Authority,  either  by  Patent,  by  Oath,  or  by 

Cuftom ;  the  Secretaries  Place  only  excepted  :  but  to  them 
there  is  allowed  a  Liberty  to  Negotiate  at  Discretion,  both 
at  Home  and  Abroad,  wiih  Friends  and  with  Enemies,  in 
all  Matters  of  Enquiry  to  gain  Intelligence. 

All  tl)e  Servants  of  Princes  deal  upon  (Irange  and  cau- 
tious Authority  and  Warrants  for  it :  as  in  Disburfi^ments 
and  Receiving  of  Money  by  Treafurers,  Receivers,  &c. 
Which  is  done  by  fufficient  Warrant ;  and  in  Conference 
with  Enemies,  as  Generals  by  Commiflions ;  in  executing 
of  all  Offices,  as  Officer*  by  their  Patents;  and  fo  in 
whatever  elfe:  Only  a  Secretary  hath  no  Warrant  or 
Commiffion,  in  matters  of  his  own  greateft  Danger,  but 
muft  rely  upon  the  Word  and  Integrity  of  his  Sovereign. 

For  fuch  is  the  Multiplicity  of  Occafions,  and  the  va- 
riable Motions  and  Intentions  of  Foreign  Princes,  and  their 
daily  Praftices  in  fo  many  parts  and  places,  that  Secreta- 
ries can  never  have  any  Commiffion  fo  Large  and  Univer- 
fal  as  to  affure  them.  So  that  a  Secretary  muft  either 
conceive,  or  dive  into,  the  Thoughts  of  a  King  (whic  h  is 
only  the  Prerogativo  of  God  Almighty)  or  elfe  a  King 
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ttiaft  «iiber  cxercife  the  Painful  Office  of  a  Secretary  him« 
Telf  (which  is  contrary  to  Majefty  and  Liberty)  or  cbufe 
focha  Secretary  that  he  may  repofe  his  gpnGdence  in; 
and  the  Secretary's  Life  muft  be  in  Truft  with  the  Prince : 
for  be  cannot  deal  with  Princes  ian^uam  Immicumfuiurunn 
and  therefore  all  the  Security  he  has  is  that  bis  Sovereign 
will  be  Semper  IJsm. 

All  forei^  Princes  bate  another  Prince's  Secretary,  ss 
well  as  all  Ambitious  Afpirers  and  Confpirators ;  becaufe 
hr  the  moA  part  tbey  either  Kill  tbofe  Monfters*^  in  their 
Cradle^  or  track  them  to  a  discovery,  where  Aq  other  Per* 
fon  could  find  the  Print  of  their  Feet, 

Military  Perfons  alfo  hate  them ;  unlefs  they  ferve  tbrm 
on  all  occaiions^  tho'  never  fa  prejudicial  to  the  Ii^terefts 
of  their  Mafters. 

AH  Perfons  in  Offices  and  Places  of  Truft  malign  tbem^ 
unlefs  tbey  wink  at  tbeir  Frauds  and  Cheating  the  King : 
All  their  fellow- Counfellors  envy  them^  becaufe  they  fee 
and  do  moft  :  have  freed  accefs  to  their  Sovereign  |  and  on 
all  OccafioDS  that  the  Prince  has  to  enquire  into  oiFences^ 
toDeny>  Prefer,  orPuni(h,  none  are  so  much  employ 'd, 
or  bear  the  Burden  fo  much,  as  the  Secretaries. 

Kings  .are  advifed  to  obferve  Three  things  efpecially  in 
a  Secretary,  i.  That  he  be  created  by  himfeif,  and  be  of 
his  own  Raifing  and  Preferring.  2.  That  be  match  not 
in  a  Family  that  is  accounted  Fadious.  S.  That  he  has 
a  reafonable  Capacity,  and  convenient  Ability  both  of 
Friends  and  Eftate;  that,  by  the  firft,  he  may  be  able  to  go 
to  the  depth  of  what  is  committed  to  his  Charge,  being 
brought-up,  as  it  were,  in  £is  own  Condition:  That, 
by  the  fecond,  he  might  not  be  led-away  with  any  vain  or 
idle  conceit,  to  wrong  his  prince,  or  abufe  the  Truft  com- 
mitted to  him :    And  by  the  laft.  That  he  may  be  able 
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to  fenre  hisMajefty  without  wr6nging  any  Man  out  of  A 
Covetous  Principle. 

On  the  other  hand^  a  Secretary  had  need  ferve  a  Prince 
that  is  conftant  to  his  own  Orders,  and  (ieady  in  hisCom- 
inands ;  otherwife  he  is  in  a  dreadfol  Condition  :  for  he 
that  lives  by  being  truftedj  ought  to  ferve  faithfully ;  and 
he  that  is  content  to  live  at  Mercy,  ought  to  be  careful  ta 
charging*  his  Mafter  that  he  be  juft,  and  de  bona  NatUrA. 

Whilft  Matters  of  State  are  debated  only  between  tb« 
Prince  and  his  Secretary,  thofe  Counfels  are  like  the  mu* 
tual  afiedions  of  two  Lovers,  Undifcovered  to  their  Friends : 
When  they  come  to  be  difputed  in  Council,  they  are  like 
afking  consent  of  Parents  and  adjufting  Portion  and  Settle- 
ment: and  the  Agreement  of  the  Council  is  like  the 
Solemnization  of  the  Marriage. 

Now,  if  there  be  a  Secretary,  whofe  Eftate  can  Wit- 
nefs  he  has  not  ferved  for  Profit ;  that  he  has  preferred  the 
Honour  and  Safety  of  his  Mafler,  and  defpifed  his  own 
advantage;  and,  after  all  this^  he  finds  his  Fidelity  and 
Diligence  cannot  fecure  him  againft  the  Clandeftine  Infinu- 
ations  and  Slanders  of  his  Malicious  Enemies  :  Tis  time 
to  refign  his'  Place.  For,  as,  if  he  had  not  been  fit  to  be 
Trufted,  he  was  unworthy  of  his  Life,  fo  his  keeping  his 
office  after  fuch  an  Aflurance,  ihews  he  is  weary  of  it : 
for  the  first  Day  of  a  Secretary's  being  fufpeSed,  is  the 
Birth-day  of  his  Mifery ;  for  at  the  fame  Moment  he  is 
Tr)'ed,  Judged  and  Condemned. 

•  Or,  perhaps,  chuting. 
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The  difficulties  that  havearifen  In  tt)e  goverhment  of 
the  province  of  Quebec,  and  which  are  likely  ftill  to 
occur  in  it^  nbtwithflanding  the  bed  intentions  oJF  thofe 
who  are  intrufted  by  His  Majedy  with  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  aflfairs  tbere^  are  To  many  and  fo  great  ttiat  the 
Officers,  whom  His  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  of  late 
to  nominate  to  the  principal  departixlents  in  that  Go* 
vernment,*  cannot  look  upon  them  without  thegreateft 
uneaiinefs  and  apprehenfion^  and  defpair  of  beiiig  able 
to  overcome  thiem  without  the  a(l5(iahce  of  an  a^  of 
Parliament  to  ground  and  juftify  their  proceedings. 
Two  nations  are  to  be  kept  in  peace  and  harmony^  and 

moulded 

*  Lieutenatit-GeDeral  Guy  Car!(on,  (who  has  been  since 
ereated  a  Peer  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  Lofd  Dtrcheiter) 
disappointed  Lieu  tenant-Go  vernour  of  the  Province  of  Quebec 
at  this  time,  and  William  Hey»  Esq^  Barrister-at*Law»  was  ap- 
{pointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  Province, 
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moulded^  as  it  were^  into  one,  that  are  at  prefent  of 
oppofite  religions^  ignorant  of  each  other's  language, 
and  inclined  in  their  afiectioos  to  different  fyflems  of 
laws.    The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are  hitherto  either 
French  from  old  France,  or  native  Canadians,  that 
fpeak  only  the  French  language,  being,  as  it  is  thought, 
about  ninety  thoufand  fouls,  or,  as  the  French  reprefent 
it  in  their  Memorial,  ten  thoufand  heads  of  families. 
The  reft  of  the  inhabitants  arc  natives  of  Great  Britaia 
or  Ireland,  or  of  the  Britifli  dominions  in  North-Ame- 
rica, and  are  at  prefent  only  about  fix  hundred  fouls  ;. 
but,  if  the  province  is  governed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  U> 
give  fatisfa6lion  to  the  inhabitants,  will  probably  every 
day  increafe  in  number  by  the  acceffion  of  new  fettlers 
for  the  fake  of  trade  and  planting,  fo  that  in  time  they 
may  equal,  or  exceed,  the  number  of  the  French.  The 
French Ure  almoft  uniformly  Roman-Catholics;  there 
were  only  three  Proteftant  families  among  them  at  the 
time  of  the  conquell  of  the  province ;  and  probably 
that  number  is  not  much  increafed  among  them,  as  no 
endeavours  have  been  ufed  for  their  converfion.    But, 
what  is  more  to  be  lamented,  is  that  they  are  violently 
bigotted  to  the  Popifli  religion,  and  look  upon  all  Pro- 
teftantswitb  an  eye  of  deteftation.    This  unhappy  cir- 
cumftance  has  been,  and  is  ftill  likely  to  be,  a  ground 
of  enniity  and  difunion  between  the  old  and  new  inha- 
bitants!   The  French  infift,  not  only  upon  a  toleration 
of  their  public  worfhip,  but  on  a  {hare  in  the  admini- 
stration of  juftice,  as  jury-men  and  juftices  of  the  peace 
and  the  like,  and  on  a  right,  in   common  with  the 
£ng1i(h,  of  being  appointed  to  all  the  offices  of  the 
government.    The  Englifh,  on  the  contrary,  affirm, 
that  the  laws  of  England  made  againft  the  Papifts  ought 
to  be  in  force  there,  and  canfequently  that  tb«  native 
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Canadian^  nxdeili  tbey  think  proper  to  turn  ProteflantSy 
ought  to  be  excluded  from  all  ihofe  offices  aod  various 
branches  of  power :  am)  in  fome  degree  they  feem  to  be 
fupported  in  this  opinion  by  a  part  of  the  Governor's 
Commiifion ;  I  mean  that  part  which  enables  him  to 
call  and  eonftitute  a  general  aflembly  of  the  freeholders' 
and  planters  of  the  province;  for  it  is  there  exprefsly 
provided^  that  no  perfon  de&td  to  ferve  in  fuch  an  af- 
fembly  fhall  fit  and  vole  there  till  he  has  fubfcribed  the 
declaration  agaioft  Popery  prefcribed  by  the  Ilatute  25 
Car4  IL  which  would  cficctually  exclude  all  the  Cana- 
dian& 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  French  demand  a  tolc*  J°Jj^^ 
ration  al  the  Catholic  religion,  are  partly  the  resfon*  man-Ca- 
ablencfs  of  the  thing  itfelf,  ihey  beingalmoft  univerfally  ligion, 
of  that  religion,  and  partly  the  ftipulation  made  on 
thaibebdf  ia  the  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty 
of  peac^  and  which  is  exprcfledin  thefe  words.  '<  l]is 
5'  Britannic  Majefty  on  his  fide  agrees  to  grant  the  li- 
''  berty  of  the  Catholic  religion  to   the  inhabitants  of 
'*  Canada }  he  will  oonfequently  give  the  moll  effectuat 
*^  orders  that  his  new  Roman-Catholic  fubjects  may 
<'  pro£els  the  worfhip  of  their  religion^  according  to  the 
*'  rites  of  the  Romi(h  churdi,  as  far  as  the  laws  of 
^^  Great  Britain  permit*" 

Thefe  laft  words,  '*  as  far  as  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain  permit,"  render  ihe  whole  ftipulation  in  favour 
of  ihis  tcderation  very  doubtful;  for  it  may  reafonably 
be  contended,  that  the  laws  of  England  do  not  at  all 
permit'theexercife  of  the  Roman-Catbolic  religion. 

For  in  the  firft  place,  thefe  words  fceoi  to  refer  to  fome 
degreeoftolerationoftheRomaix-Catbo]icreligion,alrea- 
dy  a£tuaily/ubfi(lingin  foni<  partof  iheBritiflidominionSt 
and  by  virtue  of  thp  Jiawn  of  Grea  Britain;  and  if  f<v 
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tiiey  convey  ho  right  to  any  toleration  at  all^  beCitafe 
too  degree  oF  toleration  of  that  religion  is  already 
adually  allowed  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  in  any 
part  of  the  Britifli  dominions. 

adly,  Suppofing  thtfe  words  not  to  rrfer  to  any  tolc^ 
ration  of  the  Catholic  religion  now  adually  fubfifting 
by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britiuti,  but  to  meazi 
only  fuch  a  degree  df  toleratibn  as  (thbugh  it  does  not 
adually  fubfift  in  any  of  iht  Britifli  dominions  by  virtue 
of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  yet)  may  fubfift  without 
a  breach  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  yet  ftill  ther^ 
will  be  great  reafon  to  think  that'  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain  do  not  permit  this  toleration  in  any  degree. 
For  in  the  firft  place,  the  ftatute  of  ]  Eliz.  Cap.  i.  for  re* 
ftoring  the  fupremacy  in  ecclefiaftical  matters  to  th^ 
Crown,  exprefsly  extends  to  all  the  Queen's  future  do^ 
minions,  as  well  as  to  thofe  belonging  to  the  Crown  at 
the  time  of  making  the  &&.  The  words  of  the  l5tb 
fedion  are  as  follows :  <'  Be  it  enacted^  &c  that  n6 
'<  foreign  prince,  perfon,  prelate,  &c.  fpiritual  or  tem« 
«*  poral,  (hall  at  any  time  hereafter  ufe,  or  eieercife,  any 
*^  mannerof  power  of  jurirdiflion,  l^piiritual  or  Ecclefi- 
*'  aftical,  within  this  realm,  or  within  any  other  you^ 
*'  Majefly^s  dominions,  or  countries,  that  now  be,  or 
**  htreafttr  shall  be,  but  ihall  be  clearly  aboliflied  out  of 
**  this  realm,  and  all  other  your  h^hnefs's  dotninions 
^*  for  ever,**  And  in  the  next  fedion,  all  this  ecclefi^ 
aftical  jurifdi&ion,  or  fupremacy,  is  united  and  annexed 
for  ever  to  the  Crown.  It  is  clear  therefore  that  the 
King  is,  by  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  fupremebead  of 
the  church  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  as  well  as  in 
England  itfelf.  Now  it  is  the  very  eflence  of  Popery» 
that  the  Pope,  and  not  the  King,  is  fupreme  in  all  fpi« 
ritual  matters^    Confe^uently  this  cflentjal  artiete  of 
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]Popery  cannot,  by  virtue  of  the  ftipalation  hi  thi<  defint-' 
live. treaty,  be  tolerated}  but  ail  appeals  to  the  Pope^ 
all  exercifes  of  eocleflaftical  authority  in  Quebec,  by  the; 
I\»pe,  or  his  legates,  or  any  other  perfon  commiffioned 
by  him,  all  nominations  to  benefices,  or  to  the  bi(hop-< 
rick  of  the  province,  (which  is  a  power  the  Pope  has 
hitherto  exercifcd,  at  leaft  fofaras  to  approve  the  biOiop 
before  he  entered  upon  the  fun Aions  of  bis  office)  maft 
now  be  illegal  and  void* 

But  this  9&  goes  a  great  deal  further ;  for  it  requires 
all.  ecdefiaftical  perfons  whatfoever,  and  likewife  all 
laypperfons  holding  temporal  offices,  or  employed  in 
tbefervice  of  the  Crown,  and  likewife  all  perfons  hold-* 
ing  lands  of  the  Crown,  and  doing  homage  for  them,  to 
take  the  oath  of  fupremacy  to  the  Queen,  or  htr  firc- 
ceflors,  under  pain  of  lofing  their  benefices,  or  tempos 
ral  offices,  &c.  and  this  not  only  in  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land, but  in  any  of  the  Queen's  highnefs's  dominions. 
So  that  by  this  part  of  the  aA,  aij  the  Canadian  clergy, 
and  a  great  part  of  the  laiety,  might  be  req«iired  to  lake 
the  oath  of  fupremacy,  which  it  is  well  known  the  moft 
moderate  Catholics  cannot  take,  it  being  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  article  of  their  religion  ;  for  thediffisrence 
between  the  moderate  Catholics  and  the  more  furious 
and  zealous  PapiAs,  who  are  n)ofily  guided  by  the  Je- 
fuits,  confifts  principally  in  this  circumfiance,  that 
the  latter  afcribe  to  the  Pope  an  unjimiied  power  iti 
temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  matters,  and  affirm  that 
be  may  depofe  kings,  and  abfotve  fubjeds  from  their 
allcgtance,  and  do  other  the  like  extravagant  mifchiefsj 
whereas  the  former  deny  bis  temporal,  and  acknowledge 
only  his  fpiritual  fupremacy. 

It  is  true  indeed,  this  oath  of  Supremacy  is  taken 
awayby the  (latitte  of  1  Will. cap.  8.  But  another  (horter 
oath  of  Supremacy,  containing  a  mere  denial  of-ih^ 
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Spiritual,  or  Ecclefiaftical  power  df  ibePo(M^  or  $nf 
odier  foreiga  Prince,  and  which  is  therefore  tqfxaily 
contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  all  Roman^Catholics,  is 
appointed  to  be  taken  in  ita  (lead,  and  by  the  fame 
perfons,  and  under  the  fame  penalties,  as  before. 
.  It  appears  therefore,  from  the  ftatute  of  1  Elix.  cof. 
u.  alone,  without  confidering  any  other  of  the  laws 
againft  Popery,  that  the  exercife  of  the  Popifli  religion 
cannot  be  tolerated  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  confift* 
ently  with  the  laws  of  England ;  and  confequently  that 
it  cannot  be  tolerated  there  at  all  by  virtue  of  the  ftipu* 
lation  of  the  definitive  treaty  above-mentioned,  becaufe 
that  ftipulation  has  an  exprefs  reference  to  the  laws  of 
England. 

Further  by  the  next  aft  in  the  ftatute*book,  or  ftat* 
1  Eliz.  cap.  ii.  for  the  uniformity  of  common*prayer 
and  fervice,  it  is  enaScd,  *^  That  every  minifter  of  .a 
*^  parifli-churcb,  &c.  within  this  realm  of  England, 
<<  Wales,  and  marches  of  the  fame,  or  other  the  Queen*s 
'*  dominions^  (hall  be  bound  to  ufe  the  book  of  com- 
''  mon-prayer,  and  fliall  ufe  no  other  fervice,  under 
'^  pain  of  incurring  certain  heavy  penalties.'' 

Sy  this  ad,  the  mafs  is  prohibited  in  all  parifli- 
phurchcs  in  all  her  Majefiy's  dominions. 

This  aA  does  not  indeed  fay  exprefsly,  as  the  former 
does,  that  it  (hall  extend  to  all  her  Majefiy's  dominions 
that  hereafter  (hall  be,  as  well  a$  thofe  that  at  prefent 
are,  belonging  to  the  Crown  of  England.  But  there 
is  reafon  to  believe  it  meant  fo ;  or  at  leafi  there  is  room 
for  doubt.  And,  if  it  does  mean  fo,  the  mafsispnrfii- 
bited  by  it  in  the  province  of  Quebec. 

Upon  thefe  rcafons  we  may  conclude,  that  the  exer- 
cife of  the  Catholic  religion  cannot,  confidently  with 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  be  tolerated  in  the  province 
of  Quebec. 
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Yet  that  it  fhould  be  tolerated  is  furcly  very  reafona^ 
ble,  and  to  be  wrfbed  by  all  lovers  of  Peace  and  Juftice 
and  Liberty  of  confcience. 

By  what  authority  then  ihall  it  be  tolerated  ?  thfs  is 
the  only  queftion  that  remains.  Shall  the  King  alone 
undertake  to  tolerate  it  ?  will  it  be  advifeable  that  ho 
Ihould  exercife^  though  for  fo  good  an  end^  a  power  of 
drfpenfing  with  the  laws  ?  will  it  not  give  room  to  a 
thoofand  cenfures  and  odious  reflexions  and  compari- 
fons .?  The  authority  of  Parliament  feems  to  be  a  much 
fafer  foundation  to  eftablifh  this  meafure  upon,  in  a 
manner  which  neither  the  new  Englifli  inhabitants  of 
the  proTince  can  conleft,  nor  the  French  Catholics 
fuTpeA  to  be  inadequate. 

The  next  great  difficulty  that  occurs,  is  the  fettle*  scttlemciik 
ment  of  the  laws,  by  which  the  province  of  Quebec  of  the 
is  for  the  future  to  be  governed.    The  law  upon  this 
fubjeft  feems  to  be  this ;  1  ft,  That  the  laws  of  the  con-? 
quered  continue  in  force  till  the  will  of  the  conqueror 
is  declared  to  the  contrary;  this  follows  from  the  ne« 
ceffity  of  the  cafe,  fioce  otherwife  the  conquered  pro- 
vinces would  be  governed  by  no  laws   at  alK    2dly, 
That  after  the  declaration  of  the  will  of  the  conqueror 
the  conquered  are  to  be  governed  by  ftich  laws  as  the 
conqueror  (ball  think  fit  to  impofe,  whether  thofe  are 
the  old  laws  by  which  they  have  been  governed  before, 
or  the  laws  by  which  the  conquerors  arc  governed  them- 
felves,  or  partly  one,  and  partly  the  other,  or  a  new 
fet  of  laws  different  from  both.    3dly,  That  by  the 
fonqueror  is  to  be  underftood   the  conquering  nation^ 
that  is,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the  Britifh  nation ;  that 
confcquently  by  ibe  will  of  tbc  conqueror  is  to  be  un- 
derftood the  will  of  ibt  British  nation,  which  in  alt 
matters  relating  to  legiflation  is  exprcQcd  by  the  King 
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and  Parliament^  as  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  exccu« 
tive  power  it  is  exprefTed  hy  the  king  alone;  that 
therefore  the  Parliament  only  have  a  power  to  make 
laws  for  the  province  of  Quebec,  or  to  introduce  any 
part  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  there,  or  to  delegate  ^ 
(iuch  a  power  of  making  or  introducing  laws  to  ai|y 
other  hands^  notwithftanding  it  may  happen  that  in 
fad  fuch  a  power  may  inadvertently  faaye.been  delcga, 
ted  to  the  governor  and  council  of  the  province  by  a 
private  Infirufiion  of  the  King  alone.  For,  if  the  con* 
trary  doftrine  were  true«  that  the  King  alone  had  the 
whole  legiflative  power  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  it 
would  follow,  that  not  only  all  the  conquered  Cana* 
dians,  but  all  the  new  Epglifh  &tt1ert  there,  would  bCf 
come  slave f^  or  fubject  to  aa  abfolute  and  arbitrary 
government,  the  moment  they  fet  their  foot  there* 
The  King  might  introduce  the  fevereft  laws,  and  mod 
cruel  punifiiments,  the  inquifition,   the  rack,  and  the 
wheel,  and  might  make  all  his  fubjefts  there,  both  old 
and  new,  tenants  at  will  of  their  lands  and  other  pro* 
perty,  and  tax   them   in  any  degree  whenfoever  he 
thought  fit.     He  might  keep  a  Handing  army  there, 
without  confent  of  Parliament,  and  raife  money  to  pay 
them  by  his  own  authority;  and  with  fuchanarmy,  a 
prince  of  James  lid's,  difpofition,  might  opprefs  the  li* 
berties  of  the  other  adjoining  colonies,  or  even  of  Great 
Britain  itfelf.    Thcfe  are  dreadful  confequences,    but 
follow  clearly  from  fuch  a  do£lrine  j  for  which  reafox^ 
the  do£lrine  ilfelf  ought  not  to  be  maintained.    The 
other  opinion,  that  the  conquered  people,  when  once 
ceded  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  are  thereby  adr 
niitted  to  be  Britiib  fubje&s,  and  immediately  intitled 
to  participate  of  the  liberties  of  other  Britifli .  fubjeds,^ 
and  are  therefore  to  be  governed  according  to  the  nile% 
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the  Limited  Monarchy  of  Great  Britain,  by  which  tke 
•xecutive  power  is  vcfted  folely  in  the  King,  but  th0 
power  of  making  laws  and  raifing  taxes  in  the  King 
and  Parliament^  is  a  much  fafer  and  more  reafonable 
opinion. 

It  is  therefore  to  be  wiflied,  that  an  aft  of  Parliament 
might  be  obtained  that  at  once  declared  what  laws 
ihould  take  plac^in  the  province  of  Quebec,  whether 
the  laws  of  the  conquered,,  or  the  laws  of  Great  Briuioj 
or  fome  of  the  laws  of  the  conqoered,  and  some  of  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain ;  or  whether  any  other  laws  (hodd 
be  introduced  there,  more  peculiarly  fitted  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  province ;  and,  if  any,  then  what 
laws  (hould  be  fo  introduced :  Or,  if  this  detail  be 
thought  too  troublefome  for  the  Parliament  to  enter 
upon,  and  their  informations  concerning  the  ftate  of 
the  province  (hould  be  deemed  to  be  as  yet  too  imper- 
&&  to  enable  them  to  go  through  fuch  a  bufinefs  with 
propriety,  then  it  is  to  be  wiflied  that  an  aA  of  Parlia- 
ment may  be  obtained,  by  which  fuch  a  Iegi(lative 
power  of  making  laws  and  ordinances  for  the  good 
government  of  the  province  might  be  delegated  to.  the 
Governor  and  Council,  as  has  been  already  exercifed  by 
them  by  virtue  of  an  Infiruction  from  the  King  alone. 
By  fuch  a  delegated  parliamentary  authority,  they  may 
enquire  into  the  (late  of  the  Canadian  laws  and  cuftoms 
already  in  force  there,  and  may  revife  them  and  reduce 
them  into  writing,  and  ena6t  fuch  of  them  as  (hall  be 
found  beneficial  to  the  province^  and  fit  to  be  continued, 
and  may  introduce  fuch  parts  of  the  laws  of  England 
as  they  (liall  think  to  be  for  the  advantage  of  the 
province;  and  likewifc,  as  occafion  offers,  make  fuch 
other  new  laws  and  regulations  as  (liall  be  neceffary  fo? 
^be  good  government  of  it :  And  in  fo  doing  they  wiQ 
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IraTC  a  dae  regard  to  the  heads  of  adviee  (uggefted  by- 
Mr.  Attorney  Yorkc,  and  to  fuch  other  intrmations 
^nd  inftruAfonB  as  the  gox^emment  (hall  think  proper  to 
crnnmuntcate  to  them.  And,  left  this  legifiative  power 
Ihould  beabufed,or  injiidiciouflyexecuted, by  thcGover- 
noOT  and  Council,  there  might  be  a'claufe  in  the  aft  of 
Parliament  direfting  them  to  tranfmil  thefe  feveralLawa 
and  Ordinances  to  the  King  and  Privy/3ouncil  in  Eng- 
land, to  be  by  his  Majefty  ii>  Council  allowed  or  difal* 
lowed,  as  his  Majefty  fhall  fee  caufe.  Only  they  (hould 
be  in  force  till  difallowed,  and,  if  not  difallowed  within 
a  certain  time,  (as,  for  inftance,  two  years,)  they  (bould 
then  be  in  force  for  ever,  unlefs  repealed  by  aft  of  Par- 
liament. Laws  and  Ordinances  founded  on  fuch  a  par- 
liamentary anthority  will  eafily  find  obedience  from  the 
people,  which  it  is  to  be  feared  no  others  will ;  and  the 
Judges  of  the  province  will  carry  them  into  execution 
with  ten  times  as  much  fpirit  and  confidence  as  if  tbey 
were  doubtful  of  their  legal  validity. 

Suppofe  a  criminal  in  Canada  to  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  that  is  capital  by  the  h^$  of  England,  but  is 
not  fo  by  the  laws  of  Canada  that  have  hitherto  been 
received,  (a  fuppofition  that  is  no  way  difficult,  as  the 
criminal  law  of  England  abounds  with  capital  oflences) 
in  what  niamwr  {hall  fuch  a  man  be  puniflied,  unlefs 
there  is  a  parliamentary  declaration  determining  the 
punifliment  that  fhall  attend  his  crime;  Could  any 
lefler  authority  warrant  the  infli^ion  of  death  for  fuch 
a  crime  ?  Or  would  any  Judge  chufe,  though  he  flioMld 
be  fure  of  never  being  called  to  account  for  it,  to  pafs 
fuch  a  fentence  without  this  higheft^inthority  ?  But,  i. 
the  punifliments  of  crimes  be  fettled  by  authority  of 
Parliament,  whether  immediately  by  the  Parlianrent  it- 
fclf^  or  mediately  by  ordinances  made  by  the  Governor 
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txkd  Council  of  the  province^  by  virtue  of  a  legiflativii 
authority  comrauuicated  to  them  by  aft  of  Parliamenti 
the  judges  will  be  under  lio  other  difficulty  what  punifli- 
ments  to  iilflid  up6n  the  fevfcral  criminals  that  come 
before  them,  than  they  are  in  Great  Britain  itfelf. 

Some  pcrfonH  are  of  opinion,  that  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain  do  at  once  take  place  in  a  conquered  province, 
without  ally  aiithoritative  introduftion  of  them,  either 
by  the  King,  or  the  Parliament.  But  this  opinion  feems 
deftitute  of  foundation,  and  is  fufficientlv  refuted  by  the 
advice  of  the  learned  Mr.  Yorke^  His  Majcfty's  Attor- 
ney^iGenetal,  who  has  ad? ifed  that  the  Canadians  (hould 
bepermitted  toretain  their  ownLaws,  reUtingto  Inherit- 
ances and  the  Alienation  of  their  real  eftates^  which 
would  be  impoffible  without  an  aft  of  Parliament  for 
that  purpofe,  if  the  whole  fyftem  of  the  Laws  of  England 
did  ipso  facto  become  the  Law  of  the  province  upon  its 
being  coitqaered,  or  ceded  to  thegCrown.  Indeed,  the 
whole  fyftem  of  the  Laws  of  England,  taken  in  the 
grofs,  and  without  a  feleftion,  would  be  by  no  means 
9l  bleffing  to  the  Canadians.  The  game-laws,  the 
poor-laws,  the  fidions  and  fubtleties  in  various  forts  of 
a&ions  and  conveyances^  the  niceties  arifing  from  the 
dodrinc  of  ufesj  and  the  tedious  and  opefofe  inftru- 
ments  founded  on  them,  would  really  be  a  great  misfor- 
tune to  them ;  and,  from  their  novelty  and  ftrangenefs, 
would  be  thought  to  be  a  much  greater.  This  Do&rine 
therefore  of  the  inftant  validity  of  the  whole  mafs  of 
the  Laws  of  England  throughout  the  conquered  province 
cannot  be  true.  And  if  the  whole  fyftem  of  thofe  laws 
is  not  valid  there,  then  certainly  no  part  of  them  can 
be  fo.  For  if  they  are,  then  who  (ball  diftmguifli  which 
of  them  are  valid  there>  and  which  are  not? 

It  may  therefore  be  concluded,  as  at  firft,  that  none 
t  of 
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of  the  laws  of  England  arc  valid  in  the  conquered  pro- 
vince ipso  facto  by  virtue  of  the  conqueft»  or  cefiion, 
without  a  pofitive  introdu6tion  there  by  a  fuflicient  au- 
thority: and  thin  fuflScient  authority  feems,  for  the 
reafons  already  mentioned,  to  be  only  the  Pftdiament  of 
Great  Britain, 
Setilement  The  next  great  difficulty  that  calls  loudly  for  the  in- 
RcTenue*  terpofition  of  Parliament,  is  the  low  ftate  of  the  Revenue 
of  the  province  of  Quebeck*.  Under  the  French  govern- 
ment this  Revenue  amountedto  about  thirteenthoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  but  is  now  funk  to  lefs  than  three 
thoufand.  The  caufe  of  this  is  the  change  in  the  couffc 
of  trade  }  by  which  means  it  falls-out,  that  thofe  taxes 
which  formerly  pvoduced  the  principal  part  of  the  reve- 
nue, do  now,  though  dill  in  force,  produce  nothing  at  all. 
The  principal  of  thofe  taxes  was  a  duty  upon  French 
wines,  which  were  imported  there  from  old  France  in 
great  quantities.  Thisfingle  duty  produced  Soool.a  year; 
now  it  produces  nothing,  becaufe  no  wines  are  aUowed 
to  be  imported  there  from  old  France.  Nor  would  it 
be  replaced  by  an  increafe  of  the  confumption  of  Spa- 
nifli  or  Porluguefc  wines,  fuppofing  the  tax  might  be 
condrued  to  extend  to  thofe  wines ;  for  the  Canadians 
do  not  like  them,  and  will  not  drink  (hem.  From  a 
like  caufe,  another  duty  which  formerly  made  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  publick  revenue,  which  was  a  duty 
upon  French  brandies  imported  from  old  France^  and 
French  rums  imported  from  the  French  Well-India 
iflands,  now  prcxluces  nothing  at  all.  From  thefe 
caufes  the  Revenue  is  funk  fo  low  that  it  is  infufficient 
lo'defray  the  expencc  of  the  civil  government,  though 
theeftablifliment  of  it  is  fo  very  moderate.  It  is  there* 
fore  become  neceflary,  either  for  the  treafury  of  £ng* 
land  to  iQue  a  fuffitient  annual  fam  to  make  good  the 
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faliries  of  th^  tcveralOfScera  df  the  dovcrhnient,  or  thdt 
fomc  new  tax  (hould  be  impofed  upon  the  tnhabitanis, 
in  aid  of  thore  which  by  reafon  of  thefe  accidents  have 
failed,  fufficieni  for  all  the  purpofes  of  the  Government* 
Andifthislatter  meihod  (hould  beadopted^  itisprefumed 
that  the  authority  of  Parliament  will  be  the  proper  pow-> 
er  to  have  recourfe  to.  that  there  may  be  no  colour  or 
pretence  for  contefting  the  legality  of  the  taxes  fo  im- 
pofed. This  power  alfo  the  PaHiament  may  exertire^ 
either  immediately  itfelf  by  iitipofing  a  tax  upon  the 
province  of  Quebeck  this  very  feffion,  before  the  Parlia- 
ment tifes,  or  it  may  delegate  to  the^  Covernour  and 
Council  a  power  to  impofe  fuch  taxes  as  they  (hall  find 
nece(rary  for  the  fupport  of  the  Government,  fubjed^ 
as  above,  to  the  difallowance  of  the  King  and  Privy 
Council,  in  order  to  prevent  abu1es>  and  with  proper 
claufesof  ReftriSion  and  Appropriation  of  the  money  fo 
taifed^  in  order  to  prevenc  n  mifapplication  of  it,  either 
by  th^  OflBcersof  the  province,  or  at  home. 

If  the  Parliament  (hould  think  proper  itfelf  to  lay  a 
tax  upon  the  province.  Information  has  been  received 
from  perfons  well  acquainted  with  the  (late  and  trade 
oFthe  province,  that  Britifli  fpifits  would  be  the  com- 
modity that  could  beft  bear  a  duty,  and  would  produce 
the  bcft  revenue;  that  there  are  annually  Imported  into 
the  province  about  a  jo,ooo  gallons  of  thefc  fpirits^  and 
that  they  might  bear  a  duty  of  three-penec  a  gallon^ 
without  hurting  the  trade»  but  not  more ;  and  this 
would  produce  about  3000/.  n  ycara 

The  malicious  and  defperate  enemies  of  an  upri^t 
and  popular  Adminiftration,  may  perhaps  traduce  fuch 
A  meafufe  as  inconfiftentwith  their  late  indnl^nt  cozv- 
du£t  with  refpeA  to  the  other  American  colonics  in  the 
late  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a£l.  But  the  difference  of  the  ^ 
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c^fes  18  too  ftriktm;  to  make  such  a  calumny  in  the 

leaft  degree  formidable.    The  other  American  colonies 

.  kave  internal  legiflatures  of  their  own,  who  have  been 

-permHied^  ever  fince  their  fir(l.eftabliflim«nt9  to  be  the 

afleflbfs  of  all  their  internal  taxes ;  and,  a^they  bad  not 

•  abufed  thts^  privilege  with  which  they  had  been  fo  long 
indulged, — and  further,  as  their  exercifing  this  privilege 
feemedtobe  nowayprejudicial  to  the  mother-country,—^ 
it  feemed  to  have  been*  a  harfli  and  ungracious  raeafure 
io  the  Parlianentv  by  the  advice  of  the  late  miniftry,  to- 
revive  and  tmrt  a- dormant  and  inherent  right  of  taxing 
them;  which,  however,  the  whole  Parliament,excepting. 
a  very  ft^w  raembera  of  both  houfes,  have  highly  de- 
clared themfelves  to  be  poflefied-ot«  But  the  Cana- 
dians have  no  fuch'  internal  lcgi{lature,.no.  luch  ufoge  of 
taxing  themfelves  by  reprefentativcs  of  their  own  chuf- 
ing.  Unlefs,  therefore,  they  have  thefingular  privilege 
e(  not  being  liable  to  be  taxed  at  all,  thev  mull  be  liable 
to  be  taxed  either  by  the  King  alone,  or  by  the  King 
and  Parliament ;  and  the  milder  of  thefe  two  opinions 
IS,  that  they  are  taxable  by  the  King  and  Parliament. 
Tbofe  therefore  who  (bould  promote  the  taxing  them  by 
authority  of  Parliament,  woulda£l  like  the  truefl  friends 

'  to  civiMiberty,  and  with  the  fame  fpiritof  mildnefs 
and  moderation  that  conducted  them  in  the  repeal  of 

•  the  ftamp«a£)!. 

If  it  (hould  be  flaidy  that  the  province  of  Quebeck 
ought  to  have  an  Aflembly  in  the  fame  manner  a«  the 
other  American  colonies,  and  that  the  taxes  ought  td 
be  impofed  by  the  confent  of  fuch  an*  Affirmbly,  it  will 
be  fufficient  for  the  prefent  porpofe,  and  to  fiipport  the 
meaftire,  here  fuggefted,  of  taxingthem  by  authority  c»r 
Parliament,  to  anfwer,  that  as  yet  no  fuch  Aflembly 
j^)^^  has  been  conflitutcdr  and  till  an  aflembly  is  ereded, 
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^vliether  that  time  be  fliort  or  long,  the  fafeft  and  mild* 
ed  method  of  impofing  taxes  is  to  do  it  by  authority  of 
Parliament. 

As  to  the  erefting  an  AiTembly  in  that  province,  it  is  j^g^nJJL 
a  meafure  which  probably  will  not  for  fome  }*ears  lo 
come  be  found  expedient.  If  an  affembly  were  now  to 
be  condituiedy  and  the  diredions  in  the  Governoui^s 
Commiflion,  aboJtre  alluded  to,  were  to  be  obferved,  by 
whidi  none  of  the  members  eleSed  there  are  to  be  per- 
mitted to  fit  and  vote  in  the  Aflembly  till  they  have  fub- 
fcribed  the  declaration  againil  Popery,  it  would  amount 
to  an  exclufion  of  all  the  Canadians,  that  is,  of  the 
bulk  of  the  fettled  inhabitants  of  ttie  province.  An  Af- 
ftmbly  fo  conftituted,  might  pretend  to  be  a  reprefenta- 
•tive  of  the  people  there;  but  in  truth  it  would  be  a  re- 
pvefentative  of  only  the  600  new  Englifli  fettlers,  and 
an  inilmment  in  their  hands  of  domineering  over  the 
90,0:0  French.  Can  fuch  an  aflembly  be  thought  juft 
or  expedient,  or  likely  to  produce  harmony  and  friend, 
(hip  between  the  two  nations  ?  Surely  it  muft  ha^'C  a 
.contrary  effeA. 

Oti  the  oilier  liand,  it  might  be  dangerous  in  thcfc 
early  days  of  their  fubmiflion,  to  admit  the  Canadians 
themfelves  to  fo  great  a  degree  of  power.  Bigotted,  as 
they  arc,  to  the  Popifii  reHgion,  unacquainted  with, 
and  hitherto  prejudiced  againft,  the  laws  and  cuftomsof 
England,  they  would  be  very  unlikely  for  fome  years 
to  come,  to  promote  fuch  meafures  as  (hould  gradua(Hy 
introduce  the  Proteftaot  religion,  the  ufe  erf  ihe  Englidi 
language,  or  the  fpirit  of  the  Britifti  laws.  It  is  more 
probable  they  would  check  all  fuch  endeavours,  and 
quarrel  with  the  Govcrnour  and  Council,  or  with  the 
Jlnglifli  membci  s  of  the  AffcmWy,  for  promoting  them. 
Add  Jto  this,  thai  ihcy  are  altnoft  univcrfalfy  ignoranrt 
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of  the  Englifh  language^  fo  as  to  be  abfolutely  incapa- 
ble of  debating  in  it,  aqd  confequently  muft,  itfucli 
an  AfTembly  were  ereded,  carry-on  th^  bufinefsof  it  in 
the  French  language;  which  would  tend  to  perpetuate 
that  language,  and  with  it  their  prgudices  and  aflec- 
tion$  to  tb^ir  former  maft^rs,  and  poftpone  to  a  very 
diilant  time,  perhaps  for  ever,  that  coalition  of  the  two 
nations,  or  the  melting-down  the  French  riation  intq 
the  Englifb  in  point  of  language,  afledions,  religion^ 
and  laws,  which  is  fo  much  to  be  wi(hed-for«  an4 
which  otherwife  a  generation  or  twq  may  perhaps  cfTed, 
if  proper  meafures  are  taken  for  that  purpofe.  An4 
further,  it  may  be  obfLTved,  that  the  Canadians  them- 
feWes  do  not  de(ire  an  AfTembly,  but  a^re  contented  to 
be  protefled  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  religion,  liber- 
ties, and  properties^  under  the  adminidration  of  h\% 
Majefty's  Governour  and  Council.  "If,  to  give  a  proper 
inability  tp  this  mode  of  government,  it  is  carried-^n  by 
authority  of  Parliament,  aqd  is  properly  fuperintended, 
(as  no  doubt  it  will  be,)  by  thewifdom  of  his  KJajeft)*'^ 
PrivvrCouncil,  they  will  think  themfclves  extremely 
happy  under  it.  The  perfons  who  moft  defire  the  im- 
mediate conflitution  of  an  AjOTemblyi  ^re  fome  of  the 
fix  hundred  EngUOi  adventurers,  who  probably  are  am- 
bitious of  difplaying  their  parts  and  eloquence  in  the 
characters  of  leading  Aflembly-mtrn. 

But,  if  an  AfTembly  is  to  be  conflituted,  even  this  too 
bad  better  be  done  by  ad  of  Parliament  than  by  the 
lying's  fingle  authority,  as  it  is  no  lefs  than  fevering 
frpm  the  general  body  of  his  Majcfly's  dominions  a 
particular  part  of  them,  with  refped  to  the  purpofcs  of 
making  laws  and  impofing  taxes.  Could  the  King,  if 
bethought  proper^  and  a  particular  County  of  England 
yru  to  dcfire  it  of  him,  fever  that  County  from  the 
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reft  of  Engliiid,  and  no  longer  firnimon  any  of  its 
members  lo  Parliament,  but,  inftcad  thereof,  conftitute 
aliulc  Parliament  in  tba  County  itfelf,that  (houkl  make 
laws  and  lay  taxes  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  (ingle 
Coimty }  It  is  prefumed  that  he  could  not:  and  the  . 
ereAing  an  Allcmbly  in  a  conquered  province  is  an  aft 
of  much  the  fame  nature.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  fome 
of  the  American  Charters  and  Aileniblies  owe  their  rirc 
tu  this  authority :  but  thi»  was  in  the  reigns  of  the 
Stuarts,  who  were  fond  of  extending  their  Preroga- 
tive; and,  on  account  of  the  ineonfiderablenefs  of  the 
colonies  at  that  time,  thefe  things  were  then  unnoticed; 
fo  that  they  4I0  not  prove  the  flrict  legality  of  the  prac- 
tice. Since  that  timethefc  Charters  have  been  put  in 
praftice  by  the  Colonies,  and  acquiefced-m  by  the 
mother-country,  and  in  ron>e  meafure  recognised  in 
Parliament ;  and  this  ufage,  acquiefcence,  and  recog- 
njtion,  are  in  truih  their  beft  fupport. 

But,  if  an  AiTembly  is  tobeconAituted,  in  which  the 
Catholicksor  Canadians  are  to  be  admitted,  (as  injuft- 
ice  and  reafon  they  ought  to  be,  if  any  aflembly  at  all 
is  to  be  erefted)  the  authority  of  Parliament  feems  to 
be  flill  more  neceflary  to  give  validity  to  fuch  a  meafure* 

For  the  reafohs  that  have  been  juft  now  mentioned, 
it  feems  evident  that  the  meafure  of  erefting  an  Aflem- 
biy  in  the  province  of  Qucbeck  isfomewhat  premature. 
How  foon  it  will  became  expedient  aiul  proper.  Expe- 
dience oaly  can  (hew.  But  in  the  mean  time,  however 
iboTt  that  time  may  be,  it  feexns  neceflary  to  have  re- 
courfe  io  the  authority  of  Parliament  for  iettling  th^ 
government  of  the  province,  apd  removing  the  difficul- 
ties that  obftruA  that  fcttlement  in  the  three  great  arti« 
cles  of  Religion,  Law,  and  Hevenue.  It  is  therefore 
the  humble  re<jueftof  ,«11  the  geotlemen  )Kho  have  lately 
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appointed  to  thcprincipat  Offices  in  the  government  of 
Quebeck,  to  his  Majefty's  Minifters  of  State^  that  they 
would  ufe  their  influence  and  endeavours  to  procure 
fuch  an  a&  of  Parliament  as  they  (hall,  upon  the  whole 
inatter,  think  to  be  neceflary,  to  remove  the  difficulties 
that  have  been  ftated^  and  to  enable  the  faid  gentlemen 
to  adminifter  the  government  of  that  province  in  their 
feveral  departments,  with  fecurity  to  ihemfelvetj  and 
advantage  to  the  province. 
Signed, 
Perhaps  an  ad  of  Parliament  to  the  following  pur« 
port  might  anfwer  the  intended  purppfes. 


A  (ketch  of  an  a&  of  parliament  fpr  tolerating  the  Rq- 
manrCatholick  religion  in  the  provinceof  Qucbeck, 
and  for  encouraging  and  introducing  the  Proteflant 
religion  into  the  faid  province,  and  for  feitling  the 
Laws,  and  augmenting  the  publick  Revenue  of  the 
fame. 

CHAP.   I. 

Concirniugtbe  Toleration  of  the  Roman^Catbolici  M^li-i 
gim. 

Wheeeas  it  has  been  humbly  reprefented  to  the 
King's  Mod  Excellent  Majefly,  by  His  loyal  and  faith- 
fill  fubje£b,  the  French  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 
Quebeck/  that  they  are,  for  the  mod  part,  members  of 
the  church  of  Rom^,  and  are,  from  motives  of  confci- 
ence,  moft  earneflly  defirou9  of  a  permiffion  to  continue 
in  the  fame  church,  and  to  worfhip  the  Supreme  Being 
according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  thereby  prefcribedj 
aQd  have  alledged  that  they  conceive  therofelvei^  to  have 
fbm^  ^eafonable  claim  to  (uch  permiffion  and  indulge 
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mcC)  not  only  from  the  innate  goodnefs  and  clemency 
of  bia  Majefty'a  difpofition^  which  inclines  bim  at  all 
tioiea  to  (hew  himrelf  a  tender  father  of  all  his  people, 
4nd  the  generofity,  which  always  annates  the  Parlia^ 
ipent  of  Great  Britain^  to  co-operate  with  bis  Majefty 
in  all  fucb  his  gracious  purpofes,  but  from  a  Qipulatioi^ 
made  in  this  behalf  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  laft  de. 
finitive  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Paris,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  fev^q  hundred  2|nd  (ixty-three 
which  ia  contained  in  thcfe  words :  *^  His  Britannic 
^'  Majefty,  on  his  fide,  agrees  to  grant  the  libfrrty  of  the 
^'  Catholick  religion  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada.  He 
^  will  confequenily  give  the  moil  efTedlual  orders  that 
^^  bia  new  Roman-Catholick  fubjeds  may  profeft  the 
^^  woHhip  of  their  religion,  according  to  the  rites  of  the 
^*  Romi(h  churcbj  as  far  as  the  laws  of  Great  Britain 
f'  permit."  And  whereas  certain  doubts  have  arifen, 
and  may  arife,  whether  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  will 
permit  the  ej^ercife  of  the  RoraanrCatholick  religion  'm% 
any  degree,  even  in  the  renioteft  dominions  of  the 
Crown  of  Qreat  Britain:  and  whereas  His  Majeliy  and 
the  Britifli  Parliament  judge  it  to  be  reafonable  in  the 
prefent  cafe  to  grant  a  toleration  of  the  exercife  of  the 
faid  Roman -Catholick  religion  throughout  the  faid  pro- 
vinceofQuebeck,  both  on  account  of  the  almoil  univer- 
fal  prevalence  of  that  religion  among  tbe  French  inha« 
bitants  of  that  province,  and  the  ftipulation  in  that  be- 
half made  in  the  definitive  treaty  of  Paris,  as  it  above 
mentioned ;  yet  not  without  fuch  redridions  as  may 
prevent  the  ill  confequences  that  might  otherwife  follow 
from  fuch  indulgence :  IT  IS  1 HEREFORE  ENACT- 
ED,  by  his  faid  Moft  Gracious  Majefty,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
l^ral^  and  the  Commons,  inParliamentafTembledjthat^^^^^ 

it 
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man  Ca-     U  fliall  tnd  may  be  lawful  for  the  Curates  aiid  Vicars, 

lito!!*'^*''  and  other  priefts  belonging  to  the  feveral  parifhes  in  the 

Province  of  Quebeckj  to  celebrate  the  roafs,  and  to  ad- 

minifter  the  facraments  of  the  church  pf  Rome^  and  to 

perform  all  the  other  funAions  of  the  prieftly  office, 

according  to  the  riles  and  ceremonies  of  that  church  ; 

and  that  it  fhall  alfo  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  inhabitants 

of  the  faid  province  to  attend  the  mafs,  or  other  Roman- 

Cathulick  officer  of  religion,  without  any  hindrance  or 

moleftation  ;  any  law,  ftatutc,  or  cuftom,  of  England 

to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding. 

Semmarirs       And,  to  the  end  that  the  faid  Roman«Catholick  inha- 

cithoiTck"  ^•^^"^^of  ^^^  faidProvince  of  Quebeckroay  be  under  no 

prie&tf.       nec^flity,  or  temptation,  to  keep-up  a   correfpondence 

with  Old  France,  in  order  to  be  fupplied  with  Romtfn* 

Catholick   priefts  to  officiate  in   their  feveral   parifli- 

churches,  upon  the  feveral  vacancies  which  may  hap* 

pen  by  the  deaths  of  the  prefent  Incumbents,  IT  IS 

HEREBY  FURTHER  ENACTED,  that  it  fball  and 

may  be  lawful  for  the  Governour,orCommander  in  chiefs 

and  Council  of  the  faid  Province,  to  tolerate  and  licence 

by  an  ordinance  made  and  publifhed  for  that  purpofe, 

fuch  and  fo  many  of  the  Seminaries  already  eiiabiiflied 

in  the  faid  province  for  the  education  of  perfona  intended 

for  holy  orders  according  to  the  church  of  Rome,  at 

they  fliall  think  fuflkicnt  to  fupply  a  proper  number  of 

the  faidPopifti  priefts  for  the  ferviccoflhe  Roman*Ca- 

tholick  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province.   And  the  faid 

Governour,  or  Commander  in  chief,  and  Council  of  the 

faid  Province  fhall  have  power  by  new  Ordinances  to 

toleratcmore,  or  fewer,  of  tUefc Seminaries^  as  occafioa 

may  require. 

Romtn.         And,  to  the  end  that  the  perfons  that  dedicate  tliem« 

Jihop.^^    fcl ves  to  the  fcrvice  of  ifec  church,  according  lo  the  rites 

of 
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of  the  Romifli  religion,  may  be  enabled  to  receive  EpiCi 
copal  Ordination,  according  to  theforms  of  that  church 
without  going  to  Old  France,  or  any  other  Roman*Ca* 
tholick  countrf  of  Europe,  for  that  purpofc,  IT  IS 
HEREBY  FURTHEH  EiN'ACTED,  that  it  (ball  be 
lawful  for  His  Majedy  to  appoint  from  time  to  time, 
by  letters-patent  under  his  great  feal  of  Great  Britain, 
or  to  imppwertheGovernour,  orCommanderin  chief,of 
the  faid  Province,  to  appoint,  by  letters-patent  under 
the  feal  of  theProvince,  a  Bifhop,  or  Superintendant,  of 
the  Roman-Catholick  clergy  of  the  faid  province,  with 
fuch  reafonable  falar)»,  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  four 
hundred  pounds  fterling  a  year,  as  His  Majefty,  by  ihe 
advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  fliall  dirc6l,  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  faid  office  of  bifliop,  or  fuperintendant  of  the 
Roman-Catholick  clergy,  and  the  revenue  thereto  an* 
nexed,  during  his  Majelty's  plcafure. 

Alfoit  ishereby  provided,  thatthe  Governour,  or  Com-  Govemour 
mander  in  chief,  of  the  faid  Province  of  Quebeck,(liall  l^^t  S*" 
prefent  all  the  Roman-Calholick  priefts  to  the  feveral  ^*J*^^ 
parifli-churches,  whenever  they  become  vacant;  and  the 
Blfhop^  or  Superintendant,  (hall,  upon  fuch  prcfentation, 
inftitute  them  to  the  fame.  And  it  (hall  be  lawful  for 
the  faid  Governour,  or  Commander  in  chief,  to  prefent 
(o  the  faid  churches,  and  for  the  faid  bifhop  to  iiiftitute 
thereto,  anyof  the  Jefuits,  or  other  monjts,  now  belong- 
ing to  any  of  the  monaflpries,  or  religious  houfes,  in  the 
faid  province  of  Quebec.  But  no  other  Jefuits,  or  monks 
of  any  other  religious  onler  whatfoever,  hefides  thofe 
that  are  now  in  the  faid  province,  and  no  fecular 
priefts  whatfoever,  but  fuch  as  were,  or  fliall  hereafter 
l)e,  educated  in  the  Canadian  Seminaries,  (hall  be  capa- 
ble of  being  prefented,  or  inftituted,  to  any  of  the  faid 
pburches. 
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Alfo  It  15  hereby  further  provided,  that  the  Goveraour 
and  Council  fhall  have  power  to  regulate,  as  often  as  they 
think  proper,  by  Ordinances jmade  for  th^t  purpoftr,  the 
feveral  Seminaries  wlych  they  ihall  think  fit  to  tolerate 
and  licenfe,  as  aforefaid. 

AUb  it  is  further  provided,  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  for 
llieGovercMur  and  Council  to  prohibit,  or  reArain,  in  any 
manner  ihty  think  proper,  ibic  carrying-about  the  Hoil 
in  proceifion  through  the  (beets  and  publick  highways, 
by  an  Ordinance  made  and  publithed  for  that  purpofe^ 
and  to  confine  the  exercife  of  the  Romifh  religion  to 
churches  wi  private  houfes,  in  order  to  avoid  giving 
oflence  and  fcandal  to  the  Englifli  inhabitants  and 
Qihers  of  the  Protedant  religion. 

Alfo  it  is  further  ena&ed^  by  tbe  authority  aforefaid, 
that  it  (hall  and  may  be  lawful  for  tbe  aforefaid  Roman- 
Catholick  bifliop^  or  fuperintendant,  and  likewife  for 
all  the  Roman-Catholick  prie(l8,fo  as  aforcCiiid  tolerated 
in  the  faid  province,  to  enter  into  tbe  holy  date  of  ma* 
trimony,  if  they  iliall  fo  think  fit,  without  incurring 
any  damage,  cenfure,  or  difability,  ecclefiaftical  ojr 
temporal,  whatfoever;  any  canon,  rule,  law,  or  cuf- 
torn  of  the  Romi0i  church,  to  the  cpntrary  thereof  ia 
any  wife  notwithftanding.  And  the  children  ariling 
from  fuch  carriages  (ball  be,  and  be  deemed,  le^tti- 
piatf  to  all  intents  and  purpofes. 

And,  to  the  «nd  that  the  Roman-Catholic^  clergy 
that  are  hereby  jtolerated  n)jay  have  a  reafonabie  main* 
jtenance  fuit^ble  to  their  o^&ce  and  chara£ter|  IT  IS 
FURTHER  ENACTED,  that  the  fame  legal  profits 
and  dues,  whether  they  oe  glebe-lands  or  tithes,  or  of 
j^ny  other  kind  whatfoever,  tjiat  belonged  or  were  pay* 
able  to  the  Roman-CathoKck  priefts  of  the  feveral  pa- 
nicles ifi  the  time  of  the  French  government,  and  might 
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fhen  kave  been  lecovered  by  prooefs  of  law,  iiv  ai#fr 
Court  either  fpiritual  or  temporaf,  and  were  not  mere 
Toluntary  donations  oroblations,  (haR  dill  belong  to  the 
faid  Roman-Catholick  priefta,  and  be  paid  to  them  by  the 
Roman-CatholiekinhabitantsoftbeirrerpeAivepariflies, 
Mid  the  payment  of  them  by  iuch  Roman  Calholicka- 
fhall  be  enforced  by  procefs  of  law  in  the  Court  of  the 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  province^-by  fome  Htort  and  conve- 
nient fuit  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  by  the  Gover- 
nour  and  Council  of  the  province,  hy  an  Ordinance  made 
and  publifhed  by  theot  for  that  purpofe.  And,  in 
order  to  prevent  uiineceflary  dlfputes  concerning  theib 
profits  i^nd  d>ies,  the  (aid  Chief  Julfice  of  the  province 
/hall  enquire  by  the  oaths  of  twelve*,  or  more,  Canadian 
houfe-keepers  of  good  reputation  inevery  pari (h  through* 
out  the  province,  what  thofe  legal  profits  anti  payments 
were  ia  the  time  of  the  French  government,  and  (halt 
transmit  a  writtew  account  of  the  fame  to  the  Governour 
and  Council  of  the  province,  who  Aafl  thereupon  caufe 
them  to  be  printed.  And  two  copies  of^he  faid  printed 
Hfts  of  the  faid  profits  and  dues  (hall  be  preferved,  the 
one  among  the  records  of  the  Councit,  the  other  among 
the  recordr  of  the  Court  of  the  Chief  JuHice,  and  (hall 
be  deemed  authentick  evidence,  on  all  future  occafions 
of  the  dues  of  ihe  cfergy  in  the  feveral*  pariflies  of 
the  said  province. 

And  further,  wlicreas  it  can  be  in  no  degree  neccflfary  CoUcgiatv 
to  the  free  excrcife  of  the  Roman-Caiholick  religion  in  undrdigi' 
the  faid  province  of  Quebeck,  that  the  Cathedral  or  Col-  ""'^  **^"^** 
legiate-churches  of  deans  and  chapters,  or  the  religioua 
focieties  of  monks  and  nuns,  (hould  be  permitted  to 
continue,  and,  as  there  is-  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the 
continuance  of  them  might  prove  detrimental  and  bur- 
tbenibme  to  the  faid  province,^  IT  IS  THEREFORE 

HEREBY 
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ntAtBY  FURtHEIi  ENfACTED,  that  att  fdctt 
members  of  any  Cathedral  or  Collegiate  churches,  of 
religions  focieties,  a5  think  proper  to  depart  from  them 
and  reGgn  their  righlg  to  aiiy  profits  fro'm  them,  and 
vcafe  to  be  members  of  ihetti,  whether  they  be  Deans^ 
or  Prebendaries,  or  Canons,  or  other  members  of  any 
Cathedral  or  Collegiate  church,  or  monks,  or  nuns,  or 
other  members  of  any  religious  focieiy  or  nfionaftery^ 
fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to  depart  therefrom,  whenfoevcr 
they  ihink'fil :  atny  cuftom,  law,  or  flatuie  of  fuch 
Cathedral  or  Collegiate  church,  or  religious  focicty,  ot 
any  canon,  rule,  law,  or  cuftom  of*  the  Romifli  religion, 
to  the  contrary  hereof  in  anywife  nolwithtlanding. 

Alfo  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for  any  of  the  faid  Deans,  or 
Prebendaries,  or  Canons,  or  other  members,  of  any 
Cathedral  or  Collegiate  church  in  the  faid  proTince  of 
Quebeck,  and  for  any  Abbot  or  Prior,  Abbefs  or  Priorefs^ 
monk  or  nun,  or  any  other  member  of  any  monaftcry 
or  religions  house  in  the  faid  province,  to  enter  into  the 
holy  ftctc  of  matrimony,  if  they  fliall  think  fit  fo  to  do  j 
any  law,  canon,  or  cuftom  of  the  Romifti  religion  to 
the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.  And 
the  faid  marriages  (hall  be  valid,  and  the  ifllie  of  them 
legitimate,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever. 

All  fuch  of  the  faid  pcrfons  as  enter  into  the  holy 
flate  of  matrimony  ftiall  be  deemed  to  have  tlerehyde* 
parted  voluntarily  from  the  Cathedral,  or  Collegiate 
church,  monaftcry,  or  religious  houfe,  to  which  they 
belonged,  and  lo  have  renounced  all  their  connection 
ihercvviih,  and  all  their  right  to  any  profit  arifingfrom 
them. 

A^fo  it  is  hereby  pronded,  that  no  new  members  be 
ftdniitivd  hereafter  into  any  of  the  faid  Cathedral  or  Col- 
legiate churches  or  monafterics,  or  religious  boufes  j 

but 
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bat  that  thofe  who  are  there  alreadvy  and  dedre  to  con- 
tinue there,  be  permitted  fo  to  do  during  their  lives  ; 
and  that  after  the  death,  or  marriage,  or  voluntary  de- 
parture^ of  all  the  members  of  all  the  faid  Cathedrals  or 
Collegiate  churches,  monafteries,  or  religious  focieties^ 
their  houfes^  lands,  revenues^  and  goods  of  every  kind» 
moveable  and  immoveable,  (hall  be  taken  into  the 
King's  hands,  and  make  part  of  the  publick  revenue  of 
the  Province;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  (lipends 
of  fuch  members  of  the  faid  Cathedral  or  Collegiate 
churches,  monafteries,  or  religious  houfes,  as  either  die, 
ormarry,  or  voluntary  depart  from  the  faid  churches  or 
religious  houfes>  (hall  not  accrue  to  thefurvivingorre* 
maining  members  of  the  faid  focieties,  but  fliall  be  im- 
mediately taken  into  the  King's  hand$,  and  make  a  part 
^the  skid  publick  revenue  of  the  Province. 

Alfo,  to  the  end  that  the  Roman-Catholick  inhabit-  Liberty  to 
ants  of  the  faid  province  may,  by  the  free  excrcife  of  {joiy 
their  reafon,  and  the  light  of  the  holy  gofpel,  be  con-  Scnpturcf. 
verted  from  the  errors  and  fuperftitrons  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  to  the  profclHon  of  the  true  Proteitant  religion; 
IT  IS  HEREBY  FURTHER  ENACTED,  that  it  (hall 
be  lawful  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province, 
Roman -Catholicks  as  well  as  Proteftants,  to  read  the 
books  of  the  Old  and  New  TedajiKnt  in  the  French  or 
£ngli(h  language,  or  in  any  other  language  whatfoever, 
any  canon,  rule,  or  cuftom  of  iheRoraifli  religion,  to 
the  contrary  hereof  in  any  wife  notwtihftauding.  And 
no  priell  (hall  infli&any  ecclefiaftical  ccnfure,  or  pe- 
nance, upon  any  Roman-Catholick  inhabitnniof  thefaid 
province  for  fo  doing,  upon  pain  of  heing  icnprifoned 
for  a  year,  upon  an  indiflment  and  conviction  thereof 
beK)rethe  Chief  Juflice  of  the  province. 

And, 
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And,  whereas  there  is  great  reafon  to  hdpe^-  that,  by 
the  pious  examples  and  exhortations  of  perfons  fhaft 
projfefi  the  Chriftian  religion  in  greater  purity,  and  by 
the  free  perufal  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  mjany  of  ibe 
French  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province  that  now  profefs 
the  Roman-Catholick  religion,  maybe  converted  from 
the  ertor^  aftd  fUperftitions  thereof  to  the  belief  of  the 
xtue  Proteftant  rellgioh;  upon  which  raoft  defirable 
event  it  will  be  reafdnable  that  they  (hould  have  pfaces 
ofpiiblick  vvorfttip  torefoft-to,  and  nuitiftcrsofthe  Gof- 
pel  to  perform  divine  fervice  to  them,  and  that  fuch 
tninifters  fhduld  have  a  proper  rewsird  for  their  pious 
labours:  IT  IS  HEREBY  FURTHER  ENACTED 
that,  if,  lipdn  any  vacancy  of  a  parifli-chureh  by  the 
death  of  a  Roman  Caiholick  Incumbent,  a  fotifthpart^ 
or  morej  of  the  inhabitants  that  Kre  hourekeepera  in 
the  faid  parifh,  or,  in  cafe  ihatt  are  more  than  four- 
fcore  houfekecpers  in  the  faid  parifh,  if  twenty^  or  more, 
of  the  faid  houfckccpers,  (hall  prefent  a  petition  to' the 
Governour,  or  Commander  in  chief,  of  thefaid  province, 
fetting-forth  that  they  are  Proteftants,  and  that  they  arc 
defirous  to  have  a  ProteftaiU  minifter  among  them,  to 
perform  divine  fervice,  andexercife  all  the  functions  of 
the  miniflA'among  them,  and  praying  the  Goternour  to 
appoint  them  fuch  a  niinifter,  it  (hall  in  fuch  cafe  be 
lawful  for  the  faid  Governour, or  Commander  inchief^  of' 
the  faid  province^  to  iion>Jnatc  and  appoint  to  fuch  va- 
cant church,  a  P/oteftant  nnniftcr  of  the  Gofpel  by 
letters-patent  under  the  publick  fealof  the  province,  to 
hold  the  faid  office  of  a  Proteftant  minifter  of  the  Gofpel 
for  the  faid  parifli  during  his  natural  life,  ortillheOiall 
accept  fome  other  benefice,  which  (hall  inftantlymakehia 
appjinlmcnt  lo  the  former  benefice  void.     And  the  faid 
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Goy^noufjOrCommancIer  inchief,  (hallat  thefamctln^ 
prefent,  as  above inentiou«cl,  a  Roaian-Cath(}lick  prieft 
•  |0  the  fame  church  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cuihojick  inha-  . 
bitants  of  the  faid  pari(h.  And  all  the  tithes  and  uthqr 
dues  that  arc  to  be  pgid  by  the  Proteftant  irihabitants 
of  fuch  pari (hfli all  be  paid  by  them  to  the  faid  Proteft- 
ant  minilier,  and  fliall  be  recovered  by  him,  by  procefi 
of  law  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  might  have  been  re* 
<?overed  beforeby  the  Roman-Catholick  pried  of  the  faid 
parifli.  And  all  the  tithes  and  dues  that  are  to  be  paid 
by  the  Roman  Catholick  inhabitants  of  the  faid  parifli, 
Ihall  be  paid  to  the  Roman  Catholick  prieft  of  the  faid 
province.  And  the  glebe-lands,  and  other  profits  of 
'  the  chprch  that  do  not  arife  from  payments  of  any  kind 
made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  parifli,  fliall  be  di* 
vided  between  the  Roman-C(|iihoIick  prieft  and  the  Pro* 
teftant  minifter  of  the  faid  pariflij  in  proportion  to  the 
numbers  of  the  houfekcepcrs  that  profefs  the  Popifli 
and  Protcftant  religions,  at  the  time  of  filling-up  the 
vacancy  of  the  church  in  the  manner  hereby  prefcribed. 
And  this  divifion  of  the  profits  of  the  church  between 
the  Popifli  prieft  andiheProteftant  miniflerfliall  bemade 
bvvirtueof  anOrder  in  writing  from  the  faid  Govemour. 
or  Commander  in  chief,  made  fur  that  purpofe  under 
his  hand.  And  this  Order  of  the  Govcrnour,  or  Com- 
mander in  chief,  fliall  be  Rvk\  and  fliall  be  deemed  to 
kave  afcertuined  the  propo^on  ^this  divifion  beyond 
all  litigation.  And  upon  fuch  appointment  of  a  Protefl* 
ant  minifter  to  any  vacaQt  chur«;b,  though  a  Romifli 
prieft  be  prefented  thereto  at  the  fame  time,  all  relicks^ 
inrages,  pidures,  and  crucifixes,  and  other  fuperftitiops 
ornaments,  fliall  be  removed  from  the  Hiid  church,  in 
confequence  of  an  Order  to  be  made  by  the  Governour, 
or  Cpmmaiulef  in  chief,  for  that  purpofe,  ia  writing* 
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and  under  his  band.  But  they  may  be  kept  by.  the 
Roman-Calholick  prieft  of  the  faid  pariili^  in  fome  con- 
venient place  !o  be  provided  by  him  and  the  Roman- 
Cathulick  inhabitants  thereof  forthat  purpofe;  and  may 
be  brought  into,  and  placed  in,  the  faid  churchy  during 
the  tim^  of  divine  fervice,  as  often  as  occafion  fhall  re- 
quire, but  (hall  at  the  end  of  fuch  fervice  be  again  re- 
moved thereout.  And  (he  faid  Governour,  or  Com- 
mander in  chief,  may  caufehis  faid  order  to  be  inforccd 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  him  (hall  appear  moft  efleSual 
and  expedient. 

Alfo  It  is  hereby  further  enabled  that,  if,  upon  any 
vacancy  of  a  parifh-church  in  the  faid  province  by  the 
death  of  the  Popifli  prieft  thereof,  it  Ihall  appear  to  the 
Governour's8faiisfa£lion,thatthrce-fourih  parts^or  more, 
of  the  inhabitants  that  are  houfekeepers  in  the  faid  pa- 
rifli,  areProteftants,  he  (liall  not  prefetlt  any  Roman- 
Catholick  prieft  to  the  faid  church,  but  (hall  only  appoint 
a  Proteftant  minifter  thereto.     And  the  faid  Profeftant 
minifter  fliall  receive  and  enjoy  all  the  profits  of  the 
faidchurch.    And  in  this  cafe  the  Governour,  or  Com- 
mander in  chief,  of  the  (aid  province,  {hall  take  order 
"that  all   the  relicks,  images,  pidures,  and  crucifixes, 
and  other  fuperftitious  ornaments  of  fuch  church,  (hall 
be  removed  from  the  faid  church,  to  be   never  more 
fct-up  therein,  and  fliall  he  either  deflroyed  or  otherwife 
difpoftd-of,  as  the  faid  Governour  fliall  think  (ft. 
Alfo  it  is  hereby  Hin her  enabled,  that  all  the  Roman- 
ailcgiance     Catholick  priefts  now  in  the  poflefijon  of  any  churches 
bythclio-  in   the  faid  province^    fliall  take  the  following  oath  cf 
thohik*'    *  allegiance  to  his  Majifiy,  appointed  by  the   ftatule  of 
priwts.      •  I  Q^^^^  i^  ^^.gp^  ,2-  to  wit,  /*  I,  A.B.  do  fincerely  pro- 
*'  Uiife  and  fwear,  that  1  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true 
'/'  allegiance  to  his  MHJ<.riv  King  George.    So  help  me 
•  *      ■  «  God." 
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God.''  And  this  oath  ihey  (hall  take,  either. before  tho 
Governour  and  Council,  or  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  pro- 
vince, or  fuch  other  perfon  or  perfons  as  the  Governour 
and  Council  ihall,  by  an  ordinance  to  be  made  and 
publifbed  for  that  purpofe,  impovver  to  adminifter  the 
fame  unto  them.  And  upon  rcfufal  to  take  the  faid 
oath,  they  fhall  beinftamly  deprived  of  their  refpe£tive 
benefices  in  the  church,  and  (hall  be  incapable  ever  after 
of  being  prefented  to  any  benefices  in  the  faid  province^ 
And  the  Governour  (hall,  as  foon  as  conveniently  may 
be,  prefent  another  prieft  to  the  benefice  thereby  be-^ 
come  vacant. 

And  this  oath  the  Governour,  or  Commander  iti 
chief,  is  hereby  required  to  adminifter,  or  caufe  to  be 
adminiftered,  to  all  the  faid  priefts  with  all  convenient 
expedition. 

Alfo  the  aforefaid  Hotnan-Catholick  bi(hop,  or  fuper* 
intendant  of  the  clergy,  (Iiall  take  the  faid  oath  of  alle- 
giance before  he  can  exercife  any  of  the  fun£tionsof  the 
faid  office.  And  if  he  (hall  refufe  fo  to  do,  being  re- 
quired thereto  by  the  Governour,  he  (hall  thereby  lofe 
his  faid  office  of  bi(hop,  or  fuperintendant,  and  (hall 
be  incapable  ev^r  after  of  holding  that  office  or  any 
other  benefice  or  employment  in  the  church  during  his 
life. 

Alfo  all  the  Roman-Catholick  priefit  that  (hall  here-* 
after  be  prefented  to  any  of  the  churches  in  the  faid 
province,  fliall,  before  fuch  prefentation,  take  the  faid 
oath  of  allegiance.     Otherwife  their  prefentation  and. 
infiitution  to  any  of  the  faid  churches  (hall  be  void. 

Alfo  it  (liall  be  lawful  for  the  Governour,  or  Com- 
mander in  chief,  of  the  faid  province,  to  require  atl 
Deans  and  Prebendaries,  or  Canons,  or  other  members 
of  any  Cathedral  or  Collegiate  church,  and  likewife  all 
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fuperiors  af  any  feminaries^  and   all  Jefuits  or  othei 
monks^  or  other  nieinbers  of  ai>y  religious  houfe,  to 
take  the  faid  oath  of  Allegiance.     And  if  they  refufe 
fo  to  do^  their  places,    offices,  ^nd  profits  in  fucb 
churches  or  focieties,  fliall   immediately  be  void  and 
ceafe,  and  they  (hall  be  expelled  from  fuch  focieties. 
They  may       Alfo  it  (liall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Govemour^  or 
required  to  Commander  in   Chief,  to  require   the  faid  Bifliop,  or 
rem^'^^rlo*   Superintendant,  and  all  the  Roman-Catholtck  priefts 
jjowcrof     of  the  feveral  churches  in  the  faid  Province,  both  thofe 
°^  '    that  are  now  in  poflSrfliou   of  the  faid   churches,  and 
thofe  that  (hall  hereafter  be  prefented   to  them,  and 
Hkewife  all  the  deans  and  prebendaries,  or  canons,  or 
other  members  of  any  cathedral  or  collegiate  church, 
and  all  the  Jefuits  and  other  monks,  and  other  mem- 
bers of  religious   houfes  in   the  faid  Province,  to  take 
alfo  the  following  oath,  being  the  6rft  part  of  another 
oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  aforefaid  ftatute  of 
1  Geo.  I.  cap.  13.  to  wit,  "  f,  A.  B.  do  fwear,  that  I 
"  do  frooj  my  heart  abhor,  deteft,  and  abjure,  as  im- 
*^  pious  and  heretical,  that  danmable  do£lrine  and  po« 
**  (ition^  that  princes  excommunicated  or  deprived  by 
"  the  Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  fee  of  RomCj^  may 
*'  be  depofed  or   murdered  by  their  fiibjefts,  or  any 
"  other  whaifoever.     So   help  me  God."     And  thofe 
who,  being  required  to  lake  this  oath,  (hall  refufe  fo 
to  do,il>ali  incur  the  fame  penalties  as  have  been  above 
appointed  for  refufiug  to  take  the  aforefaid  oath  of  Alle- 
giance. 
No  appeals      Alfo  Tt  is   hereby  further  enabled,  that   no  appeal 
fuRoiiw.     ftalt  be  inade  in   any  matter  whaifoever,  fpirhual  or 
temporaJ,  arifing  in  the  faid  Province,  to  the  Pope  or 
Biiliop  of  Rome,  or  to  any  other  foreign  authority 
uhatfoever:  and  that  no  jwf  ifdiAion,  fpiritual  or  tem- 
poral. 
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f  oiml,  (hall  be  exereifecf  by  the  faid  Pope,  <wp  by  any 
of  his  legated,  or  by  flny  other  perfoiM  cotn/miffioned  by 
him  in  the  faid  Province  of  Quebeck,  under  any  pi^*- 
fence  whatfoever.  And  no  buNs,  or  difpenfations,  or 
inftrumentd  of  any  kind,  founded  on  the  duthority  of 
the  faid  Bilhopof  Rome,  or  on  any  o<!fier  foreign  lit- 
thwity  whatfoevtir,  fball  be  brought  into  the  faid  Prrt- 
vinoc.  And  whofocver  fljall  bring  into  the  f;*id  Prov'n'ice 
any  fnch  bulls,  difpenfations,  or  other  i^ftrumcnts, 
founded  on  fuch  foreign  auihorfty,  and  ^ihocvcr  ihaU 
exercife  in  the  faid  Provmc^  any  kgantini  or  other  au- 
thority derived  from  the  fal<J  Bifhop  of  Rome,  (hall, 
upon  indiftment  and  conviaron  thereof  before  the 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  Province,  be  piiniAied  by  confisca- 
tion of  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  and  imprifonment  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  Court,  and,  if  he  be  a  fecular 
prieft,  by  lofs  of  all  fuch  benefices  as  he  may  have  in 
the  church,  and  an  incapacity  of  holditig  any  c^'er  after,  <^*»"^hw 
And,  to  the  end  that  the  officers  of  the  civil  govern-  signed  for 
ment  of  the  faid  Province,  and  the  officers  and  foldiei^s  diatcuscof 
of  ^hc  army  that  are  quartered  there,  and  the  EnglUh  J*"*  ^~'"*' 
merchants  and  fettlers,  and  other  Protedant  inhabitants 
thereof,  may  be  immediately  accommodated  with  con- 
venient places  of  pubhck  worfhip,  IT  IS  HEREBY 
ENACTED,  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  Governour, 
or  Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  faid  Province,  to  caufe 
fuch  and  fo  many  of  the  churches  already  built  in  the 
faid  Province,  as  he  (hall  think  proper,  to  be  prepared 
for  the  ferviee  of  God  according  to  the  fimpltcity  of  the 
Pf6I^Rant  religion,  by  removing  out  of  them  all  relicks, 
im'^es,  pifiurcs,  and  crucifixes,  and  other  fuperfii- 
tions  ornaments,  and  to  order  divine  fervrce  to  be  pet- 
formed  therein  at  fuch  hours,  and  by  fuch  Proteflant 
tniuifters^  as  he  flia]!  think  proper  to  appoint*    And 
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the  Romiihprieft,  and  ot^er  Roman-Catholick  inhabitl 
ants  of  fuch  Parifhes,  may  at  other  hours  of  the  day 
not  interfering  with  ihofe  appointed  for  the  Proleflant 
fervice,  perform  and  attend  divine  fervice  tliere  accord- 
ing to  the  rites  of  the  Romifh  religion,  and  may  at  thofe 
times,  if  they^hink  proper,  replace  in  thefaid  cliurch- 
es  the  faid  images  and  other  church-ornaments,  to  con- 
tinue tberf  during  the  time  of  fuch  divine  fervice,  but 
no  longer ;  and,  after  fuch  fervice  is  ended,  they  (hall 
remove  them  to  fome  convenient  plac^  to  be  provided 
by  them  for  their  reception  and  prefervation. 
Governour      And  whereas  it  is  probable,  that  many  other  regula- 
Si  may**""  tions  may  be  found  neceflary  by  perfons  refiding  in  the 
thcr  reiro-    ^*^^  Province  of  Quebeck,  and  well  acquainted  with 
lations  oon-  the  ftate  thereof,  for  encouramng  and  introducing  the 
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lision.  Proteltant  rehgion  in  the  faid  Provmcc;  and  others  may 
become  neceflary  hereafter  as  occaflons  and  circum- 
ilancesshall  vary :  In  order  therefore  that  all  fuch  regula- 
tions may  bemadefrom  time  to  time  withdue  attention 
andexpediiion,  IT  IS  HEBEBYFURTHERENACT- 
|;D,  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  His  MajeRy's  Cover- 
nour,  or  Commander  in  Chief,  of  the  faid  Province  of 
Quebeck,  by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  Council  of 
the  faid  Province,  or  a  majority  thereof,  to  make  fuch 
laws  and  ordinance^  for  the  toleration  of  the  Roman«Ga- 
tbolick,  and  for  the  fettlement  and  encouragement  of  the 
Proteftant,  religion,  a^  to  them  (hall  feem  mod  fitted  for 
S^bject  to  thofe  pucpofes.  And  the  Ordinances  fo  made  (hall  be 
lowance'of  tranfmittcd  tp  His  Majefty  with  all  convenient  expedi- 
in Cftuncil.  ^'^^?  ^^^^  ^Y '^'^  ^^^^  Majefty  confidered  and  examined 
ip  his  Privy -Council,  and  to  be  ajlowed  or  djfallowed 
98,his  Majefty,  by  the  advice  of  his  faid  Council,  (hall  re* 
$olve.  And,  if  fuch  Ordmanccs  are  allowed  by  His 
J^ajeftv,  they  (hall  be  valid  Lawsuntil  they  are  repealec^ 
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by  Totnc  fubreqoeniaa  of  Parliament.'  Aittilf  fhi?y 
are  not  dirallowed  by  His  Majefiy  in  Council  whhin 
the  rpace  of  three  years,  they  {hall  likewire  be  valid 
laws  until  they  are  repealed  by  fome  fubfequent  suR  of  ^ 
Parliament.  And  further,  they  (liall  be  binding  from 
the  time  of  their  being  made  and  publiflied  in  the  Pro-* 
vince,  and  fhall  not  become  void,  in  cafe  of  a  difallow- 
ancey  till  the  arrival  of  fiich  difallowance  and  the  pnb« 
licatfon  of  it  by  the  Govcrnoiir. 


CHAP.  II. 


Concerning  iht  Settlement  of  the  Laws  in  the  said  Pfow 
vincc  o/'Qiiebcck. 

And  Whereas  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  wel- 
fare and  good  government  of  the  faid  Province  of  Que. 
beck,  that  a  fyftem  of  Laws  (hould  beeftabliflicd  therein* 
upon  a  folid  and  inconteflable  foundation ;  And  whereas 
it  may  not  be  convenient  to  impofe  upon  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  faid  Province  the  whole  body  of  the  Laws 
of  England  at  once,  and  thereby  intirely  overturn  all 
tbeLawsand  Cuiioms  by  which  the  French  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  province  have  hitherto  been  governed,  and. 
to  which  they  are  much  devoted,  nor  on  the  other 
hand  to  leave  all  the  faid  old  Laws  and  Cuftoms  of  tha 
faid  Province  in  their  full  force  without  any  alteration 
whaifq^vcr  j  IT  IS  THEREFORE  ENACTED,  by 
the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefiy,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  the  Commons  in  Parliament  aflembled,  that  it 
(hall  be  lawful  for  the  Governour,  or  Commander  in  covcmoor 
Chief,  of  the  faid  Province,  by  and  with  the  advice  "'',^^1""" 
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litre  pdwer  and  eonfeftt  of  the  Couilcit  of  xhtt  faid  Pfovlrtcfc,  or  fht 
Liwtfortfae  majority  thereofi  to  inquire'  iota,  revKe>  and  ^xainine 
'*"*^*'^-    the  Law!  and  cuftoms  that  have  heretofore  prevailed  ta 
(he  faid  Province,  and  to  ena£l  by  Ordinanoes  made 
and  publiibed  for  that  pufpofe,  fuch  of  the  faid  lawd 
and  cuftoms  ks  they  (h^U  judge  to  be  fit  to  be  conti^ 
nued,  and  to  make  fuch  alterations  and  itfortDationt 
thereof  as  they  (ball  think  rearonable,  and  to  introduce 
fuch  parts  of  the  Laws  of  England,  and  to  make  fach 
new  Laws  and  regulations,  as  they  (hall  judgf*  to  be 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
Province,    and   the  honour  of  the  crown   of  Great 
Britain. 
Subiect  to       And  to  the  end  that  this  great,  but  neccflnry,  power^^ 
lowanoe'of  thus  delegated  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
the  Kmg  in  faij  Governour  and  Council   of  the  faid  Province  of 
Qticbeck,  may  not  become  detrimental  to  the  faid  Pfo. 
viiKC  by  any  abufoyor  injudicious  exercKc,  thereof  by 
the  faid  Govemour  and  Council,  it  is  hereby  further 
provtdtd^  that  the  Ordinances  made  by  them  by  virtue 
thereof,  be  tranfmitted,  as  (bon  as  they  are  made,  to 
HitMajefly  in  Council,  in  order  to  be  ihefe  examined 
and  fully  confidered.  and  finally  allowed  or  difalloixed, 
as  His  Majefly,  with  the  advice  of  his  fatd  Council, 
ihall  think  fit.    But  they  {hall  be  binding  on  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province  from  the  tmie  they  are 
paflfed,  until  His  Majcfly's  difallowance  arrives  tti  the 
Province,  and  is  made  publick  by  the  Goverfiotir :  and 
if  they  are  not  difalloned  within  three  years,  they  (hall 
no  longer  be  fubjc£l  to  fuch  difallowance,  btrt  (ball 
continue  to  be  valid  Laws  until  thry  are  repealed  of 
altered  by  fome  fubfequcut  aA  of  Parliatnent, 

CHAP. 


361 

CflAP.   iir. 

CoHeermng  the  Putlkk  Revenue  of  the  Province  of 
Quebeck. 

And  w^e^eas  the  publick  Revenue  of  the  Province 
of  Quebeck  did  in  the  Time  of  the  French  government 
amount  ij  about  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  fterling  a 
year,  but  now  is  reduced  to  about  three  thoufand  pounds 
ficrling  a  year  by  various  caufes,  one  of  which  is  that 
fitice  the  conqucft  of  the  faid  Province  by  the  Britilh 
arms  no  French  wines  have  been  imported  into  the  faid 
I^roviuce  from  Old  France,  u  hich  in  the  time  of  the 
Fiench  government  ufed  to  be  imported  thither  in  fuch 
q'lantitie^,  that  the  duty  impoftd  and  levied   on  the 
faid  wincjiy  ufcd,  one  year  with  another,  to  amount  to 
no   Icfs  than  eight  thoufand  pounds  a  year;    And, 
^Ahereas  certain  doubts  and  difficulties  have  arifen^  and 
may  arife,  whether  certain  otlR-r  profits  of  the  Crown 
and  duties  on  various  kinds  of  goods  which  were  enjoy- 
ed by  the  Crown  of  France,  and  levied  and  paid  in  the 
time  of  the  F  ench  government,  (hould  ilill  of  right 
continue  and  belong  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain, 
and  be  levied  and  paid  as  heretofore  ;  And,  whereas,  if 
all  the  faiJ  profits  and  duties  were  fully  enjoyed  and 
paid  as  heretofore,  yet  (lill  the  publick  Revenue  of  the 
faid  Province  would  fall  very  fhort  of  v  hat  it  was  in  the 
time  of  the  French  government :  In  order  therefore  to 
remove  the  faid  doubts  and  difficulties,  and  likewife  to 
redore  the  publick  revenue  of  the  faid  Province  to  fuch 
a  condition  as  maybe  fufficient  for  defraying  in  a  pro- 
per  manner  the  expencc  of  the  Civil  Government  there- 
of, IT  is   LECLARED  AND  ENACTED  by  the 
JCir.|i^s  Mcfi  Excellent  Majefty,by  and  with  the  advice 

and 
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add  conrent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
the  Commons  in  Parliament  aflcmbled,  that  all  fuch 
The  profits  of  any  kind  whateircr  as  were  enjoyed   by  the 

Tixes  shall  Crown  of  France  at  the  lime  of  the  conqueft  of  thefaid 
ilnur"      Province  by  the  Britifli  arms,  fliall  now  belong,  and  of 
right  ought  to  belongs  to,  and  be  enjoyed  by,  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain,  and  that  all  fuch  duties  upon   any 
commodity  of  any  kind  exported  from,  or  imported  in- 
to, the  faid  Province,  as  were  levied  and  paid  to  the 
officers  of  the  Crown  of  France  at  the  time  of  the  faid 
conqueft,  (hall  now  be  levied  and  paid,  and  ought  of 
right  to  be  levied  and  paid,  to  the  officers  of  the  Crown 
And  anew  of  Great   Britain;  and  further,  that  a  duty  of  three- 
laid  ufs      pence  for  every  gallon  be  paid  upon  all  Britifh  fpirits  of 
pence  per    ^.y^ry  [^jnd  imported  into  the  faid  Province  either  from 

gallon  upon  '  * 

British  spi-  Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  or  the  Britifli  Weft-India 
iflands,  or  any  other  of  the  Britifli  dominions  whatfo- 
cver,  unlefs  it  fliall  be  found  and  adjudged  by  the  Go- 
vernourand  Council  of  the  faid  Province,  upon  a  carc- 
fiil  inquiry  and  perufal  of  the  edifts  or  ordinances  of 
the  French  King  whereby  the  feveral  duties  on  goods 
imported  into  the  faid  Province  were  impofed,  that 
Britifli  fpirits  imported  into  the  £aid  Province  were  lia- 
ble to  pay  a  duty  under  the  French  government;  and 
in  that  cafe  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province  fliall 
now  pay  the  fame  duty  as  they  were  liable  to  pay  under 
the  French  government  immediately  before  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  laft  war  between  the  two  Crowns  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  provided  that  the  said  duty 
does  not  exceed  three-pence  for  every  gallon;  and,  if  it 
does  exceed  three-pence  for  every  gallon,  they  fliall  pay 
only  three-pence  a  gallon  and  uo  more.  And  in  the  mean 
time,  and  till  it  is  declared  by  the  Govcmoun  ancl 
Ifouncil  what  the  duty  on  this  commodity  was  under 
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thcj?rerjch  government  at  the  faid  time  of  the  laft 
breach  between  the  two  nations^  the  faid  duty  of  three* 
pence  for  every  galjon  on  all  Britifh  fpirits  imported  in- 
to the  (aid  Province  (hall  be  paivl. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  enafled  and  provided,  that  PuWiclt 
it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  Governour,  or  Commander  in  be  issued 
Chief,  of  the  faid  Province,  by  and  with  the  advice  Ihe^Gowr!' 
and  confentof  his  Council,  and  according  to  Ordinances  "ouraiid 
to  be  by  them  made  and  publifhed  from  time  to  time 
for  that  purpofe,  to  iflTue  warrants  under  his  hand  to  the 
Receiver-general  of  the  publick  revenue  of  the  faid  Pro- 
vince to  pay  fuch  fums,  as. by  fuch  Ordinances  (hall  b^ 
appointed,  to  the  perfons  appointed  therein  to  receive 
the  fame,  for  purpofes  relating  t(^  the  government  and 
publick  welfare  of  the  Province;  fuch  as- building 
or  repairing  barracks  for  foldicrs,  building  or  repair- 
ing churches  for  the  ufe  of  the  Protcftant  inhabit- 
ants of  the  faid  Province,  affignipg  falaries,  or  other 
rewards,  to  fuch  Proteftant  minifters  as  labour  zealous- 
ly and  fuccefsfully  in  the  converGon  of  the  Roman-Ca« 
tholick  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Province  to  the  Proteftant 
religion,  and  eredingfchools  for  leaching  the  EngH(h 
language,  building  or  repairing  fortifications  or  other 
ufeful  publick  buildings,  widening  or  repairing  publick 
roads  and  highwayS|  and  the  like  ufeful  pprpofes  re^ 
lating  to  the  faid  Province  of  Quebeck.  But  it  (hall  in 
no  cafe  be  lawful  fqr  the  faid  Governour,  or  Comman- 
der in  Chief,  to  iCTu^  warrants  for  the  payment  of  ftny 
part  of  the  publick  Revenue  of  the  faid  Province,  nqr 
for  the  Receiver-general,  or  any  other  officer,  of  the 
Revenue  in  the  faid  Province  to  pay,  by  virtue  of  fuch 
warrant,  or  of  any  other  order  whatfocver,  any  part  of 
I  he  faid  publick  Revenue  of  the  Province,  to  any  perfon 
|}Qt  fefiding  iu  the  faid  Province,  nor  for  any  purpofe 

whatsoever 
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trtialfocvcrbtil  fuch  asfliall  be  exprejQTed  in  an  Ordinance 
of  ihtf  Governour  and  Council  made  and  publifhed  for 
that  purpiife,  excepting  only  the  falaries  and  fees  of 
the  Governour  and  other  civil  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment of  (he  faid  Province  aftually  rcfiding  in  the  faid 
Province. 
Ofdiiunccs    Alfo  it  is  further  enafted,  that  alf  Ordinances  of  every 

to  be  XEfi*  ,  . 

rdbyiiie  kind,  whether  for  iffuuig  money,  making  or  introduce 
^ho enact  '^g  '^ws,  or  any  other  pnrpofes  whatfoever,  fliall  be 
them.  figncd  by  the  Governour,  or  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  prefent  at 
the  time  of  making  thcnu  And  ihcfe  original  draughts 
of  the  ordinances  fo  figned  fliall  be  kept  among  tha 
records  of  the  Coundl. 


FINIS, 


The  foregoing  Trafl  and  Sketch  of  an  aft  of  Parlia- 
nier\t  were  drawn  up  by  me  at  the  defire  of  General 
Carleion,  (the  Lieutenant- Governour,)  and  Mr.  Hey, 
the  Chief  Juftice,  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck  ;  and  a 
few  copies  of  it  were  printed  for  the  infpeSion  of  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  Mr.  Dowdcfwell,  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer,)  and  General  Conway, 
(the  Secretary  of  State,)  and  Mr.  Charles  Yorke,  (the 
Attorney-General,)  and  Mr.  De  Grey,  (the  SoUicitor- 
General,)  and  others  of  his  Majefty's  fervants,  who 
were  likely  to  take  a  part  in  procuring  for  them  an  a£k 
of  Parliament  to  be  the  ground  of  their  proceedings  in 
the  Settlement  of  the  Government  of  that  Province,  if 
fuch  a  meafure  had  been  thought  advifeable.  But  no 
copies  of  it  were  publlflied,  or  fold.  Nor  had  either 
•  General 
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General  Carleton,  or  Mr.  Hey,  carefully  read  andeX' 
atninecl  every  elaufe  in  the  foregoing  (ketch  of  an  Ac  I 
of  Parliament  for  the  foregoing  purpofe,  and  given  a* 
deliberate  aflent  to  it ;  but  ihey  thought  that,  fuch  as 
it  was.  It  might  be  fuflicient  to  point-out  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  Minifters  the  feveral  important  fubjeels  ivhich 
they  wiflied  to  have  determined,  by  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  before  they  entered  upon  the  difcharge  of 
their  feveral  offices  in  the  Province  ;  and  the  MiniAers 
might  alter  and  modify  the  propofed  ikctch  of  an  AA 
of  Parliament  in  the  manner  they  thought  proper, 
before  they  brought  it  into  Parliament.  But  Mr. 
Yorke,  the  Attoniey^General,  was  not  inclined  to  bring 
the  fubjed  into  Parliament;  and  the  other  fervants 
of  the  Crown  adopted  his  opinion,  and  accordingly  no 
bill  of  the  kind  here  difcribed  was  brought  into  Par- 
iiament.  Tlie  reafons  for  their  refufal  to  employ  the 
Authority  of  Parliament  in  this  important  and  difficult 
bufinefs,  I  do  not  know :  but  i  conjefture  that  it 
might  be,  partly,  from  the  fear  of  engaging  in  violtrnC 
debates,  that  might  arife  from  the  fubjeft,  on  the  ex- 
tent of  the  Power  of  the  Crown  over  conquered  and 
ceded  territories,  and  the  efl'eS  of  the  mere  conqucft 
and  ceflion  of  them  as  to  the  continuance,  or  difrnn- 
tinuance,  of  the  old  Laws  that  had  prtvailcd  in  them 
before  the  conqueft,  and  the  right  of  intn^ducing  into 
rhem  either  all,  or  some,  of  the  laws  of  Eugldnd  ;  and, 
if  only  fome  of  them,  then  determining  which  fliould 
be  fo  introduced,  and  \\  hich  (hould  not, — and  as  to  what 
degree  of  indulgence  ought  to  be  fl^own  to  the  Roniau- 
Catholicks  in  the  faid  Province,  and  whether  the 
Popifli  religion  shonld  be  only  toUrnied  there,  by  per- 
mitting the  Roman*  Cat  hoi  icks  erf  the  Province  to 
attend  Mafa  and  all  the  Sacraments. and  Ceremonies  of 

the 
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the  Chufch  of  Kcnnc,  or  tn  enjoy  and  practice  ilii: 
wor/b'tp  prefcribed  by  thai  Religion,  (which  is  all  that 
is  granted  to  them  by  the  Capitulation  of  the  Province 
with  Sir  Jeffery  Amhcrdi  in  September^  I76O}  and 
by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  Prance  and  England^ 
concliided  at  Paris,  in  February,  176S,)  or  whether  the 
iaid  Popifli  religion  fliould  be  not  only  tolerated  in  the 
faid  Province^  but  ejiahljjbed  there,  by  giving  the 
fiomifh  Pricfts  that  officiate  in  the  Province  a  legal 
right  to  demand  their  tithes,  and  other  antient  dues^ 
by  Law,  and  to  sue  for  them  in  the  Courts  of  Ju (lice  ^ 
which  has  fince  been  ena^cd  by  ihe  Quebeck-act  of 
the  year  1 774,  though  it  had  been  aflted  by  the  French 
General,  the  Marquis  de  f^atiduuilj  in  the  Capitula- 
tion of  September,  iyOOf  but  refyfed  by  tl)e  wife  and 
cautious  EngliQi  General,  Sir  Jgfferj  Amherfl ; — ^and 
wHether  it  would  be  expedient  to  permit  a  Popifh 
French  Bifliop  to  go  into  the  Province,  though  the 
Province  had  done  without  one  for  fix  years,  or,  ever 
fince  ihe  Surrender  of  it  to  General  Amhcrd,  in  1 760 1 
the  former  French  Bifliop  having  died  a  little  before 
that  event ;  (all  which  fubjefts  might  have  afiurded 
matter  for  long  and  warm  debates  in  Parliament;) 
and,  partly,  from  an  opinion,  that  they  themfclves 
were  not  likely  to  continue  long  in  the  great  Offices 
they  then  held ;  which  opinion  was  but  too  well 
grounded,  as  they  were  removed  from  them  about 
three  months  after,  in  the  month  of  July,  1766. 
They  might,  alfo,  perhaps,  think  it  prudent  to 
obtain  more  accurate  informations  concerning  the 
fiate  of  the  Province,  in  various  important  points; 
fuch  as  the  number  of  Englifli  fettlers  there;  the 
number  of  the  French  or  Canadians,  and  their  inclina- 
tions and  qualities  ;  th^  number  of  tli^  PrieAs,  Monks, 

and 


367 

and  Nuns;  the  number  of  il^e  paridies  and  the  values  of 
the  tithes;  the  fize  and  values  of  the  feveral  Seigniories, 
and  the  annual  profits  of  them ;  and  many  other  fuch  in- 
terefting  particulars ;  before  they  drew-up  a  plan  to  be 
prefented  to  Parliament  for  fettling  their  Laws  and 
Government.  But  the  two  former  reafons  feem  fuIB- 
cient  to  account  for  their  unwillingnefs  at  that  time  tp 
bring  the  rubjeft  before  the  Parliament. 

Whoever  reads  the  foregoing  (ketch  of  an  Aft  of 
Parliament  with  attention,  cannot  fail  to  obfervc  that 
the  perfou  who  drew  it  up  was  dcfirous  of  introducing 
.by  gentle  means  the  Proteftant  religion  amongft  the 
French^  or  Canadian,  inhabitants  of  the  Province: 
and  he  may,  in  confequence^  be  fomewhat  furprized 
that  it  ihould  contain  a  claufe  for  permitting  a  koman- 
.Catholick  Bifliop  to  be  fent  into  the  Province,  atid  to 
exercife  his  Epifcopal  funftions  there;  which  fecms 
more  likely  to  prevent,  than  to  encourage,  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  Roman-Catholicks  from  Popery  to 
the  Proteftant  Religion.  To  remove  this  furprize,  I 
muft  inform  my  readers  that  I  found  that  a  refolution 
had  been  already  taken  by  his  Majefty's  Minifters  of 
that  time  to  permit  a  certain  Roman-Calhoiick  Prieft, 
who  had  long  refided  in  the  Province  of  Quebcck, 
(though  he  was  not  a  native  of  it,  but  of  the  Province 
of  Britany  in  Old  France,)  to  tome  from  Quebeck  to 
England,  in  the  winter  of  the  foregoing  year,  1765; 
and  to  go-over  to  the  Norjh  of  France,  in  the  month  of 
January,  or  February,  1766,  in  order  to  be  coafecrated  by 
»omc  Bifliops  in  France,  as  Bifliop  of  Quebcck  ;  which 
ceremony  of  Confecration  was  (as  I  was  told,),  per- 
formed at  the  City*  of  Amiens  in  Picardy.  And  it 
was  agreed  amongft  the  King's  Minifters  of  that  time, 
that  be  Ihould  be  permitted  to  return  to  Quebeck  in 

the 
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(he  fpring  of  the  lame  year,  1766,  to  exercife  his  Epif- 
copal  fundions  in  the  Province,  as  Bifliop  of  Quebeck. 
His  name  was  Olk/ier  Briandy  or  Oliver  Briand ;  and 
he  was  a  well-sized,  comely,  man,  of  about  60  years 
of  age,  of  eafy  and  agreeable  manners,  and  faid  to  be  a 
man  of  fober  and  regular  life^  and  unimpt'ached  morals. 
.And  he  accordingly  went  to  Quebeck  in  the  faid 
fpring  of  the  year  1766,  and  lived  there  many  years 
in  the  exercife  of  his  office  of  Bifliop  of  Quebeck ;  but, 
as  I  am  informed,  has  been  dead  now  feveral  years, 
and  has  been  fucceeded  by  another  Popiflj  Bifliop, 
Now,  as  this  mcafure  of  permitting  Mr.  Oliver  Briand  to 
go  to  Quebeck,  in  ihc  charadler  and  flation  of  a  Biflinp, 
and  to  exercife  his  Epifcopal  funfliona  there,  was 
already  agreed-to  by  his  Mojefty's  Minifiers,  I  thought 
it  better  to  have  it  done  openly  by  the  Supreme  Au- 
thority of  Parliament,  than  privately  and  almoft  clan* 
deftinely,  by  the  mere  connivance  of  the  Minillcrs  of 
State,  inoppofition  to  the  above-mentioned,  important, 
and  fundamental,  Statute  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  which 
prohibits  ail  exercife  of  the  Pope's  authority,  or  of 
any  authority  derived  from  the  Pope,  (as  that  of  a 
Popifli  Bifliop  is  exprcfsly,)  not  only  in  the  kingdom 
of  England  iffelf,  and  the  dominions  then  belonging 
to  the  Crown,  but  in  all  the  dominions  that  fliould 
belong  to  the  Crown  in  any  futurt  times*  And  this 
mud  be  my  cxcufc  for  infcrting  in  the  foregoing  fketch 
of  an  Aft  of  Parliament  the  Claufe  for  permitting  a 
Popifli  Bifliop  to  exercife  hi.-;  Epifcopal  funftions  in 
the  Province  of  Quebeck.  For,  as  for  the  meafure 
itfelf,  "  of  permitting  a  Popifli  Bifliop  to  rcfide  there,'* 
I  never  could  approve  of  if,  nor,  if  I  had  been  one  of 
his  Majefty's  Minifl:crs,  whofe  confcnt  had  been  neccf- 
fary  to  it's  adoption,  would  I  ever  have  confented  to  it. 

I  have 
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.  I  have  juft  now  faid,  that  this  pemiiiSon  to  Mr. 
Briand^  to  refide  in  the  Province  of  Quebeck,  as 
BiOiop  of  the  Diocefe^  was  given  only  by  the  connivance 
of  his  Majefty*s  Minifters  of  ftate  of  that  time,  becaufe 
I  never  could  find  that.there  was  any  patent,  or  warrant, 
under  his  Majefty's  Signature,  or  any  of  his  Seals,  that 
gave  him  (he  title  of  Bi/hopof  Quebeck^  or,  authorifed 
him  to  ordain  Priefts,  or  execute  any  one  of  his  Epif- 
copal  fun^ions,  but  only  an  inftru&ion  either  to  the 
Governour  or  the  Receiver  General  of  the  Revenue^ 
(I  forget  which),  in  which  he  is  called  Super^intendant 
of  the  Clergy f  with  an  order,  (if  I  remember  right,) 
to  pay  him  the  moderate  fum  of  aool.  a  year,  for  his 
fupport.  And,  perhaps,  the  unwillingness  of  hit 
Majefty's  Minifiers  to  have  this  meafure  *'  of  permits 
ting  a  Popiih  fiifhop  to  refide  in  the  Province,''  pub* 
lickly  difcufled,  might  be  an  additional  reafon  to  the 
two  already  mentioned,  for  their  not  chufing  at  that 
time  to  bring  the  fettlement  of  the  Laws  and  Govern- 
ment of  the  Province  under  the  confideration  of  Par« 
liament. 

I  was  told  at  the  time,  by  Mr.  Fowler  Walker,  (4 
Barrifter  at  Law,  who  praftifed  with  foccefs  and  repu- 
tation in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and,  who  was  well 
acquainted*  with  the  then  ftate  of  the  Province  of  Que- 

beck,; 

•  This  Gentleman  had  been  employed,  by  the  agents  of 
several  of  the  English  and  Scotch  merchanU  that  were  settled 
in  the  Province  of  Quebeck»  in  drawing-up  and  condacting 
their  complaints  to  the  King  in  his  Privy- Council,  against  the 
late  General  James  Murray,  (then  Captain-General  and  Go- 
veraour  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck,}  for  several  acts 
done  by  him  in  his  first  office  of  Military  Governour  of  the 
Province,  as  Commander  in  Cl»i^  of  the  Ttopps  that  weit 
aj  foartartd 
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beck»)  that  this  pcrmiflioD,  thus  graated  by  connivance^ 
to  Mr.  Oliver  Briand,  to  return  to  Qu  check,  in  the 
charader  of  Bifliop  of  the  Province,  was  obtained 
from  his  Majefty's  Minifters  of  State  at  that  time^  and 
particularly  from  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  (who 
was  confidered  as  the  principal  Minifter,)  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  late  celebrated  Mu  Edmund  Burke,  wiio 
was  at  that  time  his  Lordfliip's  private  Secretary,  and 
who  had  then  acquired,  and  ever  after  retained,  a  very 
great  degree  of  his  confidence.  And  I  am  much  in- 
clined to  believe  this  to  have  been  the  cafe*  For,  others- 
wife,  it  feems  fomewhat  furprifing  that,  that  refpeft- 
able  Nobleman,  who,  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Whig  Party,  and  had  been  earneftly  folicited  and 
prefled,  by  the  then  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  (who  thought 
himfelf  too  old  to  return  again  into  that  a£live  and 
important  ftation,)  to  accept  the  Office  of  Firft  Com* 
miflioner  of  the  Treafury,  almoft  againft  his  will,  and 
who,  therefore,  might  be  fuppofed  to  entertain  the 
fentiments  that  had  always  heretofore  been  profefled 
by  that  party,  and  confequently  to  have  confidered 
Popery  and  Slavery  as  the  two  grand  obje&s  of  fear 
and  abhorrence  to  all  true  Englifli  Patriots,  againft 

quartered  in  it,  during  the  years  1761,  I76e,  and  i;6d»  and  of 
some  few  acts  done  by  him  afterwards  in  his  second  otfice  of 
Captain-General  and  Governour  in  Chief  of  the  Province,  in 
the  years  1764  and  1765,  >vhicfa  they  alledgfd  to  be  illegal  and  / 
injurious  to  them;  and  by  his  conversations  with  these  agents 
and  with  the  merchants  of  London  who  were  the  correspondents 
of  the  ^id  complainants,  concerning  the  f^rounds,  and  proo^ 
and  circumstances,  of  the  Acts  complained-of,  he  had  acquired 
a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  Province,  and  all 
that  was  done  and  doing  in  it  at  that  time,  than  any  other 
person  that  1  then  convcrsed-witb.  ♦  F.  M.  - 
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tbe  return  of  wfaich^  into  the  Laws  and  Government 
of  the  Nation,  it  was  their  duty  to  provide  by  every 
poffible  precaution ;  — ^  I  fay,  it  feenis  very  fur- 
prifing,  and  almoft  unaccountable,  that  the  great 
Leader  of  the  Whig  Party,  ihould  have  confented  to  a 
meafure  fd  different  from  the  former  meafures  of  that  , 
Party  as  this  permiflion  of  a  Popiih  Bifliop  to  exercife 
his  Epifcopal  fnnftions,  in  the  now  Engliih  Province 
of  Quebeck,  in  dire£t  oppcfition  to  the  above-mentioned 
Statute  of  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Elisabeth.  But  the 
inOuence  of  Mr.  Burke  over  the  Political  condud  of 
ihi^  worthy  Nobleman  is  faid  to  have  been  almoft  un*^ 
bounded.  ■ 

And,  here,  perhaps,  it  will  be  afked,  How  came 
Mr.  Burke  to  give  fuch  advice,  and  intereft  himfelf 
fo  much  in  fupport  of  Popery  ?  was  he  not  himfelf  a 
Proteftant,  and  had  he  not  always  been  educated  in 
the  Proteftant  Religion  ?  or  was  there  any  truth  in  a 
report  that  was  frequently  mentioned  iii  converfation^ 
and  even  publiflied  in  News-papers,  concerning  him> 
namely,  that  he  had  been  educated  in  a  College  of 
Jefuits,  at  Saint  Omer's,  in  Flanders  ;  and  afterwards^ 
when  come  to  Man's  eftate,  had  quitted  the  Church  of 
Rome,  and  adopted  the  Proteftant  religion,  the  better 
K)  advance  his  fortune  in  the  world  ? — In  anfwer  to 
thefe  qucftions,  I  muft  declare  that  I  believe  he  was 
educated  in  the  Proteftant  religion^  and  always  conti- 
nued in  it,  and  that  the  report  of  his  having  been 
educated  in  a  College  of  Jefuits,  at  Saint  Onier's,  in 
Flanders,  was  entirely  groundlefs.  And  of  this  I  am 
the  more  aflured  from  having  had  in  my  pofllffion  for 
a  year,  or  more,  about  three  years  ago,  a  fet  of  Letters 
of  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  own  hand-wming,  written  for  the 
moft  part,  in  the  year  1748,  when  he  was  only  twenty 
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years  of  age,  and  when  he  was  still  a  ftudent  in  Trinity 
CoU^y  in  Dublin;  which  he  could  not  have  been, 
unlers  he  had  been  a  Proteftant.    The  greater  part  of 
thefe  Letters  were  written  to  a  young  friend  of  nearly  hia 
own  age,  of  the  name  of  ShackleloUy  who  was  the  fon  of  a 
refpeftable  Proteftant  School-mafter  to  whom  Mr.  Burke 
had  beeha  fcholar  before  he  was  removed  to  theUniverfity 
of  Dublin.     The  letters  are  written  in  a  ftyle  of  cor- 
dial friendfhip  and  affeftion  for  his  correfpondent,  and 
relate  moftly  to  claflical  learning  and  fine  writing,  with- 
out any  mention  of  the  Roman-CathoHck  religion ;  an4 
they  (hew  that  Mr.  Burke  at  that  time  was^mbitious 
of  making  a  figure  in  the  world  as  an  elegant  writer  of 
Moral  Eflays,  or  Periodical  Papers,  fuch  as  ibeSfic- 
tator  and  the  Guardian^  after  the  example  of  Mn  Ad' 
difon  and  Sir  Richard  Steel.     And,  indeed,  it  appears, 
that  he  and  one,  or  two,  of  his  young  friends  at  Dublin 
College,  did  actually  fet-up  a  periodical  paper  of  that 
kind  in  Dublin,  but  whi^h  was  not  continued  for  more 
than  a  few  months.    Thefe  letters  were  lent  me  by  the. 
reverend  Dr.  William  Hales,  D.  D.,  rector  of  Killesan- 
dra,  in  the  bifhoprick  of  Meath,  in  Ireland,  and  were 
afterwards  returned,  according  to  his  direction.    They 
contain    nothing  very  curious,   or  intereftingi   that 
might  make  it  of  importance  to  publifli  them;  but 
they  do  honour  to  Mr.  Burke's  memory,  as  they  (hew 
him  to  have  been  a  friendly,  open-hearted,  well-dif^ 
pofed  young  man,  with  an  ardent  love  of  elegant  learn- 
ing, and  a  laudable  de(i re  of  diftinguishing  himfelfin 
the  cultivation  of  it :  and  they  prove,  beyond  a  doubt, 
the  falfehood  of  the  story  of  his  having  been  educated 
at  the  Jefuit's  College  of  St.  Omer's.    But  it  is,  ne» 
verthelefs,  certain,  that  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  fubseqnent 
part  of  hit  life,  became  (though  not  perhaps  a  papiit,)  tf 
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great  Philcpapisi  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  ufe  that  ex- 
preffion,)or  fayourer  and  prote£torof  Papifts,  and  a  great 
enemy  to  all  the  Laws  both  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland 
that  had  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  prevent  them 
from  renewing  their  repeated  attempts  to  deftroy  the 
Government  in  both  countries,  to  which  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  religion  continually  excited  them :  for 
thai  was  the  only  ground  upon  which  any  of  thofe 
reftraining  and  difabling  A£ls  of  Parliament  had  been 
pafled.  And  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave,  in  his  faithful 
Hiftory  of  the  feveral  rebellions  in  Ireland,  informs  us, 
in  page  3A|  that,  the  firft  publick  proof  of  this  favour- 
able difpo6tion  of  Mr.  Burke  towards  Popery,  was 
giTen  by  him  in  the  year  1762,  or  the  fecond  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  when  Mr.  Burke 
was  84  years  of  age^  and  had  been  married  for  fome 
years  to  an  excellent  and  amiable  young  Lady,  who 
bad  been  educated  in  the  Roman-Catholick  Religion. 
Sir  Richard  fpeaks  with  fo  much  candoiir  of  Mr. 
Burke,  and  with  fo  much  refpe&  for  bis  uncommon 
talents  and  attainments  in  Political  knowledge  and 
wifdom,  that  I  (hall  here  infert  all  be  fays  upon 
the  fubjeft,  and  even  the  whole  Sedion  of  bia  work 
in  which  be  fpeaks  of  him,  which,  is  iutitled,  ^'Origin 
ofihe  While  Btnfs." 
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THE  WHITE  BOYS/^ 

An  Extract  from  Sir  Richard  Musgrave*^ 
Memoirs  of  the  Different  Rebellions  in  Ireland^ 
pages  32,  33,  34, 46. 

"  In  the  year  1759,  and  under  the  adminiftratton  of 
^e  Duke  of  Bedford,  an  alarming  fpirit  of  infurgency 
appeared  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  which  manifefted  itr 
felf  by  the  numerous  and  frequent  rifings  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  Roman-Catholicks,  drefled  in  white  uniforms^ 
whence  they  were  denominated  white^boys ;  but  they 
were  encouraged,  and  often  headed,  by  perfons  of  their 
own  persuasion  of  some  confideration.  They  were 
armed  with  guns,  fwords,  and  piftols,  of  which  they 
plundered  the  proteftants,  and  they  marched  through 
the  country,  in  military  array,  preceded  by  themufickof 
bag-pipes,  or  the  founding  of  horns.  In  their  nocturnal 
perambulations,  they  enlisted,  or  prefTed  into  their 
fervice,  every  perfon  of  their  own  religion,  who  was 
capable  of  ferving  them,  and  bound  them  by  oaths  of 
fecrecy,  of  fidelity,  and  obedience  to  theirofijcers  ;  and 
thofe  officers  were  bound  by  paths  of  allegiance  to  the 
French  King,  and  Prince  Charles,  the  Pretender  to  the 
Crown  of  England;  which  appeared  by  the  confeffion 
and  the  information  of  several  of  the  infurgents,  fome 
pf  whom  were  convided  of  high  treafon,  and  various 
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other  crimes.  The  pretext  they  made  nfe  of  fqr  rifing 
and  aflembh'ngwas,  to  redrefs  the  following  grievances : 
The  illegal  enclofure  of  commons,  thp  extortion  of 
tythe-prodors,  and  the  exorbitant  fees  enaded  by  their 
own  clergy,  though  it  appeared  that  they  were  deeply 
concerned  in  encouraging  and  fomenting  them,  in  the 
commiffion  of  outrages. 

<<  They  committed  dreadful  barbarities  on  fuch  per^ 
fons  as  hefitated  to  obey  their  mandates,  or  refufed  to 
join  in  their  confederacy ;  they  cut-out  their  tongues, 
amputated  their  nofes  or  ears ;  they  made  them  ride 
many  miles  in  the  night  on  horfeback,  naked  and 
bare-backed  ;  they  buried  them  naked,  in  graves  lined 
with  furze,  up  to  their  chins ;  they  plundered  and 
often  burned  houfcs ;  they  houghed  and  maimed  cat- 
tle; they  feized  arms,  and  horfes,  which  they  rode 
about  the  country,  and  levied  money,  at  times  even 
iu  the  day.  I  (hall  refer  the  reader  to  Appendix,  No.  T. 
for  their  defigns  and  pra£iices.^  They  refembled  the 
modem  defenders  in  every  refpe^t,  except  in  the  title 
which  they  aflumed ;  and  their  qbjeft  was  C4(a6ily  the 
fame,  that  of  fubverting  the  conilitution,  and  fcpar- 
ating  Ireland  from  England,  with  thp  affifiance  of 
Prance. 

**  Thefe  mtfcreants  became  fo  formidable  in  many 
parts  of  the  Provinces  of  Leinder  and  Mupfter,  that 
many  laws,  which  I  (hall  explain  in  the  fequel,  were 
ena£ted  for  their  fuppreffion. 

**  In  the  year  1762,  the  Marquis  of  Drogheds^  was 

'**  There  is  a  gross  misrepresentation  pf  these  Insurgents  in 
the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  under  the  title  of  Ireland,  printed  . 
b)'  James  Moore  in  College-green,  iu  the  year  i790. 
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fent  to  command  a  large  diftriA  in  the  Province  of 
of  Munfter,  and  made  Clogheen  in  the  County  of  Tip- 
perary,  bis  head"*quarters ;  at  that  time  much  difturbed 
by  the  white  boys,  who  ufed  to  assemble  in  bodies  of 
from  five  hundred  to  two  thoufand. 

**  On  the  night  of  the  day  on  which  he  arrived  at 
Clogheen,  a  number  of  white  bovs,  well-armed  and 
headed  by  Father  Nicholas  Sheehy>  aflembled  clofe  to 
that  town,  and  were  on  the  point  of  attacking  it, 
which  induced  his  Lordlhip  to  double  the  guard.  From 
this,  the  inhabitants  of  it,  having  a  fufpicion  that  be 
was  going  to  march-out  againft  the  iufurgents.  Father 
Doyle,  pari(h> pried  of  A rd finnan,  (alluded  to  in  the 
information  of  David  Landregin,  Appendix  No.  I.  9.) 
after  having  expoftulated  with  them  on  the  danger  of 
aflaulting  the  town,  went  to  Lord  Drogheda,  pale  and 
trembling  with  fear,  aflfured  his  LordOiip  that  his  gar* 
rifon  was  in  no  danger,  and  befought  him  not  to  march- 
out  against  the  infurgents.  I  received  this  informatbn 
from  the  Marquis  himfelf,  and  it  correfponds  eza&ly 
with  the  depofition  of  Landregin. 

"  His  Lordfliip's  regiment  killed  great  numbers  of 
them,  in  that  and  the  adjacent  country ;  and  heafiiired 
me,  that  French  money  was  found  in  the  pockets  of 
feme  of  them. 

<'  His  Lordfliip,  during  his  refidence  there,  took  the 
famous  Fattier  Nicholas  Sheehy,  who  was  afterwards 
hanged  at  Clonmel.  He  had  been  a  noted  leader  of 
the  White-boys,  and  incited  them  to  commit  murder^ 
and  various  outrages ;  and  yet  his  memory  is  held  in 
fuch  veneration  by  the  popifli  multitude,  and  the  clay 
of  his  tomb  is  fuppofed  to  be  endued  with  fuch  faper- 
natural  powers^  that  rmrious  miraculous  cures  are  im- 
puted 


377 

putcd  to  it ;  in  confequence  of  which,  it  is  in  fuch  re- 
queft  among  the  popiih  rabble,  that  the  fexton  of  the 
church,  where  the  body  was  interred,  is  obliged  very 
often  to  renew  it. 

<<  The  Marquifs  of  Drogheda  took,  in  the  Caftie  ot* 
Cahir,  the  domeftick  chaplain  of  the  then  Lord  Cahir, 
who  conftantly  refided  with  his  Lordfliip,  on  ferious 
charges  againft  him  for  high  treafon. 

<'  Itismoftcertain,thattheu;Ai7^oyfyftem  wasat  firft 
formed  to  co-operate  with  the  French,  who  meditated 
an  invafion  of  Ireland  under  Conflans ;  but  when  that 
was  defeated,  and  even  duriug  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
the  barbarous  rabble,  free  from  all  moral  reilrainty 
elate  with  the  hope  of  plunder,  and  fraught  with  dis* 
af&dion  to  a  Proteftant  ftate,  continued  to  commit  the 
mott  horrid  enormities  in  many  parts  of  Leinfterand 
Munfter,  for  above  twenty-five  years  after. 

'<  John  Twohy  ftates  in  his  information,  that  they 
begun  to  enlift  men  for  the  French  fo  early  as  the 
year  1756.    See  Appendix,  No.  !•  7. 

^<  At  firft  they  were  headed,  marihalled,  and  difci* 
plined>  by  oflBcers  who  had  fervedin  the  Iriih  brigades, 
in  the  French  fervice ;  but  when  peace  was  concluded, 
their  leaders  confified  of  popifli  fanners  and  perfonsin 
a  mean  fituation. 

"  Mr.  Con  way  >  an  Irifli  Roman- Catholick  gentle- 
man, refident  at  Paris,  ufed  to  remit  money  to  them, 
on  the  part,  and  by  tbe  orders,  of  the  French  Govern^ 
ment ;  and  fome  popifli  merchants,  of  the  province  of 
Munfter,  who  received  and  diftributed  it  among  the 
infurgents,  were  afterwards  Members  of  the  Catholick 
Committee  in  1792. 

^'  In  the  year  l702j  they  committed  fuch  dreadfiil 
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eKcefles  in  the  South  of  Irelandythat  Sir  Richard  A(ion, 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  was  Tent 
-  down  with  a  fpecial  commilTion  to  try  them  :  and  the 
niidaken  lenity  which  he  (hewed  them,  in  the  course 
of  hb  circuit,  was  fuch,  that  it  encouraged  them  to  per- 
fevere  in  the  commiffioa  of  enormities  for  fome  years 
after. 

"  The  late  Earl  of  Carrick  and  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Hewetfon,  in  the  County  of  Kilkenny,  Sir  Thomas 
Maude,  Baronet,  (afterwards  Lord  de  Montalt,)  William 
Bagwell  and  John  Bagenall,  Efquires,  of  the  County 
pf  Tipperary,  took  a  very  aftive  part  in  fup(>reffing  the 
White  Boys  ;  for  which  they  were  as  much  traduced 
and  vilified  as  the  Orange*tnen,  yeomen,  and  all  loyal 
fubjcfls,  who  9tideavoured  to  put -down  the  de- 
fenders* 

**  The  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Dublin  were  so 
much  incenfed  at  this,  that  they  voted  an  addrefs  of 
thanks,  Appendix  T.  6.  to  the  Earl  of  Carrick,  and 
thofe  gentlemen,  for  their  fpirited  and  laudable  exer- 
tions. It  appears  by  the  examination  of  David  Landre- 
gin,  (Appendix  No.  1. 2)  that  a  party  of  White  Boys 
took  a  solemn  oath,  in  the  Town  of  Clomnel,  to  aflaf- 
filiate  the  Earl  of  Carrick  and  the  other  gentlemen* 
OfMr.  Ed-  *'  As  Mr.  Edmund  Burke,  who  always  (hewed  a 
Burke  decided  attachment  to  Popery,  manifefted  it  for  the 
firft  time  on  this  occafion,  I  fliall,  in  touching,o|i 
it,  relate  a  few  of  the  early  circumftances  of  his  life. 

^*  In  doing  fo^  I  mu(|  premife.  that  I  do  not  meam 

.  to^ifparage  him.   I  had  the  honour  of  being  acqiiainted 

with  him:  and  I  was  fo  fenfible  of  his  exalted  moral 

and  intcUeflual  excellence,  that  I  gave  the  following 

charader  of  him  in  9  pamphlet  publilhed  ix^  London 
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])y  J.  Slockdaie  in  1794)  which  was  noticed  in  the 
Monthly  Review  of  April,  1795: 

<<  ^  His  book  on  French  affairs  contains  more  political 
wifdom,  and  more  profound  knowledge  of  praSical  ^^  ^'^  J^ 
government,    than   any  that  ever,  appeared;   and  in  on  the 
iiiture  ages  will  tend  to  endear  the  Britifli  conftitution  voluiUm. 
%o  its  fubjeds. 

*^  The  bright  effulgence  of  his  genius,  like  the  fun, 
raifed-up  fome  buzzing  infeds,  who  cavilled  at  the 
dodrines  which  he  advanced ;  but  the  date  of  France 
proves  the  futility  of  their  affertions,  and  that  be  fpoke 
prophetic  truth. 

.f f  His  long  and  luminous  life,  devoted  to  the  caufe 
of  wifdom  and  virtue,  was  more  bright  in  its  fctting, 
jthan  the  meridian  blaze  of  moft  other  geniufes.' 

^<  He  was  the  fon  of  a  popifh  Solicitor  in  Dublin,  at 
the  Univerfity  of  which  he  received  his  education ;  but 
I  have  bpen  affured  by  bis  contemporaries^  that  he  did 
not,  in  the  courfe  of  it^  difplay  any  fymptoms  of  thofc 
fliining  abilities,  which  afterwards  made  the  progrefs 
gf  his  life  fo  brilliant. 

^*  Soon  after  he  went  to  the  Temple  to  (ludy  the  hWt 
he  married  sl  daughter  of  Do£lor  Nugent,  wiv)  had 
been  bred  at  Doway,  in  Flanders,  and  was  a  moft  hi- 
gotted  Rgmanift.  A  year,  after  he  had  gone  to  the 
Temple,  Mr.  Griffith,  who  was  at  that  time  fer^ing 
his  apprenticefliip  to  Mr.  Burke's  father,  informed  me^ 
that  his  uiader  fept  him  to  London,  relative  to  fome 
'^^luivrbufinefs,  and  that  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  detained 
him  many  days  longer  than  he  had  permiffion  to  re« 
main  there:  that  during  hi^  ftay,  he  feemed  much 
digitated  in  his  mind,  and  that,  when  they  were  alone, 
pt  frequeoily  introduced  religion  as  a  topick  of  con-* 
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veifation,  and  faid,  that  he  had  ftrong  reafont  for  think- 
ing more  favourably  of  the  Bonoifti  perfuafion  than  he 
formerly  did*  For  thefe  reafont,  this  gentleman  aflured 
me,  he  verily  believed,  that  he  was  become  a  convert 
to  Popery. 

*'  Soon  after  this  gentleman's  returni  Mr.  Burke, 
fenior,  having  heard  a  report  that  his  fon  had  really 
.  changed  his  religion,  was  much  concerned  at  it ;  be- 
caufe  he  had  entertained  the  mod  fanguine  hopes  that 
be  would  acquire  great  wealth  and  fame  at  the  Irifli 
bar,  from  pradifing  at  which  Romanifts  were  excluded 
by  law. 

*^  He  therefore  employed  Mr.  Boweui  his  brother* 
in-law,  who,  as  a  linen  merchant,  had  a  very  extenBre 
correfpondence  in  London,  to  make  ftrift  enquiry 
about  the  converfion  of  his  fon. 

<*  Some  days  after,  Mr.  Bowen  entered  his  office,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  the  gentleman  who  gave  me  this  in* 
formation^  threw  him  a  letter,  faying,  *  There,  yoor 
fon  is  moft  certainly  become  a  Roman-Catholick.'  On 
reading  the  letter,  Mr.  Burke  became  furious^  lament- 
ing that  the  rifing  hope  of  his  family  was  blafted,  and 
*tbat  the  expence  he  had  been  at  in  his  fon's  educaticm 
was  now  thrown-away. 

^'  As  fome  of  the  greateft  men,  even  at  an  advanced 
.period  of  life,  have  become  Haves  to  the  paffion  of  Love, 
it  is  very  poffible  that  Mr.  Burke,  in  the  fpring  of  lifej 
when  its  influence  is  irreflftible,  and  endued  with  a 
fively  imagination,  and  all  the  tendcmefs  of  fenfibility, 
might  have  confivrmed  to  the  exterior  ceremonies  of 
Popery,  to  obtain  Mifs  Nugent^  of  whom  he  was  very 
much  enamoured ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  thai  a 
pcifcn  of  fo  vigorous  and  highly-cultiva^  an  under* 
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lianding,  could  have  condnued  under  the  (hackles  of 
that  abfurd  fuperftition. 

''  At  laft,  when  he  had  ferved  a  fufficient  number  of 
terms  to  be  called  to  the  bar,  he  refufed  to  etum  to  his 
native  country,  declaring,  that  the  climate  of  it  dif* 
agreed  with  him ;  and  that  he  expeded  to  get  fome 
employment  in  the  line  of  his  profeffion  in  America, 
through  one  oCthe  Grenville  family.  He  therefore  re- 
mained in  London,  where  he  fubfifted  chiefly  by  his 
pen,  and  he  foon  acquired  a  confiderable  degree  of  ce« 
lebrity,  as  a  writer,  and  a  man  of  genius,  by  his  pub* 
lication  of  his  Treatise  on  the  Sublime  and  Beautiful^ 
and  by  his  Vindication  of  Natural  Society,  in  imitation 
of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which  introduced  him  to  the 
notice  and  acquaintance  of  Mr.*  Hamilton.  When  that 
gentleman  came  to  Ireland,  as  Secretary  to  the  Earl 
of  Halifax,  he,  wilhing  to  avail  himfelf  of  Mr.  Burke's 
talents,  folicijted  him  to  attend  him,  but  in  no  official 
capacity ;  and  he  accordingly  complied* 

<^  He  accompanied  him  a  fecond  time  to  Dublin,  when 
Mr.Hamikon  was  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Northumber« 
hind }  and  was  rewarded  with  a  penfion  of  300l.  a-year. 

*^  When  they  returned  to  England,  Mr.  Hamilton 
intended  to  have  fpoken  a  fpeech  on  \ht  peace  in  th« 
year  1763^  which  he  had  prevailed  on  Mr.  Burke  to 
compose. 

*^It  unfortunately  happened,  that,  as  he  was  about  to 
rife,  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend  entered  the  houfe  ;  and^ 
as  his  wit  and  eloquence  had  been  always  terrifick 
to  him,  his  appearance  palfied  his  exertions,  and  ftruck 
him  dumb.  Mr.  Burke,  enraged  at  this,  (as  they  had 
united  their  talents  in  a  kind  of  partnerlhip)  faid,  with 


«  •  Wiliiatn  Gerrard  Hamiltoo,  Esq. 
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finne  warmth^  '  What  fignifies  my  mdcbg  fpeeches  for 
you,  when  you  cannot  fpeak  them  ?' 

^*  A  warm  altercation  ensued,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
Mr.  Hamilton  informed  Mr.  Burke,  that  he  had  bten 
otrerpaid  i  on  which  Mr.  Burke,  with  becoming  fpint, 
refigned  his  penfion,  which  was  afterwards  given  to  a 
gentleman  who  enjoys  it  at  this  time.  Mr.  Mc.  Cor- 
mtck,  in  his  Life  of  Mr.  Burke,  is  inifiaken  in  this 
circumftance;  .Th^ir  quarrel  became  a  matter  of 
curiofity  and  debate,  in  the  fuperior  circles  of  fociety,* 
in  which  the  partisans  on  each  fide  were  very  warm. 

^<  The  difcuflion  of  this  affair  introduced  Mr.  Burke 
to  the  notice  of  Lord  Rockingham,  who  having  formed 
.a  friendifaip  for  him,  made  him  an  under-fecretary  in 
theTreafary;  but  having  lofl  that  employment  in  fix 
months,  the  period  of  his  Iord(hip's  adminiftration^ 
he  brought  him  into  Parliament,  where  the  elo^ 
quence  and  the  great  rntelle£tual  powers  difplayed  in 
bis  fpeeches,  wilt  remain  a  (Iriking  and»  an  eternal 
monument  of  hb  genius. 

"  Whenthe  enormities  committedby  the  White  Boys 
were  about  to  draw  on  them  the  vengeance  of  the  law, 
and  fome  time  before  Sir  Richard  Afton  proceeded  on 
his  commiffion  to  try  them,  Mr.  Edmund  Burke  fenC 
his  brother  Richard,  (who  died  Recorder  of  Briftol,)  and 
Mr.  Nagle,  a  relation,  on  a  miffion  to  Munftcr,  to  levy 
money  on  the  Popifb  body,  for  the  ufe  of  the  White 
Boys,  who  were  exclufively  Papills. 

''Some  Roman-Catholicks  complained  bitterly  of  the 
fama  of  money  which  they  ejitorted  from  them.  *  The 

defpotim 

•*•!  have  d6 other  proof  that  (hese  gentlemen  were  employed 
l^y  Mr.  Burke,  than  that  they  declared  so  without  reserve  to 
ihe  penoQs  fioin  whoa  they  obtained  money.    In  doing  so. 
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cierpotifm  whi^h  the  Romifli  prelates  have  over  their 
own  body  is  fuch,  that  they  can  at  any  time  levy  large 
fuma  of  money  on  them^  to  promote  the  intereft  of 
their  Church,  which  is  a  mod  dangerous  engine  in  a 
well-goverened  ftate.  The  open  and  general  exercife 
of  it  in  the  years  1792,  and,  1793,  and  again  in  1794 
and  l795,  was  fufficient  to  create  an  alarm  in  the  Go- 
vernment. At  tbofe  periods,  fome  of  the  lower  clafles 
of  people  in  Muofter  complaitled  loudly  of  the  ex* 
aftions  pra&^fed  on  them ;  and,  on  being  aiked,  for 
what  purpofe  tAey  were  ?  they  anfwered,  that  they  had 
made  that  enquir}',  and  were  informed,  at  one  time> 
that  it  was  to  obtain  for  them  the  eledive  franchiFe ;  at 
another,  to  procure  the  privilege  of  fitting  in  Parlia« 
ment  for  perfons  of  their  own  perfuafion.  It  is  well 
known  that  Mr.  William  Todd  Jones  was  their  warm 
paitizan  while  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  ;  and,  from 
the  imtemperate  zeal  with  which  fome  members  of  that 
body  {bowed  in  promoting  their  defigns,  it  was  univet- 
fally  believed  that  they  were  a^uated  by  (inifter  mo* 
tives. 

**  It  was  ftrongly  fufpe6ted,  that  a  perfon  in  an 
elevated  fituation  in  England,  from  his  Angular  per« 
linacity  in  adhering  to  their  caufe,  when  in  adtial  and 
open  rebellion,  had  received  fome  of  their  contribu- 
tions; and  the  debates  which  took  place  in  the  Romifli 
Convention  in  the  year  1792,  and  which  the  reader 
will  fee  in  the  fequel,  and  the  fudden,  Tuccef^ul,  and 

be  might  have  been  actuated    by  motives  of  charity   and 
humanity. 

•*  •  Mr.  Jones  afterwards'accusecl,  in  the  publick  prints,  the 
Catholick  Committee^  of  not  giving  him  the  whole  ^of  the 
money  which  they  had  promised  to  ]:ay  him. 
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untxpcAed  tam  which  their  afiairg  took  in  the  year 
1793)  left  very  little  room  to  doubt,  but  that  Tome 
eartraordinary  liecret  influence  was  exerted  in  Eng^ 
land*. 

<'  In  the  year  17379  there  appeared  a  very  finguhir 
and  unquellionable  proof  that  thofe  doftrines  of  the 
Romifli  Church,  which  had  difturbed  the  peace  of 
many  proteftant  countries  ever  fince  the  Reformation 
took  place,  exifted  in  full  force  in  Ireland. 

'<  In  that  year,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  to  fecure  the  Proteftant  fucceffion ;  in  which 
there  was  an  oath  of  allegiance. 
Olqaciion       *^  Thomas  Burke,  titular Bifliop  of  Oflbry,  andpublick 
^^^^^  hiftoriographer  to  the  Dominican  Order  in  Ireland, 
•fOsMrytomade  the  following  obfervations  on  that  oath.    After 
oa^of  aile-  animadverting  on  the  feverity  of  fetting  afide  the  dif- 
SnT^^     ferent  foreign  branches  of  the  Stuart  family,  he  fays, 
Georsc  Che  <<  Would  it  not  exceed  the  greateft  imaginable  abfurd- 
i|y,  that  a  Catholick  Prieft,  who  inftru&s  his  Catho- 
lick  people  in  the  will  of  God,  from  fcripture  and  tra- 
dition, by  his  difcourfe  and  aftions,  and  nouriflieth 
them  with  the  Sacrament  of  the  Church,  (hall  fwear 
fidelity  to  £ing  George,  as  long  as  he  profefleth  a  he* 
teiodos  religion,  or  has  a  wife  of  that  religion ;  that 
then,  and  in  that  cafe,  the  fame  Catholick  Prieft  ought 
inftantly  to  abjure  the  very  King  to  whom  he  bad 
before  fwom  allegiance/'    Impiety  moft  horrible  f ! 

*f  Thomas  Burke  was  made  Titular  Bifliop  of  Oflbry 
in  1759,  and  died  at  Kilkenny  in  September  1776.  He 
was,  as  he  frequently  tells  us,  a  favourite  of  Pope  Be- 
nedift  XIV.,  was  a  man  of  refpe£table  learning,  and 

*'•  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  I  allude  to  any  of  his  Majesty*s 
Mioiiters,  whose  honour  and  integrity  are  ikr  above  my  praise. 
**  t  Hibemica  Dominicana,  page  723^ 

perfeAly 


385 

• 

perfc^U}'  well  acquainted  with  the  do^rines  of  the  Ro' 
mifli  Churchy  the  bulls  and  epidles  of  the  Popes,  and 
the  fentiments  of  the  Irifli  Rom^nCatholicks  ;  and 
yet  fome  of  the  heads  of  the  Irifh  Clergy  have  had  the 
effrontery  and  duplicity  to  vilify  the  talents  and  inform- 
ation of  this  writer,  and  to  reprefeni  hitn  as  a  dourd, 
haunted  with  dreams  of  pontifical  omnipotence.  But 
fuch  perverfion  of  truth,  and  fuch  vami(hing  of  odious 
do£lrineS|  are  only  calculated  to  deceive,  and  can  im- 
pofe  on  no  rational  man ;  for  all  the  tenets  contained 
in  hts  book  were  carried  into  pra&ice  durii^  the  late 
rebellion. 

"  Burke,after  reciting  part  of  PopePaul  V/s  bull,  en- 
couraging the  Iriih  in  the  rebellion,  exclaims,  Quid 
celebrius  ?     Quid  infignius  *? 

^^  On  the  flight  of  King  Jaoies  IL  be  fays>  that  be  fea- 
fpnably  left  the  Britifh  nation,  .whom  be  brazes  as 
perjurers  and  traitors,  who  confpired  againft  his  life^ 
fujbjeft  to  the  (lavcry  of  this  new  Cromwell  (meaning 
King  William,)  vilissimi  ncvi  /mjus,  Cromtvelli  sei- 
vituie, 

^'  The  firid  part  of  his  Hibemica  Dominkana^  was 
printed  at  Kilkenny,  in  the  year  1762,  the  fecond  in 
1772^  both  by  Edmund  Finn;  but  it  was  ftated  to  have 
been,  publifiied  at  Cologne,  Colonue  jigrippince. 

<<  In  fpeaking  of  the  Gun-Powder-Plot,  be  fays,  it 
was  an  invention,  and  thai  the  gun-powder  wasfecretly 
put  under  the  Parliament-Houfe,  by  the  ordei  of  Sir 
William  Cecil,  to  afford  a  fpecious  pretext  for  extir^ 
paling  all  the  Catholicks  of  Elnglaod. 

^^  Again,  in  the  year  1758,  when  an  oath  of  allegiance 
to  be  taken  by  the  Roman-Catholicks  of  Ireland,  was 

♦  What  can  be  more  famous  ?  What  more  illustrious  ? 
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in  tiie  contemplation  of  Parliament,  Thomas  Marra 
Gbillini,  the  Pope's  legate  at  BruITels,  who  had  a 
ccnnplete  controul  and  fuperintendance  over  all  the 
northern  churches^  and  fpoke  ex  cathedra^  made  the 
following  animadverfions  on  that  oath,  in  four  letters 
to  the  Titular  Archbifliops  of  Ireland;  and  there 
letters  are  ftyled  by  Thomas  Burke,  (who  publiflied 
them  in  his  Hibernica  Dominicana,)  Uteree  veri  aurece 
cedrSfue  digna. 

**  The  legate  treats  the  claufes  in  the  propofed  oath, 
containing  a  declaration  of  abhorrence  and  detcftation 
of  the  dodrines,  <*  that  faith  is  not  to  be  kept  with 
hereticks;  and  that  Prince^,  deprived  by  the  Pope, 
may  be  depofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubjefls,**  as  ab- 
folutely  intolerable ;  becaufe,  he  fays,  thofcf  do£lrine9 
are  defended  and  contended-for  by  moft  Catholick 
nations,  and  the  Holy  See  has  frequently  followed 
them  in  praftice.  On  the  whole  he  decides,  that,  afr 
the  oadi  is  in  its  whole  extent  unlawful,  fo  in  its  n^' 
H.  B.  ture  il  b  invalid,  null,  and  of  no  efTeft ;  infomuch 
tbat^it  can  by  no  means  bind  or  oblige  confciences*.** 

^  It  is  well  known,  that  fimilar  decifions  have  been 
uniformly  made  by  the  Roman  ponfiffs,  on  the  validity 
of  oaths  any  way  detrimental  to  the  Holy  See.  In 
the  Ikte  rebellion,  the  Popifh  multitude,  and  many 
of  the  Rornifh  cleigy  and  gentlemen,  pud'  no  regard 
whatever  to  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

<<  When  the  Emperor  and  the  Roman-Catholick 
Princes  of  Germany  concluded  a  peace  called  the 
Treaty  of  Weftphalia,  in  the  year  1648,  with  the  Pro- 
teftant  Princes,  they  mutually  bound  each  other  by  a 

*  Page  9S5.  This  was  ia  the  supplement  of  tiiat  vrork  pub- 
lifhtd  in  the  year  177«. 
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fdenift  oaih,  (5  the  obftrvatice  of  it ;  oti  whieh  the 
Pope  publjEfhed  a  Jliitiing  buU|  in  which  he  pronounce 
the  Oath  to  be  null  aiMl  void,  as  no  oath  could  biod 
them  to  hercticks.  This  bull  was  txpefed  by  Horti* 
beck,  a  femous  German  diTindi  iu  a  work  entitled^ 
*^  Examen  tuU^g papaltSf  quti,  Imocmtim  X.  abrogate 
nitiiur  pacem  txervganke" 

^  The  condaft  of  ifae  Parliament  of  Iraiand,  jirom  f 
the  beginning,  of  his.prefent  Majesty's  r«fgAt  ^11  At 
end  of  the  year  179S)  prcfents  the  reader  with  ao  ^n* 
inli^rJrupted  feries  of  blunders  in  politicks. 

•^<  All  our  di%races  and  misfortunes  are  fo  be  feul>d 
in  the  hiftory  of  our  penal  laws>  and  kk  the  feeble 
execucioa  of  them,  beginning  with  the  third  of  Geotge 
III.  cap*  19.  for  indenaifying  all  fuch  pcribn^  M  hate 
becfit  Or  fliall  be  aiding  in  the  difperfing  of  riots,  atid 
apprehend&ag  the  rioters^  whieh  was  enafted  for  tht 
fuppreflion  of  the  White-boys.  As  the  boldnefs  aind 
tementy  of  ihefe  infurgeats^  continued  to  encfeafe, 
tiM  fifth  of  George  III.  cap«  s.  ps^ed,  iUiA  was  eti-> 
tltledy  <^  An  AA  to  prcfent  the  iiiture  ftnmihuoos  Hfings 
of  perfont  within  this  kingdom."  The  want  of  eft- 
forcing  the  faktary  proviflona  of  thefe  laws  tended  to 
enconcage  the  White^boyain  the  co«imiffiott  bf  etfoci- 
ties  for  above  twenty  years  after.  About  tb«  year 
X772,  ^^^  fyflemof  ooociliauon  andiconcefliott,  which 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  late  itebelfron,  began ;  for, 
white  this  Poptih  banditti,  encouraged  by  fh^r  clergy, 
werecommittuig  ifa&moft  dmadftil  eiiorttiHfies,  tht  tbtr-^ 
teeath  9mA  fourteenth  of  Geoige  IH.  carp.  35,  to  ena- 
ble Roman^Catholicks  to^  teflify  their  atlegittftctf  to  his' 
Ma>c%  by  oaih,  wad  enslA^d;  but  the  folly  ^d  ab^ 
fnrdky  of  that  hw  were  fully  proved  by  ^he  nee^lfity 
of  pafib^  foonr  after,  the  thirteonih  aiid  foone^iith  oP 
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'•^  George  III.  cap.  45.  to  prevem  malicious  cutting  and 
9  wounding,  aii4  to  pupilb  offender^,  called  chalkers; 
for  the  afla(5n .  in  the  morning  teftified  his  alfe-- 
•  giance  to  his  Kii^,  and  at  night,  with  his  chalking, 
knifei  renounced  his  allegiance  to  his  Godj  by 
ipangling  and  maiming  his  fellow-creature^  ismd* 
houghing  his  cattle. 

*SAs  the  barbarous  excefles  toimnitted  by  the  White- 
boys  continued  to  encreafe^  the  fifteenth  and  fifteenth' 
of  George  III.  cap*  2i.  was  cnaAed  againft  them.  It 
recites  that  the  fifth  of  George  ill.  cap.  8.  was  infufll- 
ficient  for  fuppreffiug  them ;  and  it  ftatcs,  ''That  they 
aflemblod  riotoully,  injured  perfons  and  propeny,  com* 
'  pelled  perfons  to,  quit  thcT  abode,  impofed  oaths  and* 
declarations  by  menaces,  fent  threatening  and  incendiaiy 
letters,  obftruded  the  export  of  corn,  and  deftroyed 
the  fame."  This  is*  an  exa£k  defcription  of  the  de* 
fenders. 

''  As  their  turbulence  and  ferocity  continued  to 
encreafe,  and  as  they  made  a  conftant  pra£tice  of 
houghing  foidiers  in  a  wanton  and  unprovoked  manner, 
the  chalking  ad  was  extended,  and  amended  by  the  • 
feventeenth  and  eighteenth  of  George  III.  cap.  49. 

''  Conceffion  and  conciliation  holding  pace  with  an 
encrea(e  of  the  enormities  conunilted  by  tbofe  favages, 
a  law  paiTed  foon  after,  the  feventeenth  and  eighteenth 
of  George  III.  cap.  49.  to  enable  Roman-Catholicks 
to  take  leafes  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years, 
or  five  lives,  at  any  rent ;  and  by  it,  all  lands  of  which 
a  Roman-Catholick  was  at  that  time  feized,  were 
made  defcendible^  devifable,  and  transferable,  as  fully 
as  if  the  fame  were  in  the  feifin  of  any  other  peHbn. 

''  The  preamble  of  this  ad  recites,  <  That  for  their 
uniform  peaceable  bdiaviour,   for  a  long  feries  of 
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years/  it  appears  reafonable  and  expedient  to  relax 
fcveral  of  their  incapacities  and  difabililies.' .  T&e 
falfity  and  inconfiftency  of  this  aflertion  will  be  an 
eternal  ftain  on  the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 

"There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the  Romanifts  had 
fome  hired  agents  in  that  aflembly  at  this  period.  A 
flrong  argument  in  favour  of  an  Union ! 

"  As  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  thefe  indulgencifs, 
this  infamous  banditti  proceeded  to  commit  greater 
enormities  than  they  had  pra£ticed  before^  i&  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  Jegiilature  were  obliged  to  pafs 
the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  of  George  III.  cap.  37. 
and  the  title  of  it  will  (hew  how  neceflary  it  was : 
'  An  A&  to  prevent  the  detefta'blepra£tice  of  houghing 
cattle,  burning  houfes,  bams,  haggards,  and  corn;  and 
for  other  purpofes.' 

^'  Though  they  continued  to  commit  their  ufual  excef- 
fes,  the  legidature,  aSuated  by  what  was  called  Liberality 
of  seniifMnt,  put  the  Roman*Catholicks  on  the  fatht 
footing  with  Proteftants,  as  to  property,  in  the  year 
178S;  and  altnoft  the  whole  of  the  reftriftive  lawii 
were  repealed.  The  volunteers  checked,  in  fome  de- 
gree, the  barbarous  outrages  committed  by  the  Whh&- 
boys,  from  the  year  1780  to  the  year  1784,  when  the 
inilitution  began  to  languifli ;  and  then  we  find  them 
as  furious  as  ever  in  the  province  6f  Leinfter.  Tfiis 
proves  how  necefTary  a  numerous  and  well-arnied 
police,  confifting  of  proteftants,  is  to  the  profperity  of 
Ireland.  -       ' 

^<  In  December,  1784,  a  body  of  White-boys  broke 
into  the  houfe  of  John  Mafon,  a  Proteftant,  in  the 
county  of  Kilkenny,  in  the  night,  placed  him  naked 
on  horfeback,  and  having  carried  him  in  this  manner 
five  or  fix  miles  from  his  houfe^  they  cutK>ff  bis  ears, 
2  c  S       '  an4 
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apd  in  that  (late  buried  hm  up  to  his  cbio  i  tbcy 
uHo  robbed  hux)  of  bis  fire-anns*. 

"  This  year  th^y  wer?  fo  outragcow«  in  the  FroYiOfe 
of  liCinfter,  particularly  in  the  County  of  Kilkeoayt 
that  ^  denunciation  was  read  agaUift  thein  in  all  the 
Popiih  chapeU  in  the  diocefe  of  OffQiy^  on  tb^  fevcD* 
tecnth  of  November,  ^784. 

«*  This  was  aftron|;  proof  of  the  returning  loyalty  and 
oWience  to  the  Iaw$  of  the  PopiCb  cle^  of  that 
diocefe  J  or,  if  they  were  infincer^  and  fecretly  encou- 
raged the  White-boys  as  much  u  formerly,  of  their 
extreme  duplicity. 

"  Ap  Potior  Butler,  brother  of  Mr.  Butler  of  Bally- 
ra^et^  and  of  the  noble  houfe  of  Ormond,  was  a,t  that 
time  titular  Archbilhop  of  Ca(bel»  a  gentleman  who 
was  fincerely  loyal^  it  is  very  likely  that  he  prevailed 
Oj^  hi9  cl^rgry  to  adopt  this  procedure.  He  ihoujd  not 
be  confounded  with  Do^or  Butler,  who  wai  va  that 
See  when  the  Whiie-boy$  bc^an  their  exceflea« 

«'  AU  tbefe  privileges  were  granted  with  a  good 
grace  by  Parliaq?ent»  and  they  met  with  no  oppofition 
fiom  th&  couftitiucnt  body,  who  )vere  at  that  time  ^x- 
clufivdy  ProteftanU, 

^<  Kotwitbftanding  fuch  liberality  on  the  pari  of  the 
«Proltefta*t  ftate*  the  White-boys  ftill  continued  to 
oQ^imit;  Mdufrnal  depredations  in  different  parts  of 
X^infter  and  Munft^r, ;  but  in  the  latter  tbey  were 
fuc«;«€di4  hy  a^  fet  of  infuiipijts  called  Hight-boya  in 
1786,  who  refembled  them  in  every  refpe^,  eiocept  in 
Uii?  title  wbioh  they  aflUmad-  Their  proceedings, 
dMefly  4ixefteil  againft.  th$^  Protf  (j^nt  ^^^gy^  ^"^^^  ^^ 

*  Ste^  A|9en.4ix4  Ko^  I.  (.  for  a  few  specimens  of  White^boy 
atrocitj(. 

the 
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the  wild  and  extravagant  efforts  of  rafh  and  ignorant 
peafants^  but  a  dark  and  deep-laid  fchemc,  planned 
by  men  flailed  in  the  law  and  the  artifices  by  which  it 
might  be  evaded.  Such  men  fuggefted  to  the  farmefs, 
td  enter  into  a  combination  under  the  fan&ion  of  an 
oath,  not  to  take  their  tythes,  or  to  affift  any  clergy- 
than  in  drawing  thenu 

'^  Some  of  the  Proteftant  gentlemen  hoping  to  ex« 
onerate  their  eftates  of  tythes,  by  the  machinations  and 
enormities  of  thefe  traitors^  fecretly  encouraged  them; 
and  others  connived  at  their  excefles,  till  they  b^an  to 
oppofe  the  payment  of  rent,  and  the  recovery  of  money 
by  legal  procefs ;  and  then  they  came  forward  in  fup« 
port  of  the  Law. 

*^  A  form  of  a  fummons  to  the  clergy  lo  draw  their 
tythe,  penned  with  legal  accuracy,  was  printed  at 
C^rk,  and  circulated  with  great  diligence  through 
many  parts  of  Munfter.  In  order  to  make  the  com* 
bination  univerfal,  fome  of  the  moft  a&ive  and  intelli* 
gent  members  of  it  adminiftered  oaths  to  all  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  at  the  Romifli  Chapels  and  market- 
towns. 

To  varniih  over  the  knavery  and  turpitude  of  theic 
defigns,  they  publifhed  a  tything-Uble^  according  to 
which  they  pretended  that  they  would  pay  the  cle^  ; 
but  to  which  they  did  not  adhere ;  and,  if  they  ImuL 
done  to,  it  would  not  have  afforded  than  a  fubfiflence* 
Befides,  by  fwearingnot  to  hire  horfts  to  them,  and  bjr 
a  great  number  of  them  coihbining  to  fever  the  tythe^ 
and  draw  their  corn,  on  the  iame  day,  they  completely 
robbed  them  of  their  property;  and  the  Prottftant 
clergy  would  a^ually  have  ftarved,  but  that  an  Aft  ot 
Parliamcnl  paffed  lA  the  year  178^^  to  cnd^le  them  to 
9  #  4  recover 
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recover  the  tythes  of  which  they  had  been  defrauded 
in  this  manner: 

**  At  laftj  the  Proteftant  clergy  in  the  County  of  Cork 
were  fo  much  intimidated  by  the  menaces  and  infnlts 
which  they  received  from  theni,  that  many  were  obli* 
ged  to  fly  to  the  City  of  Cork  for  protcdiqn.    Thefe 
traitors  foon  proceeded  from  one  aft  of  violence  to 
another^  and  eftablifhed  fuch  a  fyftem  of  terror,  that 
landlords  were  afraid  to  diftrain  for  rent,  or  to  fue  by 
civil  procefs  for  money  due  by  note.    They  took  arma 
from  Protcftants,  and   levied  money  to   buy  ammu- 
nition.   Tbey  broke  open  goals,  fet  fire  to  hay  and  com, 
and  even  to  houfes,  efpecially  to  thofe  occupied  by  the 
army.     At  laft  they  had  the  audacity  to  threaten  ibc 
Cities  of  Limerick  and  Cork,  and  the  Town  of  Ennis, 
the  capital  of  Clare,  with  famine;  and  took  meafures 
to  prevent  farmers  and  fifliermen  from  conveying  fup- 
plies  of  i^rovifions  to  them.    They  proceeded  by  fuch  a 
regular  fyftem,  that  they  eftablillied  a  kind  of  poft-oflfice, 
for  communication^  by  which  they   conveyed  their 
notices  with  celerity  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  their 
meetings,  which  were  frequent  and  numerous. 

**  This  fpirit  of  riot  and  infurreftion  occafioned  the 
paffing  of  a  law  in  the  year  1787,  drawn  by  the  prcfent 
lord  Clare,  entitled,  *'  An  A61  to  prevent  tumultuous 
rifings  and  affemblies,  and  for  the  more  effectual  pu- 
nifhment  of  perfons  guilty  of  outrage,  riot,  -atnA  illegal 
combination,  arid  of  adminiftering  and  taking  unlaw- 
fill  bathB;*'  and  in  the  formation  of  that  law,  he 
fh^wed  the  fame  political  .wifdom,  and  firrfinefsofmind, 
which  he  evinced  on  all  fubfequent  occafions.  By 
tfrat  law  'Government  were  empowered  to  raife  an 
attncd  police  ih  afty  counly  they  chofc^  and  the 
"  ■    '        '  *  introduftion 
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in  trod  u£t  ion  of  it  into  the  Counties  of  Kilkenny, 
Tipperary,  Cork,  and  Kerry,  occafioned  fuch  a  re- 
volution in  the  morals  and  manners  of  their  inha* 
bitants^  and  was  fo  efficient  ia  preferving  focial 
order,  that  fome  of  the  principal  lanidbolders  in  them 
declared  openly  in  Parliament,  that  their  eftates  ^*  B. 
were  encreafed  two  years  purchafe  in  value  by  that 
falutary  ftatute. 

"  An  ingenious  foreigner  obferved  to  me,  that  he 
never  faw  a  country  in  which  fo  many  proclamations 
were  iflued  againft  malefadors,  and  the  commiifion 
of  crimes,  as  in  Ireiandj  a  fure  proof  of  th&  feeble 
execution  of  the  laws ! 

**  At  laft,  Doftor  Woodward,  Biftiop  of  Cloyne,  Of  Dr. 
fhocked  and  alarmed  at  feeing  his  clergy  driven  from  wald/si- 
their  houfes  to  the  City  of  Cork,  whither  they  went  cu>^^l 
for  an  afylum,  and  that  a  confpiracy  was  formed  for 
the  deftruftion  of  the  Proteftant  Church,  wrote  a  very 
able  pamphlet,  dating  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
inftfrre£kion  in  Munfter,  hoping  thereby  to  roufe  Gor 
vernment  to  take  meafures  for  its  defence. 

"Nolhingmarked  fo  flrongly  the  depravity  of  the  times, 
as  the  malignant  attacks,  attended  with  (currility  and 
abufe,  which  were  made  on  this  amiable  prelate,  for 
this  feafonable  and  fpirited  difcharge  of  his  paftoral 
duty.  I  had  the  honour  of  being  well  acquainted 
with  him,  and  I  never  knew  a  perfon  more  profoundly 
and  elegantly  learned,  or  fo  well  verfed,  not  only  in 
every  thing  that  concerned  the  ecclefiaftical  depart- 
ment, but  in  the  various  duties  of  every  line  of  focial^ 
life.  Having  vifited  every  part  of  the  Continent,  he, 
fpoke  the  modern  languages  with  great  fluency  and, 
purity,  and  had  uncommon  eafe  and  affability  of 
manner. 
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'^He  haid  the  mod  exalted  piety,  and  was  tiot  only 
very  charitable  himfelfi  but  an  a&ive  promoter,  of 
publick  charities.  His  eloquence  in  the  pulpit  was 
irrefiftible,  as  his  ftyle  was  nervous  and  elegant ;  his 
voice  was  loud  and  harmonious,  and  he  had  great 
dignity  of  manner. 

''  With  an  thefe  exalted  qualities  and  endowments, 
he  poflefled  the  mod  brilliant  wit,  and  fucb  a  happy 
vein  of  humour,  as  enlivened  fociety  wherever  he 
happened  to  be. 

"  This  neceflary  and  important  duty,  the  negle6b 
of  which  would  have  been  criminal,  drew  on  him  a 
hoft  of  foes,  coniifting  of  Popifh  Bifiiops,  Priefts, 
Friars,  and  Prefbyteriau  Miniflers,  who  abufed  and 
vilified  him  with  fmgular  malignity ;  and  even  fome 
Members  of  Parliament  had  the  hardened  audacity  to 
arraign  him  with  much  feverity. 

*'  This  amiable  prelate  made  a  moil  eloquent  fpeech 
in  fnpport  of  the  privileges  granted  to  the  Roman-Ca- 
tholicks  in  the  year  178a. 

**This  fpirit  of  infurre&ion  fpread  over  mod  parts  of 
Munfter.  The  confpirators  bound  each  other  by  oath 
to  refill  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  to  obey  none  but 
thofe  of  Captain  Kight;  and  fo  flridly  did  they 
adhere  to  them,  that  the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County 
^f  Waterford*  could  not  procure  a  perion  to  execute 
the  fentence  of  the  law  on  one  of  thefe  mifcreants 
who  was  condemned  to  be  whipped  at  Carrick-on- 
Suir,  though  he  offered  a  large  fum  of  money  for 
thatpurpofe.  He  was  therefore  under  the  neceffity 
of  performing  that  duty  himfelf,  in  the  face  of  an 
enraged  mob. 

^  The  writer  of  these  pages  was  High  Sheriff  at  that  time. 

After 
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Aft£b  ibis  long,  but,  I  truftj  not  unintereftiti| 
extraft  from  Sir  Richard  Mufgrave's  Memoirt  of  the 
RebeUions  in  Ireland,  I  return  to  the  permiffioo  which 
the  King's  Minifters  of  State  in  April,  1766,  gave,  by 
connivance,  to  Mr.  Oliver  Briand^  a  Roman-Catho* 
lick  Prieft  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck,  to  go  to  France 
in  order  to  be  confecrated  as  Bifliop  of  that  Province, 
and  then  to  return  to  Quebeck,  and  exercile  bis  epif^ 
copal  fundions  in  that  Province;  which  permiffioA 
was  at  that  time  reported  to  have  been  obtained  from 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  by  the  advice  and  influence 
of  Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  The  only  argument  I  hear'd 
alledged  at  that  time  in  defence  of  that  meafure,  was 
to  the  following  effeft;  <<  That,  fince,  by  the  Capitu- 
'*  lation  which  Sir  Jeffery  Amherft  granted  to  the  Mar- 
'*  quis  of  Vaudreuil^  the  French  Govemour  of  Canadaf 
*'  in  September,  1760,  when  that  country  was  furren* 
<«dered  to  the  Britifli  arms,  and  by  the  fubfequent 
*'  ceflion  of  it  to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain  by  the 
*'  Treaty  of  Peace,  (igned  at  Paris,  in  February,  lj93^ 
^^  it  had  been  fiipulated  *  that  the  worihip  prc;r^ribed 
*'  by  the  Rom^-C^tholick  Religion  (hould  be  tokrated 
'<  in  the  Province,  and  that  the  Roman^Catholick 
<<  inhabitants  (hould  be  permitted  to  aflemble  in  their 
**  Churches  and  Chapels  to  hear  Mafs,  and  rectivc 
^*  the  Sacraments  of  the  Romiih  Religion,  as  hereto^- 
*'  fore,*  it  was  neceflary  not  only  to  permit  the  IUk\ 
«^  man-Catholic^  Priefts  that  were  then  in  the  Province 
*<  to  continue  to  officiate  in  the  fai^  Cbiirches  and 
<<  Chapels  without  any  mQleftation,^tMltO  peno2li  tttiM 

*«Plrieib, 
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^^  Priefts  to  fuccccd  them  in  the  difcharge  of  thofc 
*'  religious  duties,  when  deaths  or  any  other  event, 
'^  fliall  have  deprived  the  people  of  the  fervices  of  thofc 
*'*  who  were  then  in  office.  But  in  the  manner  of  pro- 
Iding  for  this  fucceffibn  of  new  Romifh  Priefts  upon 
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**'  the  death  of  thofc  now  in  Office,  it  is  neceffary  for 
'*  the  Government  to  be  very  cautious.  For,  if  they 
'^  riegleS  to  make  fome  fafe  and  prudent  provifion  for 
**  the  regular  fupply  of  new  Priefts  to  fucceed  to  the 
*^  prefent  fet  upon  the  vacancies  that  will  arifcby  death 
'^  or  any  other  caufe,  there  is  great  reafon  to  apprehend 
'*  that  frefli  Priefts  will  conje  into  the  Province,  from 
^  Old  France,  who  will  be  attached  to  the  interefts  of 
**  that  Kingdom,  and,  perhaps,  be  employed  by  the. 
*'  French  Minifters  of  State,  as  fpies  and  emiftaries,  to 
"  keep- up  a  fpirit  of  difaffeftion  in  the  minds  of  the 
''  French,  or  Canadian,  inhabitants  of  the  Province 
^^  to 'the  Englifh  Government,  and  a  fecret  wifli  to  be 
''again  fubjcft  to  the  Crown  of  France.  And,  to 
*'  avoid  this  danger,  the  eaiieft  and  moft  prudent  way 
•'  of  proceeding  feems  to  be  to  permit  a  Popifti  Bifiiop 
"  of*  well-known  Loyalty  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain, 
"  and  who  has  refided  for  many  years  paft  in  the 
**  Province,  and  who  has  few,  or  no,  connexions  with 
f*  Old  France,  fuch  as  Monjieur  Olivier  Briand,  tp 
"  refidein  the  Province  in  a  very  liumble  and  private 
**  manner,  with  a  fmall  revenue  to  fupport  him ;  that 
'*  he  might  be  ready,  upon  the  vacancy  of  any  Parifli- 
*'  Church  in  the  Provipce,  by  the  death  of  the  incum- 
'^  bent,  immediately  Wordain  a  new  Prieft  that  hact 
''been  both  born  and  6/ed  in  the  Province,  to  b«^ 
*'  prefented  to  'the  faid  vacant  benefice;  for  which 
'*  employments  there  would,  probably,  be  always  a 
**^  fufficient  tiurfber  of  young  Candidates,  both  born 

«'  and 
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*^and'cduciated  in  \ht  Province,  becairfe  there  is  In 
^*  the  Town   of  Oueb^ck  a  Seminary,    or  College, 
^*  of  Roman*  Catholick  Prlefts,    of  about  five  or  fix 
**  in  number,    which    had   been  long  ago  built  and* 
"  endowed   fufliciently   with   landed   eftates   for   the 
"  maintenance  of  the  Priefts  that  belong  to  it,  and^ 
^'  whofe  duty  it  is  to  educate  yonng  men  for  the  Ro- 
•'  man-Catholick  Prieft-hood.      And  it  was  alledgcd 
•*  that  fuch  an  humble  and  private  Bifliop,  who  would* 
"  cxercife  no  other  of  his*  Epifcopal  powers  but  that  of 
*^  ordaining  Priefls,  and  that  only  at  the  requifitioti  of 
*'  the  Governour  of  the  Province,  and   who  might 
'*  therefore  be  confidered  as  a  mere  manufaOure^  of 
"  PrieJlSi  or  (according  to  a  French  expreflion  which' 
"  was  at  that  time  reported  to  have  been  ufed  by  Mr. 
*'  Oliver  Briand  himfelf  upon  the  occafion,)  unjimple 
^*faiseuT  de  prltres^  would  be  a  very  fafe  and  conve- 
**  nient  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Governour  for 
*'  canying  into  execution  the  proraife  made  to  the ' 
*'  inhabitants  of  the  Province,  of  tolerating  the  worfhip 
"  of  their  Religion,  without  at  the  fame  time  incurring* 
«  the   danger  above-mentioned  of  admitting  French 
*'  fpies  into  the  Province  under  the  charadler  of  Ro- 
"  roan-Catholic  Priefts." 

This  was  the  argument  that  I  beared  mentioned  at 
the  time,  as  that  which  had  been  employed  by  the 
advocates  of  this  meafure  to  prevail  upon  the  King's 
Minifters  of  that  time  to  confcnt  to  it,  and  which 
(enforced,  probably,  by  the  addrefs  and  eloquence  of 
Mr.  Edmund  Burke,)  proved  fuccefsfiil.  It  is,  however, 
in  my  opinion,  rather  fpecious  than  folid  and  fatisfac- 
tory.  But,  if  it  was  perfectly  juft  and  conclufive  in 
favour  of  the  meafure  of  permitting  a  Popifh  Bilfaop  to 
refide  in  the  Province  of  Quebeck,  it  muft  at  leaft  be  al- 
lowed 
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lowed  that  fuch  ameafureought  xvol  to  have  bceo  adopted 
without  the  authority  of  an  Aft  of  Parliament,  to  take 
it  otitof  the  operation  of  the  important  and  fundamental 
Statute  above-mentioned  of  the  1ft  of  Queen -Eli* 
zabeth,  virbich  prohibits  the  exercife  of  any  power 
derived  from  the  Pope,  not  only  in  the  Kingdom  of 
England  itfelf,  and  the  dominions  thereunto  belonging 
ait  that  time,  but  in  all  the  dominions  that  {hall  belong 
to  it  ai  am/^  future  time.  And  therefore,  for  want  of 
fuch  ato  A£t  of  Pailiament  to  authorize  it,  the  (aid 
meafuie  was  illegal. 

But,  if  it  had  been  legal,  it  would  not  have  been 
a  pnident  meafure>  notwitftanding  the  plaufibility  of 
the  foregoing  argument  in  it's  favour.  For  it  was 
almoft  certain,,  that  any  Romati-Catholick  Prieft  who 
{hould  be  permitted  to  refide  in  the  Province  of  Que- 
beck  after  having  been  confecrated  Biibep  of  it,  would 
(notwithftanding  any  declarations  that  he  might  have 
made  to  the  Eoglifli  Government,  in  order  to  obtain 
fuch  permiffion,  "  that  he  (hould  confiderhimfelf  only 
as  an  Ordainer  of  New  Prie/ls  when  they  fiiould  be 
wanted  to  fupply  the  vacant  benefice3,  and  would 
never  exert  any  of  the  other  powers  belonging  to  bis 
Epifcopal  OiHce,) — I  fay,  it  waa  aknoft  certain  that  he 
would  (notwithftanding  fuch  declarations)  exert  many 
other  powers  of  his  office  over  the  Roman-Catholick. 
inhabitants  of  the  Province,  which  might  have  very 
important  eflfe6is  both  on  the  Romaa-Cathdick  Priefts 
and  the  laiety  of  the.  fame  religion,  and  would  proha> 
bly  greatly  check  and  difcourag^  both  thoCe  defcriptionft 
of  his  Majefty's  new,  or  Canadian,  fubj|e£b  firom. 
convetfing  freely  and  aftbciatiog  with  the  Britifkinhar 
bttants  of  the  Province^  and  from  reading  the  books 
of  the-^few  Teftament,,  and  inquiring  into  the  nature 

of 
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of  the  Proteftant  Religion  and  iCs  difference  from  tbai 
of  the  Church  of  Rome ;  of  which  inquiries  the  natural 
confequence  would  have  been  that  many  of  them 
would  have  become  converts  to  the  Dodriiie  of  the 
Church  of  £ngland.  And  accordingly  it  was  found 
that,  when  Mr.  Oliver  Briand  returned  into  the  Pro- 
vince of  Qiiebeck,  he  took  upon  himfelf  the  title  of 
Olivier  Briandj  par  la  Grace  de  Dieu  et  du  Saint  Siige^ 
Evesque  de  Quibec,  andj  after  having,  upon  his  ar- 
rival in  the  Province  in  June,  1766,  declined  the  com- 
pliments ufually  paid  to  his  predeceflbrs  in  that  high 
oflSce^  and  declared  to  his  friends,  "  that  he  did  not 
'^  come  into  the  Province  to  be  a  Biihop  upon  the 
**  fame  high  footing  as  his  prcdeceflbrs  in  the  time  of 
*^  the  French  Government,  and  was  not  therefore 
''  intitled,  and  did  not  deiire,  to  be  treated  with>  the 
'^  fame  ceremony  and  refpeft  as  had  been  ufed  towards 
''  tbem?  but  that  he  was  only  un^mfle/aiseurdepritrest 
"  a  mere  Ordaiuer  of  New  Friefts,"  and  havings  for  a 
month  or  two,  worn  only  a  commoa  black  gown,  likC' 
the  otbet  Bpman-Catholick  Priefts,  he  grew  tired  oi^ 
this  humble  jway  of  proceeding,  and  dcelfed  himlidf  in 
a  purple  robe,  with  a  golden  crofs  at  his  breafl,  which 
are  the  ufual  enfigQS  of  the  Epifcopal  dignity  among 
the  Roman-CatboUcks ;  and  afterwards  he  very  freely 
exercifed  the  tremendous  powers  of  fufpcndiog;  priefta 
from  the  exercife  of  their  clerical  funAions  and.  de- 
priving them  of  theit  benefices,  and.  excommunicating; 
and  depriving  perfons  of  the  Sacraments,,  and  inters 
dicing  divine  worlbip  in  Churches  and.  Chapels. 
Amongft  other  exercifea  of  thefe  high  powers  beloog'- 
mg  to  him  as  Bifliop  of  Quebecfc»  he  publiflied-  % 
circular  Iietter  to.  the  Roman-CalboUck  inbabtiants  to, 
exhart  them,  tot  take  arma  for  the  Crmwti.againft  tbi^ 
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olhex  Aj;nerican8  in  the  beginning  of  the  American 
war,  in  which  he  promifed  indulgencies  to  thofe  who 
ihould  comply  with  his  exhortations,  and  threatened 
thofe  who  fliould  refufe  to  do  fo,  with  excommunica- 
tion. And  by  this  Letter  as  well  as  by  feveral  aSs  of 
haughtinefs  and  violence,  he  very  much  difgufted  the 
Canadians,  as  my  readers  may  fee  by  coufulting  the  * 
fecond  volume  of  my  Quebeck  papers,  in  pages  111, 

112,   113,  U4.     So   different   did   his  conduft 

in  the  Province,  when  in  a6lual  pofleffion  of  the  office 
appear  to  be  from  that  of  the  mere  occafional  ordainer 
of  new  priefts,  le  fimpU  falseur  de  priiresj  wtich 
he  had  promifed  to  be  when  he  follicited  the  permif- 
fion  to  return'  to  the  Province  after  having  been  made 
it's  Bifhop. 

As  for  the  advantages  that,  it  was  pretended,  would 
refult  to  the  Province  of  Quebeck,  from  the  permiffion 
given  to  a  Popifli  Bifliop  to  refide  there,  by  fumilhing 
a  means  of  fupplying  the  vacant  benefices  with  frefli 
Priefts  without  admitting  any  to  come  there  from  Old 
France,  they  might  eafily  have  been  obtained  without 
this  dangerous  and  illegal  meafure,  by  purfuing  the 
following  plan.  The  Seminary,  or  College,  of  Que- 
beck, might  have  been  preferved,  with  all  its  members 
and  teachers  of  Popifli  divinity,  and  its  revenues, 
(which  are  faid  to  amount  to  fix  or  feven  hundred 
pounds  fterling  a  year,)  for  the  education  of  young 
Canadians  to  the  profeflSon  of  the  Prieft-hood :  and, 
when  they  had  attained  the  proper  age  for  taking  orders 
in  that  Church,  thefe  young  men  might  have  been 
fen^ove^  to  England  at  the  King's  expence  with  the 
Gtevemour's  recommendation  to  his  Majcfty's  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  America,  as  young  men  of  good 
behaviour  and  principles,  that  were  fit  to  be  made 
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Priefts  snd  hold  benefices  in  the  ProTitice.  ^nd  flPoitt 
England  they  might  have  been  fent  to  Munfter  in 
Germany,  or  to  the  Popifli  canton  of  Lucerne  in  Svvit* 
serland,  (attended  by  fome  proper  and  trufty  com*^ 
panton,  who  (hould  have  taken  care  that  they  fliould 
not  have  fet  their  foot  in  Old  F^rance)  with  recom* 
mendationst  if  they  had  gone  to  Switzerland,  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  America  to  his  Majefty'j 
Refident^  or  other  Minifter,  to  the  Swifg  Cantons; 
and  there  they  they  might  have  been  ordained  to  the 
Prieft-hood  of  the  Church  of  Rome  by  the  Bifliop  of 
Munfter,  or  of  Lucerne,  or  fuch  othefr  Roman-Catho-* 
lick  diftria,  (not  in  Old  France^)  as  hit  Majefty,  in 
bis  Royal  Wiffdom,  (bould  have  (hongbt  fit  to  fend 
them  to*  And,  When  thus  ordained  Priefts  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  by  fuch  foreign  Popifli  Bifltop,  they 
Oiould  have  returned  to  England,  and  from  thence  to 
Qaebeck  by  the  firft  convenient  opportunities^  at  the 
King's  expence.  Such  a  voyage  to  Europe  would 
probably  have  been  confideredf,  by  the  young  Candi- 
dates for  the  Prieft-hood  who  (hould  have  had  occafion 
to  take  it,  as  a  party  of  pleafure  rather  than  a  hardfhip. 
And  the  expence  of  it  to  thter  Publick  would  have  been 
trifling;  perhaps  5ool.  or  400!.  once  in  three  or  four 
years.  For,  as  the  whole  number  of  pariflles  in  the 
Province  is  but  128,  (at  leaft  it  was  no  greater  in  the 
year  1767;  I  know  not  how  many  new  pariflies  may 
have  been  created  Once :)  a  fupply  of  two  new  Priefts 
a  year,  or  fix  or  feven  every  tlvree  year^,  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  keep  the  benefices  always  full.  By 
this  obvious  and  eafy  method  of  procuring  new  Priefts 
for  the  ftjpport  of  the  Roman-Catholiek  Religion 
agreeably  to  the  toleration  prom ifed  by  the  Capitulation 
and  Treaty  of  Pesece,  the  (uppofed  neceffity  of  penml^ 
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ting  a  PoptA  Bifliop  to  refide  in  the  Province  miglA 
have  been  avoided. 

If  the  young  French,  or  Canadian,  scholars,  edu* 
cated'al  the  Popiih  Seminary  at  Quebeck,  for  the 
prieft*hood  in  Canada,  had  been  ordained  prieAa  in 
this  manner  by  the  Bifhop  of  Munfier,  or  fome  other 
Roman*Caibolick  biihop  in  Germany,  or  Switzerland, 
and  been  immediately  fent-back  to  Quebeck  in  a 
King's  fhip,  to  be  appointed  to  officiate  in  the  vacant 
Churches  of  the  Province,  it  would,  I  prefume,  have 
been  expedient  to  dircA  that  they  (hould  be  appointed, 
or  collated,  to  thofe  Churches  by  the  Governour  of 
the  Province,  to  hold  the  fame  during  his  Majefty's 
pleafure:  and  thus  the  whole  body  of  them  would 
have  been  dependant  on  the  Crown,  and  would,  pro* 
bably,  have  ufed  their  influence  over  the  Inhabitants 
of  their  feveral  pariflies,  to  promote  their  attachment 
to  the  Englifli  Government,  and  to  induce  them  to  re- 
linquifli  their  former  prejudices  in  favour  of  that  of 
France.  And,  in  this  ftate  of  things,  it  is  highly  pro* 
bable  that  feveral  of  these  Roman-Catholick  parilbr 
priefis,  or  Curates,  (as  they  were  there  called,)  being 
free  from  the  controul,  or  authority,  of  any  Popifli 
biihop,  or  other  Ecclefiaftical  Superiour  in  the  Pro- 
vince, would  have  ventured  to  read  with  attention  the 
books  of  the  New  Testament,  and  to  inquire  into  the 
grounds  of  the  differences  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  from  thofe  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, and,  in  confequence  of  fuch  examination, 'would 
often  have  been  inclined  to  adopt  fome  of  the  doctrines, 
if  not  all,  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  particularly 
to  think  it  lawful  to  ufe  the  Liturgy  of  the  Chnreh  of 
England,  tranflated  into  French,  in  their  Churches, 
inftead  of  the  Latin  Mafs ;  and  that,  uix>n  thefe  changes 
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in  their  opinions  upon  tl^efe  fubjefts»  they  would  havr 
become  the  means  of  converting  their  pari(hioners  to 
their  new  way  of  thinking  upon  them»  as  Wickliffi 
the  great  Engliih  Reformer^  did  in  England^  with  aso 
tonilbing  fuccefs^  in  the  reign  of  King  Richard  the  II* 
And,  that  fuch  changes  of  opinion  in  religious  matters 
as  (hould  have  been  recommended  by  the  parifli-priefts 
to  their  Parifliionerii^  would  have  been  readily  adopted 
by  the  latter, — and,  more  efpccially,  that  of  thclawful- 
neTs  of  making  ufe  of  the  Englifti  Liturgy,  tranilated 
into  French,  in  their  Churches  inftead  of  the  Latin 
Mafs^-~I  have  hardly  any  doubt,  from  all  that  I  could 
colIe&  of  the  fentiments  and  inclinations  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  province  from  a  refidence  in  it  during  three 
years,  from  Septen^ber,  1766,  to  September,  1769^ 
and  from  converfing  during  that  time  with  a  great 
variety,  of  the  French,  or  Canadian,  inhabitants  of  it« 
And  this  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  that  wife  and  judicious 
Statesman  as  well  as  great  and  succefsful  General,  Sir 
Jeffery  Amherft,  who  conquered  that  whole  Province 
and  granted  the  Marquis  of  Vaudreiiil,  the  French  Go- 
vemour  of  it,  the  Capitulation  of  September,  1760*  For, 
about  the  month  of  May,  1774,  when  the  Bill  for  re* 
gulating  the  government  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck, 
was  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  late  Earl 
of  Dartnu>uth,  Sir  Jc0ery  called  upon  me  at  my  cham- 
bers in  the  Temple,  to  converfe  upon  the  provifions  of 
that  Bill,  of  which  he  exprefled  a  firong  difapprobation, 
and  more  particularly  of  the  claufe  that  efiabiybei  the 
Popifli  Religion  in  Canada,  by  giving  the  Popifli  priefts 
a  legal  right  to  their  tyihes,  which  he  had  expreffly 
refuted  to  grant  them  by  the  Capitulation  of  Septem* 
ber,  1760,  and  had  referred  to  the  future  Declaration 
of  the  King's  pleafure  on  that  fubject;  which  Poda- 
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Ktion  had  never  been  made  from  the  furrender  of  the 
Province  in  September,  176O,  lo  the  introduAion  of 
that  Quebeck-bill  into  the  hoiift;  oF  Lords  in  May, 
n?*,  and  the  right  of  the  Priefts  to  fue  their  parilh- 
iohers  for  their  tythes  in  courts  of  Juftice,  had  there- 
fore been  coniidered  as  fufpended  during  the  long  in- 
terval of  14  years  from  September,  1760,  to  May,  1774. 
This  claufe  he  therefore  highly  difapproved-of,  as  being 
a  wanton  and  unneceffary  ejlablijbfneni  of  Popery  in 
the  Province,  inftead  of  a  mere  toleration  of  it,  or 
permifiion  to  attend  the  worjb'ip  of  it  in  their  Churches 
and  Chapels  without  any  molestation,  either  to  them- 
felves  or  their  priefts ;  which  was  all  that  was  flipu- 
laled  by  either  the  capitulation  of  September,  1760,  or 
the  Treaty  of  Paris  in  February,  1763.  And  it  was 
certainly  not  neceflTary  for  the  fatisfadion  of  the  balk 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Canada,  becaufe  they  were  very 
well  pteafed  to  be  left  at  liberty  either  to  pay  their 
tythes,  or  to  let  it  alone,  as  they  thought  fit ;  though, 
from  an  attachment  to  their  religion,  they,  for  the 
mod  p«i^t,  thought  fit  tor  pay  them. .  And  I  remember 
that  Sir  Jeffery  told  me  at  the  fame  time,  that  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  fufiicient  for  the  fatis&ctioir 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province,  to  have  otAy  per^ 
mitted  the  Curates,  or  Parifh-priefls,  who  were  in  the 
Province  at  the  time  of  the  Capitulation,  to  have  con- 
tinued in  pofll'flion  of  their  benefices  during  their  lives, 
and  then  to  have  fupplied  their  places  by  Protestant 
French  minifters,  who  (hould  have  confonned  to  the 
Church  of  England  and  have  read  the  Liturgy  of  it| 
tranflated  into  French,  to  their  {everal  Congregations. 
And  I  remember  that  a  French  merchant  at  Quebeck, 
who  was  a  native  of  old  France,  and  a  man  of  uncom- 
mon talents  and  great  'reading  and  knowledge,  and 
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4ri8*«a'  (mfeiid  ftMmtfuChAhoKek,  ^tfiottgh  be  w& 
reekofied  by  mtny  perTonB  of  thai  dty,  to  be  wb«t 
the  Ffeneh*i!a1l  ii  Phikn^her^  or  in  unMiever  in  All 
rtvealed  religion^  wenf  further  ftHI  than  Sir  Jifhtj 
•Aniherft  in  the  opinion  that  the  ProteRant  reKgioo  df 
t&e  Church  of  Englaifd  nright  have  eafily  been  intf^ 
duetd  mto  the  Province^.  For  one  day,  when  he  dined 
•with  me  at  my  houfe  at  Quebeck,  he  told  me  of  hf ii 
mmwoord,  (I  having  faid  nothing  to  lead  to  H,)  thttt 
kt  waaforprized  chat  theEngli(h  Govemmeut  bad  nor, 
'immediaceiy  after  the  ceflion  of  the  Provinoe  to  the 
<3mwa  of  England,  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  Febru^ 
«ry,  1768,  imrodnced  into  it  at  once  the  Proteftam 
religion  aa  fettled  in  the  Chureh  of  England  $  adding, 
that  he  was  perfuaded  that  it  would  havjfr  been  r^adtly 
fQbmiCted*to  and  acquiesed-in  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Province,  who,  as  the  Clergy  of  the  Chureh  of 
Enghod  have  retained  fome  of  the  Ecclefiaftical  veft- 
inents  of  the  Romiih  Clergy,  fuch  as  the  gown,  and 
band,  and  furplice,  would  have  hardly  penseived  the 
change  from  one  religion  to  the  other.  In  this,  how*> 
ever,  I  could  not  agree  with  the  Philofopber,  but  was 
always  defirous,  from  motives  both  of  Juftice  and  Pru^ 
dence,  that  they  ihould  enjoy  a  compleat  toleration  of 
their  religion  to  the  full  extent  of  the  Capitulation  and 
4he  Treaty  of  Peace,  but  without  an  eftabltfliment  of 
it,  which  the  body  of  the  People  in  the  Province  did 
by  no  means  wi(h-for,  and  which  was  afterwards  un« 
neceflarily  re-impofed  upon  them,  rather  than  granted 
to  them,  by  the  Quebeck-a£l  of  the  year  1774. 

But,  whatever  might  have  been  the  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  a  plan  of  gradually  converting  the  Canadians  to 
the  Protestant  ricligion,  by  encouraging,  or,  at  lead,  per- 
mitting, their  own  priefts  to  become  the  inftruments  of 
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fuch  c6nv<erfiohi»,  in  ^iife<)uence  of  thmk  %im  fiee  ex* 
Asisiation  of  the  grofundi  of  the  differeocet  belveeB 
the  doArines  of  the  two  reKgions  and  their  febTequent 
eofiTiAion  of  the  errora  of  the  Romifli  doftrtoes  i— eH 
hopei  of  that  kind  were  counter-aAed^  and  almoAde* 
ftroyed,  by  the  unfortunate  meafure,  adopted  in  the 
year  ITSS^of  permitting  Mr.J^hn  Ottver  BriandU^tt^ 
lorn  to  Quebeek  in  the  character  of  Bifliop  of  the  Pkk 
mice. For)  by  the  power  of  suspending  priefla  fran  the 
eiercife  of  their  clerical  {iin£tiont»  akid  depriving  thefll 
of  their  benefices^  and  interdiding  the  perfonnaoce  tf 
4ivine  worfliipin  whcde  pariihea,  which  be  daitncd 
tnd  exereifed  on  various  oceafions,  he  kept  ,thl!  clergy 
Xk  fuch  a  dale  of  termr  and  fubjeAion  to  hini^  that  no 
pateft  would  ever  venture  to  exprefa  any  doubta  coDoorn- 
lag  the  doAfinea  of  the  Church  of  Rome^  or  take  thte 
amalleft  step  towards  an  adoption  of  the  dodrines  of 
the  Church  of  England.  Two  leniarkable  inftandea  of 
bii  exercife  of  these  dangeroua  eptfcopal  powers  io  the 
Province  of  Qod>eck,  exhibit  fo  clearly  the  improdeaee 
jof  the  meafure  of  permitting  him  to  return  into  the 
Province  JD  the  chaiaAer  of  its  Biihop^  Chat^  though 
they  have  already  been  publiflied  in  the  year  1776,  in 
the  fecond  volume  of  my  Q^beck-papers,  I  will  heie 
reprint  them.  They  are  a  tranflation  from  an  extraft 
firom  abetter  written  in  French  by  a  RomanXatholiek 
gentleman  in  the  Province  of  Quebeek  to  a  friend  jn 
London  in  September^'  1775« 
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A  Translation  of  two  anecdotes  concerning 
the  conduct  of  John  Oliver  Briand,  the 
Popish  Bishop  of  Qu  check ;  extracted  from 
a  Letter  written  by  a  person  of  credit  in  the 
Province  ofQjutbeck  to  his  friend  at  London 
about  the  end  of  Septemi^,  1775.  ' 

Sbtsn  years  ago  Monfiear  Vincelot,  the  Seignior  of 
IQette,  at  the  requifitioQ  of  the  bi(hop  of  Quebeck  in 
his  vifitation  of  the  pariibes  of  his  diocefet  gave  a  piece 
ofgTouad,  eight  French  arpents  fquare,  for  the  inhabit* 
ants  of  that  parifh  to  build  a  church  upon.    And  he 
^imklf  built  upon  it^  at  his  own  expence,  an  unconv* 
moniy  fpacious  parfonage^houfe,  in  which  the  people 
of  the  parifh  might  meet  to  hear  mafs  during  the  time 
Iheehurch  would  take-upin  building.  And  in  this  houfe 
the  pried  nf  the  pariih  lived.    At  the  end  of  two  yeaca 
Monfieur  Briand,  the  bi(bop,  at  the  requeil  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  higher  part  of  the  parifli,  appointed 
another  place  for  the  fituation  of  the  church  which  the 
inhabitants  of  it  were  to  build  t  and  the  inhabiunts  ao* 
eordingly  begun  to  build  the  church  in  this  latter  plaeef 
^nd  in  the  courfe  of  three  years  (they  proceeding  but 
(lowly  in  the  work)  made  it  fit  for  the  performance  of 
divine  fervice.     When  the  building  of  the  church  was 
compleated,  Mr.  Vincelot  refumed  the  pofleffion  of  the 
former  fpot  of  ground    and  of  the  parfonage-houfe 
which  he  had  built  upon  it;  grounding  his  right  to 
make  this  refumption  upon  the  non- performance  of 
tbc  condition  upon  which  alone  be  had  given  this 
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ground  to  the  pftriOi,  which  was  <Hhat  they  (hould  trtSt 
a  church  upon  it/'  This  proceeding  gave  offence  to  the 
bifliop,  who  in)  mediately  fent  orders  to  the  Curate  of 
the  parifb  to  inform  Mr.  Vincelot,  that  what  hm  had 
once  given  to  the  church,  he  could  never  after  reTume  ; 
and  that  he^  the  bifliop,  therefore  required  him  immedi^ 
ately  to  reftore  th^e  piece  of  ground  in  queftion  to  the 
Curate  of  the  parifh  ;  and  that,  if  he  refufed  to  do  fo, 
he,  the  bifliop,  would  immediately  excommunicate  him 
and  all  his  family*  This  threat  was  difregarded  by  Mr. 
Vincelot;  and  he  continued  to  Iceep  pofleflion  of  the 
piece  of  ground.  U|)oa  this  the  Prelate  flew  into  a 
rage,  and  immediately  commanded  the  fame  Curate  of 
the  parifh  to  acquaint  Mr.  Vincelot  that  he  had  excomr 
inunicated  him,  and  had  extended  the  excomTnuni-* 
eation  to  his  wife  alfo,  if  flie  joined  with  him  in  his 
refufal  to  reftore  the  land.  Upon  this  Mr.  Vincelot 
brought  the  matter  before  one  of  the  courts  of  Juftice, 
and  there  openly  reproached  the  bifliop  with  his  paf- 
fionate  and  violent  behaviour,  and  his  inordinate 
ambition  and  defire  of  making  himfelf  an  abfolute  ruler 
in  the  province,  and  declared  hin)  to  be  nothing  lefs 
than  a  difturber  of  the  publick  peace.  The  Judges 
ebferved  a  profound  filence  while  Mr.  Vincelot  was 
fpeaking,  and  then  decided,  that,  as  the  conditions 
upon  which  Mr.  Vincelot  had  made  the  donation  of 
that  piece  of  land  to  the  pariiby  had  not  been  obfervtd» 
the  land  mull  revert  to  Mr.  Vincelot,  This  affair  hap* 
pened  in  the  month  of  May,  1774,  and  wastheoccafion 
of  thebifliop's  relaxing  very  much  from  the  haughtinefs 
and  feverily  with  which  be  bad  before  treated  Mr. 
Vincelot. 

Another  and  a  much  ftronger  inftance  of  this  bifliop*s 
violence  of  temper  happened  about  four  months  after 
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<he  former.  A  man  that  lired  in  theparilhof  StJ 
JTohn,  of  which  Monfieur  Gafpd  is  the  Seignior,  want^ 
•ed  to  marry  a  woman  who  was  his  coufin,  though  in  af 
pretty  diftant  degree.  In  order  to  this  he  applied  to  ^ 
bifhop  for  a  difpenfation  to  enable  him  to  do  fo.  Af 
Mr.  6rian'd  Is  rather  fond  of  money,  he  required  of  thif  * 
poor  man,  for  the  difpenfation  he  wanted,  a  fum  of 
Aioney  which  was  greater  than  the  whole  vaVue  of  the 
tand  he  held  in  the  parilfa.  This  threw  the  poor  man 
man  into  defpair^  and  he  went  to  the  proteftant  mimf** 
ter  ofQuebeck,  and  deiired  him  to  ifaarry  him.  But 
the  minider  refufed  to  do  fo,  and  informed  him  of  th^ 
teafons  which  induced  him  to  make  this  refufal.  Upon 
this  the  man  refolves  to  take  a  new  courfe  of  his  own 
eontriving.  He  invites  his  relations  and  friends  to  hit 
houfe,  and  gives  them  afeafi  i  and,  before  they  fit-down 
4o  table,  he  produces  his  intended  bride ;  and,  in  the 
prcfence  of  the  girl's  father  and  of  all  the  company 
there  aflembled,  the  two  parties  declare  their  confent  to 
take  each  other  for  man  and  wife.  Now  this  proceed^ 
ing  was  undoubtedly  blameable ;  and  the  man  waf 
liable  to  be  punifhed  for  it.  But  the  puniiliment  of  the 
guilty  parties  was  n<rt  fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  bi(hop*4 
vengeance.  Beiides  the  man  and  the  woman  who  had 
been  thus  married,  he  excommunicated  all  the  com* 
pany  who  had  been  prefent  on  the  occafion,  and  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parifli  without  exception ;  fo  that 
Monfieur  Gafp6,  the  Seignior  of  the  parifh,  and  his 
Wife,  who  live  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  land  a  half 
from  the  place  where  this  offence  was  committed,  were 
involved  in  this  excommunication.  The  Curate  oF 
Ifleite,  who  does  the  duty  of  the  parifh  of  St.  John,  was 
fent  thither  by  the  bifhop  to  carr)'  this  fentence  of 
(excommunication  into  execution.  He  accordingly  comet 
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to  the  pari(b'cbarch,  fnd  cxtii^fliQi  tbe  laxiip  of  tbe 
principal  altar,  tbrowsKlovvn  the  wax^tap^rs  upoa  tbe 
pounds  orders  tbe  bell  to  ring,  bums  the  confecr^ted 
bread,  and  carries -away  the  box  that  contained  it,  the 
malice,  and  the  fun,  and  reads  the  fentence  ol  excom- 
munication, and  declares  that  it  is  to  continue  in  for«e 
fi>  long  as  the  pari(h  (hall  harbour  within  it  thofe  two 
lebels  to  the  authority  of  the  cburcb.    Alarmed  at  this 
terrible  threat,  the  inhabitants  of  this  unfortunate  pa- 
ri(h  depute  their  churcb-wardens  to  tbe  bifhop  ta 
implore  bis  mercy.    The  church- wardens  repair  ta 
Quebeck,  and  on  their  knees  intreat  tbe  biOiop  to  uke* 
o£f  tbe  excommunication.    But  they  could  make  na 
impreffionon  him.    On  the  contrary  be  behaved  to 
them  with  the  greatcft  rudcnefs  and  contempt,  faying^ 
<<  No  !  I  will  by  no  mtans  taie'Ojff'ibisexcotnmuMicaiica^ 
I  %0iU  teacb  yau  to  dread  ibepo%$^er  of  a  bi/bop  :  and  ib^ 
Tifi  of  tbe  province  will^  in  conseqttence  of  your  esamf 
fJsf  become  more  obedient  io  tbe  cburcb.    I  thireforei 
comnumdjou  to  drive  ibose  two  wretches  from  among 
jou :  and 9  if  you  obey  tbis  command^  I  fuill  tben  conm 
fider  what  it  may  be  proper  far  me  to  do  wilt  re$pe&  tu 
the  excommunication.**      The  poor  church-wardens, 
ilill  on  theii  knees,  ft]I  into  tears  at  thofe  har(h  words, 
and  faid  in  anfwer  to  them,    *'  tbat^  as  tbose  persons 
were  upon  tbeir  own  land,  tbey^  tbe  otber  pari/bianers, 
bad  no  authority  to  drive  them  out  oftbepari/b^  as  bis 
Lord/hip  now  required  ibem  to  do :  but  that  tbis  could 
^nly  be  done  by  tbe  Judges.**     Getyougone^you  black'- 
guards^  get  out  of  tbe  room  tbis  moment; "  repFied 
the  biihop,  and  at  the  fame  time  opened  them  the  door* 
Upon  this  they  rofe  from  their  kneeling  poftore,  to  go 
out  of  the  room.     But  one  of  them,  growing  bolder 
than  the  red,  (layed  behind  in  the  room  for  a  ibort 
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fptee  •fattme  after  ilie  left  had  quitted  if,  and  faid  to 
the  bifliop  in  a  fteady  ione  ^  -MMee,  in  the  hearing  of 
Mr.  Mabane,  (one  of  the  Judges  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleat,)  who  happened  to  be  with  the  bi(hop  at  the 
time,  *^  My  Lordy  if  this  man  had  givin  you  the  i  jo 
DoUars  tvbicb  y^u  ask$d  ^f  him  Jor  a  dispensation  to 
many  tis  nUAmf  you  would  have  granted  him  th^ 
dispiusation;  and  tieu  ba  would  not  have  hem  guilty 
of  this  offanee.  And^  notcf,  my  Lord^  that  be  bos  been 
gmlfy  ofitfjfouought  to  Imve^ confnadyour puni^tneni 
to  himalom^  asidnoi  home  euianded  it  to  tbeiuhahUaais 
of  a  wboU  parisbf  who  are  entirely  snnoceut/*  Mr« 
Mabane  wat  Amck  with  the  jnftnef^of  JtheoUeroatioiiy 
and  oould  not  refrun  from  landing  when  the  nun 
dditcreJ  it }  and  he  eameflljr  interceded  with  the  bi» 
flop^  tafccHiff  the  exrammnn  ication  •  Sut  'he  did  not 
fiioceed.  For  the  bifliop*  thought  fit  to  continue  it  for 
two  months  longer,  and  then  at  Uft  took  it  off  at  the 
handle  and  urgent  requeft  of  Monfieur  and  Madame 
Gafpi.  This  fiory  was  related  to  me  by  Francis  Le 
Clercy  one  of  the  chmcti-wardens  above-mentioned^ 
who  watted  on  thebiftiop  at  the  defire  of  the  other 
inhabitanta  of  the  parift  on  the  occafion  above« 
recited. 


The  French  extraA,  of  which  this  is  a  tranflatioUf 
may  be  feen  in  the  fecond  volume  of  my  Quebeck 
l^perfj  in  pages  120^  121,  122^126.  F.M. 


Uemarlt 


4CI 


Remarks  on  the  true  meaning  of  the  words 
Toleration^  Endowment,  and  Establish* 
MENT,  wken  appKed  to  a  Religion  adopted 
and  permitted  in  any  countrj/. 

I  H  ATB  obferved  that  fome  people  are  apt  to  nfe  diefe 
words  in  a  confafed  manner,  or  without  anoering  dt£« 
tio&  Ideas  to  them^  when  applied  to  a  mode  of  Religioa 
that  is  permitted  or  adopted  in  any  country;  whidk 
makes  it  difficult  to  underftand  thetr  reafenings  on  tho 
Atbjeft  and  to  come  to  any  juft  and  iatisCeiftory  coo* 
clufions  on  it  It  will  therefore  be  ufeful  to  ftate  the 
federal  diftin&  Ideas  which  ought  to  be  anneied  to 
them  in  difcuffions  upon  this  fubjeft. 

Now  it  appears  to  me  that  there  are  three  diflerent 
methods  in  which  a  Keligion,  that  is  permitted  by  the 
Government  of  a  country  to  be  profefled  and  praAifed 
in  it)  may  be  fupported^  which  may  be  difttnguiflied 
from  each  other  by  the  words  Toleration^  Biulov/meni, 
and  Establishment* 
TheToTe-  When  the  Government  of  a  country  permits  the 
Religion,  profeflbrs  of  a  Religion  to  meet- together  in  places  of 
worfliip  of  their  own  building,  or  hiring,  and  to  have 
divine worfliip  performed  in  them,  according  to  the  Rites 
ant!  Ceremonies  which  they  chufe  to  adopt,  by  prieftst 
or  minifters,  of  their  own,  whom  they  employ  and  hire 
for  the  pur|)ofe,  that  Religion  is  said  to  be  tolerated. 

Thus  the  Quakers  are  tolerated  in  England,  and  fuch 
of  thePrefbyterians  and  other  Proteftant  Diflenters  from 
the  church  of  England  as  comply  with  the  conditions 
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tequired  by  the  two  Toleration-acts  of  the  iWilliaitt 
and  Mary^  and  the  19  of  the  prefent  king  George  the 
III.  are  also  Tolerated.  But  the  other  proteftant  diflent- 
ers^  who  do  not  comply  with  thofe  conditions^  are  not 
tolerated,  but  are  expofed  to  the  penalties  of  fevere  laws 
for  worfliipping  God  according  to  their  coufciences  in 
their  meeting-houfes,  or  conventicles,  as  they  are  called 
in  thofe  penal  (latutes.  And  in  like  manner  the  Ro« 
man-CathuIick  religion  was  tolerated  in  Canada  from 
the  conqueft  of  the  country  by  Sir  Jeffery  Amherft  in 
September,  1760,  to  the  paffing  of  the  Quebeck-act  in 
June  1774,  when  it  was  eftablifiied  by  that  Act.  For 
the  people  were  permitted  to  aflemble  in  their  churches 
and  chapels  to  hear  Mafs  and  to  receive  the  Sacraments, 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  the 
priefls  were  permitted  to  officiate  therein,  without  any 
moleilation  whatfoever:  and  the  tythes  and  other  profits 
piud  to  the  priefts  on  this  account,  were  paid  voluntarily 
by  the  people  who  followed  that  mode  of  worOiip  with- 
but  any  right  in  the  priefts  to  compel  the  payment  of 
them  by  afuit  at  law.    This  was^^r/e^  toleration. 

But  it  is  poffible  that  a  government,  though  it  may 
think  it  neceflary  in  point  of  Juftice  to  permit  the 
followers  of  a  particular  religion  to  meet  together  in 
moderate  numbers  to  worfhip  God  in  their  own  way, 
may  yet  not  think  it  expedient  10  let  that  religion  take 
root  in  the  country  in  a  manner  that  is  likely  to  increafe 
the  number  of  its  votaries.  And  in  this  cafe  they  may 
forbid  its  being  endowed  by  gifts  of  land,  or  other 
permanent  property,  afligned  to  truftees  for  the  perma- 
nent fupport  of  it.  This,  I  apprehend,  would  not  be 
inconfiftent  with  toleration,  nor  at  all  unjuft  towards 
the  profeflbrs  of  Aich  barely-tolerated  religion  \  becaufe 
every  date  has  a  right  to  judge  of  the  utility  of  the  pur- 
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pofes  fer  which  it  allows  the  property  ofaoy  of  it$ 
members  to  be  aliened  in  mortmain. 
Tbefin-         But  on  the  other  hand  it  is  poffible  that  a  govern* 

Aivmiigftt  of 

mfttkiglaik  ment  may  think  a  particular  mode  of  religion,  though 
not  worthy  to  be  fupported  and  encouraged  by  publick 
anthority»  yet  to  be  To  very  innocent  and  inoffenfive  to 
the  date  that  they  may  indulge  the  profeflbrs  of  it  with 
a  liberty  to  alien  their  land,  or  other  property,  in  mort- 
main for  the  permanent  fupport  of  the  minifters  and 
and  teachers  of  it ;  as  in  England  and  other  countries 
in  Europe,  men  are  permitted  tc  found  Profeflbr(hips  of 
the  Sciences  in  Univerfities,  or  to  alien  a  part  of  their 
property  in  Mortmain  for  the  maintenance  ofthePro^ 
feffors  of  them.  Where  this  is  permitted  with  refpeft 
to  any  particular  religion,  and  private  perfons  have 
n^ade  ufe  of  fuch  permiffion,  and  have  fettled  perma« 
nent  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  miniften  and 
teachers  of  fuch  religion,  that  religion  may  be  faid  to 
h^  gndowtd. 
The  S»ta-  Laftly,  where  the  government  of  a  country  provides  % 
a  luill^?  f">^^  by  ^^^^^  o^>^  publick  authority  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  mini  iters  and  teachers  of  any  BLeligion, 
fuch  a  Religion  is  £|id  to  be  established. 

Thus,  before  the  Reformation  thePopifh  religion  was 
eilablilhed  in  England  \  becaufe  tythcs^  and  other  pub- 
lick funds,  were  appointed  by  the  Law  of  the  land  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  priefts  that  taught  it.  And  at 
the  Reformation,  by  the  ftatute  of  ift  of  Elizabeth,  cap. 
1.  for  abolifliing  the  foreign  Jurifdidion  of  the  Pope  ; 
all  priefis  who  held  benefices  were  required  to  abjure 
the  fuprcmacy  of  the  Pope,  and  acknowledge  that  of 
the  Queen ;  thai  is,  the  benefices,  or  publick  funds 
affigned  for  the  maintenance  of  the  publick  teachers  of 
religion,  were  transferred  from  ihe  Popilh  priefts,  who 
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acknowledged  the  Pope  to  be  the  head  of  the  church, 
to  the  Proteftant  prteflfi  who  acknowledged  the  Queea 
to  be  fo ;  and  by  that  transfer  the  Proteftant  Religion 
became  establUbed.  This  i$  the  only  fenfe  in  which 
Ibe  Church  of  England  can  be  faid  to  be  eftabliflied  at 
this  day.  Its  pricfts  are  paid  for  performing  its  cere* 
Monies,  and  teaching  its  dodrines^  by  funds  affigned 
to  them  by  the  publick  authority  of  the  ftate.  And  in 
the  fame  feafe  the  Romao-Catholick  religion  may  be 
faid  to  be  eftabliflied  in  Canada  by  the  Jaie  ad  of 
parliament  in  the  year  1774.  For  a  puhlick  fund,  to 
wit,  the  tythes  of  the  ^i(h  parifliioners,  that  is,  of 
49  perfons  out  of  every  5o  throughout  the  province,  is 
hereby  affigned  to  the  Romifh  priefts  as  a  maiotmance 
and  rewaid  for  performing  the  ceremonies,  and  teaching 
the  dodrines  of  that  religion. 

I  know  that  fome  perfons  have  aflferted  that  this 
meafure  is  not  an  eftabliihment  of  the  Popifli  religioa 
in  Canada,  becauit  the  Proteftant  parifbioners  aw  no( 
obliged  to  pay  tythes  to  the  Romifh  priefts.  But  this 
affeAs  only  the  quantum  of  the  Provifion  made  for  the 
maintenance  of  thofe  priefts  and  the  religion  they  are 
to  teach.  It  is  fomewhat  lefs  ample  than  it  would  be 
if  the  Proteftants  were  forced  to  pay  the  tythes  to  them 
as  well  as  the  Roman- catholicJcs.  But  the  nature  and 
defign  of  the  Provifion  are  the  fame  in  both  cafes,  it 
is  a  fund  provided  by  publick  authority  for  the  fuppoit 
of  priefts,  to  exercife  and  teach  the  religion  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  And  this,  I  prefume,  is  all  that  ia 
meant  by  thofe  who  have  affirmed  that  the  Popift  reft*, 
gion  is  ejlalli/ked  by  this  act  of  parliament,  and  isaH. 
that  the  words,  ejlabli/bnunt  of  a  uiigion,  naturally 
and  ufually  import. 
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TRUE  RELIGION, 

HERESY,  SCHISM,  TOLERATION  J 

WHAV  SEST  MEANS  MAT  BE  USED, 
«»4IMtT  TUB 

GROWTH  OF  POPERY  * 

BY  JOHN  MILTON,  ESQ. 
Jht  Author  of  FarUist  LotL 


It  is  ttnktfown  to  no  mair,  who  knows  atight  of  con* 
^fernment  among  us,  that  the  increafe  of  Popery  is  at 
ditsday  normall  trouble  and  offence  to  the  greateft  part  of 
the  natioft';  and  the  rcjoidngof  all  good  men  that  it  is 
fa :  the  more  their  rejoicing,  that  God  hath  given  a' 
heart  to  the  people  to  remember  ftilt  their  great  and 
happy  dcNverance  from  Popifh  thraldom,  and  to  efieem' 
lb  highly  the  precious  benefit  of  his  gofpel,  fo  freely' 
afnd  fo  peaceably  enjoyed  among  them.  Since  there- 
fore fome  have  already  in  pubKck  with  many  confider* 
ibie  arguments  exhorted  the  people  to  beware  thr 
growth  of  this  Romifh  weed ;  I  thought  it  Ho  lefs  than 
a  common  duty  to  lend  my  hand,  how  unable  foever^ 
to  fo  good  a  purpofe.  I  will  not  now  enter  into  the  la* 
byrinth  of  Councils  and  Fathers^-^an  intangled  wood' 
ifrhtch  the  papifts  love  to  fight  in,  not  with  hope  of 
■victory,  but  ta  obfcure  the  fltame  of  an  open  overthrow:' 
which  yet  in  that  kind  of  combat,  many  heretofore;^' 
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ahd  one  of  late,  halh  eminently  given  them.  And 
inch  manner  of  difpute  with  them,  to  learned  men  is 
ufeful  and  very  commendable.  But  I  fhall  infift  now 
on  what  is  plainer  to  common  apprehension,  and  what 
I  have  to  fay,  without  longer  jntrodu£tion. 

True  religion  is  the  true  worftiip  and  fervice  of  God,  ?^jT'?J^^ 
learnt  and  believed  from  the  word  of  God  only.    No 
man,  or  angel,  can  know  how  God  would  be  worflilpped 
and  ferved,  unlefs  Grod  reveal  it.   He  hath  revealed  and 
taught  it  us  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  by  infpired  minifters, 
and  in  the  Gofpel  by  his  own  Son  and  his  Apoftles,  with 
ftri£teft  command  to  rejeftall  other  traditions  or  addi- 
•  tions,  whatfoever.      According    to  that  of  St.  Paul, 
"  Though  we,  or  an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any 
other  Gofpel  unto  you,    than   that  whigh  we  have 
preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  anathema^  or  accurfed." 
And  Deut.  iv.  %.    "  Ye  (hall  not  add  to  the  word 
which   I  command  you,  neither  (hall  you  dlminifli 
aught  from  it/'     Rev.  xxii.  18,  19.     "If  any  man 
ihail  add,  &c«     If  any  man  (hall  take^away  from  the 
words,"  &c.    With  good  and  religious  reafon,  there- 
fore all  Proteftant  churches  with  one  confent,  and 
particularly  the  church  of  England  in  her  thirty-nine 
articles,  artic.  6th,  19th,  soth,  21ft,    and  elfewhere, 
maintain  thefe  two  points,  as  the  main  principles  of 
true  religion :  that  the  rule  of  true  religion  is  the  word 
of  God  only :  and  that  their  faith  ought  not  to  be  an 
implicit  faith,  that  is,  to  believe,  though  as  the  church 
believes,  againft,  or  without,  exprefs  authority  of  Scrip- 
ture.    And,  if  all  Proteftants,  as   univerfally  as  they 
hold  thefe  two  principles,  fo  attentively  and  religioufly 
would   obferve  them,  they  would  avoid  and   cut-off 
many  debates  and  contentions,  fchifms,  and  perfecu- 
tions,  which  too  oft  have  been  among  them,  and  more 
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fiimly  unite  againft  the  commoa  adverfary.  For  bene* 
it  diredly  follows,  that  no  true  Proteftant  can  per* 
fecute,  or  not  tolerate,  hw  jB;;Uow-protefiant,  though 
dilTentiog  from  him  in  fome  opinioos,  but  he  muft 
flatly  deny  and  renounce  thefe  two  his  own  nuua 
principles,  whereon  true  religion  is  founded;  while 
he  compels  his  brother  from  that  which  he  believe* 
as  the  manifeft  word  of  God^  to  an  implicit  faitb 
(which  he  himfelf  condemns)  to  the  endangering  oT 
his  brother*s  foul|  whether  by  rafli  belief,  or  outward 
conformity  ;  for  '<  whatfoever  is  not  of  faith,  is  fin/' 
^'hatHt-  I  will  now  as  briefly  (how  what  is  falfe  religion  or 
herefy,  which  will  be  done  as  eaiily :  for  of  contraries* 
the  definitions  mud  needs  be  contrary.  HsTg/y  there* 
fore  is  a  religion  taken-up  and  believed  from  the  tradi* 
tions  of  men  and  additions  to  the  word  of  God» 
Whence  alfo  it  follows  clearly  that  of  all  known  fe6U^ 
or  pretended  religions,  at  thb  day  in  Chriftendom, 
Popery  is  the  only,  or  the  greateft,  Herefy :  and  he  wha 
isfo  forward  to.  brand  all  others  for  Hereticks^  theob* 
flinate  Papift,  the  only^Heretick.  Hence  one  of  their 
own  famous  writers  found  juft  caufe  to  (tile  the  Bomiik 
Church  "  Mother  of  error,  fchool  of  Herefy/"  And,. 
whereas  thePapift  boafts  himfelf  to  be  a^Roman-Ca^- 
tholick,  it  is  a  mere  contradi&ion,  one  of  the  Pope's^ 
bulls,  as  if  he  (hould  fay,  univerfal  particular,  a  Ca- 
Tbetrue  tholick  fchifmatick.  For  C^/iia/Milia  Greek  fignifies 
thephrfse*  univcrfal z  and  the  Chriftian  Church  was  fo  called* 
Ch^ck!^  as  confiding  of  all  nations  to  whom  the  Gofpel  was 
to  be  preached,  in  contradifUn&ion  to  the  Jewiflt 
Church,  which  confifled,  for  the  moft  part,  of  Jews 
only. 
OfScctst  Seds  may  be  in  a  true  Church  as  well  as  in  a  falfe^ 
when  men  follow  the  doctrine  too  much  fortheteacher*» 
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lkke>  whom  they  think  almoft  infallible;  and  this 
becomes^  through  infirmityi  implicit  faith;  and  the 
name  Se&ary  pertains  to  fuch  a  difciple.  Sectaries. 

Scbifm  is  a  rent,  or  divifion^  in  the  churchi  when  it  Schism. 
comes  to  the  feparating  of  congregations;  and  may 
alfo  happen  to  a  true  church,  as  well  as  to  a  falfe ;  yet 
in  the  true  needs  not  tend  to  the  breaking  of  commu- 
nion, if  they  can  agree  in  the  right  adminiftration  of 
that  wherein  they  communicate,  keeping  their  other 
opinions  to  themfelves,  not  being  de(lru£live  to  Faith. 
The  Pbarifees  and  Sadducces  were  two  fefls;  yet  both 
met-together  in  their  common  wor(hip  of  God  at  Je- 
rufalem.  But  here  the  Fapiils  will  angrily  demand, 
what!  are  Lutherans, Calvinifts,  Anabaptifts,  Sociuians, 
Arminians,  no  Hereticks  ?  I  anfwer,  all  thefe  may  have 
fome  errors,  but  are  no  Hereticks.  Herefy  is  in  the  Diflerenc* 
will  and  choice  profefledly  againft  Scripture;  error  is  ^er^^n i 
agaiuft  the  will,  in  mifunderftanding  the  Scripture  ^'^'* 
after  all  fincere  endeavours  to  underftand  it  rightly: 
Hence  it  was  faid  well  by  one  of  the  ancients,  *'  Err 
I  may,  but  a  Heretick  I  will  not  be.''  It  is  a  human 
frailty  to  err^  and  no  man  is  infallible  here  on  earth. 
But  fo  long  as  all  thefe  profefs  to  fet  the  word  of  God 
only  before  them  as  the  .rule  of  faith  and  obedience; 
and  ufe  all  diligence  and  (incerity  of  heart,  by  reading, 
by  learning,  by  ftudy,  by  prayer  for  Illumination  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  underftand  the  rule  and  obey  it, 
they  have  done  what  man  can  do :  God  will  afTuredly 
pardon  them,  as  he  did  the  friends  of  Job :  good  and 
pious  men,  though  much  njiftaken,  as  there  it  appears, 
in  fome  points  of  do6lrine. 

But  fome  will  fay,  '^  with  Chriftians  it  is  otherwife, 

whom  God  hath  promifed  by  his  fpirit  to  teach  all 

things/'  True,  all  things  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  falva- 

a  £  a  tion  : 


420 

tion :  But  the  hotted  difputes  among  Proteftants^ 
calmly  and  charitably  enquired-intO|  will  be  found 
lefs  than  fuch.  The  Lutheran  holds  Consuhstantiaiton 
an  error  indeed,  but  not  mortal.  The  Calvinift  is 
taxed  with  Predesiinationy  and  to  make  God  the  author 
of  filn;  not  with  any  difhonourable  thought  of  God, 
t)ut^  it  may  be,  over-zcatoufly  aflferting  his  abfolute 
power,  not  without  plea  of  Scripture,  The  Anabaptift 
is  accufed  of  denying  infants  their  right  to  baptifm; 
again  they  fay,  they  deny  nothing  but  what  the  Scrip- 
ture denies  them.  The  Arian  and  Socinian  are  charged 
to  difpule  againft  the  Trinity :  They  affirm  to  believe 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  according  to  Scrip- 
ture  and  the  Apoftolick  Creed ;  as  for  terms  of  Trhuly^ 
Trini'Unityy  Co»essentialityi  TrUpersQnalUyy^ni  the  like, 
they  rejefl:  them  as  fcholaftick  notions,  not  to  be  found 
in  Scripture,  which,  by  a  general  Proteftant  maxiqi^ 
is  plain  and  perfpicuous  abundantly  to  explain  its  own 
meaning  in  the  propereft  words,  belonging  to  fo  high 
a  matter,  and  fo  neceflary  to  be  known ;  a  myftery 
indeed  in  their  fophiftick  fubtilities,  but  in  Scripture 
a  plain  doArine.  Their  other  opinions  are  of  lefs 
moment.  They  difpute  the  fatisfadion  of  Chrift,  or 
rather  the  word  '*  Satisfaftion,"  as  not  Scriptural : 
but  they  acknowledge  him  both  God  and  their  Saviour* 
The  Arminian,  laftly,  is  condemned  for  fetting-up  free 
will  againft  free  grace;  but  that  imputation^hc  dif* 
claims  in  all  his  writings,  and  grounds  himfelf  largely 
upon  Scripture  only.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
authors,  or  late  revivers,  of  all  thefe  fe<9;s,  or  opinions^ 
were  learned,  worthy,  zealous,  knd  religious  men,  as  ap- 
pears by  their  lives  wrilten  •,  and  the  fame  [may  be  faidj 
of  their  many  eminent  and  learned  followers,  perfeft 
and  powerful  in  the  Scriptures,  holy  and  unblameable  in 
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their  liv£9;  and  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  God  would 
defert  fiich  painful  and  zealous  labourers  in  his  Churchy 
and  oft-tiuies  great  fufiercrs  for  their  confciencej  to 
damnable  errors  and  a  reprobate  fenfe,  who  had  fo 
often  implored  the  aflidance  of  his  Spirit;  but  rather, 
having  made  no  man  infallible,  that  he  hath  pardoned 
their  errors,  and  accepts  their  pious  endeavours,  iin« 
cerely  fearching  all  things  acccording  to  the  rule  of 
Scripture,  with  fuch  guidance  and  dire£lion  as  they 
can  obtain  of  God  by  prayer.  What  Proteftanl  then, 
who  himfelf  maintains  the  fame  principles,  and  dif- 
arows  all  implicit  faith,  would  perfecute,  and  not 
rather  charitably  tolerate,  fuch  men  as  thefe,  unlefs 
he  mean  to  abjure  the  principles  of  bis  own  religion  ? 
If  it  be  a(k<Kl,  how  far  they  fliould  be  tolerated  ?  I 
anfwer,  doubtlefs  equally f  as  being  all  Proteflants; 
that  is,  on  all  occafions  ready  to  give  account  of  their 
faith,  cither  by  arguing,  [orby]preaching  in  their  feveral 
aflemblies,  [or  by]  publick  writing,  and  the  freedom  of 
printing.  For,  if  the  French  and  Polonian  Proteftants 
en]oy  all  this  liberty  among  Papifts,  much  more  maiy 
a  Proteftant  juftly  expert  it  among  Proteflants;  and 
yet  fometimes,  here  among  us,  the  one  perfecutes  the 
other  upon  every  flight  pretence. 

But  he  is  wont  to  fay,  he  enjoins  only  things  indif* 
ferent.  Let  them  be  fo  dill ;  who  gave  him  authority 
to  change  their  nature  by  enjoining  them?  if  by  his 
own  principles,  as  is  proved,  he  ought  to  tolerate 
controverted  points  of  do£trine  not  flightly  grounded 
on  Scripture,  much  more  ought  he  not  to  impofe 
things  indifferent  without  Scripture.  In  religion  no- 
thing is  indifferent ;  but,  if  it  come  once  to  be  impofed, 
is  either  a  command  or  a  prohibition,  and  fo  conie- 
quently  an  addition  to  the  word  of  God,  which  he 
2b3  profeflcs 
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profeffcs  to  difallow.  Befides,  how  unequal,  how  tm- 
charitable  mud  it  needs  be,  to  impofe  that  which  his 
confcience  cannot  urge  him  to  impofe,  upon  bim 
whofe  confcience  forbids  him  to  obey?  Wha^  can  it 
be  but  love  of  contention  for  things  not  necefftry  to  be 
done,  to  moleft  the  confcience  of  his  brother,  whQ 
holds  them  neceflary  to  be  not  done?  To  conclude,  let 
iuch  an  one  but  call  to  mind  his  own  principles  above- 
mentioned,  and  he  mud  neceflarily  grant,  that  neither 
can  he  impofe,  nor  the  other  believe  or  obey,  aught  ia 
religion,  but  from  the  word  of  God  only.  More 
amply  to  underftand  this,  may  be  read  the  14th  and 
I5th  Chapters  to  the  Rom^ns^  and  the  contents  of  the 
14th,  fet-forth  no  doubt  but  with  full  authority  of  the 
Church  of  England ;  the  glofs  is  this :  "  Men  may 
not  contemn,  or  condemn,  one  the  other  for  things 
indifferent."  And  in  the  6th  article  above-mentioned, 
**  whatfoever  is  not  read  in  Holy  Scripture,  nor  may 
be  proved  thereby,  is  not  to  be  required  of  any  man 
as  an  article  of  Faith,  or  neceflary  to  Salvation." 
And  certainly  what  is  not  fo,  is  not  to  be  required  at 
all ;  as  being  an  addition  to  the  word  of  God  exprefsly 
forbidden. 

Thus  this  long  and  hot  conleft,  whether  Protedants 
ought  to  tolerate  one  another,  if  men  will  be  but  ra- 
tional and  not  partial,  may  be  ended  without  need  of 
more  words  to  compofe  it- 
The  claimi  Let  US  novi^  enquire  whether  Popery  be  tolerable  or 
no.  Popery  is  a  double  thmgtodeal  with,  and  claims 
a  twofold  power.  Ecclesiastical^  and  Poliiical,  both 
ufurped,  and  the  one  fupporting  the  other. 

But  Ecclesiastical  is  ever  pretended  to  Political 
The  Pope  by  this  mixt  faculty  pretends  right  to  king« 
doms  and  ftates,  and  efpecially  to  this  of  England  ; 
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thrones,  and  unthrones  kings,  and  abfolves  the  people 
from  their  obedience  to  them ;  fometimes  interdifts  to 
whole  nations  the  publick  worfhip  of  God,  (butting- up 
their  churches:  and  was  wont  to  drain-away  the  grealcft 
part  of  th€  wcahh  of  this  then  miferable  land,  as  part 
of  his  patrimony,  to  maintain  the  pride  and  luxury  of 
his  court  and  prelates :  and  now^  fmce,  through  the 
infinite  mercy  and  favour  of  God,  we  have  (haken-off  his 
Babylonifhyoke,  hath  not  ceafed  by  his  fpiesand  agents, 
Bulls, and £miirarie8,[toendeavour]  once todeftroy both 
king  and  parliament;  [and]pcrpetuallytofcduce,corrupt, 
and  pervert  as  many  as  they  can  of  the  people.  Whe- 
ther therefore  it  be  fit  or  reafonable,  to  tolerate  men 
thus  principled  in  religion  towards  the  ftate,  I  fubmit 
it  to  the  confideration  of  all  magiftrates,  who  are  befl 
able  to  provide  for  their  own  and  the  publick  fafety.  As  The  cxcr- 
for  tolerating  the  exercife  of  their  religion,  fuppofing  Popishwor- 
their  ftate-aSivities  not  to  be  danccerous,  I  anfwer,  that  ^^^^  "  ^^^ 

o  '  '      ^      latrous,and 

toleration  is  either  publick  or  private ;  and  the  exercife  thercfbfe 
of  their  religion,  as  far  as  it  is  idolatrous,  can  be  tole- ?obe  tole- 
rated neither  way :  not  publickly,  without  grievous  ^^^^' 
and  unfufferable  fcandal  given  to  all  confcientious  be- 
holders ;  not  privately,  without  great  offence  to  God, 
declared  againft  all  kind  of  idolatry,  though  fecret. 
Ezek.  viii.  7,  8.  **  And  he  brought  me  to  the  door  of 
the  court,  and,  when  I  looked,  behold  a  hole  in  the  wall. 
Then  faid  he  unto  me,  fon  of  man,  dig  now  in  the  wall: 
and  when  I  had  digged,  behold  a  door;  and  he  faid 
unto  me,  go-tn,  and  behold  the  wicked  abominations 
that  they  do  here.'*  And  ver.  12.  "Then  faid  he 
unto  mc,  fon  of  man,  haft  thou  feen  what  the  ancient* 
of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  do  in  the  dark  ? "  &c.  And  it  ap- 
pears by  the  whole  chapter,  that  God  was  no  lefs  of- 
fended with  thefe  fecret  idolatries,  than  with  thofe  in 
2  £  4  publick  I 
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publick;  and  no  lefs  provoked,  than  to  bring. on  and 
haften  his  judgments  on  the  whole  land  for  thefe  alfo. 
Having  (hewn  thus,  that  Popery,  as  being  Idolatrous, 
is  not  to  be  tolerated  either  in  publick  or  in  private;  it 
piuft  be  now  thought  how  to  remove  it  and  hinder  the 
growth  thereof}  I  mean  in  our  natives,  and  not  fo- 
reigners, privileged  by  the  Law  of  nations.    Are  we  to 
puniA  them  by  corporal  punifliment,  or  fines  in  their 
eftates,  upon  account  of  their  religion  ?  I  fuppofe  it 
ilands  not  with  the  clemency  of  the  gofpel,  more  than 
what  appertains  to  the  fecurity  of  the  fiate :  but,  firft^ 
we  muft  remove  their  Idolatry,  and  all  the  furniture 
thereof,  whether  Idols,  or  the  Mafs,  wherein  they 
adore  their  God  under  bread  and  wine :  for  the  com- 
imagcB  and  mandnient  forbids  to  adore,  not  only   *'  any  graven 
ais,  or  In-  image,  but  the  likenefs  of  any  thing  in  heaven  above, 
of  wShurr,  ^^  '"  ^^^  ^^^^^  beneath,  or  in  the  water  under  the  earth; 
ouphi  to  be  thou  (halt  not  bow-down  to  them,  nor  worfhip  them  ; 

prohibited 

and  re-  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  God."  If  they 
"'^''  fay,  that  by  removing  their  Idols  we  violate  their  con- 
fciences,  we  have  no  warrant  to  regard  confcienc^ 
which  is  not  grounded  on  Scripture :  and  they  them- 
felves  confefs  in  their  late  defences,  that  they  hold  not 
their  images  necefTary  to  falvacion,  but  only  as  they 
are  enjoined  ihem  by  tradition. 

Shall  we  condefcend  to  difpute  with  them  ?  The 
Scripture  is  our  only  principle  in  religion;  and  by  that 
only  they  will  nut  be  judged,  but  will  add  other  prin- 
ciples of  their  own,  which,  forbidden  by  the  word  of 
God,  we  cannot  aflent  to.  And  [in  feveral  places  of 
the  gofpel]  the  common  maxim  alfo  in  Logick  is, 
**  againft  them  who  deny  principles,  we  are  not  to 
difpute.'*  Let  them  bound  their  difputations  on  the 
Scripture  only,  and  an  ordinary  Proteftant,  well-read  in 
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the  Biblej  may  tarn  and  wind  their  do6lors.  They 
will  not  go -about  to  prove  their  Idolatries  by  the  word 
of  God,  but  turn  to  (hifts  and  evafions,  and  frivolous 
diftinAions :  Idols,  they  fay,  are  laymen's  books,  and  a 
great  means  to  ftir-up  pious  thoughts  and  devotion  in 
the  learnedeft.  I  fay,  they  are  no  means  of  God^s  ap* 
pointings  but  plainly  the  contrary  :  let  them  hear  the 
prophets ;  Jer.  x.  8.  ^^  The  (lock  is  a  do£lrine  of  vani- 
ties/' Hab.  ii.  i8.  ^' What  profiteth  the  graven  image 
that  the  maker  thereof  hath  graven  it:  the  molten 
image  and  a  teacher  of  lies?"  But  they  alledge  in  their 
late  anfwersi  that  the  laws  of  Mofes,  given  only  to  the 
Jews,  concern  not  us  under  the  Grofpel ;  and  remember 
not  that  Idolatry  is  forbidden  as  exprefsly :  but  with 
thefe  wiles  and  fallacies  ^<  compafling  fea  and  landf 
like  the  Pharifees  of  old,  to  make  one  profelyte,  they 
lead-away  privily*  many  fimple  and  ignorant  fouls,  men 
and  women,  ^'  and  make  them  twofold  more  the  chil- 
dren of  hell  than  themfelvesV'  Mat.  xxiii.  15.  But 
the  Apoftle  hath  well  warned  us,  I  may  fay,  from  fuch 
deceivers  as  thefe;  for  their  myftery  was  then  working. 
•«I  bcfeech  you,  brethren,"  faith  he,  "mark  them 
which  caufe  divifions  and  offences,  contrary  t9  the 
dodrine  which  ye  have  learned  ;  and  avoid  them :  for 
they  that  are  fuch,  ferve  not  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
but  their  own  belly,  and  by  good  words  and  fair  fpeeches 
deceive  the  heart  of  the  fimple,"  Rom.  xvi.  17;  18. 

The  next  means  to  hinder  the  growth  of  Popery,  Protcstanti 
will  be  to  read  duly  and  diligently  the  holy  fcriptures,  diligent  ia 
which,  as  St.  Paul  faith  to  Timothy,  (who  had  known  J^^SH^ 

•  •*  Besides  tchat  the  grim  xcoff  with  privy  psw 
Daily  devours  apace* 

In  Milton's  Elegy  on  the  death  of  his  worthy  ind  learned  fr*end« 
Mie  Rev.  Mr.  Edward  King,  written  iiithe  year  1638»  and  intitied 
^jffidas. 
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tfiem  from  a  child,)  *'  are  able  to  make  wife  onto  fetira- 
tiow/'  And  to  the  whole  church  of  Coloffi ;  "Let  the 
worrf  of  Chrtft  dwell  m  yon  plentifully,  with  all  wit 
dom/'  Col.  iti.  \6.  The  Papal,  Antichrifiian,  church 
permits  not  her  Latety  to  read  the  Bible  in  their  owe 
tongue;  our  church  on  the  contrary  hath  propofed  it  lo 
alt  men,  and  to  tbia  end  tranilated  it  into  EngltOi,  with 
profitable  notes  on  what  is  met-wtth  obfcure,  though 
what  is  moft  neceflary  to  be  known  be  ftili  plaineft ; 
that  all  forts  and  degrees  of  men,  not  underftanding 
the  original,  may  read  it  ifi  their  mother-tongut. 
Neither  let  the  country-man,  the  tradesman,  the  law- 
jtr,  the  phyiictan,  the  flatesman,  excufe  himfelf  by 
hii  much  bufinefs  from  the  ftudious  reading  thereof. 
Out  Saviour  faith,  Luke  x.  41,  42.  **  Thou  art  care- 
fal  am!  troubled  about  many  things  j  but  one  thing  is 
needful.**  If  they  were  aflced,  they  wouhf  be  loth  to 
fet  earthly  things,  wealth,  or  honour,  before  the  wit 
dom  of  faivatron.  Yet  moft  men,  in  the  courfe  and 
pra&ice  of  their  lives,  are  found  to  do  fo^  and, 
through  unwilUngnefs  to  take  the  pains  of  underfiand* 
ing  their  religion  by  their  own  diligent  ftudy,  wouFd 
fein  be  faved  by  a  deputy.  Hence  comes  ImpKcit  faith, 
ever  learning  and  never  taught,  much  hearing  and  fmall 
proficience,  till  want  of  fundamental  knowledge  cafily 
turns  to  fuperftition  or  Popery  :  therefore  the  Apoftic 
admoniflics,  Ephef.  iv.  14.  "  That  we  henceforth  be 
no  more  children,  toflcd  to  and  fro  and  carrietUabout 
with  every  wind  of  doftrine,  by  the  (leight  of  men, 
and  cunning  crafiinefs,  whereby  they  lie*iir-wait  to  de- 
ceive." Every  member  of  the  church,  at  least  of  any 
breeding  or  capacity,  ought  to  be  fo  well  grounded  in 
fpiritual  knowledge,  as,  if  need  be,  to  examine  their 
teachers  themfelvcs,  Afts  xvii.  11,    "  1  hey  fearched 
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the  Scriptures  daily,  whether  thofe  thingg  were  lo. 
|lev,  ii.  2.  '<  Thou  haft  tried  them  which  iSiy  they  are 
tpoftles,  and  are  not''  How  Ihould  any  private  ChriC 
tUn  try  his  teachers,  unlefs  he  be  well-grounded  him* 
felf  in  the  rule  of  Scripture,  by  which  he  is  taught  ?  Al 
therefore  among  PapiQs,  their  ignorance  in  Scripture 
chiefly  upholds  Popery  5  fo  among  Proteftant  people, 
the  frequent  and  ferious  reading  thereof  will  fooneft  pull 
Popery  down. 

Another  means  to  abate  Popery,  arises  from  tho 
conftant  reading  of  Scripture,  wherein  believers  who 
agree  in  the  main,  are  every -where  exhorted  to  mutual 
forbearance  and  chant)  one  towards  the  other,  though 
diiTenting  in  fome  opinions.  It  is  written  that  the 
coat  of  our  Saviour  was  without  feam;  whence  fome 
would  infer,  that  there  (bould  be  no  divifion  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift,  It  (hould  be  fo  indeed;  yet  feams 
in  the  fame  cloth,  neither  hurt  the  garment,  nor  mif* 
become  it;  and  not  only  feams,  but  fchifms  will  be 
while  men  are  fallible:  but,  if  they  who  diflent  in 
tnatters  not  eflential  to  belief,  while  the  common  adver« 
fary  is  in  the  field,  (hall  (land jarring  and  pelting  atone 
another,  they  will  be  foon  routed  and  fubdued.  The 
Papift  with  open  mouth  makes  much  advantage  of  our 
feveral  opinions ;  not  that  he  is  able  to  confute  the 
worft  of  them,  but  that  we,  by  our  continual  jangle 
among  ourfeives,  make  them  worfe  than  they  are  indeed. 
To  fave  ourfelyes,  therefore,  and  refift  the  common 
enemy,  it  concerns  us  mainly  to  agree  within  ourfeives^ 
that  with  joint  forces  we  may  not  only  hold  our  own, 
but  get  ground ;  and  why  (bould  we  not  ?  The  Gofpel 
commands  us  to  tolerate  one  another,  though  of  vari* 
ous  opinions,  and  hath  promifed  a  good  and  happy 
event  thereof;  Phil.  iii»  15»    '^  Let  us  therefore,  as 
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many  as  be  perfeft,  be  thus  minded ;  and  if  in  any 
thing  ye  be  otherwife  minded,  God  (hall  reveal  even 
this  unto  you."  And  we  are  bid,  i  Theff.  v.  2i- 
*^  Prove  all  things,  hold-faft  that  which  is  good/'  St. 
ftruf  judged  that  not  only  to  tolerate,  but  to  examine 
and  prove  all  things,  was  no  danger  to  our  holding  faft 
that  which  Is  good.  How  fliall  we  prove  all  things, 
which  includes  all  opinions  at  leaft,  founded  on  Scrip- 
ture, unlefs  we  not  only  tolerate  them,  but  patiently 
hear  them,  and  ferioufly  read  them  ?  If  he  who  thinks 
himfelF  in  the  truth,  profeffes  to  have  learnt  it,  not  by 
implicit  faith,  but  by  atlcniive  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures, 
and  full  perfnafion  of  heart ;  with  what  equity  can  he 
refufe  to  hear  or  read  him,  who  demonftrales  to  have 
gained  his  knowledge  by  the  fame  way  ?  Is  it  a  fair 
courfe  to  aflert  truth,  by  arrogating  to  himfelf  the  only 
freedom  of  fpeech,  and  flopping  the  mouths  of  others 
equally  gifted  ?  This  is  the  direft  way  to  bring-in  that 
papiftical,  implicit,  faith  which  we  all  difclaim.  They 
pretend  it  would  unfettle  the  weaker  fort ;  the  fame 
groundlefs  fear  is  pretended  by  theRomifti  clergy.  At 
leaft  then,  let  them  have  leave  to  write  inLatin^  which 
the  common  people  underfland  not ;  that  what  they 
hold  may  be  difcufled  among  the  learned  only.  We 
fuffer  the  Idolatrous  books  of  Papifts,  without  this  fear, 
to  be  fold  and  read  as  common  as  our  own :  why  not 
muchratherof  Anabaptifts,  Arians,Arminians,  andSo- 
cinians  ?  There  is  no  learned  man  but  will  confefs  he 
hath  much  profited  by  reading  controverfies,  his  fenfe» 
awakened,  his  judgement  (harpened,  and  the  truth 
which  he  holds,  more  firmly  eftablKhed.  If  then  it  be 
profitable  for  him  to  read,  why  fliould  it  not,  at  leaft, 
be  tolerable  andfree  for  his  adversary  to  write?  In  Logick, 
they  teach,  that  contraries  laid-together  more  evidently 
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appear;  it  follows  thenj  that,  all  contrcrverfy  b^ing  per* 
mitted,  faI(hood  will  appear  the  more  falfe,  and  truth 
the  more  true  j  which  muft  needs  conduce  much,  not  A  Ticio« 

counc  Of 

only  to  the  confounding  of  Popery,  but  lo  the  general  iifeiiisp««s 
confirmation  of  unimplicit  truth,  ScoP^y. 

'  The  lad  means  to  avoid  Popery,  is  to  amend  our 
lives.  It  is  a  general  complaint  that  this  Nation,  of  late 
years,    is  grown  more  numeroufly    and    exceflively 
vicious  than  heretofore;  pride,  luxury,  drunkennefs, 
whoredom,  curfing,  fwearing,  bold  and  open  atheifm, 
cvery-where  abounding :  where  thefe  grow,  no  wonder 
if  Popery  alfo  grow  a«pace.   There  is  no  man  fo  wicked, 
but  fometimes  his   conrcience   will   wring  him   with 
thoughts  of  another  worlds  and  the  peril  of  his  foul  ; 
the  trouble  and  melancholy  which  he  conceives  of  true 
repentance  and  amendment  he  endures  not,  but  inclines 
rather  to  fome  carnal  fuperftition,  which  may  pacify 
and  lull  his  confcience  with  fome  more  pleafing  doc-     N.  B. 
trine.     None  more  ready  and  officious  to  oSer  berfelf 
than  the  Romiih,  and  opens  wide  her  office,  with  all 
her  faculties,   to  receive  him  ;   eafy   confeffion,   eafy 
abfolution,  pardons,  indulgences,  maffi?s  for  him  both 
quick  and  dead,  Agnus  Dei's,  rcliques,  and  the  like: 
and  he,  inftead  of  **  working-out  his  falvation  with 
fear  and  trembling,"  flrait  thinks  in  his  heart  (like 
another  kind  of  fool  than  he  in  the  pfalms)  to  brib« 
God  as  a  corrupt  Judge;  and  by  his  ptodlor,  fame 
pried,  or  fryer,  to  buy-out  his  peace  with   money, 
which   he  cannot  with   his   repentance.     For  God, 
when  men  fin  outragioufly,  and  will  not  be  admoniftied, 
gives-over   chaftizing   them,  perhaps,  by   pettilence, 
fire,  fword,  or  famine,  which  may  all   turn  to  their 
good,  and  takes-up  his  fevered  punifliments,  hardnefs, 
befotlednefs,  of  heart,  and  idolatry,  to  their  final  per- 
dition.    Idolatry   brought  the   Heathen   to   heinous 
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IfanfgrefSons,  Rom.  ii.  And  heinous  tranfgrefliaM 
oft-times  bring  the  (light  profeflbrs  of  true  religion^ 
to  grofs  Idolatry :  i  Theff.  ii.  ii,  la.  **  For  this  caufe 
God  ihall  fend  them  ftrong  delufion  thai  they  (hould 
believe  a  lye,  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who  be* 
lieve  not  the  truth,  but  had  pieafure  in  unrighteournefs." 
And  Kaiah  xliv.  18.  fpeaktng  of  Idolaters,  '<  They 
have  net  known  nor  underftood;  for  he  hath  (hot  their 
eyes  that  they  cannot  fee,  and  their  hearts  that  they 
cannot  underftand.'^  Let  us  therefore,  ufing  this  laft 
means,  (laft  here  fp^ken-of,  but  firfttobedone,)  amend 
our  lives  with  all  fpeed;  left  through  impenitencywe 
run  into  that  fiupidity,  which  we  now  feek  all  means 
fo  wearily  to  avoid,  the  worft  of  fuperftitions,  and  the 
heavieft  of  all  God's  judgements^  Popery. 


By  this  traA  on  Toleration  it  appears  that  Milton, 
(though  a  moft  powerful  and  vehement  advocate  for 
both  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty),  yet  thought  that 
Papifts,  from  the  hoftility  of  their  principles  to  the 
members  of  all  other  Churches  but  that  of  Rome,  were 
not  proper  objefts  of  Toleration,  under  a  Proteftant 
Government.  How  much  more  would  he  have  been 
(hocked,  if  he  had  been  now  living,  at  the  opinion  that 
is  now  adopted  by  the  new  Whigs,  as  they  call  them- 
felves,  who  wifli  not  only  to  tolerate  them,  or  permit 
them  to  profefs  the  Popifti  Religion,  and  make  ufe  of 
the  mafs,  and  the  Popifh  facraments  in  their  places  of 
worfhip,  (which  is  properly  Toleration,)  but  to  make 
them  capable  of  holdiugjudicial  offices  and  adminiftering 
the  laws  of  England  in  our  Courts  of  Judicature,  and 
of  commanding  our  Navies  and  Armies.  This  they  call 
CatboUck  Emancipation ;  but  I  (liould  think  it  ought 
rather  to  be  called  Catholick  Exaltation. 
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INTEREST  OF  ENGLAND  STATED* 


To  have  a  thorough  fenfe  of  our  prerent  Sufferings^ 
and  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  inevitable  ruine^  which 
our  divi(ion^(if  not  compofcd)  will  bring  upon  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  as  it  is  a  matter  of  little  difficulty  in  its  felf^  fo  [is 
it]  of  very  inconfiderablc  ufe.  That  which  would  be 
more  behoveful,  were  to  find-out  an  Expedient,  for  the 
alleviating  the  ills  we  now  feel,  and  the  prevention  of 
thofe  we  fear ;  both  of  which,  having  been  by  feveral 
means,  during  a  long  trad  of  time,  in  vain  attempted, 
the  cafe  is  now  by  many  given-over,  as  incurable.  But, 
upon  ferious  Confideration,  it  appears,  that  not  the 
Malignancy  of  our  difeafe  has  occafioned  thofe  mif- 
carriages,  but  the  ill  application  of  remedies  has  done 
it«  In  particular,  that  men  have  not  either  defired  to 
know,  or  to  remove,  the  diftempers  of  the  Publici, 
but  laboured  to  throw-off  their  Single  and  immediate 
preflures,  and,  to  that  end,  endevoured  to  advance  the 
party  they  adhered-to,  and  to  beat-down  all  others : 
whereby  it  came- about,  that  Divifions,  inftead  of 
Compofure,  have  {lill  grown  wider;  and  paflionate 
Hates,  inftead  of  being  allayed,  have  rifen  higher,  and 
been  more  exafperated.  But,  it  being  certain,  that  the 
real  good  of  the  Nation,  confifts  not  in  the  private 
benefit  of  fingle  Men,  but  the  advantage  of  the  Publick ; 
and  thai  is  made-up,  not  by  the  Welfare  of  any  one 
Party,  but  of  all;  'tis  evident,  that  the  only  means  to 
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prdcuTt  the  ^eiuttal  goodj  mud  be  comnienfurate  iinto 
the  whole  Community ;  looking  upoa  all  perfons,  not 
as  Heads,  or  Partafaa^,  of  any  priirate  U&ioa  or  Inivxdkf 
but  as  Membeitfof  the  Nation^  and  the  pretentious 
of  fingle  Meo^  or  Parties,  however  numerous^  are  only 
fo  far  Forth  to  be  purfued,'  as  they  advance  the  other 
general  faitereft.  Which  being  laid  down  as  evident 
and  certaiji  truth,  the  next  confideratioii  will  be,  wjut 
are  the  Intereds  of  all  the  feveral  pertUs  of  the  Nation 
now  on  foot,  and  what  the  Publick  is ;  that  fo  dtfcovery 
may  be  made  how  confident  the  priv^ate  aims  ane,  both 
among  theinfclveSf  and  with  the  general :  and  alfo  bow 
poiTible  it  is  to  fiodnbut  an  Expedient,  for  the  atcheive- 
ment  of  the  common  good. 

If  we  take  a  view  of  the  feveral  pretentions^  carried-  a  Yiew  of 
oa  iti  the  Nation  apart,  we  (hall  find  the  mod  confider-  ||f^th^il^* 
able  to  be,  the  Raman-^CaiboUci^  the  R9yaiifi^  ^^tm^n^ 
Preslyteriari^  the  Anaiapiijiy  the  Army^  the  Pfote&o-  Nuion. 
rlany  the  Parlmment^ 

1.  Tis  the  Roman^CaibolicVs  aim  not  only  to 
abrogate  the  penal  Laws,  and  become  capable  of  all 
employmentain  the  Common « wealth  |  but  to  introduce 
his  reUgioa,  to  reftore  the  rights  of  the  Church,  and 
uttetly  eradicate  all  that  he  efteems  Herefie. 

4.  'Tis  the  RoyaUfiU  define  to  bring-in  the  Eing  a 
Conquerour,  to  recover  their  lofles  ia  the  late  War, 
be  rendered  capable  of  civil  employment,  and  have  the 
former  Government  of  the  Church. 

3.  Tis  the  Preshyierian*s  deSre  to  fiet-up  his  difcl- 
pliae,  to  have  the  Covenant  re-inforc/d,  and  only  fuch  as 
take  it,  to  be  employed  ia  Cbtm:h  or  State;  to  be 
indempoified  in  reference  to  what  they  have  done^  and 
Acur'd  of  what  they  pc^efle« 
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4.  rris  tbe  wiAof  the  Bafiizid  Ghttftk^,  that  tbenr 
might  be  no  Ecde6afticAl  Governmest  of  any  kkidy 
•  fior  Miniflerial  fonftion,  or  provifion  for  it ;  «id  that 
onely  perfons  fo  mi&ded/ihouM  be  ospaMe  of  employ- 
ment ;  KkewUe  to  be  indempnified  for  what  they  have 
^one. 

'5.  Tin  the  aim  of  the  Atmjf,  to  govern  the  Nataoo, 
to  Iccep  themfdres  from  being  disbanded,  or  engaged 
in  war^  to  fecure  their  pay,  and  to  be  indempnified  fer 
all  pad  a&ion, 

6.  Tis  the  defire  of  the  Family  of  the  late  ProieOdr 
to  eftablifh  the  Heir  of  hift  Houfe,  that  they  may  rule 
him,  and  he  the  Nation,  and  fo  'both  prrierve  and 
advance  tbemfelves. 

7.  Tis  the  wi(h  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  (aa  far 
as  they  have  one  common  defign)  to  continue  then- 
ftlves  in  abfolnte  power,  by  the  fpecious  name  of  a 
popular  Government ;  to  new-model  and  divide,  and, 
at  lad,  take-down,  the  ^rmy;  and,  finally,  under  the 
pretence  of  a  Committee  of  Parliament,  or  Council  of 
State,  fet-up  an  Oligarchy,  relembliog  that  of  the 
thirty  Tyrants  in  Athens. 

Laftly,  'Tis  the  general  Intereft  of  the  Nation  to 
eftablifli  the  ancient  fimdamental  Laws,  upon  wUaii 
every  one^s  propriety  and  liberty  are  built,  lo  fettle 
Beligion,  to  procure  a  general  Indempnity  for  ^ 
aftions  paft,  to  revive  their  langutihingaiid-almoft  dead 
tradCf  gain  an  alliance  with  our  neigtibour  States;  to 
put  the  Government  in  fuch  hands,  as,  befidas  prefent 
force,  can  plead  a  legal  tide  to  it }  into  the  baoiB  cf 
fuch  with  whofe  private  intereft  that  of  the  pnblick  nol 
onely  confifb,  but  in  which  ^tis  necefiarily  involved  ; 
which  likewife  does  leaft  contradift  the  aima  of  parti- 
cular 
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tviit  ptrties :  LaMjr,  the  hand»  of  fuchy  whofe  coonfel 
is  fit  to  direft  in  matters  of  deliberation,  and  courage 
it  %4  vindicate  the  injiirMs  of  the  Nation. 

Having  impartially  propofed  the  feveral  Interefts  that 
«aeh  Party  defigns  toit  felfi  we  o^H&e  tioW  to  oonfider 
how  far  they  are  attaitiftUe ;  or,  if  attained,  hov(r  con* 
fifieat  with  the  publick  benefiii  neit,  how  confiftent 
with  that  of  all  other  partiee  rtrfpe&ively .;  and,  in  fine, 
how  prodoftive  of  the  real  bcaefit  of  tbemfeives* 

Firl^  as  to  the  Roaiai>-CathoUok  pretenfioni  of  TbeRomio 
rcftoring  to  the  Pope  bis  «abieat  revetroc  and  juriidie-  puty. 
tion,  and  the  Church  all  that  wad  alienated  in  Unify 
the  eighth's  time^  'tis  tie  way  ftiiable  ;  the  Perquifitea 
of  the  See  of  Jbas^,  alidtbe  payments  to  the  Pope^ 
heiBg  greater  than  our  GontfibuliOns  fo  much  com- 
plttaed-ofi  and  the  ii9poflH>ility  of  reftitution  of 
Cburch-Lands  is  plain  from  what  was  done  in  Queen 
HAifrU'f  days,  wbeti  the  greateft  zealots  for  that  profeb 
&»,  cho(e  rather  to  tbfow  their  Beads  into  the  fire> 
than  refign  their  Conveyance)  of  Abby*land.  Tben^  as 
to  his  religion,  'tis  vifibly  the  ruine  of  all  other  parties  ^ 
Q,  Marias  reformation  by  fire  and  faggot,  with  all  the 
terrors  of  the  Inquifition,  being  infeparable  attendanta 
o&  it«  Now,  the  bulk  of  the  Nation  being  poflfeft  of 
the  afage  they  ikould  have  from  the  Rotnaii-C^lholicks 
if  they  prevailed,  bdides  all  other  Antipathies  deeply 
radicated  in  the  minds  of  far  the  greateft  part  of  the  Na» 
tiont  it  is  morally  im^ffible  it  (hould  ever  be  introduced 
withoui  a  darraign  force  of  fu«h  ftreoglh  as  to  make  an 
ahlbhite  conqueft^  which  would  involve  the  whole 
VatioDy  and  the  Papifts  tbemfelves,  in  one  common 
ruine :  The  sword  not  dj/tingui/bing  Ibe  Caibolick/rom 
tha  Bifitick ;  and  having  imtily  ibis  kindness  for  ii$ 
frignds,fOigmdihemsf9$Myio Heayni^wbm ths(4birs  no. 
9  W  9  -sJP^^ 
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Wire  defignsdjhr  HM  * ;  and  this  the  Cathoiidct  wem 
fenfible  of  in  the  invafion  of  68,  affuring  the  Quecir  of 
as  great  fidelity  as  ibe  could  expeA  from  any  of  her 
ProteftantSul]ye£te. 
The  Royftl*  Secondly^  the  Royalist  pretenfion  of  having;  the  King 
lit  Piirty.  ^^  abfolute  Conqaefor^  as  il  would  deftroy  the  Intereft# 
of  all  palrties  tfadtt  hate  appeared  againft  him  or  his  Fa- 
ther/ would  infringe  the  liberties  of  the  Bnglifb  Sub- 
je&s  in  general^  afhd  in  fioe^  opprefs  the  Cavalier  him^ 
felf :  befidesi  it  is  fio  way  attainable  by  that  party,  being 
incon6derable  both  in  ikumber  and  warlike  prepara- 
tions to  the  reft ;  yet  frrther,  Ihould  he  fo  prevail,  the 
lookingJ>ack  for  reftitution  of  all  damages  paft  in  fo 
many  years,  wereQtterlyq;ainft  his  intereft,  and  would 
forfeit  the  ihoft  abfolate  viAory :  no  power  beiag 
retained  by  tiolence,  however  acquired  thereby.  And 
in  thofe  terms  of  difficulty,  the  fetting-up  the  primitive 
Government  of  the  Church,  at  kaft  \n  itsiiiH  beq^C, 
againft  fo  great  a  multitude  of  eager  diflenters,  accord** 
ing  to  probability  will  not  ftand. 
ThePret-  Thirdly,  the  Prtshyt^ian  aim  of  fetting-op  his 
Pui>v°  DifcipKne,  has  the  former  inconveniences,  with  the 
addition  of  fonde  others ;  for,  befides  that  its  rife  mu^ 
be  the  overthrow  of  all  other  parties,  which  are  more 
confiderable  in  the  Nation  then  themiielves  $  that  rigid 
Government  no  ways  complies  with  the  gemut  of  the 
Nation,  nor  the  frame  of  our  Monicipal  Laws :  which 
the  late  King  was  well  aware  of,  when  he  conceded  to 
the  fetling  of  it  up  for  thtee  years,  being  folly  fatisfied 
how  eileftual  an  argument  the  experience  of  that  ffaort* 
time  Would  be  to  perlwade  the  Nation  to  enddre  fo 

*  Tht  very  words  df  aSpaniih  Priar»  when  dsmanded  wfatt 
ihej  would  do  with  the  Engluk  Catholicb  in  ISSft 

galling 
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jgalling  »nd  heavy  a  yoak  no  longer.  As  4o  rthe  poiQt 
of  Indempnity,  that  is  fecured  fufficiently  in  the  pre* 
oeeding  paragraph  |  for^  if  the  Cavaliirs,  who  are  the 
great  fuiTercrs^  muft  h^ve  no  itparations  (as  I  am  con* 
jSdent  they  expeft  noQ,e)  there  is  no  othf r  party  elfe  to 
fear  the  making  any:  and|  as  the  C^e  oow  jQtands  in  the 
.Churchy  the  late  difcQuragemepts  for  learning  have 
left  fo  fmal)  a  ftore  of  perfons  fit  fpr  Ecclefia(lic$tl  em- 
ployments, that  Iiivings  wiU  waqt  Schplars  .of  what 
jMirty  foever,  and  be  fcaj^ce  fuppljedj  ^d  liot  ScboUrs 
be  deftitute  of  Livings. 

jFoprthly,  t)ie  pretenfions  q{  the  Baptkcif-CbitrcI^'^^^P' 
^Vave  no  ]%h  inconvenience  ^tten4ing  .th^ppt :  jss  fir^>  Chwchei. 
importing  theruia  of  all  other  profefiions,  of  rdigion; 
the  adherents  to  which  are  evidently  not  onely  the  moft 
numerous,  but  infinitely  the  moft  fubftantial  part'of  the 
Nation :  then,  if  attained,  they  cannot  poffibly  fubfift, 
it  being  a  Mazime  in  policy^  that  Religion  is  the  Ce* 
nwnt  of  Govimmentf  without  a  publick  profeflion  of 
.\|4ucb)  and  the  maintenance  of  Learning  and  Mi  niftiy^    N.  B. 
Ath^fme  and  ^iforder  mu$  needs  break-in.     Withal^ 
jhey  having  no  temporal  Qovemment^  either  in  a 
iingle  perfon,  or  community,  to  which  even  tbemfdves 
would  unaniQioufly  fubmit,  they  cannot  incorporate  into 
a  civil  fociety,  of  any  kind.    Laftly,  the  pra&ifes  in 
Gemany  by  the  Aniibaplifls  there ;  their  cruelty,  and 
all  manner  of  dtforder^  their  taking-away  all  property 
of  Eftates,  foqnding  it  in  Grace  and  Saintfhip,  with  the 
hard  treatment  which  the  Papifls  in  Ireland  have  found, 
and  the  Preshyterian  Scots  in  the  North  part  of  the  fame 
kingdome  have  lately  received  from  that  party^  make  all 
.other  parties  infinitely  ^iflatisfied  in  their  9cqi;iring  gny 
power  over  them. 

fifthly,  as  to  the  Arnu0*s  governing  the  Nations  I  The  Army^ 
?  ?  S  (hall 
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ihall  not  infift  on  the  iticonfiderabfenefs  of  their  num^ 
ber,  or  the  intolerablenefs  of  being  riricd  by  the  fword^ 
&c.  There  needs  no  more  be  faid,  but  that,  a  few  weekt 
fince,  they  fo  plainly  faw  the  impoffibility  of  it,  that  fhcy 

^^*®^*  were  content  to  put  the  power  ♦  into  the  hffnds  of  thofe 
perfous  whom  they  had  mod  highlydifobliged  of  a)}nien, 
and  whofe  intereil  vifibly  it  was  (and  alw^ea  #iU  be)  to 
pull  them  down  s, '  not  knowing  otbenKrift  how  to  difpofe 
either  of  thetnfelves,  or  the  power  they  had  taken  {fom 
the  Prote£lor,  and  the  former  Parliament  i  nay^  they 
are  now  content  to  have  their  officers  thrown-oot  after 
an  arbitrary  manner,  and  thofe  that  remain,  forced  to 
take  Commiffions  from  their  new  Maflert^  asd  oM 
enemies  }  which  are  to  laft  but  for  a  few  moneths,  and 
poffibly  be  taken-away  before  many  datys  pafs-over.  In 
the  mean  time  aw*d  with  the  exclufion  fiom  indemp-* 
Tiity^  as  alfo  with  the  raifing  County-Troops,  and  new 
Militia^Sf  which  (what  ever  is  pretended)  are  defigned 
onely  to  check  and  curb  them :  likewife,  their  Arrears 
fo  pitifully  fatisfied,  that  they  feem  rather  a  jeer  then 
payment  i  and  yet  they  cbufe  to  fubmit  to  all  thiss 
father  then  venture  the  confiifion  of  afluming  the  power 
into  their  own  hands. 

6.  The  pretenfions  of  the  ProieSiorian  Intereft,  arc 
now  fo  lowe,  fo  odious;  and,  what  is  worfe  then  that^ 
ridiculous  to  the  Nation,  the  feveral  Members  of  the 
Family  having  been  falfe  to  one  another,  and  their  beft 

Cromwdi  friends,  and  the  late  Heir  *  having  in  bis  perfon  betrayed 
fo  much  folly  and  cpwardize,  (two  Ingredients  which 
will  deilroy  any  Government }}  'twould  be  impertinent 
to  (hew  that  it  cannot  be  acquired^  or^  if  poffibly 
returned,  could  not  be  fettled  $  and  of  iht  tmattainii* 
blenefle  of  theif  de(}gn,  the  old  ProteAor  himfelf  would 
be  further  evidence,  wbofe  fuccefles  and  repute  in  the 

World 
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Worid-gave  him  advantages  far  before  thofe  any  of  Ina 
Line  caa  hope  to  have;  and  yet  we  fee»bc.couldtteTer 
get'  that  title  he  fo  much  thirfted-fors  aodyif  he  had 
gaiaed  it  (wfatch  it  is  credibly  reported^  he  defigned: 
upan>tbat  very  day  he  dyed)  'tis  vifible.to  pnidoit  men^ 
how  fatal  it  would  have  been,  even  to  him :  Bat  laftly^ 
how  far  it  would  be  from  the  Intereft  of  the  Nations  to 
efpoufe  fiich  a  quarrell^  as  the  maintenance  of  that 
Kunily^  with  their  lives  and  fortunes;  let  them  be 
Judgjes^.whp  in  their  Addrefles  folemnly  promifed  to  do 
fpj.andi  wjthin  few  weeks  after,  utterly  .deferted  it. 

7«  The  remnant  Farliamentary  Intereft*  is  of  like  The  Party 

of  the  Canto 

oature }  that  rifes  meerly  by  the  Armie's  favour,  and  monweaith. 
can  fta»d  only  on  its  Ruine^and  the  Nation's.  Its  plea  of  P^rUament. 
ri^t  is  fo  tbin>  that  afober  perfon  would  be  afliamed  to 
ownit;  they  b^ing  (topafle  by  other failances}long  agoe, 
]^ral]y4ifiblved  in  the  death  of  the  Kin^  after,  apparent- 
ly at  leaft,  [having  been]  made  unfree  by  the-  feclufion 
of  their  Members :  and  laftly,  actually  difTolved  by  the 
late  Prote£ior;  which  was  acknowledged  by  as  many 
Members  againft  themfelves  as  fate  in  the  intermediate 
I^ajrliaments;  efpecially  in  the  laft,  which  was  called  ^*^<>f<^* 
upon  the  old  national  account,  and  had  the  authority  Richard  * 
of  the  Aft  for  a  triennial  Parliament  to  ground  their  ^^"^"^^  ' 
convention.    And  now,  to  compleat  the  Tyranny  and 
Ufurpation,  this  carcafe  *  of  a  Parliament,  dead  many 

years 

^  It  appears  by  this  passage  that  this  Common-wealth-Parlia- 
menty  (consisting  of  a  remnant  of  the  famous  long  Parliament 
that  met  at  Westminster  on  tlie  Sd  of  November,  1640,  and 
conducted  the  Civil  War  with  King  Charles  the  First,)  was  at 
this  time  (July  20,  or  91,  1659^)  spoken-of  with  great  slight  and 
contempt  on  account  of  the  small  number  of  persons  of  which 
it  was  composed,  after  the  forcible  seclusion  of  a  great  majority 
of  its  members  in  December,  l648,  by  the  army,  to  make  way 
3  F  4  for 
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fein  ago^  being  conjured-up  from  its  afbes  and 
ntttennefsy  by  the  omoipotcnce  of  the  Army,  coDtiiMies' 
the  old  feclufion  ftill,  and  fills  not  up  the  vacant  places  * 
nay,  is  fo  hr  from  filltng-up,  that  its  primary  aim  is  to 
overthrow  tbeconftitntion  of  Parliamenis ;  and,  though 
it  pretends  to  popularity,  dares  not  refer  itfelf  to  the 
free  votes  of  the  people.  Nor  may  ihey  hope  to  fool  the 
Nation  with  promifes  of  not  out-fitting  a  prefixt  time,  or 
with  their  Rjtations  and  Fantoflkal  EU3ions,  which  are 
no  way  grounded  on  the  people's  choyce^  and,  beMes, 
lay  no  foundation  of  Settlement,  as  being  uapraAicablei 
and,  what  is  more,  tyhcn  fettled,  may  be  varied|  bo.th 
by  their  prefent  Contrivers,  and  by  thofe  future  perfont 
that  fhall  be  chofen  |  and  iaftly,  by  the  Army,  without 
whofe  licence  nothing,  is  valid,  or  of  force.  In  ihort^ 
its  preteniions  are  far  more  deftruAive  to  the  Nation, 
then  even  the  Proteciorian  are,  it  being  better  to 
fubmit  to  the  luft,  and  ferve  the  ends,  of  one  Family 

for  the  trial  and  execution  of  King  Charlet  the  Fiist.  And  on 
the  llth  of  the  mouth  of  February,  in  the  following  year* 
1659-60,  upon  (be  reconciliation  of  General  Monk  and  bis  army 
"With  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common-Council  of  the  City 
of  Londony  (after  having  executed  some  nevere  orders  given 
him  by  the  Parliament  against  their  rights  and  privileges*  which 
had  highly  iocensecj  them,)  they  lecetvcd  the  name  of  die  Rump 
Parlutmcnf,  by  which  they  are  oAen  called  by  Hisioriips.  Dr. 
Skinnet-,  in  his  Life  of  General  Monk,  (which  containi  a  very 
exact  account  of  the  several  steps  taken  by  him  to  bring-aboat 
the  Restoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,)  Informs  os  of  this 
circumstance  in  these  words,  V  But,  before  this,  the  appna- 
ttc-es  and  common  people,  ip  ((eiestation  of  the  J  undo,  (to 
whom  they  had  given  this  night  the  lasting  n^meof  the  Rump 
Parliament)  had  set  all  the  bells  in  the  city  on  ringing,  and  kin. 
died  bonfires  in  every  street,. which  continued  till  morning,  and 
this  Saturday  night,  February  11,  was  called  The  roasting  tf 
the  Bump»*    Chapter  xviii,  Section  ix. 

then 
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then  of  twelfCy  or  thirty,  or  whatever  number  tb^ 
Oligarchy  fixe^.  h$  fubfifltncfe;;  depeniluig  ineerly 
upon  this  Anny^  whofe  vifible  Interefi  it  is  to  diflblve 
^  t^em^  they  pannot  pofiibly  bring-about  tbeif  ends  $  for 
ihould  th^y  ta^e-dqwn  this,  an^  niodell  a  Qew  Anny» 
tbp  If)tereft  of  that  would  be  the  fainiey  though  the 
men  were  changed;  and  the  mutual  niine  of  each 
either  muft  ftill  continue  neceflary  for  the  (upport  of 
eitber. 

From  which  premifea  we  tq/^y  conplude;  that  tl)e 
pretengont  of  no  piirty  npw  on  foot  ip  the  Nation  are 
a(faiiiab}e;  or»  if  ^itain'^t  are  coi>fiftetit  with  thegoqdx 
of  other  partief^  orpf  tbfs  Nattop;  or,  in  fin^,  with  their 
own  ;  and  from  hence  likewife,  one  would  be  apt  to 
cpncl^de,  that  the  ruin  of  the  publick  is  inevitable ; 
tl)ere  being  no  docur  of  hope  left  open  to  receive,  no 
metbpd  vi6ble  to  uqitei  fo  djftant  afid  incpfopatible 
ends. 

But,  not-withftandipg  all  this,  'tiy  not  impoffible, 
no  nor  hard,  to  find  an  Expedient  that  (hall  evacuate 
all  thpfe  difficulties :  npt  only  eftabliih  the  genera) 
Coi^mppent,  b^t  (exorbitant  paffion  only  retrencht) 
fatiffy.  the  reall  littered  of  eyefy  party,  nay^  fingle 
piBrfon,  in  the  I>jratipnr     . 

Now  to  the  cheerful  repeptiop  of  fuch  an  overture,  I 
fuppofe  there  is  no  need  to  perfwade,  nor  more  for 
to  adQicinifbt  that  words  and  names,  however  rendered 
odious,  are  not  to  fright  us  from  our  certain  Benefit 
and  dcareft  Ipt^r^ft*  4)1  ^at  i^  demanded  here,  is, 
that,  if,  upon  feriops  confideratiop,  the  propofal  be 
fdund  reafonable,  men  would  be  fo  kind  to  themfelves 
as  to  receive  it.  The  Aflertion  I  doubt  not  to  make 
mod  plain  and  evident,  and  therefore  ihall  as  plainly 
pconounoe  it.    'Tis  this.  The  caUing4n  the  King^  ^T^^\^L 
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^ing  would  ike  certain  and  only  mtam  far  the  pmenoatitM  tif  ilia 

mMC  to  the  Kingdomey  and  ako  of  the  rights  and  Lttensis  of  all> 

JSJ^fS^t  'ingle  per  sons  in  it. 

of  the  Nar  To  make  this  evident  in  every  part,  I  will  retain  tbf 
former  Method,  and  take  a  jnft  account  of  all  tho- 
befbre*nientioned  particulars,  that  there  may-  be  no 
poffibiRty  left  for  Fallacy  or  Errour. 

I  begin  with  common  national  Intereft^  And  thalr 
this  accords  with  it,  becomes  manifeft ;  for  that  tbeflrft 
requifite,  <*the  eftabltlhing  the  fmdunental  Laws^*' 
neceffiirily  brings«in  the  King.  This  lifc^mfe  aflfoids^  a 
legal  way  for  redrefling  of  grievances,  of  what-  kind 
foever,  and  a  fure  and  full  Indempnity  to  all  perfonsi 
will  fettle  Religion  upon  fueh  a  Bafis,  as  Oiall'give 
fatisfafiion  to  all  that  are  for  Government  in  the 
Church  ;  as  alfo  thofe  that  diflent  therein.  It  bdng 
vifible,  that  all  Engli/b  men  are  equally  neerto  him> 
to  whom  they  relate,  not  by  the  private  names  of- 
FaAion  or  Opinion,  but  by  that  one  common  bond  of 
Allegiance ;  there  being  no  more  reafbn  why  be  flfonld 
be  partial  in  his  afie£bions  to  them,  while  they  all 
agree  in  Loyalty,  (though  theydifibr  in  otfaermatters ;) 
than  why  a  Father  (hould  be  fond  to  one  Son,  md' 
difcourage  another  (both  being  equally  obedient):  upon 
pretence  of  their  divers  hairs  or  comptenons  i  though 
Tyrants  and  Uforpers  have  found  k  neceflkry  ftill  to 
cajole  and  fool  fome  one  ft£Hon,  that  ihey  miglM'SMke- 
an  intereft  which  they  had  nof,  and  by  any  means  gain 
a  colour  and  fupport  to  their  ufurpation.  This^  and  this 
onely,  will  advance  Trade,  which  tbe  Spani/h  «Bd 
Dani/h  quarrels  bave  almoft  deftroyed;««will  give  an^ 
Hance  with  neighbour  States,  his  Family  being  alreadf- 
engrafied  into  the  principal  Stems  of  Europe^  and  his 
futufe  marriage  ginng  opportonity  tamake  an  advan-. 

tagious 
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Ugious  af&ntty  to  ftrengthcn  thofe  prefent  Tnterdb  ;'>»* 
this  will  take-off  the  vaft  charge  of  Intelligence  and 
bribes,  which  have  been  hi tberto  employed  meerlyagainft 
the  reftitution  of  his  Family :  will  fuperceed  the  neceffiiy 
of  thofe  unreafonable  wars^  that  were  begnn  upon  that 
fingle  account,  (I  need  not  inftance  in  particulars  to 
make  myfelf  underflood.)  Twill  cut'K>ff  the  charge  of 
the  Appendages  of  this  Crown,  the  Scoti/b  and  Irt/b 
Kations ;  which  are  now  from  hence  become  a  bur-* 
then  I  befides  a  ground  of  Everlafling  Jealoufie  and 
danger.  Yet  further)  the  Government  being  put  into 
the  King's  hands/twill  be  eftablifhed  not  onely  by  that 
power  which  is  committed  to  him  ;  but  by  the  more 
fure  exaAors  of  obedience  )  afleAion  and  duty.  He 
being  an  hereditary  Prince,  his  private  intereft  muft  be 
the  fame  with  that  of  the  Nation  ;  which  too  will  not 
be  limited  by  the  prefent  age,  but  reach  poflerity* 
This  likewife  very  well  conflfts  with  the  Interefl  of  all 
private  parties,  as  anon  (hall  be  particularly  made 
manifeft.  Moreover,  the  Government  will  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  a  perfon  fo  fit  for  employment  as  no  one  j^  fc^^j,^ 
living  the  like :  his  education  through  all  hardfhips  of  jjjj^  *''J^^' 
fortune,  his  converfe  abroad  in  the  Courts  of  the  moft  abKnt 
confiderable  of  his  neighbour  Princes ;  his  managery  of 
bufinefs  in  his  own  perfon  |  his  engagements  in  warlike 
hazards ;  with  others  likewife  of  all  kinds :  his  age 
perfeAly  mature;  his  underftan ding  (harp  to  apprehend) 
and  refolution  fteady  to  purfue  |  joined  with  an  infinite 
fweetnefo  of  temper ;  concurring  to  make-up  fo  perfeft 
a  fufficiency  for  Empire^  that  the  moft  wanton  wifhes 
of  men  cannot  fancy  any  thing,  that  he  will  not 
either  make  good,  or  out-do.  But  farther,  to  manifeft 
the  reftoring  of  his  family  to  be  the  ondy  mean^  of  * 
fettling  the  Nationi  ladd  this  evident  proof)  <<Tbat  w6 

have 


have  mad^  arial  of  all  other  forms  of  Gove^oinent,  aod 
of  bis  in  another  Line,  all  in  vain :"  Firft,  of  an  Arisio^ 
eracy,  while  the  Houfe  of  Peers  furvivcd ;  then  of  » 
Pemocracj/i  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  itfelf :  After^  gf 
a  Monarcfyy  in  the  old  Prote£ior  and  his  Son ;  and  now 
of  an  Oligarchy,  in  the  pr^fent  ufurpers  at  Westminster: 
fo  that  there  is  nothing  now  Jeft  ps^  but  either  Anar* 
chy  or  his  Reftitution.    Befides  this,  <<  that  the  ancieqt 

It  if  the  *€•  ' 

;i€nil  desire  regal  Government  is  the  defire  .of  the  whol^  body  of 
?I>?thM*'  the  Nation/'  becomes  plain  from  hence,  that  all  late 
^*id"*     Parliaments,  however  uneq*jial|y    chofen,    have    (pr 
fotorcd.      were  fufpeded   to  have)  defigned  the  reduAion  of  it ; 
apd  that  this  is  the  prefent  fenfe  of  almoft  every  man, 
is  fo  notorious,  that  the  late  Petition  *  of  Jufy  6, 
addrefs'dby  the  men  of  Weflmnfier  to  themfelves,  aqd 
for  which  they  give  themfelves  folemn  thapks,  knows 
not  how  to  diffemble  it,  bpt  confefles  in  plain  tenps, 
That  the  Interest  of  ibf  late  I^ing*s  Sop  is  cfyed^p  atfd 
promoted  daily ^  ifpon  pretence  tbat  there  will  he  nothing 
but  confufion  and  tyranny  until  he  cofne  to  govern  |  and 
that  such  as  declare  Jor  a  Cpmmon^wealth  are /or  Anar* 
chy  and  Confusion^  and  can  never  agree  among  tbem^ 
selves  what  they  would  have. 
Of  the  be-       I  ihall  not  farther  inlarge  upon  this  head,  but  pro- 
would  arise  ceed  to  what  remains  before  me ;  to  juftifie  the  Necef- 
S^Part?«r  .fi^y  of  bringing-in  the  King,  in  reference  tp  the  private 
mtheNa-  .concems  of  every  party  in  the  Nation  j  and 
theRestora-     1.  'Tis  the  intereft  of  the  Roman-CathuHets ;  for  by 
Kins?  '  ^   that  means  the  heavy  payments  now  on  their  Efiates, 
with  other  burthens,  will  be  taken*off ;  and  as  to  the 
preflures  of  P^nal  Iiaws,  they  cannot  but  repiemb^r 

•  TiMt  tbemsclvcf  penn'd  that  Petition,  was  fit  &nt  easily 
conjectured,  but  is  nowccrtaiuJy  linov^ii. 

how 
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iidw  far  from  grievbua  they  were  in  the  Wte  King'l 
tiftie,  the  Catholicks  living  here,  notwitliflanding  thenarj 
in  a  more  flonrifliing  condition  than  thofe  of  Franccf 
liafyy  or  SpeAn  did^  tinder  their  refpedive  Princes ; 
and  would  do  infinitely  more  under  their  natural 
King,  than  if  any  fbrraigner  (hould  acquire  the  power 
by  conqueft :  Befides,  tbey^  generally  having  adhered 
to  the  late  King  in  his  Wars,  have  no  reafon  to  diftraft 
the  finding  favourable  treatment  from  his  Son,  and  a 
dtieflhareof  that  indulgence  which  he  is  ready  to  afford 
to  even  his  gre^iteft  Enemies. 

2.  TYitRoyalist  and Enj^/ififrProtellant^befides that  his 
principles  oblige  him  cheerfully  to  pay  his  obedience 
where  it  is  due,  and  to  look  no  further,  ts  likewife  by  his 
Iiltereft  concem'd  to  be  content  with  fuch  a  reftitution 
of  the  King  as  allows  no  private  reparations  for  paft 
fdflerings;  they  thereby  acquiring  full  pofieffion  of 
what  remains ;  and  the  fettlement  of  the  Nation  would 
sdake  the  fmalleft  eftate  more  advantagious  than  the 
greateft  would  be,  if  acquired  by  violence;  which  una- 
voydably  would  defeat  all  terms  of  union,  and  involve 
the  Nation  in  new  Wars :  SolikewHe,  if  the  ncceflary 
parts  of  their  way  of  Worihip  be  fecured,  (which  no 
party  would  envy  them,  being  in  a  manner  gratified  as 
nfiuch  themfelves)  circumftaniials,  other  things,  would 
be  eafily  fettled  by  a  fair  and  amicable  treaty. 

5.  It  is  the  Presbyteriaris  xtiitxti^  this;  as  being 
the  only  way  to  preferve  himfelf  from  ruine  at  the ' 
hati'ds  of  thofe  lefler  parties  that  have  grown-up  under 
him'}  who,  utterly  oppofe  all  Government  in  the 
Church,  the  being  and  the  fupports  of  the  Minifterial 
funftion^  and  the  encouragement  of  the  party  in  the 
State.  The  fpeculative  differences  and  contefts  with 
the  Epifcopal  Divines,  are,  in  the  opinion  of  moderate 

men 
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metL  of  eillier  judgemept^  eafily  attoncd :  And  thU 
romptyance^  a»  the  moft  neeeflkryy  ib  will  it  be  the  moft 
honourable  aft  to  tbem  imagioable;  filencingall  thoTe 
yehenieDt  Tufpicioas,  and  hard  cenfures,  that  now  paTa 
uncoatroli'd )  and  juftifytng  thoTe  pratenfiona  of  Loy- 
alty to  the  King,  which  were  wrde  ia  thdr  Banneca^ 
and  folemnly  ooveoanted-fiMr  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Wars  Be6de^  it  is,  upon  the  natter^  what  waadefired 
at  Uxhriige^  and  agreed>upoa  at  the  Ifle  of  Wight. 
But»  if  any  of  the  party  be  unfatisfied  herein,  let  him 
confult  the  late  very  menaorable  Writings  of  Mr. 
Prytm^  which  many  have  thought  fit  to  deride,  but  no 
body  feriouAy  to  confute ;  and  he  (ball  find  what  will 
abundandy  convince  him. 

4.  As  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Bapiisud  Cburcbu  ;  their 
pretenfiona  of  throwing-down  all  other  parties^  being 
not  feisable  \  'tis  their  concern  io  aoquiefce  in  the  moft* 
moderate  Church«-government;  which  is  certainly  the 
Epifcopal,  confeft  to  be  fuch,  (even  as  exerctfed  hereto* 
fore,)  by  all  parties  in  their  difputes  and  diflferenoea 
with  each  others  and  yet  is  fairly  capable  of  fnch 
farther  allays,  as  fliall  appear  to  be  for  the  peace  of  tho 
Church  and  Nation*  Befides,  it  being  a  fundamentaL 
with  them  of  the  Independant  way,  to  admit  liberty  of 
Confcience ;,  they  have  no  reafon  to  be  angry^  if  perTons 
of  different  Judgements  proceed  according  to  their 
principles:  And,  this  being  indulged  to  them,  with 
tha  aflurance  of  enjoying  their  temporal  pofleflSonSf 
there  is  nothing  imaginable,  which  with  reafon  they 
can  defire  more.  Their  very  Satisfaftion  of  taking* 
dowu  Tyihes,  being  fo  far  from  yielding  them  any  real, 
advantage,  that  'tis  moft  vifible,  all  it  will  do  muft  be 
tbia,  '^  to  tranflate  these  payments  from  the  Clergy  to 
State-farmers."    And  by  that  time  tbq^  have  taftcd  the 

difference 
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dtflercace  faetween  the  precaribvi .  coUc^oos,  and 
allBiaftbqigagy  of  aMiniflcr,  and  Uie.-.cnid  csra&ions 
and  gdfes  of  a  Publican's  mm  hmJk  ;  I  dare  promife 
ibritbetti^  tbey  wiHiieanilyinnvifli  all  their  unreafona- 
bkand  ilLptuuMJeddeCreftin  that  behalf. 

5.  It  ia  iht  Iiitereftie€;die< Arflo;  to  call-im  the  King. 
JPoCi  £rA,  tobe  underAfingle  perfion^  is  fofttlpaUy  didr 
ooQoeniy  thAthere  is  Jcarce  a  csomnifln  Soldier  among 
ttbenij,  who  is  not  frnShk  of  kz   and|  if  fo,  then 
emdctitly>  itaaiietter  to  lie  under  him  then  any  other  s 
i9ribeittbyabey<ciit«aff«beneceffiiy  ofperfx^ual  War^, 
^and  fo  the  haeacdtag  of  aU  their  j£qui6tions ;  tbereby 
th^  af  ure  thenlialves^  &om  thofe  ^aogen  of  beinc 
taken^dowsi^  fio})  in  pay,  and  defeated  of  Arrears :  He 
being  :theaBly  perfivi  ihaiean  (with  a  free  Parliament) 
caKBContttbutaona  and  Taxes  in  a.lcgal  jeoanner^  and  to 
thefatiaf«fitibn.of  theNatbn.  And  [he  ia  alfoj  the  only 
OfKthat  pan  truft  them  asa  Aaodtiigbody;  which  ufuiu 
peiB  never  muft  A>^  aa  k  manilfeft  by  the  tieatment  the 
Asjny  has  hitherto  bad  under  their  fevjevat  Matters; 
for,  to  paffe  by  their  psefent  ufage,  before  decypher'd  Hardthipt 
by  IM4  the  oW  Paoteaor  made  theon^ Stales  and  pro-  '^^S^^ 
parties^  not  only  (to  affift  his  Tyranny,)  employing  ^r^r 
tjhucsa  Agliinft  tte  Enemies  of  his  partioularj  and  not  the  CromwtU 
Nation's,  Tntereft :  But  be  did  it  aUb  to  eafe  himielf  o(^^t^^ 
iwh  of  them  aa  had  mom  honefiy,  wit,  or  courage,  ^^J'^^^ 
tdnen  be  thought  fit  for  bit  purpofes.    Hence  th^  were 
jQUft  upon  the  Irj/b^  SfioHififf  Fland^i,  French,  JanuM^     N.  B. 
$#rvi«e,  tiyned  on  Shipboard  in  the  Fleets,^  garbled, 
.^i&arded,  or  removed  fmnpk  piaoe  to  place,  feldoA 
inifted  long  updor  the  fame  Officers,  nor  fuffered  (9 
jmomwAt9>U  CoauM^  of.meet  at  a  general  Bende^- 
yQW*    When  00  the  other  jide,  a  Prince  that  has  a 
JMft  tish  to  bl^rt  bisQj  bai  no  gmuR^  of  r4cb  fufpi* 
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cidnsi  but,  repofiog  himfelf  on  the  loythj  of  his  ^pcb* 
p\e,  will  honouimbly,  and  v^ith  dkSdon^  treat  all  that  m 
any  empioynient  fenre  him.    And,  as  to. the  pcrfon  of 
the  King^  he  hu  a  natitnl  and  fhrticular  selpe&  for 
this  Army;    howeter   ifcay  have  daftsrved  of  him: 
admiring  their  valour  and  dtfcipline  j  even  when  em{rioy- 
ed  againft  h^m.    I  will  give  (tut  one  inftance^  w^h» 
thou^  it  may  iiBem  flight,  is  not  fo  as  to  the  point  in 
hand.    Tisthis}  In  the  late  Ftamdert  ferrice,  npovt 
the  occafional  mention  of  the  Armie's  behaviour,  in  the 
engagements  with  thei  Spanifb  forces  near  Dunkiriy 
the  taking  of  the  towns,  and  feme  oAer  Services  of 
ieflfer  moment,  he  was.  observed  fiill  to  give  fuch  an 
affeAionale  teftimony  to  the  Bnglijb  Oalhmtry,  as  was 
no  way  pkafing  to  the  lefle  dobk  hearers,  who  lik'd 
to  have    nothing    befides    themfelves    commended. 
Thus  did  he  frequently  contend  for  tbsir  hoaknir^  that 
fought  againft  bis  honour  and  life  to  boot  |  and  was 
tbeir  Champion,  who  wereAif  Enemies^    And  indeed 
it  would  be  infinitely  ftrange,  that  they,  who  fo  pro- 
digally fpent  their  blood  by  Sea  and  Land,  to  eftablifli 
Oliver        AD  ungrateful  Monfier;  whofe  recompence  for  the 
greateft  merits,  was  only  the  objeAing  [them]  unto  new 
and  greater  dangers  \  whofe  certaineft  pay  was  <ufpicion^ 
aflFW>nt,  and  injury;  then  afterwards  fubmitted  to  his 
Son,  a  perfon  of  no  worth  or  credit,  of  whom  this 
comparative  commendation  can  only  be  given,  that  he 
is  not  fo  very  a  Brute  as  his  Brother ;  and  (to  clofe  all) 
aflumed'the  long-forgotten  dregs  of  a  caft  Farliament, 
fliould  envy  to  themfelves,  the  honour  and  advantage  of 
being  commanded   by  a  Prince,  of  known  Integrity 
and  Virtue ;  a  Prince  that  loves  them,  «ven  in  defpigbc 
of  all  their  injuries ;  and  (which  is  the  higheft  endear^ 
ment  among  Soldiers)  a  Prince  of  eminent  perfonal 
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Valour,  which  fevcral  of  them felves  ire  witn'eflTes  or, 

fefpecially   at   Worker  and   MarJikt^  and,   if  they 

pleafed,  might  Be  in  more  arid  fairer  ihftances:  Laftly,  ^ 

i*rince,  v(?ho  is  the  only  vifible  Expedient  npoft  eaHh,  to 

fender  at  once,  both  them  and  their  pofierity,  and  the 

ivhole  Nation,  happy.    Were  this  dircfted  to  the  French 

or  Spani/b  Infantry,  (thofe  venal  Souls,  that  uhderftand 

hothing   b^i5de»   pay  and  plunder ;)  thefe  arguments 

from  reafon,  national  Intereftand  honour,  would  poflS- 

bly  be  loft:*  But  to  the  Englijb  Army,  (that  ftill  has 

owned  a  pnblick   Spirit,   «vh€re  every  common  mart 

knows  how  to  direct  as  wtll  as  to  obey,  ind  iti  judge  rid 

leflTe  then  to  execute,)  to  have  propofed  the  Truth,  muff 

be  enough :  nor  will  they  fail  to  fix  their  thoughts  uport 

It,  or  fteer  themfelves  as  prudence  (hall  inftru6J. 

Laflly,  as  to  the  Intefeft  of  the  Proteflor's  party,  and 

the  Parliament,  they  are  concerned  to  call-in  the  King. 

Por,  it  being  impoflible  for  them  to  make  good  their 

^tms-,  It  inuft  be  wifdome  to  fecure  themfelves  atid  theii' 

f  dates,   and  take  part  in  that  Oblivion  atid  amnefty, 

^hich  he  is  ready  to  give,  as  alfo   in  thofe  rewards, 

which,  whoever  ftrve  him' in  any  kind,  (cfpecially   iii 

Berngihftrumenial  to  hisreftitiitioti)  will  be  fure  to  have; 

•  Now  to  all  this,  I  can  foreTec  but  onfe  material  ob- 

jeftiori;  which  is,  that  thefeveralforementionedpirtie^  Of  the 

cannot  be  fecured,  that  the  admiffion  of  the  King  will^^^"j||JJ'g^j''^ 

ilot  be  infidious  and  enfnaring  to  them ;  and  that,  what-  **""*^  \^^' 

^  sons  con- 

ever  engagements  he  now  makes,  when  he  (hall  come  ccminf?  ihe 

to  power,  he  will,  iti  likely-hood,  refcind  and  cancel,  formanceof 

To  whieh  I  breifly  anfwer,  that  this  is  no  ^eal  objet- Jj'^;,^^^*^"'"- 

tion  at  all :  for  fdmi!  body  or  «her  muft  be  trufted  ftili;  ^hich  the 

t    •  V   •        •       »  1  1      *  «  t  absent  king 

the1*e  being  tio  living  m  the  world  without  mutual  con-shoatd  give 
fiSence ;  tnd  whoever  is  invcfted  with  pov^er,  may  do  jn^o^dcr^' 
ihjurtoufly,  in  defpight  of'any  forefighl:  Besides;  ||^J 
atnongft  all  thefe  parties,*  where' each  is  exafperated 
2  G  againft 
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N  B.   ttfpinA  the  otber^  tbere  will  be^be  8«ipe,  or  gretter, 
caufe  of  jealoufie^  if  any  of  them  w«re  fuflfered  to  prevail* 
^nd  'twould  be  worth  the  tbinkiog  o^  whether  it 
were  not  a  manifeft  Judgment  of  God  upon  oa,  thai 
^     broki^  the  treaty  with  the  late  Kiogi  upon  fnggefiions^ 
that  it  was  not  fafe  to  trod  himi  and  chofe  to  rely  up9Q 
N.  B.     ^^  f^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  fellow-fi;ibje£ts :  That  he  fliould 
Of  the  per-  prove  the  mod  perfidioua  perfon  in  the  Worlds  to  all 
H^p^risy  ^hat  irufted  him ;  to  the  FarliaBient>  the  Armyi  thA 
^tMJtol^   Nation,  and  even  his  private  friends  and  allyep;  info* 
Oliver       much^  that  no  hiftory  of  any  age  or  paople,  can  yield  a 
parallel  to  hii|i  for  falfenefle,  perjury,  hypocrifie^  and 
preach  of  faith ;  and^  if  this  look  like  judgi^mentj  'twill 
then  be  worth  the  weighing,  whether  it  bon^me  us  to 
go-on  in  our  unfortunate^  infidclj  pra&ife  ftill  ?    la 
There  are    eafes  of  this  kind,  there  are  but  two  ways  of  afluranee  i 
for  thi^?Dg  I  mean  fo  perfe&lyuncontroulable  as  to  be  vali|l>  if 
kX  wHi     ^^^^  ^f  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  prefent*   The  one  is  the  Honefly 
^SSI^e^     of  the  perfon  that  engages;  the  otb^r  is  bislntereft:  and 
such  condi-  here,  not  one  of  there  alone  is  prc^ent^  but  both  concurs 
which  qertainly  muft  niake«up  a  fecurity  [that  wiU  be} 
b^ond  all  doubt  or  queftion.  As  to  the  Honefiy  of  tk& 
Kings  no  maliice  has  the  impudence  to  blaft  it ;  hip 
Moderation,  Spbriety,  and  JuAice,  being  as  well  known 
as  his  misfortunes  are.    Neatp  as  to  Intereft^  it  vifiU]f 
coneerns  him  to  bepunftual  ill  his  engagements;  Firft, 
to  offer  pardon  to  all  that  (land  in  ne^  of  it,  ai»d  thmi 
moft  faithfully  ta  make  k  good  in  each  particular:  loflfi 
of  Credit  infallibly  breaking  the  MDerchai^t  i^d  privatis 
dealer,  but  niming  oiose  irreparably  tiie  publick,  na- 
tional one;  when,  on  the  other  fide,  precife^  e^a^ 
pei£>rmance  firangely  fupporu  both  o|ie  and  the  otbtf« 
Of  the  benefit  heteoi^  I  ijkall  give  an  ewiineat  inAaoo^. 
of  kte  ipemory  in  his  own  &mily,  and  therefore  9f 

Grand*' 


«S1 

Srandfaliieri  kiog  Hmity  tbe  fourlh,  of  Feance^  who,  or  the  wisf 
After  loDg  Wars>  coining  to  his  right,  befides  his  relkf  ^^^^^t^o^/ 
frow  <L  Elizaheihi  by  no  othtr  hiipiane  aid,  but  the  re-  Jjj^^  "*2i'^ 
tmting  and  late  wiCdomeof  hisowa  people ;  and,  being  France  tp- 
foro'd  to  make  a  peace,  by  many  particular  treaties,  pa/ty  that 
IliH  was  exaA  in  keeping  them  5  apd  r^cpived  into  hit  ^IH^^ 
entire  fiUK>ur,  and  fdid  friendibip,  all  lho&  )vho:h94«^^"/°^^^^ 
fisngbt  againft  him)  and  gprem'd  bis  mo^  important         ' 
afiain,  both  Civil  and  Mi}it«ry^  by  the  counfel  and 
tonduA  of  hta  ibmetlmea  Enemes ;  fuch  as  were  not 
onely  tbe  Dukie  of  Nfi^irs^  FiU^yif  ai^d  Prefident 
JeomHhh  but  even  ^b^  head  of  the  league,  the  Duke 
of  Jlftftn^  htoi&lf ;  to  whom  he  committed  tbe  coov 
dnft  of  all  the  force  of  Stance,  (though  then  perfonalljr 
prefent)  when  Xhp  prijace  of  Parm^  came  to  relieve 
Amiens ;  and  after,  to  make  good  his  own  promife  of 
Indenapnity,  protefbed  him,  being  queftioned  for  thib 
Murther  of  Henry  the  third,  by  interpofing  his  own 
Supreme  power,   when  the  chambers  of  Parliament 
were  readf  to  qcMadema  him ;  though  thereby  he  was 
liiTC  to  undergoe  tbe  imputation  of  intfcging  fo  great  a 
lif atefador,  agaifift  the  daoHSipDS  pi  the  people,  th# 
regular  pfooefs  of  the  L^w,  the  paffionate  demands  of  a 
difconfoiate  Widow-A4een^  and  his  own  particular 
neemelTesof  Jthehigheft  mark,  his  relatipii  to  him  both 
in  Blood  and  in  Succcffion.    Yel,  by  doing  this,  he  not 
onely  (ettlc4  himfidf,  but  attuned  that  greatnefa  which 
no  other  method  could  have  ooatrived  for  him.    Atfd 
why  we  fliould  think  the  King  relcJy'd  not  to  confult 
aa  w«dl  for  birafe^f,  as  bis  Gff ndfather  did,  I  fuppofe  i% 
wiU  pnsKle  the  wUeft  piutrons  jof  diflmft,  to  give  the 
leaft  pretence,  or  fltew,  of  ttafon;  as  alfo  it  would  do, 
why  we  (hould  not  take  pattern  by  that  part  of  tbe 
3tory  which  as  neerly  concerna  us ;  for,  they  being 
ieaaftiy.  i9  the  fame  eafe  we  now  are  in,  crumbled  into 
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as  many  divifions  and  fubdivifions,  as  fo  great  variel^^ 
of  Tntereft  and  Religion  in  that  long  Civil  war  could 
make  5  bearing  an  inveterate,  mortal,  hatred  catch  to 
other,  atid  ahnofi  all  of  them  to  the  King )  yet,  feeing 
the  ruine  approaching  both  from  themfelves  and  ftrang- 
ers,  the  whole  French  Nation  did  fubmit  to  its  Princt 
again)  at  whofe  throat  their  fword  had  fo  often  pointedi 
and  whom  they  had  for  fo  maiiy  years  devoted  to  hell 
as  well  as  death,  under  the  title  of  Heretick  and  Apoftate; 
and,by  fo  doing,  they  became  fuddenly  the  moft  flourifii- 
ing  and  the  moiir  potent  people  oi  Europe.  Btit,  befides 
this,  the  King  has  yet  a  farther  motive  to  oflFer  Grace  to 
all  that  will  accept  it,  and  religioufly  to  make  it  good, 
that  is  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  of  proportionate  value 
with  him  ;  the  command  and  Arid  injunftion  of  his 
dying  Father,  whofe  memory  he  too  much  efteems^  not 
to  fulfill  that  legacy  and  lad  bequeft  of  his,  were  there 
no  other  motive  to  pcrfwade  him.  His  fpruputoufnefs 
in  this  particular  is  known  to  be  fuch,  ps  to  become  a 
charge  againft  him,  and  that  with  more  than  ordinary 
vehemence,  firom  the  liot  fpurs  of  the  two  extreme 
parties  be  has  had  occafion  to  deal  with,  the  Caibolkk 
dnd  the  Preshyttrian.  The  injun3ion  I  mean  is  noto^ 
rious  to  every  perfon,  making- up  a  great  part  of  the 
MifTive  directed  to  the  now  prefent  King,  tinder  the 
ftyle  of  Prince  of  fVales;  I. cannot  forbear  to  infert  a 
few  lines,  as  they  fell  from  the  pen  of  the  incomparable 
Author.    They  run  thus : 

/  have  offered  A3s  of  Indempnity  and  Oblivion  in 

so  great  a   latitudk   as  may  include  all  that  can  bui 

suspeH  themselves  to  be  any  way  obnoxious  to  the  Lmi/i, 

,  and  which  might  serve  to  exclude  all  future  jealousies 

and  insecurities. 

I  would  have  you  alwayes  prepense  to  the  same  way  ; 

whenever  itsj^all  be  desired  and  accepted^  let  it  be 

'  granted^ 
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grantedy  not  onely  as  an  63  of  Siate^poUcy  andneces^' 
siii/f  but  of  Christian  charity  andcboycCm 

It  is  all  I  have  now  left  aiir,  a  power  to  forgive  tbose 
that  have  deprived  me  of  all  $  and  I  ihank  God  1  bave> 
a  heart  to  do  it,  and  joy  as  much  in  ibis  grace  which 
God  has  given  twd,  as  in  all  my  former  enjoyments  3  for' 
this  is  a  greater  argument  of  God's  love  to  me,  than  any 
prosperity  can  be.  . 

Be  consent,  as  lam,  that  the  most  {of  all  sides)  who 
have  done  amiss,  have  done  so,  not  out  of  malice,  but 
misinformation,  or  misapprehension  of  things. 

None  will  be  more  loyal  and  faithful  to  me  andyou,^ 
than  those  SuhjeQs  who,  sensible  ofthnr  errors  and  our 
injuries,  will  feel  in  their  own  souls  most  vehement 
motives  to  repentance,  and  earnest  desires  to  make  some 
reparations  for  their  former  defeats  *. 

^ut,  if  all  this  be  not  enough  to  fuperfe'de  fufpicioh 
and  doubt^  let  me  yet  add  a  farther  teftimony.  The 
King  admits  at  this  day  to  his  bofome  and  neereft  trufl:> 
feveral  perfons,  that,  have  been  engaged  againft  hi^ 
father,  and  feme  of  them  in  anions  moft  fatal  to  his 
affairs ;  an  infallible  afliirance,  that  it  is  only  the  fault  of 
the  reft,  that  they  are  not  there  too.  More  then  this, 
concerning  a  future  performance,  to  affure  it,  can  not 
be  faid  or  done,  except  it  (hould  pleafe  God  to  work 
Miracles;  which,  I  hope,  no  body  does  now  expcft. 

The  fhort  of  all  is.  Without  trufting  fome  one  or 
other,  the  Nation  is  certainly  deftroyed  j  and  no  perfoii 
in  the  world,  befides  the  King,  is  i%  a  capacity  to  avert 
the  impendent  ruin,  or  can  give  the  like  fecurity  of 
himfelf,  as  he  can  do.  I  will  not  now  prefcribe  unta 
the  reader's  underftanding,  in  dilating  an  inference  i^ 

*  The  King's  Book,  sect.  27. 
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but,  from  the  Premifes>  defire  him  at  his  leiruteto  dravr^ 
out  the  concluiioa. 

Having  thus  without  paiBoo,  partiality,  or  prejuclice^ 
enderoured  cleariy,  to  lay-down  the  exa£t  cafe  eftbe 
Nation,  both  in  refpeA  bf  its  difeafe  and  corei  'twilf 
be  fuperflttous  td  add  perfWafives :  for  men  do  not  ufe 
to  be  importutted  to  leave  their  torment  of  difeafe,  or 
t^aht  rhetorical  Enducements,  aftet  the  pleadings  of 
Inlereft  fnd  Profit.     I  forbear  therefore  to  addrefle 
Aiyfelf  iinto  AfTeAion,  and  to  beg  that  tbingi  wbich 
vifibly  it  cohcem«  them  that  are  courtedy  to  render  theic 
importunate  requcft  and  fuit :   Nor  will  I  enlarge  upon 
the  motives  yet  untouchty  drawn  from  Religion^  and 
the  ref^£ts  of  Piroteftatioos,  Covenants,  and  Oaths;, 
as  alfo  native  Allegiance  y  or  (what  i»  infinitely  confider-^ 
able,)  tnotives  taken  from   the   date  of  publick  affairs 
abroad  $  otnr  iie^hbour  Nations  being   now  at  peace 
among  themfelves,  and  looking-out  for  forraign  warj^ 
thereby  to  employ  their  afelefle  forces  %  pretence,  and 
colour,  and  defire  too^  for  the  undtjrtaking  of  which,  we 
have  given  to  every  one  about  u$,  in  our  late  attempts 
oh  them^  and  [our  prefent  unfettled  Rnx^^  Hl^ewife 
}*eelds  Cthem]  aflurauce,  that  they  (ball  fucceed  by  our 
difagrecment  here  among  our  felves*    Let  all  this  be  fe« 
riouily  wdgh'd :  I  am  faAor  for  qp,  Intareft  or  Party, 
nor  feek  the  thanks^  or  favour^  of  atiy  perfoo,  but  rather 
eipeft  the  fiate  of  Reconcilers,  <'  to.  difpieafe  ^very  body.'' 
But  let  that  fucceed  as  it  (k^ll  happen  3  the  injury  that  I 
h&^e  done  cannot  cq|tainly  be  e(leeined|reat}  all  that  is 
laid,  amotmting  but  to  this  Very  reafonable  defire,  *'  that 
^y  fellow-fubjeAs  will  remember  tbefe  two  plain  truthsjf 
firfty  *^  that  they  are  Englishmmt"  and  fo  confider  the 
eood  of  the  Nation ;  and  then^  *'  that  they  are  men^'^ 
and  fo  purfue  thtfr  own. 
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SJUBS7ANCB  OF  TH£  SPEECH 

or   THS 

iSARl  OF  SELKIRK, 

On  Monday,  the  i3th  of  April,  1B07>  on  tkke  MoHon«f  the  Bfaf^ls^C 
Stafibrd,  That  the  House  should  come  to  a  Resolution,  '*Thaf 
<*  4ii«  Howe,  fedHst  the  htcessicy  of  a  trm  andl  staMe  Gavefnmtht 
'^  ftt  thia  omt  it^pwtpnt  «rhii  of  ^tklli6c  itfUia,  ik  UbpnitM  fViAk 
'*  the  rirepett  Rgiet  at  the  change  which  haa  taken  piaoe  m  lib 
**  Migestjr's  Councils,  and  that  such  regret  is  greatly  incraased  Ijy 
^  the  ckuse  to  which  such  change  has  been  ascribedj  it  bein^  the 
<*  Opiftioft  of  Vhi%  Ifonte,  that  it  is  conttaiy  to  ilh«  first  dutiei  of  tite 
**  MlniMers  of  list  Cmwa  to  laoiin  thcmselvcB  by  any  fletlgl^ 
**  OKpfesaed  or  implied,  from  giring  to  his  M^esty  any  %Mu, 
*'  which,  in  their  judgement,  the  course  of  ctvcumstanoes  mi|y 
^^  rendA  necessary  for  the  honour  an4  security  of  hit  .dofiiiniona*'* 


THfi  Etri  (rf  j^aifci  Rit  detlniieid,  that  the  ipropofftiorift 
eontaiflleJ  iq  tfae  Rrfokrtioki  mottd  by  the  noble  MaN 
•qisid  had^  m  the  abAraft,  bis  utiqaalififd  afTettt.  Bit 
jMrf  M  dobt  oF  the  ]^rinctp!e,  (hal  a  prrry  Qounfeftrtry 
'^Atti  fliould  reftr^m  Mmfelf  by  h  pledge^  firOfrt  adtifito^ 
His  Majefty  to  the  beft  of  hi^  judgetnent^  wotiht  te 
pn]  ty  of  a  high  br^ch  of  duty .  He  wte  alio  ftttilfieity 
that  the  late  Admtoiflratbn  poSCed  and  4fftmd  ihk 
ootiBdence  of  the  evMifiHry.  lie  did  net  oieiD  to  ttopl^ 
an  unreferved  approbation  of  all  their  |m>cta)iljigli|  htfl 
ht  did  pot  jejtpeA  to  fee  an  AdinittiftntioniDf  ftmr^tfaab 
human  p^fedioii.  Ttift  fait  eritehott>  by  wfneh  tb 
judge  the  late  Admini<hration  wtt  t6  cotiip«re  their  0in^ 
it»0t  whh  th$k  tt  (rth^  s  ^^  ^  ^^  Tkwhe  was  ready 
8g«  tQ 
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to  maintain,  that  confidering  the  (liort  duration  of  tbeif 
power,  they  had  accompliflud,  or  put  into  a  fair  iraia 
of  acconiplifhment,  more  important  mcafuresof  publick 
good,  and  ihat  with  liTs  of  reprehenl^ble  condud,  than 
perhaps  any  Adminiftralion  within  our  memory.  He 
was  alfo  of  opinion,  that  in  the  prcfent  ftaie  of  EuropCj^ 
the  lofs  of  a  firm  and  flable  Adminiftration  was  aii^svent 
deeply  to  be  deplored. 

The  quefliun  before  the  Koufe,  hovyever,  was  not 
whether  thefe  principles  were  true,  but  whether  it  was 
proper^  under  all  the  cireumftances  of  the  cafe,  for  the 
Houfc  to  record  an  opinion  on  the  fubjcft.  The  plain 
bbjeft  and  intention  of  the  motion,  was  to  convey  a 
ceh/ure  onthedifmifTal  of  His  Maje(ly'«  lafe  Miniiters, 
as  founded  on  an  unconfiituiional  ad, — a  cenfurein 
which  he  could  not  concur.  The  adoption  of  (his 
pibtioh,  or  of  any  other  of  a  fimilar  tendency,  he  con- 
fidered  as  an  unwarrantable  interference  in  the  exercise 
of  the  Prerogalivq. 

The  right  of  parlianient,  he  faid,  to  advife  the  crowi; 
ppon  the  choice  of  MiniAers,  cannot  go  fo  far  as  to 
entttle  the  Houfe  to  quefiion  the  malives  qf  His  Maje^ 
ly,  for  Jifmiffing  Minifters,  who  had  \oQ,  his  Confidence. 
The  King  cani)(U  be  required  to  take  advice  fronx  mep, 
jn  whom  he  cannot  confide;  and,  were  there  no  pthor 
xpafon,  ^djmiituiion  ofConfidt^nce  is  a  fuflBcient  ground 
for  a  ch^qge  in  His  Majefty's  cpuncils.  If,  uppn  fuch 
a  change,  improper  perfon^  are  fubdituted,  it  becomes 
the  duty,  as  it  is  the  right,  of  Parlianient  to  (late  their 
opinion  of  the  unfitivefs  of  the  perfons  appointeti :  but  it 
js  on  thefe  grounds  of  escpeditncy  only,  that  they  caa 
fecbmmetul  one  fct  of  men,  or  reprobate  another.  It 
c|n  ntv^T  bjc  maintained,  that  the  King  is  accountably 
fo  Parliaxuexit,  hi  bis  cQndu£tia9bapgi,ng  )i|s  Acvisers^ 

Such 
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Such  a  do&rio«.  woirtd  fnp  the  foundations  of  the  Con 
fiittUiQa.    If  the  motives  for  a  change  in  His  M^gefly's 
Councils  beafitfubjefi  for  ParliameiHaiy  inveiligationi 
asAvell  might  the  two  Houfes  proceed  to  the  eledlion  of    ^  ^ 
a  Biiniftry  by  a  ballot. 

Except  upon  the  principle  here  contended«for>  it  would 
be  itnpqffible  to  prevent  d)fcuffi0n9t  which  are  admit- 
ted on  all  hands  to  be  utterly  uafit  for  Parliament; — 
difcuflions  upon  the  perfonal  condudi  of  the  King,  and 
on  points  atiflue  between  him  and  bis  Minifters.  To 
illufirate  tbis^  let  it  be  luppofed,  that  ihe  oppofite  princi- 
l^e  were  efiabliQied,  **  that  the  motives  for  a  change  of 
jyCiniOers.  are  a  fit  fubjed  of  Parliamentary  inquiry ;" 
and  then  let  an  extreme  cafe  be  put  :-r-let  it  be  fuppofed^ 
^hat  a  Miniftfsr  (hould  in  council  offer  a  grofs  perfonal 
intuit  tO'His  Majefiy,  fuch  as  would  be  an  unpardonabie 
oiEence  from  one  individual  to  another,  would  there  be 
a  4oubt  that  fuch  -  a  Minifler,  (}^e  his  talents  and  his 
virtues  what  they  niay,)  might  be  properly  difmifled  I 
Now  let- the  fuppofition  be  varied:  inftead  of  a  grofs 
infuh^  let  us  (uppofe  an  offence  lef?  unpardonable.  The 
fiipppfition  admits  of  every  poffible  gradation  between 
the  grofleft  infulii  and  the  mod  venial  inattention. 
Between  the  two  extremes,  cafes  may  undoubtedly  be 
imagined,  in  which  it  ^ould  be  a  matter  of  the  utmoft 
nicety  to  determine^  whether  the  offence  were^or  were 
not»  a  fui&cient  ground  for  difmiffing  a  Minilier.  If 
fuch  queflions  as  thefe  are  to  be  determined  by  Parlia- 
inent,  where  is  an  end  of  the  improprieties  into  which 
it  would  lead  7  and  how  are  fuch  queilions  to  be  avoid- 
fdt  if  ihe  motives  of  Hif  Majeliy  for  difmiffing  His 
Miniliers  are  to  be  held  a  ficfubjed^  of  inquiry  ? 

When  a  change  of  Administration  takes  placcj  on  the 
ground  of  -s|ny  great  publick  meaiure,  the  propriety  of 

the 
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kt  chMge  becotnei  a  ^  fuhjtA  of «M|ti%9  ti  iiivt)k«J 
)a  tb<f  dircuffiofi  of  the  tneafene  which  M  lo  it.  Tbt 
prefent  is  not  a  cafe  of  that  kind,  but  one  of  thofe  lA 
wbiGh  there  13  no  criterion  10  be  vcferrcd^o,  eicepf  tte 
feelings  in  His  Majefly^s  breaft,  etfciled  by  ibt  pedbnif 
behaviour  of  his  Minifters  towards  hhn. 

The  meafore,  from  which  $11  this  idifcaiSoninrtgitiAt^ 
ed,  having  been  abandoned  by  Mini<let«,  is  not  lilt 
eflential  ground  of  diffetenpe>  and  therefott  it  is  not  «t 
all  to  the  pitrpofe  to  enter  into  the  merin  6f  that  ncs* 
fure.  The  whole  queftion  relates  to  the  mmmt  ii| 
which  the  meafure  was  brottght-fiMrward.i'<«<-Aa  te  ibt 
idea  of  the  late  Minifters  having  had  an  intention  t» 
ctttnsmvent  the  King,  I  cannot  fee  the  lead  gnnmd  fbf 
fnch  an  accnfation :  but  it  is  not  equally  eafy  to  ac^it 
them  of  very  blameable  careleffnefs^  and  of  the  «raA| 
of  a  becoming  attention  to  His  Majefty«--^The  vetf 
^xiftence  of  mifapprefaenfion  on  fo  ini]^ortant  a  poni% 
wouki  entitle  us  to  prefuinc  carekrffneft )  and  the  Itkt^ 
pients  made  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  by  membefa 
of  the  late  Adminiftration^  folly  prove  At  faft.  t 
cannot  agree  with  fome  noble  Lords^  who  eonfider  Hia 
^lajefty's  determination  on  the  CathoKck  queftion  U 
immutable :  yet^  when  his  opinion  had  been  fe  bftfil 
and  fo  ftrongly  exprefled^  the  King  had  certainly  i^ 
right  to  exped  that  a  change  in  his  opinion  fliouki  not 
be  lightly  prefumed,  without  a  very  full  and  difiinft 
explanation.  It  appears,  however,  that  Mimfters  didi 
imagine  a  change  in  His  Majefty's  opinioni  upon  the 
moft  vague  inferences,  and  proceeded  to  aft  upon  thai 
fuppofition  with  a  levity^  that  would  fcarcely  have  been 
becoming  on  a  fubjeft  of  the  moft  triiing  eonfcquenec* 
This  oonduft  may  fairly  be  conftdered  aa  an  ift  <tf  per* 
fonal  inattention  to  the  King)  reqniriiig  an  ftpoh^; 

and 
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and  when  an  apology  might  hava  beea  expe&ed,  Hi$ 
Majefty  recetred  what,  without  any  difpofition  lo 
^'^Aggcnilion,  may  be  conftriied  into  a  defiance. 

When  the  late  Minifters  fubjoined  to  the  Minute  of 
council,  in  which  they  agreed  to  withdraw  the  CathoHck 
army  bill,  the  refervatiooa  which  have  been  the  oceafion 
of  fo  much  comment,  it  may  be  gmted  to  them,  that 
they  had  no  difrerpeftful  intention  :  yet^  if  they  did  not 
take  fiilficient  tare  to  explaiii  themfelves,  they  hav«  no 
tight  to  comf^Iain  that  their  eaprcfiions  were  mifuiukr* 
stood.  The  King  had  faid  nothing  which  appeared  to 
^11  for  tbeie  refervations.  The  aft,  to  which  they 
were  annexed,  did  not  imply  the  admiffion  of  any 
principle  to  the  contrary*  The  noble  and  learned 
I^rd,  lately  on  the  woolfack^  has  himfelf  ftated,  thai 
the  deference  of  Minifters  to  the  king  in  the  prefcnt 
eircumftances  did  not  imply  that  they  ituift  ihew  the 
ftme  deference  in  others  of  more  extreme  uigency*  If 
eircumflanocs  (hould  hereafter  have  arifen^  fuefa  as  to 
render  the  Catholick  conceffions  a  meafuie  of  indifpens* 
able  neceOity,  without  which  the  affairs  of  the  natbn 
eouM  not  be  carried-on,  it  would  have  become  the  duty 
of  Minifters  to  ftate  it  to  his  Majefty»  as  a  meafure 
without  which  they  could  no  longer  remain  in  ofiice ;  ^^  ^ 
and  it  IS  altogether  ridiculous  to  fuppofe  that  they  would 
have  been  precluded  from  this  conduA^  beoaufe  they 
bad  on  a  folrmer  oceafion  relinquiflied  afimilar  meafure, 
al  a  time  when  it  was  to  be  confidered  as  expedieot  and 
nfeful,  but  not  of  vital  importance  and  abfoiute  neceiiUy. 
The  Inferlidii  therefore  of  tbefe  unneoeiary  rel^vationa 
Inight  fairly  be  confidered  as  a  threat  to  renew  the 
fubjeft  under  circuiniiances  of  no  greater  neeefli ty  than 
tiia  prefent.  This  interpfetaftion  is  cottfimed  by  the 
fitpreiEoii^  ih«l  the  advice  alluded-to  was  to  t«  fubmit-^ 
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td  from  time  totime-^zn  exprefllon  which  cannot  eafiJy 
be  limited  to  thofe  cafes  of  impending  deflnaAion,  ta 
which  it  is  now  conllrued  as  applying. 

Wliatever  might    be  the   meaning  affixed  by  the 
Council  to  thefe  expreflions,  it  is  certainly  no  extrava-r 
gant  fuppofition  to  imagine  that  the  King  may  have 
confidered  them  as  a  difrefpedfiil' defiance,  and  aa  fucb 
a  foflicient  ground  for  the  immediate  difmiiTal  of  hia 
Minifters.    This,    however,  he  did  not  retblve  opon^ 
but  conveyed  to  them  an  expieffion  of  his  willingnefiiL 
to  overlook  the  condud,  of  which   he   had  a  right  ta 
conbrpiain,  provided  he  could  be  affured  that  he  ihoald 
not  meet  with  the  like  in  future.     Such  iappeara  to  bo 
the  obvious  fpirit  and  intention  of  that  note  from  the 
King,  which  is  defcribed  as  the  demand  of  a  pledge  from 
his  Minifiers.    Though  in  form  that  note  does  demand 
a  'pledge,  fuch  as  Minifters  could  not  conftitutionally 
accede  to,  yet  it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  this  was  a 
paper,  didated  on  the  fpur  of  the  moment,  and  in  which, 
we  are  not  to  look  tor  the  accuracy  of  a  fpecial  pleader. 
The  fpirit  of  it  is  eflentially  friendly  to  the  Minifters^ 
K.  B.     ^"^  implies  a  relu£lance,  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  to 
part  with  them,  totally  irreconcileable  with  the  Idea 
thrown-out  by  a  noble  and  learned  Lord,  that  it  muft 
have  heen  dictated  by  fecret  advifers,  and  founded  on  a 
previous  refblution  to  diflblve  the  Admi'niftration. 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  difmifTal  of  the  late  Mini- 
fters may  be  fairly  traced  to  the  eircumftances  of  their 
perfonal  condu<^  towards  his  Majefty ;  and  in  this  view 
of  the  matter,  no  one  will  confider  it  as  a  proper  fubje£l 
of  parliamentary  inveftigation,  whether  thefe  circum-' 
fiances  were,  or  were  not,  of  fufficient  weight  to  induce 
his  Majefty  to  that  determination.  The  noble  Lords  oa 
the  oppofite  fide^  however,  abftra&ing  altogether  froq» 
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thofe  emotions  and  feelings,  from  wbich.the  royal  braaft 
can  no  more  be  exempt  than  thofe  of  other  men,  over^ 
looking  all  the  circum fiances,  which  provoked  the 
ultimate  demand  of  a  pledge^  confidered  the  fubjed  a9 
a  dry  and  infulated  conftitutional  queftion^  It  would 
have  beea  unconltitutional,  they  fay,  for  Minillers.to 
have  given  the  pledge  required,  and  therefore  it  wad 
tmconfiitutional  to  demand  it:  and,  if  this  a&  was  not 
owing  to  a  fecret  advifer,  the  new  M inifters  who  accept 
offices,  vacated  in  confequencc  of  that  unconftitutional 
demand,  nuifl  be  held  as  aiTuming  the  refponiibiiily. 

The  principle,  that  a  new  miniftry  are  refponlible 
for  the  difmifTal  of  their  predeceflTors,  and,  retrofpeft- 
ively,  for  the  meafures  upon  which  it  proceeds,  i  hold 
to  be  found,  confiitutional^  dodrinc:  but  the  applica^ 
tton,  which  is  made  of  that  principle  to  the  prefent 
cafe,  appears  to  me  to  be  fallacious. 

That  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  and  that  he,  can 
never  a^  without  advice,  arc  principles  of  ConftitU" 
tional  Law^  which,  like  many  other  doctrines  of  the  Law 
t)f  England,  are  exprefTed  in  figurative  language ;' like 
all  thofe  principles  which  juridical  writers  exprefs 
under  the  formoffiSions. — ^Thefe  maxims,  ftrippedof 
their  metaphor  and  tranflated  into  plain  language,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  me^n-^^ill.  That  the  King  has  no  power 
by  the  Conftitution  to  do  any  publick  a€t  of  govern- 
ment, but  through  the  medium  of  fome  minifter,  who 
is  held  refponfible  for  the  act : — and,  sdlyj  That  the 
perfonal  aAions  of  the  King,  not  being  aAs  of  govern- 
ment,  are  not  under  the  cognizance  of  law. 

The  principle,  that  the  King  can  never  a£t  without 
advice,  applies  therefore  only  to  ads  of  government,    k.b, 
This  interpretation  is  quite  fufficient  for  the  purpofe 
which  that  maxim  is  intended  to  effed,  viz.  to  fecure 
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tlie  (ttopk  frotn  itie  abufes  of  bad  govemBMit,  through 
ihe  reftraint  whtcli  ibe  fear  of  refponfibility  may  put  on 
miniftera.    If  this  raBpoafibility  aUaches  on  every  b& 
of  government,  on  every  aA  of  the  Kbg  in  his  exet 
colive  or  I^idative  eapacity,  the  people  have  all  the  se^ 
€ttrity»  which  ih^t  maxim  can  impart :  and  it  would 
be  abfurd  to  extend  it  to  the  perfbnal  aAioos  of  lh& 
King  a*  an  individual,  to  the  occurrences  of  his  do« 
neftick  life,  or  to  the  cireuroftancea  erbieh  may  ari(e  tn 
the  courfe  of  confidential  communication  between  him 
and  his  Minifters,  previoufly  to  their  determining  tm 
any  OMfifure,  which  is  afterwards  to  make  its  appear- 
ance to  the  publick  as  an  ad  of  government. 

Upon  a  change  of  Miniftry,  the  new  Minifters  am 
undoubtedly  refponfible  for  the  difmiflal  of  thdr  prt^ 
deceflbrs  as  a  publick  aft  of  government  |  and,  whem 
the  difmiflal  is  conneded  with  any  other  publick  mea« 
fure,  on  that  likewife^  retrofpeftively,  they  become 
fefpoofibie  for  the  negative  of  their  predeceflors'  intern 
lions,  but  not  for  any  private  confultations,  between 
&^  King  and  his  former  Minifters,  which  did  not  ter^ 
minate  in  any  publick  meafure.    In  the  prefent  cafe, 
the  demand  of  a  pledge  from  the  late  Ministers  cannot 
be  confidered  in  any  other  light  than  as  an  occurrence 
of  private  oonfultaiion  in  the  cabinet(--*an  occurrence 
which  cannot  be  a  proper  fubjeft  of  parliametUary  im 
quiiy,  6nce  it  is  only  in  confequence  of  the  lying's  per* 
mifiian  that  the  knowledge  of  the  faft  could  ever  havf 
jcome  to  Pariiameot,    That  permiflion  was  granted  for 
the  fole  purpofe  of  enabling  some  of  his  late  MiQiften 
to  clear  their  charafters  of  afperfions  thrown  upon 
K.B.     them }  and  it  is  furely  a  moft  impvoper  tiefpafs  npen 
the  geHerofity  which  led  to  that  pemuflkm,  that  a  pio- 
Sffding,  fuch  aa  the  prefent,  fliould  be  founded  upon 
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ky  Ihc  noble  perfoa^  who  being  it  forward,  qannoi  be 
4d>«t^d  wuboot «  9<mliiiuM  inlnngem^nt  of  that  im-« 
portantconftitmional  iiiip;iin»  that  the  perfonal  adioiis 
of  the  Kipg  ate  x>pt  to  b^  n^ado  the  fubjeit  of  dift* 
CviBon. 

Vpoa  tb^  wbol^  tbf»  it  appeara  that  tha  arguvient 
lo  favour  of  the  pr^f^tu  iwHioQ  refis  entirely  upon  th« 
grofs  fallacy  of  confideriog  the  demand  of  a  pledge 
from  Miniftera  a3  an  tnfulaled  faft,  and  their  refufal  aa 
the  only  aflSgnable  motive  for  difmiffing  them.  Il 
appearf,  on  the  contrary^  lhat»  independently  altogether 
of  any  fuch  refufal,  the  difmiflal  would  have  been  jufti<- 
fiable^^p^hatt  before  the  demand  was  made,  circum* 
fiances  had  occurred  which  might  naturally  and  fairly 
have  led  to  that  difmiflaK  If  upon  receiving  that  Minute 
of  Council,  by  which  his  Miniftera  agreed  to  give-up 
tbeCethoUck  Bill,  the  King,  inftead  of  requiring  that  the 
ief(^vations  fliould  be  withdrawn,  had,  immediately  and 
without  further  ejcplaoation,  fent  for  the  feais  of  office^ 
could  any  one  venture  to  fay  that  the  aA  would  have 
been  uncooilitutional  ?  and  (baU  we  be  told  that  the 
a£i,  which  the  Kjmg  edight  coufiiiutionally  have  done 
before  the  demand  of  a  pled^,  became  unconftitu« 
tioaal  aftff  that  demand  waa  refufed^*Hhat  the  mere 
circumftance  of  the  Sing's  haviag  inadvertently  made 
a  demand,  which  his  Minifters  could  not  with  proprie* 
.ty  accede  to,  can  befufficient  to  annul  and  bar  the 
e^ercife  of  4)ne  of  tht  isoft  eflential  Prerogatives  of  the 
Crown  ? 

The  noble  l<ord  piDoeeded  to  ftate,  that  the  avowed 
Object  of  the  motion  waa  to  lead  to  the  re-inAatement 
of  the  late  Ministfyra,  However  much  he  might  regret 
that  a  change  (hould  have  taken  place,  it  could  by  no 

mean? 


464 

ineatiS  follow  thaVhe  ftioiild  concur  in  machination's  for 
forcing  back  upon  the  King  any  fct  of  men  ^ho  had 
k)ft  his  Majefty 'b  Confidence.  He  argued  that  no  prafti- 
«al  good  could  ever  arife  from  ftith  a  proceeding,  even 
if  it  fhouWfucceed— that  aminiftfy  forced  iipon  the  King 
without  his  cordial  approbation  never  could  be  feciire,— 
that  the  only  confequenc^^  would  be  to  multiply  changes; 
and  that  every  change  ntceffarily  invblved  much  incon- 
venience to  the  piiblick  fervice.  He  agreed  that  it  was 
of  peculiar  iniporiaiwfe  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
Europe,  that  we  (hould  hate  a  ftrrtng  and  ftable  Ad- 
miniftration.  Such,  undoubtedly^  the  late  Administra- 
tion was;  and  on  this  ground,  among  others,  he  regretted 
Ihe  change  :  but^  though  the  late  Adminidration  was* 
ftrong,  it  was  by  no  ineads  to  be  inferred  that,  if  fe-in* 
ftated^  it  would  be  equally  ftrong.  The  fttength  of 
an  Adminitt ration  depends  in  a  great  hieafure  on  the 
opinion,  which  the  Piiblick  entertains  of  its  perrtiantnce. 
Before*  these  unfortunate  tranfaAions  the  late  Admini- 
flration  was  univerfally  suppofed  to  be  immoveably 
ftable.  Such  an  opinion  can  never  be  renewed.  They 
formerly  pofleffed  the  Confidence  of  the  King  and  the 
Country  united:  now  they  would  poflcfs  neither;  for, 
whatever  fenfe  the  Publick  may  entertain  of  the  great 
and  fplendid  abilities  of  the  late  Minifters,  the  confid- 
ence formerly  repofed  in  thefe  talen  s  muft  be  greatly 
•  fliakcn  by  a  view  of  the  extreme  indifcretion  of  their 
proceedings. 

Lord  Selkirk  further  obferved,  that,  in  the  prefent 
circumftances,  he  could  not  approve,  or  concur  in,  a 
fyftematick  oppofition  to  an  Admitiiftrafion,  whofe  con- 
duft  is  as  yet  unknown.  He  thought  them  entitled  to? 
a  fair  trcal,  and  that  they  fhould  not  be  condemned  till 
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their  meafures  fliould  jirove  them  unworthy  of  Confid- 
ence.    It  is  true,  that  many  individuals  of  the  prcfent 
Adminftration  are  well  known,  as  publick  charad:ers : 
but,  as  a  Government,  they  are  a  new  combination  of 
men,  and  as  yet  untried.    He  could  not  deny  that  many 
members  of  the  prefent  cabinet  had  exprefled  opinions 
on  various  fubjefts,  which  he  did  not  concur  with ; 
and  that,  from  a  view  of  their  former  condu£l,  he 
could  not  avoid  feeling  confiderable  anxiety  and  doubt 
as  to  what  their  future  conduft  might  be ;  but  he  could 
not  carry  this  fo  far  as   to  fay  that  they  fliould  be  ex- 
cluded, as  utterly  unfit  to  be  trufted.    Notwiihftand- 
ing  the  opinions  which  fome  of  them  had  delivered 
againft  meafures  which  he  highly  approved,  he  trufted 
they  would  fee  the  wifdom  of  the  maxim,  which  their 
predeceflbrs  had  a^ed  upon  in  coming  into  office,  that^ 
taking  into  confideration  Xht  unavoidable  mlfchiefof 
repeated  changes,  they  ought  to  acquiesce  in  many 
things  which  they  found  eftabliflied,  notwithftandinj^ 
their  having  objeAed  to  them  when  firft  enadled.    He 
referred  particularly  to  the  meafures  adopted  laft  feflSon 
for  the  improvement  of  our  military  fyftem,  the  fpirit 
of  which  he  trufted  would  be  ftiil  adhered- to.    It  was 
alfo  alledged  that  the  new  Minifters  were  pledged  to  a 
fyftem  oppoftte  to  that  of  conciliation  in  Ireland.     He 
could  not,  however,  perceive  how  they  could  fairly  be 
confidered  as  under  any  fuch  pledge,  and  he  trufted 
they  would  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  evincing 
the  contrary,  by  giving  to  the  Catholicks,  not  merely 
affurances,  *  but  praftical   proof,  that,  however  they 
might  refift  further  conceflions,  they  were  determined 
to  execute, in  a  liberal  manner,  the  laws  already  chdded 
in  their  favour.    Such  a  <:ondufi:,  be  was  perfukde<i^ 
would  not  only  be  more  honourable^  but  of  more  ad« 
2h  vantaip 
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vantage  to  the  new  Minifters,  and  tend  more  to  pro- 
mote the  (lability  of  their  power,  than  if  ihej  ih.ould 
go-on  to  encourage  religious  animofity,  and  to  excite 
apprehenfion  in  the  publick  mind  for  the  fafety  of  the 
Ecdefiaftical  eftablifliment.  By  raifing  a  cry  of  No 
Popery,  they  might  gain  the  afliftance  of  a  wild  and 
fanatical  mob,  but  would  excite  the  difguft  and  repro- 
bation of  e\rery  honeft  and  feufible  man  in  the  King- 
dom. 

Lord  Selkirk  proceeded  to  Rate,  that  thofe  who,  in 
the  prefent  circumftances,  do  not  approve  of  the  avowed 
principlea,  or  former  condu&,  of  the  newly-appointed 
Miniften,  are  by  no  meant  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  joining  with  the  determined  partifans  of  the  late 
Minifiers  in  a  fyflematick  oppofitton : «— that  there  is  an 
intermediate  line  of  conduA  more  honourable,  more 
conftitutional,  better  in  every  refpeft,— -that  of  giving 
an  independent,  but  qualified,  fupport  to  Government, 
fo  long  only  as  their  meafures  are  reconcileable  with  the 
main  and  eflential  objeds  of  national  fafety.-— In  timea 
like  the  prefent,  a  fyftematick  oppofition  maintained  by 
fo  powerful  a  party,  muft  tend  to  embarrafs  the  opera* 
tions  of  Governmmt,  and  to  wafte,  in  the  ftruggle  for 
power,  that  ftrength  which  ought  to  be  direded  againft 
the  common  Enemy.  Such  proceedings  may  be  fit 
for  thofe,  whofe  Interefts  are  involved  in  the  re-efta- 
blilhment  of  any  particular  Individual  at  the  head  of  Ad* 
miniftration:  but  thofe  who  are  fenfible  of  the  immi* 
neat  danger  of  our  fituation,  and  whofe  primary  objeft 
is  that  national  fafety,  in  which  our  all  is  involved^ 
will  not  be  inclined  to  join  the  vioknt  partifans  of 
either  fide  of  the  Houfe.  If  «  few  perfons  of  adcnow* 
ledged  charaAor  wouU  unite  ia  an  independent  line 
of  condua^  ^Aey  mud  gun  the  coafidence  of  the  peo* 
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pie;  though  their  numbers  might  at  firft  be  fmall, 
every  thing  they  might  fay  would  carry  weight,  and 
even  a  fmall  phalanx  of  fuch  mm  might  be  Mt  to 
reprefs  ebullitions  of  a  fa^ipus  fpirit,  whether  it 
ibould  appear  on  the  one  fide  of  the  Hvufi}  gr  09  \k^ 
other. 
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A  SHORT  VIEW  OF  THE  GROUNDS  AND  PRINCIPLES 
OF  THE  GLORIOUS  REVOLUTION  IN  ENGLAND  IN 
THE  YEAR  1688. 


The  following  trafil  was  publiftied  in  the  year  1807,  as 
a  Preface  to  a  third  edition  of  the  celebrated  Debates^in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  month  of  Odober  in  the 
year  1680,  on  the  Bill  for  excluding  James  Duke  of 
York,  the  brother  of  the  then  reigning  king,  Charles 
the  2d,  from  the  fucceflion  to  the  Crown,  upon  the 
ground  of  his  being  a  Paptft^  and  likely,  from  the 
intolerant  principles  of  the  Popifli  religion,  and  his 
known  zeal  for  its  propagation,  to  make  ufe  of  his 
power,  when  king,  to  re-eftabli(h  that  religion  in  Eng- 
land. And  the  preface  fets-forth  the  conformity  of  his 
conduct  four  years  after,  when  he  had  fucceeded  peace- 
ably to  the  crown,  (and  was^flelTed  of  the  full  power^ 
and  more  than  the  full  power,  juftly  belonging  to  it), 
to  the  apprehenfions  entertained  of  his  defigns  by  the 
eminent  Proteftant  patriots.  Sir  Henry  Capel,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones,  and  others,whotobk  the  lead  in  thofe  debates  j 
that  power  having  b%en  employed  by  him  throughout 
his  whole  reign  in  the  boldeft  and  fierceft  attempts  to 
introduce  the  Popifh  religion  into  England,  and  to  de- 
ftroy  all  the  civil  liberties  of  the  nation.  At  laft,  by  his 
violent  meafures  he  forced  even  the  mod  zealous  fup- 
portcrs  of  Monarchy  in  the  kingdom,  (who  had,  ever 
fiace  the  reftoration  in  1660,  been  preaching-up  the 
doftrines  of  paffive  obedience  and  non-refiftance),  to 
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fufpend^  for  a  time  at  leafi,  their  high  principles  of 
loyalty,  and  to  wifli  to  fee  fome  ftop  put  to  the  career  of 
his  tyranny.  This  gene?ral  fentiment  brought-on  an 
invitation  from  fome  few  courageous  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  to  the  Prince  <Jf  Orange,  to  come-over  to 
England  to  their  affiftance  with  a  fmall  army ;— not  to 
conquer  England,  but  to  deliver  it  from  arbitrary  power^ 
by  obliging  king  James  to  call  a  firee  parliament  to 
revive  and  confirm  the  extinguifhed  laws  and  liberties 
of  the  nation,  and  the  tottering  Eftablifliment  of  the 
Proteftant  religion.  And  the  Prince  of  Orange  com- 
plied with  this  invitation,  and  was  received  by  the 
greateft  part  of  the  nation  with  great  joy  and  gratitude, 
and  confidered  as  their  Saviour  and  Deliverer.  And, 
after  fome  time,  a  meeting  of  the  two  houfes  of  Parlia* 
ment  was  obtained ;  but  in  an  irregular  manner  and 
without  the  concurrence  of  king  James :  he  being 
unwilling  to  authorize  their  meeting,  and  to  confent  to 
thofe  a&s  of  parliament  which  he  knew  they  would 
foon  propofe  to  him  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Proteft- 
ant religion  and  the  civil  rights  aud  liberties  of  the 
people.  But  no  thoughts  were  entertained  by  either 
Houfe  of  Parliament  of  proceeding  againft  him  as  a 
criminal,  for  his  mifgovemment,  nor  even  of  depofing 
him,  but  only  of  requiring  him  to  confenf  to  fuch 
new  regulations  as  (hould  be  thought  neccfTary  to  pre* 
vent  him  from  renewing  his  late  attempts  todeftroy  the 
Religion  and  Liberties  of  the  Country*  But  this  he- 
would  not  fubmit  to,  and  rather  than  do  fo,  chofe  to 
retire  into  France  and  put  himfelf  under  the  prbtedion 
of  king  Lewis  the  14th,  the  notorious  Perfecutor  of  his 
own  Proteftant  fubje£ls,  andunjuft  Invader  of  Holland 
and  the  other  flates  in  the  neighbourhood  of  France, 
j»nd  general  Difturber  of  the  peace  of  Europe.  This 
9  H  3  refolution 
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rcfolution  of  «blmdoiiing  England  und  retirifig  into 
France  king  James  attempted  twice  to  exacnte,  and  the 
fecond  time  with  fuccefs.  And  then  the  two  hoafca 
of  Parliament  confidering  this  abandonmcm  of  hia 
country  at  this  critical  time  as  a  decifive  proof  that  be 
was  determined  not  to  confent  to  rehmie  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom  opon  the  temw  of  bis  coronation- 
oath,  or  To  as  to  be  bound  to  govern  it  according  la  ib^ 
Laws  and  ^iatutes  qf  tb$  iingdomt  (upon  which 
terms  alone  he  had  any  right  to  govern  it),  did,  after 
much  deliberation  and  great  debates  on  the  fubjed, 
declare  that  he  had  thereby  abdicated,  or  relinqui/hed, 
tie  government,  and  that  the  throne  was  confequeiitly 
9acani.  And  then,  after  further  debates,  they  proceed- 
ed to  fill  that  vacant  place  by  ele&log  their  great  Af- 
fiftant  and  Prote&or  in  this  arduous  bufiaefs,  William, 
Prince  of  Orange,  (who  was  the  nephew  of  king  Jamea, 
and  grandfon  to  king  Charles  the  ifi^  and  likewife 
husband  to  the  Princefs  Mary,  king  James's  eldeft 
daughter),  and  the  Princefs  Mary  his  wife,  to  be 
jointly  King  and  Queen  of  Eidgjaad,  in  his  ftead.  And 
from  the  long  debates  on  thefe  two  reibluticsis,  and  the 
fmall  majorities  of  odly  two  or  three  votes  by  whieh 
thty  were  carried,  it  feems  next  td  ^ertaiti  tkat^  if  ki^g 
lames  had  cholen  to  continue  in  England  tmd  to  tonfieM 
to  ftieh  new  ri^lations  as  the  parliameat  would  have 
thoi^ht  fufficient  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Pfoteftaitt  reli* 
gibn  and  4ie  civil  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fialiofi 
againft  any  future  attempts  of  the  Crown  to  ov^rn«ni 
lbem%  he  would  have  been  permitted  to  t^oatimie  oa 
th^  Throne^  It  was  therefore  king  James'a  ObAinaty 
alon^  and  not  the  Ambition  of  the  Prince  of  Orange^ 
(as  hi9  enemies  have  often  fvpetended^^  that  brought- 
about  the  ehange  of  theSovere'vgt^  <^£j]glaod  on  thaa 
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occafioiTy  and  gare  us  the  wife  and  valiant  Wjlltam^ 
Prince  of  Orange,  (who  had  already  diflinguilhed  him« 
felf  at  the  Deliverer  of  hia  own  country,  Holland^fromthe 
iinjuft  invafion  of  Lewis  the  14th  in  the  year  167^9 
and  who  bad  now  delivered  England  from  the  dangers 
of  Popery  and  Slavery  in  which  king  James  had  involve 
ed  her),  for  our  King,  inftead  of  the  bigoUed  and 
arbitrary  James,  who  had  nearly  eompleated  the  ruin 
of  our  Religion  and  Liberty. 
This  Pre&ceis  as  follows. 


THE  PREFACE  TO  THE  THIRD  EDITION  OF  THE 
'*  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF€X>MMONS  IN  OCTO* 
BER,  1080,  ON  THE  BILL  FOR  EXCLUDING  JAMES» 
DUKE  OF  YORK»  THE  BROTHER  OF  KING  CHARLES 
THE  SECOND,  FROM  THE  SUCCESSION  TO  THE 
CROWN  OP  ENGLAND, "  PUBLISHED  AT  LONDON 
IN  JULY,  1807. 

Th£  Debates  of  the  £ngli(h  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
which  are  here  re-printed|  took  place  in  the  Parlia- 
ment whicb  met  on  the  25th  of  Oftober,  i68oj  and 
was  Diflblved  by  the  King^s  Proclamation,  on  the  iSth 
of  the  following  month  of  January^  in  the  year  i68o-i. 
Tb^  relate  principally  to  the  Bill  propofed  in  that 
Parliament  for  excluding  James^  Duke  of  Yorl^  the 
only  brother  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  from  his 
right  of  fucceeding  to  the  Crown  of  England,  in  the 
event  (which  was  then  very  probable,)  of  the  King's 
dying  without  lawful  Iflue*  And  the  ground  of  this 
d  H  4  important 
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fmportant  tnofion,  was,  ^*  that  the  faid  Duke,  by  abait-* 
^^  dbniiig  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  embracing  that 
**  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  had  rendered  himfelf  unfit 
"  to  dtfcharge  the  great  Duties  of  the  Office  of  a  King 
'*  of  Eiigland,  in  maintaining  the  Proteftant  Reltgiort, 
*'  (which  had  been  eftabliflied  in  the  Kingdom  in  the 
•^  Retgn  of  Queen* Elizabeth,)  and  in  defending  the 
^^  temporal  Liberties  and  Privileges  of  the  Subjefts  of 
*'  the  Crown  againft  the  Encroachments  and  Ufurpa- 
*^  lions  of  the  Papal  Authority.**  This  Bill  was 
fupported  with  great  zeal  and  ability  by  feveral  of  the 
moft  eminent  Patriots  and  Lawyers  of  that  time,  and 
particularly  by  that  virtuous  and  much-refpefted  Noble- 
man, William  Lord  Ruflell,  (the  eldeft  fon  of  the  then 
Earl  of  Bedford,)  and  Sir  Henry  Capel,  and  Colonel 
Silas  Titus,  Sir  Francis  Winnington,  and  Sir  William 
Jones ;  who  confidered  it  as  the  only  effe^al  remedy 
that  could  be  provided  for  the  Proteftion  of  the  Pro- 
teflant  Eftabli^hmcnt)  again^  the  attempts  which,  they 
^xpeSed,  would  be  made  to  deftroy  it  by  the  Duke  of 
York,  if  ever  he  fucceedied  to  the  Crown  5  his  zeal  for 
diftinguifhing  himfelf  in  the  propagaiioti  of  the  new 
Religion  which  he  had  embraced,  and  his  Ambition  to 
be  celebrated  in  the  Annals  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  as 
one  of  her  grcateft  Champions,  and  the  Deftroyer  oftlu 
^fesiilent  Noithern  Heresy ^  (as  the  Romifh  Priefts 
denominated  the  Reformation)  whlcb  hady  for  more 
than  a  Century  past,  overspread  the  Briti/b  Dotkinions, 
having  been,  on  various  occafions,  fufficiently  made 
known  to  them.  And  they  obferved,  that,  if  he  were 
once  admitted  to  the  Throne,  and  acknowledged  to  be 
the  lawful  King  of  England,  and  confequently  to  be  the 
Head  of  the  Army,  and  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  Militia 
of  Ertglatid,  and  Mafter  of  the  Revenue  of  theCrowtr, 

it 


473 

it  would  be  extreamly  dangerous  and  difficult  to  refift 
any  attempts  that  he  fhould  make  for  carrying  his 
deligns  againft  the  Proteftant  Religion  into  execution  ; 
and  therefore  they  concluded,  that  it  was  abfolutely 
neceflary^  before  that  event  took  place,  dnd  while  it  was 
yet  in  their  power,  (if  the  King  would  gracroufly  concur 
with  them  In  the  Meafure,)  to  exclude  him  from  the 
Succeffion  to  the  Crown.  The  King,  unfortunately, 
would  not  concur  in  this  falutary  and  neceflary  Mea** 
fure :  and  the  Duke  of  York  fucceeded  to  the  Crown, 
in  February,  1684-5,  four  years  after  thefe  Debates. 
And  then  the  apprehenfions,  which  thefe  wife  Patriots 
had  entertained  of  the  proje£ls  which  the  Duke  was 
fuppofed  to  have  formed  againft  the  Religion  and 
Liberties  of  his  Country,  were  fully  juftified  by  his 
furious  endeavours  to  over- turn  the  whole  Conftitution 
of  the  government  both  in  Church  and  State.  And^ 
if  the  Valour  and  Wifdom  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
(who  was  nearly  related  to  the  Crown,  being  both  a 
Nephew  of  King  Jalnes,  and  the  Hufband  of  his  eldcft 
Daughter,)  had  not  been  exerted  in  defence  of  the  Reli- 
gion and  Liberty  of  England,  by  his  landing  there  with 
a  fmall  Army,  of  about  13,000  Men,  not  to  conquer 
England,  or  to  place  himfelf  on  the  Throne  inftead  of 
his  Father-in-law,  (as  fome  of  his  Enemies  falfely  and 
malicioufly  pretended,)  but  merely  to  enable  the  Peo# 
plS^of  England  to  chufe  Reprefehtatives  and  fend  them 
to  meet  together  in  a  Convention,  or  Parliament,  and 
there  redrefs,  in  the  manner  they  themfelves  ihould 
think  proper,  without  any  conftraint  from  bim,  the 
enormous  grievances  they  laboured-under,  from  the 
King's  arbitrary  Government  |*"T  fay,  if  it  bad  not  been 
for  this  timely  interference  c^  the  Prince  of  Orange,  it 
feema  by  no  means  improbable,  that  the  King  might 

have 
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have  fuccecd«d  in  bis  endeavours  to  re-e(Ubli(b  the 
Popifb  Religion  in  England^  and  to  change  the  limit* 
ed  and  Parliamentary  Monarchy  of  England  into  ao 
abfolute  Monarchy^  upon  the  Model  of  that  of  France 
at  that  tame>  under  Lewis  the  14th,  of  which  he  was  a 
great  admirer.  The  Nation,  however,  efcaped  ftom 
this  alarming  Situation,  by  this  noble  effort  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  and  by  the  Prudence  and  Modera- 
tion of  the  Convention,  or  Parliament,  which  he 
aflembled.  And  their  Deliberations  on  this  Occafion, 
for  re-fettling  the  Government,  were  fortunately  much 
facilitated  by  King  James's  voluntary  departure  from 
England,  after  he  had  begun  to  treat  with  the  Prince 
of  Orange ;  which  could  not,  with  any  fliew  of  Beafon, 
be  afcribed  to  any  apprehenfion  of  Danger  to  his  Per- 
fon,  (which  neither  the  Prince  of  Oradge,  nor  the 
Parliament,  had^the  leaft  thoi^hts  of  molefting,)  but 
feems  manifelUy  to  have  arifen  from  a  fettled  Refolii- 
tion  not  to  confent  to  fuch  new  Regulations,  as  would 
probably  have  been  ptopofed  to  him,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  his  renewing  his  late  Attempts  againft  the 
Laws  and  Religion  of  his  Country.  To  a  Refioration 
to  his  Throne  upon  fuch  Conditions,  he  feems  to  have 
been  determined  not  to  fubmit;  and  therefore  be 
retreated  into  France,  under  the  Protedion  of  that 
Arbitrary  and  Perfecuting  Monarch,  Lewis  the  \4lb, 
by  whofe  afiiftance  he  hoped  to  recover  the  Fdfleffion 
of  his  former  Arbitrary  Power,  by  the  help  of  a  French 
Army;  aiid  he,  accordingly,  after wards^  made  an 
attempt  of  that  kind  in  Ireland,  by  means  of  fuch  an 
Army,  His  departure,  however,  firom  England,  at  this 
juaAure,  was  a  fortunate  Circumftaaoe  for  the  Conven- 
tion, or  Parliament,  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  had 
aflembled ;  as  it  gave  them  a  fair  Opportunity  of  con- 
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fidering  the  Throne  at  Itmg  voffoni  by  the  Voluntaiy 
AbaDdonment  of  it  by  the  King,  which  wai  a  proof 
that  be  wa8  not  willing  to  Eaercife  the  Office  of  King 
upon  the  Terms  of  his  Coronation*Oath^  and  according 
to  the  Laws  and  Efiablifhed  Conftitution  of  the  King- 
dom. Therefore,  without  having  recourte  to  the 
delioate  and  controverted  DoArine  of  the  Right  of  at) 
Opprefled  People,  to  dethrone,  or  depofe,  their  Kings, 
Or  other  Govemoors,  for  Mif-government  i  they,  con- 
fidering  the  Throne  as  Vacant,  proceeded  to  repair  that 
ImperfeAion,  or  Defe^  in  the  Governing  Powers  of 
the  St«te,  by  Eleding  the  Prince  and  Prinoefa  of 
Orange  to  be  King  and  Queen  of  England,  in  lieu  of 
the  King  who  bad  defated  them ;  and  then  proceeded 
without  delay,  to  re*fettle  the  whole  Government  of 
the  Kin^om  upon  its  old  Foundations,  with  a  very 
lew  Gorreftions  or  AlteratioDS,  which  their  Experience 
had  ibewn  them  to  be  Neceflary. 

This  deliverance  of  the  Eugliih  nation^  fipom  the 
tyranny  of  King  James  the  Second,  and  new  Settle- 
ment of  the  Government,  under  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  ia  generally  called  the  Rivobtiion.  But 
it  mightj  perhttps,  with  more  propriety,  have  been 
called  ib^  PreservaiioM,  or  Rg-^iaUisbmeni  of  the 
Gov ernm^t  of  England,  as  it  had  fubfifted  in  the 
Beign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  particularly  ia 
the  year  l68o,  when  thefe  Debates  took  place,  and 
b^re  that  King  had  di(itnifled  his  laft  Parliament  at 
Oxford^  on  the  26th  of  Man^  1681 }  for,  aaer  that 
etent)  be  governed,  during  the  remaining  four  years  of 
liis  ReigBi  with  a  fort  of  Ligml  Tymnmy^  or  abufe  of 
Mm  JLegal  Powers  with  which  the  ConftitutioM  had 
inveAod  him ;  caqploying  fais  Goart  of  Kiiig's-BeDcfa» 
(as  his  father  had  employed  the  Court  of  StaiwCham- 
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ber^)  to  perfecute  his  Subjefls  under  the  forms  of 
Law  I  by  taking-away  the  Charter  of  the  City  of 
London;  and  procuring  the  Surrenders  of  the  Char- 
ters of  feveral  other  Corporations  that  feni  Members 
to  Parliament^  and  thereby  making  the  Elefiiions  of 
Members  of  Parliament  lefs  free  and  popular  than 
before;  and  by  over-fevere  Punifhments,  enormous 
Fines,  and  Verdi6ls  for  exceffive  damages,  given  ia 
civil  a£lions  by  corrupt  Juries,  packed  by  the  Sheriflb 
for  the  purpofe.  But  in  the  year  1680,  before  thefe 
odious  proceedings  took  place,  the  Laws  and  Conftitu- 
tion  of  the  Government  of  England  were  very  Kttle  dif- 
ferent from  what  they  were  afterwards  in  the  years 
1689  and  1690,  or  the  firft  and  fecond  years  of  King 
William's  reign.  So  wifely  and  moderately  did  King 
William  and  his  firft  Parliament  proceed  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  Nation,  without  introducing  any  new,  or 
theoretical,  improvements  of  the  Government,  or  any 
changes  in  the  powers  of  the  feveral  Judicatories  and 
Orders  in  the  State.  The  principal  Law  which  the 
Parliament  paifed  on  this  occaiion,  and  to  which  they 
required  the  aflent  of  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange 
before  they -elcftcd  them  to  be  King  and  Queen  of 
England,  (in  lieu  of  the  King,  who  had  quitted  the 
Government,  and  retired  to  France,)  is  called  the  Bill, 
or  Declaration  of  Rights;  and  contains  only  a  recital 
of  feveral  of  the  illes:a1  Afts  done  by  King  James,  and 
the  illegal  Powers  aflumed  by  him,  accompanied  with 
a  declaration  of  their  illegality,  together  with  a  fettle^ 
ment  of  the  Crown,  after  the  Deceafe  of  the  Prince 
and  Princefs  of  Orange,  on  the  Heirs  of  the  Body  of 
the  faid  Princefs ;  and,  in  default  of  fuch  heirs,  on  the 
Princefs  Anne,  of  Denmark,  (the  fecond  daughter  of 
King  James,)  and  the  Heirs  of  her  Body ;  and^  in  default 
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of  fuch  Heirs,  on  the  Heirs  of  the  Body  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  or  King  William,  by  any  future  wife ;  and, . 
laftly,  a  provifion  that  none  of  the  perfons  fo  appointed 
tofucceed  totheCrown,  norany  other  perfon  whatfoever, 
Should  be  capable  of  fuch  Succeffion,  if  they  either 
were  themfelves  Papifts,  or  were  married  to  a  Papift, 
^*  'it  having  been  found  by  Eooperiencey  that  it  is  incon^ 
"  sistent  with  the  Safety  and  Welfare  of  this  Protect-- 
**  ant  Kingdom^  to  be  governed  by  a  Popish  JPrince,  or 
"  by  any  King  or  ^een,  marrying  a  Papist.''  And, 
in  genera],  the  Maxims  and  Opinions  fan£bioned  and 
confirmed  by  this  Parliament  on  this  great  and  folemn 
Occafion,  were  the  fame  that  had  been  profeffed  and 
laid-down  by  the  Leading  Members  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  the  year  1680,  who  contended  for  the 
Exclufion  of  the  Duke  of  York  from  the  Succeffion  to 
the  Crown,  and  which  are  set-forth  in  the  Debates 
that  are  here  reprinted. 

Thefe  Debates  were  firft  publiflied'in  the  year  168 1, 
in  a  fmall  duodecimo  volume ;  and  they  were  after- 
wards publiflied  a  fecond  time  in  octavo,  with  the 
addition  of  the  Debates  of  the  following  fhort  Parliament 
bolden  at  Oxford,  in  the  following  montfaf  of  March, 
1680-81,  which  related  chiefly  to  the  famC'fubjeA  of 
excluding  the  Duke  of  York  from  the  fucceffion  to  the 
Crown. 

This  fecond  edition  of  thefe  Debates  was  publiibed 
in  the  year  1716,  dr  the  fecond  year  of  King  George 
the  Firft,  while  there  was  a  Rebellion  in  the  North  of 
England,  againft  that  wife  and  worthy  Monarch,  in 
favour  of  the  Popiih  Pretender  to  his  Crown,  the 
fuppofed  Son  of  King  James  the  Second.  It  does  not 
appear  who  was  the  Pub1i(her  of  this  Second  Edition 
of  thefe  Debates.     Put  it  is  plain  that  he  was  an  ap* 
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proTer  of  the  Principlcfl  and  Opioi^ni  mamttintd  in 
ibefe  Debates,  and  a  cealous  Ddender  of  the  Ent^l  of 
the  Crown,  which  had  been  made  by  a  feeood  Act  oi 
Settlement  near  the  end  of  King  William's  reigo>  oa 
the  Ptoteftant  family  of  the  Dukes  of  Hanover,  aad 
that  he  publiihcd  thefe  Debates  a  fecond  time  hi  tb#t 
erttieal  feafon,  with  a  view  to  fupport  the  right  of  Kk^ 
George  to  the  Crown,  (which  was  derived  from  that 
fceond  Acl  of  Settlement,)  againft  the  claim  of  the 
Pretender,  by  again  prefenting  to  the  view  of  the  Pub- 
lick,  the  excellent  arguments  that  had  been  ufad  ia 
favour  of  a  fimilar  Ptovifion  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Protefiant  Religion,  and  the  Rights  and  liberties  of  the 
Subjed,  in  that  celebrated  and  courageous  Parliament 
of  1680.  And  thefe  (entiments  he  has  expreflbd  v^ 
fully  in  a  fpirited  and  inftmftive  IntroduAbn* 

And  now,  in  the  year  1807^  when  a  great  number 
of  perfons  of  high  rank  and  large  fortunes,  and  even 
of  diftingttiflied  abilities,  and  wbo  particularly  afltime 
to  therafdves  thf  name  of  fFUgs*  have  fo  f^r  departed 
from  the  fentiments  of  Lord  RmJW,  and  Sir  Hnuy 
Captl^  and  Sir  JVilliam  Jones^  and  the  other  Whigs  of 
the  year  l68o,  as  to  lodc*upon  Popery  as  e  very  ioof* 
fcnfire  fort  of  Religion,  from  which  no  danger  ou|^t 
to  be  apprehended  by  ProteOants^  and  to  think  that 
Members  of  the  Church  of  Rome  ought  therefore,  not 
only  to  be  freely  tolerated  in  the  exercife  of  their  Rali- 
gioo,  however  idolatrous,  (which  toleration  very  fev 
Proteftants,  at  this  day,  are  itKrlined  to  r^fe  them), 
butalfo  to  be  admitted,  equally  ivith  Proteftants  toali 
forts  of  Offices  of  Power  in  the  State,  both  Civil  uA 
Military,  fo  that  the  Judges  of  the  King's  Courts  of 
Law  in  Weftminfter-ball,  and  the  Lords  Cbanceltor^  of 
of  England  and  Irelajid  mi^t  be  Papifts^  and  even 
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that  an  Anny  of  Iri(h  Papifls^  commanded  by  a  Popifli 
General^  (which  was  the  Inftrument  with  which  King 
James  the  Second  endeavoured  to  over-turn  the  whole 
Conftitution  of  England  both  in  Church  and  State^) 
should  be  no  longer  contrary  to  law;'^it  feems  highly 
expedient  that  thefe  excellent  Debates  Ihould  be  again 
brought-forward  to  the  View  of  the  Publick ;  to  the 
end  that  the  Members  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament 
may  well  confider  them,  before  they  give  their  aflent 
to  a  meafure  that  is  fo  contrary  to  the  Principles  on 
which  the  Revolution  in  the  Year  1688,  and  the  De* 
claration  of  Rights  then  folemnly  proclaimed 'by  Par- 
liament, and  the  A€t  of  Settlement  then  made  in 
fiivour  of  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange,  and  the 
fecood  ASt  of  Settlement  of  the  Crown  (made  about 
ten  years  after,)  on  the  Princefs  Sophia,  Dutchefs 
dowager  of  Hanover,  and  the  Heirs  of  her  Body,  (by 
virtue  of  which  A€t  oor  prefent  Sovereign  fits  upon 
the  Tbmne)  were^  all,  founded, — and  before  they,  in 
oonCequence  of  focb  aflent,  Ibllicit  bis  Majefty,  (not* 
withftaoding  liis  known  dtfindination  to  the  Meafure,) 
to  give  kis  Royal  Aflent  to  an  Ad,  that  feems,  at  kaft, 
to  have  a  fiiong  tendeaey  to  undermine  and  weaken 
his  Majefty's  Title  to  the  Crown.  And  it  is  to  anfwef 
tfiis  ufcfid  purpofe,  that  thefe  Debates  are  here  again 
ra*prtntcd  from  the  faid  Second  Edition  of  them,  in 
the  year  1716,  together  with  the  IntroduAioft  of  the 
Pabiiflwr  of  that  £ditioii« 
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THE  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION  0> 
THE  SAID  DEBATES  IN  THE  YEAR  1710. 


So  wide  has  the  Deviation  of  the  prefent  Age  been 
from  the  glorious  Paths  of  their  Anceftors; — fo  violent 
a  Propenfion  has  appeared  in  too  many,  who  have 
made  an  open  ProfcfHon  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  to* 
wards  reviving  the  abje£t  and  exploded  Doftrine  of 
implicit  Obedience,  and  falliiig-back  into  the  rankeft 
Superftition  and  Idolatry;  that  Popery  has  broke-in 
like  a  Torrent,  and  all  that  we  have  been  able  to  do^ 
for  fome  Years  pad,  has  been  juft  to  carry-on  a  defen- 
five  War  againft  it,  whilft  the  Balance  at  prefent  is 
but  barely  inclining  to  the  Proteftant  Side.  Snch  has 
been  the  powerful  Magick  of  the/2oman£miflaries^  fo 
ftrong  has  the  Operation  of  their  Poyfon  been  upon  the 
Senfes  of  this  poor,  deluded.  Nation,  that  we  have  been 
driving-on  an  open  Commerce  with  Rotne,  bartering 
our  Eafe  and  Plenty  for  Want  and  Barrennefs,  and  the 
very  Dregs  of  human  Oppreffion ;  our  Birth-rights^  for 
the  imperious  Di£tates  of  lawlefs  Tyrants;  and  the 
mildeft  Laws  in  the  Univerfe,for  the  moil  infupportable 
Slavery,  (which  is  Spiriiualy)  without  giving  ourfdves 
Time  to  caft-up  the  Account,  and  examine  what  LoSes 
we  were  likely  to  fuftain  by  fo  unequal  an  Exchange. 

That  Rome,  and  her  officious  Agents,  have  been  in- 
ceffantly  at  Work  for  our  Deftrudion,  is  no  Wonder, 
when  we  confider  ourfelves  as  the  nation  that  enjoys 
the  boafted  Remains  of  Liberty^  and  pure  Belij^on, 

throughout 


481 

throughout  Europe,  arid  as  forming  the  main  BuWaik 
mgainft  arbitrary  Encroachments.  But  that  wc,  who 
praf'efs  an  abhorrence  of  thofe  Principles^  ihould  give 
an  hdping  Hand  to  our  Ruin,  &nd  be  in  the  Plot  againft 
our  own  Faith,  our  Property,  and  Lives,  feems  as 
difficult  to  reconcile  as  the  Doctrine  oi^ranfuAftantid^ 
lion.  Yet,  to  our  eternal  Diflionour,  fuch  there ^aie  at 
prefent  amongft  us,  who  have  advanced  haIf>Way  to 
meet  them  $  nay,  to  (how  their  Sincerity,  and  cut-off 
all  manner  uf  Ceremony,  have  gone-over  to  them. 

This  Delufion,  which  has  been  fo  univerfally  Tpjread 
through  all  Rank^  and  Complexions,  calls  loudly  at  thia 
7unfture  for  the  Publication  of  the  following  Sheets. 
It  had  been  a  Crime  fcarceexpiable,  not  to  have  Fefcued 
ihem  from  Oblivion,  and  give  them  a  frefli  Rjeadingj 
efpecially  at  a  Time,  when  a  Set  of  profligate  Wretches, 
who  have  the  Impudence  to  call  lhemfelves^Pro/^/ian/5, 
are  in  ftrift  Combination  with  the  fworn  £nemtesof 
our  Religion,  to  place  a  Popt/b  Impo/lor  on  the  Throne 
6f  King  GEORGE,  to  make  this  Free-born  Nation  a 
Land  of 'Bondage,  and  our  Fertile  Plabs  a  Scene  of 
Blood  and  Confuiion. 

Apprehenfions  of  the  like  Danger  from  a'Po/^/SucA 
ccflbr,  infpired  our  great  Forefathers  wih  lively  flentik 
fiientsof  the  Kingdom's  Danger,  and  with  Refohitiond 
becoming  that  great  Truft  repbfed  in  them  by  their 
Principals.  They  faw  a  Popi^  Plot  carried^-onagainft 
jbVLT  Liberties  and  Religion,  under  the  Adminiftration 
of  a  Pnot^ftant  Prinee ;  though  not' jinfiified:  by  open 
Arms,  or  profecuted  in  that*  audacious  Maoner  it  is.  at 
prefent.  They  fbuiifd  there  were  tootnany  of  the  famo 
Stamp  with  the  Rebels  of  this  Day,  affitSlidhf  Prot^ 
anisy  vtrho  firove  iuduftrioiifly  to  smother  it,  and  under* 
haiKd  abutted 'the  Treafon.    The  Day  atthat  mdan^ 
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tholy  SeafoDy  was  favourable  to  Roman  Monsiers*,  tbey 
had  their  Partisans  in  the  Senate'- Houss;  the  Cabhui, 
and  the  Pulpit i  and  too  many  upon  a  certain  Bcncb^ 
-who  ought  to  have  been  the  mod  vigorous  Aflertors  of 
the  Reformation,  lay  as  a  dead  Weight  upon  the  Houfe. 
.The  Oppofitiou  thofe  worthy  Patriots  met-with,  no 
Ways  impaired  their  Spirit  ^  they  broke  through  all 
Difcpuf  agement^  and  went  to  the  Root  of  the  Griev- 
ance» 

The  fole  Expedient  for  preventing  all  future  Calami^ 
ties,  was  the  Exclufion  of  the  Duke  of  York  ;  a  Bill 
which  had  a  predi&ive  Spirit  in  it }  a  Bill  not  Spirite<L- 
up  by  Revenge,  or  Partiality  to  a  certain  Family,  as  was 
odioufly  infinuated,  to  divide  the  wicked  caufe  from  the 
Perfon ;  but  from  the  fatal  and  necefTary  Confequencei 
which  muft  attend  a  Popi/b  Adminiftration  i  a  Bill 
which,  if  it  bad  pafTed,  would  have  faved  this  infatuat- 
ed Kingdom  .an  Hundred  and  Thirty  MillioHS,  aad 
exlingui(hedeven  our  remoteft  Fears  of  Popery. 

But  the  Genius  of  France,  and  her  devoted  Penfioners 
got  .the  better  of  Britain's  faithful  Sons-— From  the 
Difficulties  our  wife  Anceftors  faw  there  was  in  carry- 
ing a  Point  of  that  Importance  under  a  Proteftant 
Prince^  it  was  natural  to  conclude,  bow  great  the 
Struggle  muft  be,  even  to  make  a  Stand,  under  a  Popi/b 
one.  Their  Penetration  went  deeper ;  they  knew^  that 
Will  and  Pleafure  was  to  fucceed  in  the  room  of  Laws 
and  inviolable  Statutes  ;  and  that  Freedom,  Property, 
and  Religion!  muft  bend  to  the  Roman  Yoke,  if  once 
a  Papifi  came  to  be  the  Director.  Thofe  who  oppofed 
the  Bill,  could  not  deny  the  fawcy  Advances  of 
Popery  f  and  feemed  hearty  in  coming  into  any  Expedi* 
cnt,  but  that  of  the  Exclufion.  But  their  Schemes 
were  fo  lantaftick,  that  it  was  obvious  to  the  dimmed 
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Sight,  they  were  rather  preferred  with  a  view  toamiijai 
and  perplex  than  to  give  any  AflTurance  to  the  honeS 
Patriots,  that  their  Fears  were  not  welUgroundedj  or 
that  any  Medium  could  be  found-out  between  the  Bill 
of  Excluiion  and  their  ovm  Security.  On  thid  Occafioi^ 
I  cannot  help'making  two  Remarks,  which  £ow-in 
naturally,  and  may  ferve  as  a  Glafs  to  (hew  the  Com^ 
flexion  of  thofe  Times,  with  that  of  the  Brcvicd 
Proteftants  of  ours. 

Itwasobjeded^that  if  the  Bill  of  Excluiion  (liould 
pafs  into  a  Law>  there  would  be  found  Men  at  Iland 
:Xeady  to  oppofe  that  Parliamentary  San&ioh,  in  Defence 
'Of  the  Lineal  Dercent,  tho'  the  frtK)uent  tlfage  of  the 
Nation  had  juftified  it,  and  an  exprefs  Statute  now  ixi 
Porce,  made  in  the  13th  of  Qut:en  Elizahib,  which 
vinakes  it  High  Treafon  to  make  a  Qiieflion,  JVbetber 
4in  A3  of  Parliamenl  canriot  bind  tlie  Rigbt  cf  th^ 
4}rown^  the  Descent^  LifHuatioh^  inheritance^  4iir 
JGovernmtnt  tbtreof.  This  Obje6iionj  I  think,  fuffici- 
cntly  explains  the  Principles  of  bur  half-faced  Protefi- 
ants  at  this  Oay^  and  pretty  well  accounts  for  the  late 
Tumults,  and  prefent  Rebellion  of  the  Fadion,  and 
mud  convince  us,  that  there  is  not  otie  of  that  Stamp 
in  king  GEORGE'*  Intereft,  but  fiaunch  at  x\m 
,Hour  for  what  they  ridiculoufly  call  Hereditary 
Rigbt. 

The  other  ObjeSion  was:  What  if  the  t)ukit  dS 
York  (hoiild  have  a  Son  ?  This|  they  thought^  would 
invalidate  the  Entait  upon  his  Daughters.  By  thia 
Clue^  I  thinkj  we  are  led  into  th^  Secret  of  an  Aft^^ 
fiory,  and  the  Apprehenlion  thofe  Popi/h  Inflfumentg 
Jbad  of  a  Proteftant  Succeflor;  fo  that^orie  would  ht 
tempted  to  think  there  were  fome  other  People^  befideA 
Catholicks,  deep  in  the  fecret  of  vamping^up  ag 
«  X  a  Impoftor. 
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Inipoftor ;  and  that  a  Son  was  to  have  been  procured 
at  any  Rate,  though  Ten  of  them  had  died  fucceffivdy 
in  the  Month,     But   to   draw-off  from  fo  obvious  k 
Reflexion :  In   thefe  Debates   you  have  the  colleftci 
Senfe  of  the  Nation,  warmly  urged  by  the  Elefilors  to 
their  Reprefentitives   throughout  the  Kingdom,   Who 
were  fenGble  no  Cords  could  bind  a  Papi/lf  but  thofe 
of  Death,  or  Banifhment.     In  ihefe  Sheets,  you  have 
a  livQly  Pourtrait  of  a  true  Engli/h  Proteftant  &pin^. 
Here  thofe  who  have  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  degenerate 
from  the  bright  Examples  of  their  Anc^ffors,  may  leart 
to  amend,  or  turn  pale  to  fee  the  Aflies  of  their  Sirti 
'animated,  fpeaking  to  them,  as  it  were  from  the  Gravei 
and  calling  the Trodigals  to  return  to  the  ^ofom  of 
iheirCountry^s  intereft.    In  thefe  Speeches  you  read 
adifinterefted  Zeal,   triumphirig  over  Sophiftrj',  arifl 
falfe  Ikafoning  j  a  Set  of  Pktriots  embodied  againft 
mercenary  Tongues,   Creatures  of  an   arbitrary  and 
debauched  Court,   and  Stipendiaries  of  France  antl 
kome.    For  this  glorious  Caufe  the  great  Lord  Ruffetl 
fell,  piirfued  by  execrable  Villains,  and  uhfated  Maliccr; 
a  Drop  of  whbfe  Blood  was  more  valuable  than  the 
whole  Race  of  Tyrants,  from 'the  Exptilfion  ofTarquhi^ 
\o  the  LAST  ABDICATION. 
'  But  in  recording  the  Glories  of  1^80,  wemuR  not 
forget  what  we  owe  to  the  prefent  Parliameat  of  l7l5. 
The  Curfe  which  thofe  Patriots  would  have  prevented, 
has  been  growing  upon  the  Nation  for  35  Year§, 
'excepting,  the  Check  it  received  in  the  immortal  WIL- 
iLIAMh  Reign,'and  the  Firft  Seven  Years  of'Quecn 
'ANN'S ;  and  has,  by  frequ6nt  fndiilgences,  arrived  to 
that  Height,  as  to  difpiite  the  Superiority  with  us 5 'the 
TSjttinaion  of  this  peftilent  fe{5int  is  left  up6n  the 
^ands  of  the  prefent  JSenale.    ^0  clear  the  Rubbtffl^ 
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vhich  had  been  gathering  for  To  roai^y  Years,  wa^ 
next  to  an  Herculean  Labour  ;  but  to  crufh  the  Mon- 
iker, wpuld  have  been  next  to  an  Impo(IibiIity>  under  a 
Ms  aurpictous  Inflqence  than  that  of  King  GEORGE. 
The  Papiflsy  and  their  bloody  Adherents,  £uund  the 
Period  of  their  laboured  Attempts  againil  the  Con- 
flitution  drawing-on,  when  the  Nation  fpoke  its  free 
Senfe  in  this  Parliament ;  and  they  are  now  making 
the  lafl  Oifcharge  of  their  A^aUce^  in  Rebellion  an^ 
Defpair. 

Let  obftinate  and  unthinking  Wretches  charge  tha| 
glorious  Parlian^ent,  with  antimonarcbical  and  hete-> 
ipdox  Principle^;  but  they  need  be  at  no  more  Pain^ 
ihan  fcanning  th^  Names,  and  they  will  find  thofq 
patriots  we?e  fo  far  from  \^tmg  fufpe&ed  of  proneneb 
to  Levelling,  that  fonp^  of  them  before  |hat  Tipie  wei:e 
efteemed  to'be  even  of  a  higb^  faoguine.  Complexion, 
The  fame  impudent  Charge  may,  it's  poflible,  be  objc^ 
cd  to  the  prefent  illuftrious  B^^tly*  by  thofe  who  know 
not  that  fcveral  AQ,s  have  pafled  which  make  it  inipofQ- 
ble  for  anV)  but  a  Prote(lapt  Church  of  Efigl^j^^ 
Member,  to  fit  within^thofe  venerable  Walls. 

If  the  Parliament  of  168Q  could  boaft  of  tbeijc  PU^^ 
SELS,  their  CAVENDISHES,  lb?ir  CAP^LS,  ibeir 
BOOTHS,  their  WINNINGTONS,  and  JfONESES/ 
a  long  Train  of  Heroes;  The  Champions  o.f  17 J^ 
muft  hot  yield  to  ihem  in  Firmne(s,  pr  Love  ^o  lhei| 
Country :  The  Conftapcy  of  a  Regulus,  the  Piety  of  a 
CodruSf  and  the  Wifdopi  of  a  Lyciirgu^y  jirc  at  tbU 
Time  to  be  found  in  a  WALPOIJE;  the  u»nbiVffe4 
Patriot,  and  the  polite  Gen^le^n^nj  (liin^  forth  in  4 
FINCH,  who  is  at  prpfent  The  Orpament  of  thp 
Lower-Houfe,  and  the  growing  Hopef  of  the  Upper, 
In  aSTANHOF£>  we  read  an  Ardor  for  Liberty,  and 
2  I  3  the 
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^e  puW^cfc  Good;  the  LETCHMERES,  aod  the 
COWPERS,  havea  thoufand  Witneffes  toihcirprevailr 
fng  Eloquence  in  iheir  Country's  Caufe,  and  their 
triumphs  over  the  Enemies  of  the  Confiilution.  Thus 
guarded^  Popery  and  Arbitrary  Power  muft  refign  the 
Pay. 

But  here  a  Queftion  naturally  advances  upon  as, 
Why  Popery^  (which  was  in  good  Earneft  aboHfhed  by 
Edward  the  VT/i,  of  pious  Memory ;  and  in  the 
natural  Tendency  of  thai  Reformation  und^r  fo  man; 
Pix>teftant  Princes,  his  Succeflbrs,  (hould,  by  this  Time, 
Bave  dwindled  into  the  lad  Degree  of  Contempt,)  ha« 
Been  gaining  Ground  upon  us  ever  fince  his  Death 
pnitT  various  Shapes  and  Difguifes,  till  at  laft  it  bai 
got  Strength  enough  to  bid  us  Defiance.  This  has 
been  a  perplexing  Queilion  to  the  Generality,  and  the 
Caufe  could  not  have  been  made  fo  obvious  to  feveral 
well-meaning  Proteft<>nts,  till  a  Set  of  People,  joining 
in  the  prefent  Rebellion)  and  who  walked-about  under 
liifguifes  for  m^ny  Years,  have  at  length  gratified  the 
World,  ill  throwing-oflf  the  Mafque,  and  telling  U9 
plainly  what  they  have  been  aiming-at,  in  Conjun£tiof). 
"Hirith  oqr  jmplac^ble  Enemies,  the  Pafifts. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  Popery  cduld  have  fub- 
£fttd  in  thefe  Realms  thus  long,  much  lefs  have  found  fo 
jecure  a  Refuge  from  the  Purfuit  of  the  Law,  atfter  fqch 
flagrant  Violations  of  all  Things  Sacred,  Moral^  and 
Humaufs,  if  there  had  not  been  fp^pe  fecret  Springs 
working  behind  ^he  Curtain  in  her  favour;  and  Con- 
federates of  a  more  popular  Stamp,  hs^d  not  been  copy-r 
ing  Draughts  from  the  Roman  £p)i0arie8,  to  make  her 
Villanies  appear  mpre  fpecipus  to  the  Wofld.  Thefe 
leagues  of  Families,  of  Kingdoms,  and  Mankind,  I 
kf^  had^  e're  this  Time^  been  rooted  out  of  the  Land* 
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iiad  not  fome  Advocates  in  Power,  and  who  feemed 
the  very  Reverfe  of  ihem  in  Principle,  kq^l  the  Hand 
ofjuftice  in  a  Sling,  and  blunted  the  Antipathy  of 
Trote/Iants  againft  them. 

The  Papi/tSf  confidered  as  a  diftinft  Body,  and  tin- 
aliifted,  could  never  have  grown-up  to  any  formidable 
Height;  Had  there  not  been  an  Union  of  Intereft  and 
AflTedion  between  them,  and  a  powerful  Body  a&ing 
under  legal  Capacities,  they  would  have  been  reputed  of 
no  more  Weight,  th^ji  fo  many  wandering  Jtfws,  or 
fcattered  Gentiles,  amongft  us:  But  Impunity  and  Con- 
nivance, accompanied  with  a  Fondnefs  they  obferved 
in  fome  falfe  brethren  of  the  Protedant  Church  of 
Enghhdy  toward  9  Relapfe  intg  blind  Superftition,  and 
flavt(h  principles,  foon  encouraged  them  to  put^in 
their  Claim,  and  think  themfelves  interefted  >n  promot-* 
ing  tl^ofe  Sjchemes  which  made  fuch  near  Approaches 
to  genuine  Popery. 

By  what  Engines  we  were  driven,  and  haftcning  to 
our  Ruin,  was  long  forefeen  in  the  early  Days  of  the 
Reformation,  and  guarded-againft  to  the  utmofi,  by 
thegreateft  Patriots,  and  the  mod  faithful  Sons  of  the 
Proteftant  Church.  But  fuch  was  th^  Infatuation  of 
many,  from  miilakcn  and  too  pompous  Notions  of 
Regal  and  Eccleiiaftical  Power :  fnch  the  afpiringTem* 
per  of  others,  who  kntw  better,  but  would  bear  no 
Controul,  or  even  admit  the  Laiety  to  a  Share  in  the 
ruling  Part ;  that  we  have,  more  than  an  Age,  bien 
waging  a  Proteftant  War  amongft  ourfclves,  whilft  that 
Monftcr,  Popery^  has  fattened  upon  our  Diflenfions, 
and,  by  this  unnatQral  Conteft,  paved  the  Way  almoft 
to  an  Eftablithment. 

From  whence  thefe  lender  Sentiments  in  profeiTed 

Churchmen^  tpwarcf  fuch  impious  Principles ;  from 
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tirhence  that  conftant  and  mod  favourable  Regard  to 
^ch  inhuimin  Creatures,  fpruqg  ;-^inu(l  be  the  Subje£k 
of  a  fliort  Enquiry^  that  we  may  open  a  Way  to  the 
Sources  of  our  pad  Misfortunes,  that  we  fee  both  the 
rampani  and  couciant^  Popery  :  and  weihall  find  at  the 
Up-fliot,  that  the  latter  has  been  the  moft  dangerous 
Enemy ;  that  the  lefs-fufpicious  Seconds  haN'e  done  al} 
the  filthy  Work  for  their  Principals  the  Papi/u^  under 
'  the  plaufible  Name3  of  a  rigorous  Uniformity  to  Cer^ 
monial  Rites,  and  absolute,  paffhey  SukmiffioniQ  iht. 
Prerogativcj  whilft  the  more  formidable  Name$  of  Pop^ 
ry  and  Slavery  were  kept  behmd  the  Scenes,  till  4 
fuiiable  Occafion  prefented,  of  joining-together  in  tb^ 
h&  AA  of  our  Miferies,  and  makingnip  the  fqd  Cata«- 
ftrophe  in  Concert. 

To  have  a  full  View  of  this  Growth  of  Popery,  we 
muft  obferve^  that  the  Reformation  was  but  tenderly, 
begun,  accompanied  with  the  Difl<>1ution  of  Abbiesj 
Mdnafteries,  and  many  other  fuch  Neils  of  Lazinefs 
and  Vermin,  and  Creatures  unprofitable  to  the  Cooi* 
roonwealth.  This  was  hardly  digefted  by  th^  fawcy  and 
high-fed  Priefts  of  that  Time :  but  falling  under  the 
Iron,  hand  and  inexorable  Temper  of  Henry  VlIK  and 
running  themfelves  likewife  into  a  Premunire,  by 
difputing  his  Supremacy^  they  were  compelled  to  pur* 
chafe  their  Peace  at  any  rate,  and  tamely  fubmit  to  his 
temporal  Alienations. 

This  Breach  upcm  their  unjuft  Acquifitions  ftomacb^ 
ed  thein  to  the  laft  degree.  But  finding  under  Edward 
Vr.  that  there  was  not  only  a  further  Retrenchment 
of  their  pious  Frauds,  but  Ukewife  other  Spiritual 
Excrescencies  par'd-off,  they  began  to  be  thoroughly 
alarm 'd ;  and,  though  many  eompHed  with  the  reform'd 
Religion  in  Show,  yet  they  coifl^pt  quit  tbolr  tender 
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Begird  for  the  uorigbtepus  Mammoti,  v/hich  they  faw 
every  Day  applied  to  zoore  laudable  Purpofes. 

To  piafs  over  the  Reign  of  Blood- thirfty  Manj^  when 
|bey  expe£ted  a  full  Reftitution  of  Church-lands;  find- 
ing that  Queen  Elizabeth  went-on  polling  the  Bishop* 
ricks,  and  giving  away  feveral  fat  Manors  to  her  ufeful 
Subje^  of  the  Laiety ;  they  unanimoufly  caft-about 
bow  to  (Iqp  the  Current  of  thofe  Alienations ;  and, 
foaring-out  Sacrilege  and  the  Churcb-Robbcries  of  her 
^iniftry,  began  to  perfwade  her  that  there  was  a  Dev' 
fign  of  ruining  the  Church  by  fomeill-defigning  Men, 
find  Enemies  to  Religion ;  ami  branded  thofe  who  were 
snore  intent  upon  the  Reformation  than  worldly  Gain, 
with  the  Title  of  Puritans ;  which  at  that  Tiipe  was^ 
piade  to  fignify  Schifmaticks  in  Religion,  and  Rebels 
to  the  Stale.  This  Cry,  aflifted  by  Archbi(hop  JVblt^, 
gifiy  affe&ing  the  Queen,  diverted  her  from  laying  her 
Hands  upon  any  more  Cburcb-I^evenues,  and  turned 
Jaer  Fury  upon  the  Puri<ans, 

Great  Numbers  pjF  the  reformed  Clergy  at  that  Junc- 
ture were  no  better  than  Papifis  in  Di%uife,  and  find- 
ing a  Gap  open  for  Perfccution,  they  followed  the 
Swing  of  their  Revenge  and  Ambitious  Tempers; 
and,  becaufe  they  could  not  return  to  their  bclove^ 
Popery,  in  bsr  to  the  I.aws  and  Statutes  then  in  force, 
|hey  were  refolyed,  under  the  Notion  of  Uniformity,  to 
obllmdl  any  further  Reformation,  and  plague  thof^ 
>)V'ho  attempted  it. 

The  Bent  of  their  Inclination  ftill  led  them  to  Popery; 
and  they  were  juft  upon  the  Point  of  rolling-back  into 
Idolatry  and  Pagan  Ufurpations  at  the  clofe  of  Queen 
tllizabeth*B  Reign;  if  the  Powder-plot,  in  the  begin- 
ning i>iKiKj^  James's,  had  not  overthrown  their  Scheme, 
andiuade  all^yertures  of  that  kind  fo  deteftable,  that 

they 
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they  durft  not  try  the  Experiment  without  expofiii|f 
themrelves  to  the  Nation's  Refentments. 

This  Projca  failing,  the  Popiflily-affeaed  Clcrgj', 
which  were  of  the  fame  Stamp  with  thofe  who  pa(9 
under  the  Name  of  High-Church  at  this  Day,  were 
forced  to  throw  themfelves  upon  the  Crown,  though 
much  againft  their  Will.  But  to  fliew  there  was  a  fort 
of  Co-ordination  of  Power  between  the  Prince  and 
the  Clergy,  they  began  to  infinuale  a  certain  Phrafc  of 
Speech,  and  make  it  a  Proverbial  Saying,  No  Bisbop^ 
Uo  King ;  putting  the  Church  foremoft>  to  make 
themfelves  appear  inbfolutely  neceffaryj  and  prefled 
their  refpe&ive  Claims  with  a  fort  of  Regal  Authority^ 
whenever  any  (hould  attempt  to  difpute  them.  King 
James  was  fond  of  the  Notion ;  and  the  too  credulous 
Charles  was  entirely  taken  into  the  Secret,  till  the 
Name  of  the  Popi(h  Ufurpations  apd  Englt/b  Church- 
government  began  to  fcrund  very  agreeably,  and  the 
,  Breach  was  widening  between  the  Clergy,  who  were 

above  the  Law  of  the  Land,  and  the  painful  Miniftersy 
who  were  under  the  Law ;  till  at  laft  that  Incendiary, 
Laudy  made  a  difiin£li(m  in  his  Roll  of  Promotions, 
between  thofe  marked  with  the  letter  O,  and  P  :  The 
former  fignifying  Orthodox,  videlicet^  Popiflily-affeded;  " 
The  other,  Puritans,  or  Proteftant  ChuxcYi-oUEngland 
Men.  Let  none  cavil  at  thefe  Animadverfions,  whei^ 
the  great  Lord  Falkland^  one  of  the  brighteft  Oma* 
ments  of  the  Reformation,  and  who  dy'd  for  the  Royal 
Caufe  at  the  Battle  of  Newberjf,  charges  worfe  Crimes 
on  the  Popi(h  Church-of-  England  Cltvgy  of  that  Day^ 
in  the  Parliament  of  Forty-one. 
]^d'Iu^'  "ThefeMcn,fay8he,havebccntheDeflruaionofUni- 
scription  of  |y^  under  pretence  of  Uniformity ;  and  have  brought*Ia 
cier^  ia    Super  Aition  and  Scandal^  under  the  Titles  of  Reverence, 

the  year  , 

1041.  and 
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«nd  Decency ;  llackening  that  Union  between  us  an<!| 
Ihofe  of  the  fame  Religion  beyond  the  Seas ;  an  Adion 
as  Impolitick  a$  ungodly :  Thefe  Men.  continues  he, 
have  been  lefs  eager  againft  thofe  who  damn  our 
Church,  \\z>  the  Papifts,  than  thofe  who,  from  a  weak 
Confcience,  have  abftamed  from  it. 

After  having  defcanted  largely  upon  the  Ignorance 
and  Profanenefs  of  the  Clergy ;  the  tying- up  the  Pu- 
ritans from  preaching  fuch  and  fuch  Tenets,  and  letting 
loofe  the  Roman  Crew ;  he  obferves  that  the  ufual 
Topicks  which  the  Popifh  Church-of-Ew^/ffTid  Clergy 
preach'd-on  were  the  divine  Right  of  Bifhops  and 
Tythes,  and  inviolable  Devotion  to  the  Clergy ;  the 
Sacrilege  of  Impropriations ;  the  demolifiiing  of  Puri- 
lanifm  and  Propriety;  the  building  of  the  Prerogative 
at  St.  PauPs.  " 

So  that  it  feems  they  were  trying  how  much  of  the 
Papift  might  be  brougbt-in  without  Popery;  aud  de- 
ftroying  as  much  as  they  could  of  the  Gofpel,  without 
bringing  themfelves  into  Danger  of  being  deftroyed 
by  the  Law. 

Some  have  evidently  laboured  to  bring-in  an  Englj/b, 
^bough  not  a  Romany  Popery  ;  I  mean,  not  only  the 
outfide  and  drefs  of  it,  but  equally  Abfolute:  A  blind 
Dependance  of  the  People  upon  the  Clergy,  and  of  the 
Clergy  upon  themfelves ;  and  have  oppofed  the  Papacy 
heyond  the  Sea,  that  they  might  fettle  a  Pope  on  this 
fide  of  the  Waters 

In  the  clofe,  he  talks  of  their  Encroachments  upon 
the  Civil  Power,  exempting  the  Clergy  from  the  Jurif- 
ldi£lion  of  the  Civil  Magilirate ;  hindering  Prohibitions; 
making  a  Conqueft  of  the  common  Law  of  the  Land  ; 
4ifpofing  of  all  Preferments;  and  blowing  both  Na- 
tions into  a  Flame.'' 

Was  there  ever  fo  lively  a  Pidure  of  the  enormous 

Infolence 
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Infolence  of  tKe  Popiflilyafiiedfd  Clergy  in  the  laft 
Five  Years  of  Queen  Anne :  Not  one  Word  o£  tb^ 
Gofpel  fimplicity  ;  Cbarity,  Forbearance,  or  the.  le.ift 
incentive  to  Faith  or  good  Work»,  but  all  fclfifli  To* 
pick$.  The  Dignity  and  Honour  of  tbe  Pri^ftbood  5 
Reftitutionof  Chqrcb-Land^i  Damnation  IpDiflfentersi 
the  moral  Sin  of  Schifnij  of  ibeir  own  making ;  Paffive 
Obedience,  to  make  us  refign  without  a  Blow  to  Popi(h 
Cut-throats ;  Hereditary  and  Indefeasible  Right,  with 
other  fuch  Terms  of  Conjuration,  to  open  a  way  for 
the  Pretender. 

The  Expediency  and  Juftice  of  putting  all  Lay-Pre- 
ferments and  Offices  of  State  into  the  Clergy's  Hands^ 
with  many  more  prepofterous  Do£trines  ;  which  they, 
with  a  true,  appropriated,  Impudence  and  Ignorance^ 
vented  to  their  equally  ftupid  Congregations. 

The  Popiih  Clergy  of  our  Church,  and  the  itomam 
Clergy  in  Charles  II.  Days,  had,  in  a  manner,  fliaken 
Hands  I  They  kept  narrowing  the  Pale  of  their  Com- 
munion by  rigorous  £xa£lions;  and,  being  compli- 
mented with  the  Privilege  of  Perfecution^  they,  ia 
return,  made-over  to  the  Crown,  as  much  a$  iu  them 
lay,  an  abfol^te  FafTive  Obedience  from  the  Laiety* 
ti^hich  was  a  vtry  impudent  Deedo/Gifif  without  their 
Confents.  This  Do&riue  was  minted  to  pave  tb^  Way 
to  Popery  in  the  next  Reign;  and  would  have  efiec- 
tually  done  it,  had  not  that  weak  Prince  di(obUged 
thofe  Executioners,  and  attempted  their  Freeholds: 
Then  indeed,  from  a  Pique,  they  joined  the  Froteftant 
ChxxTch'Of^Ejfgland  Clergy  aud  her  Faithful  Sons,  to 
free  us  from  the  impending  DeflruSion. 

There  was  a  fmall  Intermiflion  till  that  ignorant  Tool 
SacheverclP^  trayterous  Libel  was  bellow'd  from  St. 
PaurSf  when  Popery  blaz'd-out  afrefii ;  as  appeared 
from  the  PoGlions  of  fome  of  their  furious  Pulpiteers : 
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Xft^  Aflerting  the  independency  of  the  Chtircb.  %dly^ 
Their  Power  of  Ezconimunicaliony  as  binding  as  that 
of  the  Roman  Church,  ^dly^  Auricular  Confeffion 
made  npceflary  to  Salvation,  Vide  Br-^ii's  Sermon, 
^thiyf  Abfolution  determined  in  as  pofitive  a  manner  as 
Chat  of  Rome,  btbly^  A  very  tender  and  loofc  Diftinc« 
tidn  between  the  'Real  and  Corporal  Prefence  in  the 
Sacrament.  6/£/y,  Judging  of  Scrupulous  Confciences 
by  Tefts  of  Malice  and  Roman  Revenge.  Itbh/j  Re- 
belling, when  out  of  Place  and  Power.  %ibly^  Dif- 
penfing  with  Oaths^  or  taking  them  in  what  Senfe  they 
pleafe ;  with  many  more  of  fiich  Principles,  which  are 
leither  entirety  Popifhj  or  have  a  dired  Tendency  that 

This  Game  have  the  Popifhly-affeAcd  Clergy  been 
driyihg-bn  for  a  Century  and  upwards ;  perhaps  not. 
all  with  ah  intent  io  throw  themfelves 'into  the  Bofoiti 
of  the  R&man  Communion,  but  to  make  themfelves  a^ 
Abfolute,  by  lodging  in  the  Suburbs  of  it ;  whereas  the 
ciltining  Sophifiers  of  the  Uomhfi  Church,  who  had  the 
Management  of  this  part,  laugh'd  at  the  fantaftick 
Schemes  of  our  Church-Politicians;  viho  propofed  to 
go  fuch  determinate  Lengths  toivatds  Rome^  and  not 
kSually  go-in  to  her ;  knowing  that  a  Church  oiEng^ 
land  Abrolut^,  and  above  the  Law^  is  a  Monfter,  and 
not  to  be  tolerated  by  Proteilants ;  and  that  (he  inuft 
either  fubmit  to  the  EAablifliment,  or  call*  in  Pbpery 
and  Arbitrary  Power  in  the  End^  to  fupport  her. 

This  we  have  lived  to  fee  accompliflied  at  this  Hour; 
and  blufh  to  find  Numbers  openly  profefling  the  Pro- 
teft'ant  Faith,  lifting  under  the  Banners  of  Popery,  to  per- 
fe£t  the  Reformation.  But  this  was  the  natSral  Tendency 
of  fuch  impious  Dodirines,^  and  an  Ambition  for  Power, 
warranted  neither  by  the  Gofpe},  nor  the  Laws  of  the 

X.and« 


494 

Land.  Upon  Ihefe  PrinctpieS,  the  Treafon^  tlicPciju^ 
and  Rebellion  of  the  High  Church  and  their  Pupils, 
at  this  Time,  gives  Ho  Manner  of  Surprife  to  the  think-^ 
ing  part  of  Mankind;  But  the  Condud  of  the  profeflTil 
Papifts  is  fomewhat  extraordinary.  One  would  think 
that  this  Cad  of  Men  (hould  have  been  very  wary  ia 
engaging  in  fo  defperate  an  Exploit.  The  many  ezecra* 
ble  Attempts  made,  not  only  upon  the  Conftitution,  but 
likewife  upon  the  Perfons  of  our  Princes,  have  loiig  lince 
blotted  them  out  of  the  Roll  of  ProteAion,  and  cali'd 
loudly  for  Vengeance.  The  Smilhfield  Firet  of  the 
bloody  Mary ;  the  repeated  Plots  againd  Queen  Eliza* 
belb\  the Spanisb  Invafion;  the  Po^der-Confpiracy;  the 
fufpicious  Exit  of  James  L  by  Plafter  and  Potions  * ;  the 
inatchlefs  Ingcatitude  of  the  Popifti  Crew,  in  the  Mur- 
der of  Cbarles  II.  who  Ikreen'd  them  from  Juftice  at 
the  Expence  of  his  Honour,  and  his  People's  Love ;— ^ 
fhould,  in  the  natural  Courfe  of  Revenge^  have  been 
repaid  with  a  total  Extirpation  of  their  Perfons  or  Pria- 
ciples ;  and  how  at  prefent  they  can  hope  to  efcape  the 
Indignation  of  a  Protefiant  Parliament^  is  left  to  them 
to  confider. 

It  has  been  talk'd  with  AflTurance,  that  there  are 
many  Conftitution  Papifts  in  this  Kingdom,  who  had 
rather  live  with  fome  Re(lri6lions  under  our  gentle 

*  From  the  evidence  on  ttiis  sut>jett  that  is  distinctly  Stated 
in  Ralphs  History  of  Englaud,  itseems  highly  probable  that  Ring 
Charles  the  Second  was  poisoned  by  some  Roxnbb  Priests;  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  a  design  he  bad  formed  to  recall  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  and  receive  him  again  into  favour.  This 
design  the  Kio^h^d  communicated  to  his-fiivouritemlstress»  the 
Dutchess  of  Portsmouth,  and  she  had  revealed  it  to  her  Popish 
Confessor,  as  the  Dutchess  declared  about  ten  yfcars  after  in  tht 
jeign  of  King  William  tht  Third. 

1aW8^ 
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Laws^  than  fettle  in  a  foreign  Country,  even  witli  t 
free  Enloyment  of  their  Religion.  But  let  fuch  credu* 
lou8  Wretches  know,  that  it  is  as  impoflible  for  a  Pa* 
pi  ft  to  be  difinterefted  in  the  Affair  of  Religion,  or  cool 
in  the  Advancement  of  what  they  Blafphemouily  call 
the  Holy  Caufe,  as  for  a  Mifer  to  be  eafy  in  the  (ight 
of  Gold,  without  coveting  it,  or  a  Glutton  to  be  con- 
tented with  a  (lender  Meal,  when  a  Feaft  is  in  view. 

i  (hall  conclude  with  one  Inftance  of  their  Holy  Rage, 
to  (how  the  Sentiments  of  that  inhuman  Race;  and 
that  is  the  Motto,  which,  Tradition  tells  us,  was  imprefs* 
ed  on  the  Catholick  Banners,  in  order  to  b»  difplayed, 
if  the  accurfed  Powder-plot  had  been  duly  executed  by 
thofe  Devils  Incarnate* 

The  Motto,  or  rather  Curfe,  runs  thus : 

In  Nomine  Diva  Maria  !  ^ 

Corruat  Ecclefia  Anglice  Scbt/matica  I 

Pereat^  nonfino  Pontificis 

Opt,  Max,  NuminCf  Jacobus^ 

Fidsi  fuiver/br,  una  cum  Stirpe  Regid  ! 

DeUaiut  Senatus  ! 

Cujufcunque  Ordinis  Haretici  Exietminentur  i 

Reftauretur  denique  per  Cades,  petftragesj  per 
Ruinasy  Romana  Fides,  veri  Apoftolica  I 

pt  plain  Englifh  thus : 

I^t  the  Scbi/matical,  {viz.  the  Proteftant)  Church  of 

England,  become  an  Heap  of  Ruins  ! 
Let  James,  the  Subverter  of  the  Faith,  together  with 

his  Royal  Iffue,  be  deftroyed  by  the  holy  Influence 

and  Approbation  of  the  Pope ! 
Let  the  very  Name  of  Parliaments  be  blotted«out  1 

Let 


496 

Let  Hereticks  of  all  degrees  be  exterminated  1 
And  the  trtiely  ApoftoHcal  Romifti  fteligion  at  length  be 
reftored  by  ^lood,  by  Ruin^  and  by  DeVaftation  t 

This  gives  us  fo  painful  an  Image  of  the  brutal  Cru- 
elty of  the  Papifts,  that  a  warm  Imagination  caonot 
well  be  traded  with  proper  Animadverfions  upon  it : 
The  naked  expreflions  carry  fo  much  Horror  along 
with  them,  that  they  want  no  Colours  to  enliven  them. 

'End  of  the  InlroduSiion  to  the  Second  Edition  of  the 
Delates  on  the  ExcluJion^Billy  pulli/bed  in  the 
Year  I J 16, 
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kV  ACCOmtT  OP  TH£  SENTIMENTS  OP  THE  PRINCR 
AND  PRINCESS  OF  ORANGE»  CONCERNING  THE 
REPEAL  OF  THE  TEST-ACT  IN  ENGLAND.  BY 
WHICH  PAPISTS  WERE  EXCLUDED  FROM  HOLD- 
ING  CIVIL  AND  MILITARY  EMPLOYMENTS;  TO 
WHICH  REPEAL  THEY  WERE  SOLLICITED  BY 
KING  JAMES  IL  IN  THE  YEAR  1687»  TO  GIVE  THEIR 
CONSENT. 

ExtroBed  from  Bi/bop  Burnetii  Htsiaiy  of  bis  Own 
TlfMs,  Vol  II.  from  Page  43a  to  453, 


The  Kiog  was  every  day  faying,  ^'  ihat  he  was  King, 
tad  be  would  be  obeyed,  and  would  make  thofe  who 
oppofed  him  feel  that  he  was  their  King :''  And  he  had 
both  Priefts  and  flatterers  about  him,  that  were  ftili 
jHifliing  him  forward.  All  men  grew  melancholy 
with  this  fad  profpeA.  The  hope  of  the  true  Proteft- 
ants  was  in  the  King^s  two  daughters  \  chiefly  on  the 
eldeft,  who  was  out  of  his  reach,  and  was  known  to  be 
welUiudruded,  and  very  zealous  in  matters  of  religion. 
The  Princefs  Anne  was  ftill  very  fteadfaft  and  regular 
in  her  devotions,  and  was  very  exemplary  in  the  courfe 
of  her  life.  But^  as  care  had  been  taken  to  put  very 
tMrdinary  Divines  about  her  for  her  Chaplains,  fo  (he 
had  never  purfued  any  ftudy  in  thofe  points  with  much 
application.  And,  all  her  Court  being  put  about  her 
by  the  King  and  Queen,  ihe  was  befet  with  fpies.  It 
was  therefore  much  apprehended,  that  (he  would  be 
ftrongly  aflaulted,  when  all  other  defigns  would  fo  far 
fiicceed  as  to  make  that  feafonable.    In  the  mean  while 

9  K  fhe 
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The  King    (he  was  let-alone  by  the  King,  who  was  indeed  a  ireiy 
Princes  of'  kind  and  indulgent  Father  to  her.    Now  he  rerd vcd  to 
2J^8^       make  his  firft  aitaek  on  the  Princefs  of  Orange.    D'AU 
ligion.        beville  went-over  to  England  in  the  fummer,  and  did 
not  come-back  before  the  twenty-fourth  of  December, 
Chridmas   Eve.     And   then   he  gave  the  Princefs  a 
letter  from  the  King,  bearing  date  the  fourth  of  Novem- 
ber.    He  was  to  carry  .this  letter :   A.nd  his  difpatcbes 
being  put-off  longer  than  was  intended,  that  made  tbi» 
letter  come  fo  late  to  her. 

The  King  took  the  rife  of  his  letter  from  a  queftion 
fhe  had  put  to  D'Albeville,  defiring  to  know  what  were 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  King  himfelf  had  changed 
his  religion.  The  King  told  her,  he  was  bred-up  in 
the  do£ttrine  of  the  Chureh  of  England  by  Dr.  Stewart, 
whom  the  King,  bis  father,  had  put  about  him;  ia 
which  he  was  fo  zealous,  that,  when  he  perceived  tbe^ 
Queen,  his  Mother,  had  a  defign  upon  the  Duke  of 
Glouceder,  tho'  he  preferved  ftill  the  respect  that  he 
Qwed  her,  yet  he  took  care  to  prevent  it,  AH  the  while 
that  he  was  beyond  fea,  no  CathoHck,  but  one  Nun,  bad 
ever  fpoken  one  word  to  perfuadc  him  to  change  his  re« 
ligion:  And  he  continued  forthemoft  part  of  that 
trme  firm  to  the  dodrine  of  the  Church  of  England* 
He  did  not  then  mind  thofe  niatters  much  :  And,  as* 
all  young  people  are  apt  to  do,  be  thought  it  a  point  of 
honour  not  to  change  his  religion.  The  firft  thing 
that  raised  scruples  in  him  was,  the  great  devotion  that, 
he  had  obferved  among  Catholicks :  He  saw  they  bad 
great  helps  for  it :  1  hey  had  their  Churches  better 
adorned,  and  did  greater  ads  of  charity,  than  he  had 
^ver  feen  among  Protefiants.  He  also  obferved,  that 
many  of  them  changed  their  courfeoflife,  and  became 
good  Chrii(ti^Sj  ^ven  tbo'  they  continued  to  live  ftili 
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\f\  the  wbrld.  This  made  him  firft  begiii  to  fexaihinc 
1>oth  ribiigions.  He  could  fed  nothing  in  the  three 
reigns  in  which  religion  was  changed  in  England,  tb 
incline  him  to  believe  that  they  who  did  it  were  fent  of 
Ood.  He  read  the  hiftory  of  that  time,  as  it  was  writ 
in  the  Chronicle.  He  read  both  Dr.  Heyliri,  ind 
Hooker's  preface  to  his  Ecclefiallical  Po\icf,  which  coti*^ 
firm^  him'  in  the  sanle  opinion.  He  faw  clearly,  that 
Chrift  had  left  an  infallibility  in  his  ChuVch>  againft 
which  **  the  gates  of  Hell  cannot  prevail :"  And  it  ap^ 
{>ear^  that  this  was  lodged  with  St.  t^ter  -from  oui^ 
Saviour^s  words  to  him,  St^Mat/xvi.  ver.  is.  Upod 
thill  tbecertkinty  of  the  £lciriptures,  and  eVert  ofChrifti* 
anityitfelf,  was  founded.  The  ApbflleS  ack'nowledged 
this  to  be  in  St.  Peter,  A  A  xv.  when  they  said,**  It 
feemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  to  us.'^  tt  wa^ 
the  Authority  of  the  Church  that  declared  the  Scripture^ 
to  be  Canonical:  And  cenisiinly  they  who, declared 
them  could  only  interpret  them :  And  whereever  this 
infallibility  was,  there  mud  be  H  clear  fuccefliohi 
The  point  of  the  infallibility  being  once  fettled,  all 
other  controverfies  miift  needs  fall.  Now  the  bb- 
man  Church  was  the  only  Church  that  eithef  ha^ 
itifallibility,  or  that  pretended  ^o  it.  And  they  who 
threw'oflfthift  authority  did  but  open  A  door  to  Atheifni 
and  Infidelity,  and  took  people  off  from  true  devbtion; 
and  fet  even  Ghriftianity  itfelf  loofe  to  all  that  would 
queilion  it,  and  to  Socinians  and  Latitudinarians  who 
doubted  of  every  thing-  He  had  difcoarfed  of  thefe 
tliifigswith  fome  iJivines  of  the  Church  of  England;' 
but  had  received  no  fatisfadion  from  them.  The  Chrif- 
tian  Religion  gained  its  credit  by  the  miracles  which' 
the  Apoftles  wrought,  and  by  the  holy  VwH  and  fuRer^' 
ings  of  the  Martyrs,  whofe  Wood  was  the  feed  of  the 
•     *  a  K  2  Church. 
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Church.    Whereas  Lather  and  Calvin,  atid  tliofe  %r|i^ 

had  feUup  the  Church  of  England^  bad  their  beads 
fuller  of  temporal  matters  than  of  fpiritual^  and  had 
kt  the  world  loofe  to  great  diibrder.  SubmiiSoD  was 
neceflary  to  the  peace  of  the  Church.  And^  when  every 
man  will  expound  the  Scriptures,  this  makes  way  t0 
all  fefts,  who  pretended  to  build  upon  it*  It  was  alfa 
plain,  that  the  Church  of  England  did  not  pretend  to 
infallibility :  Yet  ihe  a£ted  as  if  (be  did  i  Forever  fince 
the  Reformation  (be  had  perfecuted  thofe  who  differed 
from  her,  Diflenters  as  well  as  Papifis,  more  than  was 
generally  known.  And  he  eould  not  fee  why  Diflent* 
era  might  not  feparate  from  the  Church  of  Ejigland^ 
as  well  as  flie  had  done  froin  the  Church  of  Rome. 
Nor  could  the  Church  of  England  feparate  herfelf  from 
Ihe  Catbolick  Church,  any  more  than  a  County  of 
England  could  feparate  it  felf  from  the  reft  of  the  Cii^-* 
dom.  This,  he  faid^  was  all  that  his  leifure  allowed 
bhn  to  write.  But  he  thought  that  tbefe  things 
together  with  the  King  his  brother's  papers,  and  the 
Ptttchefs*s  papers,  might  ferve,  if  not  to  juftiiy  thr 
Catbolick  Religion  to  an  unbiaffed  judgeaoeat,  yet  at 
kaft  to  create  a  fi^vourable  opinion  of  it. 

I  read  this  letter  in  the  original :  For  the  Prince  fcnS 
k  to  me  together  with  the  Princefs's  anfwer,  but  with  m 
charge  not  to  take  a  copy  of  either,  but  to  read  the» 
^ver  as  often  as  I  pleafed ;  which  I  did  till  I  had  fixed 
both  pretty  well  in  my  memory.  And,  as  fooa  as  1 
had  fent  them  back,  I  fat-down  immediately  to  writr- 
9Ut  all  that  I  remembered ;  which  the  Princefs  owned 
to  me  afterwards,  when  (be  read  the  abftraAs  I  mad^ 
were  punctual  almoft  to  a  tittle.  It  was  eafy  for  me  |»* 
betieve  that  this  letter  was  all  of  the  King's  euditingj  foi 
I  had  heard  it  ala^oft  in  the  very  same  wotds'^oiQa  bi%. 
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own  month.  The  letter  was  writ  very  decently,  and 
concluded  very  modeflly.  The  Princefs  received  ihia 
letter,  as  was  told  me,  on  the  iwenty.foiirth  of  I>ecem- 
ber  at  night.  Next  day,  being  Chriflmas  day,  (he  re- 
ceived the  Sacrament,  and  was  during  the  greateft  part 
of  the  day  in  publick  devotions :  Yet  (lie  found  time  to 
draw,  firft,  an  anfwer,  and  then  to  write  it  out  fair:  And 
tte  fent  it  by  the  poft  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  December. 
Her  draught,  which  the  Prince  fent  me,  was  very  little 
blotted  or  altered.  It  was  long,  about  two  (beets  of 
paper:  For,  as  an  anfwer  runs  generally  out  into  more 
length  than  the  paper  that  is  to  be  anfwered,  fo  the 
(trains  of  respect,  with  which  her  letter  was  full,  drew 
il  out  to  a  greater  length. 

She  began  with  anfwering  another  letter  that  (he  Whicfi  she 
had  received  by  the  poft  i  in  which  the  King  had  made 
an  excttfe  for  failing  to  write  the  former  poft-day.  Shd 
was  very  fen(ible  of  the  happinefs  of  hearing  fo  con« 
ftantly  from  him :  For  no  difference  in  reKgion  could 
hinder  her  from  defiring  both  his  blefling  and  his 
prayers,  tho'  (he  was  ever  fo  far  from  him.  As  for  the 
paper  that  M.  Albeville  delivered  her,  he  told  her,  that 
his  Majefty  would  not  be  offended,  if'(he  wrote  her 
thoughts  freely  to  him  upon  it. 

She  hoped,  he  would  not  look-on  that  as  want  of 
refpeA  in  her.  She  was  far  from  fticking  to  the  reli^ 
gion  in  which  Ihe  was  bred  out  of  a  point  of  honour ; 
for  (he  had  taken  much  pains  to  be  fettled  in  it  upon 
better  grounds.  Thofe  of  the  Church  of  England  who 
had  inftructed  her,  had  freely  laid  before  her  that  which 
was  good  in  the  Romi/h  Religion,  that  fo,  feeing  the 
guod  and  the  bad  of  both,  (lie  might  judge  impartially  i  ' 
according  to  the  Apoftle's  rule  of  '*  proving  all  things, 
and  holding  fad  that  which  was  good."  7'bo*  (he  had 
a  K  3  come 
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Gotne  young  out  of  England,  yet  (he  had  nol  left  behind} 
her  either  the  defire  of  being  well  informed,  or  the  meaof 
for  it.  She  had  fumiihed  herfelf  with  hooka,  and  bad 
thofe  about  her  who  might  clear  any  doubts  to  her* 
She  favv  clearly  in  the  Scriptures,  that  (he  muft  work 
her  owniialvation  with  fear  and  trembling,  and  that  fh^ 
muft  not  believe  in  the  faith  of  pother,  but  according 
as  things  appeared  to  herfelf.  It  ought  to  be  no  pro- 
judice  againft  the  Reformation,  if  many  of  thofe  who 
profefled  it  led  ill  lives.  If  any  of  them  lived  ill,  none 
of  the  principles  of  their  religion  allowed  them,  in  it. 
Many  of  them  led  good  lives,  and  more'tnight  do  it  by 
the  grace  of  God.  But  there  were  many  devotions  in 
the  Church  of  Rome,  on  which  th^  Refonpedl  couUI 
fet  no  value. 

She  acknowledged,  that,  if  there  was  an  infallibilit]^ 
in  the  Church,  all  other  controveriies  muft  fall  to  the 
ground.  But  (he  could  never  yet  be  informed  where 
that  infallibility  was  lodged :  Whether  in  the  Pope 
alone,  or  in  a  General  Council,  or  in  both.  And  (he 
defircd  to  know  in  whom  the  Infallibility  refted,  when 
there  v^ere  two  or  three  Popes  at  a  time,  adiog  one 
againft  another,  with  the  afliftance  of  Councils,  whicb 
they  called  General :  And  at  leaft  the  fucccflfion  wa5 
then  much  difordcred.  As  for  the  authority  that  is 
pretendtd  to  have  been  given  lo  St.  Peter  over  the  rdij 
that  place  which  was  chiefly  alledged  for  it  was  other- 
wife  interpreted  by  thofe  of  ihe  Church  of  England,  as 
importing  only  the  confirmation  of  him  in  the  oiGce  cf 
an  Apoflle,  when  in  anfwer  lo  that  qucftion,  ^^ Simon, 
"  fon  of  Jonas,  loveft  thou  me,"  he  had  by  a  triple 
confefTion  wa(hed-o(f  his  triple  depial.  The  words  that 
the  King  had  cited  were  fpoken  to  the  other  Apoftles 
as  well  as  to  him.     It  was  agreed  by  all,  that  ihp 
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Apofties  were  infallible,  who  were  guided  by  God*3- 
holy  Spirit.  But  that  gift,  us  well  as  many  others, 
had  Gcafed  long  ago.  Yet  in  that  St-  Peter  had  no 
authority  over  the  other  Apoftles :  Othervvife  St.  Paul 
underdood  bur  Saviour^s  words  ill »  who  ^'withftood 
'*  him  to  his  face,  becaufe  he  was  to  be  blamed/'  And 
if  St.  Peter  himfelf  could  not  maintain  that  authority, 
flie  could  not  fee  how  it  could  be  given  to  his  fucceflors, 
wbofe  bad  lives  agreed  ill  with  his  doArine* 

Nor  did  (be  fee,  why  the  ill  ufe  that  fome  made  of 
the  Scriptures  ought  to  deprive  others  of  them.  It  ia 
true,  all  feds  made  ufe  of  them,  and  find  fomewhat  in 
them  that  they  draw-in  to  fupport  their  opinions  :  Yet 
fer  all  this  our  Saviour  faid  to  the  Jews,  "  fearch  the 
Scriptures}"  and  St.  Paul  ordered  his  Epiftles  to  be 
fcad  to  all  the  Saints  in.  the  Churches;  and  he  fays  in 
one  place,  ^*  I  write  as  to  wife  men;  judge  what  I  fay." 
And,  if  they  might  judge  an  Apoftle,  much  more  any 
other  teacher.  Under  the  law  of  Mofes,  the  Old 
Teftament  was  to  be  read,  not  only  in  the  hearing  of 
the  Scribes  and  the  Dodors  of  the  law ;  but  likewife 
in  the  hearing  of  the  women  and  children.  And,fince 
God  had  made  u  reafonable  creatures,  it  feemed  necef-' 
fary  to  employ  our  reafon  chiefly  in  the  matters  of  the 
greateft  concern.  Tho'  faith  was  above  our  reafon, 
yet  it  propofed  nothing  to  us  that  was  contradictory  to 
it.  £very  one  ought  to  fatisFy  himfelf  in  thefe  things  t 
As  our  Saviour  convinced  Thomas,  by  making  him  to 
thruft  his  own  hand  into  the  print  of  the  nails,  not 
leaving  him  to  the  teftimony  of  the  other  Apoflles, 
who  were  already  convinced.  She  was  confident, 
that,  if  the  King  would  hear  mnny  of  his  own  fubjc£ts, 
they  would  fully  fatisfy  him  as  to  all  thofe  prejn* 
dices,  that  he  had  againft  the  Reformation ;  in  which 
nothing  was  a£led  tiimultuoufly,  but  all  was  done 
4  K  4  according 
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according  to  law.  The  defign  of  it  was  oaifp  40 
fepamte  from  the  Roman  Church,  in  fo  &r  at  it  bad 
(eparated  from  the  primitive  Church:  In  which  thcf 
bad  brought  things  to  as  great  a  degree  of  perfeftion* 
as  thofe  corrupt  ages  were  capable  of.  She  did  not 
fee  how  the  Church  of  England  could  be  blamed  for 
the  per&cution  of  the  Diflenters :  For  the  laws  made 
againd  them  were  made  by  the  State,  and  not  by  tbti 
Church :  And  they  were  made  for  crimes  againft  the 
State*  Their  enemies  bad  taken  great  care  to  fooient 
the  divifion,  in  which  they  had  been  but  too  fuooeiii&iL 
But,  if  he  would  reflcA  on  the  grounds  upon  whidi 
the  Church  of  England  had  feparated  from  the  Chiud^ 
of  RomCi  he  would  find  them  to  be  of  a  very  diflPereat 
nature  from  thofe,  for  which  the  Diflenters  had  left  it^ 

Thus,  (he  concluded,  (he  gave  him  the  tjxnible  of  a 
long  account  of  the  grounds  upon  which  (he  was  per<^ 
fwaded  of  the  truth  of  her  religion :  In  which  (be  was 
ib  fully  fatisficd,  that  (he  trufted,  by  the  Grace  of  God» 
that  (he  (bould  fpend  the  reft  of  her  days  in  it :  And 
Ibe  was  fo  well  aflured  of  the  truth  of  our  Saviour^ 
words,  that  (he  was  confident  the  gates  of  hell  (houI4 
not  prevail  againft  it,  but  that  he  would  be  with  it  tQ 
the  end  of  the  world.  All  ended  thus,  that  the  reli^on 
which  (he  profefled  taught  her  her  duty  to  him,  fo  that 
(be  (hould  ever  be  his  moft  obedient  daughter  and 
fervant. 

To  this  the  next  return  of  the  poft  brought  an  ^fwer 
from  the  King,  which  I  faw  not.  But  the  account  thai 
was  fent  me  cf  it  was :  The  King  took  notice  of  the 
great  progrefs  he  Taw  the  Princefs  had  made  in  her 
enquiries  after  thofe  matters :  The  King's  bufinefs  did 
not  allow  him  the  time  that  was  neceflary  to  enter 
into  the  detail  of  her  letter ;  He  de(ired,  (he  would 
read  thofe  books  that  he  had  mentioned  to  her  in  hi^ 
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fMlDcr  Idreriy  and  feme  others  that  he  intended  te  fetri 
lier:  And,  if  ihe  defired  to  be  more  fiiHy  fatisfied,  he 
propofed  to  h«r  to  difcourfe  about  them  with  F.  Mor- 
gan»  an  Eoglifli  Jefuit  then  at  the  Hague. 

I  have  fet  down  very  minutely  every  particular  that  Reflectas 
Was  in  thofe  letters,  and  very  near  in  the  fame  words,  kticn. 
It  muft  be  confefled,  that  perfons  of  this  Quality  feldom 
enter  into  fucb  a  difcuifion.  The  King's  letter  con* 
tabled  a  ftodted  account  of  the  change  of  his  religion^ 
which  be  had  repeated  often :  And  it  was,  perhaps, 
prepared  for  him  by  fome  others.  There  were  fome 
things  in  it,  which,  if  he  had  made  a  littk  more  reflec- 
ticm  on  them,  it  may  be  fuppofed  he  would  not  have 
mentioned.  The  courfe  of  hi^  own.  life  was  not  fo 
fbnStf  as  to  make  it  likely  that  the  good  lives  of  fome 
Papifts  had  made  fiich  impreffions  upon  him.  The 
eafy  abfolutions  that  are  granted  in  that  Church  are  a 
much  jufte^  prejudice  in  this  refpcft  againft  it,  than  the 
good  lives  of  a  few  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  an  argument 
for  it.  The  adorning  their  Churches,  was  a  refledioa 
that  did  no  great  honoui  to  him  that  made  it.  The 
leverities  ufed  by  the  Church  of  ]&ngland,  againft  the 
Diflenters,  were  urged  with  a  very  ill  grace  by  one  of 
the  Church  of  Rome,  that  has  delighted  berfelf  fo  often 
by  being,  as  it  were,  bathed  with  the  blood  of  thofe 
they  call  hereticks ;  And,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
lefpeft  that  a  daughter  paid  her  father,  here  greater 
advantages  might  have  been  taken.  I  had  a  high 
opinion  of  the  Princefs's  good  underftanding,  and  of 
her  knowledge  in  thofe  matters,  before  I  faw  this  letter: 
But  this  furprized  me ;  It  gave  me  an  aftonifhing  joy, 
|6  fee  fo  y6unff  a  perfon,  all  on  the  fuddcn,  without 
Gonfulting  any  one  perfon,  to  be  able  to  write  fo  folid 
and  learned  a  letter,  in  which  (he  mixed  with  the 
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nfpfd  tbat  (he  paid  a  father  fo  great  a  firmners,  thai 
by  it  (he  cut-off  all  further  treaty.  And  her  reputfin; 
|he  attack^  that  the  King  made  upon  her,  with  fe  much 
refolution  and  force^  did  let  the  Popiih  party  fee^  iba| 
Ae  underflood  her  reKgion  as  well  as  (he  loved  k* 
Ap'r9sc«>^-  But  now  I  muft  fay  fomewhatof  myfelfi  After  I 
i^iiast  ai^  had  Itaid  a  year  in  Holland,  I  heard  from  many  hands^ 
that  the  King  feemed  ta  forget  hia  own- greatnefs  when 
(ve  fpoke  of  me ;  which  he  took  occafion  to  do  irery 
often.  I  had  publiflied  fome  accoimt  of  the  ibort 
Tour  I  had  made,  in  feveral  letters  j  in  which  my 
chief  defigns  was  toexpofe  both  Popery  and- Tyranny* 
The  book  was  well  received,  and  was  muah  read  i 
And  it  railed  the  King^s  difpleafure  very  higk. 

My  continuing  at  the  Hague  made  him  comJodet, 
that  I  was  managing  defigns  againft  him.  And  fomc. 
papers  in  (ingle  (heets  came-out,  reflc&ing  on  the  pro*-' 
ceedings  of  l£ugland,  which  feemed  to  have  a  confider-r 
able  eflfed  on  thofe  who  read  them.  Thefe  were  priniedl 
in  Holland  :  And  many  copies  of  them  were  fent  into 
all  the  parts  of  England.  AH  which  inflamed  theKtng 
the  more  againft  me ;  for  he  believed  they  were  writ  by 
me,  as  indeed  mod  of  them  were.  But  that  which  gave 
thccrifis  to  the  King's  angeV  was,  tbat  he  heard  I  waa 
to  be  married  to  a  confiderable  fortune  at  the  Hague. 
So  a  projc^i  was  formed  to  break  this,  by  charging  me 
with  high-ireafon  for  correfponding  with  Lord  Argile,- 
and  for  convcrfing  with  fome  that  were  outlawed  foe 
high-treafon. 

The  King  ordered  a  letter  to  be  writ  in  his  name  to 
his  Advocate  in  Scotland,  to  profecute  me  for  fomei 
probable  thing  or  other;  which  was  intended  only  to 
make  a  noife,  not  doubting  but  this  would  break  the 
intended  mairiagc.     A  (liip  coming  from  Scotland  tb^ 
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49y  in  which  this  pro&cution  wi^  ordered^  that  bad  iv 
quick  paflage,  brought  iqe  the  firft  news  of  it^  long 
before  it  was  fent  to  D'  Albeviile.  So  I  petitioned  thf^ 
States^,  who  were  theu  fitting,  to  he  naturalised  in 
prder  to  my  intended  marriage.  And  this  paft  oC 
courfe,  without  the  leaft  difficulty;  which  perhaps 
might  have  been  made,  if  this  profecution,  now  begun 
in  Scotland,  bad  been  known.  Now  I  was  legally 
ipnder  the  protedion  of  the  States  of  Holland,  Yet  I 
writ  a  full  ju(lification  of  myfelf,  as  to  all  particulars 
laid  tu  my  charge,  in  fome  letters  that  I  fent  to  the 
i^rl  of  Middleton.  But  in  one  of  thefe  I  faid,  that, 
being  now  naturalized  in  Holland,  my  allc^ance  was, 
during  my .  ftay  in  thefe  parts,  transferred  from  his 
Majeftj  to  the  States.  I  alfo  faid  in  another  letter, 
|bat,  i^  upon  my  non-appearance,  a  fentence  (hould  pafs 
igainft  me,  I  might  be,  perhaps,  forced  to  juftify  myfelf, 
and  to  giyc  an  account  of  the  (hare  tbat  I  had  in  affairs 
thefe  twenty  years  pa(t ;  In  which  I  might  be  led  to 
mention  fame  things,  that,  I  was  afraid,  would  difpleafe 
ihe  King:  And  therefore  I  (hould  be  forry,  if  I  were 
^riFen  to  it* 

,  Now  the  Court  thought  they  had  fomewhat  againfl; 
jae ;  Fpr  they  knew  they  had  nothing  before,  So  the 
firft  citation  was  let  iail,  and  a  new  one  was  ordered  on 
thefe  two  accounts,  ft  was  pretended  to  be  bigh-treafon, 
to  fay  my  allegiance  was  now  transferred ;  And  it  was 
fet-forih,  as  a  high  indignity  to  the  King,  to  threaten 
him  with  writing  a  hiftory  of  t^e  tranfa£lions  paft  thefe 
laft  twenty  years.  Thfs  firft  of  thefe  ftruck  at  a  great 
point,  which  was  a  part  of  the  law  of  Nations.  Every 
man  that  was  naturalized  took  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
jthe  Prince,  or  State  ,that  naturalized  him.  And,  fincc 
00  man  can  ferve  two  ma(^crS|  or  beund^r  a4loubIp 
J  allegiance, 
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fllegiance,  it  is  certain,  that  tbere  tnuft  be  a  transfer  of 
allegiance^  at  lead  during  t  he  ftay  in  the  oountrf  where 
one  is  fo  naturalized. 

This  matter  was  kept-up  againft  me  for  fome  time, 
the  Court  delaying  proceeding  to  any  fentence  for  federal 
months.    At  lail  afentence  of  outlawry  was  given; 
And  upon  that  Albeville  faid,  that,  if  the  States  would 
not  deliver  me  up,  he  would  find  fuch  inAmments  as 
fliowld  feize  on  me,  and  carry  me  away  fordUy.    The 
methods  he  named  of  doing  this  were  very  ridiculmis. 
And  he  fpoke  of  it  to  fo  many  peribns,  thai  I  bdieved 
his  defign  was  rather  to  frighten  me,  than  that  hs 
could  think  to  eSeA  them.    Many  overtures  wer^ 
made  to  fome  of  my  friends  in  London,  not  only  to 
kt  this  profecution  fall,  but  to  promote  m^,  if  I  woidd 
make  myfelf  capable  of  it.    I  entertained  none  of  tbeft« 
I  had  many  ftories  brought  me  of  the  difcourfes  among 
feme  of  the  brutal  Iri(h>  then  in  the  Dutdi  fervice^ 
But,  I  thank  God,  I  was  not  moved  with  thern^    I 
Vefolved  to  go-on,  and  to  do  my  duty,  and  to  do  what 
fervice  I  could  to  the  publick,  and  to  my  Country  i 
And  refigncd  myfelf  up  entirely  to  that  Providence, 
that  had  watched  over  me  to  that  time  with  an  indulgent 
care,  and  had  made  all  the  defigns  of  my  enemies 
againft  me  turn  to  my  great  advantage. 

Of  thejetr  I  come  now  to  the  year  1688,  which  proved  memor« 
able,  and  produced  an  extraordinary  and  unheard-<)f 
Revolution.  The  year  in  this  Century  made  iJl  people 
refleft  on  the  fame  year  in  the  former  Century,  in 
whirh  the  power  of  Spain  received  fo  great  a  check, 
that  the  decline  of  that  Monarchy  began  then ;  and 
England  was  faved  from  an  invafion,  that,  if  it  had 
fucceeded  as  happily  as  it  was  well  laid,  muft  have 
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ttided  In  the  abfdote.  dooqueft  aod  uUer  ruin  of  tlie 
Nation*  Our  booki  are  fo  iuU  of  all  that  related  tai 
4hat  Arm^j  boailcd  to  be  iovincible,  that  I  need  add 
sx>  more  to  fo  known  and  fo  reiMrkahie  a  piece  of  our 
biftory*  A  new  eighty-eight  taifed  new  expedations* 
inwhieh  the  Curprifiog  events  did  far  exceed  ail  that 
could  have  been  looked-for. 

I  begin  the  year  with  Albevilie's  negotiation  after  Aibcviil^* 
hia  coming  to  the  Hague.  He  had,  before  his  going-*  toibc  ' 
fyver>  givca^in  a  tbreatning  memorial  upon  the  bufinefo  ^^**^ 
itf  Bantam,  that  looked  like  a  prelude  to  a  declaration 
of  war }  for  he  demanded  a  prefent  anfwer,  6nce  the 
King  could  no  longer  bear  the  injoftice  done  him  in 
that  matter,  which  was  fetnferth  in  very  high  woids^ 
He  lent  thb  memorial  to  be  printed  at  Amfterdam, 
before  he  had  communicated  it  to  die  States.  The 
chief  effeft  that  this  had  was,  that  the  A&ions  of  th« 
Company  did  fink  for  fome  days.  But  they  roie  foon 
again :  And  by  this  it  was  faid,  that  Albeville  him.-^ 
ftlf  made  the  greatefi  gain.  The  Eaft-Indfa  fleiet  waa 
Iben  expeded  home  every  day.  So  the  Merchants,  who 
remembered  well  the  bufinefs  of  the  Smirna.fleet  in  the 
year  feventy-two,  did  apprehend  that  the  King  bad 
Cent  a  fleet  to  intercept  them*  and  that  this  memoriat 
ivas  intended  only  to  prepare  an  apology  for  that  breach^ 
when  it  flioukl  happen:  But  nothing  of  that  fore 
followed  upon  it.  The  States  did  anfwer  this  memorat 
^ith  another,  that  was  firm,  but  more  decently  expreiT* 
ed :  By  their  laft  treaty  with  England  it  was  provided 
tbtt,  in  cafe  any  dispute  (hould  arife  between  th0 
llferchants  of  either  fide,  Commifllioners  ibould  be 
qamed  on  both  fides  to  hear  and  judge  the  matter.  The^^ 
l^ing  had  not  yet  named  any  of  his  fide;  So  that  th^ 
d^lay  lay  at  bi|  door.  They  were  t^heiefore  an^ai^ed  tpi 
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veeeive  a  tneiHorial  in  ib  high  a  firain^  fitter  they  btA 

done  all  that  by  the  treaty  was  incumbent  on  tbem. 
Albevilie  aftef  this  gate<4n  anothtr  memorial^  in  which 
be  (kfired  ibieui  to  fend  over  Commifiionera  f(^  endiog 
4hat  dir^>ute.  But,  tho'  this  was  a  great  fall  firoin  the 
height  in  which  the  Toniier  memonai  was  con'ceiTed> 
yet  in  this  the  ihiiig  was  to  ill  apprehended,  that  the 
Dutch  had  reafon  to  believe  that  the  King's  MiniRera 
did  not  know  the  treaty*  or  were  not  at  leifore  to  read 
its  For,  according  to  the  treaty,  and  the  prefent 
poftare  of  that  bufinefs,  the  King  was  obliged  to  tend 
over  Comniiffioners  to  the  Hasue  to  judge  of  Ihat 
affair.  When  this  memorial  was  anfwered^  and  the 
treaty  was  examined^  the  matter  was  let  falU 

Albcvill^s  next  negociation  related  to  myfeif;  I  bad 
printed  a  paper  in  )uaification  of  myfeif,  together  witii 
my  letters  to  theEarl  of  Middleton.  And  be,  in  amemo^ 
rial,  complained  of  two  parages  in  that  paper.  One  was^ 
that  I  faid  it  was  yet  tooearlytoperfecUtemenforteligi* 
on,arid,therefore,  crimes  againft  the  State  were  pretend^ . 
ed  bymy  enemies :  This,  he  faid,  did  infinuaie,  that  tbcf 
King  did  in  time  intend  to  perfecute  for  religion.' 
The  other  was,  that  I  bad  put  in  it  an  intiniittion,  that 
I  was  in  danger  by  fome  of  the  Irifh  Papifts.  This, 
he  faid,  was  a  refleSion  on  the  King,  who  hated  alt 
fuch  practices.  And  to  this  he  added,  that,  by  the  lawf 
or  England,  all  the  King's  fubjeAs  were  bound  to  ftize 
on  any  perfon,  that  was  condemned  in  his  Courts,  iiir 
what  manner  foever  they  could:  And  therefore  hede-^ 
fired,  that  both  I  and  the  printer  of  that  paper  mig^t  be 
puniflied.  But  now  upon  his  return  to  the  Hague,  I 
being  outlawed  by  that  time,  he  demanded,  tbat^' 
in  piirfuanee  of  an  article  of  the  treaty  that  related  IQ 
xebals   or  fugitives^  I  might  be-  bauiflied  the  Pro^ 
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ipinces.  And  to  this  he  craved  onct  and  again  a  fjpecdjr 
anfwer. 

.  I  was  called  beforelhc  Deputies  of  the  States  of  Hol- 
land^ that  I  might  anfwer  the  two  memorials  that  lay 
before  them  relating  to  myfelf.    I  obfervcd  the  differ- 
ence between  them.    The  one  defired^  that  the  States 
would  puniih  me,  which  did  acknowledge  me  to  be 
^heir  Subje6l.    The  other^  in  contradiAion  to  that, 
laid  claim  to  me  as  the  King's  rebel.     As  to  the  par- 
ticulars comp1ained-of^  I  had  made  no  reflcdion  on 
the  King  |  but  to  the  cpntrary.     I  faid^  my  enemies 
found  it  was  not  yet  time  to  perfecute  for  religion* 
This  infinuated,  that  the  King  could  not  be  brought  to 
it.    And  no  perfon  could  be  offended  with  this,  but 
he  who  thought  it  was  now  not  too  early  to  perfecute« 
As  to  that  of  the  danger  which  I   apprehended  my- 
felf  to  be  in,  I  had  now  more  reafon  than  before  to 
complain  of  it^  fince  the  Envoy  had  fo  publickly  af*- 
firmed,  that  every  one  of  the  King's  fubje£ls  might 
feize  on  any  one  that  was  condemned,  in  what  manner 
foever  they  could^  which  was  either  dead  or  alive*  I  was 
now  the  fubjeft  of  the  States  of  Holland,  naturalized 
in  order  to  a  marriage  among  them,  as  they  all  knew  ; 
And,  therefore,  I  claimed  their  protedlion.     So,  if  I 
was  charged  with  any  thing  that  was  not  according  tq 
law,  I  fubmitted  myfelf  to  their  juAice.  I  fhould  decline 
no  trial,  nor  the  utmoft  feverity,  if  I  had  offended  in 
any  thing.    As  for  the  two  memorials  that  claimed  m^ 
as  a  fugitive  and  a  rebel,  I  could  not  be  l9oked«npoa 
as  a  fugitive  from  Scotland.    It  was  now  fourteen  years 
fince  I  had  left  that  Kingdom,  and  three  fince  I  came 
out  of  England  with  the  King's  leave.     I  had  lived 
a  year  in  the  Hague  evenly ;  and  nothing  was  laid  to 
my  chai^    As  for  th^  fentei^Qe  that  was  pretended  to 
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fcrpift  igtitift  tne^  t  could  hj  notliiiig  to  It^  till  t 
faw  a  copy  of  it. 
TheteMt  The  States  were  fully  fatisfled  with  my  anfwets| 
^^JIIJ^^  and  ordered  a  memorial  tobe  drawn^accordiogtoibeai. 
e4 10018.  7|j^  nifQ  ordered  their  Embaflfador  to  reprefent  to  the 
King  that  he  himfelf  knew  bow  Tacred  a  thing  Nata* 
raliaation  was.  The  faith  and  honour  of  every  Sute 
was  concerned  in  it.  I  had  beei^  naturaliaed  upon 
marrying  one  of  their  fubjefts,  which  was  the  jufteftof 
all  reafons.  If  theKinghad  anything  to  lay  to  my  charge, 
juftice  fiiould  be  done  in  their  Coorts.  The  King  took 
the  matter  very  ill ;  and  faid,  it  was  an  affront  offered 
him,  and  a  juft  caufe  of  war.  Yet,  after  much  paffion^ 
be  faid,  he  did  not  intend  to  make  war  upon  it ;  for 
be  was  not  then  in  a  condition  to  do  it.  But  he  knew 
there  were  defigns  againft  him,  to  make  war  on  him^ 
againft  which  he  (hould  take  care  to  fecure  himfelf; 
And  he  (hould  be  on  his  guard.  The  Embaffador 
^flced  him,  of  whom  be  meant  that.  But  he  did  not 
think  fit  to  explain  himfelf  further.  He  ordered  a 
third  Memorial  to  be  put-in  againft  me,  in  which  the 
article  of  the  treaty  was  fet-forth:  But  no  notice  was 
taken  of  the  anfwers  made  to  that  by  the  States :  But 
it  was  infifted-on,  that,  fince  the  States  were  bound 
not  to  give  fanAuary  to  fugitives  and  rebels,  they  ought 
not  to  examine  the  grounds  on  which  fuch  judgements 
were  given,  but  were  bound  to  execute  the  treaty. 
Upon  this  it  was  obferved,  that  the  words  in  treaties 
ought  to  %e  explained  according  to  their  common 
acceptation,  or  the  fenfe  given  them  in  the  civil  law^ 
and  not  according  to  any  particular  forms  of  Courts, 
where  for  non-appearance  a  writ  of  outlawry,  or  rebel* 
lion  might  lie :  The  fenfe  of  the  word  Rebel  in  common 
«fe  was,  a  man  that  had  bom  arm^,  or  had  plotted 
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agatnft  his  Prince :  Ahd  a  FiigUhs  was  a  mail  that  Hed 
from  juRtce.  The  heat  with  which  the  King  feemed 
Jnflamcd  atgainft  me,  earrivd  him  to  fay  and  do  many 
things  that  were  very  little  to  his  honour. 

•I  had  advertifements  fent  me  of  a  further  progfefii 
in  his  defigns  againft  me.  He  had  it  fuggefted  to  h\m, 
that,  (ince  a  fentence  was  pad  againft  me  for  non-e|i- 
{^earance,  and  the  States  rcfufed  to  deliver  me  up,  he  * 
might  order  private  perfons  to  execute  the  fentence  its 
they  could!  And  it  was  writ  over  very  pofitively,  xhtX 
5000/.  would  be  gtven  to  any  one  that  (houW  murder 
ttie.  A  Gentleman  of  an  unblfmiflied  reputation  writ  jj^^^ 
me  word,  that  he  himfelf,  by  accident.  Taw  an  ord<!r 
drawn  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  but  not  yel  finned,  fbr 
8000/  to  a  blank  perfon  that  was  to  fei2e,  or  deft'roy, 
me.  And  he  alfo  affirmed,  th^t  Prince  George  had 
heard  of  the  fame  things  and  had  defircd  the  perfon  to 
whom  he  trufled  it  to  convey  the  notice  of  it  to  me : 
And  my  author  was  employed  by  that  perfon  to  fend 
the  notice  to  me.  The  King  aflced  Jeffi»ries>  wTiat  ht 
might  do  againft  me  in  a  privkte  way,  now  that  he 
could  not  get  me  into  his  band^.  J^fTerie^  anfwercd, 
he  did  not  fee  how  the  King  could  do  any  more  than 
he  had  done.  He  told  this  to  Mr.  Kirk  to  fend  it  to 
me;  for  he  concluded,  the  King  was  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed to  extremities^  and  only  wanted  the  o}7inion  of  a 
man  of  the  Law  to  juftify  a  more  violent  method.  I 
had  fo  many  difTtrent  advertifements  fent  me  of  this, 
that  I  concluded  a  whifper  of  fuch  a  defign  might  have; 
been  fet-about,  on  defign  to.frfghten  me  into  fome 
mean  fubmiflk>n,  or  into  iiience  at  leaft^  But  it 
had  no  other  efieA  on  me,  but  that  I  ifabifgbt  fit  to 
liay  more  withia  doors^  and  to  ii£i  a  little  orioretlMpL  \ 
ordinary  caution.    I  thank  Ged,  I  waa  vtry  little  con«    . 
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cemed  at  it*    t  rc£lgxied  up  tny  (tfe  ?erf  ftcdy  to  God^ 

I  knew  mj  own  innocence^  wad  the  root  of  all  tbe 

malice  thiLt  was  agaiaft  me.    And  I  never  pofEifled  my 

own  foul  in  a  more  perfeft  caloi^  and  m  a  clecrer  cheer* 

^ittlnefs  of  fpirit,  than  I  did  during  all  tbofe  tbreatniogs^ 

and  the  apprehenfions  tb^t  others  were  in  concemiog- 

.inev    . 

Pensioner     •  Sopq  a^cr  this  g  letter  writ  by  Fagfl,  tbe  Peofioner 

ktSr*o    ^^  Holland,  was  priuted :     Which  leads  me  telook* 

Mr.  Stew-  ^ack  a  lit|le  into  a  tranfafition  that  paOed  in  tbe  former 

nenc        .  year. .  Tbere  was  one  Steward,  a  lawyer  of  Scotknd,  t 

tak<^  into^.  ^^^  ^f  P^^^  parts,  and  of  as  great  ambhion.    He  had 

xi^n "jiSes.  P^^^^^^^  *^  pradlice  of  the  law,  becaufe  alf  that  were 

admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Scotland  were  required  tor 

renonpce  the  Covenant;  which  be  would  not  io.  This 

recommended  him  to  the  confidence  of  that  whole 

,  party.    They  bad  made  great  ufe  of  him,  and  trefied 

him  entirely*    Pen  bad  engaged  him,  (who  had  been 

loBig  copfidered  by  the  King,  as  the-  chnef  manager  of 

ail  the  rebellions  and  plots,  that  had  been  onfoot  thefe 

.  tweniy  years  paft,more  particularly  of  Argile's)to  oome* 

over:  A<)4  he  nndertookj  that  he  ihoul^  not  only  he 

received  into  favour,  but  into  confidence.    He  came/ 

,  before  he  crofled  the  Seas,  to  the  Prince,  and  promifed 

an  inviolable  fidelity  to  hi|n,  and  to  tbe  eommotr 

initereils  of  religion  and  liberty.    He  had  been  oft  witb 

-the  Penfioner,  and  had  a  great  meafure  of  his  oonfi« 

dence.    Upon  bis  coming  to  Court,  he  was  carefled 

.  to  a  degree  that  amaxed  all  who  know  htm.    He  either 

believed,  that  the  King  was  fincere  in  the  profciBona 

he  made,  and  that  his  defigns  went  no  furtbei^  than 

to  fdUle  aftill  Kberty  of  confckneer  Or  be  thou^t,^ 

.that  it  became  a  man  who  bad  been  fo  long  ifn  dif* 

*  grace,  not  t^flitw  anyjealoofies  at  firft,  when  the 
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iCihg  ilirts  fb  gracious  to  hhn;  {{e  lus^ertook  to  4o  aU. 
that  lay  id  his  power  to  advapce  bis  defigns  in  §cot« 
land,  arid  to  repircfient  his  iotentioos  fo  at  the  Hlgae^ 
as  might  indiae  the  Prince  to  a^  hctt^r  opiAion  of 
thah. 

He  opeied  all  this  ia  feveral  lettera  to  the  l^eofioner. 
And  io  tliefe  he  prefled  hitn  yebemently,  ia  the  Kiog^t 
loanie,  atid  by  his  dire&ion»  to  perfuade  (he  P/ioce  tc^ 
concur  with  the  King  iA  procuring  the  lawS  td  he 
repealed*  He  laid  before  bioi  the  idconiiderablenuai* 
ber  of  ikt  Papifis:  So  that  there  wfs  no  reiftfon  to 
apprehend  nlucb  from  them;  He  alio  enlarged  on  the 
fev^rities  that  the  penal  Uws  bad  brought  on  thQ 
Diflenters.  The  King  was  refolred  not  to  corifentiO 
the  repealing  them>  unlefs  the  Tefts  were  taken-away 
with  them:  So  that  the  refuiing  tp.cOnre^t  tq  jd^s 
might  at  another  time  briilg  theni  utider  anptbeit 
fevere  profecutton.  S^ewatd,  after  he  had>ritjaany 
letters  to  this  purpofe  without  reteivitig  aiiy  anfwers^. 
tried  if  he  could  ferve  thte  King  in  Scotland,  with  mon^ 
fuccefs,  than  it  leeibeci  he  was  like  to  have  at  the 
Hague*  But  he  found  there,  that  his  old  friends  weii^ 
liow  much  alienjited  from  hitbi^  loaldng  on  him  as  4 
perl!^  ekitii^ly  giflLinlNi  by  ^e  Courts 

The  )Penriekier  laid  al'l  hisrletti^rs  b^^  the  JPlrince. 
lliey  were  ilfo  brought  to  tne.  The  Prince  ypm  thia 
thought,  thit  a  full  anfwer  made  1^  Fag«i».ia  fudi  ^ 
toanher  as  that  it  ibight  be  publi(hed  as  a  declaration 
of  his  itttentiohs^  might  be  of  ferviice  to  hitn  itt  manir 
tefpaSts;  chiefiy  in  Popifli  Courts^  that  wei^on  eiyil 
tecounts>  inclined  to  an.  iadliance  agaibft  FlrancCj  hu% 
Were  now  pdBefled  with  an  opinion  of  the  Prince,  and 
nf  his  party  in  Englaixd,  as  delSgnipg  nothing  but  the 
%  h%  ruin 


b\6 

niin  and  extirpation  of  all  the  Papifts  In  tliofc  King- 
doms*     So  the  Pcnfioiicr  wrote  a  long  aiifwer   tor 
Steward,  which  was  put  in  Engltfli  by  me. 
The  tcnti-       ^^  began  it  with  great  afliirahces  of  the  Prince  and 
mcms  of     princers's  duty  to  the  King.    They  were  both  of  tliem 
mmiPrincess  much  agamft  all  perfecution  on  the  account  oF religion, 
concxmrns  They  freely  confcnled  to  the  corering  Papifts  fronn  the 
^^^*^    fcveriticst)f  the  laws  made  againft  them,  on  the  account 
>  apiKt.  and  of  their  religion^  and  alfo  that  they  might  have  the  free 
Di:deniefs.  cxercife  of  It  in  private.    They  alfo  confented  to  grant' 
a  full  liberty  to  Diflcntcrs.     Biit  they  could  not  confent 
to  the  repeal  of  thofe  laws,  that  tended  only  to  the 
fecuring  the  Proteftant  religion  j  fuch  as  thofe  concern- 
ing the  Tefis,  which  imported  no  punifliment,  but  only 
an  incapacity  of  being  in  publick  employments,  which 
could  not  be  complained -of  as  great  feverilies.    This 
N.  B.     ^^'  ^  caution  obferved  in  all  Nations,  and  was  now 
neceflary,  for  fecuring  both  the  publick  peace  and  the 
eftabliAicd   religion.     If  the  numbers  of  the  Papifts 
were  fo  fmall  as  to  make  them  inconiiderabie,  then  it 
was  not  reafonable  to  make  fuch  a  change  for  the  fake 
of  a  few.    And  if  thofe  few,  that  pretended  to  publick 
employments,  would  do  all  their  own  party  To  great  s 
prejudice,   as  not  to  fuffer  the  King  to  be  content 
with  the  repeal  of  the  penal  laws,  unlefs  they  could  get 
into  the  oiSces  of  trnft,  then  their  ambitton  was  only 
to  be  blamed,  if  the  offers  now  made  were  not  accepted. 
The  matter  was  very  ftrongly  argued  thro*  the  whole 
Letter:   And  the  Prince  and  Princefs's  zeal  for  the 
Proteftant  Religion  was  fet*out  In  terms,  that  could  not 
be  very  acceptable  to  the  King,     The  Letter  was 
carried   by  Steward  to   the  King,  and  was  brought 
hy  him  into  the  cabinet-counciU    But  nothing  follow- 
ed 


517 

cd  iheii  upon  It.  The  King  ordered  Steward  to  write-  N.  B. 
back,  that  he  would  either  ha\re  all  or  nothing.  All 
theLay-Papiftd  of  England^  who  were  not  engaged  in  the 
intrigues  of  the  Pricfts,  prcflTcd  earneftly  that  the  King 
would  accept  of  the  repeal  of  the  penal  laws ;  which  f^  ^ 
was  oflerod^  and  would  have  made  theni  both  eaf^ 
and  fafe  for  the  future.  The  Emperor  was  fully 
satisfied  with  what  was  offered  ;  and  promifed  to  ufe  his 
intereft  at  Rome,  to  get  the  Pope  to  write  to  the  King 
to  accept  of  this^  as  a  ftep  to  the  other  ;  But  I  could 
not  learn  whether  be  did  it,  or  not.  If  he  did,  it  bad 
no  efTeft.  The  King  was  in  all  points  governed  by  the 
Jefuits,  and  the  French  Embaffador. 

Father Petre,  as  he  had  been  long  in  thecon£kIence|Was  Father  re- 
now  brought  to  the  Council. boar d,  and  made  a  Privy  counsellor 
tlounfellori  And  it  was  given-KJut)  that  the  King  was 
refolvcd  to  get  a  Cardinal's  Cap  for  him,  and  to  make 
htm  Archbilhop  of  York.  The  Pope  was  ftill  firm  to 
his  refolution  agairift  it.  But  it  was  hoped  that  the 
King  would  conquer  it,  if  not  in  theprefent,  yet  at  fur- 
theft  in  the  next  Pontificate.  The  King  refolved  at  the 
fame  time  not  to  difguft  the  Sectilar  Priefts :  So  Biihop 
Leyburn,  whom  Cardinal  Howard  had  fent-over  with 
the  Epifcopai  chara£ker,  was  made  much  ufe  of  in 
appearance,  tbo'  he  had  no  great  (bare  in  the  couniels. 
There  was  a  fa&ion  fonned  between  the  Seculars  and 
the  Jefuits,  which  was  fometimes  jiear  breaking*out 
into  an  open  rupture.  But  the  King  was  fo  partial  to 
the  Jefuits,  that  the  others  found  they  were  not  on 
equal  terms  with  them.  Tberr  were  three  other  Bi- 
(hops  coufccrated  for  England.  And  tbefe  four  were 
ordered  to  make  a  progrefs  and  circuit  over  tlngland,  . 
confirming,  and  doing  other  Epifcopai  offioes^  in  all 
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ntMnfir  the  paru  of  England^    Givat  numbers  gathered  abovt 
^uitt.      them,  wherefoever  they  went. 

Th^  Jeruita  thpught  all  was  fure,  and  that  tfadr 
fch|»n^  was  fo  well  laid  ths^t  it  cQuId  not  mifcarry. 
And  they  had  fo  poflefled  that  pontempti^le  tool   of 
theirs,  AlbevUle,  witbthis,  that  be  feemed,  upon  his 
return  to  the  Hagjue^  to  he  fo  fapguine,  that  he  did  not 
fticjc  to  fpeak«out|  what  a  wifer  man  would  have  fup* 
prc0ed  though  h^  had  believed  it.    Oqe  day,  when, 
the  Prinpe  was  fpeaking  of  th^  promifes  the  ^ing  had 
^ade,  and  the  oath  that  he  had  fwom,  tp  maintain  the 
laws  and  the  eftabli(hed  Church>  be,  ioftead  of  preteiid- 
ing  that  the  |!Ling  (lill  Jcepthis  v^qrd,  faid,  f'  upon  fome 
occai^Qns  Prinpes  muft  forget  their  promifes/'    Audi 
wh^n  tjie  Prince  f^jiid,  that  the  l^ing  ought  to  have  mora 
regard  tp  the  Church  of  England,  which  was  the  main 
body  qf  the  Nation,  Albeville  anfwered,  ^^  tha  tbe  bodjr 
which  he  polled  the  Cbqrcb  of  England  wouM  not 
have  being  twp  years  to  an  end/'    Thus  he  fpoke-ou^ 
thedefigns  of  the  Court,  both  too  early  and  too  openly.. 
9ut  at  the  (anie  time  he  behaved  hiqirelf  in  all  other 
refpe^  fo  poorly,  tbat  be  became  the  jeft  of  the  Hague. 
Tbe  foreign  Minift^rs,  Mr.  D^  Avaqx  the  French  £m« 
ba^adornot  excepted,  did  not  know  how  to  excufe,  or 
bear  with,  his  weakn^fs,  whiob  appeared  on  all  opcafion^ 
dnd  iQ  all  companies. 
"^-ll^P^        What  he  wrote  to  England  upon  his  firft  audienoea 
jmcT  WM    ^^  ^^^  known.    But  it  was  foon  after  fpread  up  and 
mdwas     down  the  Kingdom,  very  artificii^Iy  and  with  much, 
fdyed  with  indu^lry,  that  the  Prince  9pd  Princefs  had  now  oon* 
^  all  over  fent^  to  the  repeal  of  the  Teds,  as  well  as  of  the  penal 
^^^^^    Iaw9«  This  was  writ  over  by  many  hands  to  the  Hague. 
Tl|e  Prioce^  lo  prevent  the  )U  effe^  thatmight  follow 
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on  fuch  reports,  gave  orders  to  print  the  Pcnfioner's 
letter  to  Steward  ;  which  was  fent  to  all  the  parts  of 
England,  and  was  received  with  an  univerfal  jdy. 
The  Diflenters  faw  themfeves  now  fafe  io  his  inten- 
tions towards  them.  The  Churcb*party  was  confinned 
in  their  zeal  for  maintaining  theTefts.  And  the  Lay* 
Papifts  feemed  likewifc  to  be  fo  well  pleafed  with  it, 
that  they  complained  of  thofe  ambitious  Priefts,  and 
hungry  Courtiers,  who  were  refolvcd,  raiher  than  lay- 
down  their  afpirings  and  other  proje£ts,  to  leave  them 
ftill  expofed  to  the  fevcrities  of  the  laws,  though  a 
freedom  from  thefe  was  now  offered  to  them.  Bat  it 
watf  not  cafy  to  judge,,  whether  tbijs  was  fincer^y 
.  me^nt  by  them,  or  if  k  was  only  a  popular  art,  Io 
•recommend  thomfelves  under  fiich  a  moderate  appeal 
anee.  The  Court  f%w  the  hurt  that  this  Letter  did 
dMOi.  At  firft  they  hoped  to  have  ftifled  it  by  cailiag 
k  an  imp6fl.ure.  But,  When  they  were  dtiven  from 
ibatt  the  King  be^n  to  fpeak  feverely  and  indecently 
0f  the  Prince,  not  only  to  all  about  hkn,  but  even  to 
foreign  Minifters :  And  refolved  to  put  Cucb  marks  of 
bis  Indigtiation  upon  him,  as  (hoidd  let  all  the  world 
fee  how  deep  HI  was. 
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ANOTHER  EXTRACT  FROM  BISHOP  BURNET'S  HIS- 
TORY OF  HIS  OWN  TIMES.  CONTAINING  AN 
ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  KING  CHARLES 
THE  SECOND,  AND  THE  GROONOS  FOR  SUPPOS- 
ING THAT  HE  WAS  POISONED. 


.  There  was  at  this  time  a  new  fchetne  formed^  that 

A  new 

tchcme  of  very  probably  would  have  for  ever  broken  the   King 

menu '      and  the  Duke.    But  how  it  was  laid  was  fo  great  & 

fecret,  that  I  could  never  penetrate  into  it.     It  was 

•laid  at  Lady  Portfrnouth's.   Barilion  and  Lord  Sunder^ 

land  were  the  chief  managers  of  it.    Lord  Godoiphin 

was  aifo  in  it.    The  Duke  of  Monmouth  came-over 

fecretly.     And^  tho'  he  did  not  fee  the  King,  yet  be 

•    went- back  very  well  pleafcd  with  bis  journey.    But  be 

•never  told  his  reafon  to  any,  that  I  know  of.  Mr.  May, 

of  the  privy^purfe,  told  me,  that  he  was  told  there  was  a 

defign  tp  break-cut,  with  which  he  bimfclf  would  be 

well-pleafed :    And  when  it  was  ripe,  he  was  to  be 

called-on  to  come  and  manage  the  King's  temper, 

which  no  man  underflood  better  than  he  didj  for  be 

bad  been  bred  about  the  King  ever  fince  he  was  a 

child ;  And,  by  his  pod,  he  was  in  the  fecrct  of  all  his 

amours  i  but  was  contrary  to  his  notions  in  every  thing 

elfe,  both  with  relation  to  Popery,  to  France,  and  to 

Arbitrary  government.    Yet  he  was  fo  true  to  the 

King,  in  that  lend  confidence  in  which  he  employed 

liim,  that  the  King  had  charged  him  never  to  prefa 

him 
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btm  10  any  thing,  foas  ta  provoke  hini.  By  this 
uieajis  he  kepi  all  cfais  while  much  at  a  diOance ;  for  he 
would  not  enter  into  any  dircourfe  with  the  King  on 
matters  of  Sate,  till  the  King  began  with  him.  And  he 

•  told  me,  be  knew,  by  the  King'i  way,  that  things  were 
.  not  yet  quite  ripe,  nor  be  thoroughly  fixed  on  the 
.  defign.    That  with  which  they  were  to  begin  was,  the 

fending  the  Duke  to  Scotland.     And  it  was  generally 

believed,  that,  if  the  two  brothers  (hould  be  once  part- 

.  ed,  they  would  never  meet  again.    The  King  fpoke  to 

the  Duke  concerning  his  going  to  Scotland  :   And  he 

•  anfwered,  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  it :  Upon 
which,  the  King  replied,  that  either  the  Duke  muft  go, 
or  that  he  himfe]f  would  go  thither. 

'     The  King  was  obferved  to  be  more  than  ordinarily 

•  penfive.  And  hisfbudnefs  to  Lady  Portfniouth  increaf- 
ed,  and  broke-out  in  very  indecent  inftances.  The 
Grand  Prior  of  France,  the  Duke  of  Vendome's  brother, 

'  had  made  fome  application  to  that  Lady,  witli  which 

•  the  King  was  highly  offended.  It  was  faid,  the  King 
canie-tn  on  a  fudden,  and  faw  that  which  provoked  himi 
So  he  commanded  him  immediately  to  go  out  of  Elng  ] 
land.  Yet,  after  that,  the  King  carefled  her  in  the 
view  of  all  people,  which  be  had  never  done  on  any 
occafion,  or  to  any  perfon,  formerly.  The  King  was 
obferved  to  be  colder  and  more  referved  to  the  Duke 
than  ordinary.  But  ^'^ifhat  was  under  all  this"  was  flill 
a  deep  fecret.  Lord  Halifax  was  let  into  no  part  of  it. 
Hefiill  went-on  againft  Lord.  RocheRer.  He  com* 
plained  in  council,  that  there  were  many  razures  in 
the  books  of  the  Treafury,  and  that  feveral  leaves  were 
cQUout  of  tbofe  books:  And  he  moved  the  King  to  go 
to  the  Treafary-chamhcr,  that  the  books  might  be 
laid  before  him,  and  that  be  might  judge  of  the  matter 

upon 
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Feb.  9,      upon  fighu    So  the  King  naoked  die  next  Mondsy. 

kGBA-i.  ^^j  j^  ^^3  ^1^^  cxpeded,  that  (he  Earl  of  Rochcfter 
would  have  been  turned^otU  of  all»  if  not  fent  to  tlie 
Towen  And  a  mtiTage  waa  foil  to  Mr.  May^  then  m,% 
Windfor,  to  defire  him  16  eome  to  Coiirl  that  dajr* 
which  it  was  expcdtd  would  prove  a  critical  day. 
And  it  proved  to  be  fo  indeed^  tho'  in  a  diSerent 
way. 

The  Rinses     All  tfais  winter  the  King  looked  better  (ban  he  had 

sickness,     j^j^  f^^  many  years.    He  bad  a  hnmoar  in  bit  leg, 
whicb  looked  like  the  beginning  of  the  gout :  So  that 
for  fome  weeks  he  could  not  walk,  as  he  ufed  to  do 
generally,  three  or  four  hours  a  day  in  the  Faric;  whioh 
he  did  commonly  fo  fafti  that,  as  it  wad  really  an 
exercife  to  hinifelf,  foit  wai  a  trouble  to  all  about  him 
to  hold-up  with  him.     In  the  ftate  the  King  was  in, 
be,  not  being  able  to  walk,  fpent  much  of  his  time  in 
his  laboratory,  and  was  running  a  procefii  for  tbe  fixing 
of  Mercury.    On  the  firft  of  February,  being  a  Sim- 
day,  he  eat  little  all  day,  and  came  to  Lady  Portfmouth 
at  night,  and  called  fi>r  a  porringer  of  fpoon-noeat.    It 
was  made  too  ftrong  for  bb  (lomach.    So  be  eat  little 
of  it :  And  he  bad  an  unquiet  night    In  the  morning 
one  Dr.  King,  a  Pbyfician  and  a  Cbymift,  came,  as  be 
had  been  ordered,  to  wait  on  him.    All  tbe  King's 
difcourfe  to  him  was  fo  broken,  that  be  coold  not 
imderftand  what  he  meant.    And  the  DoAor  conclud- 
ed, he  was  under  fome  great  diforder,  eitbcr  in  bis 
^mind,  or  in  his  body.    The  Do£kor,  amased  at  thta, 
went-out,  Md,  meeting  witb  tbe  Lord  Peterborough,  be 
faid,  the  King  was  in  a  (Irange  humour^  for  heifid 
not  fpeak  one  word  of  fenfe.    Lord  Peterborough  de- 
iired  he  would  go-in  again  to  the  bedchamber,  which 
he  did.    And  be  was  fcarce  coikie-in,  whto  tbe  King, 

who 
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who  feemed  all  the  wM^  to  be  in  great  confuflcn^ 
fell-down  all  of  a  fudden  in  a  fit  like  an  Apoplexy ; 
Hclooked  black,  and  his  eyes  turned  in  his  bead.  The 
Fhyfician,  who  bad  beeq  formerly  an  eminent  Sur«> 
geon^  faid,  it  was  impoifible  to  fave  the  King's  life^  if 
one  minute  was  loft :  He  would  rather  venture  on  the 
rigour  of  ihe  law,  than  leave  the  King  to  periih.  And 
fo  he  let  him  blood.  The  King  came  out  of  that  fit ; 
And  the  phyficiaqs  approved  what  Dr.  King  had  done : 
Upon  which  the  Privy  Counql  ordered  him  a  thoufand 
pound }  which  yet  was  never  paid  him.  Tho*  the  King 
came  out  of  that  Qt,  yet  the  ttk&s  of  it  hung  ftill  upon 
him^  fo  that  he  was  much  opprefled.  And  the  phyfici- 
ans  did  very  much  apprehend  the  return  of  another  fit, 
and  that  it  would  carry  him  off:  So  they  looked  on 
}iim  as  a  dead  man.  The  Biihop  of  London  fpoke  a 
little  to  him,  to  difpofe  him  to  prepare  for  whatever 
might  be  before  him,  to  which  the  King  anfwered  not 
a  word.  But  that  was  imputed  partly  to  the  Bifliop's 
cold  way  of  fpeaking,  and  partly  to  the  ill  opinion  they 
had  of  him  at  Court,  as  too  bufy  in  oppofition  to 
Popery.  Sancroft  made  a  very  weighty  exhortation  to 
him  t  in  ^ich  he  ufed  a  good  degree  of  fireedom,  which, 
he  faid,  was  nece^ary,  fince  he  was  going  to  be  judged 
by  one  who  was  no  refpeder  of  perfons.  To  him  the- 
King  made  no  anfwer  neither ;  nor  yet  to  Ken,  tbo* 
the  moft  in  favour  with  him  of  all  the  Biihops.  Some 
imputed  this  to  an  inff  nfibility ;  of  which  too  vifible 
an  inftance  appeared,  finoe  Lady  Portfmouth  fat  in  the 
bed,  taking  care  of  him  as  a  wife  of  a  hufband.  Others 
guefled  truer,  that  it  would  appear  he  was  of  another 
feltgion.  On  Thurfilay  a  fecond  fit  returned.  And  peb.  5, 
llien  the  phyficiana  told  the  Duke^  Aai  the  King  was  ^^^^'^- 
DOt  like  to  live  a  day  to  aq  end, 

The 
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He  received     The  Duke  immediately  ordered  Hudlcfton,  the  Pricft 
ments  from  that  had  a  great  hand  in  faving  the  King  at  Worceftcr 
Priwr*"     fig*^^*  (fo""  ^^^^^  ^^  ^'^«  excepted  out  of  All  fcvere  aSs 
that  were  made  againft  Pritfts,)  to  be  brought  to  the 
lodgings  under  the  bed-chamber.    And  when  he  was 
told  what  was  to  be  done,  he  was  in  great  confufiou  ; 
for  he  had  no   hoftie  about  him.     But   he  ^ent  ta 
another  Pried,  that  lived  in  the  Court,  who  gave  him 
the  pix  with  an  hoflie  in  it.    But  that  poor  Prieft  was 
fo  frighted,  that  he  run  out  of  Whitehall  in  fuch  hafte 
that  he  (Iruck  againft  a  poft,and  fecmed  to  be  in  a  fit  of 
madnefs  with  fear.     As  foou  as  fiudleflon  bad  prepar- 
ed every  thing  that  was  ncceffary,  the  Duke  whifpered 
the  King  in  the  ear.     Upon  that  the  King  ordered  that 
all  who  t^'ere  in  the  bed  chamber  to  withdraw,  except 
the  Earls  of  Bath,  and  Fevcrfliam :     And  the  door 
was  double-locked.     The  company  was  kept-out  half 
an  hour :  Only  Lord  Feverftjam  opened  the  door  once, 
and  called  for  a  glafs  of  water.    Cardinal  Howard  told 
me  at  Rome,  that  Hudlefion,  according  to  thtf  rela- 
tion that  he  fcnt  thither,  made  the  King  togo  thro'  fome 
a£ts  of  contrition,  and,  after  fuch  a  conteffion  as  be 
could  then  make,  he  gave  him  Abfolution  and  the  other 
Sacraments.    The  hollie  (luck  in  his  throat :  And  that 
was  the  occaiion  of  calling  for  a  glafs  of  water.    He 
alfo  gave  him  extream  Undion.    All  mud  have  been 
performed  very  fuperficiallyi  fince  it  was  fo  foon  ended. 
But  the  King  feemed  to  be  at  great  eafe  upon  it.    It 
was  given-out,  that  the  King  faid  to  Hudlefton,  that  be 
bad  faved  him  twice,  firft  his  body,  and  now  bis  fool ; 
and  that  he  afked  him,  if  he  would  hare  hm  declare 
hijmfelf  to  be  of  their  Church.    But  it  feems  be  was 
prepared  for  this,  and  fo  diverted  the  King  from  it ;  and 
faid,  he  took  it  upon  him  to  fatisfy  the  world  in  that 

particular. 
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particular.  R«it,  tTio*,  by  the  principles  of  all  religiong 
whaifoever,  he  ought  to  hav^  obliged  him  to  make 
open  profefflon  of  his  religion,  yet,  it  feenis,  the  con- 
fequences  of  that  tvere  apprehended ;  for  without  doubt 
tliat  poor  Prieft  aSted  by  the  direftions  that  were  givca 
him.  The  company  was  fuffercd  to  come-in.  And 
the  Xing  went  through  the  agonies  of  Death  with  a  calm 
and  a  conflancy,  that  amazed  all  who  were  about  himj 
and  knew  how  he  had  lived.  This  made  fome  conclude, 
that  he  had  made  a  will,  andth&t  his  quiet  was  the' 
effeft  of  that.  Ken  applied  himfclfmnch  to  the  awak- 
ing the  King's  confcicnec.  He  fpoke  with  a  great 
elevation,  both  of  ihonght  and  cxpreffion,  like  a  man 
infpired,  as  thofc  who  were  prefenf  told  mo.  He  refum* 
ed  the  matter  often,  and  pronounced  many  ftort 
ejaculations  artd  prayers,  which  affefied  all  that  were 
prefenl,  except  him  that  was  the  moft  c6ncerned  ;  who 
feemed  to  take  no  notice  of  him,  and  made  no  anfwers 
to  him.  He  prefled  the  King'  fix  or  feven  limes  to 
receive  the  Sacrament.  But  the  King  always  declined 
It,  faying,  he  was  very  weak.  A  tdble,  with  the  elements 
upon  it  ready  to  be  confecratcd,  was  brought  into  the 
room  5  which  occafioned  a  report  to  be  then  fprcad 
about,  that  he  had  received  it.  Ken  prefled  him  to 
declare  that  he  dcfired  it,  and  that  he  died  in  the  Com- 
munion of  the  Church  of  England.  To  that  he  anfWer- 
cd  nothing.  Ken  afked  him,  if  he  defired  Abfolution 
of  his  fins.  It  feems  the  King,  if  he  then  thought  any 
thing  at  all,  thought  that  would  do  him  no  hurt.  So 
Ken  pronounced  it  over  him :  For  which  he  was  blamed,' 
fince  the  King  expreflfed  no  fenfe  of  forrow  for  his  paft 
life,  nor  any  purpofe  of  amendment.  It  was  thought 
to  be  a  proftitution  of  the  peace  of  the  Church,  to  give 
it  to  one,  who,  after  a  life  led  as  the  King's  had  been, 

feemed 
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be  faid  to  him.  Ken  was  alfo  cenfured  for  another 
piece  of  indecency:  He  t>rerented  the  Duk€  of  Rich* 
mond^  Lady  I\irtrmouth'$  fon^  to  be  bleffed  by  thp 
King*  Upon  this  some  that  were  in  the  room  criecU 
out>  <<  the  King  was  their  common  &ther«^  And,  upm 
that,  all  kneeled  down  for  his  bleffing  ;  which  begartf 
thenk  The  King  fufiered  much  inwardly,  and  faid,  he 
V.  ^  was  burnt*up  wifchin ;  of  which  he  complained  oftcn^ 
but  with  great  decency*  He  faid  once,  he  hoped  he 
(hould  climb-tlp  to  heaven^s  gates,  which  was  the  only 
word  favouring  of  religion  that  be  was  heard  to  fpeab 

He  gathered  all  his  firength  to  fpeak  his  laft  wurda 
to  the  Duke,  lo  which  every  one  hearkened  with  great 
attention.  He  exprcfTed  bill  kindnefs  to  him,  and  that 
be  now  delivered  all  over  to  him  with  great  joy.  He 
recommended  Lady  Portfmouth  over  and  over  again 
to  him«  He  faid,  he  had  always  loved  her,  and  he 
loved  her  now  to  the  laft  ;  and  befboght  the  Duke,  in 
as  melting  words  aa  he  could  fetch-out,  to  be  very 
kind  to  her  and  to  her  Ton*  He  recommended  his 
other  children  to  him  :  And  concluded^  **  let  not  poor 
Nelly  ftarve;''  that  was  Mrs*  Gwyn.  But  be  laid 
nothing  of  the  Queen,  nor  anyone  word  of  his  people^ 
or  of  hif  fen-ants :  Nor  did  he  fpeak  one  word  of  reli 
gion,  or  concerning  the  payment  of  his  debts^  tho' he 
left  behind  bim  about  90>odo  guineas,  which  he  had 
gathered,  either  out  of  the  privy  purfe^  or  out  of  the 
money  which  was  fent  him  from  France,  or  by  othei* 
methods,  and  which  he  had  kept  fo  fecretly  that  no 
peribn  whatfoever  knew  any  thing  of  it 
His  deaciu  He  continued  in  the  agony  till  Friday  at  eleven 
a  clock,  being  the  fixth  of  February,  1684-5 ;  and  then 
died  in  the  fifty-fourth  ^ear  of  bis  age^  after  he  had 

reigned 
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reigned^  if  we  rctvkonfmxQ  his  fathered  deaths  thirty- 
fix  ycfrs,  and  eighl  days;  or^^  if  \ve  .reckon  from  his 
Reftoralion). twenty-four  years^  eight  months^  aod  nine 
days.  There  were  fliany  very  9pparent  fulpicions  of 
his  being  poiioned ;  For,  t^o'  the  firft  accefs  looked  like 
an  apoplexy^  yet  it  waa  plain  in  the  pn^refs  of  it  that  it 
wa9  no  apoplexy.  When  his  body  was  opened,  the 
pbyficians  who  viewed  it  were»  as  it  were,  led,  by  thofis 
who  might  fufpeA  the  truth,  to  look  upon  the  parta 
that  were  certainly  foModf  But  hotbLou/er  and  Neid* 
bam^  tiwo  famous  phyficians,  told  me,  they  plainly 
difpemed  two  or  three  blue  fpots  on' the  outfidc  of  the 
.  ftomach.  Needbam  called  twice  to  have  it  opened : 
But  the  furgeons  feemed  not  to  hear  him.  And  when 
he  moved  it  the  fecond  time,  he>  as  he  told  me,  heard 
Lower  fay  to  one  that  fiood  next  him, ''  Needham  will 
undo  ua,  calling  thus  to  have  th^  (lomach  opened  \  for 
, he  may  fee  they  will^not  do  it.*'  They  were  diverted  tp 
look  to  fomewhat  elfe :  And,  when  they  returned  to 
look  upon  the  ftomach,  it  was  carried*away :  So  that 
it  waa  never  viewed.  Le  Fevn,  a  French  phy6cian, 
told  me,  he  faw  a  blacknefs  in  the  fhoulder :  Upon 
which  he  uu^e  an  incifion,  and  faw  it  was  all  mortifi* 
cd«  Short,  another  phyfician,  (who  was  a  Papift,  hut 
ifter  a  form  of  his  own,}  did  very  much  fufpeft  foul 
dealing :  And  he  had  talked  more  freely  of  it,  than 
any  of  the  Proteftants  durft  do  at  that  time.  But  he 
was,  not  long  after,  taken  fuddently  ill,  upon  a  lai^ 
draught  of  wormwood  wine,  which  he  had  drunk  in 
the  houfe  of  a  Popifh  patient,  that  lived  near  the 
Tpwer,  who  had  fent  for  him>  of  which  he  died.  And, 
as  he  faid  to  Lower,  Millingtorty .  and  fome  other  pby- 
ficians, he  believed  that  he  himfelf  was  poifoned,  for  ^>  ^' 
bis  having  fpokcn  fo  freely  of  the  King's  death*    The 
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Khig^s  body  was  indecently  negleftcd.  Sortie  parts  df 
his  inwards,  arid  fome  places  of  the  fat,  were  left  ih 
the  wattr  in  which  they  were  wafhed :  All  which 
were  fo  carelefsly  lookcd-afterj  that,  the  w^ter  being 
poared^out  at  a  ftnllery-hole  that  went  to  a  drain,  ifi 
tlie  mouth  of  which  a  grate  lay,  thcfe  were  fcen  lying 
on  the  crrate  many  days  afttr.  His  funeral  was  very 
mem.  He  did  not  He  in  (late !  No  mournings  were 
given :  And  the  expense  of  it  was  not  equal  to  what 
an  ordinary  Nobleman's  funeral  will  rife  to.  Many 
upon  this  faid,  that  he  deferred  better  from  hts  brother, 
than  to  be  thus  ungratefully  treated  in  ceremonies  that 
are  publick,  and  that  make  an  itnpreffion  on  thofe  who 
fee  ihcm,  and  who  will  make  fevere  obfervations  and 
inferences  on  fuch  omilFions.  But,  fince  I  have  men- 
tioned the  (ufpicions  of  poifon,  as  the  caafe  of  bis 
death,  I  muft  add,  I  never  heard  any  lay  thofe  fufpi- 
cions  on  his  brother.  But  his  dying  fo  critically,  as 
it  were  in  the  minlite  in  which  he  feemed  to  begin  a 
turn  of  aflfairs,  made  it  be  generally  the  more  believed, 
^nd  that  the  Papifts  had  done  it,  either  by  the  means 
of  fome  of  Lady  Portfm  -JutVs  fervants,  or,  as  fome 
fancied,  by  poifoned  fnuflP;  for  fo  many  of  the  fmall 
veins  of  the  btaitt  were  burft,  that  the  brain  was  ili 
great  diforder,  and  no  judgment  could  be  made  con- 
cerning it.  To  this  I  (hall  add  a  Very  furprifing  ftory  •, 
that  I  had  In  November,  1 709,  from  Mr.  Henly  of 
Hampftiire.  He  told  me,  that,  when  the  Dutcbefs 
of  Portfmouth  camcover  to  England  in  the  year  i5yg, 
he  heard,  that  ihe  had  talked  as  if  King  Charles  had 
been  poifoned }  which  be  defiring  to  have  from  her 
own  mouth,  (he  gave  him  this  account  of  it.  She 
was  always  prelfing  the  King  to  make  bojlh  himfelf 

*  This  is  added  to  the  original  in  a  loose  sheet. 
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and  his  people  eafy,  and  to  come  to  a  full  agreement 
with  his  Parliament:  And  he  was  come  to  a  final-refo- 
lution  of  fending  away  his  brother,  and  of  calling  a 
Parliament;  which  was  to  be  executed  the  next  day  N.  B. 
after  he  fell  into  that  fit  of  which  he  died*  She  was 
put  upon  the  fecret,  and  fpoke  of  it  to  no  perfon  alive, 
but  to  her  Confeflbr :  But  the  Confeflbr,  (he  believed, 
told  it  to  fume,  who,  feeing  what  was  to  follow,  took 
that  wicked  courfe  to  prevent  it.  Having  this  firom  fo 
worthy  a  perfon,  as  I  have  fet  it  down  without  adding 
the  leaft  circumftance  to  it,  I  thought  it  too  important 
not  to  be  mentioned  in  his  biflory.  It  difcovcrs  both  the 
knavery  of  Confeflbrs,  and  the  praftices  of  Papifts,  fo 
evidently,  that  there  is  no  need  of  making  any  further 
reflections  on  it. 
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THE 

PAPISTS* 

BLOODY  OATH  OF  SECRECY 

LITANY  OF  INTERCESSION 

rot 

ENGLAND : 

With  the  Manner  of  taking  the  Oath,  upon  their 
entring  into  any  Grand  Con/piracy  againft  the 
ProUjlanU. 

As  it  was  taken  in  the  Chapel  belonging  to  Bam^ 
&oti;-Ha]l,theRefidence  of  Sir  Tlxmuit  Ga/coigm, 
from  William  Rujbion,  a  Popiih  Prieft. 


BY  ROBERT  EOLRON,  GENT. 


JOYlt   16*Dlft  DICKMBBIff   1080. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Robert  Bolron  have  Uberiyfrom  ibit 

Haufct  to  print  and  fuhli/b  the /aid  Oath  of  Secrecy 

and  Litany,    * 

W.  Goldftrough,  Ckr.  D.  C. 


LONDON: 

Printed  in  the  Tear  1680.  Reprinted  for  S.  Slow, 
and  Sold  over- againft  St.  CUmenfs  Church  in  the 
Strand.    1745* 
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Jovis  1 6  Dii  Decembris  i68o. 

A  Petition  of  Mr,  Robert  Bolron^  dcfiring  Leave 
from  This  hmfe,  to  print  the  PAPISTS'  Oatk  of  Se- 
crecy y  and  Litany  of  Intetcejfwnfor  England  therein 
inontioned^  was  Read. 


Ordered, 

Xhat  Mr.  Robert  Bolron  have  Liberty  from  This 
Hou/e  to  Print  and  PubU/b  the  said  Oath  of  Se- 
CUBCT  and  LlTAKT. 

William  Goldibrougli, 
Cler.  J)om^  Com. 


The 
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THE 


INFORMATION,  4^c. 


AFTER  the  atiiieiit  Piety,  Zeal,  atid  Striftnefs  of 
Life,  exemplary  in  th^  Primitive  Chriftians,  had,  in  a 
ineafure,put  the  Dominion  of  this  World,  and  the  Keys 
of  the  next,  into  the  Hands  of  the  Clergy  ;  Care  of  gain- 
ing Souls  became,  in  a  few  Centuries,  obsoleted  ;  The 
former  iliuftrious  Times  of  Virtue  vanifhed,  and  a 
gloomy  Night  of  Ignorance  foon  overspread  the  Uni- 
verfe.  The  Clergy,  the  Authors  of  this  Unhappinefsj 
(Guding  their  Religion  and  Greatnefs  muft  be  main- 
tained by  Power  and  Policy ;  and  confcious  to  them- 
felvcs,  that  their  Lives  and  Doftrine  held  no  good 
Correfpondence  with  the  Purity  and  Poverty  of  their 
Predeceffors,)  took  a  Courfe  (becaufe  they  had  little  left 
of  their  own)  to  trade  with  Che  Piety  of  the  Ages  paft^ 
and  prop-up  their  own  Ignorance  and  Sloth  by  that 
Means*  To  work  they  go  j  they  make  Gods  of  the 
deceafcd  Propagators  of  Chriftianity,  and  enflirine  their 
Rotten  Bones,  or  thofe  of  others,  in  Cafes  of  Gold  and 
Silver.  The  next  Thing  was,  to  perfuade  or  compel 
the  People  to  adore  them.  In  this  Erefting  a  new 
Order  of  Demi-gods,  they  imitated  the  Pagans  in  their 
Wickednefs,  but  not  in  their  Virtue  or  Valour,  and 
clapped  the  feftivals  of  thefe  new  Pa- Gods  into  the 
Calendar,  in  Places  of  the  old  Holy-days  of  Saturn^- 
2  M  3  Minifva, 
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Minet^a,  end  Bacchus,  &c.  This  Projeft  antwaei 
Expedation  ;  they  grew  greater,  but  not  better.  The 
Miracles  pretendedly  wrought  at  thofe  Shrines^  and 
Multitude  of  CeremonieSj  dazled  the  Vulgar,  supported 
the  Reputation,  and  Tupplied  the  Defeft  of  the  Clergy* 
The  glorious  Lives,  Wcmders,  and  Martyrdoms^  of 
the  Antients  were  made  into  Mantles  to  hide  the 
Ignorance,  Luft,  and  Avarice,  of  worthlefs  Impoftors  ; 
and  Laws  every-where  were  made  to  reftrain  Mea  firom 
peeping  into  the  Ark  of  the  Church,  And,  to  ftrip 
Princes  privily  of  their  Power,  and  to  draw  theirSubje^ 
to  other  Dependencies,  numerous  Orders  and  Societiea 
are  conjured- up,  (as  though  the  Laiety  had  not  groaned 
enough  under  the  Seculars,)  to  ereA  a  kingdom  in  every 
Kingdom  for  the  Pope,  and  to  fupply  him  in  every 
Comer  with  a  Villain  Spiritual,  to  fiab  or  poifon  what 
Potentates  he  pleafes. 

Things  thus  jogg'd-on  till  the  Days  of  our  Grand- 
fathers ;  when  in  England  the  Pope  and  his  Clergy 
were  fecluded,  and  it  was  made  Death  for  any  Rond/b 
Pried  to  enter  the  Realm.  Yet,  fince,  they  have  not 
only  come  hither,  but,  by  Help  of  Fa&orsandProfelyies, 
have  acquired  great  Eftates  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  are 
now  endeavouring  to  deftroy  us  all,  and  introduce 
Vopery. 

This  is  a«  clear  as  Noourday,  by  many  Tefiimonies, 
among  which,  this  Oath  following  is  a  mod  notorioua 
Evidence,  on  which  I  (hall  make  fume  Remarks. 
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THE  OATH  OP  SECRECY, 

Given  by  If^lliam  Rufhton^  to  mt  Robert  Bolton^ 
thefecondof  jP^^uarj^  16T6-7# 

In  ilie  Name  of  the  Father y  arid  of  the  Son^  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghojf,    Amen. 


I9  RobEkT  BoLROK,  leing  in  the  Presence  of 
Almighty  God,  the  Blessed  Mary  ever  Ftrgirtf 
the  Blessed  Michael  the  Archangel,  the  Blessed 
St.  John  Baptift>  the  holy  Apostles^  St.  Peter 
and  St.  PauU  ctnd  all  the  Saints  in  Heaven,  and 
to  you  mjf  Ghostly  Father  ;  do  declare,  and  in 
fny  Heart  believe^  the  Pope,  Chrift's  Vicar-Gene^ 
ral,  to  be  the  true,  and  only.  Head  of  Chrift*s 
Church  here  on  earth  ;  and  that,  by  Virtue  of 
the  Keys  of  Binding  and  Loosing,  given  his 
Holiness  by  out  Saviour  Chrift,  he  hath  Power 
to  depose  all  heretical  Kings  and  Princes,  and 
cause  them  to  be  killed.  Therefore^  to  the 
utmost  of  my  Power,  I  will  defend  this  Doc-- 
trine,  and  his  Holiness*s  Rights,  against  alt 
Usurpers  whatever;  especially  against  the  now 
pretended  King  of  England,  in  regard  that  he 
hath  broke  his  Vows  with  his  Holiness' s  Agents  ^-  ^ 
2  M  4  beyond 
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beyond  Seas^  and  not  performed  his  Promises, 
in  bringing  into  England  the  Holy   Roinaa 
Caiholick  Religion.    I  do  renounce  and  disoTvn^ 
any  Allegiance  as  due  to  the  said  pretended 
King  0/ England,  or  Obedience  to  any  of  his 
inferior    Officers   and  Magistrates;    hut   do 
believe  the  Proteftant  Doctrine  to  be  heretical 
and  damnable,  and  that  all  are  damned  which 
do  not  forsake  the  same;  and,  to  the  best  of  my 
Power,  will  help  his  Holiness* s  Agents  here  in 
England,  to  exlirpatCj  and  root^out  the  said 
N.  B.    Proteftant  Doctrine,  and  to  destroy  the  said 
pretended  King  a/ England,  and  all  such  of  bis 
Subjects,  as  will  not  adhere  to  the  Holy  See  of 
Rome,  and  the  Religion  there  professed.     I 
further  do  promise  and  declare,  Ttiat  I  will  keep 
iecret  and  private,  and  not  divulge,  directly 
fufr  indirectly,  by  Word,  Writing,  or  Circuvu 
stance,  whatever  shall  be  proposed,  given  in. 
Charge,  or  discovered,  to  me  by  you  my  Ghostly 
Father,  or  any  other  engaged  in  the  promoting 
of  this  pious  and  holy  Design ;  and  that  I  will 
be  active,  and  not  desist  from  the  carrying  of 
it  on:  And  that  no  hopes  of  Rewards,  Threats^ 
or  Punishments,  shall  make  me  discover  the  rest 
concerned  in  so  pious  a  Work;  and,  if  disco-- 
vered,   shall  never  confess  any  ./Accessaries, 
with  myself  concerned  in  this  Design.    Ml 
which  I  do  swear  by  the  Blessed  Trinity,  and 
bjthe  Blessed  Sacrament,  (which  fnoro  purpose 

to 
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to  receive^  to  perform^  and^  on  my  Partj  to  keep 
inviolable :  And  do  call  all  the  Angelsj  and 
Saints  in  Heaven^  to  witness  my  real  Intention  to 
keep  this  Oath.  In  Testimony  whereof,  J  do 
receive  this  most  Holy  and  Blessed  Sacrament  oj 
the  Eucharist. 

It  IS  manifcft,  that  the  Grandees  of  the  Roman 
Church  make  no  more  Account  of  Religion, 
than  ihe  Profit  and  Convenience  it  brings  along 
with  it,  are  able  to  compense:  Yet  they  ever 
begin  with  a  Holy  Canticum^  In  nomine  Pa-- 
iris;  by  Tuch  Means  inducing  the  People  to 
fwallow  their  gilded  Pills,  or  Poifons  rather,  to 
the  Deflruftion  oftentimes  of  Body  and   Soul 

too. 

In  this  wicked  Thing  caird  an  Oath,  they^ 
blafphemoviily  fet-up  the  Blessed  Mary,  St. 
Michael,  St.  John,.  St.  Petei\  St.  Paw/,  and 
Rushton,  the  prieft,  in  an  equal  Ctaffis  with  God 
Almighty ;  but  mention  not  Chrift,  till  they  come 
to  declare  the  Pope  to  be  his  Vicar,,  and  that 
thereby  the  Pope  hath  Leitcrs-ratems,  toim- 
powcr  him  to  do  what  he  (hall  think  fir,  in 
Heaven,  Hell,  Earth,  and  in  Purgatory ;  to  depofc 
and  kill  heretick  Kings,  yea,  and  Caiholick  ones 
too,  when  he  wantsOppoitunity  to  advance  a  Har- 
k)r,  a  Baftard,  or  a  Nephew.  In  fuch  Cafes,  a 
Chastel,  a  Clement,  a  Raxilliack,  or  a  Pickering, 
-arc  c\cr  ready  to  uanfmit  whom  he  plcafcs  into 

another 
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•nathcr  World,  whilft  himfelf,  without  fiich  Help^ 
but  not  without  Money,  puts  a  Soul  intoHeaveo# 
or  pt»Ils  one  out  of  Purgatory. 

Indeed  this  Oaih  is  its  own  Herald^  is  its  own 
Comment ;    every   Word  of  it   is    Rebelliooj 
Treason,  and  Murder,  ftiled  hypocritically  Pious 
and  holy  Designs ;  it  was  ftampt  in  the  Mint  of 
the  Jesuits,  and  is  a  very  notable  Comment  upon 
that  Oath,  which  blefled  Ignatius  Loyola  iai« 
pofed   upon   his  fpiritual  Mamaluksj  and  may 
give  us  to  underftand,  that  Romish  Wickedness 
is  fublimated  Hncc  thofe  Days  into  a  much  higher 
Spirit  of  Treachery  and  Impiety*    The  Oath 
then  made  to  the  Father  General  is  as  (oU 
lowetb. 


Ego  N.  Profeffionem  facio,  &  promitto  omni* 
potent!  Deo,  coram  ejus  Virgine  Matre,  & 
univeria  cccleni  Curia,  ac  omnibus  circum* 
ftanribus}  &  tibi  Patri  Reverendo  N.  Prsepofito 
Generali  Soctetaiis  Jem,  Locum  Dei  tenenti,  & 
Siicccffbribus  tuis,  vcl  tibi  Reverendo  Patri,  Vice 
Praspolito  Generali  Socictatis  Jesu^  &  Succeflbri-^ 
bus  tuis.  Locum  Dei  tenenti,  perpetuam  Pau- 
peitatem,  Caftitafem,  &  Obedientiam,  &  fecun<« 
ddm  eas,  peculiarem  Curam,  circa  Puerorum 
Eruditionem,juxta  Formam  vivcndi  in  Literis 
Apoftolicis  Socictatis  Jesu^  &  in  ejus  Conftitu- 
tionibus  comentam  ;  infuper  promitto  fpecialem 
Obedientiam  Summo  Pontifici  circft  MiOiones^ 

proiic 
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pro^c  in  eifdem  Literis  ApoftoUcis  &  Coaftito- 
ciombus  continetur. 

fVhich  is  Englished  thus  : 

/,  N.  make  my  Professiortj  and  promise  to  the 
Omnipotent  God,  before  his  Fir  gin- Mother,  and 
all  the  whole  Court  of  Heaven^  ahd  nli  that  here 
stand-by^  and  to  you  our  Reverend  Father ^  the 
Father  ♦  General  of  the  Society  oi  Jefus,  God** 
Lieutenant^  and  to  your  Successors,  (or  to  you  Rever^ 
end  Father^  in  Place  of  the  Provost  General  of  the  ^ 
Society  o/* Jcfus,  God**  Lieutenant^  and  his  S«c- 
cessors)  perpetual  Poverty,  Chastity^  and  Obedi^ 
ence ;  and  accordingly,  peculiar  Care  in  the  Erudi^ 
tion  of  Youth^  consentaneous  to  the  Form  of 
Living  J  contained  in  thejipostolich  Letters  of*  the  ";^^ 
Society  of  Jefus,  and  in  the  Constitutions  thereof^ 
Moreover^  I  promise  special  Obedience  to  the 
Voptj  concerning  Missions,  as  contained  in  the 
same  jipostolick  Letters  and  Constitutions^ 


Qur  new  Explanation,  or  ExpoHtion,  far 
exceeds  the  old  T^xt,  and  is  a  Superftru<^ure 
upon  ibac  priftincFoundation  of  Villainy,  crcflcd 
lince  thofc  Times.  The  Blefled  Trinity,  the 
Holy  Sacrament,  and  the  whole  Ho(T  of  Heaven, 
are  made  Packing-horfcs  for  impious  Mortals 
in  the  ungodly,  uncharitable,  Ami-chriftian, 
Works  of  ruining  King<,  Kingdom5,    and  all 

Mankind 


Mankind  bcfidcs  ihemfclvcs,  only  to  fct-up  the 
Court  of  Rome^  and  a  ciefpotick   Power.     Thcfc 
horrid    Impitiics  (but  that  uc  are  promifcd  the 
Gates  of  Hell  (hall  not  prevail  againft  them)  mighc 
make  confcientious  Men,  with  Trembling,  prefage 
and  dread.  That  the  Ruin  of  Christianity  is  not 
far  off.     Thefe   Men,  when    ihey  Iwcar  their 
milled  profelites  into  Treafons,  Murders,  Felonies^ 
and  Secrecy>  little  mind  to  confider    what  is 
taught  in  Holy  Writ  concerning  an  Oath,  Jeretfu 
V.  2.  And  thou  shah  swear ^  the  Lord  liveth  m 
Truth,  in  Judgment,  and  in  Righteousness^  ice. 
What    Regard  thefc    Oaihs    have    to    Truth, 
Judgment,  and   Righteoufnefs,   let  the  Reader 
take  notice,  and  proceed  to  obferve  one  unpar- 
aliel'd  Claufe  in  the  Oath,  viz*     And  thai  no 
Hopes  of  Reward^  Threats,  or  Punishments,  shall 
make  me  discover  the  rest  concerned  in  so  pious  a 
Work ;  and^  if  discovered^  shall  never  confess  any 
Accessaries  with  myself  concerned  in  this  JDe- 
sign. 

Here  they  lead  their  Profelites  into  a  Labyrinth 
of  Wickednefs ;  but  then  they  leave  them  no 
Way  or  Means  to  difingageihcmfelves  or  others 
out  of  it,  and  confequently  to  be  hanged  and 
damned  afterwards.  This  may  learn  the  mofl 
wilful  and  mod  obftinat?  Charity,  to  have  a  care 
how  it  extends  itfelf,  in  believing  the  Words  of 
the  dying  Jesuits  and  others.  Discite  Justitiam  mo- 
m%  and  let  it  teach  all  good  Protestants  the  Nature 
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of  thefe  Romish  Wolves, tirho,  though  they  change 
their  Hair,  will  never  change  their  Hearts. 

Now  having  given  an  account  of  the  Oath  of 
Secrecy,  next  I  will  render  you  an  Account, 
how  the  JesuUs,  and  Popish  priefts  do  infinuate 
tbemfelves  into  the  Hearts  of  thofe,  that  they 
enfnare  to  engage  in  this  damnable  Defign ;  which 
particularly,  being  exemplified  in  my  own  felf, 
may  fcrve  as  Inftrudions,  how  others  were  in- 
duced and  encouraged  to  propagate  their  hellifli 
Principles :     The  Relation  is  as  followeth. 

About  the  latter  End  of  January j  1676, 
Thomas  Tbwing^  a  Prieft,  and  William  Rusbion, 
anotborPc^/ii'Prieft  who  was  my  Ghoftly  Father, 
came  to  my  Houfe  at  ShipporhHall  in  Yorkshire^, 
und  did  there  examine  me,  how  I  was  aflfeded 
and  did  like  the  Romish  Religion,  fince  I  was  of 
it,  and,  if  there  were  any  Occafion,  What  would 
I  do  for  (he  Good  of  that  Religion  ?  To  whom  I 
replied.  That  I  wasfo  well  afTedted  to  the  Romish 
Religion,  that  I  would  venture  my  Life  and 
Eftate  in  the  Management  of  any  Deiign  whatfo^ 
ever,  for  the  Good  of  that  RELIGION. 
The  Priefts  then  faid,  That  they  were  glad  to 
hear  me  in  fo  good  a  Humour,  and  did  heartily 
wiOi,  that  all  the  Cathqlicks  in  England  were  of 
my  Mind;  and  further  did  tell  me,  that  all 
England  in  a  little  Time  would  be  Romans 
Caiholicks  i  for  that  the  Duke  of  Yorkj  next  Heir 
to  tbc   Crown,  had  renounced  the  Protestant 

Religion : 


Religion;  Therefore  Force  was  to  be  ufcd,  for 
the  more  fpeedy  bringing   him  to  the   Crowi>. 
But  added,  that,  before  I  could  be  any  further 
acquainted  with  the  Particulars  of  this  Defign, 
I  muft  firft  take  the  aforementioned  Oath   of 
Secrecy,  which  all  good    Catholicks  rauft  take; 
for,  if  any  Catholicks  did  refufe  it,  they  could 
not  be  permitted  to  know  of  their  Defigns  and 
Contrivances :  For  that  Sir  Thomas  Gsscoigne, 
TA&nas  Gascoigne,  Efquire,  and  other  Gentle- 
roenj  bad   taken  the  fame,  and  engaged  them- 
ftlves,  and  given  Security  for  their  refpcAivc 
Performances. 

Then  I  told  the  faid  Priefts,  '*  that  I  would  not 
deny  to  take  it  \  for  I  would  obey  my  Ghoftly 
Father  in  all  Things/'  And  Candlemas-dayj 
1676, 1  did  accordingly  go  to  Bambow-HsLW^  as 
was  formerly  agreed,  where  I  did  hear  Mafs,  and 
take  the  Oarh  of  Secrecy  from  the  Hands  of  my 
Ghoftly  Father,  to  be  private,  and  keep  fecret 
the  Defign  of  killing  his  Sacred  Majefty,  and  the 
DcftruAion  of  all  fuch  Protestants,  as  would 
not  be  of  the  Romish  Religion ;  which  Oath  of 
Secrecy  Is  before  related,  and  is  the  true  Copy  of 
the  faid  Oath  as  I  got  it  from  the  faid  Rushton 
accidentally,  the  very  fame  Day  it  was  miniftered 
unto  me  by  him. 
BcforevI  did  take  the  Oath  of  Secrecy,  I  did 
'  go  to  Confeffion,  where  my  Ghoftly  Father  in 
my  faid  Confeffion  did  tell  me^  that  I   maft 

believe* 


543 

believe.  That  U  was  a  mortal  Sin  to  reveal  whai 
wai  told  me  by  my  Ghostly  Father  in  my  Confe9» 
sioHj  and  that  I  was  certainly  damned^  if  ever  I 
did  discover  the  Concerns  of  this  Design,  or  taking 
the  said  Oath  of  Secrecy. 

But  after  I  had  taken  the  faid  Oath  of  Secrecy^ 
aud  was  acquainted  with  the  Defign^  whenever  I 
went  to  ConfeffioD,  my  Ghoftly  Father  would  be 
fure  to  examine  me,  how  I  had  kept  my  Oath} 
upon  which^  if  my  Father  Confeflbr  did  judgr^ 
that  I  had  not  fo  truly  kept  the  lame,  as  I  ought 
to  have  done,  then  muft  I  have  taken  the  fame 
Oath  over-again.  Belides,  my  Ghoftly  Father 
did  frequently  teach  me  how  to  make  u(e  of 
Equivocations  and  mental  Refervations. 

Firsts  How  to  defend  myfelf  againft  the 
Protestants^  if  I  were  aiked  by  a  Stranger^ 
Whether  Mr.  Rushton  were  a  Frieft  ?  that  then  I 
might  lawfully  deny  it,  or,  upon  Oath  before  a 
Magiftratc,  I  might  pofitivcly  deny  my  Know- 
ledge oi  Rushton  to  be  a  Po^uAPrieft:  But  then 
I  muft  privately  to  myfelf  make  ufe  of  this 
Equivocation,^*  That  I  did  not  fee  the  faid  i?ti^A/ofi 
take  his  Orders  beyond  Sea }  therefore  could  not 
fwear  him  to  be  a  Prieft/'  i\nd  then  followed  the 
Benefit  of  Abfolution  for  this  or  any  other  Ser* 
vice  done  for  the  Good  of  the  Romish  Religion. 

And  indeed  my  Penance  in  Confefllon  was  once 
enjoined  me  by  Father  Rushton  to  la(h  myfelf 
wu)i  a  Cat-of-nine^^tails,  becaufe  I  did  not  deny 
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with  Aflcvcrations,  to  one  Mr.  Barman^  that  he 
was  no  Popish  Pricft ;  although  1  did  not  confefs 
the  fame  to  Mr*  Barman^  yet  he  alledged,  that  I 
did  it  but  faintlyj  and  therefore  that  (hould   be 
my  Penance. 

Secondly/,  IfreproachM  by  the  Protestants; 
•'  that  they  of  the  Romish  Religion  made  no  Con- 
fcience  to  deftroy  thole  that  were  of  contrary 
Opinion  to  them ;''  that  then  with  Imprecations 
I  might  lawfully  deny  the  fame ;  only  making 
ufe  of  this  Reservation  to  myfclf,  that  I  rauft 
deny  any  Thing  which  is  againft  the  Intereft  of 
the  Church. 

Thirdly^  That  fince  the  Difcovery  of  this 
Popish  ploty  if  I  did  at  any  Time  hear  the 
Protestants  difcourfe,  that  they  of  the  Romish 
Church  did  teach  the  murthering  of  Kings  and 
Princes,  and  that  the  King  was  to  have  been  mur- 
thered  by  the  Papists^  that  then  I  muft  vindicate 
the  Romish  Religion,  arguing,  that  fuch  Do&rine 
the  Papists  held  not,  with  Refervation  to  myfclf, 
that  t  muft  not  own  fuch  a  De(ign,unleft  cffcft- 
cd,belicvingthatPro^ej/a7z/5,beingHereticks,had 
no  Power  to  examine  me,  neither  was  I  obliged  to 
anfwer  direftly  to  the  Queftion. 
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The  Qqremoniesif  Manner^  and  Form  used  i^  thM 
(qkmgoftf^  said  Oq^h  0/ Secrecy,  is  thus  ; 

K  9 

At  th^  Cb^ppel.  Door,  di<l  fprinkle  tnyfelf 
vicb  Holy  Water,  and  then  we^t  into  the  Cti&p« 
pel,  where^  bowing  towards,  the  Altar,  I  made^hc 
Sign  of  the  Crofs^  and  faid^  Sprinkle  me  with 
Ht/ssqp^  and  I  shall  Jfe  cleansed;  wash^  me^  an4  I 
shall  he  whiter  than^  Snaw{  Thei>  kneelir\^  I 
made  the  Sign  of  the  Crofs,  and  faid.  In  the  Name 
of  the  FqtheTy  q^  qf  the  S^,  and  of  the  Haijf 
Ghgst^  Amen,  ^^ter  that,  I  faid  certain  Pray- 
ers u^ed  befqreConfelSon }  and>  at  tbeCoc^pIoQon^ 
made  again  the  Sign  pf  the  CroOf;  whi(;h  bein^ 
end^d  I  went  juto  the  veftry,  where,  kneeling,  J 
afked  my  Ghoftly  Father's  BIciTin^  as  ChU^ren 
ttfually  dp  their  Parents^  Tben^  aft^  that,  I  made 
ag^in  the  Sigi^  qf  the  Qlrofs,  aqd  then  ba4  th^ 
BeqeQt  of  Confeffion,  and  AbfQlutipn  from  my 
Sin8|  and  tl^ei^  I  went  into  the  Cbappel,  and  fai4 
prayers  before  Receiving  the  Sacrament, 

3ut  wb.^Q  Mafit  w^s  faid,  1  did  not  com* 
munjc^te  with  the  reft  th^r?  prefcnt^  a^bpugh 
t)ie  Sacrament  was  confecrat^d  (or  me; 
but,  after  the  reft  were  gpne,  tb^q  WilUalu 
Rushtm^  my  Ghodly  father,  called  me  to 
the  A^\tzr^  wher^^  bowing  n>y  Body  and 
l^nceling,  I  ^nade  the  Si^n  of  ^be  Cross  \ 
tlten  I    ki^'d  (he  Mals-Book,  and  laid    (ny 
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Rj^ht-Hand  upon  it,  and  fo  bad  the  OiUh 
py  Secrecy  given  me  by  my  Ghoftly  Father, 
jRushton,  repeating  it  after  him.  But  at  (befe 
Words, /|ff  TesHmqny  whereqf  I  do  receive  this  most 
Holy  and  Blessed  Sacrament  of  tbf  Eucharist ; 
ttusbton  put  the  Sacrament  into  my  Mouth,  and 
i^id  this  l^tle  lu^in  Prayer  following  : 

Corpus  Domni  nosiri  Jefu  Chridi  custodier  ani^ 
mam  tuam  in  Fit  am  ^termrn.   Amen. 

Then  again  I  kifs*d  the  Mafs-Book,  held  in  the 
prieft's  Hand,  but  held  my  Hand  on  the  Ma(s-« 
Book  all  the  Time  I  was  ^king  the  Oath  afore- 
l^id ;  and,  after  that,  riHng,  bowed  my  body  to  the 
Altar  in  ati  humble  Manner,  and  fo  returned  tci 
my  Pliice  again 

.  Now,  after  \  had  taken  the  faid  Oath  rfSeereey^ 
Rushton  went  again  into  the  Veftry,  to  fay  his 
Prayers  on  his  Breviary  j  but  I  continued  ftill  in 
the  Chappcl  to  fay  my  Prayers  ufed  after  thetak- 
ing  of  the  Sacrament.  Then,  after  RusbtMj  my 
Confeffor,  came-forth  out  of  the  Vcftry,  he  went 
towardshisown  Chamber,  whitherlfollowcd  him  ; 
but,  Sir  Thomas  Gascoigne  haftily  calling  the  (aid 
liushton,  he  laid-down  his  Breviary  in  his  Clo(et| 
to  which  was  no  door,  and  is  fituate  near  his 
Chamber ;  which  faid  Breviary  I  taking  up,  found 
therein  the  faid  Oatb  of  Secrecy ;  of  which  Oath  X 
had  a  fufficrcn't  Time  to  take  a  true  Copy,  and  it 
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is  the  real  Copy  which  is  before  recited  ;  although 
when  1  took  the  Copy  of  the  faid  Oath,  I  aibver 
intended  that  any  Protestant  fliould  have  feen  it. 

The  fame  Day  were  hallowed  for  myfelf  two 
Piftolsy  which  were  to  be  made  ufc  of,  for  the 
Dcftrudiion  of  the  Protestant  Party,  if  the  Ttdman 
Catbotick  Religion   had   prevailed   in   England. 

There  were  aifo  Swords,  Guns  and  Piftols^ial- 
lowed  for  Thomas  GascoignCf  Efq;  and  others 
engaged  in  the  Popish  Plot.  And  in  the  faid 
MonthofF^67titfry,Ihad  an  Indulgince^  or  P^rdin 
for  Tit/r/jr  Thousand  Y tars,  given  me  by  the^faid 
RusbtM,  my  Ghoftly  Father,  for  my  Encourage- 
ment in  my  Proceedings  of  being  fo  zealoi^s 
againft  his  Majefty  and  Government  ;  and  the 
Penance  enjoined  me  was,  to  fay  every  Day  a  Z/- 
/tf«f,  for  the  Interccffion,  and  Converfion  of 
England;  but,  if  I  did  twice  a  Day  fay  the  faid 
Utanyj  then  (hould  I  each  Day  redeem  a  Soul 
out  of  Purgatory f  But  I  have  heard  my  Ghoftly 
Father  fay,  that  fome  Catholicks  had  their  Jndulg-^ 
iticies  for  Fifiy  Thousand  Tears j  others  a  Plenary 
Indulgence  to  encourage  them  to  be  firmer  to  this 
Defign.  Such  a  Plenary  Indulgence  I  did  fee  ih 
ihe  Hands  of  Mr.  Mowbray,  about  the  latter 
End  oi  January^  1676-7.  And  the  Litany  of  In- 
tercession for  England  is  as  follows : 


H  a  .The 


MS 
9%e  LiTANT  of  hUfrcifssionf^r  En6i.anxi, 


Lord  have  Mercy  on  us, 

Chrkt  hear  us, 
Cbriil  have  Mercy  on  us, 
Hiord  have  Mercy  on  us, 

O  Christhtqrut^ 
O  Father  of  Mercy,   and  God  of  all  Con- 

fblatbn. 

Have  Mercy  m  England. 
O^  Son   Redeemer  of  the  World,  aod  of  «U 

Things  in  Heaven  and  Eartlii  the  Pacifier, 

BaveMerq/f  &c« 
p9ly  Jlfoiy,  Mother  of  Qod,  ftnd  Mother  of 

]^Iercy, 

Pray  for  England^ 
Bbly  Jlfory,  who  h»l^  deflroyed  all  Hereiies, 

pray^  &c. 
Roly  Virgin  of  Virgins,  famous  in  EfigUmi  for 

many  Miracles,  pray^  &c. 
St    Michaely  Prince   of  the    Church,    pmy, 

Vfc: 
St.  Gahridy  privy  to  the  Myl^eries  of  God^ 

pray^  &c. 
Sh    Raphaels   faithful   Guide    of   Travellers, 

pray,  &?c. 
Holy  Angelic  Prince  of  England^  prcy^  &c. 

St. 


B4» 

St.  Jokm   Baptist^  Matter  and  Foim  ofPo^. 

ance,  pray^  &c. 
All  Holy  Patriarchs  and  Prophets,  Fricsids  dF 

God  and   Preachers   of  Truths  prtQ,  tffc 
St.  /Veer,  Paftor  of  Sheep,  aod  Prince  of  tht. 

Apoilles,  prity,  &€. 
St.  Patf/,  Doftor  of  the  G^toilet  in  Faith  and 

Verity,  pray,  Gfc. 
St.  Andrew^  Friend  and  Lover  of  the  Cro% 

prey,  (St. 
All  Holy  Apoftles   and  Evangelifts,  and  fpe^ 

cial  locreafers    of  Chrisiianky,  Fmh  aod 

Utitty,  prapf  &c. 
AU  Holy  Innoceota  flaSn  for  CkrUif  prof^  &r. 
St.  Suiphen^  pray$  ^c. 
St.  jMcitu,  King,  pmy,  &c« 
St.  Alban^  preu/t  &^ 
St.  Amphibale^  pray^  &fc. 
St.  Sophias^  pray,  &€. 
St.  Geor^,  /iroy,  6^c. 
St.  German,  pray^  &c. 
St.  CoJeffian,^ra^,  6fc. 
St.  Kylian^pray,  &c. 
St.  JUrian^  pray^  ^a. 
St.  Etheked,  King,  pray,  ^c. 
St.  Tmnam,  proy^  fife 
St,  Iwnger^  prcff,  &^ 
St.  £(fmtmd|  King,  j^ray,  6fc. 
St.  Edward,  King, /ray,  tfo. 
St.  TS&omof  of  Canierbury^  prajf^  (0g. 
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AIL  holy  Marqrrs .  of  England^  Scotland^   and 

Ireland^  pray^  &c. 
St.  FugaUus  and  Damianus^  pTay^  &c* 
Su  Gregory  and  St.  Augustine^  prat/^  &c. 
Si^  Ethelbeft^  K'log^  pray^  6?c. 
Sr.  Patrick  and  St.  Columbe,  prpy^  &c. 
St  Pet/ma  and  &.  Cuthbertj  prayy  dc. 
St.  Furseus  and  St.  Malachy,  pray,  &fc 
St.  JbAn  and  St.  J)avid,  pray^  ^c- 
St.  Brandon  and  St.  Fiaker^  P^V^>  ^^* 
Sf.  Archibald andSc.  Macariusy  pray^  6fc. 
Sl  Marianus  fnd  St.  Alexai%dery  pray^  6?f. 
St.  Bennety  Sr.  Boniface^  and.  St.  Bede^proyy  ^c. 
St,  Munstauy  St. .  Henry ^  and  St.  Robert,  ptcjt 

&?c. 
St.  Richardy    St.  Roger^  and  St.  Ht^gfc,  P>'^^ 

St.  Gilbert,    St.    Lanfranck^  and    St.  jinselm, 

pray^  &?c. 
All  Holy  BiQiops,    and    Confeffors,  of  £««^- 

/anrf,  Scotland^  and  Ireland^  pray^  iSc. 
Sr.  Helen^  Queen,  St.  Ursula^  and  Sr.  jignes^ 

pray^  &c. 
Sl.  Bridgity  St.  Buryen^  and   St.  Tecitf,  />ra)r, 

6?c.  .  -'       . 

St.  Agatfia,  St.    Mechtily    and    St,  .JI/aArm/iay 

St.  Christine  and  St..  fflnifred^  pray,  &Cm 

St.  Ethelred,  Queens  and  St.  Margaret^  Queen, 

/)ray,  t?c. ,. .        .      ^ 

vv  All 


^11    Holy  Virgins  and  Martyrs,  of  England, 

Scotland,  and  Ireland^  pray^  &c. 
All  Blcffcd  and  Holy  Saints  of  Places,  prcy^ 

Be  mercifidf  Spare  England  Good  Lord. 
Be  mercifuly  Hear  us  O  Lord. 

•From  all  imminent  Perils  of  Sins^  and  Back** 

ilidings^ 

Deliver  England,  o  Lord. 
From  thcSpirit  of  Pride  and  Apbftacy,  delivery 

&c. 
From  the  Spirit  of  Ambition,  deliver^  &c. 
From  the  Spirit  of  Rebellion,  deliver,  &c. 
From    all  Hardnef^  ^d  Blindnefs    of  H^art^ 

deliver,  &c. 
From   all  Surfeiting  and  Drunkentiefs,  deliver^ 

&c. 
From  the  DeCres  and    Liberty  of  the  Flcfli7 

deliver,  &c. 
From    Hatred,     Contempt,   and    Neglcft    of 

facred  Things,  deliver,  &€.- 
From   prophaning   of  Churches,  and  from  all 

Sacriledge,  deliver^  &c. 
From  the  Tyranny  and  Cruelty  of  Hereticks, 
'   .which  it  now  groans  under,  deliver^  &c. 
From  wicked  and   pernicious  Councils,  deliver, 

&c. 
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We  Sinnen,   0  God  ef  Pify,  do  heseeck  Tht€ 
to  hear  us. 

That  ihou  wouldd  dirca  the  Pope^M  Holineis^ 
and  all  Prelates^  to  pacify  and  govern  the 
Churchi 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  hear  ic*. 

That  thoii  wou!d*ft  be  pleafed  to  bring  again 
into  this  Kingdom  the  aotient  Cotholick^ 
Apoftolick,  aiKl  Roman  Faith,  O  liOrd, 
&c. 

That  thou  would'ft  put  into  the  Hearts  d 
all  Christian  Kings  and  Princes^  Uiiityy 
Peace,  and  Conconi ;  and  that  their  fer» 
vent  Zeal  may  be  ftirred  up,  to  pat 
their  helping  Hands  to  reduce  it  to  the 
Obedience  of  the  Holy  Sec  of  Rmn€^ 
O  Lordy  &c# 

That  thou  wouldft  comfort,  and  fortify,  all 
fact)  asfuffer  ImprifcHMnent,  Lofsof  Good% 
or  other  Afflidion,  for  the  Caihdlici 
Faiih,  O  Lard^  &c. 

That  neither  by  Frailty  or  Enticements^  or 
any  Torments,  ihou  permit  any  of  ua  U^ 
fall  trom  thee,  o  Jard^  lcc« 

That  thou  wouldft  give  us  perfift  Pariencfe 
in  our  Afflidions,  and  to  make  Gboftly 
Profit  of  aU  our  Miferiea, 

0  Lordf  &c^ 

That  thou  wouldft  mercifully  haftcn  the  Gon- 
verfion  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  j 

firom 
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from     tbe    tnfeaion    «f  HIrdy    And  liK 

That  tb(Xi  wouMft  deliirer  iMid  keep  in  thefe 
Tiitoes  of  Perfecution^  the  Paftors  of  our 
SoulSy  from  the  Hftntb  of  (heir  Ene- 
mie^^  o  Lerd,  &c« 

That  dioa  wtmidft  daily  bugmenc  in  thedh 
the  Fire  of  chy  Love,  and  die  Zeal  of 
gaining  Soab»  o  Lard^  8r^ 

That  ihou  wouldft  prererve  all  the  CathoUcks 
of  this  Land  in  Holinefs  of .  Life,  and 
from  all  Manner  of  Sin  and  Scandalt 

e  Lori^  Uc. 

That  diou  wouldlb  h  adorn  us  with  HoHneft 
of  Life  and  GoAverfacion,  that  our  Ene- 
mies seeing  wr  good  Works^  may  glorify  thee 
our  heavenfy  Father^  o  Lord^  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  reduce  from  Error,  and 
Hercfy^  our  Parents^  Friends  and  Benefad- 
orsy  whom  thou  haft  fo  dearly  bought  with 
ihy  precious  Blood,  o  Lord^  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  illuminate  the  Hearts  of  all 
Schifmacicks,  which  live  out  of  the  Churchy 
CO  fee  the  |rrieyous  Dattger  of  their  Edate, 

o  Lord^  &c. 

That  thou  wouldft  aiercifully  look*down  fron 
Heaven,  upon  tbe  Blood  of  fo  many  Martyn, 
as  have  g^ven  their  ii/es  to  cofevert  us  unto 
(hee^  o  Lard^  &o. 

/em# 
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Jksus  Chritt,  Son  of  God^  and  of  the  Vttgto 
.     Mary,  We  beseech  thee  16  hear  us. 

Jesus   Christy   Saviour   atKl    Redemer    of   the 

World  fFe  beseech,  &c. 

Xamb    of  God«  that   takeft  away  the  Sins   of 

the  World,  Spare  us^  o  ImtL 

Lamb   of  God  that  takeft  away  the    Sins    of 

the  World,  Hearus^  o  Lord. 

Lamb  of  God   that   takeft   away   the   Sins  of 

the  World ;  Have  Mercy  on  us. 

Lord  have  Mercy,  Pater  iiosier,  &c« 

Chrift  have  Mercy,       Et  ne  nos  inducas^  &c. 
Lord  have  Mercy,         Sed  libera  nos  i  mah. 


About  the  latter  End  of  'October^  or  the 
Beginning  of  November^  167,  my  Occafions 
called  me  to  Xeects-Market,  within  four  Miles 
of  my  Habitation,  and  a  Market  that  I  fre* 
quently  ufed  :  After  my  particular  Bufinefs  was 
done^  my  Curiofity  led  me  to  go,  as  usually  I  did, 
to  a  CofFee-Houfe ;  where,  amongft  other  News 
and  Repons,  I  heard  that  one  Sir  Edmimdhay 
Godfrey^  a  Juftice  of  Peace  at  .London^  was 
miffing,  and  that  it  was  fufpeded  and  feared^ 
that  he  was  murthered,  or  made-away,  by  the 
Papists. 

At  my  Retnrn  home,  I  repaired  to  Sir 
T%>mas  Gascoigne*^  Hovifc  at   Barmboutj  one 

Quarter 
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Quarter  of  a  Mile  from  my  Houfcy  and  there 
meeting  his  Son  Thomas  Gascoigne,  Efq;  I 
acquainted  him  with  the  News  I  beard  at 
X^eds. 

,  Who  thereupon  took  a  Letter  out  of  his 
Pocket  direfted  to  himfelf^  which  he  (hewed 
me;  which  Letter  was  fubcribed  /•  Corker, 
wherein  he  acquainted  the  Efquire  in  Words  to 
this  EflFeft :  That  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey, 
had  been  a  very  busy  Man,  and  a  great  Enemy 
to  the  Catholicks  ;  therefore  they  had  procured 
him  to  be  destroyed. 

And  fome  few  Days  after  we  had  the  fame 
Thing  confirmed  in  Print,  viz.  That  he  was 
murthered.  Upon  which,  my  Ghoftly  Father 
William  Rushton,  fent  for  me,  to  come  to  Mafs 
at  Sir  Thomas  Gascoigne^s  Houfe;  and  at 
Gonfeffion,  did  charge  me  to  give-out.  That  I 
heard,  that  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey  was  a 
melancholy  Gentleman,  and  in  a  Discontent 
went  into  the  Fields,  and  there  murdered  him- 
self  with  his  own  Sword. 

Which  accordingly  I  did,  as  Occafion  offered, 
in  all  Companies  I  happened  into  ;  but  was  con* 
tradided  by  many ;  and  by  fome,  that  it  could 
not  be,  for,  that  his  Neck  was  broke,  which 
he  could  not  do  after  he  had  murdered  hFmfelf ; 
nor  be  capable  to  do  it,  if  his  Neck  was  broke 
before:  And,  being  thus  run-down  in  my 
Affcrtions,  I  acquainted  my  faid  Ghoftly  Father, 

William 
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William  kuihMt,  therewith^  w1i6  told  me^  be 
had  received  new  {nftru<!ti6ns,  trbith  be  (hew'd 
me  in  Writing,  and  were  to  this  Efleft  : 

That  Sir  Edmundbnry  Godfrey  was  a  Gende* 
ni&n  Who  had  often  attempted  to  deftroy  him* 
felf;  that  he  did  really  hang  hinr^ftlf  in  his  own 
Silk-girdle^  in  his  Chamber  at  the  Bed^s  Feet  t 
which  being  difcovered,  two  of  his  Servants  ac* 
quainted  his  Brothers  therewith ;  who,  conung 
thither,    contrived   bis   taking-dowo,  and  the 
carrying  him  to  the  Plaee  where  he  was  found; 
where  they  run   his  Corps   through,  on  Pur- 
pofe  to  throw  it   on  the  Papists^  thereby  to 
(ave  the  Eftate  to  themfelves,  and  from  being 
forfeited  to  the  King:  And  that  the  two  Ser- 
vants had  Fijty  Pounds  appiece  given  them  t6 
keep  it  private.    He  alfo  faid,  that  one  of  them, 
which  was  a  Maid-Servant,  did  offer  to  difcover 
this  Contrivance  to  his  Majefty  and   Council, 
1)Ut  that  flie  was  by  them  rcjcfted:  Neverihe- 
le(js^  for  ail  this,  at  the  fame    Time,   Riishum 
did  own  to  me,  that  he  was  murthered  by  the 
Papists^  but  by  what  Hands  he  knew  not  ^  and 
further,  he  feemcd  much  concerned  that  it  was 
done  I  wiQiing  ic  had  never  been  done,  becaufe 
it  would  make  the  Murther  of  the  King  the 
n.  a,  more  difficult  to  be  performed. 

Robert  Bohwu 


ROME 

AGREAt 

Ctt0tom  l^ott0e  for  ^in. 

•■» 

A  TABLE  of  the  DISPENSATIONS  and  PAR-. 
DONS  for  VillainUa  and  Wickedntfles  of  rariout 
Kindsj  &c.  With  the  feveral  Sums  of  Money 
girena  ^  ^  b^  P^<1  f<^f  them. 

MY  AT^TBOKY  SOANE,  B.D. 


Sometimes    Confeflbr-General  of    the  Kingdom  6f 

IRELANDy  who  was  both  a  Spedator  of,  and 

Aftor  iny  thofe  horrible  Abufes^  before  bis  Converfion 

to  the  Proteftant  Religion. 
And  now  Reprinted  for  the  Benefit  of  fuch,  as  either 

have  themfelvesy  or  would  induce  olhers  to  bave> 

too  favourable  Thoughts- pf  Popert. 
To  which  is  now  added  an  earned  Pifliiafive  froqi 

Romifli  Idolatry  and  Supirsthkn:  wherein  other 

GfoTs  EnormiUs  are  cleariy  detected. 

>■  I       ■  ■  ■■■■■■  ■     ■     m  I        I.         ■■        ^1         n.  I     I        ,1. 

LONDON: 
Priated  for  John  MaatHALLf  «t  the  Bible  in  ^ocechitrch^ 
Strut,  Jo9tTn  MAssHALL'f  at  the  Bible  to  Newg^^ 
Sireeit  and  Faao.  BusLBiod  in   Amen  Comer.    1715. 
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TO  THE  READER,  .. 


THE  following  TABLE  having  b^en  formerly 
published  by  onCj  who  a  great  Part .  qf  his  Life^ 
wandered  in  the  dark  Mists  and  Fogs  of  Popert  ; 
and  was  (as  he  himself  assures  us  J  both  a  Spec^^ 
tatar  of^  and  Actor  in^  those  horrible  Abuses, 
which  he  there  exposed  to  public  View:  now 
ventures  to  come-forth  again^  in  Hopes  of  pro^ 
ducmg  the  same  good  Effects^  which  the  Author^ 
(come  to  himself)  proposed  in  its  first  Pvblicaiion. 

I  think  it  can  never  be  unseasonable  to  expose 
a  Religion  so  destructive  of  the  Peace  and 
Happiness  of  Societies ;  so  derogatory  to  the 
Glory  of  God;  so  contrary  to  the  main  End  and 
purpose  of  Christianity;  and  that  persecutes 
with  such  an  unrelenting  Barbarity  (where  it 
can)  those  that  have  the  Courage  and  Honesty 
to  oppose  its  Innovations. 

There  is    therefore^   in  this  Edition^  added, 

by  way  of  Afpendix,  an  Earnest  Dissuasive 

from  Popery,  as  a  farther  Antidote  against 

the   Poison    of  its  pernicious  Principles    and 

Practices. 

Take 


&6d 

Take  m  good  Part^  Header,  what  is  hero 
offered  thee;  and,  if  in  any  thing  thou  shah 
receive  Satisfaction  and  Advantage,  let  God 
have  the  Gkry^  and  the  Editor  thy  Prayers. 


THV 


MO 

THE  AVTHOR'^ 

P  R  E  F  A  C  £. 


I  HOPE  you  (Ihxit  readibtsj  will  be  To  charitable  as  (o 
believe  it  is  neither  Gain  nor  Advantage  hath  invited 
me  to  lay-op^n  this  Warehoufe,  and  thus  to  publilh 
the  AJerchandize  of  the  Fopifli-Market;  nor  any  hope 
thereby  of  fupporting  my  own  Intereft  (fince  I  know 
well  enough  how  many  Enemies  a  Work  of  this  Na- 
ture will  make  me  among  fome  Men)  it  being  only  to 
let  the  World  fee  that  the  Abufes  that  were  long  fioce 
difcovered  in  the  Pope's  Difpeafations,  are  yet  /till  in 
being;  as  is  vifible  enough  by  the  Rules  and  Impofti 
of  their  Chancery,  being  neither  imaginary,  nor  yet 
forged  upon  the  Anvil  of  Malice,  as  fome  Perfons  wilt 
be  ready  to  perfuade  thofe  poor  Souls,  who  never  bad 
any  Knowledge  of  the  Corruptions  of  the  Court  of 
ROMEf  nor  of  the  Nature  of  ite  TraiGck.  A  great 
Part  of  thefe  Papers  I  cannot  command  at  prefent,  by 
reafon  of  my  Abfence  from  my  native  Country,  or  elfe 
I  would  have  inferted  them  all }  which  would  have 
fiirther  laid-open  their  abominable  Practices ;  though 
perhaps  this  may  be  sufficient  (if  not  too  much)  in  fo 
naufeous  a  Subject.  The  Papifts,  without  doubt,  will 
difown  it,  and  fay  that  this  is  a  mere  Fidion,  and  that 
fuch  Things  are  not  pradifed  in  their  Church:  bat  I 
am  ready  to  prove,  by  my  own  Knowledge  and  Ezpe« 
rience,  all  I  here  alledge  to  be  true,  and  able  to  make 
good,  that,  as  all  the  Arts  of  Man  could  not  have 

invented 


Clergy  do  put  to  Sak;  LhjK'nm^.btit  chore Shria^ 
jmkera  who  xnatntaim  their  ^rdiy  fiaixip  ($nd  Qmai^ 
neTs  by  fooh  Handicrarts^  coitld  fatuve  inve&ted  fiiob  li 
;Way  of  wiping  otit  Sins  fodeftrucfivellO  a^g^odXift^ 
And  the  main  Deiign  of  the  Chrillian  Religioh  |  'fonf 
•you' will  but  examine,  and  ferloofly  con&d^r  thr  Par- 
lioulars,  you  will  ealily  be  continced  that  noni^  b«t 
ihcmfeltes  coold  be  the  Authors  of  it,    I  can  Taftly 
by  that  there  are  Hundreds  even   of  the  ordizar^ 
Priefts,  that  know  not  what  it  Mean^  becauCe  thqt 
ihefe  'Areana  Imperii  are  always  kept  cla^e  from  them, 
and  reserved  on  piirpofe  for  certain  Perfons  called 
ApoA6lical  Pcenitentiariesy  to  whom  the  Abfolutioa 
of  particiilar  and  heinous  Sins  is  committed;   (as  it 
waa  to-myfelf  in  Ireland  within  thefe  few  Years)  and 
of  such  Perfons,  there  may  be  one  or  two  in  every 
County  or  Diocefs,   who,   before  they  receive  that 
Power,  muft  take  an  Oath  of  Secrecy  never  lo  reveal 
the  Myfteries   of  their  Church,   but  to  keep  them 
from  the  Knowledge  not  only  of  the  Laiety,  but  alfo  of 
the  ordinary  Priefts  and  Friars,  and  cfpccially  from  any 
Man  that  is  fufpefted  to  be  of  fo  acut«  Parts,  or  of  fo 
Inuch  Learning  or  Honefty  as  might  make  him  fcruple 
their  Authority:    And  neither  may  it  perhaps  hav^ 
come  to  the  Knowledge  of  fonie,  half-witted  Fellows^ 
who,  either  for  Lucre,  or  Liberty,   neither  ftick  to 
the  one  Religion  nor  the  other  5  of  which  Sort  of  People 
we  have  divers  amongft  us  in  this  Kingdom,  whof^ 
Names  are  not  worth  the  mentioning  by  either  Party ; 
but  as  to  tbofc  Sins  commonly  called  referved  Caufef^ 
if  any  Man  (hall  acknowledge  hirafelf  guilty  of  any 
(ucby  in  ConfefBoD  to  an  ordinary  Confeflbr,  he  can 
2  o  only 


taSy  tell  liim  iriieit  the  Pope'd  Bisiken  vefidei  who 
•re  to  abfolve  hioij  and  will  gladly  receive  bim^  fb  be 
bring  with  bim  the  Fsrice  of  his  Sin,  and  this  grent 
Pomitentiary  it  thereupon  to  procure  a  BULL  of  Iti^ 
dolgence  and  Fardon  for  all  wicked  Perfons  offending 
in  the  Cauies  bereTeUidown,  and  divers  others. 

I  would  have  faid  more  upon  this  Subject,  and  frt- 
forth  more  of  their  Cheats  and  Artifices }  but  I  hope, 
within  fonie  Time^  to  be  at  more  Leifuve,  and  to  have 
better  Opportunities  of  fetting-forth  their  Pranks  and 
Policies  to  th^  View  of  the  World. 

I  (hall  now  only  beg  of  you  to  affift  me  with  yoor 
Prayers  for  the  Converfion  ofthore  Mifcreanis  who  have 
fo  highly  deTerved  God's  juft  Indignation  ;  fince  there 
is  no  greater  Sign  of  his  Anger,  than  when  he  ftrikes 
Men  with  fuch  Blindnefs  of  Underftanding,  that  they 
take  for  Oracles  whatever  the  Juggling  Priefif  have  in* 
vented  for  their  own  unlawful  Gain,  and|  ai  it  were, 
make  a  Mockery  of  God  bimfelf }— -MeUi  who  can 
fcarce  be  believed  to  have  any  Hopes,  or  Thoughts,  of  a 
Life  after  this.  I  humbly  fubmit  this  Treattfe  to  the 
Judgement  of  the  kind  Reader;  and,  if  he  think  the 
Pains  I  have  taken  may  any  way  ftrve  to  demonftrate 
tu  the  World  the  Enormities  of  the  Court  and  Church 
of  ROME,  and  perhaps  convert  fome  that  are  drunk 
with  its  Cup  of  Abomination ;  I  (Iiall  then  reft  fatisfied 
that  I  have  not  ill  employed  my  Time.  1  pray  God 
to  continue  amongft  us  the  Purity  of  his  Gofpel,  and 
prcferve  our  Clergy  from  the  Sin  of  Covetoufnefs,  that 
fpiritual  Idolatry,  which  firft  debafed  the  Church  of 
Chrift  from  its  primitive  Purity ;  that  fo  we  may  moie 
effedually  convince,  if  poflible,  thofe  poor  deluded 
Creatures^  who  are  fold  as  Slavea  to  this  SnccefTor 

rather 
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ntttet  of  Simon  Magus,  than  Peier,  and  unveil  the 
Daiknefi  of  his  Kiogdom ;  which  God  of  hit  infinite 
Mercy  and  Goodoels  grant,  according  to  the  hearty 
Pnyen  of 

Vour  Senrant,  in  Chrift, 

JNTHO.  EGJNE. 


U  «§  CBltTAXII 


._  Djecre^d  Impoiitions 

or 

aCDe  Chanter?  Court 


OF   THE 


Church  of  ROMR 


Of  Marriage. 

IMPRIMIS^  ^^     S.       d. 

THEY  that  Marry  in  the  fourth  Degree^ 
must  pay  for  a  Dispensation  the  sum  of    02     04    00 

They  that  have  committed  Fornication  in 
the  Fourth  Degree,  notwithstanding  their 
Consanguinity  which  they  well  know,  shall 
pay  —  —  —  30    Oa    OO 

For  legitimating  of  Children  that  shall  be 
born  of  a  Conjunction  in  the  fourth  Degree       I9     00     10 

Those  that  have  contracted  Matrimony  in 
Ihe  fourth  Degree,  and  being  ignorant  of 
their  Consanguinity,  and  after  being  sensible 
of  their  Relation,  havinfg  carnally  accomplish- 
ed their  Marriage^  must  pay  for  their  Dispen- 
sation —  —  —        22^    00     05 

They  who  have  carnally  sinned  in  the  fourth 
Degree,  benig  ignorant  of  their  Consanguini- 
ty,  their  Dispensation  is  —  —       16    00    06 

For  such  as  have  been  sensible  of  their 
own  Consanguinity  in  the  fourth  Degree^  and 
nevertheless  contracted  in  Marriage,  tho*  not 
•on/»viQ^aated^  their  Dispematjboz^is       — *       dp    00    I O 

But 
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But  if  thtt  ittaAl^  ht  consnnidkated  nikl 
carnally  aoconmlishefl,  ycto  arc  to  agfee  with 
tbe  Prelate,  ftt  lefiMfrtadng  of  such  Chil- 
^9en  A  ymk  bortfbeSort  a  Dhorce  given  b^ 
the  Ordinary,  al  tMer'icqpicdti'  or  iAianihiQrti»  .  '  i. 
consent  oi  boik;BKtiei>  the  DiTspeniitioii  id-  OQ  -jOO    1% 

A  Marriage  in  thejifth  Degreff^ 

WHether  U  be  of  G>t)sangiiinity  or  A£- 
fioily,  is  dispensed  fox  the  Sum  of        40    00.   OA 

Besides  the  gratifying  of  the  Prelate  for  & 
Marriage  in  the  second  Degree,  whether  it 
be  for  Consanguinity  or  AHPityt  the  Pope 
himself  or  bis  particular  Emissary,  ia  to  give 
the  l)ispensation  for        —  —  100     15   i  oQ 

The  Dispensation  of  Marriage  in  the  first  t 

pegr^e  of  Affinity,  is  made  only  in  Goa-  ' 
fcience^  yet  you  are  to  pay»  or  accotding  to 

the  ability  of  the  Party                 ^                1000  02    0$ 

'  A  Dispensation  for  Gossips. 

FOR  such  as  are  of  a  Spiritual  Affinity  and 
shall  be  contracted  in  Marriage  17    00    09 

In  all  other  Causes  belonging  to  Gossips, 
none  but  the  Pope  or  his  publick  Penitentiary 
$€de  vacante  dispensts  jur.  —  —      59    00    03 

If  an  Adulterer  or  a  married  Man  seeks  his 
Wife^s  Destruction,  he  caunot  obtain  any  Dis- 
pensation to  marry  another :  but,  if  he  hath 
contracted  Marriage,  and  that  the  Matter  be 
kept  secret,  he  is  to  be  dispensed-with  in 
Conscience;  but  he  shall  pay  —  36    01     00 

If  a  married  Man  attefmpts  to  Icill  his  Wife, 
and  effects  it  not,  and  hath  not  promised  Mar- 
riage to  another,  he  may  have  a  Dispensation 
.  to  marry  another,  after  the  Death  of  the  first 
for  —    .  —        —  29    02    09 

If  a  married  Man  before  the  Death  of  his  *       t 

married  Wife,  marries  another  being  ignorant 
of  the  first  Marriage,  if  it  so  happens  that  the 
first  Wife  dieth,  he  shall  take  to  him  the  se- 
cond, provided  the  Ceremony  of  Marriage  be 

^'        '  ■      '  a  o  3  renewed^ 


venewed ;  and  lie  cunnot  be  Divoroed,  ivhb- 
eat  the  cooaeat  of  hit  Wife,  who  was  igno» 
rantly  Married^  or  contracted,  unto  htm  before^ 
and  then  the  Difpenntion  shall  coat       ^*        19    tt     Cy 

If  a  Man  who  hat  been  a  long  wUk  ab- 
Amt»  aoppoKih  thai  hia  Wifeiadead,  andba 
Marrielh  aDother*  and  lireih  with  hii  tecond 
at  with  hii  married,  during  the  .time  he  tup* 
Mfd  hit  Ibraier  to  be  dead :  But  if  bit  firtt 
WilathaU  happen  to  oome  again,  he  thalt 
fomke  the  tecond  and  live  with  the  fir&t  i  but 
fcethallpayforhitTransgretaiont        — »         99    02    Q9 

A  Dispentatioo  for  toch  at  have  Vowed 
Chattity  during  life  it  given  only  by  the  Popo 
or  by  tome  eatiaordinary  great  Prelate  5  but 
it  thall  oott  —  -"  16    Of    00 

He  that  hath  Vowed  to  be  a  Monk,  to  that 
the  Vow  be  not  tolemuj  he  may  be  ditpented 
with  according  to  Contcience  £>r  «-        15    Oi'^Ul 

But,  if  in  hit  Dispensation  be  added  this 
Oaote,  *•  tliat  if  this  Wife  die,  he  shall  be 
obliged  to  keep  bit  Vow/*  yet  hemay  have  a 
Ditpensation  to  marry  again  lor  —  27    0^ .  00 

If  a  man  who  hath  taken  Holy  Orders 
(provided  it  be  kept  secret)  happens  to  Marry«  f 

he  may  have  a  Dispensation  lor  keeping  hit 
Wife  as  long  as  she  lives,  provided  that  be  shall 
not  Marry  again  after  iicr  decease ;  only  he 
thifll  say  hb  Divine  Office  upon  Festival  Days, 
and  that  by  way  of  Satisfaction,  and  he  roust 
also  pay  for  his  Dispensation  *-  35     04    Op 


The  Dispensation  for  Jews, 

A  Dispensation  for  a  Jew,  for  having  a 
Synagogue  in  his  own  Hoiue,  shall  cost  300    01     00 
For  Srecting  a  new   publick  Synagogue 
must  be  paid  —  —  603     Ji    00 

A  Jew  ihat  will  be  authonzrd  to  practise 
Phytick,  or  Chirat^ery,  with  the  Clause  of 
A^kisiance,  must  pay  -«  —  60    14    00 
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Dtupemaiiom  an  thfAgi  of  those  that  takt  Orders. 

A  Child  at  lit  Tears  old  tMI  pajr  for  hit 
Clerkabip»  and  6m  Mathcttiatioo  Ip    02    04 

A  YoQth  df  iisteen  shall  p^j,  for  hb  be- 
bf  mado  Sab«UeaeoD,  tfaa  Sitni  of  *• 

Ac  ii6Vcnt€6o  Tears  ^^         .  ^^ 

tpt  beiDg  nado  Dcacoo  «t  the  ago  of 
a%htoen  —  «  -* 

At  nineteen  for  the  same       •—        — 

For  beingOrdained  Priest  at  two  and  t wentj 

At  four  and  tweotj  for  the  same       «-> 

To  take  Orders,  where^  wheUf  of  whom,  arrf  in 
what  number^  on6  pleaset/u 

rrX)  take  Orders  from  any  other  bat  hu 
JL    own  Bishop,  the  fint  Clerkship  and  the 
ibur  small  Orders  is  ~  — .        14    01    00 

To  take>  according  to  a  Man*s  WiU^  ooe^ 
two,  or  all  the  Orders,  most  be  pbiii        —     M    02    lO 

For  taking  Orden,  e&cept  In  Ember  week, 
is  —  —  —  10    02     JO 

For  taking  Orders  from  sacb  as  have  Att* 
thority  to  use  Benediction  from  ao  Abbot         34    02    00 

Fxom  a  Bishop  —  *-.  24    OO   00 

Dispensation  for  suck  as  are  Defecthe^  or  be^ 
untcked^  in  of^  of  the  Members  qf  their  Bodies^ 
in  order  to  take  Orders. 

P\Vi  a  Man  that  wants  any  Member  of  his 
Body,  if  he  takes  Clerkship,  as  to  the 
foorsmjll  Orders  «^  -^         36    02    00 

For  him  to  be  admitted  to  Orders  of  higher 
degree,  most  be  paid  the  Suin  of       —  46    08    00 

If  he  hath  lost  one  or  more  of  his  Fingers, 
a  Dbpensatioo  for  holding  a  Benefice  shall 
cost  him  —  «-  —  52    03    06 

But  if  he  hath  almost  kist  his  left  Eye,  he 
must  pay  -—  —  ^  40    00    00 

2  o  4  Ytft 
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y^t  Vith  a'Fro^sor,    thit  fc«  holds  h\$ 

Book,  or  a  slieet  of  Paper  containing  the  Cft- 
non  of  the  Mass,  oir  the*Middle  of  the  Alifr; 
hut  if  he  batti  lost  both  hnt  £y6Sy  or  one  of 
his  Stones,  he  oHEt^pay    ^    ^        ^^  6&    0%     00 

'  But  if  he  be-tieprlved  of  all  his  Privy-  - 
meaibe^>  ho  mustj^ay         . .    -—  1X2    03     O^ 

Jbr  such  as  have-  taken  Orders  le^lly  as   thtjf 
mtght  to  have  done, 

T^OR  those  that.&hall  take  Orders  uodor 

J?    Age,  the  Dispensation  shall  cost  07     02     09 

For  the  Irregularity  of  one  that  hath  taken 
Orders  from  any  other  Bisliop  but  his  own 
Diocesan,  without  leave  from  his  Prelate, 
luust  pay  for  his  Dispensation  —  07    02     OJ 

«    If  a  Bull  carries  a  Retention  of  a  Benefice, 

the  Dispensation  shnll  cost  —  13    03     OS, 

'  For  h\m  who  hath  taken  Orders  unlawfully, 
it  will  cost  —     J  —  0/02    OS 

And  if  there  be  a  Retention  of  a  Benefice, 
he  mus^pay  —  15    63    Od. 

For  a  man  who  by  the  Collection  of  a  full 
Tenth,  was  admitted  into  Orders,  that  is  to 
say,  without  taking  or  bringing  Credible 
'VS^tnOtses  lo  aver  the  Truth,  his  Dtspensatioo 
shall  cost  —  —  07    02    02 

Formie  who  by  express  Orders,  nenooAc- 
eth  the  Orders  of  a  Deacon,  or  Sub-Ddacon, 
which  vere  befortf'  conferred  upon  him,  be 
is  to  pay  —  —       '     —  '  12    03     07 

He  that  in  one  and  tlie  same  Day  hath  taken 
two,  or  more  Orders,  to  the  end  he  may  loi*    • 
mediately  officiate,  shall  pay  fox  his  Dispeiv 
sation  *    —  —  —  00    02    OflT 

Dispensations  for  such  as  are  employed  in  the 
Service  of  the  Church  wilhqut.  taking  Orders^    < 


TFany  one 
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pay 

being 
exerclbC 

neither  Deacon 
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• 
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03 

Off* 
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And  if  he  hath  a  Bull  ibr  a  Benefice,  be  k 
to  "pay     ■"—••—'  _  18    04    09- 

If  any  ome  who  is  not  a  Priest  ehall  talcis 
upon  himself  to  say  Mass,  or  to  Adsniniscer 
the  Sacraments ;  if  he  intend  to  take  Ciders 
aflerward^  his  Dispeosatioa  &baU  cost  36    O^    C& 


Dispensations  for  Bastards. 

F^R  admitting  a  Bastard  after  the  old  nian- 
ner  to  holy  Orders ;  and  to  capacitate 
biiD  to  hold  a  Livings  wherein  Is-  a  Cuie  of 
Souls,  he  pays  —  — 

And  if  that  the  Clause  of  iropowering  hitn» 
to  cliange  his  Benefice  be  added,  he  is  to  pay 

If  a  Bastard,  knowing  himself  to  be  so,  af- 
terwaids  shall  cake  Orders,  he  must  pay 

If  he  change  his  Benefice,  he  is  to  pay 

If  he  changeth  two,  he  is  to  pay         «-• 

If  three  —  — 

But  if  he  officiate  in  the  Behalf  of  his  Fa- 
ther, present  or  absent,  he  must  pay 

And  if  he  be  a  Bastard  found  by  chance,  be 
jays  -.  _  — 


Dispensations  for  Monhs^  Bastards. 

Dispensations  Prized^ 

F)R  a  Mendicant's  Bastard  tuning  Monk^ 
his' Dispensation  is         —  •--        06    02    08 

For  a  Mendicant  to  be  made  Provincial  of 
an  Order,  or  first  Guardian,  or  capacitated  to 
MXif  other  Dignity  :  If  Monks  that  have  Re- 
venues, and  not  Minors  or  Mendicants,  they 
may  have  a  Dispensation  for  as  high  as  an 
Abbot,  for  —  '—  '   Ol    01     66; 
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DispentcdHms  for  such  a  Person  as  was  mxac 
Married^  and  at  ike  second  took  a  Firgin  to 
his  Wife. 

FIR  a  Man  who  hath  been  once  Married* 
he  may  after  her  decease  be  admitted  in* 
te  Orders,  paying  for  hit  Dispensation  06    02     OO 

And^  if  he  will  enjoy  Privileges,  be  must  pa/  02    QQ    09 

Dispensation  for   Persons  that  have  had  two 
Wives. 

A  Man  tha^hath  been  twke  married  sbaB 
be  admitted  to  bis  first  Clerkship*  or  tp 
the  four  smail  Orders,  paying  for  bis  Dispen- 

~  —  —  12    03     M 


For  the  Apostolical  Chamber. 

BUT  if  in  his  Ban  It  added  IbU  Oanse,  if 
be  chance  to  Many  again,  he  shall  pay     18    04    0§ 

And  if  the  Bull  contain  Ibis  Clauae,  if  it 
tu^en  he  bath  already  had  two  Wives  and  ^ 

that  he  shall  marry  the  third,  he  shall  pay         Off    04    68 

And  if  this  Bnll  for  a  Man  that  hath  had 
two  Wives  and  is  a  Widower,  d»penses  with 
him  to  have  or  to  keep  one  simple  Benefice, 
he  shall  pay,  besides  the  aforesaid  Tax,  24    06    OO 

He  that  bting  manied,  and  conceals  that 
he  had  two  Wives»  and  yet  takes  his  finit 
Clerkship,  must  pay  —  —  21    05    06 

A  Knight  that  hath  bad  two  Wives,  and 
after  being  a  Widower,  if  he  enters  into  the 
four  first  Ordqrs,  he  shail  pay  for  his  Dispen- 
sation —  —  »•  12    03    88 

A  Man  having  had  two  Wiyes,  having  al« 
aeady  pioasrtd  his  Dispensation  from  the 
Pope,  to  enter  into  Orders  and  to  officiate  the 
Plaoe  of  a  Canon,  may  ytt  have  a  Faculty  for 
two  eqnal  Benefices,  pacing  only  ^  24    03    00 

Patdsmt. 
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Pardom  and  Dupmmrthtu/or  SidStru 


H' 


fE  th«beliif  a  SoldKf  fet  the  ptthail^ 
*  1  Cmm,  and  neitber  kih  nor  wboiA 
«ny  in  War,  w*  an«eth  any  to  do  !t,  u  » 
pajr  —  •"•  "  ao  «*  •• 

AH  Priem  who  hare  anhted  at  the  Judg. 
ment.  or  gi»en  tbdr  Advice  in  Wriwig  «» 
«oy  Crimiiud  Caase,  shall  pay  cadi  Fcnaa       16    <9   CO 

If  anyMan  ahaUitrikeaaerkorPriert,      .    ^    ^ 
heiiMBpayibefiillSumof      ,       —  08   03    00 

But  if  an  Abbot  or  Prelate,  it  mint  be        13    08    €0 

IfanyMan*haUstrikeaBidM(i.oriiidian 
estiaordiaaiy  great  F)r||ate,  it  mint  be  34    OS    oa 

Dispensations  for  Wounding  Persons, 

HBtbat  Woondi  any  one  of  the  Cteigy 
*  in  any  of  bit  Members,  bi«  Pardon  and 

IXspeniation  shall  cost                 —  18  0*  <* 

But  if  it  be  a  Mmplc  Pardon  without  Dia-  _  ^  ^ 

penaationitwUlcwt              —              —  06  02  00 

He  that  Woniids  an  Abbot  or  Prindpal  ^  ^  ^ 

Person  of  any  Older,  most  pay           —  OC  00  00 

Ifa  Bishop,  it  shaU  be              —  13  00  0(i 

But  if  one  Uy-Maa  Wounds  another,  *»«  ^  ^  „ 

•a  Pardoned  for              —              —  00  00  06 

Dispensations  for  Murders  or  viiful  Homiddeu 

A  Murderer  having  talwn  In*  first  0«*fs, 
can  have  a  Dwtpensation  fw  holding  one 
simple  JJenefice }  ai«l,  if  that  be  not  sufficient, 
hemay  have  two  or  thrre  J  hiring  !•!»  Pardon 
fyr  the  Murder  be  haih  committed,  lor  IX    t»    ^ 

But.  if  he  uiU  hare  the  ftivitegp  of  the 
Qergy,  be  roust  pay  —  ^•.    °*    "" 

If  it  be  with  the  Inhibitoiy  Oause,  it  will    ^    ^    _ 
cost  -  -  -  80    07    06 

To 


6Q9 

To  hsve  a  Dispensation  for  holdingr  tbree 

may  hold  as  many  ^nefices  as  lie  stands  in 

Deed  of,  he  is  to  pay.  ,—  .    —        01      J  •     02 

Bat  if  be  bach  ibc;  Bull  io  bis  adTaotaje,  be 
payi  ^      "  -.  ^  24     06     00 

."^ut^  ifr&'  Person,  being  wonaded,  dyetb 
not  of  the  'BIqw*  tbat  be  badi  received,  bul 
tbro*  want  of  good  Attendance  or  the  like^ 
^t  if.be  that  gave  the  wound  intended  not 
to  kill  nina";  he  may  have  a  Dispensation  for 
tb^  Older  pf  Priesthood,  and  bold  Eccksiasti- 
trf  Benefices,  for  —  —  '  S6    09    OD 

"The  Dispensation  of  a  'Miirder  perpetrated 
by  a  Bishop  of  Abbot  ^  or  by  the  chief  of 
^  Order  or  Knight,  it  sliall  cost        ,  —  dO     13     06 

If  a  Friar,  or  Guardian  of  a  Monaster}',  kills 
a  Mun,  it  will  be  —  —  40    09     00 

A  wilfur  Murderer,  having  already  taken 
Orders,  was  btfore  dispensed- withal  to  sing 
a  Bail  Alary  in  the  Church ;  if  he  has  Power 
impowered  to  bold  an  Ecclesiastical  Bene&ce, 
It©  is  10  p£^  —  —  36     09     00 

But  if  there  bo  many  accessary  to  the 
Murder,  every  two  are  to  pay  amongst 
thtm  —  —  —  50     12     09 

U  one  be  found  guilty  of  many  Murders* 
in  the  s;ime  Time  and  Quarrel ;  he  is  to  pay 
for  his  Dispensation  -  -  36     09     00 

If  in  several  Quarrels,  he  must  pay 
double  —  —  —  50     12     06 

For  an  Ordinary  Man  who  hath  comnait* 
teci  ^birder,  is  rafed  at  Will,  according  to  the 
Cacumsiances  of  the  Place  and  Time,  and  as 
the  Palates  shall  think  fit. 


Dispensations  for  accidental  Murders. 


For  a 


1 


Clerk. 


?  one  would  have  a  pardon,  ad  Cautelam 
as  they  term  it,  it  will  cost  .         <—  18     04    OJ) 

If  he  thixr  hath  killed  a  man>  did  use  bis 

EndeaTours 


E&deavtnirs  to  avoid  H,  tat  vw  hrtfUL  4ar  i  u^^  M 

|be  Ji^i^  id  fe  Jrfemiemio,  he  shall  pay  .but        36  v0^   tOt 

If  a  man  hf^^poti  ID  bc^Miinber^  tfoot^.'.-'   •    '    *' 

peniation  —  * —  —  09    03     06 

If  a  Cleric  of  the  Church  hath  killed  one 
So  liis-a^  Btfeaoe^  he  must  pa/  for  bis  Dis- 
pensation —  —  06    02    00 

And  if  the  Claiife  of  Aisi#taiice  be  in  it^  it  m 

ndiicoit  0       —  —  —    12   o4r  00 

If  it  be  for  n  CantlAaVor  for  Assurance  for 
the  future,  he%liallpeiy  —  ^       21     04    0^ 

.  But  if  it  b^  With*  the'  Inh'iyitory  Clause, 
ttsprifti^"  —  —  3^    Od    0t> 

For  a  Murder  perpetrated  in  the  Defence 
of  another^  ^^Rf^'i!^^'^  ^^^  ^yiug  Ma», 
for  —  *   *  —  —         30    07    06 

DispensatioQjil  ^4'^o^fpf  9Uhqps  or 
Abbots,  or  suchTrektes  i  for  wilful  Murdqrs, 


fW 


^O     J2     Oi 
For  Priests  and  ordinary  Clergy  rueo  40    10    00 

For  Muf^herers  of  Priests. 

ALay^Man,  having  murtbered  a  Priest, 

'  shall  be  pardoned  for  —  06    02     00 

A  simple  Clerk,  or  Priest,  or  one  who  hath '  ^ 

iake^Orders,  shall  pay,  if  he  be  iulerdicted  '  * 

IVom  exeicising  his  Function,  •»  C6    02    OO 

If  tliere  be  a  Rabble,  or  a  number  of 
AnpW  when  i  Harder  is  commiiied,   the  x 

Chief  shall  pay  a  whole  Jax,  And  tho  rei»t 
half. 

If  one  Man  m  the  «atne  Time  kills  more 
than  one  Priest  lii  the  same  Quarrel,  he  must 
|^;r  fiarhij  Pardon  —  —         OS    09    09 

But,  if  he  b^l}  killed  many  Priests  at  se- 

]reral<Timef»  he  snail  pay  a  whole  Tax  to  the  ! 
first,  and  a  half  for  the  rest. 

If  he  who  h^th.  killrd  a  Priest  desires  to  be  '^ 

fdrd4tted,K^and    wot^kl    ghange  his   pubHck  .  -«*^ 

Penance  to  a  private^  he  shall  pay          —  18    04*    OG 

.**!   ^  ^  He 


ST4 

Ik  rtM  Ink  i  BMi«p  or  my  dAer  Prdale, 
Mmp^  «-«-  ...  d0    G9    00 

He  Ibat  having  kilM  a  Pifie«t,  if  be  hoMt 
MiBciiefice>aittitpayfcrlibDifcp<OMHoii       OS    (»    OO 

Dispemaiians  far  suck  as  have  iilUd  LajfmA£au 

T^R  mortbering  a  Lsiy-Man*  tbe  Dispao- 

J7    aatioa  is  — •  —  08     OS     Of 

But  if  one  hath  killed  mvaj  CAy-aim  fct 
eoe  Quarrai,  lie  is  taxed  bat  for  one,  aud  hia 
DispBiisatloa  is  according  to  liie  Cfaniessof^a 
pittcretkm  —  *-  04    Ol     08 

Dispensations /or  Parriddes. 

MUrthera  committed  on  the  Persons  of 
Faibeo  Mother,  Brother^  or  Sister, 
each  Person*!  Dispensation  iViU  cost       —      M    Oi    C§ 

It  any  Person  killed  or  naartheied  his  own 
Wife»  it  shall  be  rated  as  that  of  Fanriddei 
viz.  —  —  —  04    01    08 

And  if  he  who  hath  raardered  his  own 
Wifej  and  oiarrieth  another^  his  Dispensation   . 
is  —  —  —  bS    012    09 

And  if  those  who  have  assisted  the  Hus* 
band  in  the  Murthering,  arc  included  in  the 
Pardon  or  Dispensation^  the  Tax  is  02    OO   00 

Dispensations  for  such  as  have  killed  their  own 
Children^. 

IV  either  Father  or  Mother,  Shterer  Bm- 
ther,  do  strangle  or  smother  an  Infiwr* 
Ihey  are  to  pay  ».  •»  Ofr    OS    08 

But  if  a  Stranger  that  hath  mnrtiiered  an 
want^  he  pays  as  far  as  a  T.ay-nian«  via.  09    02    04 

But  if  the  Father  and  Mother  do  Strang^ 
the  Infant  of  an  unanimous  Cooscnt*  thef 
OMstpay  —  —       ^    —  OS    08  08 
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Dispensitthnsfor  ffomen  thai  Miscarry^ 

^H£  that  takes  any  Potion  to  destroj  the 
•^  Fruits  of  her  Womb,  or  the  Father  ,who 
cjMiaelli  hit  Wife  to  take  the  samei  tbey  are 
topaf  —  —  —  04    01     OS 

But  if  a  Stranger  tliat  giveth  the  Potion^ 
beafaallpay  —  —  04    01    08 

DinpigfuaUimnfor  Wizards  and  Sorcerers. 

A  Witch  er  Inchantreu>  at  her  Abjunitinn 
mad^  <A'  her  Sorceiy  and  Inchantnoeots^ 
AaUiuf  _  —  06    02    00 

And  if  she  foUoweth  the  tame  Trade*  after 
Alguration»  ibe  shall  pay  -».  12    04    OQ 

Dhpensations  for  Herettcks. 

APaidon  and  RehabiUiation  of  a  Here- 
tick,  drawn  in  an  ample  Form ;  with 
the  Inhibitoiy  Chiuse  before  he  had  made 
Abjtuation,  is  —  —  36    09    00 

If  he  be  a  Lay*Man,  and  that  ihe  Bull 
containeth  an  Absolution  of  Infamy,  he  Is 
to  pay  —  —  -1  12    03    06 

And  if  the  Inhibitory  Clause  be  added*  be 
ta  to  pay  more  —  —  12    00    00 

Dispensalions  for  Cfiurch-Robbers^  ThUves^ 
Jneendiaries,, Plunderers f  Havishers^  Perjur* 
ers^  &c. 

A   Pardon  and  Rehabilitation  for  any  of 
these  Crimes,  with  the  Inhibitory  Clause* 
will  cost  —  — *  36    0^    00 

For  Simony..  A  simple  Absolution  for  a 
Simonist,  let  him  be  either  Secular  or  Regu*  \ 

hu-^  is  «  •  •  36    C9    (>0 

But 


676 

fint  if  tbe  Dispensation  be  for  Trregularitr» 
and  that  it  will  clpacitaCe  She  Person  to  re* 
ceive  Holy  Orders,  and  to  hold  Church  Bene- 
fices, he  must  add  —  —        06     02  .Od 

And  if  the  Dispensation  be  to  officiate 
In  other  Benefices,  besides  those  which  be 
bath  acquired  by  Simony,  he  is  to  agree 
with  the  Ordinary,  and  if  the  Simonist  re- 
quires his  Pardon,  it  is  dispensed  according^ 
to' the  Discretion  of  the  Confessor  ;  with  an 
Authority  to  keep  his  Benefices  which  he  got 
by  Simony,  whctEber  he  hath  already  obtained 
the  Profits  or  no,  with  the  clause  nutlis  only, 
tc  is  to  pay  —  —  03     O^     Off 


Dispensations  for  Carnal  SinSy  or  for  all  soriM 
of  Whoringi^ 


A  Priest,  or  Frier,  having  lain  or  camall/ 
sinned  with  a  woman  of  whatsoever  sort    • 
or  degree,  whether  a  Nun  or  a  Kinswoman, 
or  a  Relation,  or  with  any  other,  whether 
married  or  single,  whether  within  the  bounds  '      * 

or  Cloisters  of  his  Monastery,  or  elsewhere  i 
whether  the  Absolution  be  made  in  the  Name 
of  the  Clergy  or  no ;  it  gives  him  Power  to 
exercise  his  Function,  and  to  hold  his  Liv- 
ings ;  and  that  together  with  the  Inhibitoxy 
Clause,  is  only  —  —  ZQ    OQ     Oi 


A  Dispensation  for  Buggery^ 

AND,  if,  besides  this,  there  be  an  Absolu* 
lion  for  Buggery,  or  for  unnatural  bin 
committed  with  Btnte-Beasts,  a  Dispensation    . 
together  with  ihe  Inhibitory  Clause^  will  come 
to  —  —  _  90     12     Ol 

A  simple  Absolution  for  the  sin  of  Bug* 
gery,  or  the  Sin  contrnry  to  Nature,  that  is  to 
t^y,  with  Brute- Beasts,  together  with  a  Dis- 
pensation and  the  inhibitory  Clause,  is  36    09    09 

^A  Nun  having   played  ihe   Whore  very 
often  intrd,  aut  extra  septa  Mondsteru,  is  tb 
•  *  be 
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be  absoWed,  and  rebabilitated  to  bdd  tbe  Dig-- 

nity  of  her  Order,  for  —  —  36    00    00 

An  Absolution  for  one  that  keeps  a  Whore    • 
at  Bed  and  Board,  with  a  Dispensation  to  hold 
a  Benefice,  is  —  —  04    OJ    06 

For  all  acts  of  Whoring,  or  snch  dishonesty 
committed  by  a  Layman,  he  is  to  be  dispensed 
with  for  —  —  -^  06    02    06 

A  Layman  having  committed  Incest^  is  to 
pay  —  —  ^  04    06    00 

A  Layman  Jiaving  txinunitted  Adaltery, 
is  to  be  absolved  for  —  -«        04    00    00 

fiat  if  it  be  Adultery  and  Incest  together, 
beislopay  —  —  060200 

For  the  Adolterer  and  Adulteress  together, 
is  —  —  —  06    06    00 


Dispensations  for  Trespasses, 

HE  that  buries  the  Body  of  an  excom- 
municated Man  in  any  Sanctuary,  must 
pay  -  -  - 

A  Liceffce  for  Irregularity  with  power  to 
enjoy  a  Benefice,  is  —  .      — 

And  if  he  keeps  all  that  he  had  already  ob- 
tained, it  is  —  —  — 

For  him  that  conceals  the  death  of  ano- 
ther, Lucri  Gratia  —  — 

A  Priest  having  ignorantly  said  Mass  in  a 
prohibited  Place  —  — 

But  if  he  knew  tbe  Place  to  be  prohibited, 
and  that  the  Prohibition  was  by  the  Ordinary, 
be  is  to  pay  —  — 

If  by  the  Pope,  he  most  pay  — 

A  IViest  having  made  a  chmdesiine  Mar- 
riage* and  said  Mass  in  the  Presence  of  the 
married  Couple  —  — 

And  every  Layman  that  was  then  pre- 
sent —  —  — 
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If  any  Man  hinders  the  Execution  of  a 
Bul]»  or  Apostolical  Mandates^  his  Absdution 
will  cost  him  —  ..  85     09     00 

And  every  one  of  bis  Assistants  must  pay       12     03     OO 

A  Merchant  having  brought  Warlike  Wea- 
pons an)ong  Che  Saracens,  except  he  brings 
some  profitable  Goods  back  in  exchange^  he 
is  to  pay  —  —  12     03     06 

But  if  he  hath  brought  considerable  Goods 
he  is  to  agree  with'tbe  Prelate. 

If  a  Servant  retains  the  Goods  of  his  de- 
ceased Master  for  his  Wages,  after  being  ad- 
vised to  restore  theniy  and  will  not,  be  is  to 
be  absolved  for  —  —  06     02     00 

A  Bishop  having  sworn  to  take  a  Voyage 
to  S/.  Peier*s  in  Rome^  and  never -performed^ 
he  pays  —  —  12     03     06 

The  Absolution  of  a  spiritual  Sentence  of 
Excommunication  given  out  by  the  Ordinary    (j6    02     06 

But  if  the  said  Sentence  hath  been  given 
out  of  the  Apostolical  Scat,  it  must  be  IZ    02    06 


Dispensation  and  Pardons  for  Irregidarities. 

AN  Absolution  or  a  Dispensation  for  Ir- 
regularity, is  _  _  05     13     00 


And  if  there  be  a  general  AbsolntioA  for 
all  Sins,  it  is  —  


08    ig    00 


If  the  Irregularity  hath  been  cause  of  giv- 
ing of  Judgment  in  some  criminal  Matter  of 
Fact,  and  that  there  was  not  an  Absolution  for 
the  Fact,  but  only  an  Absolution  for  lo&ny, 
with  tlie  Inhibitory  Clause,  it  is  only  03     Q7    oo 

And  if  in  the  Bull  be  a  Dispensation  of 
Irregularity  and  License  for  a  passing  such 
Judgment  afterwards  as  often  as  occasion  did 
require ;  and  also  Authority  for  being  Advocate 
in  Criminal  Causes,  it  will  cost  45     00    00 

But  if  the  Bull  contains  a  general  Absolu- 
tion for  all  Sins  passed,  or  for  Sins  not  yet 

conaroitted  | 
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ommitted,  and  also  for  all  aorls  of  Irregu- 

krities,  it  will  cost  —  —       50     12    06 

He  that  is  guilty  of  Irregubnty  by  reason 
of  exercising  the  Profession  of  a  Physician, 
must  pay  for  the  first  Dispensation        —  56    0$    00 

And,  if  the  Bull  alloweth  him  a  Permission 
to  follow  bis  Profession  in  ilie  future,  shall  pay 
more  —  —  —         03    02    00 


Dispensations  for  Burials. 

AN  excommunicated  Person  deceased,  or 
one  that  died  a  violent  Death,  his  Ab- 
solution shall  cost  his  Fnends  and  Relations       oS    02    00 

But,  if  the  Body  be  buried  in  a  Sanctuary, 
it  will  cost  —  —  —      12    03    06 


Dispensations  for  changing  and  moderating  of 
Vunishmenls. 

A  Simple  Moderation  of  Banishment  or 
perpetual  Imprisonment,  will  cost  04     10     00 

Tlie  Moderation  of  Banishment  from  ten 
to  fifteen  Years,  will  cost  —  36    Q9    00 

Or  if  the  Bull  contains  a  Dispensation  for 
Irregularity,  and  a  Permiiision  for  exercising 
the  Office  of  a  Priest,  it  will  cost  ^         50     19    06 

The  simple  Moderation  of  Banishment,  or 
Imprisonment  for  ten  Years,  together  with  a 
simple  Dispensation  or  Absolution  of  the 
Crime  committed,  will  cost  —  25     06    00 

And  if  the  Bull  contains  a  Clanse  of  Assist- 
ance, it  will  cost,  besides  the  foregoing  Tax,      OS    00    00 

A  Priest  being  suspended  by  his  Ordinary 
from  saying  Mas^,  by  reason  of  being  troubled 
with  the  filing  Sickness,  must  pay  for  bis 
Absolution  and  Dispensation  *—  06    02    06 

And  his  Bishop  is  to  give  him  License  to 
say  Mass,  with  a  Proviso  of  being  always 
^sitted  by  aoother  Priest. 

2  P  2  DUpensalioiu 
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Dispensation  of  Oathsm 

THE  Dispensation  of  an  Oath  or  Con- 
tiact  bring  given,  to  the  end  that  one 
may  not  be  driven  or  expelled  from  his  Occa- 
sions or  Employments,  will  be  had  for  07     03     03 

Bat  if  the  Bull  doth  contain  the  Inhibitory 
Clause^  together  with  an  Absdntioa  of  In- 
famy,  it  will  cost  —  —         56     09     06 

And  if  many  are  comprehended  in  the 
same  Fact,  every  one  of  them  most  pay  OS     (XI    QD 

And  if  there  be  many  Contracts  for  the 
tame  Thing  and  amongst  the  same  Persons^ 
for  each  Contract  mast  be  pad,  besufes  the 
Ordinary  Tax  of  the  former  -^  03    OO    OO 

A  Dispensation  for  one  that  hath  sworn 
io  take  his  De|prees,  in  one  University,  and 
neglected  his  ^mise,  so  that  he  could  not 
fet  his  Degrees^  his  Tax  will  be         —  Off    02    OO 

For  ZQ,  Oath  that  cannot  be  kept  without 
incurring  everiasting  Damnation;  as  for  ex* 
ample,  a  dishonest  Vow,  or  some  wicked  Fto- 
mise,  the  Dupensation  will  cost  —  06    OH    00 

And  you  must  take  notice,  that  there  is 
difference  between  the  Tax  of  a  Bishop,  Ab- 
bot,  or  General  of  an  Order,  and  the  Tax 
of  ordinary  Men ;  for  the  Prelates  aie  left  to 
their  Confessor's  Discretion 


DispeThsatttnu  for  the  changing  ofaVoau 

Allan  having vowed«  but  not  solemnly^ 
to  take  the  Habit  of  sonae  Order,  or 
Religion,  to  the  End  he  may  change  his  Vow, 
he  must  have  a  Dispensation  which  is  made 
in  Conscience^  it  will  cost  but  —  15    04     00 

If  a  Man  hath  taken  a  Vow  of  Chastity 
solemnly^  he  is  to  have  his  Dispensation  for 
not  keeping  his  Vow,  if  need  be,  but  he  is 
to  pay  the  Prelate  the  Swn  of  ^         l«    04    00 

If 
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If  any  Man,  after  taking  an  QaCh  of  enters 
ing  into  a  religioafl  Life,  takes  a  Fancy  to 
fnarry  rather  than  to  perform  bis  Oath  (x 
proceed  according  to  his  Vow,  he  is  to  be  ab- 
solved i^/ttre,  oniy  he  must  pay  —         15    04    OQ 

And  he  shall  be  enjoined,  in  the  Bull,  to 
^tand  to  his  Vow  in  case  he  outlives  his  first 
Wife. 

For  the  prolonging  of  the  Term  of  Vows, 
to  go  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  or  to  Saint  Pt- 
ier'9  at  Rome,  provided  there  be  a  lawful  Cause 
for  it,  yet  a  Dispensation  will  cost         *  09    02    09 

If  the  Dispensation  be  for  two  Years^  it 
will  be  but  —  —  04    00    01 

For  changing  the  Pilgrimage  of  the  Sepul- 
chre for  another,  you  must  pay  —  12    03    (DO 

Besides  gratifying  the  Prelate,  to  change  on6 
Vow  for  another,  will  cost  —  06    02    06 

For  getting  a  Priviledge  from  fasting  or  a 
Permission  to  wear  another  Habit,  rather  than 
the  Habit  of  the  Order  wherein  one  took  his 
Vow  and  made  his  Profession,  is  —        06    02    06 

If  the  Bull  contmns  a  great  number^  the 
first  Man  must  pay  a  whole  Tax>  and  every 
one  of  the  rest  a  half. 

But  if  they  are  not  related,  and  all  of  one 
House,  every  Man  must  pay  the  whole  Tax, 

But  if  it  be  for  a  Chapter,  or  Convent,  or 
some  great  College;  and  that  tJie  changing 
of  the  Vow,  shall  be  for  a  Perpetuity,  th^ 
bust  pay  —  —  100    00    OQ 


DispensatioTts  Jbr  changing  the  Hours  ofPrayers. 

THE  Knights  of  Malta,  and  such  others, 
who  would  not  be  cpnfined  to  any  cer* 
tain  Time  nor  Hour,  but  to  be  left  to  their 
own  Pleasure,  their  Dispensation  will  cost         10    03     06 

A  Reduction  or  changing  of  Divine  Service 
for  one  that  is  defective  m  Sight,  or  has  any 
other  Impedimei^t,  is  —  12    00    06 

2 1*3  Ha 


He  that  Inyetb  aside  the  Custoni  of  fais  own 
Older,  and  useth  that  of  another^  mu^t  paj 
for  his  Dispeusaiion  -^  .^         09     02     06 

If  a  Chapter  or  Conrcnt  would  change  their 
Liturgy,  their  Dispensation  will  cost  60     15     OO 

And  if  the  BiilJ  will  authorize  them  to  al- 
ter their  Prayers,  that  is  lo  say,  10  rehearse 
the  last  for  the  tirst,  and  the  tirst  for  liie  last, 
the  Dispensation  will  cost  —  100     15     OO 


Dispensations  for  doing  contrary  to  the  Kew 
Testament. 


THE  ordinary  Tax  hereof  is  —        12     06     06 

The  removing  of  dead  Corps  from  one 
place  to  another,  or  to  transfer  a  Congrega* 
tion,  or  the  Mass,  that  is  to  say,  into  an/ 
Place,  only  that  PJace  which  was  appointed 
for  it,  a  Dispensation  will  cost  «-  «         60    OO    OO 


Dispensations  for  the  Reduction  or  Diminution 
of  the  Mass. 


TO  rednce  or  shorten  a  Mass  when  the 
Revenue  is  small,  the  Dispensation  will 
cost  —  _  _  04     03     C>6 

And  if  the  I^ibitory  Clause  be  added,  you 
must  pay  —  —  08    06     OQ 

If  a  Rector  of  any  Benefice  desires  a  Dis- 
pensation for  abbreviating  tlie  Mass,  and  that  ^ 
lie  would  have  this  Dispensation  to  be  for  him 
and  bii  Successors,  he  may  obtain  his  Request, 
but  he  shall  pay             -<                    —           30     10     00 

If  it  be  a  Chapter,  College,  or  Corpora- 
tion that  desire  such  a  Dispeosationtthey  must 
pay  —  -  40    10    oa 


Dispensations 
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Dispensations  for  Cofkjtrmatiom^ 

THE  Confirmation  of  a  Statute  for  a  Ca- 
thedral, will  cost  -  80     19    00 

If  it  be  for  a  College,  it  will  cost  but  6Q    15     03 

The  Confirmntion  of  a  League  or  Agree- 
ment noade  between  two  Persons  of  Quality, 
provided  that  their  being  in  Amity,  Peace, 
or  Charity  one  with  another,  wiil  he  rather 
to  the  Advantage,  than  to  the  Disadvantage 
of  the  Church,  and  that  their  Agreement  will 
be  according  to  the  Canons  of  the  Law,  will 
cost  but  —  —  12     03     06 

All  Confirmations  of  the  Alienations  of  Ec- 
clesiastical Goods,  are  taxed  at  —         12    03     06 

The  Confirmation  of  a  Statute  concerning 
a  certain  Number  of  £cclesiastical  fieneficesj 
will  cost  —   ^  —  40     10    00 

A  Confirmation  for  an  Erection  or  Re- 
serve of  a  Right  of  Patronage,  will  cost  ac- 
cording to  Value  or  Profit  of  the  Patronage, 
at  least  --  ^  33     Iff    09 

The  Confirmation  for  a  perpetual  League 
or  Alliance  made  by  the  Ordinary,  for  a  Fact 
which  the  Law  allows  of,  will  cost  but  50    00    00 

Dispensations  for  Benefices  and  Rights  for  the 
Poor. 

A  Prescript  to  choose  a  Temative  that  odq 
would,  or  for  to  confirm  unto  a  Pooc 
Man  the  term  of  five  Years,  wMth  the  choice 
of  Paymasters  and  Creditors,  will  cost  05    00    00 

And  if  the  Clause  Derogatory  be  added 
from  the  Law,  with  Orders  for  Bankrupts  and 
Brokers,  in  a  certain  Way  and  Form  paying 
their  Creditors,  it  will  cost  .  —  08    O:^    09 

But  if  it  b6  for  a  Clerk,  and  granted  in  a 
Chapter,  it  will  be  —  -^        05    Oi    06 

2  F  4  And 
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And  if  the  Biill  contains  an  Absolution  from 
Ecclesiastical  Censures,  it  will  cost  06     01      06 

And  if  the  Bull  brings  Dispensations  for 
Irregularities^  it  will  cost  —  gO     02     O9 

Dispensations  for  Declarations. 

\  LL  Declarations  of  Ijbw,  whether  it  be 
J^  Matters  of  Religion,  or  Muider,  or  any 
Other  thing,  are  ordinarily  taxed  -«  OS     02     06 

But  if  it  be  in  cases  of  Matrimony,  it  will 
cost  -  —  —  09    03     07 

For  Transumptis,  videmus,  &  per  inde  valere. 

IF  any  Priest  having  lost  the  Letteri  of  his 
Orders,  comes  to  the  Bishop  which  ordain- 
ed him  before,  tlicn  he  roust  pay  for  the  re- 
newing liis  Letters  and  his  Commission  again j 
the  Sum  of  —  —  06    02    OO 

For  a  Letter  of  Indictment  for  a  Fact  cora- 
mitted  in  the  Time  of  Supplication,  though 
it  was  no  Hindrance  to  the  Confessors  of  the 
Bull,  neither  occasioned  the  altering  or  chang- 
ing the  Rate  whii:h  was  set  before  upon  llie 
said  Bull,  will  cost  -^  —     06    02     OO 

But  if  the  Rate  or  Tax  was  changed,  and 
that  it  exceeded  Six  Pound,  you  must  pay  the 
overplus 

Licenses  and  Dispensations  for  Indulgejicles. 

A  Licence  for  transferring  a  Parish  Churdi, 
to  a  Monastery  with  aU  things  thereunto 
t>eiongiUg,  will  cose        -^  —  24    06     06 

And  if  the  Bull  mentions  a  Profanation  of 
the  Piace>  where  the  said  Church  was  Hrst 
erectrtl,  it  will  be  —  —        40    00    00 

A  Licence  for  Building  a  Font  for  the 
Christening  of  Cliildren,  is  —  24    06    OO 

For 
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For  building  a  Collf^gc  Church,  or  the 
'hanging  a  Parochial  into  a  Coliegial,  is  100    00    HO 

To  build  a  Parisli  Churchy  and  therein  to 
erect  a  Font,  is  licensed  for  —  24    06    0? 

A  Licence  for  transferring  a  Church-yard, 
or  a  Sanctuary,  unto  any  temporal  use,  will 
cost  —  —  —  12    03    00 

And  if  this  Alteration  Is  made  upon  the 
Bequest  of  a  whole  Corporation  or  City^  it 
wiUcost  —  —  —    48     U    oa 

A  Licence  to  transfer,  or  remove  Relicks 
from  one  Place  to  another,  is  —         op    02    0(5 

A  Licence  for  saying  Mass  in  an  execrated 
Chapel,  is  —  -  12    03    00 

And  if  the  Bull  holds  a  Privilege  for  erect- 
ing a  Parochial  Church  in  that  Place,  it  will 
cost  —  "^     —  18    03    06 

A  resen^e  of  a  Right  of  Patronage  for  one's 
•self  and  Heirs,  will  cost        —  —         40     10    06 

To  build  a  Shop  in  the  Alley  or  Eiitr>'  of 
any  Church,  will  cost  —  12    03    00 

A  Licence  for  erect-ng  a  Fraternity  and  a 
JITunnery,  together  with  a  Permission  for  their 
being  conversant  one  with  another,  and  also 
Authority  to  confess  one  to  another,  and  for 
keeping  a  neat  Ahar  j  and  for  receiving  the 
Sacrament  at  their  Pleasure  —  01     02    06 

To  change  the  Feast  of  St.  Dirfacui  other- 
wise than  after  the  Manner  and  Order  of  that 
Rubrick  de  Translationem  officiis,  will  cost        12     13    06 

A  Licence  for  saying  Mass  in  all  Places, 
will  cost  —  —  09    00    00 

For  one  Priest  to  say  Mass  twice  a  Day, 
nay  three  times>  if  he  be  in  itrrd  luereticd         05     03     0() 

But  if  a  College,  Church,  or  Chapter,  or 
a  Corporation  of  Secular  Priests  together,  de- 
sire this  Privilege,  it  will  cost  them  100     18     00 

A  whole  City  being  interdicted,    yet  the 
'  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  that  City 
may  have  a  Licence  to  hear  Mass  in  their  own  ** 

Houses,  and  may  «lso  be  buried  in  their  own 
Chapels,  paying  for  their  Licence        —         100    06    00 

But 
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.   But  if  tbey  will  have  an  Altar  fwrtabile, 

tbat  is,  a  portable  Altar,  they  must  pay  more    OS     00     00 

If  the  fiull  be  for  the  Husband  and  the 
Wife,  it  will  cost  —  —         09     OO     OO 

And  if  it  comprehends  their  Childreiij  the 
Tax  will  be  —  —  13     OO     OO 

A  Licence  for  saying  two  Masses  before 
Day,  in  nisi  fuerit,  in  terra  h^reiicd,  or  ai 
Christmas  Dav,  when  every  Priest  is  bound 
to  say  three  Masses,  will  cost  —  12     03     06 

To  publish  the  Pardons  of  il>e  Cardinals 
'Without  Licence  from  the  Old! nary,  will  cost     06     00     OO 

A  Licence  for  saying  the-Canonical  Hours, 
in  any  other  way  or  order  than  according  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  Diocess  wherein  one 
is  beneficed,  will  cost  —  —      06    02     00 

And  if  it  be  for  a  Monk,  it  will  cost  Q9     02     09 

And  If  the  Bull  doth  give  him  leave  to  say 
his  Prayers  as  he  likes  best,  it  shall  cost  12    03     Og 

A  Secular  Priest  that  intends  to  dispose  of 
Goods  to  his  Relations,  and  not  to  the  Clergy^ 
he  must  pay  for  his  Licence  •—  12    03     06 

But  if  a  Regular  had  a  Design  to  leave 
some  of  the  Goods  he  hath  in  his  Possession 
unto  his  Friends,  he  must  pay  for  his  Licence    07    03     04 

And  if  the  Goods  were  acquired  out  of  the 
Goods  of  the  Monastciy^  he  cannot  dispose 
of  them,  sine  Licentid  superioris,  and  that  can 
hardly  be  gotten. 

If  a  Bishop  distributes  all  his  Goods  to  hia 
Relations,  he  ought  to  hire  his  Licence,  which 
will  cost  —  —  36    09    00 

If  an  Abbot  J  or  Superior  of  a  Convent,  he 
is  to  pay  •  —  —  50    00    00 

To  diange  one^s  proper  Name  — «•        09    02    09 

A  Licence  for  reconsecrating  a  Church,  or 
Church-yard,  is  ~  —        12    09     06 

A  Licence  for  a  Child  of  twelve  Years  to 
hold  a  Canon*s  Place  in  a  Cathedral,  not- 
withstanding all  the  ilules  of  the  Chancery 
contradicting  such  Things,  yet  he  may  obtain 
hia  Licence  for  .^  .^  12    OS    OS 

Ami 
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And  if  he  b«  (birtiE'en  Years  oId«  he  pavs 
but  ~  —  ~  00    00    00 

For  a  Man  td  hsive  a  Ucence  to  laj  Mass 
in  Greek  amongst  ihe  Grecians  —  09    02    OO 

For  having  Authority  to  visit  the  Holjr  Se- 
pulchre is  —  —  04    01     04 

A  Bishop  that  would  exempt  himself  a 
whole  Year  from  being  consecrated,  he  must 
pay  for  his  Licence  —  —  50    09    06 

And  if  he  would  have  it  for  seven  Years, 
he  may,  paying  only  —  gO    02    09 

A  Licence  for  saying  Mass  with  the  Head 
covered,  shall  cost  —  —         05     09     10 

If  a  Bishop,  or  Abbot,  desires  such  a  Li* 
cence,  he  is  to  pay  —  —  24    06    00 

A  Dls})ensa(ion  for  a  '1  itular  Bishop,  for 
his  nan  Reiidtns,  in  his  own  Bishoprick,  will 
cost  —  —  18    04    02 

Tahold  two  several  Employs  In  the  same 
Chuidi,  will  cost  —  —  12    03     06 

For  a  Titular  Bishop  that  would  exempt . 
himself  from  taking  a  Journey  to  St.  Peter's 
at  Rome^   by  reason  of  the  Distance  of  the 
Place,  a  Licence  will  cost  —  24    05    CO 

And  if  it  be  for  ever  —  52     J  2    06 

A  Dispensation  for  the  Bastard  of  a  Lay- 
man  or  Clergyman,  thnt  he  may  enjoy  the 
Legacy  or  Gift,  which  his  Father  haib  left, 
as  far  as  the  Value  of  two  hundred  Ducats, 
it  will  cost  —  —  12     03     05^ 

And  if  he  be  the  Son  of  a  Monk,  that  hath 
Power  to  make  a  Will,  he  pays  —  34    06    00 

To  preach  on  Sundays,  and  other  Festival 
Days,  for  the  Space  of  ^\e  Yea'-s,  for  the  re- 
deeming of  poor  Prisoners,  the  Licence  will 
QO&t  —  —  12    03    06 

For  the  Chapter  of  a  Cathedral,  to  contri- 
bute some  Monies  for  the  Maintenance  and 
Reparation  of  a  Ibwn,  will  cost  —-        24    06    00 

A  Dispensation  for  a  temporal  Lord,  and 
his  Family,  to  eat  the  Flesh  of  Beasts  slain 
by  Saracens,  will  cost  — <  30    09    06 

A 
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A  Woman  of  Honour  accompanied  wi<h 
four  Gentlewomen  more,  having  a  Desire  to 
visit  a  Convent  four  times  a^  Year»  and  then  to 
MAy  for  a  considerable  time^  must  pay  for  her 
Licence  —  —  12    03     o6 

A  Father  that  will. put  his  Daughter  to 
be  bred  with  Nuns  in  their  Convent,  must 
pay  —  -  10    OS     Off 

A  Licence  for  a  married  Man,  for  receive 
ing  the  Habit  of  the  third  Order  of  St. 
Francis^  that  is  to  say,  the  Habit  of  Penance, 
will  cost  —  —  12     03     00 

A  Licence  for  a  Knight  of  St.  Jamts^  that 
be  may  marry  a  Widow,  contrary  to  the  Order 
of  his  Knighthood  —  —     .     12     03     06 

A  Licence  for  a  Friar,  to  hear  the  Con- 
fession  of  any  other  Nuns  but  those  of  his  own 
Habit  and  Order,  will  cost  —  15     04     CO 

A  Licence  for  an  Abbess,  and  three  or  four 
of  her  Nuns,  together  with  so  many  jocund 
Friars  to  go  abroad  in  the  Country,  to  see 
some  Lands  and  Tenements  belonging  to  the 
Mother  Abbess,  and  there  to  recreate  them- 
selves for  a  Week  or  two,  wiU  cost        —        24    06    00 

They  may  stay  a  little  longer,  provided  they 
go  always  dini  ks  bint,  that  is  to  say,  two  and 
two,  and  they  are  to  have  a  great  Care  least 
ihey  may  give  any  bad  Example,  and  if  they 
do  not  live  Caste,  that  is  Chaste,  ai  4east  let 
them  live  Caute,  that  is  warily. 

A  Cordelier  having  acquired  a  parcel  o^ 
Lands  or  a  Sum  of  Mouay  by  his  own  In* 
dastry,  may  leave  it  to  his  Nephews  or  Rcla- 
tions,  paying  for  his  Licence,  the  Sura  of  12    03    00 

A  Regular  having  a  desire  to  wear  Shirts, 
or  to  lay  in  Sheets,  must  pay  for  his  Licence       12    03     C6 

A  whole  Cbfivent  of  Friars  having  a  desire 
to  change  from  one  Order  to  another,  must 
pay  for  their  Licence  —  —        ^     10    00 

But  if  the  Older  to  which  they  alter  be  the 
more  straight,  they  pay  only  —  VX    Q^    oS 

But  if  they  change  one  Convent  for  ano< 
ther,  witii  tha  Revenues  and  Utensils^  and  i^ 

oiher 
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otber  Goods,  the  Prior  or  Gnardtan  of  each 

Convent,  must  pay        —  —  00    00    00 

A  Licence  to  live  in  a  Hermitage,  will  cost    ]  3    03    06 

An  Apostate  having  renoanced  his  Habit 
and  Order>  and  being  again  desirous  to  turn 
to  his  fornier  Profession^  must  pay  for  hi# 
Transgressions  —  -^       10    03    Ofl» 

Lastly,  If  any  Man  have  a  desire  to  wear 
the  Habit  of  any  Order  privately,  or  under 
his  owh  Garment,  he  must  pay  for  his  Li- 
cence, the  Sum  of       «—  — •  06    03    06 
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THE 


POSTSCRI  P  T. 


A  ND  now  I  hope  I  have  made  good  that  t  pro* 
•^^  mifed,  fufficienlly  difcovcring  the  Cheats  of  ihcfe 
Merchants  of  Suuls;  and  therefore  your  Charity  will 
give  me  leave  to  fay  with  the  Aposile,  honum  certa- 
men  ceftaviy  though  I  have  not  mentioned  half  the 
Abominations  that  are  pra^lifed  in  this  Kind,  but  I 
hope  this  is  enough  to  prove,  that  Money,  rather  th^a 
true  Repentance,  is  made  the  Ground  of  the  Abfolu- 
tion  of  the  moft  heinous  Sins.:  But  I  hope  God  will 
give  me  more  Leifure,  and  better  Opportunities  of  de- 
te6ling  the  Wickednefs  of  this  myftical  Babylofiy  and 
then  I  engage  never  to  be  weary  of  the  Dcfigu  I  have 
undertook,  in  declaring  to  the  World  the  Enormities 
'  of  that  Church,  whereof  T  was  once  a  Member,  and 
was  (though  ignorantly)  as  great  a  Deluder  as  any  of 
them*  But  thanks  be  to  God  who  hath  opened  the 
Eyes  of  my  Underftanding  to  difcover  the  Light  of 
his  glorious  Gofpel,  which  I  acknowledge  as  his  in- 
finite Mercy,  and  who  hath  enjoined  me,  being  now 
converted,  to  ftrengthen  my  Brethren  ;  and,  therefore, 
I  befeech  you,  as  you  love  God,  and  tender  the  Salva- 
tion of  your  own  Souls,  to  detcft  not  only  the  Vices 
themfelves,  but  the  Manner  of  forgiving  them^  prac- 

tifed 


591 

tifed  in  the  Church  of  ROME.  And  beware  of  its 
Miflionaries,  who  go  ^about  like  Wolves  in  Sheeps' 
cloathing,  feeking  whom  they  may  devour;  and  have 
no  other  End,  but  to  breed  Confufions  amongfi  us, 
to  make  us  break  the  Bond  of  Union  and  Charity,  fn 
which  we  ought  to  be  united,  in  one  Lord  Jesus; 
To  whom,  be  all  Honour,  aud  Glory,  World  with-^ 
(iut  End. 


THE 

ABSOLUTION. 


T  Have  here  fct  down  for  the  better  Confirmation 
and  Juftification  of  the  Truth  of  this  BOOK,  the 
particular  Form  of  Abfolution,  that  thefe  Miflionaries 
do  ufe  to  fuch  Perfons  as  do  confefs  to  them,  and  this 
is  called  Abfolutio  gratialis,  and  is  mod  commonly 
ufed  to  Sick  Perfons* 

After  the  Penitent  has  confcfled  his  Sins,  the 
Miffionary  begins  his  Abfolution  after  this  Manner: 

Misereatur  tut  omnipotens  Deus^  &  dimissis 
omnibus  peccaiis  tuisy  perducat  ie  ad  vitam 
ietemam.     Amen. 

Jndulgenliam,  j^bsolutionemj  &  Remissionem 
omnium  peccatorum  tuorum  tribuat  tibi  omni* 
potens  isf  misericors  Dominus,     Amen. 

Deindt 
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Deinde   Injungii  p^enitentiam,    siaa    ^m 
videbitur  conveniens,  ^  postea  dicii, 

T\Ominus  noster  Jesus  Ckristusj   te  absolvai  : 
&  ego,  Authoritate  ipsius  qud  fungoVj    te 
alsolvOy  Imprimis  ah  omni  Finculo  excomviuni^ 
cathnis,  majorts  &  minoris  :  (Sifuerit  CferictiSy 
dicetj  suspensionis  aut  interdiclij  si  forte  incur-- 
rit :)  &  deinde  absolvo  te  ab  omnibus  peccatis 
tuisy  Cs?  ab  omnibus  poenis  tibi  in  Purgatorio 
debitis  pro  peccatis  &f  delictisy    &f  restituo  te 
unitati  6f  participationi  Ecclesue :    6?   virltUe 
[et^ciuthoi'itatespecialimihiijihdcpar^ieCommitsdy 
restituo  te  illi  Innocentia  in  qud  eras  quando 
baptizatus  fuisti;  ^,  si  hdc  vice  non  moriarisp 
reservo  tibi  hanc  gratiam  pro  extreme  mortis 
articulo^  in  nomine  Patrls  G?  Filiij  6?  Spiritis 
sancti.    Atneni  Jesus. 

Passio  Domini  nostri  Jesu  Christl,  t^  merita 
Beat^e  Marue  semper  Firginis^  £sf  omnium  sano- 
iorum  S«f  sanctarum  ut  quicquid  boni  Jecerisy 
vel  mali  patienter  sustinueris^  sint  tibi  in  Remis^ 
sionem  peccaiorum,  augmentum  graticej  &f  pne- 
mium  vita  atemte.    Amen.     Pax  tecum* 


THV 
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THE 


ABSOLUTION 


THUa  ENQZISaSD. 


OUR  Lord  Jefus  Cbrifi  abfolve  thee:  and  by  Virtue 
of  the  Aothority  that  I  hold^  I  do  abfolve  thee; 
Firft^  from  all  forts  of  Excominunications,  whether 
great  or  fmall :  (If  the  Penitent  be  a  Clerk,  he  mud 
fay;  from  all  forts  of  Sufpenfions  and  Interdicts,  (if 
by  chance  he  hath  incurred  any)  Then  I  abfolve  thee 
from  all  thy  Sins,  and  from  all  Sins  and  Torments 
due  to  thee  in  Purgatory  for  thy  Sins  and  Tranfgref- 
fions ;  and  I  receive  thee  into  the  Union  and  Partici- 
pation of  the  Church ;  and  by  Virtue  of  a  fpecial 
Authority  to  me  committed,  I  reftore  thee  into  that 
Innocency  in  which  thou  haft  been  when  thou  wert 
baptized :  And  if  thou  die  not  at  this  Time,  I  referve 
t&ee  this  Grace,  to  the  Hour  of  thy  Death,  In  the 
Name  of  the  Father^  8cc.  and  by  the  Merits  and  Paf- 
fion  of  our  Lard  and  Saviour  Jefus  CbAfti  and  the 
Merits  of  the  ever  blefled  Virgin  Mary,  and  of  all  the 
Saints  and  Virgins;  that  whatfoever  Good  thou  baft 
done,  and  whatfoever  Injuries  thou  patiently  haft  fuf* 
fered,  let  them  be  unto  thee  a  Remiffion  of  thy  Sins, 
and  an  Augmentation  to  Grace,  and  ^  Pramium  of 
life  everlafting.    Amin.  *  Peace  be  with  you. 

8  a  N.  B. 


N.  B.  Tbe/e  Names  of  Miffionaries  and  Foemten^ 
tiaries  are  all  one;  the  Difiinffion  onfy  is,  thai  thops 
Poenitentiaries  Ad  refidc  In  ibg  Couri  o/'Rome^  and  ikg 
Miffionaries  are  thofe  wbicb  are  iij^erfei  ihraugb  Ae 
World,  noiaHtifiasufing  tboj/  have  the  fame  Power  msd 
AutharUy  to  ahfolve,  id  eft,  a  CaGbus  ReTervatis; 
tbe  Truth  is,  thofe  do  not  direSly  accumulate,  or  gaiker 
tbe/e  Sums,  lut  tbef  are  to  enlighten  the  Penance  and 
Pilgrimage  of  the  Penitents  for  faying  tbefe  foremen^ 
tkned  Taxes  to  their  feveral  Dixies,  appointed  in  all 
Places  to  that  Purpofe. 


THE 

AUTHOR'S  TESTIMONY 


TIESE  are  to  certify  AH  whom  it  xo^fj  Coiicer%^ 
that  Mr.  ArUhxmy  Egane,  Clerk,  lately  a  Fiw^ 
ctfcan  Friar  in  Ireland,  bui  now  of  (he  Reformed 
Religion,  hath  for  the  Time  of  his  Abpd^  in  Uie  Uni^ 
verfity  of  Oxford,  behaved  himfelf  foberly,  difcreetly^ 
and  ftudioufly,  and  thereby  hath  been  »  happy  Means 
to  reduce  fome  Perfons  to  the  Cburpb  of  England^ 
who  had  been  formerly  perverte4.  In  fVitnefs  where* 
of,  I  hav^  b^npuotQ  pnt  my  Hwd  and  Stal»  in  fse^ 

Caufea 


Caufesufualy  this  Tweniy^nlnth  Dsiy  oi  Auguft,  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,  1673. 

P.  Baib  and  JVeUs, 
Vipe-Chs^p-  of  Oxon, 

Job.  fFatiis,  Geo.  Profef- 
for^  Oxon. 

Tb<y.  TateSi   Prefident  of 
BrazenNofe. 

JUa.  Bafkutftp  Principal  of 
Trmtn  College. 

Jb.  Campion,  Proft. 
SMior 

WmTe/lor^  Tbo.Barlo'v, 
Coll.  Bfiffjhe  Vr^pkfUuf. 

T3io.  Tvllie  AuU  St.  Ed- 
mundi  Principalis . 

C$pia  Fira* 
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APPENDIX; 


THUS  yoa  have  Teea  (good  Reader)  fotne  of  the 
great  and  crying  Abonrkinatioos,  practifed  not 
only  with  Impunity^  but  with  Encouragement  and 
Approbation  in  the  Church  of  ROME.  You  have 
feen^  likewife,  the  Author's  Sobriety,  Dircretion,  and 
Induflry  in  promoting  the  Caufe  of  Truth,  aflerted  by 
fuch  as  had  too  great  a  Stock  of  Reputation  of  their 
own  to  venture  on  any  thing  lefs  than  the  mott  full 
and  well-grounded  Convi&ion.  So  that  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  the  lead  room  to  doubt  the  Truth  of  ibe 
Matter  of  Fa£t..  How  can  it  fail  then  to  raife  in  the 
Minds  of  all  unbiafled  Readers,  the  utmoft  Detefia- 
tion  and  Abhorrence,  to  fee  thofe  Works  of  the 
Devil,  which  the  Son  of  God  came  to  defiroy,  dif- 
penfed-with  for  the  fake  of  filthy  Lucre  ?  Is  it  poffible 
they  (hould  commit  the  Cufiody  of  their  Souls  to  fuch 
falfe  Guides,  as  prefer  worldly  Intereft  to  Religion, 
Mammon  to  God?  Neither  are  thefe  (though  one 
would  think  enough  to  (liock  any  Perfon  of  fober 
Thought  and  Reflection)  the  only  Abufcs  of  thaf 
Apoftate  Church :  The  whole  Syftem  of  its  Principles 
(fuch  I  mean  wherein  it  Hands  diftinguiihed  firom  the 
Do&rine  of  Proteftants,  and  for  which  they  feparated 
from  it)  feems  to  be  little  elfe  than  a  Complication  of 
grofs  Abfurdities,  and  abominable  Corruptions. 

To 
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To  defcend  a  Ifttle  to  particulars,  and  that  very 
briefly :  That  Church,  whofe  DoSrines  are  deftruc- 
tive  of  the  true  End  of  Converfation,  and  the  quiet 
of  Faniilies ;  that  is  fitted  to  difturb  and  undermine 
the  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  Princes  and  Communi- 
ties ;  that  robs  God  of  his  Glory,  detracts  from  the 
All-fufficiency  of  our  Saviour's  Merits  ;  that  locks  up 
from  a  great  Part  of  its  Members  the  Key  of  faving 
Knowledge;  that  is  rigidly  fevere  in  uncommanded 
Infiances,  and  fcandaloufly  loofe  in  exa£ting  the  Pre- 
cepts of  the  Gofpel ;  that  bids  Defiance^ to  Mens'  Rea- 
fon  and  Senfes;  that  renders  the  llriAeft  Preparation 
of  its  Commimicants,  to  that  which  itfelf  owns  to  be 
the  mod  foleran  Ordinance  of  Religion,  poOibly  at 
l^a(l,  frujtlefs  apd  ineflfedual,  by  th^t  pernicious  Doc- 
trine of  the  Validity  of  Sacraments  depending  on  the 
Intention  of  the  Priefl;  that  refills  and  vilifies  the 
Authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  contradicts  the 
JDoSrines  and  Pradices  of  the  Firfi  and  pureft  Ages 
of  Chridianity,  forces  its  way  (whf re  it  can)  by  the 
inoft  cruel  and  fapguinary  Methods }  and  after  all,  has 
left  us  without  Hopes  of  a  Reformation  of  its  Errors^ 
by  arrogating  to  itfelf  an  Infallibility,  though  not 
fgreed  where  to  place  it:  That  Church,  I  fay,  in 
which  all  thefe  Corruptions  are  to  be  found  (and  they 
^re  all  to  be  found  in  the  Roman  Church),  is  fo  far 
(whatever  glorious  PretenQons  it  may  make)  from 
being  the  Pillar  and  Ground  of  Truth,  and  the  pure 
^nd  undefiled  Spoufe  of  Jefus  Chrift,  from  which 
whatfoever  is  fepar^ted,  is  at  the  fame  Time  feparaied 
from  Chrifl  himfclf ;  that  on  the  contrary,  Commuiiioa 
with  it  is  extremely  hazardous  of  Salvation.  Can  it  be 
ptherwife  than  extremely  hazardous  to  communicate 
2  a  3  with 
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i;rith  thcrfc  who  have  fuperfedcd  the  Nccefflty  rf  bring 
Hdy  in  irTi  manner  of  Conirerfation }  and  of  abftain- 
ing  frotn  afl  Appearance  of  Evil,  by  Iheir  DiftinftMm 
of  Srns  into  Mortal  and  Venial,  that  is  (as  themfelm 
explain  it)  fuch  as  do,  and  fuch  as  do  not,  defenre 
eternal  Damnation  ?  When  yet  we  are  aflbred  from 
Scripture,  that  ihe  ff^ages  ofcvtry  Sin  is  Dtaib;  That 
pure  and  undefiUd  Religion  is  to  keep  on/i  felf  unfpot' 
fed  Jrom  the  fPhrld  j  That  whatever  Pixificiency  we 
have  made  in  Virtue  and  Religion,  we  are twdio  reclw 
ibai  ive  bave  already  attained  A  faiiicient  Meafure, 
but  advance  flill  onwards  to  Perfeftion.  That  we 
are  commanded  ic  love  tie  Lord  our  Ood,  witb  all 
cur  Heart  J  and  Souls^  and  Strengib  j  and  our  Neigh- 
bour as  our/elves;  lo  he  Followers  t^  God\  and  h  be 
VerfeBj  even  as  our  Paiher  ivbo  it  in  tjeaven  is  Per-^ 
fe£l.  How  mull  this  loofc  Principle  four  and  poifim 
Cbnverfation,  when  even  the  ftriAeft  Bonds  tui 
fcarce  hinder  Men  from  being  troublefotne  and  in- 
jurious to  one  another?  What  can  be  thought  of 
their  making  the  Sacrament  of  Penance  joined  tvith 
Contrition,  fufficient  for  Salvation,  but  that  they  de- 
firoy  the  Neccflity  of  Kepentance,  by  fubflituting  in 
it's  Aead,  a  cheap  and  e^sy  l^emedy  ?  For  what 
need  a  Man  be  at  the  PainS  of  mortifying  his  Paf- 
fions  and  Appetites,  and  forfaking  his  Sins,  fince, 
though  he  commits  them  again,  upon  confeffing  them 
with  Sorrow  to  the  Prieft,  and  receiving  Abfolinion, 
he  is  made  perfectly  whole )  Their  Doctrine  of  In- 
dulgencies,  or  the  difpoiing  of  Pardons  for  Money, 
fSc.  is  another  grofs  and  fcandalous  Abufe,  that  can- 
not fail  of  being  very  mifchievous  to  Souls.  I  fliall 
tranfcribe  two  Porms  of  them,  which  fiaay  be  found 
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io  tbe  Hours  of  the  Blefled  Virgin^  Secundum  usum 
Sarum.  The  firft  is  of  Pope  John  XXII.  for  faying 
three  Prayers,  as  follows : 

Thy s  Three  Prayers  be  written  in  the  Cha^- 
pelle  of  the  Holy  Crosse  in  kome^  otherwise 
called  Sacellum  Sandtae  Crucis  Septem  Ro- 
fliMOrum,  ufhoo  that  devoutly  say  them  shall 
obtain  90,000  Years  of  Pardon  for  dedly 
Sins^  graunted  by  our  Holie  Father  Jo.  82« 
Pope  of  Rome. 

Tbe  oUies  »a  for  St.  BetnardiM^  of  Siena^  daily 
kneeling  in  Urn  WorAip  of  the  Na«e  of  Jefus,  thtts : 

Tl^s  m^i  devoutly  Prayer  said  the  Holy 
Father  St^  Bernardine^  dayly  kneeling  in 
tie  tPhrship  of  the  most  Holy  Name  Jesu. 
Andyt  is  tvell  to  believe  that  thro*  the  Invo* 
cation  of  that  most  excellent  Name  of  Jesu, 
S.  Bernard*  obtained  a  singular  Reward  of 
perpetual  Consolation  of  out  Lord  J&su 
Christ,  uind  thys  Prayer  ie  written  in  a 
Table  that  hangeth  at  Rome,  in  S.  Petcrh 
Chutch,  nere  to  the  higH^Awier,  there  as 
our  Holy  Father  the  Pope  duely  is  wonte  to 
say  the  Office  of  the  Massok^  And  hoo  that 
devoutly  with  a  contrite  Heart  dayly  say 
thys  Qryson,  yfhe  be  that  Day  in  the  State 
of  eternal  Damnation,  than  thys  ^eternal 
a  0^4  Payne 
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Payne  shall  he  ehaunged  him  in  temper  at 
Payne  of  Purgatory y  than  yf  he  hath  cfe- 
served  the  Payne  of  Purgatory^  yt  shall  be 
forgotten  and  forgiven,  thorm  ike  infinite 
Mercy  of  God. 

I  think  little  need  be  faid,  to  (hew  how  this  Doc- 
trine of  Indulgencies^  joined  with  that  of  Purgatory 
(which  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  State  of  Punifliment,  firom 
whence  the  Souls  of  the  Dead  may  he  delivered  by 
the  Prayers  and  Maifes  of  the  Living,)  tends  to  de- 
ftroy  the  great  End  of  our  Saviour's  Undertaking 
which  waSy  that  be  might  redeem  us  from  aU  baqmfyf 
and  purify  to  iimfeff  a  ftcuUat  Pe^^  steabus  ff 
good  JVoris.   What  wonder  is  it  that  their  Zeal  AouM 
flag^  who  are  perfuaded,  that^  though  their  Repentaooe 
18  not  finished  ip  this  Lifei  it  may  in  another,  and 
themfelves  be  finally  accepted  ?    As  for  tb'is  DpArine 
of  Purgatory,  the  Scripture  i$  wholly  filent  about  it  9 
It  fpeaks,  indeed,  of  everlailing  Happinefs  appointed 
for  the  Good,  and  everlading  Mifery  for  the  Wicked, 
but  not  one  Word  appears  In  it  of  this  middle  State* 
We  arc  tcU  there  that  the  Dead  are  hkffed  that  £a 
in  the  Lord,  that  tbey  reji  from  their  Labours^  and 
their  Works  follow  them.    We  do  not  find,  indeed, 
that  any,  whofe  B^pentance  is  not  finiflied  as  well  as 
begun  ip  this  Life,  can  be  faid  to  die  in  the  Lord, 
or  be  capable  of  that  Bleflednefs.    There  we  read  is 
a  powerful  Motive  to  Perfeveranpe  and  Conftancy  iu 
good  Works,  that,  if  our  earthly  Boufe  of  this  Tabet^ 
nacle  be  dtffolvedj  we  have  a  Building  with  God,  « 
Houfe  not  made  with  Hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens  9 

And 
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And  to  free  the  Matter  fitHii  the  leaft  Poflibility  of 
Doubt^  it  is  ufliered  in  with.  We  know.     Agaio» 
the  Penitent  Thief  was  translated  from  the   Crofs, 
immediately  to  Paradife.    In  the  Parable  of  the  Rich 
Man  and  Lazarus^  which  feems  plainly  defigned  to 
acquaint  us  with  the  Happinefs^  and  Mifery  of  Souls 
Separated  from  their  Bodies;  we  find  that  the  one 
went  to  Hcll|  and  the  other  to  Abrabam*s  Bosom^ 
without  the  lead  mention  of  any  middle  State  be* 
tween  them : .  And^  eifewhere,  we  are  told,  that  «/# 
mufl^  at  the  lajl  Judgmititf  giv$  an  Accwnt  fw  ths 
things  done  in  the  Body :  but  no  where,  that  we  (hall 
be  accountable  for  things  done  in  the  Soul  feparate 
from  the  Body, 

What  fliall  we  fay  of  their  Prayers  in  an  unknown 
.Tongue,  of  the  Efficacy  of  Sacraments  depending  oa 
the  bare  Adminiftration,  and  their  interdiding  the 
People  the  faored  Scriptures  ? 

Can  Prayers  be  offered-up  with  that  Devotion,  deep 
Scnfe  of  their  Wants  and  Dependance  on  God,  that 
becomes  poor  indigent  Creatures  fupplicaUng  infinite 
Majefty,  by  tfaofe  who  know  not  what  it  is  they  pray, 
4)T  rather,,  what  the  Pried  fays  for  them  ? .  Not  to  fay 
bow  contrary  this  PraAice  is  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  to  the  conftant  Ufage  of  the  Church  of  Chrift  for 
many  Ages. 

Nothing  need  be  added  to  (hew  the  pernicious  Con- 
fequences  of  their  Doftrine  of  the  Efficacy  of  Sacra- 
ments,  fince  it  can  hardly  be,  that  any  can  be  fo  ig- 
norant as  not  to  difcover,  that  it  takes-away  the  Necef* 
(ity  of  Mens*  preparing  their  Minds  for  them. 

Their  interdiding  People  the  Ufe  of  the  BiSle, 
fnay  well  be  reckoned  as  a  Part  of  that  worldly  Wif« 
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nothing  being  more  aa  enemjr  to  their  DoArioM  attd 
Praaiccsy  than  that  Holy  Book:  But  how  they  flkmll 
be  id>le  to  anfwer  to  God  and  their  own  CoofeieiMtts 
kf  the  Lofii  of  tboTe  Souk  which  they  were  obliged  to 
watch  over,  and  to  whom  they  denied  the  mofl  fil  and 
proper  Means  of  Station,  hecoaei  them  ferioufly 
to  confides    One  of  the  Holy  Prophets,   obferviqg 
fome  in  hia  Days,  applying  themfdvcs  to  other  Meaaa 
of  Knowledge,  inftead  of  the  ScriptQre%  relera  than 
to  thore  Writings^  &yingi   Te  the  Low,  and  to  tbe 
Tefiimony :  if  they  /peak  not  aceardkig  to  Ibk  fFprJ^ 
ii  is  becaufo  then  is  no  lAgbt  in  tbsm.    Oar  Saviour 
commands  io  fearcb  the  Scriptures.     St»  Panl  coa* 
gratolates  the  Happineb  of  Timothy^  becattfe  he  had 
inown  the  Scriptures  Jroem  a  Child  i  which  he  adds, 
were  able  to  make  him  wife  unto  Sal?alio«b     The 
Bereans  have  this  great  Eticomium  given  thea  by  an 
tnfpired  Penman^  that  they  were  more  noble  than  thofe 
of  Tbejhionisa,  becaufe  they  fearehed  the  Scriptures 
daily,  to  fee  whether  thofe  things  were  (oi  thati^ 
they  did  not  take  things  upon  Truft,  bitt  by  an  impar- 
tial comparing  one  Ilace  of  Scripture  wilh  another, 
dtfcemed  the  Truths  wliich  St.  Paul  and  Silas  dcFrver* 
ed  to  them.    That  the  Scriptures  were  in  the  Hands 
of  the  People  in  the  firft  Ages  of  Chridianity,  is  plain 
from  this  one  Inftance,  viu^   that  their  Pcrfecutors 
commanding  them  to  deliver  up  their  Bibles  to  be 
burnt,  many  of  them  chofe  rather  to  part  with  their 
Lives  than  their  Bibles,  and  thofe  that  did  not^  were 
called  Traditores,  that  is,  Betrayers. 

I  forbear  to  inftance,   in  their  Dodrine  of  feven 
Sacraments,  Co^libacy  of  the  Clergy,   their  Sprink* 
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ling  with  Holy  Water,  Baptizing  of  BelU,  Exor- 
cifms.  Pilgrimages,  their  rending  their  Flefli  with 
Whips  and  Scourges,  as  if,  infiead  of  a  Being  of  in* 
finite  Goodnefs,  they  were  ihe  Worlhippers  of  fome 
heathen  Deity,  or  evil  Daemon,  who  delighted  in  the 
Mifery  of  his  Votaries  \  their  placing  too  much  of 
Religion  in  external  Performances,  and  Abftinence8» 
^c.  That  is,  in  little  Trifles,  and  infignificant  No- 
things :  Becaufe  I  defigned  this  for  an  Appendix,  not 
a  Treatife. 

However,  I  (hall  venture  to  take  up  a  little  more  of 
the  Reader's  Time,  by  faying  fomething,  (though  very 
briefly)  to  thefe  Particulars  following,  vie.^Their  Doc- 
trine of  Merit,  Tranfubftantiation,  the  Sacrifice  of 
ihe  Mafs,  half  Communion,  Traditions,  their  Idola^ 
try.  Cruelty  and  Perfidioufnefs  to  thofe  who  diflent 
from  them.  % 

I  The  firft  of  thefe  feems  not  to  have  the  lead  Foua* 
dation,  either  in  Scripture  or  Reafon ;  for  what  Worth 
-is  there  (I  befeech  you)  in  a  few  fliort-lived  Services^ 
made  up  of  Imper&dtons  ?  If  it  were  poflible  for  ua 
to  live  here  many  Ages,  and  perform  all  that  while  a 
mod  exa£l  Obedience  to  the  Divine  Laws,  without  fot 
much  as  flraying  in  a  Thought ;  yet-  even  then  there 
would  be  an  infinite  Difproportion  between  our  Anions 
and  their  Rewards:  How  much  more  when  in  this 
Life,  (hort  a»  it  is,  there  are  fo  many  Defe6ls  in  the 
very  bed  of  us  ?  Our  Saviour  has  fufficiedtly  decided 
this  Point,  telling  us,  that,  when  we  bav$  done  all 
thai  is  commanded  us,  we  are  unprofitable  Servants^ 
we  have  done  no  more  than  was  our  Duty  to  da.  I 
might,  on  this  Head,  have  infilled  on  that  Surplufege 
of  Merits,  which  they  pretend  to  be  in  the  Treafuiy 
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of  llie  Churchj  and  (p  Benefit  not  only  the  Peifons 
meriiing,  but  Muhitudes  befides:  but  I  hope  I  need 
not  tell  you  how  derogatory  this  Opinion  is  to  the 
AH-rufficient  Merits  of  Chrift,  who  having  purchafed 
U8  at  fo  dear  a  Rate,  we  may  be  fure  will  fuffer  no 
Sharers  with  him  in  that  which  is  bis  fole  Preroga- 
the.  I  (hall  fay  no  more  of  Merit,  than  that  it  makes 
a  Man  think  too  well  of  hiiiifelf,  and  too  meanly  of 
God. 

All  that  I  (hall  fay  of  Tranfubftantiaiion,  or  the 
fubfiantial  Change  of  the  Bread  and  Wine,  after  the 
Words  of  Confecration  pronounced  by  the  Prieft,  into 
the  Natural  Body  and  Blood  of  Chrift,  is  that  it  con- 
iradiAs  our  Reafon  and  Senfes,  overthrows  the  moft 
fubftantial  Evidence  for  the  Truth  of  Chriftianity,  is 
contrary  to  the  Nature  of  a  Sacrament,  and  to  thofe 
very  Scriptures,  on  which  they  pretend  to  found  it; 
whether  we  refpcA  the  6th  of  Jobn^  or  "the  Words  of 
Jnftitution,  which  arc  the  principal  Places  cited  by 
them  to  fupport  their  Opinion :  In  the  former  of  which 
we  find,  that  who/ocver  eatetb  Chrijl^s  FUJbj  end 
drifiketb  his  Bloody  hq\h  eternal  Life;  with  more  to 
the  feme  Purpofe.  Now  if  every  one  who  eats  Chrifl"ii 
Flefli,  and  drinks  his  Bloodi  hath  eternal  Life,  then 
it  is  certain,  that  the  Wicked  do  not  eat  his  Flefli,^ 
and  drink  his  Blood ;  which  nothing  hinders  but  they 
might  do,  if  the  Words  of  Confecration,  pronounced 
by  a  Prieft,  produced  fuch  a  wonderful  Change,  as 
they  pretend.  In  the  Words  of  Inflitution,  the  on^ 
is  no  otherwlfe  called  his  Body,  than  as  given  [in  the 
prcfent  Tenfe]  or,  as  St.  Paul  has  explained  it,  broken, 
that  is,  delivered  up  to  the  Death,  nor  the  other  his 
Blood,  butasfhcdj  which  could  not  be  literaHy  true 
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In  the  Inftitulion,  nor  now ;  therefore  its  Truth  nnift 
be  in  Myftery  and  fpiritaal  EffeSsi 

The  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs  Teeins  plainly  to  over-, 
throw  the  Efficacy  of  Chrift's  Sacrifice;  for  if  by  that 
one  Sacrifice  we  are  delivered  from  the  Power  of  the 
Devil,  and  inflated  in  a  Capacity  of  everlafting  Hap- 
pinefs,  what  can  any  New  Sacrifice  do  more  ?  Add 
to  this,  that  we  are  told  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews^ 
that  where  a  Sacrifice  is  perfeS,  (which  all  muft 
grant  the  Sacrifice  of  Chrift  to  be)  it  needs  not  be  re- 
peated, nor^  by  Parity  of  Reafon,  to  have  any  other 
fubftitiUed  in  its  Room:  Nay,  that  Divine  Author 
uGes  fuch  an  Argument,  as  equally  excludes  both. 
Thus  it  runs :  becaufe  that  the  Wurjbippers  once  Purged  '  i 

Jhould  have  bad  no  more  Confcience  of  Sins.  Mark,  if 
the  Worfliippers  were  once  purged,  they  (hould  have 
ha^  no  more  Confcience  of  Sins,  or  Guilt,  confe* 
<)uently  no  need  of  any  other  Sacrifice.  In  the  fame 
Chapter  we  read,  that  we  are  San6lified  through  the 
Offering  of  the  Body  of  Jefus  Cbrijl  once  for  all. 
That  this  MaUf  after  he  had  offered  one  Sacrifice  Jar 
SinSf  for  ever  fate  down  on  the  Rtgbt^hand  of  God, 
That  bj^  one  offering  be  hath  perfe&ed  for  ever  tbem 
that  arefan^lijied.  That  if  we  Sin  wilfully  after  we 
have  received  the  Knowledge  of  tke  Truths  tliere  re^ 
mainetb  no  more  Sacrifice  for  Sin,  What  then  be- 
comes of  their  Mafs  being  a  Propitiatory  Sacrifice  for 
Quick  and  Dead?  It  is  plain  (to  fpeak  in  the  fofieft 
T^rms)  it  is  all  a  meer  Cozenage  and  Impofture. 

That  our  Saviour  give  the  Sacrament  in  both 
Kinds  to  his  Difciples,  cannot  be  denied.  That  he 
commanded  them  to  blefs,  or  confecrate,  and  dlAri- 
bute  both,  can  (I  think)  with  as  little  Colour  be  de« 
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]|ied«  That  the  CSmtt/^ioitf,  lowborn  St.  Pirarvrolcw 
did  fo,  is  equally  plain.  That  it  was  generally  givea 
fo  for  about  a  thoufand  Years  after  Cbrifi^  is  acknow* 
ledged  by  our  Adverfaries.  And  what'  Power  thcjr 
have  of  taking-away  one  Part  more  than  another,  or 
both,  no  good  Reafon  can  be  affigned.  I  am  fure  St. 
Fanl  fpeaks  of  the  Continuance  of  both  till  our  Lord's 
coming. 

As  to  Traditions,  if  they  will  be  content  with  fudt 
as  contradid  no  Rule  or  Canon  of  Scripture,  tfaot^ 
they  (hould  happen  to  over-value  them,  we  will  not 
vehemently  contend  with  them  about  them ;  but  wbea 
they  fet-up  fuch  Things  for.  ApoQolical  Traditions, 
as  contradi6l  manifeft  Scriptures,  which  both  thef 
and  we  allow  to  be  written  by  Divine  Infpiration,  we 
cannot  forbear  (hewing  the  utmoft  Abhorrence  of 
them. 

Their  Idolatry  is  fo  manifeft,  that  the  bare  expofing 
it  to  view  feems  a  fufficient  Confutation  of  it.  If  to 
make  any  Being,  the  ohytQ,  of  our  Truft  and  Confi- 
dence, it  is  neceflfarily  that  he  (hould  know  all  our 
Wants,  and  be  able  to  relieve  them,  which  we  are 
fure  that  a  Being  of  all  polfible  Perfedion  can,  but 
not  fure  concerning  any  other ;  what  muft  be  thought 
of  their  Prayers  to  Saints,  Angels,  and  the  Ble(red 
Virgin  ;  nay  their  Worfliip  of  Images  and  Relics? 

As  to  their  treacherous  and  perfidious  Principles, 
we  need  but  have  recourfe  to  the  Councils  of  Laieran 
and  Conjlance ;  the  former  of  which  authorized  Princes 
to  exterminate  fuch  as  they  called  Hereticks,  and  the 
Depofing  of  Prinees  for  Hercfy ;  the  latter  the  break- 
ing Faith  with  Hereticks.  Their  cruel  and  barbarous 
Treatment  of  thofe  who  diffented  from  them,    has 

been 
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been  fufficiently  experienced  by  us  of  tbefe  Nations^ 
Franci,  Hungary^  Bohemia^  the  Vallies  of  Piedmont^ 
the  Neiberlands  i  and  indeed  where  uot^  where  they 
had  fufficient  Power  to  exert  their  Tyranny  ? 

What  thea  remains,  but  that  as  we  value  our  own 
private  Happinefs,  that  of  the  Community  whereof 
we  are  Members,  the  Favour  of  God,  and  the  Salva- 
tion of  our  Souls,  we  would  ihun  thoftf  Principles  and 
Praftices  which  are  deftru&ive  of  all  thefe  Interefts  ^ 
and  thankfully  receiving  the  invaluable  BlelGng  of  the 
Reformation,  never  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  any  more  en- 
tangled with  that  intolerable  Yoke  of  Romish  Bonik 
AOB,  from  which  we  are  fo  happily  delivered? 


FINIS. 
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